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Rain washes out
second day’s play in

Anura Dissanayake:
Sri Lanka’s symbol

Two flights had a close
shave over Mumbai

ambition and their ni.na- >
;9 N
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of change
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skies, reveals probe
NEWS » PAGE 5

Kanpur Test
SPORT » PAGE 13

Pakistan Prime
Minister’s criticism a
travesty: India in UN

UNITED NATIONS

run by the military, with a
global reputation for terro-
rism, narcotics trade and
transnatios crime, s
had the audacity to artack

.

Bhaviks Mangalanandan

“classic colonial

settler

Jamrms & Kash-

sation by the government

on August S, 2019,

segment on Islamo-

phobia. M. Shard had said

the —muost slarming mani:
estation of tsdam

Hassan Nasrallah has

BEIRUT
ebanon's Hezbollah
L Eroup confirmed on
Saturday that its
was killed in an Israeli air
strike in Beirut the pre-
vious

A statement said Nasral-
lah “has joined his fellow
L

b in 2015, REUTERS

territory and had used ter-
ror to disrupt elections in
Jammu and Kashmir, Ms.

sai
ring to the war for inde-
in East Pakistan

said.
£ Pakistan of at-

port for the war in Gaza.

cades, is by far the most
powerful targes to be killed
by fsrael in weeks of inten-
sified fighting with Hezbol-

The Israell military
sasd it carried out a precise

air strike on Friday whue

marcyrs". exbollah  Hesbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasraliah during 3 rare public
vowed © the ho-
ly war againet the encmy
nd i support of “Wish it was our kids, not
Palestiner you, Sayyidt™ said one wo-
Immediately after the man, using an honorific tit-
official c from le for Nasrallah, as she

run IRNA news agency re-
ported

Friday's strikes report-
edly killed six persons and
injured 91 in Beirur. Ali

Kesper-
as

e
meeting at their he.\dquu—
ters in Dahiyeh, south of

the same air strike.

Iaunching rockets against

Top Hezbollah leader Nasrallah
Killed in Israeli strike in Lebanon

ined his fellow martyrs: says the which vows to ‘continue the holy war’; Israels latest strike

leaves six people dead and over 90 hurt in Beirut: strike based on “vears of tracking” and ‘real time information: says Israel

northern Israel as a “sup-
post fronc- for Hamas and
alestinians in Gaz:

“Not the end”
Isracl's Chief of Staff, Lt

“the
geted since the
founding of the State of Is-

rael”. Israel has vowed to
step ressure on Hez-
bollah until it halts its at-

HASSANS LEGACY
» PAGE 12
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cease

‘Demolition of
homes human
rights violation™

NEW DELHI
UN Special Rapporteur

has

Accusin, now

tacking 1 s Ms.

capital, its marketplaces  said Pakistan's fingerprints

and pi routes. she  were on many 1terror

said bord = and that it had

would “inevitably invite hosted Al-Qaeda leader
Osama b «

consequences™
“A reference has been

some pr of
Strategic Restraint. there
can no compact with
errorisms she s,

his speech, Mr. Sharif
had said Pakistan would

sd
respond “most decisively™
if India conducted opera-
tions across the Line of
Control (LoC: th

truth with more Bes. Repe:
tition will change ng.”
lanandan sald

Ms_ b

uggestions that India was

B
Indian leadership of threa-
tening to cross the LoC and
over Pakistan Occu-
pled Kashmir (Poio,  He
said india had “thought-
lessly

and attempted murders of

ference to the alleged as-
sassination plot against

proposals e
strategic restraint regime™
in !he nuclear context.

tani Prime W
nister had accused the g0
Sermment of conducting a

Gur-
parwant Sineh Panmm, in
hich the accused are In-

A e
» PAGH

Factory fire

Raging blaze:
Tamd Nadu. on Ssturday. #T

REPORT O PAGE 11

Smoke billows after  fire broke out i a chemical godown of the electronics camponent factary of Tata Electronics in Hasur,

With new
scheme, many
take a shine to
rooftop solar

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHLAHMEDABAD

The PM Muft Bifli Solar Yo-
a  %75.000-crore,
Centre-ded scheme to in-
s(all least one crore roof-
solar installations
RES) across mdia, Is gain:
ing popularity among be-
neficlaries . As of August
2024, Gujarat leads the
States in terms of i
op solar capacity with
4,195 MW,

FuLL REPORT
»PAGE 3

10ld the Supreme Court that
the

Thursday » PAGE 32

Udhayanidhi is T.N. Deputy CM;
Senthilbalaji returns to Cabinet

CHENNAL

The Cabinert reshuffle that

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

MK has been pro-

mising since his remumn
Us.

Aancson Saturday.
A late-night release from

ex.
Senthilbalaji, who
was recently released on
bail in a moneyJaundering

Udhayanidhi Stalin

Courr, also finds a place in
the Council of Ministers.
The swearingin will be
held at the Raj Bhavan at
3.30 p.m. on Sunday.

uda-

case by
cra
i

hayanidhi will be “allotted
the of ng

and Development, in addi-
Ton o his existing porto-
lios”. Mr. Udhayanidhi

the third person 10 serve as
Deputy Chief Minister of
‘Tamil Nadu. His father was
the first. Mr. Stalin

pied the

nistership of M. Karuna-

ME Stalin has also re-
commended that Mr. Sen-
thilbalaji. Dr. Govi. Chez-
hiaan, R. Rajendran and
S.M. Nasar be inducted in-
to the Cabinet. which has
been accepted by Gover-
nor R.N. Ravi.

THREE MINISTERS DROPPED
» PAGE 2

BSF asking UIDALI to deactivate Aadhaar of
undocumented migrants from Bangladesh

NEW DELHI

1n a first, the Border Secur-
ity Force (BSF) is writing to
the authorities to cancel

a suspect &s appre-
hend.ed. the BSF Informs

and writes o the
L'n.lque identification
Authority of India (UIDAD

to deactivate his or her
Aadhaar registration, a
BSF offict

that in May, they appre-
hended a Bangladeshi na-

trafficker: touts,” sai
the official.
There are Instances

when suspected iliegal mi-

This measure will help
the nexis of buman traff
and touts, says the BSF.

grants are

the border areas and l‘hey

are already in possession

of identity documents, m-
ding Aadhaar.

<l
|

11, an affi-
danit Fina by the Union

‘ed that “BSF is approach-

the A.oncerned civil
Hation

driving licence, voter card,
etc., in respect of appre-

ing back il
coordimation with Border
2 “Re-

grants. If there are women

and children, we convince
the BGB to take them back
without registering _any
case here,” said the official.

The oficlal added that
the measures
place since

the neighbouring country
Auvgust.

From to 2023,
nearly 18, ooo Bangladeshl

gistering a police case in-
volves a long-drawn pro-
cess. Even if convicted and
after completion of jail sen-
tence, the country may
never accept the flegal mi-

by the BSE along the bor-

1973 Bangiadeshi el
vere apprehe:

+




With new
scheme, many
take a shine to
rooftop solar

Jacob Koshy
Mahesh Langa
NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD

The PM Muft Bijli Solar Yo-
jana, a 75,000-crore,
Centre-led scheme to in-
stall at least one crore roof-
top solar installations
(RTS) across India, is gain-
ing popularity among be-
neficiaries . As of August
2024, Gujarat leads the
States in terms of installed
rooftop solar capacity with
4,195 MW.




With new I75,000-crore scheme, sun shines on rooftop solar installations
‘1

Jacob Koshy

Mahesh Langa
NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD

September 16 was a red-let-
ter day for Jagshibhai Suth-
ar, a resident of Gandhina-
gar in Gujarat. He had
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his rooftop admir-
ing his newly installed so-
lar installation.

“We have installed 3.24
kW (kilowatt) solar panels
on the terrace and now our
[electricity] bill has been
reduced to zero. Addition-
ally, I have received a cre-
dit of ¥248 in the bill,” he
told The Hindu.

Mr. Suthar is a benefici-
ary of the PM Muft Bijli So-
lar Yojana (PMSY), a
%75,000-crore, Centre-led
scheme to install at least
one crore rooftop solar in-
stallations (RTS) across In-
dia. The scheme is the lat-
est iteration of a push by
governments for at least
two decades to coax more
households to install such

RTS. Apart from encourag-
ing use of fossil fuel-free
electricity, more RTS
means that fewer people
are dependent on electrici-
ty distribution companies
—which are in deep debt in
many States — for their
power needs.

The PMSY provides for a
subsidy of 60% of the solar
unit cost for systems up to
2 kW capacity and 40% of
additional system costs for
systems between 2 kW and
3 kW capacity. The subsidy
has been capped at 3 kW
capacity. At current bench-
mark prices, this means a
¥30,000 subsidy for a 1 kW
system, 360,000 for 2 kW
systems, and 78,000 for 3
kW systems or higher.

As of August 2024, Guja-
rat leads the States in terms
of installed rooftop solar
capacity with 4,195 MW,
followed by Maharashtra at
2,487 MW, and Rajasthan
at 1,269 MW.

The rest of the States all
have installed capacity in

R Y

the triple-digits, with a
cumulative national capac-
ity of 13,889 MW.

PMSY beneficiaries are
now a strong support base
of the ruling National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA), a
Union Minister said recent-
ly during a background
briefing on the 100 days of
the government.

No official estimates
There are no official esti-
mates of the number of
households with RTS in
these States, but with aver-
age ratings of 3 kW or 5 kW
per household the prime
target of the PMSY, there
are likely to be about 8 lakh
to 13 lakh such households
in Gujarat, 5 lakh to 8 lakh
households in Maharash-
tra, and 4 lakh to 2.5 lakh
households in Rajasthan.
The popularity of RTS in
Gujarat received a major
fillip in 2019 with the
launch of the Surya Gujarat
scheme that gave subsidies
up to 40% for systems up

Self sufficient: The PMSY envisages RTS households as

independent power producers.

to 3 kW, comparable to the
current PMSY scheme. The
State government has re-
ceived nearly 13 lakh regis-
trations over the past four
to five months, officials
said.

