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Karnataka HC upholds sanction to probe CM

Judge dismisses Siddaramaiah’s petition challenging the legality of Governor’s order granting approval for investigation into alleged illegalities in allotment of 14 sites to his

wife by MUDA; court says the allegation undoubtedly required an investigation; no fault can be found in the action of the Governor exercising independent discretion, it adds

Krishnaprasad

BENCGALURU

n a major setback to
l Chief Minister Sidda-

ramaiah, the Karnata-
ka High Court on Tuesday
upheld the permission
granted by the Governor to
conduct an investigation
against him on the allega-
tion of illegalities in the al-
lotment of 14 sites worth
¥56 crore to his wife Par-
vathi by the Mysuru Urban
Development  Authority
(MUDA).

Also, the court gave the
green signal for ordering a
probe by vacating its inte-
rim order granted on Au-
gust 19 directing a special
court in Bengaluru to defer
the decision on the com-
plaints against Mr.
Siddaramaiah.

It also rejected a plea to

stay Tuesday’s verdict to
enable Mr. Siddaramaiah
to appeal against it.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
delivered the verdict while
dismissing Mr. Siddara-
maiah’s petition challeng-
ing the legality of the Go-
vernor’s August 16 order
granting approval for in-
vestigation under Section
17A of the Prevention of
Corruption (PC) Act, 1988.

Referring to the allega-
tions, the High Court said
that it “undoubtedly re-
quires an investigation into
the teeth of the fact that
the beneficiary of all these
acts is not anybody out-
side, but the wife of Mr.
Siddaramaiah.”

On the Governor’s pow-
er, the court said the Go-
vernor, in the normal cir-
cumstances, had to act on
the aid and advice of the

#
.

In a tight spot: Siddaramaiah, along with D.K. Shivakumar,
addresses the press in Bengaluru on Tuesday, K. MURALI KUMAR

Council of Ministers as per
Article 163 of the Constitu-
tion, “but can take inde-
pendent decision in excep-
tional circumstances, and
the present case is one
such exception..” “No
fault can be found in the
action of the Governor ex-

ercising independent dis-
cretion,” the court said.
Rejecting Mr. Siddara-
maiah’s contention that
the approval for investiga-
tion has to be taken only by
the police officer and not
by any private individuals,
the court said, “Section 17A

Siddaramaiah
rejects BJP, JD(S)
call for his exit

BENGALURU

While the BJP and JD(S) in
Karnataka have demanded
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s
immediate resignation, the
Congress |leader asserted that
he had committed no mistake
and ruled out his resignation
from the post. » PAGE 3

nowhere requires a police
officer to seek approvalin a
private complaint regis-
tered under Section 200 of
the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure/Section 223 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023, against a public ser-

vant for offences punisha-
ble under the provisions of
the Act.”

“It is the duty of the
complainant to seek such
approval” in case of a priv-
ate complaint lodged be-
fore the competent courts,
the court said. “The Guber-
natorial order nowhere
suffers from want of appli-
cation of mind,” the High
Court said, rejecting Mr.
Siddaramaiah’s claim that
the Governor had not ap-

plied his mind in granting
permission for
investigation.

‘Not mandatory’

The court also made it
clear that grant of an op-
portunity of hearing or is-
suing a show-cause notice
prior to grant of approval
for investigation under
Section 17A is not manda-

tory. However, if the com-
petent authority [Gover-
nor in this case] chooses to
do so, it is open to it, the
judge said.

It was argued on behalf
of Mr. Siddaramaiah that
the Governor had issued
notice to him only on the
complaint filed by Abra-
ham T.J., and not on the
two other complaints, filed
by Snehamayi Krishna and
Pradeep Kumar S.P.

The court also clarified
that the Governor's order
is read to be restrictive to
an approval for investiga-
tion under Section 17A and
not an order granting sanc-
tion for prosecution under
Section 218 of the BNSS as
it was clarified on behalf of
the Governor that the or-
der has to be contained on-
ly for investigation under
Section 17A.



