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in Kerala

UNMATCHED RANGE
British actor Maggie
Smith passes away
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A journey across
the Palk Strait
Dernandforlheferry

service has

since its return in Aug.
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a rain-hit day
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to Palestine

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbar Sharif strongly

~EW DELI

for India to 3¢ up the so-called
“runachal Pradesk’ in

SC raps air quality panel over
failure to curb Delhi’s pollution

Court accuses Commission of non-col

pollution:

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on  Friday ques-
that its directions only

by Justice Augustine Ge-
oree Masih on the Bench,

O patiation hearings are
gathering steam in the top
with sightings of
saubblehulnlng reported
in the areas neighbouring
DelhA slong with the ap-
proaching season.

specific p:
the Commission for Air

Burning isswe: SC had last year directed governments (o ensure

National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas Act,
2021, which provide teeth
to the CAQM

~There has been total
non-compliance of the Act.

e show us a single di-
rection issued to any stake-
holder under the Act... We
are of the view that

steps, it needs to be more
active. The Commission

“Marked difference’
The CAQM, represented by
Solict

al Alshwarya Shat

d that the intérven-
tions of the Commission
have made a marked diffe-
rence to pollution caused
by stubble-b; CAQM

ce with the Exw, savs its actions must translate into actual reduction of
“AQM says it has taken steps to address stubble-burning : SC asks panel to file a status report by October 3

the lives and health of
people.

Improving trend
At that tme, the CAQM

rson Rajesh Verma,

who was present via video

conference, said that
mmission

CAQM to file a status report
by the next hearing on Oc-
tober 3.

©On September 24, the
gours had sought a report

ersll air qualicy fn Delhi-

NCR has witnessed an im-

proving trend since the In-

l:ep(lon the
ission™.

“The key parameters for

datty average aix qualicy for
Delhi for the

2023 as compamd e

CHENNAL
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.X. Stalin on Friday
called on Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Del-
hi and submitted a memo-
mands

from CAQM on incidents of  corresponding randum of three de:
stubble burning andaction  from 2018 to 3022 (baring | - approval for 50:50 equi.
taken against the violators.  the periods of very low an. | ¢y by the Union and Tamil
the Su- Nadu in the

preme Court had directed  and activities of Chen-
during the COVID-affected mnal Metro Rail Phase-11, re-

year 2020, owing to, com-
th

e re-

Porthad said,

STAYING THE COURSE
s

lease of funds under Sama-
gra shiksha, and securing
traditional  fishing
rights of Indian fishermen.
The Metro Rail project

“Chinese’ territory” » PAGE 3 ‘Quality Management in the the C has taken or Gener- diate measure to protect » PAGH has slowed owing to con-
straints faced under the
Fiscal
Budget Management Act,
Extended range Brisk business Loka talin said, adding
e ] i i 3 8,000 crore.
rockets omn kndian mked to €8,000 crore.
Army wish list police register | i f. 50

NEW DEL
Building on the lessans from
the Ukraine war and the
offensive by tsrael in Gaza, the
indian Army is exploring the
acquisition of extended range

JERUSALEM
Isracli Prime Minister Bergamin
et

vowed to keep
striking Hezbollah and fight
On Friday that defied e tor

ceasefires in Lebanon and
Gaza. » PAGE 12

Mo dibarramsan Shipplng Compiemys Afves, ofs of the largeit comtaines iy n the w

Friday. The

vorld, berthed 3t
2 beehive of activity in the past month. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the Vizhinjam International Seaport in

FIR against
Karnataka CM

MYSURU

of various stages was being
delayed by near)y a year
tion date

Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)
u: principal
debt of 33,593 crore and a

o g a
court’s directive, the Lo-
kayukra police here on Fri-
day registered an

debt of 217,434
crore.
Without a correspond
ing equity canerfbutlon. an
equi-

against taka Chief Mi-

Pister Siddaramaiah, his

wife, and two others over
ties

ty ratio wuu.ld mahe CMRL
unsustainable. If the pro-
Ject received funding as re-

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 3

v thie Briilic
Investment Board,
would get 10,814.8 feore
in equity. However, this be-
ing a State-sector project,
othis equlty infusion by
the

Stalin meets Modi,
seeks more funds

eaching owt: Chicf Minister M.K._ Stalin greets Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the latter's office in New Delhi on Friday. s

by both governments is,
therefore, necessary.”
Stalin said.

not released
The Project Approval
Board for Samagra Shiksha

had approved an outlay of
24.305.66 crore for 2024-
25, with a commitred labil-
ity of €3,585.99 crore, for
Tamil Nadu. Of this, the
Centre’s  60%  share
amounted to  ¥2,151.59
crore, Mr. Stal

pite the proposal for lhe re-
lease of the first instalm.
5% having been sent on
April 30 by the State Pro-
Directorate,

Rising India (PM SHRD and

Education Policy (NEP),
2020, m their entirety. Ta-
mil Nadu's concern regard-
ing NEP mainly related to
the three-language formula
put forth in clause 412 of
the pol ‘Histor-

glish) to protect the State's
ral identity and to en-
ol proficiency
in giobal La i
Mr. Stalin also called on
m chairperson of the

Zlone i not possible as it l"ar!)‘ Sonia Gandhi, on
will affect the company’s  Friday. DMK MPs T.R. Baa-
u an were

Equal equity participation

present at the meeting.

Jagan cancels Tirumala visit
amid tension over laddu row

TIRUMALA
¥or An, radesh
Chief Minister Y.S. jagan

Re cancelled

"Following the decision,
the tension that had built
T

£d. helping the Tirumala

¥S. Jagan Mohan Reddy

Tirupati
CITD) administration and
the district police heave a
sigh of relief.

“False narratives®
d the

ment for the alleged sins
committed by Chief Minis-
o

ratives
mal fat was used In its
preparation™.
Prohibitory orders

The Tirupati town, the
threshold to the hill town,

was gripped In tension as

to oppose his visic and de-
manded that he sign 1

mandatory ety

Act were promulgated in
the town.

a press con-
ference near Vijayawada
later, Mr. Reddy said there
were no buyers for Mr. Nai-
du's repeated allegations
that adulterated ghee was
taked tiy ohis preparafin of
1addu prasadam at

I ehte Do vk wup up the
faith declaration issue, he
sasd.

One shot dead, five arrested as T.N. police nab
gang involved in three ATM burglaries in Kerala

NAMAKEAL/KOCHE

A 40year-old dﬂvet of a
five-member gang alleged-
1y nvoived In theee ATM

gang  members
‘were arrested after a chase.
All the accused hall from

According to the police,
an armed gang broke into
the ATM kiosks of a nation-
alised bank in quick suc-
cesston in Thrissur, Kerala,
in the ea.vl) hours of Fri-
day. infamous
lnr \:si

cash in a car and headed

towards Tamil Nadu in a

concealed in the truck.
The Kerala Police then
alerted the Tamil Nadu Pol-
the truck.

at the crime scene, we had
2 hunch that the ‘gas cutter

Crime trail: Forensic experts gather evidence from a truck used by
the gang, in Namaikial district of Tamil Madu. £ LAV RARKYA

gang”, infamous for similar

of using containers. which
they had followed in Kan-

nur as well. We issued

ysical se-
curity but were fited with
alar;

‘ms, which worked effi-
ciently and issued alerts
because of which we could
respond within just half an
hour,” said Mr. flango.

