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Bombay HC strikes down amended IT rules

‘The revised rules violated freedom of speech and
expression of Constitution, says “tie-breaker judge”

Purnima Sah
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SC takes suo motu notice of
sexist remarks by HC judge
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Bombay HC strikes down amended IT rules

I Editors Guild of India and digital rights
groups welcome the High Court ruling

I The revised rules violated freedom of speech and
expression of Constitution, says ‘tie-breaker judge’

Purnima Sah

MUMBAI
he Bombay High
T Court on Friday
struck down the
amended Information

Technology Rules, 2023,
which empowered the
Centre to set up a fact
check unit (FCU) to identi-
fy fake, false and mislead-
ing information about the
government and its esta-
blishments on social
media.

The “tie-breaker” judge,
Justice Atul Sharachchan-
dra Chandurkar, delivered
the verdict on Friday after
a Division Bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and Neela
Gokhale delivered a split
verdict on January 31,
2024.

Justice Chandurkar said
the Information Technolo-
gy [Intermediary Guide-
lines and Digital Media Eth-
ics Code] Amendment
Rules, 2023, violated Arti-
cle 14 (right to equality), 19
(freedom of speech and ex-
pression) and 19(1)(g) (free-

dom and right to profes-
sion) of the Constitution”.
The expression “fake,
false and misleading” in
the Rules was “vague and
hence wrong” in the ab-
sence of any definition, he
added. “The impugned
Rule also results in a chill-
ing effect qua an interme-
diary,” the judge said.

Set up in 2023

In April 2023, the Ministry
of Electronics and IT (MEi-
TY) established the FCU by
amending the IT Rules,
2021.

Subsequently, political
satirist and stand-up artist
Kunal Kamra, the Editors
Guild of India, the News
Broadcasters and Digital
Association and the Asso-
ciation of India Magazines
(AIM) through the Internet
Freedom Foundation filed
a writ petition in the Bom-
bay High Court against the
IT Amendment Rules,
2023, calling them “arbi-
trary, violating fundamen-
tal rights of speech and ex-
pression and vague”.

Road to verdict

The fact check unit of Ministry of Electronics and IT has faced
criticism since it was established on April 6, 2023.
The case against the Centre’s amendment has concluded after

over a year. Highlights:

April 10, 2023: Satirist
Kunal Kamra files a petition

in Bombay HC against the
amendments to the Act, calling
them “arbitrary, violating
fundamental rights of speech
and expression and
vague”; Editors Guild of
India and the Internet
Freedom Foundation
join the plea later

April 24: IT Rules

Amendment does not
seem to offer
protection to

On January 31, 2024, Jus-
tices Gautam Patel and
Neela  Gokhale pro-
nounced a split verdict,
while Justice Patel ruled in
favour of petitioners, Jus-
tice Gokhale had disagreed
and upheld the amend-
ment. The case was then
placed before Justice Chan-
durkar, a third judge in Fe-
bruary 2024, by the Chief

parody and satire, observes
Bombay HC

Jan. 31, 2024: Court delivers a
split verdict with Justice Patel
favouring the petitioners and
Justice Gokhale upholding the
amendment

Feb. 8: The case is placed
before Justice Chandurkar

March 21: SC stays setting
up of FCU to monitor social

media content about the
government
Justice Chandurkar

Justice of the Bombay High
Court. “There is a disagree-
ment between us. We have
passed separate judgments
with divergent views. We
were not able to concur,”
Justice Patel said.

SC stay

In March 2024, the Su-
preme Court stayed the go-
vernment notification esta-

After the amendment, the Centre had set up a fact
check unit to identify ‘fake and misleading’ news

blishing the FCU under the
Press Information Bureau.
Defending the FCU, in
July 2024, Solicitor-Gener-
al Tushar Mehta, for the
Union government, said
the FCU would prevent pe-
ople from spreading false
information. “This ap-
proach represents the least
restrictive method to coun-
teract fake, false, and mis-
leading information. Priv-
ate  companies  and
individuals also maintain
fact-checking units and the
government is similarly
justified in providing accu-
rate information to the pu-
blic,” he said.
Representing the peti-
tioners, senior advocate in
February 2024, stressed
upon numerous points
that violated human rights
under the amended rules.
“There is already the Press
Information Bureau, a go-
vernment  organisation
that flags information
about the government’s
business, which it believes
to be fake, false or mislead-
ing. Not one case has been

pointed out by the Union
government since the split
judgement, that the ab-
sence of the FCU has
caused any prejudice to it.
This makes out a strong
case for why interim relief
should be granted.”

