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DOUBLE ROLE

Kerala’s
everyday
heritage

heroes

Citizens pitch in to protect the State’s diverse

legacy, facing threat from modernisation,
n and natural disasters

AAP leader Atishi
sworn in as Delhi
Chief Minister

Misquoted, says
Justice V. Srishananda
of the Karnataka HC

Why did Hezbollah
come under attack
through gadgets?

NEWS » PAGES

MEWS » PAGE 3

FAQ » PAGE 8

WASHINGTON
White House officsis met and
assured Sikh sctivists that the
U.S. government i committed
%o protecting Americans from

Sri Lanka votes to

Result to be out today; voter turnout in range
of 75% to 80%, says election observer group

erina peaceiully held pre-

d_\y. PPhe oo of the
critical election, expected

phase of economic recov-

last Presidential election in
2019 saw a record voter
turnout of 83.72%.

Th n assumes
significance for it is the first
time citizens had a say in
determining the country’s
leadership after a historic

people’s uprising in 2022
forced former President

Gotabaya o flee

the country o “quit office,
at the height of the crip-
pling meltdown.

D

ery.,
ridis two years agn.

While an announce-
Typhoid shows ment of the official voter
resiatance i turnour is awaited, the Pe-
ople’s Action for Free and

some Fair E a local elec-
er group, said it

NEW DELHI was lHkely to be in the
A report by the Indian Councl | ¥ of 75% to 80%. The

of Medical Research (ICMR)

om
Presidential polls that had

marked by a

plck a new President

seeks

Pr i
I his project of reviving the country’s batte'red economy

bowesto s

counting centre in Jafina on Saturdsy. REUTERS

parliamentary  vote  in
2022. sought a mandate to
continue his project of re-
viving the country's bat-
cered

and
President Ranil
mesinghe. who replaced
Mr. Gotal thi dasa

s matn rivals from the
Opposition. Sajith Prema-
Anura Kumara

Dissanayake, ran on a
plank of “change”, offering
relief from the burden of
the government’s ongoing
IMFled reform  pro-

gramme.
Sarojini

i Rival c

day at the College House. a

the burden of’ gnvl.s IM

offer relief from

fcorrupe- political esta-

building of the University
of Colombo.

“Honest President’
“Today will be the last time
1 am called upon to do my
civic duty. I am voting for

an honest President who

she said.
Eliminating corruption
has been a running theme
for_voters shead of this

election. It takes
pular chant during the
2022,

) 97,
turned up early on Satur-

when citizens bhnned the

for their misery
and demanded a “system

about the need for change
at the country” helm. The

-led reform programme

candsdate rs a major-
ity, which Is more likely in

country’s woes.
have not ended, said Azar,
a voter. “See the long lines
of people waiting at the
passport office [hoping to
leave the country for jobs
elsewhere] . ir s clear that

ms are scill there

race,

aulhurlxtes will under
round

the top two candidates,
and add it to their respec-

count.
In Sri Lanka's preferen-
tal voting system, voters
get to mark three candi-
Sates on the balloc indicat-
ing their order of prefe-
rence.

Surveillance Network found
diseases like poeumonia and
eyphoid showed resstance 1o
certain antbiotics. » PAGE 5

Pesichs on Saturday said that he
was discussing with religious
heads on how to purify the
Tieumala temple.» PAGE 3

BEIRUT
Lebaron's Mezbollah

movement on Ssturday said
that two commanders of its

Beinat » PAGE 12

Returning to the sea

rf

Team work: F
week-long break for the Onam festival, 3 majority of fishermen have returned to the sea NIRMAL HAZINDRAN

ishermen pufing a large fishing net from the sea on the Kochuvel beach in Thinuvananthapuram on Ssturday. After 3

India invites foreign diplomats to J&K to see polls

Peerzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

EW DELHI

Buoyed by peaceful polling
and a higher voter turnout

tson held on September 18,
the External Affairs Minis-
try has invited a group of
senior diplomats, mainly
from the U.S., European

ats have accep!
vitation. y are expect-
ed to arrive in Kashmir on

ber 25, the day S:
going to the polls.

Officials called the em-
bassies over the past week,
asking them to nominate
diplomats for a visit in the
next few days bel

~day visit on Septem-
rinagar is

fore the

it Peopile standing in'a queve to cast votes at & golling
station dunng the first phase of J&K slections, i Anantnag. &

The last time the go-
such

1as well, when Bannlu.llz,

ts in nord\ Kashxulx
Vill go to the polls.

tours was In 2020, after
spliting the erstwhile State

taken to Jammu and Srina-

to quell concerns over
the security measures ta-
ken. the Internet clamp-
down and

rem e ‘Eroups of Ambassa:

European Parliament were

rests of political acehvists in
the Valley.

Diplomats were ako ta-
ken to Srinagar for a visit

during the G-20 Tourism
meet in May 2023.

in the run-up to the As-
sembly  election last
month, senior diplomats of
Germany and o tiraed

rence leader Omar Abdul-
lah, Peoples Conference
chief Sajjad Lone, and a
number of other main-
stream politicians to assess
the ground situation.
While the Canadian High

been

ateam
from the mission may tra-
wvel to Jammu & Kashmir in
the next week.
The did not res-
pond to a request for infor-
mation e visits.

PM Modi meets Biden
ahead of Quad summit

WILMINGTON
Prime Minister Narendra
et U.S. President
Joe Biden for bilateral talks
at the President’s house in
3 lon, ware, on
Saturdarv
The meeting took place
shortly after the Prime M-
nister ar in the city for
2 summit-level meeting of

abun'y to find new areas of

The White House media
pool and Indian travelling
prai im0t Barve accass
%o the bilateral talks, which
the White House described
as a “personal meeting".

External Affairs Minister

cetti were present from the
U.S. side.

The flagship event of the
day, the Quad Summit,
which is being held at Mr.

Biden’s high school, s ex-
pected e new

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with US. President Joe Biden 3t the
Detaware, on Saturday. AN

fatter's residence in Greenvitie,
the Quad fellowship.
and Russia woul

be “critical priorities” in
the bilateral meeting bet-
geen Mr. Modi and Mr. B
den, U. Security
Retviser jake Sullivan said
on rday. “Countries
like India should step up
and support the principles
of soverelgnty and errito-
rial integrity. an, T ev-

plying inputs to Russias

= he said, ad-

ding et e Bicien sromidl

hear from Mr. Modi about

the Prime Minister’s visit to
Ukraine in A

On China, Mr. Sullivan

Gy and coordinate. ap-
proaches “to extent
that it makes sense for
both countries™

However, Mr. Sullivan
also said there
be a - to

South China Sea and with
regard to North Korea,
another sensor U.S. admi-
nistration official sasd.

guards on board its vessel
in_the Indo-Pacific, with
other countries then tak-
ing turns to host, as part of
anew initiative.

In the context of China,
a senior Biden administra-
ton official em sed
that the Quad continues to
be defined “as a partner-
ship, not a milirary afliance
of any ki

Onthe! Joint exercises by

forcing
and the. con(lnully of inter-
national law”

The -Quad Cancer
Moonshot'- a pet project of
Mr. Biden, whose adult son

China and that each coun-
try had its own approach

o Belfing.
China, along with other
countries, like  DPRK
(North Korea) will be dis-
cussed and the Summit's
Joine statement will con-
“some of the strongest
language- to date on the

nounce that the Quad fel-



PM Modi meets Biden
ahead of Quad summit

Tir: Lakshman
WILMINGTON

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met U.S. President
Joe Biden for bilateral talks
at the President’s house in
Wilmington, Delaware, on
Saturday.

The meeting took place
shortly after the Prime Mi-
nister arrived in the city for
a summit-level meeting of
the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad) with Mr.
Biden, Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida.

“The United States’
partnership with India is
stronger, closer, and more
dynamic than any time in
history,” tweeted Mr. Bi-
den, who is in the final
months of his presidency.
Mr. Biden added that he
was “struck” by Mr. Modi’s
ability to find new areas of
cooperation.

The White House media
pool and Indian travelling
press did not have access
to the bilateral talks, which
the White House described
as a “personal meeting”.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri and
India’s Ambassador to the
U.S. Vinay Mohan Kwatra
were present at the meet-
ing from the Indian side.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan and U.S. Am-
bassador to India Eric Gar-
cetti were present from the
U.S. side.

The flagship event of the
day, the Quad Summit,
which is being held at Mr.
Biden’s high school, is ex-
pected to announce new
joint coast guard exercises,
an initiative to combat can-
cer, and an expansion of

-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U.S. President Joe Biden at the

latter’s residence in Greenville, Delaware, on Saturday. ANI

the Quad fellowship.

China and Russia would
be “critical priorities” in
the bilateral meeting bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Mr. Bi-
den, U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said
on Saturday. “Countries
like India should step up
and support the principles
of sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and that ev-
ery country everywhere
should refrain from sup-
plying inputs to Russia’s
war machine,” he said, ad-
ding that Mr. Biden would
hear from Mr. Modi about
the Prime Minister’s visit to
Ukraine in August.

On China, Mr. Sullivan
said the two leaders would
discuss not just security
but also technology and
economic aspects of their
dynamics with Beijing and
try and coordinate ap-
proaches “to the extent
that it makes sense for
both countries”.

However, Mr. Sullivan
also said there would not
be a “Quad approach” to
China and that each coun-
try had its own approach
to Beijing.

China, along with other
countries, like DPRK
(North Korea) will be dis-
cussed and the Summit’s
joint statement will con-
tain “some of the strongest
language” to date on the

South China Sea and with
regard to North Korea,
another senior U.S. admi-
nistration official said.

The U.S. Coast Guard
will welcome Indian, Aus-
tralian and Japanese coast
guards on board its vessel
in the Indo-Pacific, with
other countries then tak-
ing turns to host, as part of
a new Quad initiative.

In the context of China,
a senior Biden administra-
tion official emphasised
that the Quad continues to
be defined “as a partner-
ship, not a military alliance
of any kind”.

On the joint exercises by
the coast guards of Quad
members, the official said
it was not to be seen as a
red flag but consistent with
the Quad’s goal of “rein-
forcing peace and stability
and the continuity of inter-
national law”.

The ‘Quad Cancer
Moonshot’- a pet project of
Mr. Biden, whose adult son
died of cancer in 2015, will
involve screening, vaccines
and treatment, supported
by donations from all four
Quad partners, a senior ad-
ministration official said.
The summit will also an-
nounce that the Quad fel-
lowship is officially being
expanded to include stu-
dents from South East
Asian countries.



* Meeting Between Modi and Biden:

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi met U.S. President Joe Biden in
Wilmington, Delaware, for bilateral talks ahead of the Quad summit.
This meeting is described as personal and focused on strengthening
the India-U.S. partnership.

* Biden emphasized that the relationship between the U.S. and India is
stronger, closer, and more dynamic than ever. He expressed
admiration for Modi’s ability to identify new cooperation areas.



e Quad Summit Focus:

 The Quad summit also includes leaders from Australia (Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese) and Japan (Prime Minister Fumio Kishida).

* Topics for the bilateral meeting included India’s stance on Russia and
China, especially regarding the ongoing Ukraine war and maintaining
sovereignty and territorial integrity. The U.S. urged India to play a
more significant role in supporting these principles.



* Key Priorities:
* China and Russia were highlighted as critical priorities in the bilateral meeting. Jake

Sullivan, U.S. National Security Adviser, stressed that countries should refrain from
supporting Russia’s war machine.

* China’s relationship with India and the other Quad members, including discussions on
the South China Sea and North Korea, were major topics of concern. There was an
emphasis that the Quad is not intended as a military alliance but a partnership for
reinforcing regional peace and stability.



 Quad Initiatives:

* The U.S. Coast Guard will collaborate with India, Australia, and Japan
in joint exercises in the Indo-Pacific to combat piracy and expand
maritime security.

* The Quad fellowship program will be expanded to include students
from Southeast Asia.



1.0ther Topics Discussed:

1. Health and Science Collaboration: A significant focus was on cancer research,
a personal project of President Biden, after the loss of his son. The "Quad
Cancer Moonshot" initiative will work on cancer screening, vaccines, and
treatment, with funding from Quad members.



INDIA-US RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW

The confluence of common factors like democratic values, Shared areas of Interests,
Stand against terrorism makes India and US enjoy a comprehensive strategic partnership.

I

$ 128.55 billion Largest Export 3" largest defence $28 billion
Bilateral trade in destination i (~f;’g?lﬁel’ dia’ India maintains a
2022-23 (increase of US is the major ra s g trade surplus with
3" largest defence the US
7.65% over 2021-22) export hub supplier after
for Indian goods. Russia (~45%)
and France (~29%)

@ US recognized India as a “Major Defence Partner” in 2016.

@ US Defence agreements like
o Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Association (LEMOA), 2016

o Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), 2018
o Industrial Security Agreement 2019
o Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) 2020 are signed with India

® Bilateral military exercises like Yudh Abhyaas, Vajra prahar, Malabar, RIMPAC etc. are
conducted between the two countries.

® Indian diaspora in US is around 4.9 Million and they form the second largest immigrant
group in US after the Mexicans

@ People to People ties




The Four Foundational Agreements

General Security of Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA) - enables the
sharing of military intelligence and
requires each country to protect the
others classified information

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Association (LEMOA) - permits the
military of either country to use the others’
bases for re-supplying or carrying out
repairs

Communications Compatibility and
Security Agreement (COMCASA) -
enables the two countries to share secure
communication and exchange
information on approved equipment
Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation
(BECA) - will allow India to use US
geospatial maps to get pinpoint military
QCCUracy




Sunday. September 22, 2024
CHENRAL

THE HINDU

News

‘PM silent on crimes
against women in
BJP-ruled States’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday

an Army officer’s fiancee in
police custody in Odisha
and other such incidents of
against women in
d|e H]Pm]ed States.
leader Ajoy
Kumar, addressing a press
conference along with the
chairman of the All India
Congress Committee's ex-
servicemen department,
Colonel Rohit Chaudhry
(retd), referred to the arti-
e, Enough is enough, by
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on the rape and mur-
der of a young doctor in
ta.