The Namakkal police
conducting vehicle checks
at Komarapalayam tried to
stop one such truck, when
the vehicle began speed-
ing. The police personnel
gave a chase, stopping traf-

fic en route. They
%o stop the vehicle bus the
gang attacked the police by
throwing stones and tried
to flee.
In the attack, inspector
Thavamani and a sub-in-
spector sustained injuries.
The police, in retaliation,
opened fire, in which the
truck driver, Juman, was
i

The police found the car
n the truck and arrested

gang members —

irfan, L. Sabir Khan, S.
Shoukeen, 8. Mubarik
Add. and’ A. Mohammed
igram. Bundles of cash
were recovered from the
car and the total amount
could

take place once legal for-
malities were completed.




SC raps air quality panel over
failure to curb Delhi’s pollution

Court accuses Commission of non-compliance with the law, says its actions must translate into actual reduction of

pollution; CAQM says it has taken steps to address stubble-burning ; SC asks panel to file a status report by October 3

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday ques-
tioned the effec-

tiveness of the Commission
for Air Quality Manage-
ment’s (CAQM) interven-
tions to curb pollution, say-
ing that its directions only
have a temporary impact
on violators.

“Like pollution, your di-
rections are in the air,” Jus-
tice A.S. Oka, accompanied
by Justice Augustine Ge-
orge Masih on the Bench,
orally observed.

Pollution hearings are
gathering steam in the top
court, with sightings of
stubble-burning reported
in the areas neighbouring
Delhi, along with the ap-
proaching winter season.

The court referred to
specific provisions under
the Commission for Air
Quality Management in the

Pl B ot o

Burning issue: SC had last year directed governments to ensure

T e N
- . .

stubble-burning was stopped immediately.

National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas Act,
2021, which provide teeth
to the CAQM.

“There has been total
non-compliance of the Act.
Please show us a single di-
rection issued to any stake-
holder under the Act... We
are of the view that though
the Commission has taken

steps, it needs to be more
active. The Commission
must ensure that its efforts
and directions issued ac-
tually translate into reduc-
ing the problem of pollu-
tion,” the Bench observed.

‘Marked difference’
The CAQM, represented by
Additional Solicitor Gener-

al Aishwarya Bhati, res-
ponded that the interven-
tions of the Commission
have made a marked diffe-
rence to pollution caused
by stubble-burning. CAQM
chairperson Rajesh Verma,
who was present via video
conference, said that the
Commission has been
holding meetings with sta-
keholders and States.

The court directed the
CAQM to file a status report
by the next hearing on Oc-
tober 3.

On September 24, the
court had sought a report
from CAQM on incidents of
stubble-burning and action
taken against the violators.

Last November, the Su-
preme Court had directed
the State governments of
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Delhi to ensure that stub-
ble-burning was “forth-
with” stopped as an imme-
diate measure to protect

the lives and health of
people.

Improving trend

At that time, the CAQM
submitted a report in the
court claiming that the “ov-
erall air quality in Delhi-
NCR has witnessed an im-
proving trend since the in-
ception of the
Commission”.

“The key parameters for
daily average air quality for
Delhi for the period bet-
ween January-September,
2023 have been the best in
2023 as compared to the
corresponding  periods
from 2018 to 2022 (barring
the periods of very low an-
thropogenic, industrial
and commercial activities
during the COVID-affected
year 2020, owing to com-
plete lockdowns),” the re-
port had said.

STAYING THE COURSE
» PAGE 6




e SC Raps Air Quality Panel

* The Supreme Court criticized the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) for
not effectively curbing Delhi's pollution, saying its measures have only a temporary
effect.

» IWH HIE & el I JqUoT AT W JAE T & U o W@ & AT Iy
WWW(CAQM)@W@WW%WWW
FEARN THG STeld 2




* Temporary Impact

* The court remarked that CAQM's directions, like pollution, are "in the
air," meaning they are not followed thoroughly.

« 31CTeld o feoquft T foh caaM & faAger & "gar A" g, foae
HY g foh Ioterr g g drelel sigh fohdm ST T@T §




* Non-compliance of Law

* Justice Oka mentioned the non-
compliance of laws related to
pollution control, particularly in the
case of stubble-burning in
neighboring states.

+ SIIIHT 3T o 99 &7 4
T Ul # el STelley &
ATHAC, #H YguUT =0T & Fafd
Pl & IfeTdTelel o Bl I STcT

FET|




* Status Report Requested

* The Supreme Court has asked
CAQM to submit a status report on O
its actions to curb stubble-burning

by October 3.

+ WA FIC F CAQM T 3 IHFER
Wmmﬁwmmﬁras

foT 33T ?UWTCIT
RAE g&da s A &g B .




 About Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM):

« The CAQM is a statutory body established under
the Commission for Air Quality Management in National
Capital Region (NCR) and Adjoining Areas, Act 2021.

e Mandate: Better coordination, research, identification, and
resolution of problems surrounding the air quality
Index and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.



* |t undertakes action for the prevention
and control of Air pollution in Delhi-
NCR & Adjoining Areas which impacts
the air quality of the National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi.

« The Commission Is required
to coordinate its actions on monitoring
of air quality with the government of
Delhi and the adjoining states, which
Includes Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,

and Uttar Pradesh. . |



e Powers:

Restricting activities influencing air quality.

Investigating and conducting research related to environmental
pollution impacting air quality, preparing codes and guidelines to
prevent and control air pollution,

Issuing directions on matters including inspections, or
regulations, which will be binding on the concerned person or
authority.

All the directions and orders by the Commission are of binding
nature, and any person, officer, or authority shall be bound to comply
with the same.

The commission is directly accountable to the parliament.



« Composition:

Chairperson: To be chaired by a government official of the rank of Secretary or
Chief Secretary. He will hold the post for three years or until s/he attains the age of
70 years.

It will also have five ex officio members who are either Chief Secretaries or
Secretaries in charge of the department dealing with environment protection in
the States of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.

Three full time technical members.
Three members from non-government organisations.

Technical members from Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), Indian Space
Research Organisation, and NITI Aayog


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mOwhmREr1Iyqe7q6kg89Xuzdjbm8pBosgPdb5z2fhg0/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Keralareports | BC asks Maharashtra why it Csmgresgl reprirrtlands b e P

case of M 3 a ster wife i tere&

caseofMpox | (lid mot follow transfer order | S epMnlate“, e [
Chlef’secrel:lrv D(_.P rebuked for f;uh 10 ©  with directive: the poll body had asked State

O fontor = had served in their current posting for over three years SR BB s,

The Kerala Health Depart-
ment has reported second

rlier wich

uat

tonary measure:

g o nis Tamily afier
noticing

tional Institute of Virology
lab in Alappuzha con-
firmed the

sioner of Police, ahead of
the Assembly election. It
has also. tan explana-
tlon from the Chief Secre-
tary and DG!