According to the new IT
Rules (2023), the govern-
ment can ask social media
platforms such as Face-
book, X, Instagram, You-
tube to remove any con-
tent/ news related to the
‘business of the Central go-
vernment’ that was identi-
fied as ‘fake, false, or mis-
leading’ with the help of
FCU. An organisation ap-
pointed by the government
will be the arbiter of such
content, and if intermedi-
aries do not comply with
the organisation’s deci-
sion, they may lose their
safe harbour status under
Section 79 of the IT Act,
2000.

‘Overreach by govt.’

The ruling was welcomed
by the Editors Guild of In-
dia and digital rights

groups. The latter had
sharply criticised the intro-
duction of the fact check
unit as an overreach by the
government.

“Governments should
never be in the fact-check-
ing business as that’s the
job of independent media
and civil society,” Mishi
Choudhary, founder of the
Delhi-based Software Free-
dom Law Center said in a
statement.

“We are grateful to the
Association of Indian Ma-
gazines (AIM) for giving us
this opportunity to fight
for our fundamental right
to freedom of speech and
expression in the online
space,” the Internet Free-
dom Foundation, which
assisted plaintiffs in the
challenge, said in a state-
ment on X, formerly Twit-
ter.

After the verdict, Mr.
Kamra posted on X, “They
may keep trying, but we
the people of India will al-
ways uphold the Constitu-
tion to humble those who
are drunk on power.”




(1 . PIB’s Fact-Check Unit (PIB-FCU)

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has notified the PIB’s FCU as the
fact check unit under the provisions of Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

ESTABLISHMENT- The Fact Check Unit was established under PIB in November 2019.

OBJECTIVE- Its objective is of acting as a deterrent to creators and disseminators of fake
news and misinformation.

MANDATE

1. The PIB-FCU is mandated to counter misinformation on Government policies, initiatives
and schemes either suo motu or under a reference via complaints.

2. The PIB-FCU actively monitors, detects, and counters disinformation campaigns, ensuring
that false information about the Government is promptly exposed and corrected.

FACT CHECKING PROCEDURE
The PIB fact-check unit categorises any information received by it into three categories- fake,
misleading, and true

Fake News- If a piece of information is completely false and can “deceive or manipulate the
audience, with or without the intention to cause potential harm”, it is classified as ‘fake news’.

Misleading- If a content uploaded has “selective presentation of facts or figures or with
distortion of facts or figures” and can mislead or deceive readers, it is classified as

‘misleading’ by the fact-check unit.

True- Content that the fact-check unit finds factual after review is classified as ‘true’.
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Judgment Overview:

The case concluded with a split judgment on January 31, 2024,

with Justice Atul Chandurkar delivering the tie-breaking verdict.

The court ruled that the amended IT Rules violated Articles 14
(right to equality), 19(1)(a) (freedom of speech and expression),
and 19(1)(g) (freedom of profession) of the Constitution of India.




* Fact Check Unit (FCU):

* The amended rules allowed the government
to set up an FCU to identify and remove
online content deemed as "fake, false, or
misleading."

* Justice Chandurkar highlighted that the
definitions of "fake, false, and misleading"
were vague and could lead to arbitrary
decisions.

* The ruling emphasized that the
government's overreach in controlling
information violated fundamental rights. /

> 4




* Impact and Reaction:

* Various digital rights groups, including the Editors Guild of India and
the Internet Freedom Foundation, welcomed the judgment.

* The ruling stated that the government should not be involved in fact-
checking activities, which should remain the domain of independent
media and civil society.



* Background:

* The FCU was set up by the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY) in
April 2023 to combat misinformation, but the amended rules faced
legal challenges from several organizations, including the Editors Guild
of India and Kunal Kamra, a political satirist.

* The case was initially filed in April 2023, and the court passed several
interim orders leading to this final ruling.



Tirupati laddu row snowballs as Centre orders investigation, seeks report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/VIJAYAWADA

The alleged presence of
animal fat in the ghee used
for preparing the laddu
prasadam at the famous
Lord Venkateswara temple
in Tirupati has snowballed
into a major controversy
with the Centre on Friday
calling for an investigation
and seeking a report from
the Andhra Pradesh
government.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Union Health Mi-
nister J.P. Nadda said he
had sought a full report on
the issue of animal fat be-
ing used to prepare the lad-
dus served at the Tirumala
temple.

The government would

cM

examine the matter and
take suitable action.