Indeed, even before the
PMSY was launched in Fe-
bruary 2024, Gujarat alrea-
dy had an installed RTS ca-
pacity of 3,455 MW in an
estimated 7 lakh to 10 lakh
households as of March
2024, according to data
from the Ministry of New

and Renewable Energy.
“Gujarat has generally
had a favourable environ-
ment for solar but follow-
ing the announcement of
the scheme, some surpris-
ing trends have emerged.
As of June 2024, the maxi-
mum number of applica-
tions for the PMSY have
come from Assam (2.23
lakh) followed by Gujarat
(2.1 lakh) and Maharashtra
(1.9 lakh). The direct push
from the Prime Minister is
a major reason for the
T

scheme’s popularity,” said
Prabhakar Sharma, senior
consultant at JMK Re-
search, who tracks the re-
newable energy sector.

Problems persist
However, the promise of
“zero electricity bills” is
not a given for everyone.

“While firm data isn’t
available, discussions with
vendors — or companies
that are installing RTS sys-
tems — suggest that nearly
90% of new applicants are
availing loans to finance in-
stallations.  Additionally,
another feature was that
applicants were opting to
install 4 kW to 5 kW sys-
tem, rather than the 3 kW
which was subsidised. So
anything above say, 300
units, will be charged,” Mr.
Sharma said.

The PMSY envisages
RTS households as inde-
pendent power producers.
Thus, all electricity gener-
ated from the RTS is con-
nected to the grid. Unless

there is a battery back-up
(which the scheme does
not fund), a scheduled
power cut by the distribu-
tion company will result in
a power cut in RTS house-
holds too.

Along with installing an
RTS, the State distribution
company also installs a me-
ter which calculates the
household’s net power
consumption. Any usage
over 300 units is charged
the applicable electricity
rates, said Sanjay Kulkarni,
who installs RTS systems in
Pune. Consumption below
300 units will see consum-
ers being paid by State at
about 32 to ¥2.50 per unit.

“Some consumers do
see zero bills in some
months depending on us-
age but there are also fixed
grid charges that must be
paid. In India, accounting
for changes in weather,
availability of solar insola-
tion varies and will in-
fluence consumption. Ho-
wever, over a year or two,

R %

there will be a net gain in
electricity bills,” Mr. Kul-
karni added.

The major difference
from previous versions of
the scheme is a doubling of
the subsidy on rooftop so-
lar (from an earlier 314,500
per kW), loans made avail-
able at 7% to 9% interest,
an online application sys-
tem, and an anticipated
improvement in service
delivery. As the scheme is
now envisaged, 12 public
sector banks will offer a
collateral-free loan to
anyone with a viable roof
and grid connectivity who
wants to install an RTS. A 3
kW-hour system can gener-
ate up to 300 units a
month, depending on
available sunshine. Cur-
rently, an RTS costs about
%50,000 per kW. A house-
holder can either pay the
balance or take a loan. A
vendor will appraise the
site and then install the sys-
tem along with an inverter
and a smart meter.



PM-Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana

Cabinet approves scheme for installing
rooftop solar and providing free electricity up to
300 units every month for One Crore households

« Total outlay of ¥ 75,021 crore

+ Scheme provides a central financial assistance of
e ¥ 30,000 subsidy for 1 kW system
e ¥ 60,000 for 2 kW systems
e ¥ 78,000 for 3 kW systems or higher




PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

275000 crore scheme for1crore houses

KEY FEATURES OF THE SCHEME

Up to 278000
subsidy

Up to 300 units of

Easy enroliment
electricity per month

process

.I.oan at lower
interest rates

pmsuryaghar.gov.in
Login or scan QR code for registration




e Introduction to the Solar Scheme

* September 16 was significant for Jagshibhai
Suthar, who installed 3.24 kW solar panels
on his roof and reduced his electricity bill.

+ 16 fATSY STOTRITS IR & fov
Agcaqul AT, foleglel 39el &d W 3.24
kW X UeTeT o0 3R 379aT Tastell &1
foar A FHT T

/
7




* Pradhan Mantri Solar Yojana (PMSY)

* Suthar is a beneficiary of the X75,000-crore Pradhan Mantri Mutf Bijli
Solar Yojana (PMSY), aimed at installing rooftop solar systems

- JUR 75,000 FUS Al TUTHAT HFA fSofell HleRl Al
(PMSY) & amerelf &, ToraepT 3Ry FherT Aok ATes
TATOT T gl




e Subsidy Details

* The PMSY provides a 60% subsidy for systems up to 2 kW capacity
and 40% for systems between 2 kW and 3 kW capacity.

e PMSY 2 kW &THAT deh o 8EeH & oIt 60% dfeqsr 31 2 kw
T 3 kW &THAT & RATeH & T 40% ITfeTsr YT SidT gl




* Popularity in Different States

* As of August 2024, Gujarat leads with 4,195 MW of installed rooftop
solar capacity, followed by Maharashtra and Rajasthan.

« 3T 2024 T, ISR 4,195 MW T g Fhcg Ao}

STHTT & T TEd 341?T g, 30 dI¢ AGRISE 3 TSTTATT
TATT ¢



* Increase in Rooftop Solar Installations

* PMSY has given a push to solar installations, with the number of RTS
installations expected to rise significantly in coming years.

* PMSY o7 IR SECTolled H doll g g, 3R 3T darel asit &
RTSW&H%WJ#W aﬁrsi:ﬁ‘l‘d%l




1.Issues and Challenges

1. Despite the scheme, challenges such as financing and the actual promise of
Zero eIectricity bills remain with 90% of applicants availing loans.

2. AqISTeAT & dIdalg, ﬁ?%ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ’r%aﬁéﬁr
IATAIT el 6% g, ' 90% 371AceH HUT T oflH of & &




* What is the subsidy percentage provided by the Pradhan Mantri Mutf
Bijli Solar Yojana (PMSY) for rooftop solar systems of up to 2 kW
capacity?

2 kW &THAT dh & ThelT Aler fvew & v queas= qwd
fastell Ao AT (PMSY) GaRT &Y ST dTell Wiews! Ufard

g7
1.40%
2.50%
3.60%

4.70%
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The creative conundrum

india's artisans,

weavers and even traders face
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Sellers on Flipkart
move court over
CCI antitrust probe

REUTERS
New Delhi, September 28

FHREE ONLINE SELLERS operat
ing on Walmart-owned Flipkast
have: susd satitrust watchdoy
mpetition Commission of
lndl-l (CCI) over an investiga
ound they, Fliphart
ad shval Amason tecected
ition laws, according to

restigation seport and put the
roces af t

THEIR ARGUMENTS

® cCHANDIGARR

50 years on, Ray’s films integral to India’s soft power

@ From Brazil to lta.ly;
restored titles to be
shown at fests, OTTs
FAIZAL KHAN

tew Delhi, seoeembe 28

R 3, film buffs in

WELL BEING
ADD MORE DEPTH TO YOUR DIET

HEWN N AT HYDE®RAS

GLOBAL APPEAL
mCharuiata, . Noyek,
wrush, Kapurush, Sai Baba

-, This vl e
by

the Satyait Ray birth centenary.

conntrses ¢

tional markets for the ncorcalism
Beaxil, bis

READ TO LEAD

rMahop:
Felunath on VOD in Brazil from Oct 3

AD, KocCHI

- Similar

MIND & GAMES
Will the sun destroy
the earth one day?

M B A

| Cairo international Film
Festival to screen
Charulote, Noyak and

LEISURE

ANJAN

CHATTERIJEE

‘Chinese is most popular
foreign cuisine & we saw
this opportunity’ Page 7

=T w DELEI FUNE

United Kingdom and France,” said
Varsha Bansal head of internaticnal

W Brazil’s Sac Paulo
ernational Film

Festival to have

retrospective of

Ray films froem

Oct17-30

2l the =i
Braxl “It s encouraging that his flms.

St wras not passsbie to talk abous Ray
earSer” she added.

Sty morethanhalt s cenaary
after they w ., Sa Ray
movies still ruk' Tdis ot pvwrr

India
launch of his films in Poland, Greece  Mahamagar and Najak—all made  global theatrical and festival circuit
t haven't been tradi i Detween 1963 and 1966 y
The list of Ray films to be rush X Baba Fefunaths  or , but old Ray Ses,all
> i istri HIVOD et £ ruins

master fike

Brazil

Two years afier the cedebeation of

This year has already seen the VOD

his most works like Charulata,

TO MAKE FOR GLOBAL MARKETS TOO

Tata puts ¥T9,000-cr

TN plant into motion
@ rirstjointplatorm . THIRU. ML.K. STALIN

for next-gen cars
by Tata Motors, JLR

NARAYANAN V
Ranipet,

TATAMOTORS ON Saturday held the
groundbreaking ceremony for it

28

ma.
plant will produce 250.000 vehicles

in Karnataka HC to ‘set aside’
investigation report, put process.
of CCion hold

- Seliers argue
that during probe
they were caled
to submit data
o help officials,
but were named
as accused,
wehich is
against
due process

- The sileged hmxjgau«-
-.. is arbitrary, opaq

S T argue i -n three

their lawsuits argue

mission of mu..-(ccn onhold.
Lawsusts from sellers of Amazon
and Flipkart can potentially delay
the investigation process, which
= in 2020, and was tri
and-mortar

that during the investigation they
called to submit data to help
officials, but were Iater named a5
accused, which is against due
process, court papers
“The afleged investigation
<

Tata
said N Chan-

Planl will also develop a modeen
by

Motors and JLRS

during the ceremony.
{mlxtywﬂl not anly cre-
e 5000 Bisact bt bt alocs goeas
ate thousands of indirect opports-
nities in the local
its supplier
drasckara
India push Production will begin i
phaszes and progressively ramp up
to optimum capacity over the next
five seven years at the facil

for operations.
The groundbreaking ceremony

‘ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

"J«,a‘a

TATA MOTORS
Connecting Aspirslens

1=

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin with Tata Sons chairman N Chandrasekaran
Guring the i on .~

HITTING THE ROAD
- Manufacturing facility to

preduce 250,000 vehicles

annually at full fapacity

coming days” Chandrasekaran
said. He said several Tata Group
ies have been 5
from Tamil Nadu, and now “we
now intend to build our advanced
vehicle manufacturing plant here

gomes just six months after the
Tata Group signed an Mol wi

the Tamil Nada government in
March “The pace at whic

moved will only

inthe

using &
and world. :hu

i
rkers, of which
over 15,000 are womern.