The
condition of the patient re-
mained stable, according
o aus!

The Health department
sasd that lsolation aciNiis
have been arranged in
eriets i orale sl dls—

se surveillance has been
strengthened ar alrports
for

ficers are already
ferred,” an official told The
H‘ndu,

trans-

mna 2 lettor dated ;u!y 3,
di-

of Mpox in the State. Test-
ing facilities have been ar-
ranged in five State labs.
Mpox spreads through
very close contact or inte-
raction wi nts, skin-
to-skin contact and sexual

the
Fected the Chiof Secrmry
and the Director-General

for the delay in submitting

the compliance reports.
expr its “dis-

satisfaction” owver the in-

The Congress: central lea-
dership

conveniences faced by vo- | ve: Il have to man-
ters at polling stations in | datorily  display  their
at during the Lok | names and reveal their
Sabha election. Top offi- | idencity, no
clals were o im- is 1o
prove voter acilities Jfor the party’s poli-
mbly ele . cles and id. les.

re\'lew meeting, the hC ess leader K.C. Ve-
stressed the need to ensure | nugopal had a

all polling stations p e | with State’s Public

water, and

‘Remove DGP”
The delegation also met | jun Kharge
with of all | the O

tya Singh, to convey the
displeasure expressed by
party president Mallikar-
and

major political parties to

not be moved veen Wednesday, the seek their input for the
Tonue districts within the  Chief Electoral Ofcer o€  cloction The BP b d
same holding elections on a res-
such as Mumbai. This letter from the .\Mnonal ular working day, while the
means that instead of DGP, nly par- the

ing ers from cial compliance with ' the moval’ of DGP i
AMumbal city to the sub- mmission’s instructions.  Shukla, who Is on exten-

relocation of officials who

districts or current

s he EC, however, in a let-
ter to the Chief Secret.
on Fri no re-

port had yet been received

of all officers along  from him.
with ce sta- The Commission furth-
tion-level officers, could be  er directed that the origi-
relocated out of Mumbai. instructions outlined in
However, it is antucipated  its July 31 letter be imme-
that the State diately 1

had served in their home
posting

for over three years.

report
was to be submitted by Au-

may seek an exemption for
some of the senior officers.
“Transferring  sewveral

has also asked both the
Chief Secretary and the
DGP to explain the reasons

The Congre:
for the transfer of cos
bles and senior oﬁ‘:cers.
who have bee: e
the same police stations for
extended periods.

“The EC must sack Ms.
Shukla to ensure that the
Slaction are held fn'a falr

Stace chief Nana Paole
i

Singh

e s i g, T Aot
We cannot create hatred,”

meeting.
Facing flak owver Mr.
Singh’s announcement re-
garding the mandatory dis-
Play of mames by street

ndors. the Himachal Pra-
Gesh government was
forced to clarify on Thurs-
that no such

Acting on a direction from
2 special court in Bengalu-
ru. the Lokayukta police
here on Friday registered

an FIR against Karnat:
Chief Minister Siddara-

Authority (MUDA).
The FIR has named M.
siddaramaiah
oi1 s wine Parvathi B.3-
Sidda-

who soid the plot of land to

had been taken_
The clarification came

party after th
Gandhi's of C in
fighting hate with love, and e matan with e ATl
asked him to stick to the  dia Congress Committee’s
party ideclogy. Mr. Himachal Pradesh in-
had been  charge Rajiv Shukla speak-
!anuo(edby e adin: ing to both Mr. Singh and
his boss, Chief Minister
“Cannot create hai 2 T B L
“I strongly conveyed the ©On  Wednesday., Mr.
sentimen!

of the Congress
parey. No Minister o party

ing the politics of and
affection against hatred.
Mallikarjun Khargef is also

king about love and af-

sSingh  had sald that it
would be for

Mz Mallikars as
accused no. 4.
The courcs directions to

register an FIR against the
Chief Minister and others

sanci
for an (rrvest:

street vendors, especially
those selling food items, to
display their identity cards
at each of the shops. He
had quoted the example of
Yogi Adityanath-led Ut-
m Pradesh government.

rguing that he would “le-
gally’ fght © titical
case filed 23

U.K. PM Starmer backs permanent
seat in UN Security Council for India

LONDON

British Prime Minister

During his
UN General Assembly (UN-
GA) on Thursday, Mr.
Starmer called for reforms
to ensure the global multi-
lateral system is “more re-
presentative and more res-
Besi

ponsive™
Permanecnt represencation

Keir Starmer

for lndu Africa, Brazil, Ja-
the U.K.

3

“So we will make the
case not just for fairer out-
comes, but fairer represen-
tation In how we reach
them; and this also applies
to the Security Council. It
has to e a

par.
Iysed by politics. We want
to see permanent African
the

Fimo Miade a pltch Tor more
seats for elected members
of the Security Council.

“We need to make the
system more representa-
tive and more 1

on
Council, Brazil, India, Ja-
pan and Germany as per-
manent members, and
more seats for elected

members as well.” he said_

The Party lead-

er, making his first UNGA
address as U.K. Prime M-
nister, :lso e oun
change ritain’s ap-
proach. fie said: ~To sup-
port this we will

nuel Macron also backed
india’s bid for permanent
membership In the UNSC
to make the UN more effi-
cient and representative.

At UN meet, Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif likens Kashmir to Palestine

UNITED NATIONS.

Pakistan Prime Ainister

ry for their freedom and
right to self determina-
tion,” he said, accusing In-
dia of reneging on its com-

(UNSC)  resolu-

Council
tions.

Mr. Sharif accused
of extrajudicial

United  Nations  Security

n S
“In a classic setder colo-

nial project, India is sefzing
Kashmiri lands and pro-
perties and settling outsid-
ers into occupled Jammea

design to transform the
m majority into a mi-
nority.” he said_

bilities

ighted the
expansion in India’s mili-
tary capabilities and said

Mr. Sharif

most decistvely to any In-
dian aggression,” he sasd,

1slamo-

he termed the u su-

X le normal practice for

India’s had
“threatened to cross the

terms
that Pakistan will respond

0 T i sacand Rk

its “right of reply”.

