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• Meeting Between Modi and Biden:

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi met U.S. President Joe Biden in 
Wilmington, Delaware, for bilateral talks ahead of the Quad summit. 
This meeting is described as personal and focused on strengthening 
the India-U.S. partnership.

• Biden emphasized that the relationship between the U.S. and India is 
stronger, closer, and more dynamic than ever. He expressed 
admiration for Modi’s ability to identify new cooperation areas.



• Quad Summit Focus:

• The Quad summit also includes leaders from Australia (Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese) and Japan (Prime Minister Fumio Kishida).

• Topics for the bilateral meeting included India’s stance on Russia and 
China, especially regarding the ongoing Ukraine war and maintaining 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. The U.S. urged India to play a 
more significant role in supporting these principles.



• Key Priorities:

• China and Russia were highlighted as critical priorities in the bilateral meeting. Jake 
Sullivan, U.S. National Security Adviser, stressed that countries should refrain from 
supporting Russia’s war machine.

• China’s relationship with India and the other Quad members, including discussions on 
the South China Sea and North Korea, were major topics of concern. There was an 
emphasis that the Quad is not intended as a military alliance but a partnership for 
reinforcing regional peace and stability.



• Quad Initiatives:

• The U.S. Coast Guard will collaborate with India, Australia, and Japan 
in joint exercises in the Indo-Pacific to combat piracy and expand 
maritime security.

• The Quad fellowship program will be expanded to include students 
from Southeast Asia.



1.Other Topics Discussed:
1. Health and Science Collaboration: A significant focus was on cancer research, 

a personal project of President Biden, after the loss of his son. The "Quad 
Cancer Moonshot" initiative will work on cancer screening, vaccines, and 
treatment, with funding from Quad members.











Appointment Announcement:

Air Marshal Amar Preet Singh has been appointed as the 
next Chief of the Air Staff of the Indian Air Force (IAF). He 
will assume the role on September 30, 2024, following the 
retirement of Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari.



• Current Role:

• Air Marshal A.P. Singh is currently serving as the Vice Chief of the Air 
Staff. The Government of India confirmed his elevation to the top 
post in a statement issued by the Defence Ministry.



Background and Experience:

Education: Singh is an alumnus of prestigious military institutions, including the National 
Defence Academy (NDA), Defence Services Staff College, and National Defence College.

Commission and Flying Experience: He was commissioned into the fighter stream of the IAF in 
December 1984 and is a qualified flying instructor. He has over 5,000 flying hours on various 
fixed and rotary-wing aircraft.

Test Pilot Experience: Singh is also an experimental test pilot, having led significant projects, 
including the MiG-29 upgrade in Moscow and the flight testing of the Tejas light combat 
aircraft.



Career Highlights:

Commanded an operational fighter squadron and a frontline 
airbase.

Led the MiG-29 upgrade project in Moscow, Russia.

Served as the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Central Air 
Command before becoming the Vice Chief on February 1, 2023.



• Awards:

• Air Marshal A.P. Singh has been awarded the Param Vishisht Seva 
Medal and the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal for his distinguished service.







Antibiotic Resistance:

Diseases such as urinary tract infections (UTIs), bloodstream 
infections, pneumonia, and typhoid are showing increasing 
resistance to commonly used antibiotics.

The study presents data from the ICMR's Antimicrobial Resistance 
Surveillance Network (AMRSN) and highlights resistance trends in 
six key pathogenic groups from January 1 to December 31, 2023.



For in-patients, Escherichia coli
was also the most commonly 
isolated pathogen (22.75%), 

followed by Klebsiella 
pneumoniae (16.21%) and 
Acinetobacter baumannii

(11.87%).

In the intensive care unit (ICU), 
Acinetobacter baumannii was 

the most isolated pathogen 
(23.74%), followed by Klebsiella 

pneumoniae (20.88%) and 
Escherichia coli (13.11%).



• Surveillance and Participation:
• The data were collected from 21 

regional centers across the country, 
representing both public and private 
healthcare sectors.

• These findings emphasize the 
growing challenge of managing 
infections as pathogens continue to 
evolve and develop resistance to 
existing treatments.





















. Type of Election:

Sri Lanka elects its president through 
direct popular voting.

The president is the head of state, 
head of government, and commander-
in-chief of the armed forces.



Eligibility of Candidates:

To contest the presidential election, a 
candidate must:

• Be a citizen of Sri Lanka.

• Be at least 35 years old.

• Be qualified to be elected as a Member of 
Parliament.

• Not be holding any other paid office except as 
a Member of Parliament or an office for which 
the constitution allows dual holding.



The election uses the absolute majority system under the second-past-the-post (instant runoff 
voting) system.

If no candidate achieves over 50% of the votes in the first 
round, the second preferences marked by voters on the 

ballot are considered.

Votes of the candidate who placed last are redistributed 
according to second preferences until a candidate obtains 

the majority.

Voting System:



. Term of Office:

The president is elected for a term of five years.

A person can serve as president for a maximum of two terms.

6. Election Timing:

Elections must be held at least one month before the end of the sitting 
president's term.