Ban on non-Basmati exports lifted

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 28

THE GOVERNMENT ON Saturday

rice exports and imposed a mini-
=t price (MEP) of $490/
tonne on it, Sxemptios the com-

iless of the C; P Al

India Teaders cComplained o Sihe

dog. Amazon and Flipkart
deny any wrongd,

of Flipiast seilers —CIGFIL

Retail, Wishery Online, Xonique

Hero rides on all-new

® Readies to launch
upgraded model as
Xoom sales drop

KOOM—HERO MOTOCORS'S high-
profile scooter that was supposed to

months

st 16,000 wnsts per

ol e O

arbitrary,
argued in three oparate coust fil-

which will come up for hearing
frdmimrainrg

Continued on Page 2

SCOOTER METRICS

Xoom sales (in units)
w2023 mm2024

modsty £

A per 5 directorate general of

forcigh trade (DGFT) notfication.

the MEP on white rice come into
iate effect_justa

after the MEP of Basmats rice was

Jarr.nfy by

sukblEs

remaved, th
Friday had cut the export duty on
parboiled rice to 1056 fi OoRe.

e government late on

Destini sales Gn urs)
-—02% w2024

b rize in pr
e By sdpplics, the
had in
last year banned exports of white
rfice and subsequently had
impose: 09 export duty on

parboiled rice.
i er, India had allowed

ports for mecting the
Sood security needs of axany coun-

d on the basis of requests
from their governments.

Continued on Page 2

Destini to take on Honda

Jan.lary*.'m,'

iéﬁiﬁ

~Satyajit Ray is a big name in
countries fike the United States,

Continued on Page 2

Over T1.5 lakh-cr IPOs
waiting to hit markets

AROUND 75

inthe past three years._

Kishor Kadam

Top S IPOs tha( received
Sebi’s approval
Estimated #O =ze (2 <r)

Aleons
Ikastrucure

Top S IPOs awaiting Sebi's approval

Extimated WO mze (2 cr)

NTPC 10,000

Groen Enargy
Hexaware

Technoiogies
wvishal
Mega sears 8,000

Schios:
Bangalore

NsSOL
FIRE AT TAMIL NADU HEZBOLLAH

IPHONE COM HASSAN KILLED IN
PLANT, 10 INJURED ISRAELI AIRSTRIKE

AT LEAST 10 pecpie
receved medical
treatment after 5 major

aniptact o
Electron

by
<hain just as Apple = looking to
diversify beyond China and sees
incia as 3 key market MPAGE S

product, sales of Destini have been
ing = u-nng.and during January-

INn 110-125cc race

LEBANON'S
HEZBOLLAM group

against the enem,
SoPport of Palestine - mPacE 18

et By g Ao s
beena disappoin:

faryToza

ateof m..nu..-

1y ..uam.-: Blero i

Jaruany-july 2024, e
sold 86,507 Soled o Dieatiesk Sx

o rde
with Honda Activa in the 20005 and
then strengthened by the jupiterand

o Pty BUE2 5 ko e e,
however. i
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UP launches
Krishi Sakhi
scheme to
empower
women

FE BUREAU
Lucknow, September 28

THE UTTAR PRADESH govern-
ment has launched the 'Krishi
Sakhi'scheme with the aim of
promoting self-reliance among
women bylinking them toagri-
cultural practices.

To date, 7,634 women have
been trained under this pro-
gramme, enabling them to
enhance their economic status
through the adoption of mod-
ern agricultural techniques.
Krishi Sakhis are being chosen
from self-help groups estab-
lishedinvillages underthe Uttar
Pradesh State Rural Livelihood
Mission. Through the Deen-
dayal Antyodaya Yojana, these
women are being trained as
para-professionals.The govern-
ment has facilitated coordina-
tionbetween the selected Krishi
Sakhisandvarious government
departments to enhance their
financial stability. These Sakhis
are being trained to promote
and expand initiatives from the
Department of Agriculture,
Horticulture Department, Silk
Directorate,and Ground Water
Department. Specific selection
criteria have been established
forthewomen,includinganage
range of 21 to 45 years and a
demonstrated interest and
experienceinagriculturalwork.



* Scheme Objective

* The Uttar Pradesh government launched the 'Krishi Sakhi' scheme to
promote self-reliance among women by linking them to agricultural
practices.

* 3R YS2 WHR o 'Hf¥ @' ASeAr UqE Fr g, [ogahr 3eeT
ATG3T A FiY FAf A AEHT HTcATIIRGT &Y dorar AT 2




e Number of Women Trained

* To date, 7,634 women have been trained under this programme to
improve their economic status through modern agricultural
techniques.

+ 39 Toh 38 FAHHA F ded 7,634 AN F1 MY FHiY
Jehellehl & HATEIH F 9= TS EAfd & gaur = & fov
gfAfeara fear =ar g




 Selection from Self-Help Groups

* Krishi Sakhis are being chosen from
self-help groups established in O
villages under the Uttar Pradesh

State Rural Livelihood Mission.
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* Training as Para-Professionals

* Through the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana, these women are being
trained as para-professionals to enhance their financial stability.

» ST AT STl & ATEIH &, oI ATGellAT I 37Y-
Iadrde §9 H YIATEIT fohar ST I@T g difeh 3eTehl faaiig
f&ear & gefer g ge




* Coordination with Government Departments

* The government has ensured coordination between Krishi Sakhis and
various departments like Agriculture, Horticulture, Silk Directorate,
and Ground Water.

» TXHR A PN, SMeTdrel], WA HmeT 3R gt o fafdAeeT
%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬂ‘@'ﬂ’r%é’maﬂo—qq gﬁf‘%ﬁﬁw‘m%’l




1.Eligibility Criteria
1. Women aged between 21 to 45 years
with interest and experience in
agricultural work are being selected
for the scheme.
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 What is the primary objective of the 'Krishi Sakhi' scheme launched by the Uttar
Pradesh government?

3 Yo WIHR GaRT A& A 75 'FN w&Y A 1 A& 35827 41 872
1.To promote modern farming technio_(|ues

3Mfeieh HI dhaileh! I Ferar
2.To empower women and promote self-reliance

ATEAT3N I AT TATAT R HTcHATAIAT Sl d&ral ol

3.To increase agricultural production
FY 3cUIesT P TGl

4.To provide financial aid to women farmers

ATgelT Tham=r o fa<T Igradr Yerd el




STA STICS A slice of life in numbers

How Indian economy became more
global than China and US

In the 1970s when both India and China were closed economies, international
trade was only 7.7% of India’s and 4.8% of China's GDP. After the opening of the
Chinese economy, the ratio saw a steady increase and crossed 64% by 2006.
Since then because of China's growing domestic market, the ratio has decreased.
India at present has a higher trade-to-GDP ratio than both US and China.
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ACCIDENT IN MADHYA PRADESH
9 killed as bus collides
with truck in Maihar
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170 dead in Nepal
floods after heavy rain
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10 years later;

has slowed to 5.5%
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Southem Raitway has suffered
2 loss of 220,58 crore due to 3
series of wrong incentives,
including wrong payment of
orvertime slowance and
non-reassessment of land, as
Per 3 CAG report. 3 PAGE 4

Israel pounds Lebanon, 2 more
Hezbollah leaders among dead

Hezbollah confirms death of Nabil Kac

a veteran member. and Ali Karaki, a senior commander: Sunday’s strikes across

Lebanon killed over 50 people, left dozens injured: Israel says at least 20 Hezbollah militants were killed in Friday’s strike

JERUSALEM

wo days after tak-
ing out Hezbollah's
Hassan

allah, foat l:nnt!.nued its
airstrikes on n well
into Sunday e\enmg and
said It struck nearly 120

Hezbollah _targets.
after the firse wave of at-
tacks, Israell military an-

ty : A bu a b
Shiah in Beirut's southern suburbs oa Sunday. 47>

secutive strikes on Sunday
on Aln el-Delb, east of Si-
don, were caught on came-
ra by neighbours.

Health Ministry said. In
Baalbek-Hermel, 21 people
were killed and at least 47
injured. Four more in

a raid targeting joub Jenin
in the Bekaa area. The con-

Kaouk's death, making him
the seventh senior Hezbol-
lah leader slain in Iscaell
strikes in a litde over a
week. They include found-
ing members who had

evaded death or detention
for decades.
Kaouk

camo

Sunday. A schoot shelterng
displaced Palestinars in Beit
Lahiya in the northern Gaza
Strip was among buildings het,
Gaza id. » PAGE 14

ment on politics and secur-
key developments, and he
gave eulogies at

ntor militants. The

Tiesboliah had earlier
confirmed that Ali Karaki,
another senior comman-
der, died in Friday’s strike

that killed Nasrallah. The
Israeli military had said
that Karaki was killed in
the strike that targeted an
underground  compound
in Beirut where Nasrallah
and other Hezbollah fi-
gures were meeti
e military said at least
20 oeher Hezbollah mili-
tants were killed in the

associates of Nasrallah.
Hezbollah has also been
ngered

by a sophisticate

ttack on its pagers and
Walkie-calkies " that | was
widely blamed on Israel. A
wave of israeli

‘Opposition targets
CPI(M) fearing loss
of minority votes’

NEW DELHI

The allegations of the Com-

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
an exclusive inter-
View to The Hindu.

mist elements that want to
sow divisions In the society
and

1,030 people In less than
two weeks.

e ——
» PAGE 1.