“I got to know about the
issue through social media.
I spoke to Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu and asked him
to send the entire report,”
Mr. Nadda said, adding

that action would be taken
as per food safety
standards.

Earlier, Mr. Naidu
claimed that animal fat was
used for making the laddus
during the Jagan Mohan
Reddy government, trig-
gering a major controver-
sy.

The YSRCP accused him
of indulging in “heinous al-

legations” for political

gains.
Union Food Minister
-

Pralhad Joshi also said he
had called for an investiga-
tion into the allegations
made by Mr. Naidu.

In a post on X, Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi said
the reports “about the de-
filement of the Prasad at
Sri Venkateswara temple in
Tirupati are disturbing.”

“Lord Balaji is a revered
deity for millions of devo-
tees in India and across the
world. This issue will hurt
every devotee and needs to
be thoroughly looked into.
Authorities across India
have to protect the sanctity
of our religious spaces,”
Mr. Gandhi added.

“Whatever the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister has
said is a matter of serious

»
e ]

A.P. Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu claiméd animal fat was used
while making the laddus during the previous government.

concern. A detailed enqui-
ry is required, and the cul-
prit should be punished,”
he said on the sidelines of a
global food regulators
summit.

All India Congress Com-
mittee in-charge for And-

hra Pradesh, Manickam Ta-
gore, said there should be
an impartial investigation
to get to the truth.

“These are shocking al-
legations. We want that an
impartial and fair investi-
gation to get to the bottom

e |

oA

of the truth. And whoever
is involved in such acts
should be given strictest
punishment,” he said.

BJP MP G.V.L. Narasim-
ha Rao told presspersons
that “this is not an issue of
accusation but has been re-
vealed from a test report.
The faith of all the devo-
tees has been hurt. We
want action to be taken
against those responsible
for this.”

During an NDA legisla-
ture party meeting on
Wednesday, Mr. Naidu
claimed that the previous
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy-
led government did not
even spare Sri Venkateswa-
ra temple in Tirupati and
used substandard ingre-
dients and animal fat for

making laddus.

At a press conference in
Amaravati on Friday, Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP) spo-
kesperson Anam Venkata
Ramana Reddy claimed
that the adulteration had
been confirmed by a Guja-
rat-based livestock labora-
tory on the ghee samples
provided by the Tirumala
Tirupati  Devasthanams
(TTD), which manages the
Venkateswara temple. He
displayed the purported
lab report which apparent-
ly confirmed the presence
of “beef tallow”, “lard”
and “fish oil” in the given
ghee sample. The sample
receipt date was July 9 and

the lab report was dated Ju-
ly 16.
Meanwhile, Deputy

Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh, Pawan Kalyan,
called for the constitution
of a ‘Sanatana Dharma
Rakshana Board’ to man-
age the affairs in temples
countrywide.

VHP spokesperson Vi-
nod Bansal said the organi-
sation had always been
against the boards which
govern temples and mostly
headed either by govern-
ments or non-believers.

Andhra Pradesh IT Mi-
nister Nara Lokesh noted
that the lab report clearly
established that beef fat,
fish oil and lard were used
to make laddus.

(With PTI inputs)
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The temple of Venkateswara was built by Thondaman king and reformed
periodically by Cholas, Pandyas and Vijayanagar. The temple is constructed
In South Indian architecture and is believed to be constructed over a period of
time starting from 300 CE

As of September 30, 2022, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), the
governing body of the temple, had fixed deposits with several PSU and private
banks amounting to over Rs 15,938 crore.l

The gold deposits made by the Devasthanams in banks have also now increased
rapidly from 7.3 tonnes in 2019 to 10.25 tonnes.

The temple is one of the world’s most visited religious sites, attracts around 24
million devotees annually


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thondaman_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Indian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala#cite_note-TTD_1-13

 Allegations and Controversy:

* The issue arose when allegations were
made that animal fat, specifically "beef
tallow," "lard," and "fish oil," was used in
the ghee for preparing the laddus served
at the temple.

e Telugu Desam Party (TDP) spokesperson
Anam Venkata Ramana Reddy cited a
laboratory report confirming the
presence of these fats in ghee samples
provided by the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD).




e Political Reactions:

* Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda sought a detailed report on the
matter.

* Former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
claimed that the alleged adulteration occurred during the Jagan
Mohan Reddy government, which further fueled political tensions.

* Congress leader Rahul Gandhi expressed concern over the defilement
of prasadam, calling for a thorough investigation.