He said, “Some time
ago, President Droupadi
Aurmu had said “enough is
enough’ in the wake of the
Kolkata incident. Now, we

stortal in one of the major
nati. ilies, ~saying
“enough ts enougl'?

Mr. Kumar said that
some men had misbe-

perep—

haved with the

White House officials
meet Sikh activists
before Modi’s U.S. visit

This is the first time that National Securit

that US. govt is committed to protecting Americans from acts of transnational aggression

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

hite House offi-
clals have met a

that the U.S. government is
G

of
an Army SBrigadier, but
when she went to a “model
llce station™ to com-
Plain, she and her fance
Srere brutally beaten up. A
fake case was made and
the victim and her compa-
nion were taken into

custody.
e also referred to the

pur last year in which the
wife of an Army jawan was
disrobed.

and Amit Shah,” the Con-
gress leader said.

o
Americans from any acts of

visit 1o the US. during
which he will attend the
Qi Semnunle v Dlimars
and address
of the Furure- at the UN.
General Assembly In New
York.

Held inside the White

'S B EE

The mesting was attended by

ke begh

toves of the Sikh Coalition

reprezenta
2nd Sih American Legal Defence and Education Fund. REUTERS.

“Yesterday we had the

lance In protecting our

We asked

ttee repre-
sentatives from the Sikh
Coalition and Sikh Ameri-
can Legal Defence and
Education Fund (SALDEF).

them to do more, and we
I hold them to their as-

sunumes that they will”

Committee told PTI on Fri.

Ina past on X, Mr. Singh

thanked the U.S. officials
for their vigilance in pro-

their assurances to

initiated by the White
House.

Air Marshal Amar
Preet Singh to be
next Air Force chief

Dinakar Peri
EW DELHI

Afr Marshal Amar Preet
Singh has been appointed
the next Chief of the Air

currently the Vice-
Chief of the Indian Air
He will take ov-

c 2
Schiff early this week intro-
duced (.he ’l‘rmﬂol’ul
Repres: eporting Act
of 2024 \lhlch would re-

inthe U.S.

Civil lawsuit
mnex this week, Khalista-

more 1o our
stommily: Bresdois ant smgh Pannun filed a civil
Justice muse he  lawsuit against the Govern-
said. This is Khe ( ment d India

and separatists. No other
details of the meeting were
available. The meeting was

o Naonal
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
afer which the US. Dis-
trict Court for the South-
ern District of New York is-
sued a summons in the
case.

er the top past on Septem-
ber 30, when the incum-
bent Air Chief Marshal V.R.
Chaudhari

“The Government has
appointed Air  Marshal
Amar Preet Singh present-
ly serving as Vice Chief of
the Alr Staff, as the next
Chief of the Alr Staff, in the
rank of Air Chief Marshal,
with effect from the after-
noon of September 30,
2024, the Defence Minis-
try said in a statement on
San

An alumnus of the Na-

Defence College, Air Mar-
shal s: commis-
sioned into the fighter
stream of - on

21,

He is a quallﬁed fying
instructor and an experi-
mental test pilos with more
than 5, hours of flying
experience on a variety of

on September 30.
fixed and rotary wing
aircraft.

Air Marshal Singh has

T squ:
P s il
pilot, he led the MIG-29 up-

Pager blasts: Norway
citizen having Kerala
roots under scanner

KALPETTA

The Special Branch (SB) of
the Kerala Police initated
inquiries into Rinson Jose,

left

of his alleged involvement

in the pager blasts that
shook Lel

P.L. Shyju. Depu!y Su-

perintendent _of Police,

aid officials visited Mr. jos-

s howse at Mananthavady

action is being pursued
against him, nm- is he cur-
rently a target of any nves-
s i i, e aar
Reports indicate . that
Mr. jose has been active
within the Malayali com-

Rinson Jose

munity in
His unkedln | Brosile re-
veals that s been em-
ployed Wb DI nodts
Grol since M 2022
and it describes him as an
entrepreneur

nagng
NortaLink, a company fo-
cused on IT services, con-
sulting, procurement, and

uation of Mr. Jose's family.

Rahul defends remarks, says
BJP spreading lies to stop
him from speaking truth

NEW DELHI

Breaking his silence on the
roversy over his state-
ments in the U.S., Leader

speak up for the values
that define India: our unity

Rahul Gandhe

in diversity, equality. and
love.” Mr. Gandhl added.
. from a dhs»
pors evene T Harisgon,
nta

about politics. That &s su-
perficial™

“The fight is about
whether he, as a Stkh, is
going to be allowed to wear
his turban in India or he, as

a Sikh, is going to be al-
lowed to wear a “kada® in

to go to a

s what the
fight is about. And not just
for him, for all religions.”
he added.

Mr. Gandhi then ac-

d  the tva

Swayamsevak of

res cel in States, lan-
gua, religions,

zes, . and com-
munities as inl‘er(ar to oth-
ers.

He asserted that the
fight was about what type
of India one was going to
have. “Are we going to have
an India where people are

what
they want to aliove, peo-
ple are allowed to respect
what they want 1o 1
Ay Sone mey want to say?

to have an
inddla whre oty = few B
mited people can decide
what is going to happen?™
he noted.

BJP says Rahul must retract
statement as it is causing
harm to Sikh community

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party

(8JP) on Saturday cited a

Joine statement of several
and

cent trip to the US.
ect to the cor sty

Ar a press conference,
BJP leader Manjinder Singh

kata Central Committee,
met Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand
Rai on the issue_

Stating that there was a
lot of anger within the

Manjinder Singh Sirsa

comm across the

counts Mr. Gandhi's

statement, he said similar

statements were made by
82

ding that antiindia ele-
ments twant
Singh Pannun, who is a de-
signated “terroriss~, also
tmed Mr. Gandhly stae-

T e BIP leader said Mr.
Rai recounted the sacrific-
es made by the Sikh com-

munity in strengthening
i secidtog the countsy

ned those
speaklng il of the ‘com.
munity. Mr. Sirsa said Mr.
Gandhi should withdraw
his statement made in the
US., sk was caisting
harm to the community. -1

ve Rahul Gandht

and retact s statement;
he said.

‘Cashless treatment’

Mr. Sirsa also criticised
ief  Minister

over the

planes for Aam Aadmi Par-
ty chief Arvind Kejriwal.

Andhra Pradesh government plans
to ‘purify’ Tirumala temple: Naidu

w
VIUAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du on Saturday suggest,

that the instructions given

Business as usual:
Scarry TTD temale in Vijayawada on Saturday. G.N.9A0

he said, while stating that
previous attempes to make
laddus that matched the
quality of the ones pre-

attacking the present go-  pared for TTD, at the Ayod-

vemment  with @l  hyatemple had failed.

pretences. brief conversation
““We with at the

ity of the prasadam tested
in all temples in the State,”

with
TDP office near Mangalagi-
ri in Guntur district on Sa-
turday. Mr. Naidu said the
NDA government in And-
hra Pradesh had always gi-

Devotees buying iaddu at Sri Venkateswara

ven utmost importance to

ments of devotees, and it
would not spare thase res-
ponsible for the adultera-
tion of ghee used by the
TTD, with animal fat. He
said Mr. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy and other YSRCP lead-
ers were taken aback by
the Na Dal

lopment Board (NDDE) re-

port on the ghee samples.

and what prompted the
then

Observations made during
judicial proceedings quoted
out-of-context: HC judge

BENGALURU

hall, before commence-
ment of Judicial
proceedi

woman advocate rece:
during judicial proceed-
ings, which had gone viral
on 2

d that the

0 government to go for | Maling it clear hat his cer-
reverse tendering rvations
“Soon the during ]udlda.l pl’oceed
reins ea!lier this year, 1in- | ings were reported out-of-
structe e TTD'S new Ex- context on soctal media
ecutive Officer (EO) to | platforms and his remarks
were and
temple a ation and | not to hurt any mdividual
he (the EO) took var or 1y section of the socte-
steps, including those for | ty~, Justice V. Srishananda
improvement of the quali- the Karnataka
t of the laddu Court o ex-

lacklisted several compa-
nies supplying ghee and
other ingredients of sub-
standard quality, and res-
umed purchasing Nandini
ghee,” Mr. Naidu stated.
State Congress chief Y.S.

urged
S. Abdul Nazeer to seek a
he govern-

day
sence of some of the office-
bearers of the Advocates”

and recommended for a
CBI probe into the issue.

{AAB), several lawyers, and
others present in the court

remark was not intended
to her [woman

kathas and  upakathas
[side stories] that the judge
during the hearing

stop narrating such things
during the hearing
comments made on

Eight High
Courts get
new Chief
Justices

NEW DELMIL

The Centre notified the ap-

Aﬁer e Sarrerne (Axu‘:

but it was to her client.

Stating_that he would
have clarified this point to
e If she

she was not present in the
hall.

“Excellent judgments®
When AAB President Vivek

\Du'l‘ube

amount
to interference in judicial

proc 3 lawyer
pointed Justice
Srishai 1

A fivejudge Bench,

headed by Chief Justice in-
dia DY. chamﬁradmd suo
motu took < of

o video clips that went
Viral sbout recent Comro:
versial’ observations made
by Justice Srishananda,
and the Bench had sought
areport from the Registrar-
General of the Kamnataka

High Court.
D

its Ju-
ly 11 recommendations.

The new Cjs are justice
K_R. Shriram (Madras
Court), Justice Nitin Mad-
hukar Jamdar (Kerala), Jus-
tice Manmohan (Delhi),
Justice Rajiv Shakdher (Hi-
machal Pradesh).

M.S. Ramachandra Rao
Uharkhand). and e
Prasanna Mukerji

cuggnlxyn
S Amx




Air Marshal Amar
Preet Singh to be
next Air Force chief

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Air Marshal Amar Preet
Singh has been appointed
the next Chief of the Air
Staff.

He is currently the Vice-
Chief of the Indian Air
Force (IAF). He will take ov-
er the top post on Septem-
ber 30, when the incum-
bent Air Chief Marshal V.R.
Chaudbhari retires.

“The Government has
appointed Air Marshal
Amar Preet Singh present-
ly serving as Vice Chief of
the Air Staff, as the next
Chief of the Air Staff, in the
rank of Air Chief Marshal,
with effect from the after-
noon of September 30,
2024,” the Defence Minis-
try said in a statement on
Saturday.

An alumnus of the Na-
tional Defence Academy,
the Defence Services Staff
College, and the National
Defence College, Air Mar-
shal Singh was commis-
sioned into the fighter
stream of the IAF on De-
cember 21, 1984.

He is a qualified flying
instructor and an experi-
mental test pilot with more
than 5,000 hours of flying
experience on a variety of

Air Marshal A.P. Singh
will take over the top post
on September 30.

fixed and rotary wing
aircraft.

Air Marshal Singh has
commanded an operation-
al fighter squadron and a
frontline air base. As a test
pilot, he led the MiG-29 up-
grade project management
team in Moscow, Russia.

He was also the project
director (flight test) at the
National Flight Test Centre
looking after the flight test-
ing of the light combat air-
craft (Tejas).

He served as the Air Of-
ficer Commanding-in-Chief
at the Central Air Com-
mand before taking over as
the Vice-Chief on February
1, 2023.

The Air Marshal is a reci-
pient of the Param Vishisht
Seva Medal and the Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal.



Appointment Announcement:

Air Marshal Amar Preet Singh has been appointed as the
next Chief of the Air Staff of the Indian Air Force (IAF). He

will assume the role on September 30, 2024, following the
retirement of Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari.



e Current Role:

* Air Marshal A.P. Singh is currently serving as the Vice Chief of the Air
Staff. The Government of India confirmed his elevation to the top
post in a statement issued by the Defence Ministry.



Background and Experience:

Education: Singh is an alumnus of prestigious military institutions, including the National
Defence Academy (NDA), Defence Services Staff College, and National Defence College.

Commission and Flying Experience: He was commissioned into the fighter stream of the IAF in
December 1984 and is a qualified flying instructor. He has over 5,000 flying hours on various
fixed and rotary-wing aircraft.

Test Pilot Experience: Singh is also an experimental test pilot, having led significant projects,
including the MiG-29 upgrade in Moscow and the flight testing of the Tejas light combat
aircraft.



Career Highlights:

Commanded an operational fighter squadron and a frontline
airbase.

Led the MiG-29 upgrade project in Moscow, Russia.

Served as the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Central Air
Command before becoming the Vice Chief on February 1, 2023.



e Awards:

* Air Marshal A.P. Singh has been awarded the Param Vishisht Seva
Medal and the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal for his distinguished service.
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At UN summit, India calls for
shift to sustainable living
Adopdng sustainable lifestyles could laclde many
llenges posed by climate change an:
su\xﬂsx Is more likely with affordable solullens
1India said at the United Nations “Summit of the
Future™ in New \'mk Addressing the summit on
¥Friday, Leela Nandan, uauuym the Union
Environment nlmlsn-y d climate change

reductions, but - weamlmeﬂkelymsuc(eedll
we offer am:rdahle solutions, not simply imj

cooperation to tackle emerging threats. rn

Settle land disputes, prevent
Nawada-like violence: Nitish

letion of land survey: he

After 34 houses of Dalits were torched. Bihar CM calls for quick ©
says

murders over property form a significant chunk of killings recorded by the SCRB in the State

PATNA

of March to 46.69% at

present.