Discretionary powers

SITUATIONAL
DISCRETION OF
GOVERNORS

Execution of
discretion
beyond the
constitutional
permissibility
is considered

CONSTITUTIONAL

DISCRETION OF
GOVERNORS INCLUDES

© When they have to
reserve the Bill for
the consideration
of the President

© When he has to

© For appointing Chief
Minister after no party get
clear majority or when the
incumbent dies in the office

When he dismisses

recommend for © Council of Ministers
President’s rule in on an inability to prove government
the State confidence in the of the

© When given legislative Assembly State and
additional charge When he dissolves the

as administrator of
union Territory

Assembly when it loses its

majority

people’s
mandate




GOVERNOR

QUALIFICATION

(ARTICLEIS?)
«Citizen Of India
*Age:-35 Years

POWERS
*EXECUTIVE

Can Appoint
1)Council Of Ministers
2)Advocate General

3)PSC Members «Should Not Be Any Member Of
(Can Only Remove By The Union Or Any State
President, (Article 317)

*No Power To Appoint HC

Judge APPOINTMENT
«Can Nominate Person With (ART'CLE I55 )

Special Knowlege, Social
Service etc to legislative
council(Article 171(5) )

*LEGISLATIVE
*Part Of State Legislature
Having Right To Address and
Send Messages,Summoning
and Dissolving State Assembly

Article 200 Can Refer Any Bill
to President For Approval

President Appoints
«Term=5 Years
*May Be Terminated By
-Dismissal Of President
(Article 156-1)
‘Resignation=(Article 156-2)

JUDICIAL *EMERGENCY
Power To Grant ‘No Power
Pardons,Remission etc of

*Article 356 Power To Report to
punishments(Article 161)

President About State’S Status






Governors delaying

crucial Bills a matter
of concern, says SC

CJI asks why govts. should be made to approach the court for Governors
to act; he adds matters must be sorted out between them and the CMs

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
| I Ion Monday ex-
pressed acute dis-

pleasure at Governors
holding back key Bills, es-
pecially in non-BjP-ruled
States such as Punjab, Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, and Te-
langana, until State govern-
ments approach the top
court for judicial
intervention.

“This is a serious issue
we should look into... Why
should parties be made to
approach the Supreme
Court for the Governors to
act. We are a democracy in
operation since the birth of
the Constitution. These are
matters to be sorted out
betwecn lhe bovernors

7th Nov 2023

will ensure that the Consti-
tution is complied with,”
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, heading a

three-judge Bench,

observed.

‘Do soul-searching’
The Chief Justice said it
was time everybody, in-
cluding Governors and
Chief Ministers, did “a little
bit of soul-searching”.
“The Governors should

The Governors
should not be
oblivious of the

fact that they are
not elected by

the people

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

Chief Justice of India

not be oblivious of the fact
that they are not elected by
the people,” he noted.

The Bench was hearing
a petition filed by the Pun-
jab government agcusing
the Governor of sitting on
seven key Bills related to
subjects including fiscal
and State-affiliated
colleges.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Karnataka HC's Decision:

The Karnataka High Court dismissed Chief Minister Siddaramaiah's petition

challenging the Governor's order.




e Governor's Approval for Investigation:

* The Governor had approved an investigation into alleged illegalities in
the allotment of 14 sites by Mysuru Urban Development Authority
(MUDA) to his wife, valued at X56 crore.
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* Court's Reasoning:

* The court emphasized that the allegations necessitate an

Investigation.
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* The fact that Siddaramaiah’s wife is the sole beneficiary of the
allotments makes the investigation more significant.
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e Governor's Role:

* The court stated that while the Governor must act on the advice of the
Council of Ministers, he can take independent decisions in exceptional
cases.
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* The Governor's order was considered valid as an exceptional situation.
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* Rejection of Other Claims:

* Siddaramaiah’s argument that the Governor did not apply his mind in granting
approval was rejected.
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AR fear

* The court clarified that a police officer does not need approval to investigate a
public servant under Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act.
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e Court's Clarification:

* The High Court reiterated that seeking approval for investigation is
not mandatory under Section 17A in this specific case.
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* The court also dismissed the need for a show-cause notice or hearing
before granting approval.
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Karnataka CM says he will face
probe after HC dismisses plea