* The lab analysis revealed that the ghee samples contained foreign
fats, including fish oil, beef tallow (rendered fat from beef suet), and
lard (fat drawn from pigs), along with other oils such as soybean,
olive, sunflower, rapeseed, linseed, and palm kernel fat.

* The detection of these fats was based on five mathematical
equations, called "S-values," used to determine the purity of milk fat.



The NDDB's report found that
the ghee contained foreign fats
because the S-values fell
outside the limits prescribed by
the International Organization

for Standardization (I1SO).

The lab report was submitted to

the TTD’s Water and Food

Analysis Laboratory in July
2024.

)




* Caveat in Report:

* The report mentioned certain conditions under which false positives
might occur. These include underfeeding cows, overfeeding cows with
vegetable oils, or obtaining milk from cows during the colostrum
phase.



* Denial of Allegations:

* The private dairy stated that they supplied ghee to the TTD in June
and July, with no complaints received so far.

* The dairy firm emphasized that it has been in business for 25 years,
supplying many institutions, and its products are tested at
government-approved laboratories.

e Standard Operating Procedures:

* According to the company, every consignment of ghee is tested in
recognized laboratories before shipment, following strict procedures.



e FSSAI Certification:

 The company stated that its ghee products were certified by the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), and the company adheres
to the guidelines and laws.

* The dairy firm mentioned that it only supplied 0.1% of the total ghee
procured by TTD.

e Official Visit:

* Officials from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board visited the dairy
premises and collected samples for further testing, which would be
analyzed at government-approved laboratories.



I S} - T .. W
HOW TIRUPATILADDU |  what goes into making Wikl AL L3 18 12-13 crore | Average
GAINED PROMINENCE Tirupati laddu: (250 crore I TTD’s annual expense number of laddus sold by
‘Srivari’ or Tirupati laddu: : E:fﬂg(al gfaﬂ:‘. Cl)ariﬁEd for procuring top-quality ghee TTD annually
n utter (cow ghee), sugar,
%:h‘;fpt,';ia'ﬂgfﬁ-vﬁf?ﬁzﬁeﬂ, cashew nuts, raisins, 3.5 lakh | Average number of laddus prepared and distributed
devotees visiting the Lord almonds to devotees at Tirumala every day. TTD also prepares about 7,000
Venkateswara Swamy temple odd Kalyanotsavam laddus daily
at Tirumala ,
Aug 2, 1715: Practice of IN THE KITCHEN e All laddus
offering laddus to Lord cooked within the
Venkateswara Swamy at temple kitchen
Tirumala temple begins called ‘Potu’. TTD

opened another
boondi potu,

next to the main
temple complex a
few years ago, to

| cater to additional

Spiritual prominence of

laddu prasadams increased
significantly over the centuries, ‘_\
and by the advent of the SR
21st century, the ‘Tirupati

laddu’ emerged as an iconic
mahaprasadam demand
2009: TTD obtained patent 600 odd: Sri Vaishnavaite ® Utmost -
for Tirupati Laddus under Brahmins work in the temple | significance given L\
the foodstuff category of kitchen, almost round the for procurement - !
(ggggtfaphlw indication clock, to dish out large of raw material » s\ ¥ e

ag quantities of laddus used for laddus
s L — NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART

crore: Annual revenue ® Top priority to ghee procurement as aroma LAB TO TEST GHEE SOON
earned by TTD only through and quality impacts overall quality, taste,
sale of laddus texture and shelf life of laddus @ Until now, TTD used to subject ghee samples to

wet testing to check adulteration at its in-house
GHEE A KEY COMPONENT PROCUREMENT laboratory. Following charges by the Andhra Pradesh
16,000k: Average daily requirement of pure | TTD procures pure cow ghee with ot lmmlfiadrmnt bbb oo
i mark special grade only. Rates var ?
cow ghee for- preparation of 3.5 lakh laddus bgtween ;)320 toguu per)llitn y of-the-art testing lab at Tirumala soon
@ In recent times, TTD called for tenders e
for procurement of 35.9 lakh kg ghee fora | ® While the previous TTD o National dairy development
period of six months administration spent anywhere board has stepped forward
" ; between ?320-2410 per kg for ghee, to donate equipment
:ﬁ)'m(:':‘:;nc&'::c"?c‘gn?hﬁ; tank set up the new administration headed by EO J worth approximately
P P Syamala Rao decided to shell out 275 lakh to the TTD and