“This is a good thing.
The work of land survey
and settlement should be
dily so that

Find lasting peace in Manipur
through talks, says Kiren Rijiju

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju requested the people

Meltei communities, the Governme:
ready to make every effort, but you will have to
give up arms. There can be no you
pick up arms. Solution can be fomd o anly

through talks. Come what may, you cannot fight.
Talk to each other, come to the negotiation table,
only then can we have peace™ »n

Massive protests in NIT-Patna
after student found dead

A second-year B.Tech. student at the Natonal

ogans on the camy
Superintendent of Police Sharat R.S. sald lhe
incident took place on the night of September

that an atsénpd wka fiade fo covee e iy (Thine
in mental distress can dial 1800-599-0019 for

support.)
‘Backdoor” intment of

Nagaland constables quashed

The Kohima Bench of the Gauhati High Court has
quashed the appointment of 935 Nagaland police
constables recruited without advertisement from

o Initiate a fresh recruitment process and ensure
to legal protocals. A
group of md:g:mus unemployed youth
sessing requisite qualifications and
sltghticy fled seversl periions in 3022

after learn mgv.hmug)ulugmml nformation
GTD application that 208 out of 140 constables
ere appointed through open recruitment.

SUDOKU
-

E

incidents of crime re-
lated to land disputes can
be eliminated. The admi-
nistration and the police
should keep a close watch
on anti-soclal elements.”
Mr. Kumar said at a high-le-
vel review meeting of the
Home Deparument at his
official re:

In the Nawada incident,
both victims and accused
belong to the Dalit com-
munity.

The police have lodged

IR against

government has given a

Glimmer of hope: The

has gven

of 21 lakh
ach to the families whose
utted.

Mr. Kumar said the State
police had 2,29139 posts
with 1,06,436 personnel on
the rolls. He told officials to
fill the vacant posts soon.
There should not be any
Mgugeme in

, he added.

law and order, and recruit-

ment to the vacant

soon as possible will help

i Akt L G e
P coumar sald women

had been given 35% reser-

in F Bibae. 711

vation in the State police
the ni

21 lakh each to the Dalit

sonnel who show negli-
gence in work. Speed up
the crime

since 2013, and num-
ber of women

had  reached  nearly
30,000

Enforcement of law and
grder was s top priority of
he sa;

gence in patrolling; intensi-
fy_night parroliing. To
make oot pa-
Traliing toee eﬂ'ewue se-
nior officials should visit
the areas and do surprise
imspections.  Everyone
should work wich full ded.
cation to main:

rder, Strict action will be
taken against police per-

work and complete it on
time so that action can be

for the past ane month. AF
ter the rec

Yaday said 1 d.eu isa junr
gle raj” in Bihar.

“Typhoid, pneumonia,
UTIs show resistance
to certain antibiotics’

NEW DELHL

Drugresistant and  diffi-

cult-to-treat urinary tract
infections (UTD, blood
stream infections, pneu-

Surveillance

The data collected by
the network provide
trends and parcerns of an-

resistance
revre key pathogen-
ic groups in the country,
along with insights on key

{\" ?‘:’;i

The data provide patterns of
antimicrobial resistance in six
pathogenic groups in india.

bacillus was most Isolated
GO, followed by Mieb-
preumoniae

03 3%, Staphylococcus
aurews (1215%), Pseudomo-
nas aeruginosa (12.06%),
and Enterococcus faecalis
@.ar%).
Am orin

prevalent in different path-
ogenic groups using ge-
nomics and whole genome
sequencing. This is the se-
venth detailed report from

including  blood. >
and respiratory tract sam-
ples. In the Outpatient De-
partment, Escherichia coli

lowed by Klebsiella pneu-
moniae (16.21%) and A.
baumannii (11.87%). In the
intensive care unk, A. bau-
mannii bacillus was m:
isolated (B . 74%), l‘ollmed
by

pnewmoniae
Do e
azarx).

Twenty-one  regional
centres from parts
of the country, h the

participated in the survedl-
lan

ICGA Foundation launches country’s first
comprehensive cancer genomics repository

1n a step towards improv-
ing the understanding of
genetic variations of can-
cer in the Indian popula-

ian r Ge-
Adas  (ICGA)
¥oundation has launched a

be
repository of anmmlon
on mukiple aspects of can.

“““Ihe portal will be the
first in India to offer data

breast cancer patients, in-
tegrated with clinical out-
comes,” Suveera Dhup,
Chldopelxnng Officer, IC-
A Foundation, said.
“Historically, cancer
treatments In India have

been based on Western da-

Mande, former Director-

General of the Council of

Scientific Industrial

Research (CSIR) and asso-

ciated with the Initiative,
. “Cre:

ating a repository
of this sort and openly
sharing this data, we are

ICGA expects researchers to use

cancer. 570K

Jinici: and

o collaborate, explore
new frontiers, and_drive
transformative reak-

b
duoug'l‘s in cancer treat-

O Carserinly; the plastirss
consists of data from S0

er 500 patients in the com-

ing vear, Dr. Dhup said.
The data was freely acces-
sible to tha global research
community, pro-

Soten ethical sharing ad
collaboration” In cancer
research. In the months
ahead, the ICGA expects
Publications and analysts

research-

d multi-

by
ers who use this data,
will pre ights
into unique India-centric
insight into breast cancer.

Inspiration from TCGA
“This repository alms to
have institutions break out

for is the U.S.

Cancer Genome Atlas

(TCGA)- Dr. Dimp sakd.
in 2006, the

Human Genome Research
Institute, and brings to-
from di-

ple insttutions. “The
TCG: a been a remar-
Kable repositary of the ge-
nomics of cancer and of
global importance. Howev-
er for a similar Indian in-
itiative to succeed, you not
only have a to create a sys-
tem of incentives for insti-
tutions to share their data
but alo have an eco-sys-

e hoﬁpluls i v

are invested in

que:

ble data,” a senlor genom-

ics researcher familiar with

the Inception of the ICGA
Hindu.

Hrest B Emnces o A0,
lung cancer as
the s Iezdlng cause of global

gether

After 42 days
of protest,
doctors get
back to work

The Hindu Bureau
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KOLKATA

Junior doctors pardially
resumed work in govern-
ment _hospitals
Bengal on Saturday morn-
ing after 42 days of protests
following_the rape and

ollege an:
RoxscIn In Kolkare on
August 5.
‘They have returned on-

N
N

611

not inpatient or o'l.n'palim(

e

8
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rotestin,

feelings and that she felt
d for the first few
hours since she returned
o work after 42 day
Dr. Seth said um the
doctors are now looking
oy bt i
than before.

No territory lost to China recently,
says Ladakh Lieutenant-Governor

Whatever loss of territory

is happening
now™, the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor (LG) of Ladakh, Bri-
gadier B.D. Mbhu (retd),
said on Saturday
He said the
are proving ~very effec
tive” and anybody who is
Making propagansa of the
many disadvantages about
this

“1 find lhat military
preparation s

S as far as Union Territo-
ry administration is con-
cerned we are developing
infrastructure, we are de-

ganisation (BRO), are sanc-
tioned without delay,” he-
told presspersons on the

Lieutenant-Gavernor of Ladakh Srigadier B.0. Mishea {Retd)
ey aturday. sPe

sidelines of the Himtech
symposium that conclud-
ed on Saturday.

Re)ec(lng the
mours~

of* (enltmy Toas
said, “I have been on the
ground, to Galwan, to oth-
er places, whatever territo-
1y was lost in 1962 or
around that period that
servicory s with the adver-
have ta-

a knows that
wall defend to the last man

and last bullet
Since May 2020, lndia
and China have been
gaged in a standoff In east-
ern Ladakh after Chinese

made ingress at seven loca-
tions which resulted in a
bloody clash at Galwan in
June 2020. Both sides have
undertaken  disengage-
‘ment at five locations since
after a series of talks at the

mch
stuck for the lLast two

vears. With the upcoming
BRICS summit next month,
there has been buzz of a
possible - movement —on

1‘0 B question on the de-
by Ladakhis for
tatenood, he sad there s
no such situation e
the Government of India is
not ready to listen to the
demands.

‘Agnipath effective’
Onthe Agnipath scheme of

Rahul speaks
to parents of
deceased E&Y
professional

W DELHI

Speaking with the parents

weeks. Mr. Gandhi spoke

Tnuded the familys cour
age and selflessness to
speak up at this extremely
difficult moment about this
issue in the larger interest
of improving working con-
ditions for the millions of
professionals in India.
Assuring them that he
will fight for this cause in
his capacity as the Leader

AIPC chief to create an
in

o the Indian military an-

nounced In Jjune 2022,

Brig. Mishra said a plan

which was thought of,
anned

ey
will be very competent pe-

about this Agnipath pro-
Jject are “not in national in-

terest”, sorry to say bor-
dering on antinational, he

Agniveer s a very
e pmyea

Anna’s memory for all
working professionals in
India.

Helpline soon

“Following Gandhi’s in-
structions, AIPC will an-
nounce a helpline soon to
collect inf



‘Typhoid, pneumonia,
UTIs show resistance
to certain antibiotics’

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Drug-resistant and diffi-
cult-to-treat urinary tract
infections (UTI), blood
stream infections, pneu-
monia, and typhoid are
among the diseases show-
ing resistance to common-
ly used antibiotics, says a
report published recently
by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance Network
(AMRSN).

The data collected by
the network provide
trends and patterns of an-
timicrobial resistance
(AMR) in six key pathogen-
ic groups in the country,
along with insights on key
mechanisms of resistance
prevalent in different path-
ogenic groups using ge-
nomics and whole genome
sequencing. This is the se-
venth detailed report from
the ICMR-AMRSN and pre-
sents data from January 1
to December 31, 2023.

Gram-negative bacilli,
which can cause infections
anywhere in the body, re-
main the most isolated
pathogens from the most
clinically relevant samples,
including blood, urine,
and respiratory tract sam-
ples. In the Outpatient De-
partment, Escherichia coli

The data provide patterns of
antimicrobial resistance in six
pathogenic groups in India.

bacillus was most isolated
(30.74%), followed by Kleb-
siella pneumoniae
(13.63%), Staphylococcus
aureus (12.15%), Pseudomo-
nas aeruginosa (12.06%),
and Enterococcus faecalis
(4.41%).

Among in-patients or in
the ward, again Escheri-
chia coli bacillus was the
most isolated (22.75%), fol-
lowed by Klebsiella pneu-
moniae (16.21%) and A.
baumannii (11.87%). In the
intensive care unit, A. bau-
mannii bacillus was most
isolated (23.74%), followed
by Klebsiella pneumoniae
(20.88%) and E. coli
(13.11%).

Twenty-one regional
centres from various parts
of the country, in both the
public and private sectors,
participated in the surveil-
lance.



Antibiotic Resistance:

Diseases such as urinary tract infections (UTIls), bloodstream
infections, pneumonia, and typhoid are showing increasing
resistance to commonly used antibiotics.

The study presents data from the ICMR's Antimicrobial Resistance
Surveillance Network (AMRSN) and highlights resistance trends in
six key pathogenic groups from January 1 to December 31, 2023.



For in-patients, Escherichia coli
was also the most commonly
isolated pathogen (22.75%),
followed by Klebsiella
pneumoniae (16.21%) and
Acinetobacter baumannii
(11.87%).

In the intensive care unit (ICU),
Acinetobacter baumannii was
the most isolated pathogen
(23.74%), followed by Klebsiella
pneumoniae (20.88%) and
Escherichia coli (13.11%).

/ /




* Surveillance and Participation:

* The data were collected from 21
regional centers across the country,
representing both public and private
healthcare sectors.

* These findings emphasize the
growing challenge of managing
infections as pathogens continue to
evolve and develop resistance to

existing treatments. . |



CAUSES OF

R
ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANGE  consequences of AM

. a® Greater number of AMR ". v
o Ay deaths (currently 5mn  « R N
. & ' i
“ ® per year)
% S _ UREN R
Over-prescribing Patients Unnecessary -
of antibiotics not taking antibiotics used A
antibiotics as in agriculture ‘ Routine treatment
prasoribo becomes riskier to
: perform
[/ o
P& a
Poor infection Poor hygiene Lack of rapid Economic loss n
control in hospitals and sanitation laboratory tests
and clinics practices
Steps taken
India Global
e Chennai declaration (2012): It EU: ban on preventive mass medication
promotes antibiotic stweardship in animals using antibiotics or other
e Red-line campaign drugs.
e National action plan on AMR (2017- UN: One Health Approach
21) WHO: AWaRe Classification of

antibiotics
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Arms depot in northwest Russia Kenvan court rules that Meta can Cambodia is no longer part

Iran unveils new drone. ballistic

Shahed-1368 drone has an cpera

tonal range of 4,000 km. 45

on fire after Ukrainian drone strike

A blaze tore through a Russizn arms.

be sued over moderator sackin;

oo™Mete

triemering explosions and the clasure of  major highway. after

laurched ove

Russia

it The deprot wias st Illormetres from another that was stack
by

ahuge fire. AP

REUTERS

A has ruled that US. :«nalmmgam“mmbe

sued aver pocr working conditicns and

the way for

it attic i the Eatt Afican nation. The Nairobi Court of Appeal

ruling on Fridsy concerns the sa

of border development deal

-~
Cambodia has

deak i\ b o L e rieme Minister Hum Manet ssid in 5
about the

Facebook by Sama, 3 Meta contractor. 457

o has

Bt the Socus of criticim and owarseas protasts recently, AR

At least 22
killed in Israeli
attack on a
Gaza school

An
school in northern Gaza on
Saturday killed at least 22

israeli strike on a

mand center in what used

to be a school.
Another were

wounded in the st

the school in the Zeitoun

women and children, it
said.