1SRAEL" s PENETRATION

» PAGE 1.

ism In Kerala are attacking
the government. These al-
legations, he said, are also
motivated by the discom-
fort caused by police crack:
ing of

0l and hawaia money:

At the
said, the BJP's increased

Pinarayi Viayan

vote share is a cause for

responsible. “The BJP won
‘Thrissur, not because we
lost ground, but because
the Congress polled 86,965
fewer votes in 2024 in com-
parison to the 2019 general
election. the other
hand, LDF's vote share had
registered a small increase
of 16,196 votes,” he said.

INTERVIEW ON

JAMMUSRINAGAR
The campaigning for the final
phase of polling in the Jammu
and Kashmir bly election
concluded on Sunday, with
major political parties,
engaging in fierce exchanges
over critical msues, inchuding
Pakistan, Article 370, terrorizm,
and reservaticn. » PAGE 5.

Navy chief visits
Greece, discusses
ways to boost ties

NEW DELII
Indis and Greece discussed
avenues for cross-traning n
niche technologies and
adva

Ny chief Admirsi Dinesh K.
Tripathi's just-concluded visit

Green goddess

A erdoommenktriendly pafs pandal s b readkec itiog e 2 varicty of plants and bamboo ahead of the Durga Puja
vy 2t Lalabagan Mabankur in Kofkata, on Sundy. Fr

Two abducted Manipur youth
seek help from Chief Minister

GUWAHATL

vo of three Meitei youth
oducted by Kuki extre-
mists on 27

media platforms
carly on Sunday

have appealed to Manipur
Chief Minister Nongthom-
bam Biren Singh to save

rious parties. In the video,
oae of the abducted youth

urged Singh to save
them by Fulfilling the de.
mands

the release of the two

sition parties at my Secre-
tariar, today. Addressed
the current situation in the
State, particularly focusing
on the rescue of the abduc-
tion of two innocent
youths by Kuki militants,
he posted on X. “We con-
demn such heinous acts
an,

was taking steps to secure

working to secure the safe
release of the victims,” he
added.

Ningombam Johnson

Singri, Olnam - Tholihol
and  Thokchom
Thatthotba Singh were re-
ported missing o1

P ey

e en | thelr

cruitment rally at New

Keithelmanbi in the Im-

phal Wese district.

Mr )ohnson Singh, who es-
from the abductor.

Sald they relled on Google

©On sarurday, local peo-
ple in Thoubai formed a
Joint Action Committee

and rescue the two youths.

92% of workers cleaning urban sewers, septic tanks from SC, ST,

NEW DELHL

1n a firsc-offes-kind astempe

ers and septic tanks, ac-
cording w0 da-

this distinction based on a
in how

ta tabled in Parliament.

people_en-
Eaged in the 'hasardous
cleaning of sewers and sep-
tic tanks in India‘'s cities

government

In 29 States and Union Ter-
ritories shows that 91.9% of
the 38,000 workers pro-
filed so far belong to Sche-
duled Caste (SC), Sche-
duled Tribe (ST), or other
Ve class (OBC)
communities.

Of the profiled workers.
68.9% were SC, 14.7% were
OBC, 8.3% were ST, and 5%
were from general
category.

Between 2019 and 2023,

at least 377 people across

the country have died from

hazardous cleaning of sew-
e

The profiling of sewer and
septic tank workers (SSWs)
is being carried out by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment as

of its NAMASTE pro-

manual scavenging and

Employment as nual
Scavengers and thelr Reha-
ation Act.

NAMASTE  pro-

targets “workers
directly assoclated with
sewer and septic tank
deanlng lm:lndlng drivers

. hel-
pe(s. machine operators
and cleaners”, the Ministry
says.

Its goal is to profile such
workers in a nx(lonwlde

tice has ended across the
country and what needs to
be fixed now is the hazar.

dous cleaning of sewers
and septic tanks. It draws

ise, give
them safety raining nd
equipment. and offer capi-
tal subsidies that could
turn sewer and
workers  into
neurs”, or
entrepreneurs.
Since the scheme began

septic tank
“sanipre-
sanitation

a year ago, 3,326 urban lo-
cal bodses (ULEs) have be-

mates that there are 100
core sanitation workers for
an urban population of five

likely to be one lakh SSWs
employed by s 4,
ULBs. The NAMASTE pro-

and Jammu and
ir,

Centre under this pro-

gramme.

State efforts

States such as Kerala and
Karnataka

gramme intends to profile are holding in-
all SSws vy and
to create a central nication (IEC) cam-

database.
Twelve States and UTs,
including Kerala, Rajas-

Pradesh, ULBs are visiting

OBC groups: survey

workers” homes and work-
places t profile them,
with State data showing
that around 30% of their
profiling

v

y the end of the 2023-
24" Anancial year, 31,999
SSWs had been validated,

amounting to $2.26 crore
have been given to 191 be-
neficlaries and their de-

pendants for ernative
sexremplo,mem projects,
while 413 sanitation work-
ers and dependants have
received capital subsidies
of 0.6 crore for sanita-
ton-related projects, the
report

scavengers il
2015_ Since then, it has in-
sisted that no other ma-

s have been
claiming that
none of the 6,500-plus
complaints reporting ma-
nual scavenging could be
verified.
Of the identified mmual
scavengers, vern-
ment Said 't had data on
categories of
43,797, showing that 97.2%
of them were from SC com-
munities. The share of STs,

OBCs, and others were
each around 1%.
Minist records

showed that all the 58,098
people identified as ma-
nual scavengers dll 2018
ven a one-time
cash transfer of €
/hile 18, them had
o]xed for skilis training in
alternative  occupations,
2,051 had opted for loans
under the scheme’s subsi-
dies to start alternative bu-
sinesses as of 2022




92% of workers cleaning urban sewers, septic tanks from SC, ST, OBC groups: survey

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

In a first-of-its-kind attempt
to enumerate people en-
gaged in the hazardous
cleaning of sewers and sep-
tic tanks in India’s cities
and towns, government
data gathered from over
3,000 urban local bodies
in 29 States and Union Ter-
ritories shows that 91.9% of
the 38,000 workers pro-
filed so far belong to Sche-
duled Caste (SC), Sche-
duled Tribe (ST), or other

backward class (OBC)
communities.
Of the profiled workers,

68.9% were SC, 14.7% were
OBC, 8.3% were ST, and 8%
were from the general
category.

Between 2019 and 2023,
at least 377 people across
the country have died from
hazardous cleaning of sew-

CM

ers and septic tanks, ac-
cording to government da-
ta tabled in Parliament.

Hazardous cleaning
The profiling of sewer and
septic tank workers (SSWs)
is being carried out by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment as part
of its NAMASTE pro-
gramme, a scheme to me-
chanise all sewer work and
prevent deaths due to ha-
zardous cleaning work. In
2023-24, this scheme was
brought in to replace the
Self-Employment Scheme
for Rehabilitation of Ma-
nual Scavengers (SRMS).
The Union govern-
ment’s rationale is that ma-
nual scavenging as a prac-
tice has ended across the
country and what needs to
be fixed now is the hazar-
dous cleaning of sewers
and septic tanks. It draws

this distinction based on a
technical difference in how
manual scavenging and ha-
zardous cleaning are de-
fined in the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Reha-
bilitation Act.

The NAMASTE pro-
gramme targets “workers
directly associated with
sewer and septic tank
cleaning including drivers
of desludging vehicles, hel-
pers, machine operators
and cleaners”, the Ministry
says.

Its goal is to profile such
workers in a nationwide
enumeration exercise, give
them safety training and
equipment, and offer capi-
tal subsidies that could
turn sewer and septic tank
workers into “sanipre-
neurs”, or sanitation
entrepreneurs.

Since the scheme began

Skewed shares

The caste-wise share (in %) of the workers engaged in cleaning
of sewers and septic tanks across the country

Scheduled Castes

Scheduled Tribes

8.3
Other Backward Classes
14.7 B 3 ©
General A
8 % of workers 5 \ Y
Source: Government data tabled in Parliament _ ¢ +%§

a year ago, 3,326 urban lo-
cal bodies (ULBs) have be-
gun the process and pro-
filed around 38,000 SSWs.
So far, 283 ULBs have re-
ported zero SSWs, and
2,364 ULBs have reported
less than 10 SSWs each.
The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs esti-
mates that there are 100
core sanitation workers for
an urban population of five

lakh. Based on this, the go-
vernment used decadal
growth rates to estimate
that as of 2021, there are
likely to be one lakh SSWs
employed by India’s 4,800
ULBs. The NAMASTE pro-
gramme intends to profile

all SSWs across the country
to create a central
database.

Twelve States and UTs,
including Kerala, Rajas-

than, and Jammu and
Kashmir, have completed
the profiling process, while
the exercise is still under
way in 17 States, including
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Mah-
arashtra.  Chhattisgarh,
Meghalaya, and West Ben-
gal are among the States
that have yet to begin the
profiling process. Tamil
Nadu and Odisha are run-
ning their own pro-
grammes for SSWs, and are
not reporting data to the
Centre under this pro-
gramme.

State efforts

States such as Kerala and
Karnataka are holding in-
formation, education, and
communication (IEC) cam-
paigns to profile workers at
special camps. In Andhra
Pradesh, ULBs are visiting

workers” homes and work-
places to profile them,
with State data showing
that around 30% of their
profiling was done this
way.