-—
MENGALAL

Ju‘u‘llln e mul ‘o

i e nmn-auu-- " \
ra s of CHROE AR / L

detararmatah, afles  the  Sebdarsmalah o1
ourt dikmised his

.mumu chatlengiig Uw  with legal exper
salon granted by o, darmand whother wich an

Eorner
Oehlot in lhi MIJIM Con

However, Mr
Anakats walel 1

AVt gt Wi permniest

bho vinader the law,

Sleletat o TAfver e
bopal

i winh

1wt seuside

oot Fasd “hus D
T R ) wlllnlw'u-\uwul -
ant winilid sosianis [ - Nubtara:

¥, Vijapwndra sald
Mr. Siddurumatah said
that tive courd bl din
Lot Jros
Vvt by the G0
v nddar Keceian X
B Whvarativn M ik
uumhhumnhun dan.

Panchamirtham row: film director held, gets bail
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Kerala smuggler-turned-forest protector bags award

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

A smuggler-turned-forest
protector in the Periyar
Tiger Reserve (PTR) in
Thekkady, Kerala, has
bagged the prestigious
Cricketers for Wildlife Con-
servation Service Award.

Sabu Varghese, also
known as Kunjumon, a
member of the Ex-Vayana
Bark Collectors Eco Deve-
lopment Committee (EDC)
in Thekkady, has received
the award in recognition of
his inspiring transforma-
tion. Mr. Kunjumon, once
involved in smuggling
Vayana bark (the bark of
cinnamon trees), has now
dedicated his life to con-
serving the very forest he
once exploited.

Mr. Sabu was part of a
group that illegally harvest-
ed Vayana bark from the
PTR and sold it in Tamil

Sabu Varghese, aka Kunjumon, a member of the Ex-Vayana Bark
Collectors Eco Development Committee. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Nadu. “In 1996, Sabu,
along with 23 other Vayana
collectors, stopped such il-
legal practices and became
associated with forest pro-
tection,” said a Forest De-
partment official.

Livelihood issues

The smuggling gang used
to earn a substantial in-
come by smuggling forest

produce such as sandal-
wood. Once they re-
nounced the illicit activi-
ties, the need to provide
them with a sustainable li-
velihood arose.

This led to the creation
of Periyar Tiger Trail, an
ecotourism initiative that
soon became a national
model. The programme
provided former smug-

glers with a legitimate in-
come and brought them
social acceptance.

Sabu has been instru-
mental in leading anti-
poaching efforts in the Pe-
riyar Tiger Reserve. He was
a member of the Cheetah
Squad, which apprehend-
ed sandalwood smugglers
from Tamil Nadu.

His efforts also extended
to helping smugglers rein-
tegrate  into  society
through the ‘Vidiyal’ eco-
tourism programme, pro-
viding livelihoods for 17
former smugglers.

Benefits abound
Reflecting on his past, Mr.
Sabu said, “Joining the
EDC changed everything.
We gained social accep-
tance and it transformed
the lives of my children
too, who are now receiving
a better education and op-
portunities.”

Mr. Sabu was presented
the Wildlife Service Award
at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru on

Saturday.
Former Indian cricketer
Gundappa  Vishwanath

presented him with the
award, which included a
cash prize of 1 lakh and a
memento.

Cricketers’ role
The award, established by
the Cricketers for Wildlife
Conservation, aims at re-
cognising the unsung he-
roes of forest conservation.
The initiative was con-
ceptualised by former In-
dian cricketers Sandeep
Patil, Yusuf Pathan, and
Harbhajan Singh to motiv-
ate the foot soldiers pro-
tecting India’s forests. M.N.
Jayachandran, an environ-
mentalist from Idukki,
bagged the award in the
Wildlife Crusader category.