The Israell Army said
carlier on Saturday it
struck Hamas's “command
and control center, which
was embedded inside a
compound that previously
served” as a school. It said

nitions. and aerial
surveillance.
Since the outbreak of

the IsraelHamas war, the

displaced, according to fi-
gures from the United
Nations.
Earlier this month, an
israeli strike hit a school
the Nuselrat refugee camp.
e July, Israeli airstrikes
btr 2 irle’ achool tn Detr at-
Balah, killing at least 30 pe-
ople shellenng nside, 15
rael’s military said it targes-

e of s

Three children were

BEIRUT
ebanon's Hezbollah
movement, which
has been excha

ing fire with Israel for

months, on Saturday an-
nounced two com-
manders of its elite opera-
tions unit had been killed
by an Israeli strike on Bei-
rut, which authorities sald
left 37 people dead.
Minister Firass

strike on an underground
meeting room.

Israel said the swike
Killog the Head of Hosbel.
lah’s elite Radwan Force,

Two commanders Kkilled in
Israel’s Beirut hit: Hezbollah

the 37 people killed in Israels air strike on Friday: the mili

group

Earty scar: A chid wears 3 headband durng a funersl for the three

Fezbollah members killed in Sraeli strike on Beirut.

Ibrahim Aqd, and several
other commanders.

The military said on
turday it was again hlmng
targets “bel to the

euTERS

Hezbollah terrorist organi-
sation in Lebanon”, with-
out ating.

The Iran-backed group
later said it ar least

said it targeted seven military positions in northern Israel and the occupied Golan with rockets

nexed Golan Heights with
rockets.

Mr. Abiad, Lebanon's
Health Minister, said emer-

U.S. lawmakers announce
bipartisan Quad caucus

Sriram Lakshman
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

A bipartisan group of

gency services worked | p a, the US.,
“through the night" to re- Australia and japan, on the
cover victims from the Beil- of a summit-level meet-
Tut strike, adding that a | ing of the Eroup’s leaders
col- e U.S.

lapsed on top of | State of Delawa
occupants®. The caucus was
Hezbollah said a second | launched on Friday by De-
senior commander, | mocrac  Representative
Anmed Mahmud Wahbi, | AmiBers. ranking member

was also killed on Friday. It
sasd he headed the group's
operations against israel
from the onset of the Gaza
war in October until the
start of this year.

House Forel Af-
fairs indo-Pacific Subcom-
mittee, Representative Rob

It was essential for
L

Ami Bera
Ricketts (Republican),
both members of the

Senate Foreign Relations
Commitree.

It was essential for the
UsS. to strengthen its rela-
tonship with Quad coun
tries, Mr. Bera s.nd given
the growing importance of

the Indo-Pacific region.

- aggression’
Making a veiled reference
to China, Mr. Ricketts said
groups 2d were the

“greatest strength against

and
Senators Tammy Duck-
worth (Democrat) and Pete

and malign
ession™.
The White House had

sasd China would be an im-
da

of the agen,
when LS. President Joe Bi-
n Prime Min!

Prime Minister An!.hony
Abanese talks
aturday.

“Here for long haul’
“Together, we're sending a

rine:
competitors — that the Un-
ited States is here for the
long haul” Ms. rth
said in a statement to mark
the launch of the congres-
sional caucus.

The Quad has been sup-
ported across administra-
tions; it was revived at the
Forelgn Minister level dur-
ing the Donald pre-
sidency.

aland pilot Phillip
Mehrtens has been re-

snatched by rebels from
the West Papua National

e and meet my fami-

Iy Mr. Mehrtens told re-

porters earlier in Timika,
in

New Zealand pilot is
freed by Indonesia
rebels after 19 months

k you for everybo-
dy who helped me today,
s0 I can get out safely in a
healthy condition.

Mr. Mehrtens arrived in
capital Jakarta from Timika
on Saturday evening where

legal and security affairs,
fold repartens M Mebr-
been handed over
o New Zealand's
Ambassador..
New Zealand Foreign
Minister Winston Peters
earlier said Mehrtens was
=safe and well” and h.
been able to speak with his
family. “This news must be
an enormous relief for his
friends and loved ones”
Peters

supplies to remote com-
munities at the time of his

White blanket

South Africa’s roads with pecple st stranded 3t

the tomm of Warden i

at iy afher Spendiog e nlghl o e bt s

Imran Khan’s
party holds
massive rally
in Lahore

Press Trust of India
LAHOR]

Pakl.nan's Jjalled former
Minister  Imran

P
hyped rally by the Pakistan
held on the outskists of the

tons in the wake of Mr.

o
hore jalsa (rally).

No go-ahead so far from UK., U.S. to use long-range missiles, says Zelenskyy

~ he said.

President \rolodymyr zel
lenskyy said.
ssian President Viadi-
mir Putin has warned that

ng long-range weapons
into Russia would stgnify
that NATO countries were
at war with Moscow.

istance.”
sleyy told reporters late on

day.

P hink they are wor-

ried about an escalation (of
P

‘The weapons are sup-
plied by Ukraine's Western
allies.

Increased aid
Mz Zelenskyy also said Uk-
raine’s allies had increased
their military support to
the Ukrainian Army. which
& struggling to stop the ad-
vance of Russian force:
the east of thelr country.
“(Aid) accelerated in
September. We are glad.
We can feel the difference.”
he said.
Delays in the supply of

divisions en
left Ukrainian forces short
of supplies early this year.
Kytv is heavily depen-
dent on this military sup-

port.
Its Army has fewer men
R Y

Delays in the supply of weapons due to political divisions between

ies left

and weapons than the Rus-
sian forces it been
fighting  since  Moscow
Launched a full-fledged in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-

2022

Efforts to end the war
have yer proved
successful.

Ukraine short of supples earty this year. REUTERS

Mr.

Friday evening.
“Generalisations always
hide something™” he told

reporters.
China and Brazil had
ea of an in-

a peace plan put forward

procedures,” he said on

rence acceptable to both
Russ! and Ukraine, in
which both sides woul
participate egually and all
optio: d
table.
Russia-China
Befjing and
tes which have
since the
Russian  invasion  of
Ukraine.
The US. alleges that
whne China dives ot g

veapons to Russia di-
recdy it helps Mascow in-

Joe Biden in the LS. next
M Sthe plhan is | desigmed
for decistons thal

o happen from sk
Decemmber.. We would like
much.

so said he would meet Do-
nald Trump probably on
September 26 or 27.

Trump’
Aer. Tramp, who was U.S.
President between 2017

2021, has been very
critical of the billions of
dollar:

producuon of missiles, mil-
Ry |

s
provided to Kyiv in aid and

has claimed he can help
end the war hin
hours without ever ex-

Iran on Saturday mean-
¢ bal-

er. one-way attack
drone, soaring re-
gional tensions and allega-
tions of arming Russia.

Ir m:s accused by
West ents of

supplying Both drones and
missiles to Russia for use in
its war with Ukraine, a

as repeatedly
denied.

Britain, France, Germa-
ny and the United States
slapped new ons on
iran earlier this mum.h a:
leging that it had been
viding ballistic mlasues fot

Russia’s war effort in Uk-

raine.
S

Russia, China
begin naval
exercises in
Sea of Japan

Beuters
MOSCOW

Russia and China started
naval exercises in the Se.

Russia’s Pacific Fleet as
saying.

“A joint detachment of
warships of the Pacific
Fleet and Chinese Navy set
out from Viadivostok to
conduct the joint Russian-
“Belbu/Interac-

The exercises will include
anti-aireraft and antisub-
marine weapons.

anx




Russia, China
begin naval
exercises in
Sea of Japan

Reuters
MOSCOW

Russia and China started
naval exercises in the Sea
of Japan on Saturday, Rus-
sian news agencies cited
Russia’s Pacific Fleet as
saying.

“A joint detachment of
warships of the Pacific
Fleet and Chinese Navy set
out from Vladivostok to
conduct the joint Russian-
Chinese “Beibu/Interac-
tion - 2024” naval exer-
cise,” the RIA news agency
quoted the Pacific Fleet.
The exercises will include
anti-aircraft and anti-sub-
marine weapons.
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Sport

HANDLE WITH CARE

Gill's lucky willow and the bat-tap
celebrations with Pant

~

Gill revesled that he asked Pant not

r partnership. *| was telling him not to because |
o

oo hard during thei

BIC CLOVES, BIG

most to

-~

which was

ith 2 bat | had played
He was hitting my bat hard, and | mu him | was trying 1o
g,

s . if he didn't meddle &, he would sy, 'let’s do 7t 3

former skipper M.S._ Dhoes for most
The 25yearold schieved this feat on the third day of the first Test
2gainst Bangiadesh in Chennai on his comeback to

Pant draws level w1th Dhoni for
an Indian

AL

wiho slamened his sisth Test century, drew level with
tons by an Indian wicket-keey

per.

DOUBLE DELICHT
t Kumble in fourth

uals Walsh's tall

-~

R. Ashwin

inmings af 3 Test for India. The off-spinoer, with 96 scalps, went past
he n: i i B

overtook

Al Kumbie for most wickees in the fourth

RUCIAL

Carey’s knock sets up Australia’s

win over England

the second

ty

after

2022

rav
the longest format.

asthe in

Carey T4, Carse 3/75) bt England 202 in 40.2 overs [ tamie Smith 49,
Starc 3/50]. Yoss: England; PoM: Carey.

Bangladesh has a mountain to
climb after the Gill-Pant show

While the India No. 3 scores an
<has

with his sixth century:

a mammoth ta

-batter makes an incredible retum to the Test fold

the
ot of 515, Naimul's team reaches 158 for four: Ashwin takes three wickets

BANGLADESH IN INDIA

CHERNAL

ndia maintained its in-
| B
the first Test

with

Shubman Gill and Rishabh
Pant e base for an

inevitable  triumph.

scored 158 for four in the
econd in:

The visitor cossmseacat

Jasprit Bumrah drew an
edge from Zakir and Yash-
asvi Jaiswal dived low to
pluck a fine catch.
Later R. Ashwin scalped
hadma:

Ashwin. The wily spinner,
though, kept India in the
hunt, knocking back Mo-
mingi Haque’s stumps and

Calling the shots: Gil and Pant's alliance defisted the Bangladesh bowlers. & @AGU

ni. If fans made their fond-
ness obvious for the senior
troika, it was India’s junior
crop that led the way on
the pisch.

light and effective shots,
and Pant, the hustling
sonlapee it his apleie of

for
Rahim. And then the skies
darkened, a

Earlier in the morning
under overcast conditions

to the Virender Sehwag
era.

Bangladesh  opened
with spin as Mehidy Hasan
AMiraz wheeled his arm ov-
er. Pant pulled a four, Gill
hoisted two sixes and the
fir. ions

rains,

india resumed its second

Innings at 81 for three. A
eekend in

Taostly attired In Virat of
Rohit jerseys, while some
wore shirts featuring the ci-
ty’s eternal favourite Dho-

was truly on. In one in-

scomEsoARD

INDIA — 1stinnings
376in 512 overs

— 2nd inning=
Vashaswi Jsiswal < Litton b Nahid
MRS, Rk S
Zakie b Taskin 5 (75, L
(e e 119 11760,
ibrwe b A

BANGLADES!
Taskin7-1-22-1,
11-143.0, Nahid 6-0-21.1, Shatsb.

were etched much to the
delight of the home dres:

in vain. The cap.

13-0-79-0, Miraz 25-3-103-2,
Mominul 2-0-15-0.
LADESH — 2nd innings

(245, 3c4], Mushfiqur Rahien ©
Rl i 13 (126, 2ek,
Shakin Al Hasan (eatting) 5 (14b);
Satren -4, 16-4: & Total for four
Wiz, in 372 o
o wecxeTs
182 (Eakor, 16.3), 2-08 (Shtackman;
21343124 (Mo sl
qur, 33.
BoWLI

NDIA NG
Bumrsh 7-2-16-1, Sirmj 32-1-200,
Akash 6-0.20.0, Aswwin 15.0-63.3.

Jadeja 6-0-250.

tain was also guilty of drop-
ping Pant on 72, when the
latter miscued a lofted shot
off Shakib Al Hasan._
Heading into lunch, In-

To survive a lfe-threaten-

ing accident and play crick-
et again was never easy bux
Pant did that with a persev-
crance that & the Stuff of
legend.
S er his emo-
tionally charged sixth Test
hundred, Pant (109) struck

With K.L. Rahul being
an able foil, Gill A19 n.o.)
pockete: e runs with
elan and Rohit Sharma de-
clared at 287 for four leav-
ing Bangladesh staring at a
steep targec.

Pant and Gill's Test centuries

England, The Oval, 2018
CEE I
b ity

101 ot ave
England, Anmecabad, 3021
100 a0, (1395, Gad, 4u) w5
South sfrica, Cape Town, 2022
106 (3115, 1974, 4
Engiand, Bimngharm. 2

Shusman Gill

2022

120 (1506, 124, SwE) v
England, Dharamsala, 2028

S. DI
CHENNAL

Shubman Gill put behind
i

You pet as & batter to score

"X striking feature of his

started practising when 1

was very young because 1

Gill.r.2aGy

was always a tall guy, so it

my
when I used to practice, es-
pecially against spinners, it
used to be a lot more me
stepping down trying o ro-
1ate strike

on a pitch like this, where
the odd one is turning but
not all the balls are turn-

The series against England
gave me confidence: Gill

ing e added.
the gameplan he and
his follow contarion. Rishe

abh Pant had at the start of
day three. Gill said de-
cided to dominate after be-

ing watchful for the first
few avers.

'We spoke about trying
to spend a Hile bit more

Tuns, as pivotal in cement-
ing his place.
-1 Ih.{nkl'hesems Ihad

said Gill before
ff saying “my best
is yet to come".

India in with a chance
for historic twin golds

CHESS OLYMPIAD

india will go into Sunday's
final round of the Chess

The second-seeded In-
dian men sho(ked the o
seed United Stat 1.5,
To retain their two-painé

lead. They have 19 points,
outofa 20.
India’s win was spear-

headed by D. Gukesh, who

in top form in the tourna-

ment, continuing

cm o

Guiesh Foe

where he left off at the lLast
india

Erigaist

had

guez on the third board.
R Praggnanandhaa

lost on the second board to
Wesley So. On the fourth
board, Vidit Gujrathi held
Leyon Aronian to 8 draw.
The

bounced hack to the p:m
lead after

B ot ot the Brm

out
be the heroine for the wop
seed.