By the end of the 2023-
24 financial year, 31,999
SSWs had been validated,
the Ministry’s annual re-
port said. Capital subsidies
amounting to ¥2.26 crore
have been given to 191 be-
neficiaries and their de-
pendants for alternative
self-employment projects,
while 413 sanitation work-
ers and dependants have
received capital subsidies
of %10.6 crore for sanita-
tion-related projects, the
report said.

Under the previous
SRMS scheme, the govern-
ment had identified 58,098
manual scavengers till
2018. Since then, it has in-
sisted that no other ma-

nual scavengers have been
identified, claiming that
none of the 6,500-plus
complaints reporting ma-
nual scavenging could be
verified.

Of the identified manual
scavengers, the govern-
ment said it had data on
the social categories of
43,797, showing that 97.2%
of them were from SC com-
munities. The share of STs,
OBCs, and others were

each around 1%.
Ministry records
showed that all the 58,098

people identified as ma-
nual scavengers till 2018
had been given a one-time
cash transfer of ¥40,000.
While 18,880 of them had
opted for skills training in
alternative  occupations,
2,051 had opted for loans
under the scheme’s subsi-
dies to start alternative bu-
sinesses as of 2022.
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Skewed shares

The caste-wise share (in %) of the workers engaged in cleaning
of sewers and septic tanks across the country

Scheduled Castes A T
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Scheduled Tribes
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Other Backward Classes
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Source: Government data tabled in Parliament




Survey Objective:

A government survey has identified that 91.9% of the 38,000
workers engaged in hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic
tanks belong to SC, ST, and OBC communities.

Teh TIPRT FAETOT o 9T § 6 38,000 @Aae dray
3R Afccd & Twrg FI arel HfADR JH & 91.9%
TR Sfd (SC), ITHRIT STAantd (ST) 3R 3= Mo

o

991 (OBC) AT & B




* Hazardous Cleaning:

* The NAMASTE programme aims to profile sewer and septic tank
workers (SSWs) and mechanise all sewer work to prevent deaths due
to hazardous cleaning

» NAMASTE hIIshH T 3eeT WX 3R Afces S sfAH
(SSWs) T RIS Fellell 3R Wl HHIS & hIRUT gled dTell
A & bl & AT WG SR HI AMelhd HLT g




Death and Profiling of Workers:

Since 2019, 377 people have died from hazardous cleaning. As of
the 2023-24 financial year, 31,999 SSWs have been validated,
with financial subsidies provided for self-employment.




* Caste Composition:

* The survey showed that 68.9% of these workers are from Scheduled
Castes, 14.7% are OBC, 8.3% are from Scheduled Tribes, and 8% are
from the general category.

» FAGTOT A 9raT a7 foh 37 ARG A F 68.9% qgiad
sfaar 8, 14.7% osc@r 8.3% 3eTqfAd Shetaiaal 4, 3R
8% TATHTT dd1 o ¢




e State Efforts:

* States like Kerala and Karnataka are running Information, Education,
and Communication (IEC) campaigns to profile workers, while others
like Tamil Nadu and Odisha have their own programmes.

* el 3R dellceh S8 TS HTHRI T Tl o ToT
a1, T8, 3R TR (IEC) TRATA Tl 3§ g, STdleh
drAees 3R ST S TSI F 9 O FREFHA




* According to the survey, what percentage of sewer and septic tank
workers come from SC, ST, and OBC communities?

FIETUT & ITER, ww@mhmm.mm
F @ Frder wiaerd sc, ST 3w OBC HHEr™T & 3 &7

1.68.9%
2.91.9%
3.83.6%
4.75.2%
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Anvar goes all out against CPI(M) leadership

In public meeti

in Nilambur. MILA calls Pinaravi ‘a liar” and says his popularity waned and people now hate him: Anvar says he gave proof against
smuggling

ADGPS illegal wealth amassment, daiming RSS has done many things using the officiak he reiterates SP Sujith Das was involved in gold

MALAPPURAM

He asked every:
and 1 told him everything

. Anvar. The
Chief Minister had a halo

the

e Frone DI back 10
power in 2021, he said. =1
Sold Mr. Viayan that halo
vanished. and his

gmph has gone o ze-
ro. People hate him now.”
he said_

“Land of lawlessness®
15 an all out attack on the
CPIOV) leadership, Mr.
var asserted that he

had become a land of law-
lessness and about one-
fourth of the police force
had been

nored the solid pieces of

Lone fight: P Arnar during » public meeting in Nalapaur,n on
Sunday against LDF government. SPECLA ARRANGEMENT

pened. The RSS has done
any things in the State us-
e Mr. Afith." he satd-

o he ADGP. -1

The xols abADGD AW
Ajith Kumar in the disap-
pearance of Mami, a real-

Sor Ajiens meg,nl manh
amassment. Nothing hap-

the.
Mo & pather.

ic condition where people
were being branded by

g t degtoy

powu The
ir. Scaria go scot-free after
an -anti-na-
tional” crime of tapping the

n rge gol
smuggling racket centred

around Karipur airport. He
dcscrlbed how the police

eam of Mr. Das snatched
the goid ille, broughe in
by carriers in connivance
with the Customs at
Karipur.

FIR against Anvar
The Kottayam Police regis-

private 3

Mr. Anvar triggered
a political storm _that
caught Chief Ministes

rayi Vijayan's office (CI\IO)
and law enforcement in its
dead centre by broadcast-
ng a

L-G should focus on
curbing crime in
Delhi: Bharadwaj

NEW DELHD

Delhi's ruling Aam Aadmi
on sunday

er in the ci-

and former

Shah over the sit al-
leging that law and order in

has “com

eleceronic recording of a
mobile phone conversa-
tion with Mr. Sujith.

Karnataka plans to act on
caste census report, says CM

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURG

Karnataka Chief Minister
iddar:

sus report
days.

|

Siddaramaiah. o

Backward Class Hostels
here on Si d his
earlier nt  had

The report of the census

Cabinet and take steps to
implement it~ he said.

He pointed out that the
fmplementation of the re-
port was part of the Con-

YouTube channels booked
for ‘defaming’ actor in Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Police booked
several Malayalam You-
Tube news channels, some
focusing on the film indus-

try. for

deprived
and poor may in all
castes, he B.R. Am-

made for

nd videos against veteran
actor and dmector Hata

was the target of a black-
mail and defamation bid

by an actor and a person

tion of FIRs on the charge
of sexual the ac-

tor if the movie maker did
not comply with the duo's
demands.
In his complaint, Mr.
Menon said that calls from
rs beset
him, and he stopped at-
tending them.

ts bis ety oy he
. The

“There
dungle ay-. P:op)e are feel-
he country’s

capial. 1 Dethie Tawe s e
under Amit
take

AAP of trying to mis-
lead people to escape anti-
incum ¥ s

wer
“protection money™ from

ssmen.

The Capital’s law and or-
der comes under the Un-
jon Home Ministry that
manages &t through the

LG,
Delhi Urban Develop-
ment Ainister Saurabh

thzl “thousands of Delhi re-
sidents

8O out of 100 people pre-
there have paid an ex-

tortion amount at

point of time,~ he

one

Praveen Shankar Kapoor
dismissed the accusations,
saying the Minister Is try-

occasional
crime, it is equally impor-
tant 1o recognise that the
crime den

the Delhi Police has been
mendal -
Meanwhile, the Con-
slesx held bot AAP and
BJP responsible for the
—jung;e raj” in Delhi.

SIT starts investigation into
ghee adulteration complaint

The SIT formed hym Andhra Pradesh

ernment met in T

taddu
1GP sarvashi

acting upon the case aled
Nadu-bas Fe

plains by
taking it over from the jurisdictional police.

_l__.e_q@g scare returns to
Tirumala trekking route

Aner abrief

respite. leopard scare comtimies to
the devotees rekking to

umala hills. A

pan:l s Sietetect meak Tae comtral Rt on
Srivarimestu trekking route late on

nighe. Security guards got

_ 1t may
killed a child belonging to
Tirumala

a family tre!
hills through the Alipiri route.

Landslide-prone areas of
Wavanad to come under ESAs

The Kerala government would bring the
under

Fhe final list of ESAs, which may see a further
reduction of land where curbs on development
w: be

to the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Homing skills: ¥outh playng

Merala, on Sunday evening NEMAL HAINDRAN

HYDRAA not to raze
houses till Deepavali

R. Ravikanth Re.
HYDERABAD

Contrary to the fear creat-

them. At the same time,
Bl

‘ires falling under the Full
Tank Level (FTL) of lakes,

but illegal constructions
= business
ed.

‘Cauvery Aarti
to be held in

BENGALURL

The Congress government

Glaciologist digs deep into permafrost
to gauge future climate change disasters

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Possible collapse of perma-
frost, which are perma-
nently frozen rock or soil

to symbolically launch
Can Aarti on the lines

ra celebrations. at Sriran-
gaparna in Mandya.

The decision was taken
after Depury Chief Minister
D.X. Shivakumar held dis-
cussions

the Himal.

S.N. Remya from
who is part ol‘t.hls year In”
dias the

currently based at the Hi
madri

ons with egation
that visited and
war to study the

done at least five days a
week.” said Congress MLC
Dinesh Guligowda.