Modern flour mill that can grind up to 2475 for top-quality ghee from provide assistance to
15,000kg Bengal gram Karnataka milk federation establish the lab
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HC draws red line
on govt fact-check
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® FTSE REJIG, FED CUT PUSH
INDICES TO FRESH HIGHS

VIVEK KUMAR M
Mumbai, September 20

AFTER A MUTED reaction to the Federal
Reserve’s 50 basis point rate cut, bulls
made a strong bounceback on Friday
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Jio, Airtel lose users after 2.5
years; BSNL gains 2.2 million

TAR‘F HIKES N July seem to
st Refiance Jio and
Bharti airtel, vwith state-
owned BSNLendingupasa
big gainer during the month.
While, for the first ime in 2.5
years the largest and second
largest teico lost subscribers,
BSNLadded arecord high 2.9
million users. Jio, Bhartiand
Vodafor increased
their mobile service plan rates
inthe range of 10-27% in the
first week of July. Bharti Airtel
lost 1.69 million subscri
during the month which was
highestamong its peers.
jone idea and Jio lost
1.41 million and 758,000
users, respectively.
Overall, the telecom
subscriber base declined
marginaily to 1.169 bilion in
Juty from 1.170 billion in June.

Airtel

Mobile subscriber base
(2= of July end, in million)

Market share Quly end, in %)
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PhysicsWwallah
raises $210 mn
at 155% higher
valuation

ANEES HUSSAIN
Bengaluru, September 20

ONLINE COACHING PLATFORM Physic-
sWallah (PW) has closed a serics B funding
round of $210 million, which is the largest

the post-Covid times.
The fund caise valued the edtech plat
21339 jump from

\uu e dunn 1 p(o\ndxng m:h\ng for

e
Capital, with participation from Light-

2590 of As part of the funding
round, PW is offering one board seat to
Hornbill Capital and Ligh = et
beaboard ol
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gone up to T70,320 crore.
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Surveillance on laptop
imports to be extended
THE IMPORT management system for
Ptops and other IT hardware products
iz expected to be extended by another
three months bqvnd September 30 as

more delibera: are needed to detes-

mine an whzlh:r andl horwe this ieapoct
for

ward, a senior official said, reports

AMukesh jagota. mPage 2

Grounding of engines:
No relief for Spicelet

THE SUPREME Court on Friday upheid an
order of the Delhi high court which
o

crore, lower than earlier projections of
2,400 crore. Mahes!

thae FY25

W
gate unforescen situations and
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three aircrat cogines for defsultiing on

Payments to lessors, reports PTL After the
et

without repeatedly  approaching
investors. He said that PW is already a
cash 3

=
fuelled for its growth initiatives.

Continued on Page 7

iPhone 16, Day 1: Sold out as g-comm firms race to deliver first
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Mumu.u.and Bengalur on Friday.
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merce apps getting an advantage

Unicorn Stores, a
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Jio, Airtel lose users after 2.5
years; BSNL gains 2.9 million

TARIFF HIKES IN July seem to
have cost Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel, with state-
owned BSNLendingupasa
big gainer during the month.
While, for the first time in 2.5
years the largest and second
largest telco lost subscribers,
BSNLadded arecord high2.9
million users. Jio, Bhartiand
Vodafone Idea had increased
their mobile service plan rates
intherange of 10-27% inthe
first week of July. Bharti Airtel
lost 1.69 million subscribers
during the month whichwas
highest among its peers.
Vodafone Idea and Jio lost
1.41 millionand 758,000
users, respectively.

Overall, the telecom
subscriber base declined
marginally to 1.169 billionin
July from 1.170 billionin June.

Mobile subscriber base
(as of July end, in million)

M Jio W Airtel Vodafone Idea # BSNL
0 n N
= ~0 Ty]
N~ ~ ~
M
0 00 P
M op] M

May June July

Market share (July end, in %)
BSNL 7.6

Voda-
Idea

y

Airtel

Source: Trai



EU announces €35-bn loan
for Ukraine under G7 plan

ANASTASIIA MALENKO
& MAX HUNDER
Kyiv, September 20

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
PRESIDENT Ursula von der
Leyen announced a loan of up
to €35 billion ($39 billion) for
Ukraine during a visit to Kyiv
on Friday,sayingitwasneeded
to defend the country against
Russian attacks and help it get
through the winter.

Standingbesideheratajoint
press conference,Zelenskiysaid
the loan would be used for
energy, air defences and arms
procurement,and urgedallies to
approve by the end of theyeara
“victory plan”he has drawn up.