She scored India’s Inne

All the other gam
were — D. Harika vs
Zhu Jiner: R. Vaishall vs

stan, which drew with Ge-
orgia22.

Team World
and Europe
tied 2-2

LAVER CUP

BERL

American pair Taylor Fritz
and Ben Shelton edged
Carlos Alcaraz and Alexan-

Liverpool and Chelsea sizzle;
Bayern hammers Werder Bremen

EURO LEAGUES

A quickfire double from
Luis Diaz set Liverpool on
course for a comprehen-

Nicolas Jackson scored
twice to help Chelsea to a
second _ straight win
with a 3-O victory at West
Ham United_

Dominic Solanke scored
his first goal for Tottenham
Hotspur as Ange Posteco-
glou’s team recovered from
conceding inside the open-

ing minute to beat Brent-
ford 31
Fulham's Raul Jimenez,

On fire: Diax's brace helped Liverpool ease past Boumemeuth.

GErTY mases

Emile Smith Rowe and

esliga
Michaet Ottse scored two
goals and set up two more

to give it a 5-0 victory over
Werder Bremen.

with Everton 1 [Ndispe 12}
Liverpoot 3 Dz 26, 25, Numex
37) £ Boumemouth o
Southampton 1 {Dbing 5) crew
weith ipzweich 1 {Marzy 30-51;
Tottenham 3 [Solanke.

28, Maddison 35| bt Brentford 1
iMbeumno

Urion Bertin 2 (Rothe 4, Jeong 61

Acon villa 3 (Watkins 73, Konsa
33,

Newcastie 1 [Bares 461
Lescester 1 (Manndich T3} drew

o 1 Vi
Bochum 2 (Bero 22, Daschner 35}
e with Holsbein iial 2 4Pichler
15, Machin
On Frida;
rcante b7, Martin 60) be Sewlla 1
Lukebakio 53]

Amx

—+




DOUBLE DELIGHT

Ashwin goes past Kumble in fourth
innings scalps, equals Walsh’s tally

R. Ashwin overtook Anil Kumble for most wickets in the fourth

innings of a Test for India. The off-spinner, with 96 scalps, went past
the leg-spinner who had 94. His tally of 519 wickets helped Ashwin
draw level with Courtney Walsh as the eighth highest wicket-taker in
the longest format.



Player

M Muralidaran (ICC/SL)
SK Warne (AUS)

JM Anderson (ENG)

A Kumble (IND)

SCJ Broad (ENG)

GD McGrath (AUS)

NM Lyon (AUS)

R Ashwin (IND)

CA Walsh (WI)

DW Steyn (SA)

Span
1992-2010
1992-2007
2003-2024
1990-2008
2007-2023
1993-2007
2011-2024
2011-2024
1984-2001

2004-2019

Mat

133

145

188

132

167

124

129

101

132

93

Inns

230

273

350

236

309

243

242

191

242

171

Balls

44039

40705

40037

40850

33698

29248

32761

26370

30019

18608

Overs

7339.5

6784.1

6672.5

6808.2

5616.2

4874.4

5460.1

4395.0

5003.1

3101.2

Mdns

1794

1761

1730

1576

1304

1470

1044

893

1144

660

Runs

18180

17995

18627

18355

16719

12186

16052

12372

12688

10077

Wkts

800

708

704

619

604

563

530

522

519

439

BBI
9/51
8/71
7/42

10/74
8/15
8/24
8/50
7/59
7/37

7/51

Ave

22.72

25.41

26.45

29.65

27.68

21.64

30.28

23.70

24.44

22.95

Econ

2.47

2.65

2.79

2.69

2.97

2.49

2.93

2.81

2.53

3.24

SR

55.04

57.49

56.87

65.99

55.79

51.95

61.81

50.51

57.84

42.38

45

48

32

31

28

28

24

25

32

27

67

37

32

35

20

29

24

37

22

26
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Kovind Committee
report: Dead on arrival
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12 (Patna 732, Raipur T12)
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- sPOTUIGHT,

rae
Coliseum of champions
With a legacy of producing Olympic medallists and

a rigorous trai

ing regimen that blends tradition

with
sought-after name in the
how the sporting facility

W LEISURE, PS

in Delhiis a
wrestling world. Here's
is acing the akhado game

When streetwear meets

storytelling

How brands are redefining

casual fashion by focusin
on self-expression,

limited-edition releases and

community building, and
combining them with

immersive tech experiences

=]

Power sector stocks
emerge top performers

WITH A4S.9% year-to-date
retum in 2024, the BSE
Power Index emerged as the
top performer among 20
sectoralindices. in

ifty
gained up to 19%, while the
broader BSE Midcap and
Top sectoral gainers (7o n

459 413 3

Power stocks performance

CFTD retum i %)

P
El B &

Ii; ]
EpEt ¢ B 3 %
s8:2f 85 E ¢

H

)

¥

Heakhcare
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FINANCIAL EXPRESS ON SUNDAY

WELL BEING
THE STINGING TRUTH

With emerging pathogens like SARS-CoV-1 and
monkeypox, do we need to re-evaluate the
vaccines we get, particularly for aduits? Page 7

Exp

ow us an Twitter & Facebook. AES avalable 0n AD St0re & Flay SI0re  WWW.FIMANCIALEXPRESS.C

READ TO LEAD

AD. xocH

M UM E AT

URU, CHANDIGARS ENNAL, HYD Eoix

MIND & GAMES
The hidden toll of
food to environment

ng the larg

Page 11

WORDS WORTH

SAURABH

KIRPAL

‘It" going to be a long
time before quotas can be
done away with’ Page 4

NEW DELHI, PUNE

Paralympians rue lack of corporate support

® Say our medals HIGHER ON Existing brand deals
THE PODIUM
not valued as much PSR o SUMITANTIL
i 2 Javelin throw
as the Olympics toliy ot the —
= Sl Soornry
REWATI ® moz0ts 4 Delight

KARAN
New Delhi, September 21 B o i a9
BACK FROM PARIS with abest-<ver @ Pariz 2024:29° —
haul of 29 medals, including seven
sokd, the Indi
gent is all praise for the support it
received from the government, but
. ing, as are far and
When FE spoke with athlctes  few, and not every athicte is the
from th of such support. Two-
they were unanimous that there is i
aneed toimprove corporate back-

MODI ARRIVES IN US ON 3-DAY VISIT

Quad is key for stability,
peace in Indo-Pacific: PM

cop 20 at consk 28

cgorical in stating: “The govern-
ment has supported us and has
been inclusive. Corporates are not
that inclusive as yet because our
medal does not hold as much

Ilympics which yielded seven gold

throw Yogesh Kathumiya was cat- as compared to none in the

N Dealhi/ washington, THE ITINERARY
mber 21

Sept 21 (Deloware)

= Participation in fourth
Quadteaders’ Summit

THE QUAD MAS emerged as a key
piatform of like mi
focusing on peace and

Olympics, reportedly there have

been o and deals for anyof
the paralympians.

Continued on Page 2

OYO to buy
US hotel
brand in
$525-mn
all-cash deal

FEBUREAU
Bengalury, September 21

TRAVEL TECH UNICORN OYO is set
to cquire G6 Hospitality, the par_

=
leaders from US, Japan and
Australia; signing of t

pacts with US—IPEF & MoU
on India-US drug framework

Sept 22 (New vork)

mInteraction with CEOs of
leading US-based companies
= Address Indian community

Sept 23 (New vork)

returns of up to 34% during
the same period.
All 13 constituents of the
Powver Index posted
positive returns, ranging
from25.5%to

Compiled by
Kishor Kadam

eturn in %)

2.9 SR3] | [3935

Ed [T
-
sa B0

Power Grid
Corp!

wdwiponse (1]
Adans Geese
e s

= Participation, address at
Summit of the Future, UNGA

Prime Minister Narendra rected b, the Indfian diaspora upon

Mod
Continued on Page 2 his arrival in Philadelphia, US, on Saturda: .

Byju’s ‘borrows’ funds

. GURU'S GUIDANCE

The acquisition is expected to
Bosstes O¥iYs intesrmational expan-
sion plans. The 1PO-bound com-
pany entered the US market in
2019 and currently operates over
320 hotels across 35 states It aims
o add 250 hotels to its US port
Ban2024.

acquired Motel 6,
which was founden in 1963, from

billion deal Today,
Motel 6% Sanchiss sctwork pro-
s groms roum teverus of $1.7
Dl which pencrates a stzotg
fee base and cash flow for G6.OYO
will leverage its comprehensive
nology suite as well as its

i twork and

to pay salaries in part

EAU sssued an apology for the financial
Bengalury, September 21

strain placed on the staff. While
part-payments were reportedly
BYJU  RAVEENDRAN,  CO-

FOUNDER of troubled edtech firm
Byju’s, assured staff in a letter on

Eadie for Apetl and My, e coms.

would receive a small payment as
part of their pending salaries by
rid

that, 1 am truly sorry,” he wrote in

the past

three months as “a perfect storm

of legal battles, financial uncer-

taintics, and challenges none of
us e e

the long- ing
delays in salary payments and

V1L RAVEENORAN

CO-FOUNDER, BYJU'S

-~ Vi revealed that Byju's is

currently mavigating an

aiventy proctes, which

M 5.2 oy ias chailengent
o ot

THIS IS NOT NEARLY
WHAT YOU DESERVE,
BUT ITIS WHAT 1

Atishi taking blessings from Aam Aadmi Party national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal after taking cath as the Bth chief minister of Delhi
on Saturday, as LG VK Saxena looks on = ana

Continved
onPage2

marketing expertise to further
strengthen the Motel 6 and Studio

pected to close in the fourth
Sareer of 2024, subject to cur
tomary regulatory approvals.
“This acquisition is a significant
lestone for a startup company
us o strengthy

e our interna-

St s thes Seiacogy CEOLONO
International, sa;

Tant et OYO announced it
turned profitable in FY 24, postinga
net profit of T229.5 crovein FY 24 as

inst a net loss of T1,286.5 crore
in FY23.The travel tech company
affers over 40 integrated products
and sohutions to patrons who oper-
ate ayer 1,75,000 hotel and home

orefronts in maore than 35 coun.
Eries; inchuding India, Europe and
Southeast Asia

Punch zooming ahead to emerge as highest-selling car this year

® First for Tata as
well as non-Maruti
Suzuki vehicle

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY
New Delhi,

9,763 units (the Wagon R sold
132,309 units during the period).
In the remaining four months of
this calendar year, the Wagon
ing at a mon
2t of 16539 umite—ie
unlikely to catch up with the
Punch, despite masginally
£ the latte:

THEPUNCH IS expected to emerge
as the highest-seiling Indian carin
2024 —a first time for Tata, as well
a3 fora non-Maruti Suzkivehicle.

age of 17,759 wnits, and lead:
second-placed  Maruti
Wagon Rbya substantial margsn of

Ppm— S

The Punchsold 17,978 units in
January, 18,438 (February), 17,547
(March}, 19,158 (ApriD), 18949
{May), 18,238 (June), and 16,121
Guly)- 1n August, however, fales
ropped 350 month-on-month, &
15758 e, buat these are ety to
pick up after Tata launched the
updated Punch on Tuesday —when
the carmaker revised the petrol
ngine line up incressed the num,
bef of CNG variants, and added

J—

hatchback sold 17,756 unit: in
January, 19,412 (February),
{(March), 17,850 (April),

HOW THEY STACK UP

Srssey-August 2004 sates (in units)

= = {May), 13,790 (june). 16,191 (uly),
SHEs 2 - and 16,450 (August).

SHZ 3 H H B = At the third and fourth posi

- = o =3 = - =3 tions this year till now are Hyundai

S Sl El El Bj  ceots (125,460 units soid) ana

M Bl Bl font sk Bremma 24019

= = sold), respectively, but they

il ° g i too far behind to cateh upwith

&3 g 2 8 -3 s ® - 2 8 the Punch in the remaining four
e = ] L 5 Bl E B B 2 shadtie of ihayea. -

= e rest of the to; i

Sowce S Companios  rounded off by Maruti Suzuis’s

Ertiga (122,659 units), Baleno

{116,315), Dzire (116,085) and
Swift (113,870), foliowed by
Scorpic (111,350) and

Tata Nexon (106,517).
A brief scare to the podium

August over May and June, but
there isn't any novelty factor to

new features
tomid-range and top-end models.

announced additional benefits up
%o T18,000 fora limited period on
thePonch.

= of the Wagon Rhave mar
increased in fuly and

Tatxales reduced

top vasiant by
7015 1akh 13 ©5.55 takn), and

f= peiceof the
i=n't
This

ar—as its

. facelife
ginally expected anytime soon.

. o financialexp epapnin . o i e J—

position of the Punch happened in
May, when the all-new Swift—
Launched on May 9—sold 2 whop-
ping 19,393 units in just 23 days
and became India’s largest-selling
car briefly, but sales have since
then been reducing. from 16,422
units in June, to 16,854 units in
July, to just 12,844 units in August.
Maruti Suzuki is expected to
taunch the all-new Dxire kater this
year, which will boost the sales of
this sub-4 metre sedan, but its

‘Automotive analysts told £E
that 2024 will be the first year in
decades when a mnon-Maruti
Suzuki carwill top the sales charts.