(L

in some of the disasters in
the Himalayas and it is so-

research as part of India's Arctic gxgea.oun SPECIL ARRANGEMENT

Remya during her

that has to be stu-
says Remya, from
the Himadri station, host-
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search base in Ny-Alesund.

a gaps.
1 have conducted studies

sull don't have much
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a “blackmailer”
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planning.” she says.
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w ent of trying
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in a letter
had said: “an accused, ho-
wever, mighty he




Glaciologist digs deep into permafrost
to gauge future climate change disasters

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Possible collapse of perma-
frost, which are perma-
nently frozen rock or soil
formations, is an emerging
climate change-induced is-
sue in the upper reaches of
the Himalayas. Glaciologist
S.N. Remya from Kerala,
who is part of this year In-
dia’s Arctic Expedition,
currently based at the Hi-
madri research station in
Norway, says that her work
is aimed at identifying the
probability of disasters
due to the collapse and
help provide early warn-
ings to local communities.
“Soil or rock that re-
mains frozen for atleast
two consecutive years is
considered as permafrost.
Underneath the surface,
there would be regions of
ice. Due to global warm-

Understanding nature: Glaciologist S.N. Remya during her
research as part of India’s Arctic Expedition. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ing, this layer of ice will
melt leading to a perma-
frost thaw, causing fluctua-
tions or collapse of the
ground. There have been
cases in Canada and other
places where buildings or
other infrastructure have
collapsed. We still do not
have proof whether per-
mafrost had a role to play
in some of the disasters in
the Himalayas and it is so-

mething that has to be stu-
died,” says Remya, from
the Himadri station, host-
ed by the National Centre
for Polar and Ocean Re-
search (NCPOR) at the In-

ternational Arctic Re-
search base in Ny-Alesund.
Data gaps

“I have conducted studies
in a rock glacier located
closer to our station. We

stil don’t have much
knowledge about perma-
frost in the Indian Hima-
layas. One of the reasons
for the bursting of the
South Lhonak glacial lake
and flooding in Sikkim
could have been this.
There are a lot of data
gaps, which have to be ad-
dressed. Once the study
here is complete, we can
use satellite imagery to
map areas of similar topog-
raphy in the Himalayas.
The aim is to use the know-
ledge to create awareness
among the local communi-
ties for early warnings and
long-term infrastructure
planning,” she says.

One of the issues she
faced during the research
in the Arctic was the pre-
sence of polar bears. Due
to this, she went to the
field in the company of a
guard with a gun.
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Himadri is India’s first research station located at the International Arctic
Research base in Norway.

India is the 11th country after Britain, Germany, France, Italy, China, Japan,
South Korea, The Netherlands, Sweden and Norway to set up a permanent

research station in Ny-Alesund (Town in Oscar Il Land on the island of
Spitsbergen in Svalbard, Norway.)

It is located at a distance of 1,200 kilometres from the North Pole.




The permafrost

timebomb © Emissions from permafrost accelerate

global warming, which then accelerates
the permafrost melt Global
 warming could be much worse
than predicted

Carbon Is released

Into the atmosphere

as the greenhouse gases
'&' €O, and methane
r N
Methane
(CH,)
A greenhouse
gas 25 times
more effective
at trapping
heat than CO,

€) Global e
warming

causes surface
temperatures
to rise

Eermafrost It contains
s perenially frozen il 1,500
billion tonnes
in the Northern of carbon,

‘"i, i([ ?é . 2% more than Forecasts
.l iscurrently in the for CH4 release

atmosphere over the next 200 years
in billions of tonnes 2100 2200

o
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1.Himadri station was opbened considerina the sustained interest shown by
Indian scientists in pursuing scientific studies in the Arctic.

2.The research station Himadri carries out studies in disciplines like
Glaciology, Atmospheric sciences & Biological sciences, etc.

3.The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) (previouslv
known as National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research — NCAOR) is a
nodal aaencv that makes sure the availability of the requisite facilities at
the Himadri.



* Glaciologist Involved:

* S.N. Remya, a glaciologist from Kerala, who is part of India’s Arctic
Expedition and currently based at Himadri Research Station in
Norway, is conducting this research. Her work aims to predict
potential disasters due to the collapse of permafrost and to provide
early warnings to local communities.



* Permafrost Overview:

* Permafrost is defined as soil or rock that remains frozen for at least
two consecutive years.

* Due to global warming, these frozen layers of ice could melt, leading
to permafrost thaw, causing fluctuations and possible collapses,
which may trigger disasters.



 Research Focus:

* There are reports of infrastructure
collapsing in countries like Canada where
permafrost thaw has occurred. In the
Himalayas, the South Lhonak Glacial
Lake burst and flooding in Sikkim could
be linked to permafrost collapse.

* There are significant data gaps in
understanding permafrost in the Indian
Himalayas, which Remya and her team
aim to address.




e Data Collection and Satellite Use:

* Once sufficient data is gathered, satellite imagery will be used to map
areas of similar topography in the Himalayas to create awareness for
early warnings and long-term infrastructure planning in vulnerable
regions.



* Challenges in the Arctic:

* While working in the Arctic, one of
the challenges faced by Remya was
the presence of polar bears,
forcing her to carry out fieldwork
accompanied by a gun for
protection.

e -



e Consider the following statements about permafrost research conducted by S.N.
Remya:

1.Permafrost refers to soil or rock that remains frozen for at least two consecutive
years.

2.The bursting of the South Lhonak glacial lake in Sikkim is directly proven to be caused
by permafrost collapse.

3.S.N. Remya is part of India’s Arctic Expedition, conducting research based at Himadri
Research Station in Norway.

4.0ne of the challenges faced during the research in the Arctic was the presence of
polar bears.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 1, 3, and 4 only
c).2 and 4 only
d) All of the above
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Israeli sir strikes on Yernen killed four people on Sunday and
wounded more than 30, Mouthi media reported, after the israeli
military said it struck targets in the Iran-backed rebels’ territory
including Hodeida. It added that ambulance and rescue teams were.
still searching for missing people. w=

KYIV

At least 13 wounded in southern
w

At least 13 people were wounded on Sunday in 3 series of Russian

strikes on Zaporizhzl

hia in southern Ukraine,

ISLAMABAD

Se atists kill seven labourers
in Pakistan’s restive Balochistan

PUERTO DE LA ESTACA
Search resumes for 48 missing
migrants off Spanish Canaries

REUTERS.

announced. The regional capial was hit by severst “massive aerist

strikes" 3t dawn, they said.

e, Russia’s Defence Ministry

claimed that it took the village of Makinda in Luhansk region. w2

[ ~

Atteast s from Punjab pe itled By o Sunday resumed searching for at least 48 migrants,
on i sy their boat j

Suncy. The labourers from Multan were shot dead Late on 23 it was being rescued off Spain's Canary Islands,

Saturday night when they pinan i

house in area of Panjg . »n which had set cut from Mauritania overturmed off £ Hierro. s

China says it
stands for
Lebanon’s
sovereignty

o Seikeon Beir
leader Hassan

Nasrallah-
Nasrallsh’s  death s
widely constdered a signif-
blow e Iran-

aligned group as it reels

s
China urges all parties
especially Israel to im-
mediately cool the situa-

uate or move o safer areas
soon as possibler the
Chinese embassy said.

Air strikes by Israel kill 11
Palestinians in Gaza Strip

The Istaeli milits

CARO

saeli milicary serdl
across mp
have killed at least 1
Palestinians, health
cials in the enclave said on
Sunday. as Israeli planes
bombarded several north-
ern, cennz] and southern
rea:

A schootl shelering dis-

ties and its popu-

lenies.
In another strike. lhree
people were killed

¢ said it struck Hamas militants

from a command centre embedded in
a compound that previously served as Um Al-Fahm bchoo! Hamas denies using civilians as cover

Wars tolk: A school partisiy destroyed by israel

house in Gaza City. medics
said. Four others were
killed in three separate air
strikes in Nuseirat and

Yo in central and
southern parts of the Gaza
strip.

Israeli forces pursued
their operations in Rafah,
near the border with
Egypt. and in Gaza City's
subush of Zeftoun, where
forces blew up several
houses, according to_resi-
dents and Hamas.

.
Your in the southern Gaza Strip, amid the lurmel Harmas wat. AFP

On Sunday, the Israeli

e
o “dismantle” Hamas.

Tunnels discovered
1t said troops discovered
unde:

and dismantled an .-
ground tunnel route that is
approximately one km

a o
ings and civilian spaces in

central Gaza that

Fighting and tsraeli mili-
tary activities in Gaza
declined in the past week
as Israel escalated its mili-

strike on Friday. The group
=

170 killed as floods and
landslides batter Nepal

KATHMANDU

Residents of Nepal's flood-

hit capital returned to their

mud-caked homes on Sun-
recl

during the monsoon sea-
2on. from June 5 Sepuem-
ber bure climate
inge s Increasing thelr
frequency and severity.

Desperate search: Rescue personnel work to retrieve the bodies of

wictime
said that bulldozers were
being used to clear several
ws that had been
blocked by debris, cutting
from the

death on Saturday.

Most of Gaza's popula-
tion of 2.3 million have
been displaced by the war,
in which 41,500 Palesti-
nians have been killed., ac-

Gaza health
authorities.

Israel and Hamas have
been fighting since gun-
men from the

Entire hoods
in Kathmandu were inun-
dated over the weekend
with flash floods reported
in rivers coursing through
the capilal and extensive
damage to highways con-
necting the city with the
rest of Nepal.

Nepal’s National Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and

militant group stormed in-

to southern Israel on Oc-

tober 7, killing 1,200 peo-

ple and capturing about

250 hostages, going by Is-
raeli tallses.

3aid 170 people had been
across the country
wlth 42

missing.
Home Ministry spokes-
person Rishi Ram Tiwari

rest of the country.

“More than 3,000 peo-
ple have been rescued,” he
adde

d
Az least 14 of those killed

wer ©
and were buried alive
whes from a -

Dhading district chlel Ra’
jendra Dev Pandey

The valley in whbch Khe
capital sits record
millimetres of raln in the
24 hours to Saturday morn:
ing. the country's weather

2 landslide in Dhading, Nepal, on Sunday. REUTERS

bureau told the Kathman-
du newspaper.

It was the highest rain-
fall recorded in Kathman-
du since at least 1970, the
res-

after weather forced a
complete stoppage from

Friday evening. more
than 150  departures
cancelled.

Monsoon from

June to September bring

m.
d land-

es has increased in re-
centy years.