Visiting Kyiv at the start of
her second term at the helm of
the European Union’s execu-
tive branch,von der Leyen said
Ukraine needed the 27-nation
bloc’s continued supportinthe
face of Russian attacks.

The loan is part of a wider
plan among countries in the
Group of Seven (G7) industri-
alised powers to raise funds
using proceeds from Russian
assets frozen to sanction

European Commission President Ursula Von der Leyen and
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskiy attend a joint press

conference in Kyiv on Friday

Moscow for invading its
neighbour.

“We will spend the money,
these 35 billion, primarily on
energy, on defence, as well as
on bomb shelters for children
in schools, nurseries and uni-
versities — this is a big deficit
for us,” Zelenskiy said in front
of the Ukrainian and EU flags.

“And on weapons, primarily

REUTERS

those produced domestically,
drones,missiles.Today,ourlong-
range drones strike the enemy
and theyare cheaperthanthose
(madeby) our partners.”

The G7 froze around $300
billion worth of Russian finan-
cial assets soon after Moscow’s
full-scaleinvasion of Ukrainein
2022.They pledged to use the
fundstohelptheirally,but spent

months discussing how exactly
such a mechanism could work.
“Russia keeps targeting
your civilian energy infra-
structure in a blatant and
vicious way to try and plunge
your country into dark,” von
derLeyensaid.“Iamheretotell
you...thatthe European Union
is here to help you in this chal-
lenge to keep the lights on.”
She said on Thursday that
the sum of €160 million from
the proceeds of frozen Russian
assets would be allocated to
meet Ukraine’surgent human-
itarian needs for this winter.
Russia has knocked out
about 9 gigawatts (GW) of
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture,which von der Leyen said
was the “power equivalent of
the three Baltic states.”
Shesaid thatthe EUaimed to
restore 2.5 GW of power gener-
ating capacity and would
increase exportstosupply 2 GW
of electricity to Ukraine. Zelen-
skiy,who travels to the United
States next week, said he would
discuss his victory plan with US
President Joe Biden when the
twoleaders meet. —REUTERS



* Loan Announcement:

* European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced a
€35 billion ($39 billion) loan to Ukraine during a visit to Kyiv. This loan
is part of the EU's continued support to help Ukraine defend itself

against Russian aggression, especially to get through the winter
months.



* Purpose of the Loan:

* The funds will be used primarily for energy, air defences, arms
procurement, and ensuring facilities such as bomb shelters for
children in schools and nurseries.

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy emphasized the importance
of this loan for various essential infrastructure needs, highlighting the
urgency of approval by the end of the year.



e Sanctioned Russian Assets:

* The loan is part of a broader G7 plan, which aims to use proceeds
from frozen Russian assets to aid Ukraine.

* Von der Leyen mentioned that €160 million from these frozen
Russian assets would go toward meeting Ukraine's humanitarian
needs for the coming winter.



Energy Impact:

Russia's attacks have knocked out approximately 9 gigawatts (GW) of

Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, which von der Leyen compared to the energy
capacity of three Baltic states.

The EU aims to restore 2.5 GW of power generation and plans to increase
electricity exports to supply 2 GW to Ukraine.
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pandemic, and geopolitical crisis, the G7 discussed
to counter these crisis. The G7 affirmed to uphold
"the free and open international order" based on "the
rule of law", and strengthened the G7's outreach to
the emerging and developing countries.!'3'] The long
guest list reflects the attempts to woo what many call
the "Global South", a term used for developing
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, all of
whom have complex political and economic ties to
both Russia and China.['32] President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelenskyy attended two sessions as
guest and got a lot of attention.[!33]

The 50th G7 summit hosted many guest international
leaders representing Nations and International
organizations such as the UN, IMF, and the World
Bank. The summit also hosted Pope Francis of the
Vatican in his first appearance at a G7 Summit. The
Summit also hosted President Zelensky of Ukraine
for the 3rd year since the start of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. Indian Prime Minister too
attended the summit. The topics discussed included
the ongoing war in Ukraine, The Middle East, climate
change, China, Migration, and the Economy.[!34 [135]

The second time the Kananaskis area gets to host
the G7 Summit.['37]



Nike replaces
CEO with
veteran Hill

NIKE OUSTED BELEA-
GUERED chief executive offi-
cer (CEO) John Donahoe, bring-
ing longtime executive Elliott
Hill out of retirement in a bid
to return the struggling ath-
letic brand to its glory days.
Hill, 60, originally joined
Nike in 1988 and served as
president of consumer and
marketplacebeforeheretiredin
2020.Hewill take overon Octo-
ber 14.Donahoe, 64, will retire
and remain an adviser through
January. —BLOOMBERG
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Study: At 2m, Indians lead pool
of educated immigrants in US