Continued on Page 2
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Group declares
a ‘battle of
reckoning’ =)
with Israel

MAHARASHTRA POLLS
Satya Pal Malik to
campaign for MVA

sop vs nss
Kejriwal poses five
questions to Bhagwat

carTAm'S MAN
Ashwin spins India
to a massive w

NEWS » PAGE 5

NEWS » PAGE 5

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

“NSA stayed back
for J&K election’

NEW DELHI
Mational Security Advxsal (s}
Ag Doval Gid not

Minisker Marendra Modrs U

issues”, officials said. » PAGE &

“ULP. tops in cases
of cruelty on SCs”

NEW DEL)
Nearly $7.73% of o8 cases of

recoeding the highest number
of such crimes, according to 3
government report. » PAGE &

Left leader Dissanayake is Sri Lanka President

ssland nation’s political es-
tablishment and ushers in
e

- Disaanayake was of-

mission of Sri Lanka after it
completed a second count
of votes to add preference
votes, an exercise undel
ken for the first time in the
nery’s election history.
The tally of preferential
votes cast by voters
ecessary  since
. Dissanayake,
nor his chief challenger,
Opposition Leader Sajith

Premadasa, secured the
50% plus one vote in the
first round, which is re-
quired for winning.

the vote share.

The three candidates
dominated the election,
which was I.he first to be

itical culture of the country: poll results were declared by Election Commission after
counting ptefen:nual votes; it marks the first time the island nations presidency will be held by a party with no links to Sri Lanka Freedom Party or United National Party

Mew tide: Anura Kumara Diszanayake arrees at the Election

held after the
crisis of 2023, the worst
seen in the country since
#s Independence. Thirty-
five other contestants were
foe the race, mcluding Na-

paksa, son of Ma-

Raja
mnda Rajapaksa, and Ta-
didate P

< office in €

tonal People’s Power
(NPP) alliance, a coalition

People’s Liberation Fronn,

An Opposition legislator
from capital Colombo, Mr.
Dissanayake ran for the Na-

a party with Muxls( Leni-
nist ro0ts. “AK! he
own, has
pledged to end cor

ruption
and change the political
culture of the country

Sunday. A

through an effective cam-
paign targeting scores of
Sri La who sought
change after the country’s
economic crash in 2022.
“s poll_outcome
s 2 big win for Mr. Dt
ake, with his vote share
growing well over tenfold
from the 3.16% he secured
in 2019, when he chal-

lenged Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa and Mr. Premadasa. It
marks the first time Sri
Lanka's presidency will be
held b, a par() wm. no
links to ri Lanka F

dom Pmy SLET or the
United National _ Party

country’s politics for over
seven decades.

“A positive outcome”
University of Jaffna aca-
demic Thiruv-

campaign soon after its

of this presidential poll re-
flects the disenchantment
of the people with the ex-
isting political culture, ac-
cording to Pradeep Peiris,
political scientist from the
of Colombs

arangan described the poll
outcome as a “positive”
one. “The NPP is a political
formation that represents
some of the core d
of the Aragayala [people’s
struggle of 2022]. Their
victory is reason for opt
mism~ he told The Hindu.
Although Mr.  Dissa-
nayake's camp began
working on a grassroots

“What you see is not neces-
sarily support for his spec-
ific proposals or policies,
but simply an emphatic an-
ti-establishment vote,” he
sasd.
is view, the verdict
exposes both the positive
side of Sri Lankan democ
racy and ks limics. “We
have seen this before, peo-
ple rallying behind an indi-

vidual or a formation hop-

ing they somehow
change the m, but it is
never easy.” he observed,
pointing to “humongous

the

“We stand ready to rew-
rite Sri Lankan history,”
Afr. Dissanayake said in a

and vision,” sasd Mr. Dissa-
nayake, who is due 1o be
sworn in on Monday.

T ik R st
» PAG

GST Council is looking at tax rates
item by item for rationalisation: FM

CHENNAL

Uniori - Finance ~ Minkster

looking at the tax rates,

several factors, incuding
the impact of COVID13.

an interaction with
sémicn Journailsts of The
Hindu Group of publica-
tions at its head office in
Chennai on Saturday, Ms.

HNirmala Sitharaman

is the seriousness, say
we need to take this u
The committee [Group of
Ministers committee on
rate lisation] is look-
ing into it item by item.”

Stharaman, while res- ©On a question related to
02 q GsT an,

BECST, sasd: cess, she

It has been delayed for a knows

long time W much  shatthe GST compensarion

overdue due to various fac-
tors including the impact
of COVID-19, and elections
in some States. Now there

cannot continue after june

pensation in the first five

Confusion over alert on
‘entry of trained Kuki
militants into Manipur’

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Army, in a post on X
on Sunday, requested Ma-
nipur security adviser Kul-

inputs that 900 trained Ku-
ki militants from Myanmar
had entered Manipur, but
it later deleted the post.

serfous security implica-
tions and the office of Se-
curity Adviser has been re-
quested to share the details
s0 that appropriate neces-
sary action can be taken at
the earliest.™
A defence source said
the inputs were yet to be
shared with the Army.
cae
(3

Singh. at 2 press
conference 1 npha

September 20, had i the
government was aware of
intelligence inputs regard-

proven wrong, & is 100%
correct

The inputs were first
shared by Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh's office with
the Director-General
Police and the security ad-
viser last week, a copy of
the leaked letter showed.
The September 16 inter-
nal note S
have been recefved that ov-
er 900 ieants. new-
Iy wained in use of drone-

ombs, projectiles,

have
from Myanmar.~
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guard exercise, a logistics
network, expansion of
maritme surveillance, and
a project to combat cervi-
cal cancer.

In terms of positions,

East and South China Sea
and expressed alarm over
the war in Ukraine, noting
that all four leaders had vi-

cal cancer. India will com-
mit $I0 million towards
screening for the disease.
Vaccine manufacturer Se-
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vaccines for the re-
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India sweeps Chess Olympiad,
makes history by winning gold

B Ajith Kumar
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men. They finished with 19

points, one more than
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mir Fedoseev in the final
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with nine points n 10
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with 7.5 points in 9 games.
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Left leader Dissanayake is Sri Lanka President

AKD;, as he is popularly known, has pledged to end corruption and change the political culture of the country; poll results were declared by Election Commission after

counting preferential votes; it marks the first time the island nation’s presidency will be held by a party with no links to Sri Lanka Freedom Party or United National Party

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

eft leader Anura
LKumara Dissa-
nayake on Sunday

emerged winner in Sri Lan-
ka’s presidential race, ob-
taining a mandate that sig-
nals a clean break from the
island nation’s political es-
tablishment and ushers in
unprecedented change.
Mr. Dissanayake was of-
ficially declared President-
elect by the Election Com-
mission of Sri Lanka after it
completed a second count
of votes to add preference
votes, an exercise underta-
ken for the first time in the
country’s election history.
The tally of preferential
votes cast by voters be-
came necessary since
neither Mr. Dissanayake,
nor his chief challenger,
Opposition Leader Sajith

Premadasa, secured the
50% plus one vote in the
first round, which is re-
quired for winning.

Mr. Dissanayake se-
cured 42.31% of the votes.
Mr. Premadasa was in the
second spot with 32.76%,

while incumbent Ranil
Wickremesinghe  came
third with under 20% of
the vote share.

The three candidates
dominated the election,
which was the first to be
held after the economic
crisis of 2022, the worst
seen in the country since
its Independence. Thirty-
five other contestants were
in the race, including Na-
mal Rajapaksa, son of Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa, and Ta-
mil candidate P.
Ariyanethiran.

An Opposition legislator
from capital Colombo, Mr.
Dissanayake ran for the Na-

New tide: Anura Kumara Dissanayake arrives at the Election

Commission office in Colombo on Sunday. AFp

tional People’s Power
(NPP) alliance, a coalition
helmed by the Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna (JVP or
People’s Liberation Front),
a party with Marxist-Leni-
nist roots. “AKD”, as he is
popularly known, has
pledged to end corruption
and change the political
culture of the country

through an effective cam-
paign targeting scores of
Sri Lankans who sought
change after the country’s
economic crash in 2022.
Sunday’s poll outcome
is a big win for Mr. Dissa-
nayake, with his vote share
growing well over tenfold
from the 3.16% he secured
in 2019, when he chal-

lenged Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa and Mr. Premadasa. It
marks the first time Sri
Lanka’s presidency will be
held by a party with no
links to the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP) or the
United National Party
(UNP) or their offshoots
that have dominated the
country’s politics for over
seven decades.

‘A positive outcome’
University of Jaffna aca-
demic Mahendran Thiruv-
arangan described the poll
outcome as a “positive”
one. “The NPP is a political
formation that represents
some of the core demands
of the Aragayala [people’s
struggle of 2022]. Their
victory is reason for opti-
mism,” he told The Hindu.
Although Mr. Dissa-
nayake’s camp began
working on a grassroots

campaign soon after its
poor show in the 2019 pre-
sidential poll as well as the
2020 general elections, it
came under greater focus
after the mass uprising two
years ago, that saw citizens
emphatically demand “sys-
tem change”. The outcome
of this presidential poll re-
flects the disenchantment
of the people with the ex-
isting political culture, ac-
cording to Pradeep Peiris,
political scientist from the
University of Colombo.
“What you see is not neces-
sarily support for his spec-
ific proposals or policies,
but simply an emphatic an-
ti-establishment vote,” he
said.

In his view, the verdict
exposes both the positive
side of Sri Lankan democ-
racy and its limits. “We
have seen this before, peo-
ple rallying behind an indi-

vidual or a formation hop-
ing they can somehow
change the system, but it is
never easy,” he observed,
pointing to “humongous
challenges” facing the
President-elect.

“We stand ready to rew-
rite Sri Lankan history,”
Mr. Dissanayake said in a
message on ‘X’ on Sunday
evening. “This dream can
only be realised with a
fresh start. The unity of
Sinhalese, Tamils, Mus-
lims, and all Sri Lankans is
the bedrock of this new be-
ginning. The New Renais-
sance we seek will rise
from this shared strength
and vision,” said Mr. Dissa-
nayake, who is due to be
sworn in on Monday.

SRI LANKA’S VERDICT

» PAGE 8

VOTING PATTERN OF TAMILS
» PAGE 13



. Type of Election:

Sri Lanka elects its president through

direct popular voting.

The president is the head of state,
head of government, and commander-
in-chief of the armed forces.




e Be a citizen of Sri Lanka.
e Be at least 35 years old.

e Be qualified to be elected as a Member of
Parliament.

e Not be holding any other paid office except as
a Member of Parliament or an office for which
the constitution allows dual holding.



Voting System:

The election uses the absolute majority system under the second-past-the-post (instant runoff
voting) system.

If no candidate achieves over 50% of the votes in the first Votes of the candidate who placed last are redistributed
round, the second preferences marked by voters on the according to second preferences until a candidate obtains
ballot are considered. the majority.




. Term of Office:

The president is elected for a term of five years.

A person can serve as president for a maximum of two terms.

6. Election Timing:

Elections must be held at least one month before the end of the sitting
president's term.

If the president's office becomes vacant due to resignation, death, or
removal, a fresh election must be held within three months.



Election Outcome:

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the
National People’s Power (NPP) alliance, won the
presidential election with 42.31% of the votes.

Sajith Premadasa, his main challenger and leader
of the opposition, came second with 32.76%.

Ranil Wickremesinghe, the incumbent, finished
third with under 20% of the vote share.



Significance of the Victory:

Dissanayake’s victory marks a historic break from the
dominance of Sri Lanka's two major political parties:
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and the United
National Party (UNP), which have held power for over
seven decades.

It reflects widespread discontent with the country’s
political establishment, following the 2022 economic
crisis and massive public protests demanding a change
in leadership and governance.



Mandate for Change:

Dissanayake has pledged to end corruption
and overhaul Sri Lanka’s political culture.

He gained significant support from voters
seeking a fresh start, especially after the
2019 and 2020 elections where his party
performed poorly.



 Campaign Strategy:

* His campaign focused on grassroots efforts
targeting Sri Lankans disillusioned with the
status quo, particularly following the
Aragalaya (people’s struggle) against the
political system.



* Challenges Ahead:

* Dissanayake acknowledged the "humongous challenges" ahead as the President-elect,
emphasizing the need for unity among all communities in Sri Lanka—Sinhalese, Tamils,
Muslims—to rebuild the nation.

e Political Context:

* The election was necessitated due to the fallout from the 2022 economic crisis and was
seen as a referendum on the existing political order.



India sweeps Chess Olympiad,
makes hlstory by wmmng gold

P.K. Ajith Kumar

India recorded one of the
greatest moments in its
sporting history in Budap-
est on Sunday, winning the
gold medals both in the
Open and women’s sec-
tions of the 45th Chess
Olympiad.

The Indian men had
been so dominant in the
competition that they were
almost assured of the gold
with a round to spare.

In the 1ith and final
round match, India scored
an easy victory against Slo-
venia. D. Gukesh, R. Pragg-
nanandhaa and Arjun Eri-
gaisi won their games,
while Vidit Gujrathi drew.
India won 3.5-0.5 against
Slovenia, taking its tally to
21 points, out of the possi-
ble 22.

P. Harikrishna is the oth-
er member of the men’s

Winning moves: D. Gukesh and Divya Deshmukh, along with Arjun
Erigaisi and Vantika Agrawal, won individual golds to propel India
to its first team golds in the chess Olympiad. FIDE

team and he competed as
the reserve board player.

The United States, the
top seed whom India de-
feated in the penultimate
round, finished as the run-
ner-up, with 17 points.

In the last round of the
women’s event, too, India
scored a 3.5-0.5 victory ov-
er Azerbaijan.

There were wins for D.
Harika, Divya Deshmukh
and Vantika Agrawal and
the only player to draw was

R. Vaishali.

Tania Sachdev played
on the reserve board for
the top-seeded Indian wo-
men. They finished with 19
points, one more than
Kazakhstan.

India’s win in the Open
section was facilitated by
outstanding performances
on the first and third
boards by Gukesh and Ar-
jun, both of whom went on
to win individual gold me-
dals. After defeating Vladi-

mir Fedoseev in the final
round, Gukesh finished
with nine points in 10
games.