Naming Arunachal peak
after the sixth Dalai Lama
‘illegal, null and void: China

NEW DELHI

Reacting to the naming of a

NIMAS team on the
September 21 SPECIAL ARPANGEVENT

of an,
venture Sports (NIMAS).
By naming this peak after

“Tsangyang Gyatso Peak oo

fllegal, and null and vold
r India to set up the so-

NIMAS has informed the

Tourism can foster
global peace, boost
development: V-P

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELMI

Seeking a collective com-
mitment to el Ind

3 Dhas on Fri-
encouraged forma-
tion of task forces to eval-

cultural exchange. “Tou-
rism

‘Bangladeshi infiloration’ is
changing demography of a
Jharkhand region: ST panel

ace. The entire world
ere is a pain for all*

Change In J&K
Mr. Dhankhar also shared a

Abhinay L
NEW DELHI

In a report submitted to

(,N(.s‘r) has asserted that

on the
transformation in Jammu
and Kashmir's tourism

landscape. “When 1 visited
as part of the

of world Tourism Day
here. Noting that India is
now a favourite global tou-
rism destination,

e sasd:
“From the land ol‘iplrll'ual-
ny. nuhunlh 5,000

is taking place in Jhark-

raphy of the region has

day.

visited Kashmir as tourists

last year” The Union go-
also

os, edits can experience

S
YiBages as best wourism vi-

lages on the oc

The = were select-
ed for agri-tourism, com-
munity-based tourism, ad-

due
to this reason, officials of
Asha Lakra, member,
NCST. who led the =
that Guthored che re
told Hénds that thetr
prnbe “confirmed that in-
filtration is taking place”
and has documented pur-

Morcha (JMAM) president
and Chief Minister Hemant

The Home Ministry had
submitted before the fhark-
d High Court on Sep-
tember 11 that infiltration
had taken place in the re-
that the tribal

other reasons needs also
Isic] to be assessed.~
Ms. Lakra, who is also
co-incharge of the BJP in
has been

les,
Friday wrote to State Chiel
Secretary and Director-

General of Police, seeking
prosecution of BJP leaders,
the Prime Minis-

ad
since 1921 B

sxd
mm of decresse i ribal

migration, low chd—hlnh
rate among onver-
sion to umsuanny and

bute to his “tmeless wis-  Indian ng that tou- ventwre tourism, and | islargely based on anecdo-
dom and his profund con- Foundation about the a5~ rism. as an engine of eco- beriage and craftwurism. | cal material gathered flom gl and

a long gla- to the Monpa cent and the decision to | momic  growth. held - with “nesgh-
cler, the team has immor.  community and beynnd. name the peak. the o aroen inftia, | boue: mem-
call the fence . | drive India towards be- tives p signing of | bers,and \1Ilagm's & the Ministry had n.
by nsmlng the peak e Res; 0 3 ques  ~The coming a nation of  under- This cor theon-  thetwo. it had
gvang Gyal Peak In ho-  tion at a press conference,  fol the peak are | by 2047. The Vh 3 (MoUs) going pnllﬁ(s over e
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Godda, and Jamtara.




Naming Arunachal peak
after the sixth Dalai Lama
‘illegal, null and void’: China

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Reacting to the naming of a
mountain peak in Aruna-
chal Pradesh by a mountai-
neering team after the
sixth Dalai Lama, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry said
it was “illegal, and null and
void for India to set up the
so-called ‘Arunachal Pra-
desh’ in Chinese territory.”
On Wednesday, the de-
fence spokesperson in Gu-
wahati announced the suc-
cessful summit of a
previously unnamed and
unclimbed mountain peak
located at 20,942 feet in
Gorichen range of Aruna-
chal Pradesh Himalayas on
the Tawang-West Kameng
region. “After overcoming
immense challenges in-
cluding sheer ice walls,
treacherous crevasses, and
a two-kilometre-long gla-
cier, the team has immor-
talised the momentous feat
by naming the peak Tsan-
gyang Gyatso Peak in ho-
nour of His Holiness the
6th Dalai Lama Rigzen
Tsangyang Gyatso,” the
spokesperson said.

eIV

The accomplishment
was achieved by a team
from the National Institute
of Mountaineering and Ad-
venture Sports (NIMAS).
By naming this peak after
him, NIMAS aims to pay tri-
bute to his “timeless wis-
dom and his profound con-
tributions to the Monpa
community and beyond,”
the spokesperson said.

Responding to a ques-
tion at a press conference,
the Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Lin Jian
said, “The area of Zangnan
is Chinese territory, and it’s

B N

On a high: The NIMAS team on the ‘Tsangyang Gyatso Peak’ on
September 21. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

illegal, and null and void
for India to set up the so-
called ‘Arunachal Pradesh’
in Chinese territory. Chi-
na’s position on this issue
is consistent and clear.”

NIMAS has informed the
Indian Mountaineering
Foundation about the as-
cent and the decision to
name the peak, the de-
fence spokesperson said,
“The necessary formalities
for naming the peak are
being completed to ensure
that ‘Tsangyang Gyatso
Peak’ is recognised on the
official map.”



 Naming of Arunachal Peak After Sixth Dalai Lama

* India named a mountain peak in Arunachal Pradesh after the 6th
Dalai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso, at an altitude of 20,942 feet.

« HRA & 31FUTAS YA H Teh gdd AT &l ATH TS Golls
gal cHITIT IATCHT o o6 9T I@T, WWZOQMW




* NIMAS Team Achievement

* The National Institute of Mountaineering and Adventure Sports
(NIMAS) successfully scaled the previously unnamed peak in the

Gorichen range.
» TS TAdRIEYT AR AEAS Wel HEAW (NIMAS) & Tgol &
Emﬂﬁﬁ%mﬁa&«dqumw
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 Tribute to Dalai Lama

* The peak was named in tribute to the Dalai Lama’s wisdom and contributions to the
Monpa community.

- H I AT ATH Al AT Y JEfOAT IR AU AT H 37 APEH &
HFAT H I@T IR &




1.China’s Reaction

1. The Chinese Foreign Ministry condemned the naming, calling it "illegal, null and
void," stating that the area is part of China.

2. Tt TaGer HATOI o 58 AHKIOT HT folar &, sd "31ay, g AR ="
PR & §U el o Jg & I a1 feear

2.India’s Stand

1. India continues to maintain its stance, and the Indian Mountaineering Foundation is
completing formalities for the peak's recognition on official maps.

2. AR 3(9eir REUfd W A §, IR ARAT J9dRIgUT B3 AR
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Major Mountains and th¢

Mountain name Peak

Kangto # 7,089 metres (23,258 ft)

Nyegyi Kansang # | 7,047 metres (23,120 ft

Chumo # 6,890 metres (22,600 ft

Tapka Shiri # ** | 6,565 metres (21,539 ft

)
)
)
)
)
)

Gori Chen 6,530 metres (21,420 ft
Shalundi 4,810 metres (15,780 ft
Dapha Bum 4,578 metres (15,020 ft
Komdi 4,185 metres (13,730 ft)
Vorjing 3,991 metres (13,094 ft)

Ladu 3,041 metres (9,977 ft)
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Textile sector to create 6 cr.
jobs bv 2030. says Minister

Union Minister of Textiles G:

6 crore jobs across

on 100 days” of his.
Ainistry, he said the push for silk production will
provide employment to farmers. Projects such as
the Eri s Pr

oject

in Gujarat will be expanded across the country.
said

He Mega

Textile and Apparel (PM-MITRA) parks,
with an investment of €70,000 crore, is expected
to create 21 lakh jobs.