If the president's office becomes vacant due to resignation, death, or 
removal, a fresh election must be held within three months.



Election Outcome:

Anura Kumara Dissanayake, leader of the 
National People’s Power (NPP) alliance, won the 
presidential election with 42.31% of the votes.

Sajith Premadasa, his main challenger and leader 
of the opposition, came second with 32.76%.

Ranil Wickremesinghe, the incumbent, finished 
third with under 20% of the vote share.



Significance of the Victory:

Dissanayake’s victory marks a historic break from the 
dominance of Sri Lanka's two major political parties: 
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and the United 
National Party (UNP), which have held power for over 
seven decades.

It reflects widespread discontent with the country’s 
political establishment, following the 2022 economic 
crisis and massive public protests demanding a change 
in leadership and governance.



Mandate for Change:

Dissanayake has pledged to end corruption
and overhaul Sri Lanka’s political culture.

He gained significant support from voters 
seeking a fresh start, especially after the 
2019 and 2020 elections where his party 
performed poorly.



• Campaign Strategy:

• His campaign focused on grassroots efforts 
targeting Sri Lankans disillusioned with the 
status quo, particularly following the 
Aragalaya (people’s struggle) against the 
political system.



• Challenges Ahead:

• Dissanayake acknowledged the "humongous challenges" ahead as the President-elect, 
emphasizing the need for unity among all communities in Sri Lanka—Sinhalese, Tamils, 
Muslims—to rebuild the nation.

• Political Context:

• The election was necessitated due to the fallout from the 2022 economic crisis and was 
seen as a referendum on the existing political order.





• India's Dominance:

• The Indian men's team was dominant throughout the tournament, securing 
the gold medal with a round to spare. In the 11th and final round, India 
easily defeated Slovenia with a 3.5-0.5 victory.

• The women's team also claimed gold, winning 3.5-0.5 in their final match 
against Azerbaijan.



• Top Performers:

• In the Open section, D. Gukesh and Arjun 
Erigaisi won individual gold medals for their 
performances on the first and third boards. 
Gukesh scored 9 points in 10 games, while 
Arjun scored 10 points in 11 games. Both 
players are now ranked among the top in the 
world, with Gukesh ranked 3rd and Arjun 5th 
in live ratings.

• P. Harikrishna and Vidit Gujrathi also 
contributed to the men’s success. 
Harikrishna played on the reserve board.



For the women’s team, Divya Deshmukh won the individual 
gold on the third board, finishing with 9.5 points in 11 
games. Vantika Agrawal, on the fourth board, secured an 
individual gold as well with 7.5 points in 9 games.

Tania Sachdev played on the reserve board for the 
Indian women, helping the team secure 19 
points—one more than Kazakhstan, the runner-up.



• Historic Achievement:

• India’s gold medals mark the first time the country has won team 
golds at the Chess Olympiad. The United States finished as the 
runner-up in the Open section with 17 points.









• Quad Summit Overview:

• The summit took place in Wilmington, Delaware, at President Biden’s 
former school, focusing on critical global and regional issues.

• Maritime Initiatives:

• Launch of a new coast guard exercise.

• A logistics network to improve maritime surveillance and protection 
capabilities.

• Announcement of a Maritime Initiative for Training in the Indo-Pacific 
(MAITRI) to train Quad members' coast guards, enhancing interoperability.



• Health Initiatives:

• Introduction of the 'Quad Cancer Moonshot' to combat cervical 
cancer, with India committing to screen for the disease and provide 
vaccines in collaboration with the Vaccine manufacturer Serum 
Institute of India and Gavi.

• The program aims to provide up to 40 million vaccines, pending 
regulatory approvals.



1.Position on Global Issues:
1. Strong condemnation of aggression in the East and South China Seas, 

highlighting concerns about the militarization and disputed features in these 
regions.

2. Expression of concerns about the war in Ukraine, reaffirming support for a 
rules-based international order and the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
nations.

2.Partnership and Cooperation:
1. Emphasized on strengthening the partnership within the Quad framework, 

underscoring their commitment to ensuring peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region.







• Driverless Train Progress:

• CMRL has manufactured its first driverless train as part of the Phase II project.

• The train will run between Poonamallee and Porur, on corridor 4 of the project.

• Operations are expected to start next year.

• Cost and Delays:

• The project cost is estimated at ₹63,246 crore, with the contract for the driverless 
train awarded for ₹1,125.92 crore.

• Though the manufacturing process began seven months ago, delays occurred in 
procuring components, pushing back the original delivery target from August to 
mid-October.



• Testing Process:

• The train will undergo a “static testing” process at Sri City before 
being transported to the Poonamallee depot by mid-October.

• Once delivered, the train will be linked, and critical systems (e.g., 
passenger information, brakes, ventilation) will be tested.



• Train Operations:

• Initial trials will begin with the train running at 10 km/h, with speeds 
gradually increasing to 90 km/h.

• The viaduct work between Poonamallee and Porur will be completed 
within five months, allowing trials to commence.

• No Major Delays:

• CMRL officials anticipate no further significant delays, with the overall 
project remaining on schedule.









