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Judgment Overview:

The case concluded with a split judgment on January 31, 2024, 
with Justice Atul Chandurkar delivering the tie-breaking verdict.

The court ruled that the amended IT Rules violated Articles 14 
(right to equality), 19(1)(a) (freedom of speech and expression), 
and 19(1)(g) (freedom of profession) of the Constitution of India.



• Fact Check Unit (FCU):

• The amended rules allowed the government 
to set up an FCU to identify and remove 
online content deemed as "fake, false, or 
misleading."

• Justice Chandurkar highlighted that the 
definitions of "fake, false, and misleading" 
were vague and could lead to arbitrary 
decisions.

• The ruling emphasized that the 
government's overreach in controlling 
information violated fundamental rights.



• Impact and Reaction:

• Various digital rights groups, including the Editors Guild of India and 
the Internet Freedom Foundation, welcomed the judgment.

• The ruling stated that the government should not be involved in fact-
checking activities, which should remain the domain of independent 
media and civil society.



• Background:

• The FCU was set up by the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY) in 
April 2023 to combat misinformation, but the amended rules faced 
legal challenges from several organizations, including the Editors Guild 
of India and Kunal Kamra, a political satirist.

• The case was initially filed in April 2023, and the court passed several 
interim orders leading to this final ruling.









• The temple of Venkateswara was built by Thondaman king and reformed 
periodically by Cholas, Pandyas and Vijayanagar. The temple is constructed 
in South Indian architecture and is believed to be constructed over a period of 
time starting from 300 CE

• As of September 30, 2022, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), the 
governing body of the temple, had fixed deposits with several PSU and private 
banks amounting to over Rs 15,938 crore.[

• The gold deposits made by the Devasthanams in banks have also now increased 
rapidly from 7.3 tonnes in 2019 to 10.25 tonnes.

• The temple is one of the world’s most visited religious sites, attracts around 24 
million devotees annually

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thondaman_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Indian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala#cite_note-TTD_1-13


• Allegations and Controversy:

• The issue arose when allegations were 
made that animal fat, specifically "beef 
tallow," "lard," and "fish oil," was used in 
the ghee for preparing the laddus served 
at the temple.

• Telugu Desam Party (TDP) spokesperson 
Anam Venkata Ramana Reddy cited a 
laboratory report confirming the 
presence of these fats in ghee samples 
provided by the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD).



• Political Reactions:

• Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda sought a detailed report on the 
matter.

• Former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
claimed that the alleged adulteration occurred during the Jagan 
Mohan Reddy government, which further fueled political tensions.

• Congress leader Rahul Gandhi expressed concern over the defilement 
of prasadam, calling for a thorough investigation.



• The lab analysis revealed that the ghee samples contained foreign 
fats, including fish oil, beef tallow (rendered fat from beef suet), and 
lard (fat drawn from pigs), along with other oils such as soybean, 
olive, sunflower, rapeseed, linseed, and palm kernel fat.

• The detection of these fats was based on five mathematical 
equations, called "S-values," used to determine the purity of milk fat.



The NDDB's report found that 
the ghee contained foreign fats 

because the S-values fell 
outside the limits prescribed by 
the International Organization 

for Standardization (ISO).

The lab report was submitted to 
the TTD’s Water and Food 
Analysis Laboratory in July 

2024.



• Caveat in Report:

• The report mentioned certain conditions under which false positives 
might occur. These include underfeeding cows, overfeeding cows with 
vegetable oils, or obtaining milk from cows during the colostrum 
phase.



• Denial of Allegations:

• The private dairy stated that they supplied ghee to the TTD in June 
and July, with no complaints received so far.

• The dairy firm emphasized that it has been in business for 25 years, 
supplying many institutions, and its products are tested at 
government-approved laboratories.

• Standard Operating Procedures:

• According to the company, every consignment of ghee is tested in 
recognized laboratories before shipment, following strict procedures.



• FSSAI Certification:

• The company stated that its ghee products were certified by the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), and the company adheres 
to the guidelines and laws.

• The dairy firm mentioned that it only supplied 0.1% of the total ghee 
procured by TTD.

• Official Visit:

• Officials from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board visited the dairy 
premises and collected samples for further testing, which would be 
analyzed at government-approved laboratories.











• Loan Announcement:

• European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced a 
€35 billion ($39 billion) loan to Ukraine during a visit to Kyiv. This loan 
is part of the EU's continued support to help Ukraine defend itself 
against Russian aggression, especially to get through the winter 
months.



• Purpose of the Loan:

• The funds will be used primarily for energy, air defences, arms 
procurement, and ensuring facilities such as bomb shelters for 
children in schools and nurseries.

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy emphasized the importance 
of this loan for various essential infrastructure needs, highlighting the 
urgency of approval by the end of the year.



• Sanctioned Russian Assets:

• The loan is part of a broader G7 plan, which aims to use proceeds 
from frozen Russian assets to aid Ukraine.

• Von der Leyen mentioned that €160 million from these frozen 
Russian assets would go toward meeting Ukraine's humanitarian 
needs for the coming winter.



Energy Impact:

Russia's attacks have knocked out approximately 9 gigawatts (GW) of 
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, which von der Leyen compared to the energy 
capacity of three Baltic states.

The EU aims to restore 2.5 GW of power generation and plans to increase 
electricity exports to supply 2 GW to Ukraine.











India Leading Source of Educated Immigrants:

As of 2022, India is the top source country for college-educated 
immigrants in the US, with 2.04 million degree holders, constituting 
14.4% of the total college-educated immigrant population.