Passengers suffer injuries

Passengers suffer injuries as
stones thrown at train in Bihar

A few passengers suffered minor injuries when
stones were thrown at the Swatantrata Senant

Jainagar to Delhi. The incident caused panic
among passengers. The window panes of the
pantry car and two coaches next to it were

the Samas:

Around 9.30 p.m. when the train was
station. were

stones

thrown at it Following the Incident. the train was
delayed for 45 minutes. The State Railway Police
took a person in custody, who was found to be

-, upon

Long-range rockets, futuristic
ammunition on Army wish list

Taking lessons from Ukraine war. it is looki

at extending the range of Pinaka rockets: it wants

to diversify its vendor base, espedially for 155 mm artillery shells, to build resilient supply chains

NEW DELHI
uilding on the les-

sons from the Uk-
raine war and the

amumn
senlor officer said_

The Pinaka rocket launch oyl N B e Doy it
Poewe Delhi SHI KUMAR PUSHPARA

- 2

Pinaka
S bl ror bk Tt
system is being widely ex-
ploited and their ability is
second to none, Lt. Gen.
Adosh Kumar, Director-
Genes: ent of
Artillery. said speaking to
ahead of the Re-
g(ments . 158th ratsing day
on Saturday _
“We are looking at ex-
tending range of the Pina-
ka rockets and lot of work

approved procurement of
the Pralay tactical ballistic
missiles with a_range of

400 km and Nirbhay sub-

sonic e s with a
range of 1,000 km, both of
which_will give ‘a_long

battlefield comes in, the of-
ficer noted.

~Triaks are currently on for
gulded extended range Fi-
naka rockess. tude

for Nirbhay are on and in
April it was tested with an

s whehe its efficacy in the

means their pxecman wall
autom:

'AS reporied earler, the
guided ER rockets will take
the range of Pinaka to 75
km and bevond. The HI-
MARS (high-mobility artil-

lery rocket system), which
the U_S. has supplied to Uk-
raine, and similar systems
also use guided rockets, of-
ficials observed.
For artillery guns, the
Army has already drawn a
road map to convert all its
guns to 155 mm standar-
d.Another ammunition is

which will increase the
range by 1. 3
The trials are over, and

tion (ADM) system which
can be antitank and anti
personnel is also under
development.

The trials of one of the
types are over and the con-
tract Is expected to be
signed this fiscal, while for
other types. the work s on
and the DRDO has identi-
fied production partners,
the officer said

The ADM rocket system
was successfully flight-test-

will be short and swift, Lt.
Gen. Kumar said.

Class 2 boy killed in
U.P. as sacrifice for
‘school’s prosperity”’

NEW DELHE

A Class 2 sudent was killed
ged “sa-

staved in the hostel

was

by the owners of a school
in Hathras district of Uttar
Pradesh to make it more

prosperous”. the police
said on Friday.

The police said the inci-
dent took place at the D.L.
Public School in Rasgwan
iliage.

Jasodhan
slngh. ‘who believed in tan-
ik o

director, to sacrifice a child
for the “prosperity- of the
and his family.

e Jasodhan had taken
a loan to start the residen-
tial school, but it only had a
few students. This led him
to take the step, the police

Besides the owner and

red.

‘According to the police,
the post-mortem report of
the child, identified as Kri-

tarth, revealed that he had
been strangled.

Hathras Additional Su-
perintendent of Police Ash-
ok Kumar Singh said that

stu.

uded
the sacrifice but the stu-
dent woke up and began
crying, the officer said, ad-

and _ principal
Singh were guarding the
place,” he said.

school hold an inquiry.
She said the school ran
without permission for

hostel was functioning ille-
gany

of Child
Devendra Sharma called &t
2 heinous incident and as-
sured that be
eaken in the matter.

-adesh
Comumtssion for. l”l’olecﬂnn
Rights

BrahMos
Aerospace to
have job quota
for Agniveers

NEW DELHI

in what is among the few
firm by a com-

BRICS significant for
multipolarity, global
diversity: Jaishankar

Sriram Lakshman
NEW YORK

External Affairs Minister S.

BRICS

pam:
Priv:

e Lad.

Dot vl s Sir

Agniveers in the organisa-
K announced reserva-

tion for recruitment of Ag-

niveers for at least 15% of

its work centres. "l’here is
509 reservation f va-

st func

work centres, where it has

outsourced such tasks.

soldiers coming

out of Agnipath scheme

are well-trained, qualified,
and

polar
world. The meeting took
place on t

and swengthening deve-
ment, the Minister

ty all
cording to Mr. Jais|

B om semion of the Un

ited Nations General As-

sembly (UNGA).
Sinderiiied NS

Asked earlier this week at
the Asia Society Policy In-
stitute (ASPI) about what

cance
and Elobal dlverslry. Mr.
Jaishankar Social
Thedia site X

Range of topics
The originally com-
prising Brazil, Russia, In-
dia,

this year to include Egypt.

fran. and the
s

and

UAE. T]
w:

nga the Quad
and also BRICS and the
SCO (Shanghal C© ra-

oope:
tion Organisation), Mr.
Jaishankar said e of

these groupings represent-
sda d.lﬂe-renl aspect of In-

'llhmkear_honebadl[»
ferent facet ... of our inter-
ests and our activities,” he
said. The BRICS group was
made in the context of non-

s 0F
recrusted in BAPL, in their

as by
Forelgn Minister Mauro

feeling
they were not getting a fair

EY affiliate released dues only after

outrage:

MUMEAT

tan Perayil. 26-year-
oid e-based employee
of EY niem r firm S|

who died of a hear( amck.
has said the company did
not release the full o
nal settlement of her
daughter for

e
The company had told
department that Ann:

ita Augustine told The Hin-
du from L

Ms. Anita said her
daughter's offer letter stat-

Recently, Maharastra's Labour
the

muneration for extra work.

mother of deceased staffer

but a provi-
saonrorzhedemofan

things. She said Anna was
©

had chil-
dren, their educatior
be supported. Also, if the
employee has spouse. th

company will help in pro-
i

£¥ affliate office in Pune.

drawn CTC (cost to compa-
ny)”. but the family re-
ceived the amount follow-
ing the media glare and

had
told The Hindu that “SREC
had deposited 2258.5 lakh to
Anna‘’s account for the em-
ployment for the period

do not have access to her
laptop now. But her phone
has these conversation de-
tails,” she said_

are the death cond.loon e
nefits. These two condi-

Ms Anita said that Anna

ked every weekend,

Ind that she logsed o
her Izplop on weekends as

“She had come to Ko-

chl (wﬁe. Both times, she

flew In on Sxmrdny morn-

‘Rust, weak
structure led
to collapse of
Shivaji statue’

MUMBAL

Internal corrosion, rusting,

The 16-page report was

submitted to the State go-

vernment a few days ago.
“The committee has

the
tenance;” an official told
Hindu. The committee

ac several factors
during its visit to the
location
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Iif people pray to fulfil a desire, it may be called the be-
ginning stage or the first step of devotion. The ultimate
goal of prayer should be to leave everything at His feet as

He knows better.
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Long-range rockets, futuristic
ammunition on Army wish list

Taking lessons from Ukraine war, it is looking at extending the range of Pinaka rockets; it wants

to diversify its vendor base, especially for 155 mm artillery shells, to build resilient supply chains

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

uilding on the les-
B sons from the Uk-
raine war and the

offensive by Israel in Gaza,
the Indian Army is going
for extended range rock-
ets, which have proven to
be decisive, and indigenis-
ing and diversifying the
vendor base, especially for
155mm artillery shells, to
build resilient supply
chains. It is also going for
futuristic ammunition, a
senior officer said.