• New Accords Signed: Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 
(IPEF)

• India has joined agreements on the clean energy and fair economy
components of the IPEF, along with the overarching IPEF agreement.

• The signing took place in Delaware, USA, in the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to attend the Quad Summit.

• India had already joined the supply chains pillar (Pillar II) earlier this 
year.



• India's Position on Trade Pillar:

• India opted out of the Pillar I, which focuses on trade. It has chosen 
observer status due to concerns about sensitive trade negotiations, 
particularly those involving China.

• Pillar III (Clean Economy) & Pillar IV (Fair Economy):

• The clean economy initiative promotes investment in clean energy 
projects, including financing, joint collaborative ventures, and 
support for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in energy 
transition efforts.



• Concerns Over IPEF:

• India's decision to not participate in Pillar I stems from secrecy in 
negotiations and concerns over restrictive trade provisions.

• One key issue is whether the IPEF will allow enough flexibility for 
India and other nations to meet their economic goals and ensure 
essential goods are available, especially during crises.



Importance of the Agreement:

The IPEF is significant, representing 40% of the global GDP and 28% of global 
trade. It aims to reduce fossil fuel dependence, promote clean energy, and 
improve transparency in trade relations across 14 Indo-Pacific nations.

Efforts include fostering economic collaborations, especially in sectors like 
renewable energy and supply chain resilience.





Border Management: Government to 
fence the Myanmar border



• The government has sanctioned ₹31,000 
crore to fence the Myanmar border, which 
spans 1,643 km across Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and 
Mizoram.

• The Home Minister cited border issues as 
a root cause of Manipur’s ethnic 
violence. So far, 30 km of fencing has been 
completed, with ongoing work in Manipur. 

• The Free Movement Regime along the 
border has been scrapped. Efforts to 
restore peace between the Meitei and 
Kuki-Zo communities, amid ongoing 
violence that has displaced over 60,000 
people, are underway.



• FMR, implemented in 2018, the Free Movement Regime 
(FMR) permits residents on both sides of the 1,643 km 
India-Myanmar border to travel up to 16 km into each other’s 
territory without a visa.

• This requires a border pass with one-year validity, allowing a 
two-week stay. The border spans four states: Mizoram, 
Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh.





Fast track immigration-
trusted traveller 

programme



• India has launched its first Fast Track 
Immigration-Trusted Traveller 
Programme (FTI-TTP) aimed 
at providing quicker immigration 
processing for High-Net-Worth 
Individuals (HNWIs), CEOs, 
businessmen, and Overseas Citizens 
of India (OCI).

• The program, operational at major 
airports such as Delhi and Mumbai, 
offers faster immigration clearance 
through e-gates.



Enrollees must apply online, provide biometrics at airports or 
Foreigners Regional Registration Offices (FRRO), and can enjoy fast-
track clearance for up to five years.

The program ensures secure handling of personal data and is inspired 
by the US Global Entry system, tailored to Indian needs.



Exercise AIKYA



• The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the 
Southern Command of the Indian Army launched a two-day national 
symposium, “Exercise AIKYA,” focusing on disaster management. 

• The event includes simulations, technology discussions, and expert 
insights on disaster preparedness. 

• It emphasized the role of defence forces and the importance of 
technology in managing disasters, particularly in southern states 
prone to cyclones and floods.



Jordan



• Jordan has become the first country in the world to receive 
World Health Organization (WHO) verification for eliminating 
leprosy.

• This achievement highlights the country’s strong political 
commitment and effective public health strategies, with no 
locally transmitted cases reported for over two decades.

• Jordan’s success serves as a global model, demonstrating 
the power of sustained efforts and collaboration in public 
health.





India Joins International Big 
Cat Alliance



• After an approval from the Union Cabinet, India has formally 
joined the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), by signing and 
ratification of the Framework Agreement of IBCA.

• International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)

• The alliance was conceived as a multi-country, multi-agency 
coalition of 96 big cat range countries and others to establish a 
common platform for conservation.



• Objective: Focus of the Alliance is to conserve seven big 
cats of the world which includes Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow 
Leopard, Puma, Jaguar and Cheetah.

• In India out of the seven big cats only five — tiger, lion, leopard, snow 
leopard and cheetah — are found.

• Funding: The government also approved a one-time budgetary 
support of ₹150 crore for a period of five years from 2023-24 to 
2027-28.

•



• Governance: IBCA governance consists 
of an Assembly of Members, Standing 
Committee and a Secretariat with 
its Head Quarter in India.

• All UN member countries are 
eligible for becoming a member of 
IBCA.

• So far 4 countries have become members 
of IBCA including India, Nicaragua, 
Eswatini and Somalia.

•



Global Cybersecurity 
Index 2024



• India has achieved Tier 1 status in the 
Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2024, 
with a score of 98.49 out of 100, marking 
it as a global leader in cybersecurity.

• About

• India’s success is driven by robust 
cybercrime laws, sector-specific 
Computer Incident Response Teams 
(CSIRTs), education initiatives, and 
international collaborations.

• India’s global leadership is reinforced by 
international partnerships and 
agreements to enhance cybersecurity 
capacity and information sharing







Thank you 
guys.