Transformation of Sabu Varghese:

Sabu Varghese, also known as Kunjumon, was once a smuggler of Vayana bark but
has transformed into a forest protector in the Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Kerala.
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* Recognition and Award:

* He was awarded the prestigious Cricketers for Wildlife Conservation Service Award for
his efforts in forest conservation.
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* Anti-Poaching Efforts:

* Sabu played a significant role in leading anti-poaching efforts and was
part of the Cheetah Squad, which apprehended sandalwood

smugglers from Tamil Nadu.
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* Livelihood Programme:

* To provide a legitimate livelihood to former smugglers, he initiated
the ‘Vidiyal’ ecotourism program, which offers employment to 17
former smugglers
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e Award Presentation:

* Former cricketer Gundappa Vishwanath presented Sabu with the

award, which inc
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* Role of Cricketers:

 The award was established by cricketers Sandeep Patil, Yusuf Pathan, and Harbhajan
Singh to recognize unsung heroes of forest conservation.
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* Which of the following statements is true re%ardm%Sabu Varghese?
DI AT HYF I1g el

1. He was never invglved in illegal act|V|t|es

35i4 HHt Wit sray nfafafery o fewar a1 foram)

2.Sabu was awarded the Cricketers for Wildlife Conservation Service Award for his efforts in forest
conservation.
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3. He refused to work with the Periyar Tiger Reserve to protect the forest.
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4.Sabu continues to be involved in smuggling activities.
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Father of accused in Badlapur
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Army to receive Apache choppers in
Dec.; deploy LCH in Ladakh next year
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Army to receive Apache choppers in
Dec.; deploy LCH in Ladakh next year

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI/LEH

After a delay of more than
six months, the Army is set
to receive the first batch of
three AH-64E Apache at-
tack helicopters from Boe-
ing in December.

While the Apaches are
for the deserts, the Army is
set to deploy the indige-
nous light combat helicop-
ter (LCH), manufactured
by Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd., in Ladakh next year.

“The manufacturer has
communicated that there
have been manufacturing
delays due to supply chain
issues. The first batch of
three Apaches is now set to
be delivered in December
and the next three a few
months after that,” a de-
fence source said. As per
the original schedule,
three helicopters were sup-

The light combat helicopter is specifically designed for high-altitude
conditions, while the Apache is meant for deserts. ANI

posed to be delivered in
May and three in July.

The issue of delays was
taken up with the U.S. at
the political level and it
was requested to prioritise
the deliveries, the source
added. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh was on an of-
ficial visit to the U.S. in
August.

On the LCH, a second
source said the plan was to

deploy them in Ladakh in
2024-25. The Apaches are
ideal for countering ar-
mour and would be de-
ployed in the deserts,
another official said, ad-
ding that their capability
gets limited in high alti-
tudes due to their opera-
tional envelope. The LCH
is specifically designed for
high-altitude conditions,
the official added.

In March, the Army
Aviation formally raised
the 451 Aviation Squadron
at Jodhpur that would op-
erate the Apaches. The
Apaches would be the se-
cond attack helicopters in
the Army after the indige-
nous LCH.

India signed a deal with
Boeing for six Apaches, for
the Army, at a cost of
around $800 million in Fe-
bruary 2020. As part of the
deal, six pilots and 24 tech-
nicians were trained by
Boeing in the U.S.

The Army Aviation,
which has for long operat-
ed utility helicopters, in-
ducted its first dedicated
attack helicopter with the
LCH and the first squa-
dron, 351 Army Aviation,
was moved to Missamari,
Assam in the Eastern sec-
tor near the Line of Actual
Control in November 2022.




Fire Control Radar (FCR) & Radar Frequency Interferometer (RFl)
» Automatic detection/classification/prioritization of multiple targets

* Automatic cueing of weapons systems Composite Main Rotor Blades
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IAF'S NEW COMBAT MUSCLE
APACHE AH-64E

IAF inducts 8 - Manufactured - Toreplace old
Apache AH- . byBoeing; used - Russia-made
64E attack . byUSArmy and . Mi-35attack
helicopters on - international - helicopters
Sept 3,2019 - defence forces :
THE APACHE ADVANTAGE

" WoHd"
Two high- \ wx:ts
performance advanced multi-

.. turboshaft engines . role combat

for maximum cruise ~ helicopter

speed of 284km/hr

Advanced laser,

infrared & target
acquisition precision Hellfire
designation ~missiles, 70mm

to attack targets ‘_ 8.opc rockets, 30mm

Laser guided

SPECIFICATIONS  SPs- | 15241t

Primary mission gross weight b,838Kg
Vertical rate of climb More than 2000ft per min
Maximum rate of climb More than 2,800ft per min