The indigenous Pinaka
multi-barrel rocket launch
system is being widely ex-
ploited and their ability is
second to none, Lt. Gen.
Adosh Kumar, Director-
General of the Regiment of
Artillery, said speaking to
the media ahead of the Re-
giment’s 198th raising day
on Saturday .

“We are looking at ex-
tending range of the Pina-
ka rockets and lot of work
is going on, first to double
and then to almost [make
it] four times the present
range. The Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation is confident
of achieving it.”

Last year, the Defence

The Pinaka rocket launch system during the Republic Day parade in

New Delhi. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Acquisition Council (DAC)
approved procurement of
the Pralay tactical ballistic
missiles with a range of
400 km and Nirbhay sub-
sonic cruise missiles with a
range of 1,000 km, both of
which will give a long-
range strike option to the
Indian military.

The development trials
of Pralay are almost over,
the officer said. The trials
for Nirbhay are on and in
April it was tested with an
indigenous engine. It is ex-
pected to be given to the
Army for trials next year.

The other aspect is that
the Pinaka can fire a varie-
ty of ammunition and that
is where its efficacy in the

battlefield comes in, the of-
ficer noted.

Trials on

“Trials are currently on for
guided extended range Pi-
naka rockets. High altitude
are already done, trials in
the plains are scheduled
next month. If the trials are
successful, we hope to con-
clude the deal soon and
that will double present
range of Pinaka. And they
are also guided which
means their precision will
automatically improve.”

As reported earlier, the
guided ER rockets will take
the range of Pinaka to 75
km and beyond. The HI-
MARS (high-mobility artil-

lery rocket system), which
the U.S. has supplied to Uk-
raine, and similar systems
also use guided rockets, of-
ficials observed.

For artillery guns, the
Army has already drawn a
road map to convert all its
guns to 155 mm standar-
d.Another ammunition is
the high explosive pre-frag-
mented rockets for Pinaka
which will increase the
range by 15%-20%.

The trials are over, and
the contract is expected to
be signed this fiscal, Lt.
Gen. Kumar noted.

The area denial muni-
tion (ADM) system which
can be anti-tank and anti-
personnel is also under
development.

The trials of one of the
types are over and the con-
tract is expected to be
signed this fiscal, while for
other types, the work is on
and the DRDO has identi-
fied production partners,
the officer said.

The ADM rocket system
was successfully flight-test-
ed by the DRDO and the
Army first in April 2022.

The war in Ukraine is in
its third year and has shat-
tered perception that wars
will be short and swift, Lt.
Gen. Kumar said.




* Indian Army's Expansion Plans

* The Indian Army is looking to extend the range of its Pinaka rockets,
learning lessons from the Ukraine war.
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 Diversifying Supply Chains

* The army is focusing on diversifying
its vendor base, especially for 155
mm artillery shells, to build resilient

supply chains.
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* Acquisition of Advanced Rockets and Ammunition

* The Defense Acquisition Council approved procurement of Pralay
tactical ballistic missiles and Nirbhay cruise missiles with long-range
capabilities.
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* Pinaka Rocket Development

* The development trials for extending the Pinaka rocket range are
ongoing, aiming to double and eventually quadruple the range.

. 0T

Jihe 351 FT gl folv fasrra odietor S

I g, 9aA

58 Ugdl Q[T 3R &6 & TR [T lel AT Alalell g



1.Futuristic AmMmunition

1. The Army is focusing on futuristic ammunition like guided extended-range rockets
and dual munition systems (ADM), which can target both tanks and aircraft.

2. QT 3ol Y o8 fo ARGRIA_f[eaiRa-{er e AR gy aer-aree
W(ADM)W%WWW@% S &t 3R AT a1t & AR

Gehcll g

2.Learning from Global Conflicts

1. The war in Ukraine has shown the importance of long-range, precise weapons, and
the Indian Army aims to implement these lessons.

2. Jghol ¥ o e gl o, Hh EAART & Hged & G fopam &, 3R
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 What is the Indian Army's key focus in its modernization plan, as
mentioned in the article?

ol & 3UR, AT QT Y ITYfART Aot A AT
ST fFE UT Sied 82

1.Upgrading infantry weapons

2.Extending the range of Pinaka rockets and acquiring futuristic
ammunition

3.Increasing the number of soldiers
4.Developing naval capabilities
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Aakash 2.0: 250 new
centres in the pipeline

IGST-LIKE MECHANISM LIKELY

After FY26, GST
cess may stay
in new avatar

PRASANTA SAHU
New Dethi, September 27

WITH MOST STATES not keen to let go of rev-
enues, the goods and services tax (GST)
compensation cess will likely be retained
beyond January 2026, by when the compen-

be fully repaid, sources sasd.
Howeves, the cess would be “re branded™
th

faciity in India at Chen-

EXCHANGES REVISE
TRANSACTION FEES

charges for cash and
derrvatives market
segment from October 1to
comply with the Sebi ruies,
reports Vivek Kumar M. NSE will
charge 23,503 each side per
crore of premiur valve in squity
options from October 1 MAace &

mate, roughty €20,000
crore pes month would
be collected through the

compensation cess
ina status-quo scenario
by February 2026. The
cess  receipts  were
212,068 crore for August 2024.

Currently, assorted tobacco items, pan
masala and acrated water are among the
products that attract the highest GSTrate of
28% and also

e cets S b eeryud
into the highest GST slab of 259 slab, as it
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‘Asian NATO' backer Ishiba

to become Japanese PM
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EPFO gets smarter, claims
settlement now 3090 faster

Boost from software
upgrade, hardware
being replenished too

PRIVANSH VERMA
New Delhi, Septemiser 27

TAXING TIME

Employ-
TPt S et i TS P

SOFTWARE FACELIFT

v sierT ey avfaren o =
EMPLOYEES PROVIDENT FUND ORGAMISATION
T et A OECE

52.1 million

total claims for final PF
settlement, transfer and
2

23

13.4 million

ofthe total claims or 25.8%
were rejected in 2022-23

37.7 million

= A clutch of 46 demerit a:
s e 285 Bracke
also attract cess

Also, the sources sid, since the merged

=t e ry s langest Rejection rates of EPF final
s The settiement in 2022-23, from or 72.4% of the total claims
i around 13% in 2017-18 were settled in 2022-23
Caused much the sub
= P ' ,and ichi jecti
= i = f claims_As per official data, the rejection
i x FE ey soon rates of EPF funal scttloment had surged
upgradation was completed x weeks ag0. The Centre for m:qpmm of Adva-  from around 13% in 201718 to nearly
“Dhuaris = a: n:dr th: min- 34%in 2022-23 It is now much lower.

months ago),”the official el ~The EFFO is

istry o tech.
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Household financial wealth soars

Gross financial assets
ofh

Gross financial assets

ma:
have hit a new high
at157.9% of GDP in

Aded Al hike by

exceed 409, the GST Act would need to be

FOREX VES
HIT RECORD, INCH
CLOSERTO $700 BN
INCHING CLOSERTO
$700 billion, India's for-
ex reserves jumped by
$2.838 bllion to 2 new
high of $692.296 b
yeskended September 20, from
new high of $689.458 bilion
the previous week, reports PTL.