Arjun’s performances
were equally emphatic.
Playing on the third board,
despite leading the Indian
contingent with the high-
est ELO rating, Arjun
scored 10 points in 11
games. Arjun and Gukesh
are now ranked third and
fifth in the world in live
ratings.

In the women’s section,
19 year old Divya won the
individual gold for the
strongest performance on
the third board. She fin-
ished with 9.5 points in 11
games. Vantika, playing on
the fourth board also won
individual gold, finishing
with 7.5 points in 9 games.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 15



* India's Dominance:

* The Indian men's team was dominant throughout the tournament, securing
the gold medal with a round to spare. In the 11th and final round, India
easily defeated Slovenia with a 3.5-0.5 victory.

* The women's team also claimed gold, winning 3.5-0.5 in their final match
against Azerbaijan.



* Top Performers:

* In the Open section, D. Gukesh and Arjun
Erigaisi won individual gold medals for their
performances on the first and third boards.
Gukesh scored 9 points in 10 games, while
Arjun scored 10 points in 11 games. Both
players are now ranked among the top in the
world, with Gukesh ranked 3rd and Arjun 5th
in live ratings.

* P. Harikrishna and Vidit Gujrathi also
contributed to the men’s success. '
Harikrishna played on the reserve board. /

> 4







e Historic Achievement:

* India’s gold medals mark the first time the country has won team
golds at the Chess Olympiad. The United States finished as the
runner-up in the Open section with 17 points.



Quad meet launches maritime and health initiatives

Sriram Lakshman
WILMINGTON (DELAWARE)

Leaders of the Quad group
of countries — Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, U.S.
President Joe Biden, Aus-
tralian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida — met at their sixth
summit-level meeting at
Archmere Academy, Mr.
Biden’s former school in
Claymont, Delaware, to an-
nounce a broad range of
outcomes. These included
the launch of a new coast
guard exercise, a logistics
network, expansion of
maritime surveillance, and
a project to combat cervi-
cal cancer.

In terms of positions,
the Quad strongly con-
demned aggression in the
East and South China Sea
and expressed alarm over
the war in Ukraine, noting
that all four leaders had vi-

sited the country.
The ‘Quad Cancer
Moonshot’ will involve

contributions from all four
countries to combat cervi-
cal cancer. India will com-
mit $10 million towards
screening for the disease.
Vaccine manufacturer Se-
rum Institute of India and
Gavi will provide up to 40
million vaccines for the re-

gion, “subject to
approvals”.
The countries an-

nounced the Quad-at-Sea
Ship Observer Mission in
2025 to improve interoper-
ability and maritime safe-
ty. Future coast guard mis-
sions are planned for after
2025. A logistics network
pilot project was also
launched, which will in-
volve Quad countries shar-
ing airlift capacity to sup-
port disaster response.

A Maritime Initiative for
Training in the Indo-Pacific
(MAITRI) to train Quad

A Al

(From left) Anthony Albanese, Narendra Modi, Joe Biden, and Fumio

Kishida at the ‘Cancer Moonshot’ event in Delaware. ANI

partners “to monitor and
secure their waters, en-
force their laws, and deter
unlawful behaviour” was
also announced. India will
host the first MAITRI work-
shop in 2025.

A maritime legal dia-
logue has been launched to
support actions to uphold
the rules-based order, the
statement said.

Quad members con-

demned maritime aggres-
sion, with pointed refe-
rences to  situations
involving China, which is
currently embroiled in ten-
sions with the Philippines,
most recently over the lat-
ter’s coast guard presence
on the Sabina shoal, 150
km off its west coast.

“We are seriously con-
cerned about the situation
in the East and South Chi-

na Seas,” they said, as they
expressed concern about
the militarisation of disput-
ed features and intimida-
tion in the South China
Sea.

The statement con-
demns the dangerous use
of coast guard and mari-
time militia vessels and op-
poses the disruption of
other countries’ offshore
resource exploitation activ-
ities.

War in Ukraine

While there was no direct
mention of Russia, pre-
sumably out of considera-
tion for India, which shares
a close relationship with
Moscow, the joint state-
ment had references that
have been associated with
a condemnation of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, such
as Quad countries offering
their “unwavering” sup-
port for the United Nations
Charter. The countries ex-

pressed their “deepest
concern” for the war in Uk-
raine and its consequenc-
es.

“Each of us has visited
Ukraine since the war be-
gan and seen this first-
hand; we reiterate the
need for a comprehensive,
just, and lasting peace in
line with international law,
consistent with the pur-
poses and principles of the
UN Charter, including res-
pect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” the
statement says. It also
notes the impact the war
has had on food and ener-
gy security, especially for
developing countries.

The Quad fellowship, to
promote STEM education,
has been expanded to in-
clude 50 scholarships
worth $5,00,000 for stu-
dents from the region to
study at government-fund-
ed technical institutions in
India.
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Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
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Australia, India, Japan, and the United States
are highlighted in blue. Former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe intended for the Quadrilateral to
establish an "Asian Arc of Democracy".

Abbreviation Quad

Established 2007 (1st time); lasted until
2008
2017 (re-established after
negotiations in November)

Type Inter-governmental security
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e Quad Summit Overview:

* The summit took place in Wilmington, Delaware, at President Biden’s
former school, focusing on critical global and regional issues.

* Maritime Initiatives:
* Launch of a new coast guard exercise.

e A logistics network to improve maritime surveillance and protection
capabilities.

 Announcement of a Maritime Initiative for Training in the Indo-Pacific
(MAITRI) to train Quad members' coast guards, enhancing interoperability.



 Health Initiatives:

* Introduction of the 'Quad Cancer Moonshot' to combat cervical
cancer, with India committing to screen for the disease and provide

vaccines in collaboration with the Vaccine manufacturer Serum
Institute of India and Gavi.

* The program aims to provide up to 40 million vaccines, pending
regulatory approvals.



1.Position on Global Issues:

1. Strong condemnation of aggression in the East and South China Seas,

highlighting concerns about the militarization and disputed features in these
regions.

2. Expression of concerns about the war in Ukraine, reaffirming support for a

rules-based international order and the territorial integrity and sovereignty of
nations.

2.Partnership and Cooperation:

1. Emphasized on strengthening the partnership within the Quad framework,
underscoring their commitment to ensuring peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region.
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M. hi demands CBI
into arson in Bihar’s Nawada

Union Minister Jitan Ram Man|

yhi on Sunday
demanded a CBI probe into the torching of 34

houses, mostly belonging to
by agroup or heopie in B
Septe:

10 SC/ST
har's Nawada

communities,
district

ember 18. Mr. Manjhi, founder of the

prol
Prcident are exposed and

BID calls for shutdown over

The BJD has called for a six-hour shutdown in

vice-president Debi Prasad Mishra said,

“The
torture sexual assault incident has
shamed Odisha. The bandh will be

intensify the protest against police brutality™

CMRULs first driverless train
ready, delivery by mid-Oct.

Only ‘stati

CHENNAL
hennal Metro Rail's
first driverless train

s been manufac-
tured and it is likely to be

Ccay

depot

wherein a traln operator [
The contract for this
given at a cost of

gust. However, the date to
deliver the train was put
off.

According to officials of

ished, there will be a test-
ing process called ‘static
cesuing’, “ma. il be
done

e tatn ls llkely “to be

train for the Phase 8 project. SPECIA

brought to the depot only
by the middle of October.
Sources said that the

process en
Countereda deiey as k tok
time to procure a few com-

st ; RL. als. The train will run between
Porur on corridor 4 of the Phase 1l project. The operations are likely lohemnn(:xlyear

Arviving soens A it book of the Chennal Metro Rail's driveriess

ponents for the train.
The driverless train will
rated on the Poona-

be ope
mallee-Porur _stretch, a
part of corridor 4 of the
Phase II project. The oper-

lee and

ations are likely to begin

nexx year.

“Minor setback®

~“We don't anticipate any
Lays, and

CWC took unilateral
decision to release
water: Mamata to PM

Shiv
KOLKATA

Siny

uppmg the ante against the
Central government, West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-

release water were made

tion and testing pro-
cess within five months.
The viaduct work

tives of the Central Water
Commission (CWC) without

Poonamallee and Porur

will be completed only by
eady,

a

This is the second letter
by the Chief Minister to the
Frime Minkter in 2 span of
two days, blaming the re-
lease of water from the re-
servoirs cunt_n:rlled d by the
Damodar Corpora-
on (D) for Intunciation of
south Bengal.
Earlier, Ms. Banerjee in a
letter dated September 20

Bclent for effcttive disaster
management.

Two officials
Protesting agains: “unpre-
cedented uncos

* ed his resignation as
a member of the . The
State’s > f -

Check bias
by UPSC in
income test

pa
rents work in public sector
bodes.

“These candidates are
currentdy facing significant
obstacles related to 1l

T
wrote to Mr. Modi, who
heads the Ministry of Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances,
and Pensions, under which

incor

for children of all public

sector bodies, and transpa-

rency in the verification
process.

He said that the core is-

cases was the

Further, he added, the
income test being ap-
ed unevenly for children

of those working with Cen-
a

Close shave

Man shot dead in Ajmer as two
groups clash over land dispute

FUR

One person was shot dead
and another injured in a
violent clash between two
groups over the construc-
tion of a shop on a disput-
ed piece of land at Rupan-

opened fire after 2 30-mi-

T Gne group had alleged
that the sarpanch wrong-
fully issued the lease deed
for the land, situated at a

_—

Villagers se¢ 2 earth mover
on fire during a land dispute
in Ajmer on Sunday. #T

bar jain students’ hostel
However, the local Jain
community distanced it-
self from the dispute.
'I'he

each other and a person

from one group o

fire, resulting in the death
sfied as Sha.

curity forces were de-
ployed. police
to ap-

=

O cne groog artred at the
site with construction ma-

and excavator ma-
Cits Bt S sotachet

those
the violence. Ajmer Range
Inspector-General of Police

Prakash said one per-
o Tinet B sen e o,

Allot new poll symbol
to both NCP factions,
Supriya Sule asks SC

The Narionalist C

Parcy (Sharad Pawar) lead.
er Supriya Sule on Satur-
=il the paty e

urge upreme Cous
to treat both NGB factions
equally in the allotment of
new electi

Speaking to the press,
Ms. Su!e said, “Mr. Pawar is
the ber of

soughs natural justice from
the Supreme Court. The

has d us to use
symbol of a ‘man blow-
ing turha’ [a traditional
trumpet] until the final de-
cision. The same decision
should be taken for the
other NCP faction. There is
confusion abous

tions are llke!y to be held in

of those working in PSUs,
PSBs. and various other
public seccor bodies

e that is being Htigated in
the Supreme Court.

m ulym “Ajit Pawar

Supriys Sule

a clock but in February
2024, the Election Com-
mission allotted the party
name ‘NCP* and the ‘clock”
symbol to Ajit Pawar fac-
Later, Sharad Paw:

Broup moved the SC seek.

ing an order to restrict Ajit

symbols
factons for the upcoming
n. The

alliance. Before the split,
NCP's election symbol was

b ey v hearing
on September 25, 2024.

Principal held
for killing
6-year-old girl
in Gujarat

of India
DAHOD (GUJARATY
The principal of a govern-
ment-run primary school

in Gujarar's Dahod district
was ed for

Why is Manipur allowed to
go Afghanistan way’: Cong.
MP questions Union govt.

NEW DELHI

Amid the Iingering crisis in
Congress MP A

killing a sixyear-old girl
student after she resisted

s attempt to sexual
molest her, police said on
Sunday.

Police launched a probe
after the child’s was.
found inside the school
at a village of
taluka on

er's request. Students and
chers ol

ce
Feopedtic]

ohodt that o day.” be sald.
Technical analysis and
the time when he left the
school in the evening made
him the prime suspect,
and he confessed to the
p= er interrogation,

he said

Bimol Akofjam has raised

pointed questions over the
Centre’s “inaction”, sug-
gesting that such a situa-

In an in
Videos, Mr. Akoijam vehe-
mently  criticised  the
Centre’s handling of the sit-

claimed more than 220
lives. .

Mr. Akoljam urged the
Centre to thrash out the is-

speaking in two
Aerent voloes or the 1n
sue of separate
administration.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra nodi should have
called his MLAs and minis-
ters and said ‘this should

not happen in Ind.u Mani-
pur is not a part of any ‘ha-
nana republic, 1 will not al

If this were
happening in
Uttar Pradesh. Bihar,
Rajasthan. or Madhya
would it have
besn ko (by the
Centre) to linger?”
A imor axouam
e Srom inner Mamsar

low this to happen, talk it
out, what is the problem”,”
Mr. Akogjam said.

of some

Mahayuti ally
RPI(A) seeks

10-12 seats for
Assembly poll

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAT
The Republican Party of
India (RPL-Athawale)
should get to contest at
lem IO to 12 seats in the
rashtra As-
se!nbly - Siecibon, Ramdas
Athawale said on Sunday.
RP1 GA) s an ally in the rul-
ing Mahayuri alliance that
comprises the Bharatiya
Janta Parcy, Shiv Sena and
Nationalist Congress Party.

Probable seats

Kuki groups in Manipur
last month anded

singh, however,
has emphatically rejected
the demand.

Mr. Akoijam, MP from
Ahies fomek'. Mamtpin Lok

constitue:
Phasised that  wiile he
viewed Mr. Singh as a
~small-time player™ in the
crisis, he could not be
completely absolved of
responsibility.

“The Government of In-
dia is squarely responsible
for the crisis,” he alleged.

o get at least 10 to 12 seats
in the seat-sharing pact.
We will contest the elec-
tion on our party symbol
and ask for three to four

committees, but due to the
inch £

of NCP,
did et mi
berths in the State.
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CMRL: first driverless train
ready, delivery by mid-Oct.