Source: Boeing, news reports



APACHE'S TECH SPECS

It is considered to be the world’s most lethal attack helicopter
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WEAPONRY: 30-mm machine gun, can fire 1,200 rounds;
anti-tank Hellfire missile; Hydra Unguided Rocket



* Apache Helicopters Delivery:

* The Indian Army will receive the first batch of three AH-64E Apache
attack helicopters from Boeing in December, after a delay of more
than six months.
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 Light Combat Helicopters (LCH) Deployment:

* The indigenous Light Combat Helicopter (LCH), manufactured by
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL), will be deployed in Ladakh next

year.
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* Apaches and LCH Purpose:

* Apaches are ideal for desert warfare, while the LCH is specifically designed for high-
altitude conditions.
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e Cost and Training:

* India signhed a deal with Boeing for six Apaches in February 2020 at a
cost of S800 million. Six pilots and 24 technicians were trained in the

U.S. as part of the deal.
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* LCH Deployment Timeline:

* The Army plans to deploy the LCH in Ladakh in 2024-25, and the LCH is well-suited for
operations in high-altitude areas.

+ Y1 2024-25 H TERI H LCH T B D1 Ao §1 @1 8, 3R Ig s ard &1 #
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* Which of the following statements is true regarding the deployment of Apache helicopters and
LCH?

frafifad & & S A1 $YT U oD IeR] SR LCH DI d-ITdl & aR | el 87

1. Apaches will be deployed in Ladakh next year, and LCH will be deployed in deserts.

P 3T T AERG H q-ITd BT ST, 3R LCH &l IR | o1d foban
SITET|

2. Apaches are designed for desert warfare, while LCH is meant for high-altitude operations.
il 5m|qo|ge%ifﬁ“&rr:ﬁqaéﬂ%m%ﬁng:r, fohU T G, ST&h LCH T8 aTdl &l H TJa1a &
CRIRIRIR A

3. The Army will receive only one Apache helicopter in December.
1 1 IR H Shael U el SeAIPR ST g

4.The Indian Army has been using Apache helicopters since 2020.
1 2020 ¥ U BRlBIPR] Pl HIB B
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BANGKOK

‘Monumental step’ as Thai king
signs same-sex marriage into law

AFP

h

The Thai king has signed same-sex marriage into law, making
Thailand the first country in Southeast Asia to recognise marriage
equality. King Maha Vajiralongkorn gave royal assent to the new
law, passed by parliament in June, which will take effect in 120 days
— meaning the first weddings will take place in January. AFP



GLOBAL LAWS REGARDING

HOMOSEXUALITY

PUNISHMENT FOR RELATIVELY RECOGNITION OF
HOMOSEXUALACTS NEUTRAL SAME-SEXUNIONS
B Homosexuality acts can No specific laws B Same-sex marriage
be punished by death on gay rights is allowed
| Homosexuality Homosexual B Same-sex marriage is
actsare illegal acts are legal allowed in some
jurisdictions

Sources: Statista, News reports .
TOIL FORMORE INFOGRAPHICS DOWNLOAD




|Where Same-Sex
Marriage Is Legal

I Countries legally guaranteeing same-sex
couples the right to marry

| 2001 n2012
= Netherlands 4% Denmark
W 2003 w2013
O) Belgium @ Brazil
s England/Wales
2005 () France
) Canada @ New Zealand
© Spain £ Uruguay
W 2006 2014
& South Africa = Luxembourg
"= Scotland
2009
£ Norway W 2015
{» Sweden 4 Finland
() Ireland
W 2010 € UsSA
L Argentina
£ Iceland m 2016
@ Portugal w Colombia
= Greenland
As of Dec 10, 2021
* Enactment pending.
** Same-sex marriage becomes legal on Jul 1, 2022,

Sources: Pew Research Center, Statista research
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2017
@ Australia
‘P Malta
® Germany

= 2019

= Austria

& Ecuador

@ Taiwan

== North Ireland

W 2020
= Costa Rica

W 2021
& Chile’

w2022
© Switzeriand™
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SC VERDICT ON SAME-SEX
MARRIAGES: A TIMELINE

Nov 25, 2022:

2 same-sex couples
petition SC for
marriage recognition
under Special
Marriage Act,
prompting notices to
Centre and Attorney
General for India

O

Dec 14: Another
same-sex marriage
recognition plea

gets SC notice

Jan 6, 2023: SC centralizes similar
cases and schedules a March 13 hearing,
appointing counsels for both sides

March 12:

Centre opposes

same-sex
marriage,
emphasizing
traditional

~——definition of

ariage

March 13:
SC refers the
casetoa
Constitution

Bench due to its

constitutional
significance

Jan 30, February 10, February
20, March 3: More related cases
receive SC notices

Graphic: IE Design



Marital rights
same-sex couples
do not enjoy in India

m Government pensions and
medical benefits

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

m Claiming leave travel allowance
for partner

W In case of separation, there is no
provision to seek maintenance by
the economically weaker partner

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

m Right to take emergency
medical decisions




Arguments in favor of

same-sex marriage in India

« MARRIAGE AS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT

Arguments in favor of

same-sex marriage in India

RELIGIOUS DEFINITIONS OF MARRIAGE

« SURROGACY AND ADOPTION

'LEGITIMATE' INTEREST OF STATE

« EXTEND SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT

THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY

« COHABITATION AS A FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHT

LEGISLATION BY PARLIAMENT

ASSIMILATION OF SAME-SEX COUPLES

« INTERPRETING THE LAW

INDIAN CULTURE AND VALUE SYSTEM

- ISSUES WITH THE ADOPTION
OF CHILDREN

HUMAN DIGNITY

« GENDERED TERMS

LEGAL REFORMS

- DIALOGUE AND ENGAGEMENT




President Dissanayake picks MP and former academic Harini Amarasuriya as PM

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake on Tuesday
appointed MP and former
academic Harini Amarasu-
riya as Sri Lanka's Prime
Minister, as part of a four-
member Cabinet under
him that will lead policy
until the parliamentary
elections scheduled on No-
vember 14. The date for the
general elections was an-
nounced through a gazette
issued late on Tuesday,
which said the parliament
would be dissolved from
midnight.

After Sri Lankans elect-
ed Mr. Dissanayake to the
country’s top office in the
September 21 presidential
polls, he resigned as a
Member of Parliament,

and a National People’s
Power [NPP] member took
his place. The NPP alliance
has three MPs in the 225-
member legislature, which
is expected to be dissolved
soon in preparation for the
conduct of the general
elections.

Key portfolios
President Dissanayake

holds several key portfo-
lios, including Defence, Fi-
nance, Energy, Agriculture
and Fisheries. Prime Minis-
ter Amarasuriya will helm
Ministries, including Jus-
tice, Education, Health,
and Trade. MP Vijitha Her-
ath will handle Foreign Af-
fairs, among other Minis-
tries, an official statement
said.

Ms. Amarasuriya, 54,is
Sri Lanka’s third woman

Prime Minister, after Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike - one
of the first woman leaders
in the world — and her
daughter Chandrika Ban-
daranaike Kumaratunga,

who held the post briefly,
before being elected
President.

An anthropologist by
training, Ms. Amarasuriya
taught at the Open Univer-
sity of Sri Lanka, until she
became a member of Par-
liament through the coun-
try’s “national list" system
that allocates seats based
on a party's vote share,

Many in Sri Lanka, in-
cluding in the political op-
position, welcomed the ap-
pointment of Ms.
Amarasuriya as Prime Mi-
nister. In a congratulatory
message on social media
platform ‘X’, Leader of Op-

New honour: Sri Lankan Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya at her
swearing-in ceremony in Colombo on Tuesday. REUTERS

position Sajith Premadasa
said: “I hope your appoint-
ment will inspire women of
Sri Lanka to bring their ta-
lents, strength, and vision
to the forefront.”

The new Prime Minister
obtained her bachelor’s
degree in sociology in In-
dia, at Hindu College, Un-
iversity of Delhi. She pur-

sued her master’s in
Australia and obtained a
PhD from the University of
Edinburgh.

‘Brilliant student’

Jonathan Spencer, a long-
time scholar of Sri Lanka
and an emeritus professor
at the University of Edin-
burgh, who supervised Ms.