U.S. strikes on Syria
kill 37 “affiliated with
extremist groups’

uT

in Syria, 37 militants affi-
Hated with the extremist Is-

the United States military
said on Sunday. Two of the
dead were senior militants,
it said.

U.S. Central Command
sakd It struck
Syria on Tuesday, targeting
a sensor militant from the
al-Qaeda-linked Hurras al-
Deen group and eight oth-
ers. They say he was res-

msible for _overseeing
military operations.

They also announced a

strike from earlier this
month on September 16,

Syria. Thar attack 28
militants.
“The air strike will dis-

an undisclosed number of

by the extremist Istamic
State group.

Divided opinion

4]
Rising nationalism: Demonstratoes gather nesr 3 banner depicting Portuguese far-right party Chega's lesder Andrea Vertura during =

" calied by Chega in Lisbon on Sundiy. AFP

Austria holds election
with far-right bidding

for a historic victory

Beuters
VIENNA

Austrians elect 3 new Par-
namem on Sunday
rar-right Freedom Par-
v a0y aiming to secure
its first general election
win in a neck-and-neck
race with the ruling con-
servatives that has been

by wart
‘worrtes and immig;
Having led opinion polls  as a toxic menace.
for months, the FPO's edge An FPO victory would
over the Austrian People’s  make Austria the latest Eu-
Party (OVP) has shrunk to  ropean Union country to
almass as Chancel-  register surging far-right
lor Karl Nehammer casts 1t after gains in
e -

asa and
depicts his rival, far-right
FPO leader Herbert Kickl,

e
Netherlands, France and
any.

Bangladesh interim govt. should make way
for a more efficient set-up: former BNP MP

NEW DELHI

with countrywide inci-
denes of lynching of palkt-

cmnsu from the de
posed Awami League an
violence in (he
Ehinagong BB i the

taw and order machinery
Bangladesh was not
functioning and. called
upon the Yunus adminis-
tration to make way for a

“more efficient™ set-up.
“The movern-
ment is not elected by the
ple and it is only an
that

nder Prof. Muhsmmad
Yunus-led interim govern-
ment has trned ‘clumsy-,
said a
the sangimgsh
Party (BNP). Former BNP
member of Parlsament, Ru-
meen Farhana, said the

elected

can be held accountable
for its acts of omission and
commission. The interim
government should hand
over power to a more effi-
clent government If they
are unable to deal with th
Present challenges.” sald

Ms. Farhana Ms. Farhana
had been a member of Par-
lament during the Sheikh
Hasina years and was not-
ed for her fiery criticism of
the Awami League govern-
m

“If thi rnment is
still not able to control kaw

mittees that are expected
to come out with reports

suggesting reforms in va-
riowus sectors. Burt the re-
form agenda of the govern-
ment has been
overshadowed by frequent
reports of ‘mob justice’ or

ing cuvists of

Awami Le:
and extortion

of private entrepreneurs.
Ms. Farhana said that
the lack of strict policing

ice forces of Bangladesh
were disinclin
against o

Hurricane Helene leaves at least 69 dead
as losses of a lifetime devastate residents

RBeuters
NOKTH CAROLINA

States across the
tern US. started a massive
cleanup and recovery ef-
fort on S after winds,
rain and storm surges from
Hurricane Helene snuffe

out power for millions,
destroyed roads and bridg-
es, and caused catastroph-
ic flooding from Florida to
Virginia

The storm killed at least
69 people, according to
state and local officals in
South Carolina, Florida,

Aresident mspects damages of his house after Murricane Helene
made landfall in Horseshoe Beach, Florida, on Saturday. A7

Georgia, North Carolina
and cials

ranged from $1S billion to
more than $100 billion, in-
surers and forecasters said
over the weekend. Proper-

dai o eco-

w mage an.
> ]

nomic cuput will become
clearer as officials assess

‘water systems, communi-
cations and critical tran-
sportation routes across
the region, according to
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. The
Army Corps of Engineers
will start assessing damage
0 waktex: Syisons on Sins:
day, FEMA % ghly
57 mililon_customers re.
mained without power on
Sunday, a U.S. Energy De-

partment official sasd.
Amx

—+




Hurricane Helene leaves at least 69 dead
as losses of a lifetime devastate residents

Reuters
NORTH CAROLINA

States across the Southeas-
tern U.S. started a massive
cleanup and recovery ef-
fort on Sunday after winds,
rain and storm surges from
Hurricane Helene snuffed
out power for millions,
destroyed roads and bridg-
es, and caused catastroph-
ic flooding from Florida to
Virginia.

The storm killed at least
69 people, according to
state and local officials in
South Carolina, Florida,

—

A resident inspects damages of his house after Hurricane Helene

made landfall in Horseshoe Beach, Florida, on Saturday. AFp

Georgia, North Carolina
and Virginia. Officials
feared still more bodies
would be discovered.
Damage estimates

ranged from $15 billion to
more than $100 billion, in-
surers and forecasters said
over the weekend. Proper-
ty damage and lost eco-
-

nomic output will become
clearer as officials assess
the destruction.

The storm has damaged
water systems, communi-
cations and critical tran-
sportation routes across
the region, according to
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. The
Army Corps of Engineers
will start assessing damage
to water systems on Sun-
day, FEMA said. Roughly
2.7 million customers re-
mained without power on
Sunday, a U.S. Energy De-
partment official said.

A ALY



The difference between storms
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Hurricanes, cyclones, and typhoons are all the
same weather phenomenon - we just use different
names for these storms in different places.
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Fig: Distribution of cyclones in tropical regions.



How are hurricanes different from tornadoes?
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CONSUMER SPENDING LIKELY TO TOUCH ZT5 LAKH CRORE

Retailers live on hope for
late festive season push

FESTIVE SEASON: SALES TREND

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai,

fox foreign direct

investments (FDis) ﬂnw|nz into
the country, taking
sirnitanr systens in cther
countries that are high on global
investors radar, reports Mukesh
Jagota The pfopcul isata

discussion stage.” 3 senicr
icial said. mPacE 2

ENERGY FIRMS AIM
TO MAKE CHEAPER
GREEN HYDROGEN

becomes the

SEHRA-DIWALI FESTIV-

gish so fas this festive scason?
Retaile: g their fingers
Croased that e will,

Sales during the first three days

ing by initial indica-
tions from industry executives.
Makers of a host of rn\erdland

oods to

5.0
12

38
2024°

Dolotts inda,
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600
700

Food &
Grocery
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READ TO LEAD

Small investors
want more IPO
shares, get less

VIVEK KUMAR M
Mumbai, September 29

AT ATIME when applications from
small investoes for atial

Data from the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) shows that retail
investors have received a share of
19.69% in 1PO share allocations as
compared to 26.29% in FY 24, with
same of the bigger offerings allo-
cating a larger share to qualified
institutional b IBs).

I AS GREEN HYDROGEN

energy,

revive in Octo-

such as Avaada, Hygenco,
Thermax and others are working
on reducing its cost and make it
more econcmical, report
Raghavendra Kamath, Geeta
Nair & Arunima Bharadwaij.
Reliance industries and Adani
Group have already announced
their plans to make green
hydrogen cheaper. mPAcE &

MORE NEW-AGE
CONSUMER FIRMS
EYE EARLY LISTING

-
expected to list by the end of
FY25. meacea

GOVT TO REVAMP
SCHEMES FOR SCs,
STs, MINORITIES
THE NITIAAYOG has

initiated a revamp of
varicus centrally

counts on soee peodacts could be
much highes this time aroun:

Consumes spending is likely to
touch T5 kakh crore thi

son.That'sabout 25% more than the
spends of T4 lakh crore during the
Dussehra-Diwal iod kast year,
according to estimates by Deloitte

and and the.
of All India Tradess (CAIT)

c Kushal
Redseer St =ai said the
This is despite 2 weak stact to the
ongoing e-co salesfestivals.  have

value during prhoapoeeress season,

Govt to modify ITP: More
datasets & new base year

Forms 21-member
review committee
PRIYANSH VERMA

New Delhi, September 29

THE GOVERNMENT IS working on
the

questioning the volatility and fre-
quent revisons.
According to sources, the ministry
of statistics and programme smple-
mentation (MoSPT) has constituted a
technical advis

DATA INTEGRITY

mBase year of
new IP series
may be 2022-23.
Itis currently
2011-12

According to Pranav Haldea,
MD of PRIME Database Group,
for retail was

Continved on Page 13

Small nuclear
reactors get
traction, pvt

mData from
Annual Survey
ofind

loweras®in thelast 4-5 months, we
had more tech companics
coming to the market”

Accosding to the Securities and

ange Board of India (Sebi) reg-

ulations, issuers can allot a mini-
msm of 359% of their IPO shares to
retail investors only if they meet
certain, ity criteria.inchuding
et tangible asiets of at least T3
crore and a net worth of at least T1
cromein each of the preceding three
years, and an averag

FALLING AI.LOCATIONS

IPO aliacation in % on mainboaed
P

e I 2520
i
[ ea=1

19.60

criteria. H

they

e a Profit of 115 crore pre
" players Chlp 1IN cadingehree 1PO consideration accornding to NSE
mPanetwit data A QIBsin
ety ANILSASI criteria, then it bax to aliota mini-  the T oeita T e ta)
5 gw New Deilhi, 29 of 75% of the IPO shares to ~ 65.39% so far in FY25 as against
q Olﬂs.a maximum of 15%tonon-  55.8%inFY24, the data L
numbers while LANSTO gt 0%0 to d

ular reactors (SMRs) are yielding

some posstives with a handful of pri-

ki plapie loarid s bt astrsrn

interest in deploying these at their

captive site. Sincs the talks are sersi-
said

2022-23 weill
be used for
new factory
cutput series

maynulbeapptvpru at this stage.
SMRs — witha capacityof 30MWe

300 MWe per unit — arc scenas

impostant for ouclear eneegy to

isory
headed by Mridul K Saggar, a former

mittee. Apart from.
year of 1P with the proposed new

opticnn Irxdiats pustinng fox  teader-
ship siot in this small reactor space,
v i ey gt

llrplldwﬂrxplﬂeﬁKInr?fﬁn—

under law & order and justice
delivery to a3sess eact
cheme’s relevance,

e base year for the 1IP is now
2011-12 The ministry, as reported
cartics, is aiming to mtroduce 2022-

and
reports fe Bureau. MPAGEZ

BANKS SEE SURGE
IN GOLD LOANS
AS PRICES SOAR

TH GOLD PRICES
reaching record high
levels, the demand for

d loans from banks
has significantly e i rbcknt
months, reports
Loans against okﬁjew:llery

early A0% i July
and 31% in June this year,
compared with 16% and 19% in
lhe same months last year, as
Reserve Bank of India