Only ‘static testing’ is pending, say CMRL officials. The train will run between Poonamallee and

Porur on corridor 4 of the Phase II project. The operations are likely to begin next year

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

hennai Metro Rail’s
C first driverless train

has been manufac-
tured and it is likely to be
transported from Sri City
to the Poonamallee depot
by mid-October.

For the 63,246-crore
Phase II project, Chennai
Metro Rail’s objective is to
have driverless trains, un-
like the Phase I project,
wherein a train operator is
present on board.

The contract for this
work was given at a cost of
1,125.92 crore.

Seven months ago, the
manufacturing of the first
train got under way at Sri
City, with the delivery tar-
get set for the end of Au-
gust. However, the date to
deliver the train was put
off.

According to officials of
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd.
(CMRL), though the manu-
facturing has been fin-
ished, there will be a test-
ing process called ‘static
testing’”, which will be
done at Sri City, and
the train is likely to be

Arriving soon: A first look of the Chennai Metro Rail’s driverless

train for the Phase Il project. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

brought to the depot only
by the middle of October.
Sources said that the
manufacturing process en-
countered a delay as it took
time to procure a few com-

ponents for the train.

The driverless train will
be operated on the Poona-
mallee-Porur stretch, a
part of corridor 4 of the
Phase II project. The oper-

ations are likely to begin
next year.

‘Minor setback’

“We don’t anticipate any
more delays, and
the train should arrive next
month; we will subse-
quently start the testing
process. This setback will
not affect the Phase Il work
as we will complete the in-
spection and testing pro-
cess within five months.
The viaduct work between
Poonamallee and Porur
will be completed only by
that time. Once it is ready,
the trials will begin along
the viaduct between Poo-
namallee and Porur,” an of-
ficial said.

Since the coaches will
arrive separately, they will
be first linked, and then,
the systems such as pas-
senger information, panto-
graph, brakes, heating,
ventilation, air condition-
ing, and train control man-
agement system will be
checked.

“Initially, we will test the
train at 10 kmph, and then,
increase the speed to the
maximum of 90 kmph,” a
source said.



Driverless Train Progress:

CMRL has manufactured its first driverless train as part of the Phase Il project.

The train will run between Poonamallee and Porur, on corridor 4 of the project.

Operations are expected to start next year.
* Cost and Delays:

* The project cost is estimated at 63,246 crore, with the contract for the driverless
train awarded for X1,125.92 crore.

* Though the manufacturing process began seven months ago, delays occurred in
procuring components, pushing back the original delivery target from August to
mid-October.



* Testing Process:

* The train will undergo a “static testing” process at Sri City before
being transported to the Poonamallee depot by mid-October.

* Once delivered, the train will be linked, and critical systems (e.g.,
passenger information, brakes, ventilation) will be tested.



* Train Operations:

* Initial trials will begin with the train running at 10 km/h, with speeds
gradually increasing to 90 km/h.

* The viaduct work between Poonamallee and Porur will be completed
within five months, allowing trials to commence.

* No Major Delays:

 CMRL officials anticipate no further significant delays, with the overall
project remaining on schedule.
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INDIA SIGNS IPEF'S
CLEAN AND FAIR
ECONOMY PACTS

INDIA ON SUNDAY
signed up to join the
clean and fair
cconomy components

and the overarching agreement

of the Indo-Paciic Economic

Framework for Prosperity (IPEF)

in Delaware
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with US President Joe Biden,
PM Furnio Kishica at the Quad Leaders' Summit in Delaware, the US
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Google trying hard for a
privacy-first ad ecosystem

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbsi, September 22
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® SIGNS ACCORDS ON CLEAN, FAIR ECONOMY

India joins 3 more IPEF pacts

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, September 22

INDIA ON SUNDAY signed up to
join the cleanand fair economy
components, and the overarching
agreement of Indo Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF), at Delaware in the US. The
signing took place in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who was on a three-day visit to the
country for the Quad Summit.

With this signing, India has for-
mally committed toall components
of the IPEF framework that it had
previously agreed tojoin.

However, India has chosen not to
participatein PillarI,which dealswith
trade,optinginstead forobserversta-
tusin the trade negotiations.

The clean economy falls under
Pillar ITI, and the fair economy is
covered in Pillar IV of IPEF.India had
already signed on to Pillar IT, which
focuses on supply chains. The sup-
ply chain agreement came into
effectin February.

Other members of the 14-
nation IPEF signed agreements for
Pillars III and 1V, along with the
overarching framework, during a
ministerial meeting in Singaporein
June. India was unable to sign at
that time due to ongoing general
elections and delays in completing
domestic approval processes.

IPEF was launched in 2022 in
Tokyo and includes 14 countries:
Australia, Brunei, Fiji,India, Indone-
sia, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam

EASING SUPPLY CHAINS, BOOST TO TRADE

_ The IPEF agreement was signed

M India had already signed on
to Pillar 11, which focuses on

in the presence of PM Modi

_ Heis on a three-day visit to the

US for the Quad Summit
M India will not M The clean
participate in economy falls
Pillar I, which under Pillar Ill,
deals with trade, = and the fair
opting instead economy is
for observer covered in
statusin the trade  Pillar IV
negotiations of IPEF

supply chains

Concerns remain, says GTRI

THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR the
IPEF have been conducted “in
secrecy”, with limited public
input, raising concerns about
whether India has retained suffi-
cientflexibilityand policy spaceto
achieve its economic goals,
according to Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI).

One majorissue in the Supply
Chain Pillaris whether the agree-
ment might restrict members
from trading critical materials,
particularlywith China.

“It’s hoped that India has

and the USA.

The IPEF partners represent
40% of global GDP and 28% of
global trade in goods and services.

The clean economy agreement

negotiated enough flexibility to
avoid strict clauses, such as the
prohibition on exportrestrictions.
These are crucial during emer-
gencies, as no country can be
expected to supply essential
goodswhen facing its own crisis,”
GTRInoted.

In the Clean Economy Pillar,
the concernisthat India mayhave
agreed to a non-derogation
clause, which would prevent the
government from relaxing
domestic rules for projects of
nationalimportance.FE BUREAU

aims to accelerate efforts among
IPEF members towards energy
security and transition, climate
resilience and adaptation and the
mitigation of greenhouse gas emis-

sions. Italso seeks toinnovate ways
toreduce dependence on fossil fuels
and promote the deployment of
clean energy and climate-friendly
technologies.

According to a statement by the
commerce ministry, the clean
energy pact will encourage invest-
ments, project financing (including
concessional financing), joint col-
laborative projects, workforce
developmen and technical assis-
tance. It will also support capacity
building forindustries, particularly
micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs), and facilitate the
integration of Indian companies
into global value chains, especially
within the Indo-Pacific region.
These efforts will be carried out
through joint initiatives such as
Cooperative Work Programmes, the
IPEF Catalytic Capital Fund and the
IPEF Accelerator.

The fair economy agreement
aims to create a more transparent
and predictable business environ-
ment, promote alevel playing field,
and enhance efforts to prevent and
combat corruption. It also estab-
lishes confidential systems,
improves tax transparency, and
facilitates the exchange of informa-
tion for tax purposes.

“It focuses on enhancing infor-
mation sharing among partners,
facilitating asset recovery, and
strengthening cross-border inves-
tigationsand prosecutions.This will
also support India's effortsin fight-
ing corruption, money laundering,
and terror financing,” the com-
merce ministry said.



Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity

Members of IPEF

Economic initiative

Membership 14 countries

Australia  [hide]
=~ Brunei

= Fii
e INdia
B |ndonesia

® Japan
EE= Malaysia
New Zealand
= Philippines
Singapore
‘e South Korea
=== Thailand
m= United States
Vietnam




* New Accords Signed: Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF)

* India has joined agreements on the clean energy and fair economy
components of the IPEF, along with the overarching IPEF agreement.

* The signing took place in Delaware, USA, in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to attend the Quad Summit.

* India had already joined the supply chains pillar (Pillar Il) earlier this
year.



* India's Position on Trade Pillar:

* India opted out of the Pillar I, which focuses on trade. It has chosen
observer status due to concerns about sensitive trade negotiations,
particularly those involving China.

* Pillar lll (Clean Economy) & Pillar IV (Fair Economy):

* The clean economy initiative promotes investment in clean energy
projects, including financing, joint collaborative ventures, and
support for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in energy
transition efforts.



* Concerns Over IPEF:

* India's decision to not participate in Pillar | stems from secrecy in
negotiations and concerns over restrictive trade provisions.

* One key issue is whether the IPEF will allow enough flexibility for
India and other nations to meet their economic goals and ensure
essential goods are available, especially during crises.



Importance of the Agreement:

The IPEF is significant, representing 40% of the global GDP and 28% of global
trade. It aims to reduce fossil fuel dependence, promote clean energy, and
improve transparency in trade relations across 14 Indo-Pacific nations.

Efforts include fostering economic collaborations, especially in sectors like
renewable energy and supply chain resilience.



EUROPE GAINS GROUND, AMERICA STAGNANT

Asia loses share in India's exports

INTHEFOURYEARS to
FY24, while India's goods
exports to America have
remained stagnant at a tad
above 23% of its total
merchandise exports,
shipments to Europe rose
to 24% in FY24 from 20% in
FY21, reports Saikat
Neogi. Exports to Asia
have dropped from 45% in
FY21to 40%in FY24.In
April-August of the current
fiscal year, share of exports
to America in total exports
increased to 25%, while
Europe's share too rose to
25%. Asian markets, on the
other hand, continued to
cede ground, with their
share in India's total goods
exports dropping further
to 38%. To be sure, while
India's overall goods
exports contracted 3% in
FY24, shipments to
America and Asia
contracted 4% and 3.5%
respectively. Exports to
Europe, however, rose
around 2% in FY24.In FY25
till August, while the
overall exports grew
marginally at 1%,
shipments to America and
Europe rose at 7.3% and
7.8%, respectively.

Region-wise share of India's exports
(in %) M Africa M America W Europe M Asia

FY21 FY22 EY23 FY24 FY25
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* The government has sanctioned ¥31,000
crore to fence the Myanmar border, which
spans 1,643 km across Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and
Mizoram.

 The Home Minister cited border issues as
a root cause of Manipur’s ethnic
violence. So far, 30 km of fencing has been
completed, with ongoing work in Manipur.

 The Free Movement Regime along the
border has been scrapped. Efforts to
restore peace between the Meitel and
Kuki-Zo communities, amid ongoing
violence that has displaced over 60,000
people, are underway.




 FMR, implemented in 2018, the Free Movement Regime
(FMR) permits residents on both sides of the 1,643 km
India-Myanmar border to travel up to 16 km into each other’s
territory without a visa.

* This requires a border pass with one-year validity, allowing a
two-week stay. The border spans four states: Mizoram,
Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh.




Indiia and Myanmar share a 1,643 km border along four northeastern states

" pis) Arunachal Pradesh

Nagaland
Manip

Mizordm

Myanmar




Fast track immigration-
trusted traveller
programme



* India has launched its first Fast Track
Immigration-Trusted Traveller
Programme (FTI-TTP) aimed
at providing quicker immigration

orocessing for High-Net-Worth

ndividuals (HNW!Is), CEOs,

ousinessmen, and Overseas Citizens
of India (OCI).

* The program, operational at major
airports such as Delhi and Mumbail, '
offers faster immigration clearance
through e-gates. /

> 4




Enrollees must apply online, provide biometrics at airports or
Foreigners Regional Registration Offices (FRRO), and can enjoy fast-

track clearance for up to five years.

The program ensures secure handling of personal data and is inspired
by the US Global Entry system, tailored to Indian needs.




Exercise AIKYA



* The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the
Southern Command of the Indian Army launched a two-day national
symposium, “Exercise AIKYA,” focusing on disaster management.

* The event includes simulations, technology discussions, and expert
insights on disaster preparedness.

* It emphasized the role of defence forces and the importance of
technology in managing disasters, particularly in southern states
prone to cyclones and floods.



Jordan




« Jordan has become the first country in the world to receive
World Health Organization (WHO) verification for eliminating
leprosy.

* This achievement highlights the country’s strong political
commitment and effective public health strateqgies, with no
locally transmitted cases reported for over two decades.

» Jordan’s success serves as a global model, demonstrating
the power of sustained efforts and collaboration in public
health.
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India Joins International Big
Cat Alliance



« After an approval from the Union Cabinet, India has formally
joined the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), by signing and
ratification of the Framework Agreement of IBCA.

 International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)

* The alliance was conceived as a multi-country, multi-agency
coalition of 96 big cat range countries and others to establish a
common platform for conservation.



* Objective: Focus of the Alliance is to conserve seven big
cats of the world which includes Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow
Leopard, Puma, Jaguar and Cheetah.

 In India out of the seven big cats only five — tiger, lion, leopard, snow
leopard and cheetah — are found.

 Funding: The government also approved a one-time budgetary
support of 150 crore for a period of five years from 2023-24 to
2027-28.



 Governance: IBCA governance consists
of an Assembly of Members, Standing
Committee and a Secretariat with
Its Head Quarter in India.

 All UN member countries are
eligible for becoming a member of
IBCA.
« So far 4 countries have become members

of IBCA including India, Nicaragua,
Eswatini and Somalia.



Global Cybersecurity
Index 2024



* India has achieved Tier 1 status in the
Global Cybersecurity Index (GCl) 2024,
with a score of 98.49 out of 100, marking
It as a global leader in cybersecurity.

 About

 India’s success is driven by robust
cybercrime laws, sector-specific
Computer Incident Response Teams
(CSIRTSs), education initiatives, and
International collaborations.

 India’s global leadership is reinforced by '
International partnerships and

agreements to enhance cybersecurity
capacity and information sharing /
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Word of the day

Pendant:

an adornment that hangs from a piece of jewelry
(necklace or earring); held from above and
hanging down

Usage: she wore a blue pendant around
her neck.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/pendantpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pend(s)nt/
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