Amarasuriya’s doctoral de-
gree, described her as so-
meone with “extraordin-
ary capabilities”.

“I have known Harini
for nearly 20 years as a
brilliant student and a
close friend. She is a per-
son who combines enor-
mous integrity and striking
emotional  intelligence.
The task facing her is ex-
traordinarily challenging,
but she is a woman of ex-
traordinary capacities,” he
told The Hindu via email.

Prior to her entry into
active politics, Ms. Amara-
suriya worked for many
years in the development
sector, researching child
protection issues and later,
low-income communities
in Colombo. Following her
PhD, she joined Sri Lanka'’s
public university system,

where she taught sociology
and anthropology.

She was a prominent ac-
tivist in the professional
body of university teach-
ers, participating in many
campaigns, including
strike action demanding
higher investment in pu-
blic education,

Along with Prof. Spen-
cer and Sidharthan Mauna-
guru [a scholar of global
Tamil communities], Ms.
Amarasuriya has co-auth-
ored a soon-to-be launched
book, which is an oral his-
tory of dissent and dissi-
dents in Sri Lanka between
the 1960s and 1990s.

The newly elected Presi-
dent and his small team,
including the Prime Minis-
ter, that has just assumed
charge, face huge challeng-
es, as the country grapples

with the impact of the 2022
economic crisis, and citi-
zens struggle to cope with
painful austerity measures
that came as part of an In-
ternational Monetary
Fund-led programme.

Following the elections,
the IMF has said it looks
forward to working with
President Dissanayake and
his team “towards building
on the hard-won gains that
have helped put Sri Lanka
on a path to economic re-
covery since entering one
of its worst economic cris-
esin 2022

Further, the Fund said it
will discuss the timing of
the third review of its Sri
Lanka programme with
the new administration “as
soon as practicable”, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued on Tuesday.



* New Appointment:

* President Anura Kumara Dissanayake appointed Harini Amarasuriya
as Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, as part of a four-member Cabinet.
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* Role until Elections:

* The Cabinet will lead the government until parliamentary elections
scheduled on November 14.

-\

o1 FYTRT Sadig gl e

agj%ﬁﬁﬁ‘c' 14 4R G
& |

N X0

N|X ©

5T A



 Amarasuriya's Background:

* Harini Amarasuriya is an MP and a former academic who taught
sociology and anthropology at the Open University of Sri Lanka.
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 Academic Credentials:

* She earned her master’s degree in Australia and her PhD from the
University of Edinburgh.

.ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ@mﬁwﬁ%ﬁaﬁvmﬁﬁﬁwﬁm

* Key Ministries:

 Amarasuriya will manage Justice, Education, Health, and Trade portfolios.
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* Challenges Ahead:

* She faces significant challenges, including managing the country’s
economic recovery from the 2022 crisis.
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* Which of the following statements is correct about Harini Amarasuriya's appointment as Sri
Lanka’s Prime Minister? . . . .
ST & yuEA & Fu A fAgfea & IR d Fafafea A a s ar
HY- '\‘:Igl ?

1.Shei IS the first female Prime Minister of Sri Lanka.
ae ST &t Uga diedr u=HE1 &

2.She was an academic before entering politics and tqught at the Open University of Sri Lanka.
P ¥ Ugd 9g U sﬁwﬂwé?ehu:rqﬁaﬁzﬁ |

3. She will manage Finance and Defence ministries in the new Cabinet.

gg s hig-e H fad MR & HATHI} BT Yo Bl |

4.She has nq prior experience in public seryice.
3T Ao+ Jal | dig HIHd el g




« Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias
Bandaranaike (17 April 1916 —
10 October 2000) was a Sri
Lankan politician. She served
as prime minister three times
and was the leader of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party. She
was the first female to be
elected head of government in
the world.




POLITIOS, P7
HC upholds nod to probe
Karnataka chief minister

ALIMBAL WEONESDAY, SENTEMBER 25, 2024
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Dr. Mary Poonen
Lukose




 Dr. Mary Poonen Lukose, born in 1886, was Kerala’s first woman
doctor and the first woman to be a member of a legislative council in
an Indian princely state.