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

recent analysis done by
Athe Migration Policy
Institute (MPI), a US-
based thinktank, revealed
that nearly 48% of ‘recent’
immigrants—thosearriving
in the US between 2018 and
2022 —held a college degree.,
Thirty-five percent of all
immigrant adults (14.1 mil-
lion people) had a bachelor’s
degreeorhigherasof 2022, ro-
ughly similar to the 36% of all
US-born adults (67.8 million)
who graduated college, cites
this study by Jeanne Batalo-
va, a senior policy analyst.
India led the global pool of
educated immigrants, consti-
tuting 2 million degree hol-
ders, or14% of the total educa-
ted immigrant population.
China (including Hong Kong)
followed with 1.1 million edu-
cated immigrants, making up
7.9% of the total college-edu-
cated immigrant population
as of 2022. The Philippines
and Mexico followed with 7%
and 6%, respectively. The ana-
lysis relied on data from the
US Census Bureau (2022 ACS).
Some college-educated im-
migrants come to the US on

TOP 5 SOURCE COUNTRIES FOR

COLLEGE-EDUCATED IMMIGRANTS

Country Numbers Percentage

(as of 2022) to total

India 2038176 N 144

China (incidnk) 1118166 [ 79 I Total of edu;;ted

Philippines 976,626 69 immigrants

Mexico 891702 63 14.154.000

SouthKorea 552006 W39 (aged 25 and older)
temporary visas for high-skil- rywell’in2022. Highly skilled

led workers and researchers,
or as family members of US
residents, or as humanitarian
migrants, or via other paths.
Others obtain their education
once they are inthe US.

The analysis does not re-
flect the numbers of college-
educated immigrants as of
2022 as against the stock in
each of the previous years.
However, it analyses the
number of college-educated
immigrants arriving betwe-
en 2018-2022, this inflow was
1.7 million. Nearly 20% of
this inflow was from India.

College-educated immi-
grants are likely to be profici-
ent in English, with 74% re-
porting speaking only Eng-
lish or speaking English ‘ve-

immigrants are more likely
to have advanced degrees
than their US-born counter-
parts. In 2022, 15% of immi-
grant college graduates held
professional or doctoral deg-
rees, compared to11% of their
US-born counterparts. Both
groups were roughly equally
likely to have a master’s deg-
ree (30% for the foreign born
and 28% for the US born).

The top five occupational
groups for immigrant college
graduates were management
(16%), computer and mathe-
matical occupations (13%),
health practitioners and
technicians (11%), business
and financial operations
(10%), and education and re-
lated occupations (9%).




India Leading Source of Educated Immigrants:

As of 2022, India is the top source country for college-educated
immigrants in the US, with 2.04 million degree holders, constituting
14.4% of the total college-educated immigrant population.

Other countries in the top five are China (including Hong Kong) with

1.1 million educated immigrants (7.9%), Philippines, Mexico, and
South Korea.



 Educational Attainment:

* 35% of all immigrant adults in the US (14.1 million people) held a
bachelor's degree or higher in 2022, nearly on par with the 36% of US-born
adults with a college degree.

* Nearly 20% of the inflow of college-educated immigrants between 2018
and 2022 came from India.

 Skilled Workers and Temporary Visas:

* Many educated immigrants came to the US via temporary work visas for
high-skilled workers or through other family, humanitarian, or employment
pathways.



Occupational Categories:

The top five occupational groups for immigrant college graduates
include:

e Management (16%)

e Computer and mathematical occupations (13%)
e Health practitioners and technicians (11%)

e Business and financial operations (10%)

e Education and related occupations (9%).



National Centre of
Excellence for Animation



The Union Cabinet approved the establishment of a National

Centre of Excellence (NCoE) for Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming,
Comics, and Extended Reality (AVGC-XR), named the Indian

Institute for Immersive Creators (ll1C).

This institution, modeled after lITs and [IMs, will be located in
Mumbai and aims to position India as a global content hub.




It will offer specialized training, foster research and
development, and support startups in the AVGC-XR
sector, enhancing India’s soft power and attracting

foreign investments.