Other countries in the top five are China (including Hong Kong) with 
1.1 million educated immigrants (7.9%), Philippines, Mexico, and 
South Korea.



• Educational Attainment:

• 35% of all immigrant adults in the US (14.1 million people) held a 
bachelor's degree or higher in 2022, nearly on par with the 36% of US-born 
adults with a college degree.

• Nearly 20% of the inflow of college-educated immigrants between 2018 
and 2022 came from India.

• Skilled Workers and Temporary Visas:

• Many educated immigrants came to the US via temporary work visas for 
high-skilled workers or through other family, humanitarian, or employment 
pathways.



Occupational Categories:

The top five occupational groups for immigrant college graduates 
include:

• Management (16%)

• Computer and mathematical occupations (13%)

• Health practitioners and technicians (11%)

• Business and financial operations (10%)

• Education and related occupations (9%).



National Centre of 
Excellence for Animation



The Union Cabinet approved the establishment of a National 
Centre of Excellence (NCoE) for Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, 
Comics, and Extended Reality (AVGC-XR), named the Indian 
Institute for Immersive Creators (IIIC).

This institution, modeled after IITs and IIMs, will be located in 
Mumbai and aims to position India as a global content hub.



It will offer specialized training, foster research and 
development, and support startups in the AVGC-XR 
sector, enhancing India’s soft power and attracting 
foreign investments.

The NCoE will focus on India’s IP creation, cultural 
content, and employment opportunities, contributing to 
the Atmanirbhar Bharat





Bio-RIDE scheme



The Union Cabinet approved the Biotechnology Research 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development (Bio-
RIDE) scheme, merging two existing Department of Biotechnology 
schemes.

Bio-RIDE aims to foster innovation, bio-entrepreneurship, and 
sustainable biomanufacturing.



• Key components of Bio-RIDE:

1.Biotechnology Research & Development (R&D) – Supports cutting-edge 
research in fields like synthetic biology and bioenergy.

2.Industrial & Entrepreneurship Development (I&ED) – Promotes bio-
entrepreneurship through funding, incubation, and mentorship.

3.Biomanufacturing and Biofoundry – Focuses on sustainable practices and 
circular bioeconomy to address healthcare, agriculture, and climate challenges.



• The scheme encourages industry-academia 
collaboration, supports extramural funding for research, and 
aims to make India a global leader in 
biotechnology, contributing to the goal of a $300 billion 
bioeconomy by 2030.





Amazon River at Record Low from 
Drought



• The Amazon River basin is experiencing an unprecedented 
drought, with water levels plummeting to historic lows across 
the region.

• About

• In Tabatinga, a Brazilian town bordering Colombia, 
the Solimoes River, a major tributary of the Amazon, has 
reached its lowest level on record.

• The nearby Lake Tefé, where more than 200 freshwater 
dolphins died in last year’s drought, has also dried up, depriving 
the endangered pink mammals of a favorite habitat.



• Amazon River

• It is the largest river by 
volume of water and second 
longest river after the Nile river of 
Africa in the world.It represents 
20% of the global riverine 
discharge into oceans.

• Source: River has its source in 
the Peruvian Andes, at an 
elevation of 5,598 m.

• Length: 6400 km.



Basin: The basin includes the greater part of Brazil and Peru,some 
parts of Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia and a small area of Venezuela.

Tributaries: Japurá , Juruá, Madeira, Negro, Purus, and Xingu rivers.

Mouth: Atlantic Ocean on the northeastern coast of Brazil.



How US Fed Rate Cut Could 
Impact the Indian Market?



• The United States Federal Reserve announced that it will cut 
the benchmark interest rate, the Federal Funds Rate, by 50 
basis points, or half a percentage point.

• About

• A cut in interest rate typically incentivises economic activity, 
promotes growth, and increases job creation by making it 
cheaper for people to borrow money.

• Conversely, a hike in interest rates or persistently high interest 
rates tend to drag down economic growth and employment 
generation.



• Impact on Indian economy

• India is a capital-scarce economy, and lower interest rates in the US will 
likely incentivise global investors to borrow in the US and invest in India, in 
stocks, debt, or in the form of foreign direct investment (FDI).

• Repeated lowering of interest rates in the US will also lead to some weakening 
in the US dollar’s exchange rate with other currencies such as the Indian 
rupee.

• This, in turn, will impact India’s exporters (adversely) and importers 
(positively).

•





• Indian Government Bond Yields are influenced by which of the following? 
(2021)

1.Actions of the United States Federal Reserve

2.Actions of the Reserve Bank of India

3.Inflation and short-term interest rates

• Select the correct answer using the code given below.

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Union Cabinet Approved Bharatiya 
Antariksh Station (BAS)



• The union cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the 
building of the first unit of the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) by extending 
the scope of Gaganyaan program.

• About

• The first module of BAS will be launched in 2028 and by 2035 the fully 
operational indigenous space station will be created.

• The BAS will be placed in low earth orbit, at 400 km above the earth’s surface.



• The 52-tonne space station will serve as a research platform 
for Indian astronauts and scientists to conduct experiments in 
microgravity, astronomy and Earth observation, and will allow 
astronauts to stay in orbit for 15-20 days.

• Do you know?

• Currently, there are only two operational space stations –
the International Space Station (ISS), developed in 
cooperation by the United States, Russia, Japan, Europe and 
Canada; and China’s Tiangong Space Station (TSS).





Thank you 
guys.