« After facing initial barriers in India, she pursued a medical degree In
London, specializing in gynaecology. Returning to Travancore, she
made history by performing Kerala’s first cesarean section and
pioneering midwifery training. In 1924, she became the first woman
head of Travancore’s health department and its first surgeon general.
She also served in the Travancore Legislative Council, impacting public
health policy until 1937.




The Food Import
Rejection Alert portal




 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has launched the Food Import Rejection Alert (FIRA)
portal, which will notify authorities about food
consignments rejected at Indian borders due to safety
concerns.

* The portal, unveiled at the Global Food Regulators Summit
2024, will facilitate quick information sharing to prevent
health risks from rejected food.

* [n the past year, over 1,500 imported food items were
rejected by FSSAI for failing to meet Indian standards.




Other government healthcare achievements include expanding the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY)to cover all
senior citizens aged 70 and above, benefiting 60 million people.

The U-WIN portal has digitized vaccination services, registering 64 million
beneficiaries so far.

Additionally, a new TB treatment regimen and diagnostics have

been introduced to shorten treatment time, with plans for nationwide
rollout.




Wildlife Habitats
Development
Scheme




* The Union Cabinet has approved the
Integrated Development of Wildlife
Habitats scheme for the 15th Finance
Commission cycle.

* The scheme supports key initiatives like

Project Tiger, Project Elephant, and
Development of Wildlife Habitat.

* The initiative focuses on boosting

technological interventions, including the
use of Al, camera traps, and conservation
genetics for wildlife monitoring.



1.Additionally, it supports
projects like Project Dolphin
and Project Lion, leveraging
advanced tools for species

conservation.

2.The scheme benefits 55 tiger
reserves, 33 elephant

reserves, and 718 protected
areas, contributing to both
wildlife conservation and climate
resilience.




Gingee Fort Nominated
for UNESCO World

Heritage Site




* Recently, the Gingee Fort in Tamil Nadu's Villupuram district has been
nominated for UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list as part of the
Maratha Military Landscapes proposal, which includes 11 other forts.



* What are the Key Facts Regarding Gingee Fort of Tamil Nadu?

* Geographical Feature and Significance: Gingee Fort is renowned for its historical
importance and strategic location atop three hillocks: Rajagiri,
Krishnagiri, and Chandragiri.

* Itis also known as the "Troy of the East," as it is one of the most impregnable
fortresses in peninsular India.



* Historical Overview: The fort was originally built by Ananta Kon of
the Konar Dynasty in 1200 CE and named it Krishnagiri.Vijayanagar
Empire undertook significant renovations of the fort.

* In 1677, the fort was captured by Chhatrapati Shivaji and remained
under Maratha control until 1698, when it fell to the Mughals.

* The Fort became the last stronghold for the Marathas (Rajaram |, son of
Shivaji) during their resistance against the Mughal forces.



* Briefly ruled by Raja Desingh (Tej Singh), it was taken over by the Nawabs
of Arcot in 1714 and remained under their dominion until 1749.

* From 1750 to 1770, the French held the fort before it eventually passed
into Britishers.



* Process for nominating a site to UNESCO's World Heritage List

A country creates a list of important cultural and natural heritage sites.

The country selects sites from the Tentative List and prepares nomination
details.

The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and IUCN
evaluate the nominated property.

The Committee meets annually to decide which sites to add to the World
Heritage List, based on advisory recommendations and criteria fulfillment.



Indian Army Inducts
Robotic Mules






3 * The Indian Army has inducted

—— 100 robotic mules (Multi-Utility
‘ Legged Equipment) in forward
: areas.

 About

* The four-legged robotic mules
have a sleek design and are
equipped with thermal cameras
and other sensors, which
enable them to carry out
survelillance.



They can climb stairs, steep hills and other hurdles and can
operate in extreme temperatures, ranging from -40 to +55 degrees
Celsius and carry a payload of 15kg.

They can also be integrated with small arms, and can engage with
an enemy without putting a human life at risk, if needed.




Word of the day

Patently:

unmistakably

Synonyms: obviously, plainly, apparently,
manifestly, evidently

Usa g€ His claims were patently false.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/patentlypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pertantli/
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