RB0 data. meaczs

ruary 2026 on that base. As per an

Dmiting S s technology p

t came
tothes pumary market gy ill Auguse

th
26 companies mobilised 236,197
gh their IPOs.

this year, 1

i 1s

PLI firms to get
easier access to
govt tenders

3 ' forcign policy pitch. The govern.  MUKESHIAGOTA interaction with CEO= of 140 PLI
stems are push comes at 2 time when i, 29 i cay, I
~ s (special procusement cegime
ase year of 2011-12, which are i — Russiaand China—  THE scer forPLI
Chabeed o405 e groups” per- ing it difficult B a Son in the public procure.  and | have asked officials to Sxamine
taining to “sector. = ? i i it Ve wi can
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New D2C firms make faster offline forays

S SHANTHI
Bengaluru, September 29

NEWER DIRECT-TO-CONSUMER
(D2C) brands aze getting into the

Sol
Mokobara are making an offline

EXPANDING REACH

to 5-9 years earlier

= Many believe offl
stores help reach

traditional consumers
and establish

forayi
earlier, as compared to the 5-9
years an average that D2C brands

stch, founded

VIKRAM GUPTA, FOUNDER AND
MANAGING PARTNER, [VYCAS VENTURES

—
THERE ARE MANY
OFFLINE MODELS
WITH DIFFERENT
ECONOMICS A FIRM
CAN CHOOSE
FROM NOW

and CEO, Snitch, told

‘While many startupswere reluc-
it would

market opportunities for ther.
Comumerce and industry minister

1 and Class I supplicss (sooner)”
A Class 1 supplier is one whose

Piyush Goyal has pro- goods, services o
3 5 works offered for pro-

out forPL 2 'AND has local
when_ the h- NDUSTRY MINISTER content of 50% o
mment invites bids for e = Class II sup-
plicr = the one with the

consumption,

its

including  putting

s of

nez, vyCap Ventures, points out, :‘helrptnduc‘sun the

there is a multiplier effect_"Also,  fast track Inaddition,
- > Rocer - b

5 and indi-

from, such as COCO (comy
owned, company-operated

genisation for the tag
of Class1and I supgpli-

FOCO
operated) modets,” Gupta sd.

under the public pro-

policy
be relaxed for o

such as boAt, Mamaearth, Blue-  in 2019,alrexdy has 25 storesopes-  FE. IlerbyAngcl 2 D2C brand that  investments, BlackSoil, believes
stone, Licious, Melorra, Plum took.  ational across s, Hydes products  offfine reach tradi aking

& abad, Py bai.  forbabi juustlast yeas ibils under the PLI
hasexpanded to: pr: i resrend By 2025, we plan to lmnd! more  but already runs more than 1,300 ps
within a year of starting its opera-  than 40 stores, ngas-  retail 13 Continued on Page 13 Goyalsaid.afteran

DEMAND FOR COLDPLAY'S UPCOMING

MUMBAI CONCERTS 60 TIMES THE NUMBER OF TICKETS

=~ GOVERNMENT

India’s live entertainment economy booms, so does scalpmg

RITWIK SHARMA
New Dethi, September 29

IN 2007, WHEN hard rock legends
Led Z i ceumitod after nearly
three decades, the concert webs:

crashed immediately at one million
fans logged in to grab less than
20,000 tickets. Such freazy had

FEVER PITCH
13 million
fans vied for 150,000 tickets

for Coldplay’s upcoming
Mumbai concerts in fanuary 2025

with higher salaries, stabiity
& skill growth

lor o ©

Folect 3 police complaint = Erctrated

ol &

= Demand for premium live
entestainment surged S2% last
year over 202

tickets for fans” Live

=

which promotes several big namesi
- o~ .

MyShow data

= About

13.5mn

pecple attended

ates. Tickess listed o1
from a range of eurces .nchumg

¥ ing market for i i
“The success of Lollapalooza Ind
(2023 and. i

fessional reseflers, corporate ticket
holders, icket hokd,

playsales highlight theuntapped fan
demand for live With

sors, and fans who simply can no

nearly 209% of the world's popula-

Amit Gurbancani, musicjourmnalist

across over

been unheard of in |ndi'; for mTickets, priced at
decades. But not anymos
Tast week, schets for upcoming. 2.2,000-35,000,
uary 2023
e were resold at sky- hughmml\m forup toT1olakh
b than 13 milson people swarmed to
2,000 to 35,000, the ti
lifeline for GCCs for 150,000 tickets. The phl[onn listed at reselfing. teye
= tseif from resclles (ratering rates that shot up to T10

lakh_On behalf of fas

“60 times the number of available
Hickets""With o many eages fasss,
to

international local fans,
while also helping to expand the
global populasity of Southeast Asian
pop with audiences worldwide,” the
Fepresentativeadded.

spokesperson for Viagoge, a
Switscriand based platform that
C

Live Nation

filed ik iy e Mo

Originally priced in the range of

Police’s economic offences wing

aO o o

A
acknowledged the record demand
in India for Coldplay, putting it at

tackling scatpers (those who buy
and resell tickets at

cldplay
tickets, told FE, “Viagogo is a safe,

prices) and ing access to

financialexp.epantini,. @ @

Our platform

New Dethi

aeoe O

The Indsan Music
Charts Podcast, said that although &

is comman abroad, it is arguably the
first time that India is witnessing

hearin,
paid 10 times the ticket price forTay -
loe Swift in the US."he.

Continued on Page 13




Hunting For Happiness In A

Material World

(% oes) (&) (a)

THE SPEAKING TREE




* Prof. Samdhong Rinpoche,
speaking at the ‘Spirit of Tibet’
festival, explains that happiness is a
mental attitude, not dependent on
material possessions, which often

lead to greed and a cycle of joy and
SOrrow.

e -



* True happiness comes from overcoming ignorance and negative
emotions, such as fear, anxiety, and anger. Sustainable happiness is
linked to inner peace, and Buddhists believe all sentient beings are
equal, sharing the desire for happiness



* He advocates overcoming anger
with compassion and violence with

love, emphasizing that self-control
leads to freedom and

understanding of oneself, which
are crucial for true happiness.




Hike in Minimum Wages



* Recently, the Union government hiked central minimum wages for
agricultural and industrial workers.

* The increase is made under the provisions of the Minimum Wages
Act, 1948 which empowers both the central and state governments to
fix, review, and revise the minimum wages.

* A minimum or floor wage represents the lowest remuneration that
employers are legally required to pay their workers.



* The government revises minimum wage rates twice a year.

* These adjustments are linked to the Consumer Price Index for
Industrial Workers (CPI-IW).

* CPI-IW measures the relative changes in retail prices of fixed basket of
goods and services consumed by industrial workers over a period of
time. The Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour and Employment,
releases CPI-IW.



WHAT'S THE WAGE FLOOR
DIFFERENCE? 176 a day

LIVING WAGE Takes  Current national
Into account basic wage floor, not

expenses such as revised since 2017 ' 2%

housing, food,
clothing, education
and healthcare, and
standard of living

even less than that
In a few states

V T i :
Not binding, so it’s |

V Paap—

MINIMUM WAGE 2375 aday

Based on labour Wage floor proposed by
productivity and Anoop Satpathy panel in 2019
skillsets V

2% Was put on New panel
Living wages backburner Firming up
higher than with outbreak = report to set
minimum wages of pandemic wage floor




Jivitputrika
Festival




* Around 46 people, including 37 children, drowned while taking holy
dip in rivers and ponds in several districts of Bihar during the
‘Jivitputrika’ festival.

 About

« Jivitputrika Vrat (Jitiya Vrat), Is a significant festival dedicated
to the well-being and prosperity of children, observed primarily
by mothers.

* It involves women fasting and taking a holy dip.



Region: It is celebrated in several states across India,
including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand, as
well as Nepal.

Duration: This festival spans three days, taking place
during the seventh to ninth lunar day of Krishna-
Paksha in the month of Ashvin.

The celebration begins with Nahai-Khai, where
mothers take a purifying bath and eat a nourishing
meal.



Bharat 6G Alliance




 The Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA) presented detailed action plans
for 6G technology development during a high-level meeting in
Bengaluru.

« About Bharat 6G Alliance

* The Bharat 6G Alliance is a collaborative platform bringing
together academia, industry, and government to build a
comprehensive 6G ecosystem in India.

* The Alliance focuses on research, development, and
standardization of 6G technology, with the goal of making India
a global leader in the emerging 6G landscape



Bharat 6G Vision”

In 2023, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi unveiled India’s “Bharat 6G Vision,”
aiming for the country to take a leading role in the design, development, and
Implementation of 6G technology by 2030.

The Bharat 6G Vision is built on three core principles: affordability, sustainability,
and ubiquity.

It seeks to position India as a global leader in delivering innovative and cost-
effective telecom solutions that benefit society.



Word of the day

Illusory:

based on or having the nature of aniillusion.

Usa £€: His hopes would soon prove to be

illusory.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/illusorypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /rlus(a)i/, /rlu:z(a)ai/
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