The NCoE will focus on India’s IP creation, cultural
content, and employment opportunities, contributing to
the Atmanirbhar Bharat
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NATIONAL CENTRE
OF EXCELLENCE (NCOE)
FORAVGC-XR

Aim: Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, Comics, and
Extended Reality

Objectives: m———
® Anchor AVGC-XR ecosystem

in India
® Foster R&D

® Create Indian IP for domestic
and global markets
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® Incubate startups

® Enhance India's soft power
and attract FDI

*AVGC-XR: Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, Comics,
and Extended Reality
Source: Gol







The Union Cabinet approved the Biotechnology Research
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development (Bio-

RIDE) scheme, merging two existing Department of Biotechnology
schemes.

Bio-RIDE aims to foster innovation, bio-entrepreneurshi
sustainable biomanufacturing.




« Key components of Bio-RIDE:

1.Biotechnology Research & Development (R&D) — Supports cutting-edge
research in fields like synthetic biology and bioenergy.

2.Industrial & Entrepreneurship Development (I&ED) — Promotes bio-
entrepreneurship through funding, incubation, and mentorship.

3.Biomanufacturing and Biofoundry — Focuses on sustainable practices and
circular bioeconomy to address healthcare, agriculture, and climate challenges.



 The scheme encourages industry-academia
collaboration, supports extramural funding for research, and
aims to make India a global leader In

biotechnology, contributing to the goal of a $300 billion
bioeconomy by 2030.




o
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Bio-RIDE Scheme

Budget:
Rs 9197 crore
(2021-22 to 2025-26)

Purpose: Support
advanced biotech R&D

a) Biotechnology Research and
Development (R&D)

b) Industrial & Entrepreneurship
Development (I&ED)

c) Biomanufacturing and Biofoundry

Objectives: Promote
bio-entrepreneurship, innovation,
industry-academia collaboration,
sustainable biomanufacturing,
research funding, and human
resource development

Source: Gol






 The Amazon River basin is experiencing an unprecedented
drought, with water levels plummeting to historic lows across
the region.

e About

 In Tabatinga, a Brazilian town bordering Colombia,
the Solimoes River, a major tributary of the Amazon, has
reached its lowest level on record.

 The nearby Lake Tefe, where more than 200 freshwater
dolphins died in last year’s drought, has also dried up, depriving
the endangered pink mammals of a favorite habitat.



« Amazon River

* It Is the largest river by
volume of water and second
longest river after the Nile river of
Africa in the world.It represents
20% of the global riverine
discharge into oceans.

 Source: River has Its source In
the Peruvian Andes, at an
elevation of 5,598 m.

* Length: 6400 km.




Basin: The basin includes the greater part of Brazil and Peru,some
parts of Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia and a small area of Venezuela.

Tributaries: Japura, Jurua, Madeira, Negro, Purus, and Xingu rivers.

Mouth: Atlantic Ocean on the northeastern coast of Brazil.




How US Fed Rate Cut Could
Impact the Indian Market?



* The United States Federal Reserve announced that it will cut
the benchmark interest rate, the Federal Funds Rate, by 50
basis points, or half a percentage point.

 About

« A cut In interest rate typically incentivises economic activity,
promotes growth, and increases job creation by making it
cheaper for people to borrow money.

» Conversely, a hike In interest rates or persistently high interest
rates tend to drag down economic growth and employment
generation.



Impact on Indian economy

India Is a capital-scarce economy, and lower interest rates in the US will
likely incentivise global investors to borrow in the US and invest in India, In
stocks, debt, or in the form of foreign direct investment (FDI).

Repeated lowering of interest rates in the US will also lead to some weakening
in the US dollar’s exchange rate with other currencies such as the Indian
rupee.

« This, in turn, will impact India’s exporters (adversely) and importers
(positively).
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* Indian Government Bond Yields are influenced by which of the following?
(2021)

1.Actions of the United States Federal Reserve
2.Actions of the Reserve Bank of India

3.Inflation and short-term interest rates

* Select the correct answer using the code given below.

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d).1, 2 and 3






The union cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the
building of the first unit of the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) by extending
the scope of Gaganyaan program.

About

The first module of BAS will be launched in 2028 and by 2035 the fully
operational indigenous space station will be created.

The BAS will be placed in low earth orbit, at 400 km above the earth’s surface.



 The 52-tonne space station will serve as a research platform
for Indian astronauts and scientists to conduct experiments in
microgravity, astronomy and Earth observation, and will allow
astronauts to stay in orbit for 15-20 days.

* Do you know?

e Currently, there are only two operational space stations —
the International Space Station (ISS), developed In
cooperation by the United States, Russia, Japan, Europe and
Canada; and China’s Tiangong Space Station (TSS).
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