DEBROY QUITS AS

Ajit Ranade, reports PTL M ALGE 2

KARNATAKAAIMS TO

CREATE 350,000 JOBS

UNDER GCC POLICY
KARNATAKA HAS LAU-
NCHED a draft global
capability centres
policy with the aim to

generate $50-billion economic

put and attract S00 new
GCCs by 2029, creating 350,000
= PTL mrace2

Buying health plan
here can help NRIs
It ensures direct claim
settiernents

merging cess with GST rate on these items

as the current provisions limit
the maximum GST rate at 40% (CGST and

tinuation of the cess is more likely to be tol-
erated by those who are wont to it

SGST2

Continued on Page 7

Ageing fleet and seats
hobble AI turnaround

& JAMIE FREED

ADITI SHAH
New Dethi/Sydney, 27

the plane as Air India looks o lure high-
cilers, added Wilson. Air India

ER Tata Group took control

TWO YEARS AFTI
of Air India, re-kitting an ageing fleet amid
parts shortages and persistent flight delays
stand in the wayof the ais-

Enec'sintont to become “a

ficet and just this month kicked off a $400-
million plan to refit ol
The carrier's rr;lrmurlng : after decades
of

172
QIFY2S, according e 157
to Nikhil Gupta,
134 {1253

at Motilal .
Oswal, ahead of the 118
152.9% seen in 100
Q&4FY21. At the same Fror QIFY2S

time, their financial
liabilities (debt) are
estimated to have
touched 42% of GDP
in Q1FY2S, marking
the highest level on
record. This implies
that their financial
net wealth increased
to an all-time high
of115.9% of GDP

in Q1FY2s e

w—HH GFA (% of GDF}

As such, the financial networth
rose to an all-time high in 1QFY25
- ENW (% of GOF)

el sharply

Debt of households
has seen a steep increase
— HH debt (% of GOP)

2
M

Fvo7 QaFvas

Gross financial assets of households
have increased faster post-Covid

= Pre-pandemic
® Post-pandemic percd#

Gross financial 112
aszets 17.1

periad®
(CAGR, =)

Steep US tariff hikes on EVs, batteries, solar cells kick in

India braces for China shock 2.0

27

cx Carepsers witson, manufactaress and lessors,
world class airline™ CEO, AR INDIA investors in Singa-
bt atasteapia s ~ pore Airlines, which i set to
husrting plans for most GLOBAL PARTS own 2 2596 stake in the cas-
SHORTAGES ARE HURTING  rierfrom N, rand has
ES AR agroed to invest an addi-  RAVIDUTTAMSHRA
ACUTE  the turnasound.

got in-
Slight entertainment systems, we're
operating with one arm tied behind

biggest at the premium endof

FOR AIR INDIA

OUR PRODUCT IS
OBVIOUSLY A LOT MORE

“Air India has 3 long way
to go before being closer to
i i for

ASTEEPHIKE in tariffs, -ndumnga 1009
duty on electric vehicles, by the US on
s dexa Ik Fricay,as the

which it needs

world" India and

Sirceaft; Singa

Independent aviation ana.

Iyst Brendan Sobic aid.
Rebuilding Air India’s

to poor
and risk of delays.

Continued on Page 10

a dozen other countries grapple with a

rapid influx of goods — dubbed China
Shock 2.0 — into global markets. The US
Eariff hikes also include a 509 duty on

solar cells and 259 an steel, alumimsm, EV
some mincsals.

of goods exports by
China is naot just driven by its ambition to

sectors such as solar equipment, electric

TAMING THE DRAGON

mUS imposes a

duty on EVs and

50%
duty on solar

cells on China
= 1

mindia and a dozen

of anti-subsidy
measures

mThey feara repeat
of the manufacturing
job losses that

occurred in the years

crossed $1¢ since China join:
2023-24 ite curbs WTO in the early
imposed by india 2000s

job losses that occurred in the

years since China joined the World Trade
VTO) int the earty 2000:

2024 alone, India impased over 30 —

BRANDS NOW OFFER REAL-TIME PERSONALISATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

When AI meets beauty, the wrinkles fade away

JOINING THE TECH BANDWAGON

S SHANTHI

Bengalury, September 27

wHEN Lisa-
ON IS the name of the game, 2

players in the beauty and pers
Care (BPC) space are leveraging the
advantages of artsficial intelligence
with a vengeance.

I consmmers love: .,

nt angles and the Al

8 it thatss to identity
o fhe Eh it oF gt

will identify skin types, acne, Eoogree

spots,  discolousation, deyness.
even skin, wrinkles and pores,and
e real-Eirme pocowent Aot

Purplle, for instance, uses an in-

=

and mCaffeine are
leveraging Al tools

house tech tool called The Purplie
St Anatyier wiictiTeverapia AL
powered imay to
Siyss sttt Rhin o tions 18
real time. Vivek Parihar, bead of

Purplle uses
in-house tech tool
The Purplle Ski
Analyser to analyse
skin conditions.

in real time

<

mNykaa lets users see L'Oreal |
Products via an adva
Cirual try-on tech called ModiFace

tions” Parihar explained.
irmitarty, 'O,

dumpinginvestigations against China, the
most against any country.
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more likely to purchase mascara,

a has
startup SUGAR Cosmetics

create a mor

Nykaa { b,

o The amount of data

-
efficient shopping experience

ity (AR) experience through an

helast
2-3 years is one of the primary rea-
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SLOE. s e the toam create a Mo interactive,  menitod skin, ctc Al tohinology 1e
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=k

Jasmin Gohil, chicf technology
y sy,

The process has led to scamless
. . ey

we e

bya
content  anM

$ip e ha 1l

Iike say, pe

per

financialexp.epankiny. @ @

ping

New Deihi

ple who have bought
SUGAR Ace of Face foundation are

Continued on Page 7

o 90 O



® SURPRISE OUTCOME PROMPTS A RALLY IN YEN

‘Asian NATO' backer Ishiba
to become new Japan PM

ALASTAIR GALE
& YUKI HAGIWARA
September 27

JAPAN'S RULING PARTY
picked ShigeruIshibaasits next
leader, positioning an advocate
of an “Asian NATO” to become
prime minister in a surprise
result thatjolted theyen.

Ishiba, a 67-year-old party
veteran who has served in sev-
eral senior roles including
defence minister, favours
ramping up security arrange-
ments in the region, an idea
that risks further inflaming
tensions with China.

“What do we mean by an
Asian NATO? The essence of
collective security becomes
obligatory,” he said during a
post-victory press conference.
“The right of collective self-
defence is, as the word indi-
cates,aright”

The Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) chose Ishiba over
Sanae Takaichi, whose signa-
ture policies include opposing
Bank of Japan (BoJ) rate hikes.
Takaichi was favoured to win,
and the surprise outcome
promptedarallyinJapan’s cur-
rencyas traders foresaw the BoJ
staying on course to normalise
policy — a campaign that
Ishiba has supported.

Theyen strengthened more
than 1% to as much as 142.8
against the dollar, unwinding
several days of declineson spec-
ulation over a Takaichi victory.
The currency has been closely
watched by international
investors after a rapid unwind

FIFTH TIME LUCKY

M The 67-year-old's
successful bid after four
attempts puts him at the
helm of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party

M The former defence
minister narrowly prevails
over hardline nationalist
Sanae Takaichiin an
unpredictable race

WHAT DO WE MEAN
BY AN ASIAN NATO?
THE ESSENCE OF
COLLECTIVE
SECURITY BECOMES
OBLIGATORY

SHIGERU ISHIBA,
INCOMING PM, JAPAN

M Ishiba, who also served
as agriculture minister,
promises to move some
ministries and agencies out
of Tokyo to help revive
Japan's moribund regions

M He also criticised the US
political backlash to
Nippon Steel's bid for US
Steel, saying it casts Japan
as a national security risk

ofyen carry trades roiled global
markets in early August.

“Clearly, whatever doubts
lawmakers had about Ishiba,
they overcame them,” said
Tobias Harris, the founder of
Japan Foresight LLC, a politi-
cal risk advisory. “Maybe it’s
assimpleas the fact that they
know the broader public sup-
ports him.”

Fraying ties with China
emerged as a key theme late in
the LDP election campaign
period after the fatal stabbing
earlier this month of a Japanese
schoolboy in China. All of the

candidates called fora fullinves-
tigationand demanded stepsto
protect Japanese citizens.
Tensions have also been
inflamed after Chinese mili-
taryaircraft made an unautho-
rised entry into Japanese air-
space for the first time last
month. And this week Japan
reportedly sent a Maritime
Self-Defence Force warship
through the Taiwan Strait for
the first time, a move all but
certain to anger Beijing.
During the campaign,
Ishiba emphasised the need to
increase Japan’s defence capa-

bilitiesand floated the idea of
creating an Asian NATO-style
collective security agreement
to better deter aggression
from countries like Chinaand
North Korea.

“Ishiba’s main challenge is
likely to be foreign policy,sowe
will have to wait and see how
he does in that area,” said
Nobuyasu Atago, chief econo-
mist at Rakuten Securities
Economic Research Institute.
“I think that, for the time
being, there will be no major
shocks in terms of economic
policy” —BLOOMBERG
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* Shigeru Ishiba Elected as Japan’s Next Prime Minister

e Japan’s ruling party, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), has selected
Shigeru Ishiba as its new leader, and he is set to become the next
Prime Minister.

« YT T FATEG UIcl, feleel SAMhCH it (LDp), o RIa®
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e Advocate of "Asian NATO"

* Ishiba is a strong advocate for an "Asian NATO," emphasizing the
importance of collective security arrangements in the region, which

could strain relations with China.
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* Political Background

* Ishiba has served in several high-ranking roles, including defense and
agriculture minister, and this is his fifth attempt to win leadership.

- SRS & & 3R H¥ #A:A1 Ffgd F$ 3T gal W qar o7 &,
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* Economic Impact

* The announcement of Ishiba's victory led to a rally in Japan’s yen,
strengthening it against the dollar as markets responded positively to
his selection.
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* Foreign Policy and Relations

* He also plans to increase Japan's defense capabilities and focus on
creating collective security measures with regional allies to deter
threats from China and North Korea.

+ gg SATUT ﬁ?ﬁmﬁaﬁa@ﬁﬁ?mﬂ%ﬁlﬁm’ré?
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 What is Shigeru Ishiba’s primary foreign policy focus as Japan's
incoming Prime Minister?

ST & 3T arel eI s sfier & gyrafas e
A F1 qET I F41 32

1.Strengthening trade with the U.S.

2.Fostering ties with Europe
3.Establishing an "Asian NATO" and increasing defense capabilities

4.Improving Japan's infrastructure



India Water Week 2024



* Recently, the President of India inaugurated the 8th India Water Week (IWW) 2024 in
New Delhi, under the aegis of the Ministry of Jal Shakti. This prestigious international
forum has gained significance as a key platform for discussions and collaboration on

water resource management.




* Theme:

* The theme of IWW 2024, 'Partnerships and Cooperation for Inclusive Water Development and
Management’ highlighted the pivotal role of colluborative efforts across sectors and nations
in tackling the escalating water challenges of the 21st century.




* Participants: Nations like Denmark, Israel, Australia, and Singapore presented
their water-related innovations and experiences.

* China and Bangladesh did not participate in the International Water Week
events in India.



 What is the Current State of Water in India?

* Water Scarcity: As of 2024, India has 18% of the world’s population but only 4% of its
freshwater resources, making it one of the most water-stressed countries globally .

» Groundwater Depletion: Groundwater is crucial for 80% of drinking water and two-thirds of
irrigation needs.




e \Water Pollution:

* Around 70% of India’s water is contaminated, with nearly half of the
country's rivers unsafe for drinking or irrigation. This makes India rank 120th
out of 122 countries on a Global Water Quality Index 2024.



Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)



* The second edition of the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) seminar on lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing
was conducted at Naval War College, Goa.

« About Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)

 Formation: Established in 1997, is a multilateral organization
comprising 23 member countries from Africa, West Asia, South Asia,
Southeast Asia, and Australia.

« |ORA was inspired by a speech by Nelson Mandela in 1995,
where he emphasized the need for cooperation among Indian
Ocean states.






India Is the World’s
Third Largest
Producer and
Consumer of
Ethanol



* The Union Minister for Food and Public Distribution during the India
Sugar & Bio Energy Conference said that India is now the world’s
third largest producer and consumer of Ethanol.

 About

 During 2014-24, the area of sugarcane cultivation increased by
about 18% while the sugarcane production has increased by 40%.

« Also India is the second largest producer of sugarcane after Brazil.



« Steps taken to increase ethanol production

« The Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar was introduced
In 2018 to protect the interests of farmers and the sugar industry by
the Centre.

* Bio-Refineries: India Is setting up multiple second-generation
ethanol biorefineries to produce ethanol from agricultural waste.

* For example, in 2022, Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL)
launched Asia’s first 2G Ethanol Biorefinery in Panipat, Haryana.



« Tax reduction: The Government has lowered the Goods and
Services Tax rate to 5% from 18% on ethanol meant for blending
under the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme.

« The National Policy on Biofuels-2018, as amended in 2022, has
identified various feedstocks for ethanol production, like C & B —
Heavy Molasses, sugarcane juice, sugar containing materials, starch
containing materials such as corn cassava, rotten potatoes etc.



ABHED



How Body Armor Works

Carrier Plastic Film
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The Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO), in collaboration with
researchers from IIT Delhi, has developed the ABHED bulletproof jacket.

About ABHED

These are the lightweight bulletproof jackets.

The jacket uses a combination of polymers and boron carbide ceramic
materials, known for their high strength-to-weight ratios.
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