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• Supreme Court's View:

• The SC stated that there was no evidence to 
support the claim that animal fat was used 
in the laddus.

• The Court reprimanded the CM for making 
such statements without proof, especially 
given his role as a high constitutional 
functionary.

• It emphasized the importance of separating 
religion from politics, urging that "gods 
should be kept away from politics."



• Special Investigation Team (SIT):

• A SIT had been set up to investigate the claims of contamination in 
the prasad (holy offering) on September 26, following a First 
Information Report (FIR) filed on September 25.

• The SC asked the SIT to "hold its hands" until the next hearing on 
October 3, 2024, and suggested that the investigation could be 
transferred to an independent Central agency.



• Justice Gavai's Remarks:

• The SC Justices expressed their concern that 
public statements could hurt the sentiments 
of millions of devotees.

• It was noted that test reports available did 
not support the claim of contamination, and 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) denied 
any wrongdoing.



Statements on Laddus:

Senior advocate Siddharth Luthra, representing the TTD, mentioned that while 
some people complained about the taste of the laddus, the allegations of 
contamination were unfounded.

Justice Gavai questioned the intent behind sending the laddus for testing, 
implying it might have been politically motivated.



• The SC urged a more cautious approach 
when dealing with sensitive religious matters 
and asked to halt the probe until further 
investigation.







• The Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) is prepared every month and 
released by the Office of the Economic Adviser (OEA), Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), and Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry.

• The choice of the base year of ICI is according to the choice of base year 
for the IIP.

• The base year in the current series of ICI is 2011-12.

•



• The article reports that India's core sector 
output contracted for the first time in 42 
months, registering a 1.8% year-on-year 
decline in August 2024. This marks the first 
contraction since February 2021. Key points 
include:



• Contraction in Core Sectors:

• Six out of eight infrastructure segments experienced a year-on-year 
contraction in production. These sectors include electricity, coal, 
refinery products, and cement.

• Fertilizer and steel output grew, but at a slower pace than before. The 
4.5% growth in steel production was the slowest in 26 months.



• Specific Sector Performance:

• Electricity generation dropped to a five-month 
low in August, while refinery products hit a six-
month low.

• Coal and electricity recorded their first 
contraction in over a year, with coal production 
declining by 8.1% and electricity by 5%.

• Cement production shrank by 3%, the worst 
performance in nine months, while refinery 
products fell for the second consecutive month 
by 1.6%.

• Fertilizer output increased by 3.2%.



• Index of Core Industries (ICI):

• The ICI, which accounts for 40% of the broader Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP), stood at 155.8 in August, marking its third 
consecutive monthly decline. This was 4.2% lower than July's levels.



• In the ‘Index of Eight Core Industries’, which 
one of the following is given the highest 
weight? (2015)

• (a) Coal production
(b) Electricity generation
(c) Fertilizer production
(d) Steel production











• Mithun Chakraborty's Career:

• Mithun Chakraborty began his career with the film Mrigayaa (1976), for 
which he won the National Film Award for Best Actor.

• He gained widespread popularity in the 1980s with his role in Disco Dancer
(1982), which made him a sensation in India and internationally.

• Chakraborty has acted in over 350 films in various languages, including 
Hindi, Bengali, Odia, Bhojpuri, and Telugu, and is known for his diverse 
performances across genres like action, drama, and comedy.

• He has won numerous awards, including three National Film Awards and 
the Padma Bhushan.



• Recognition and Statements:

• Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw
made the official announcement.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi called Mithun a "cultural icon" 
admired across generations and lauded his contributions to Indian 
cinema.

• The actor's journey from humble beginnings to becoming an icon is 
celebrated, with emphasis on his dedication, passion, and versatility.



• Social Contributions:

• Beyond cinema, Mithun Chakraborty has 
been active in social causes, participating in 
initiatives related to education, healthcare, 
and helping underprivileged communities.







The Sakharov Prize for Freedom 
of Thought, commonly known as 

the Sakharov Prize, is an 
honorary award for individuals or 
groups who have dedicated their 

lives to the defence of human 
rights and freedom of thought.

Named after Russian scientist 
and dissident Andrei Sakharov, 

the prize was established in 
December 1988 by the European 

Parliament.



• The first prize was awarded jointly to South 
African Nelson Mandela and Russian Anatoly 
Marchenko. The 1990 award was given to 
Aung San Suu Kyi, but she could not receive 
it until 2013 as a result of her political 
imprisonment in Burma.





















Reforming Bail 
Provisions



Recently, the Supreme Court 
(SC) disapproved of using the 

Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002 

“as a tool” to prolong the 
incarceration of an accused. 

It ruled that constitutional 
courts will not allow 

indefinite pretrial detention 
under the anti-money 

laundering law.



No Arbitrary Detention: Although there is a prima facie case against an accused, the court can 
rule in favour of his release due to the prolonged detention without a clear timeline for the trial.

Stringent provisions of the PMLA, 2002, especially Section 
45, should not result in arbitrary detention of the accused.

What are the Key Points of SC's Ruling on PMLA and Bail?



• According to Section 45 of the 
PMLA, 2002 bail can be granted to an 
accused in a money laundering case 
only if two conditions are satisfied.

• The person has to prove in court 
that he or she is prima facie 
innocent of the offence.

• The accused should be able 
to convince the judge s/he 
would not commit any 
offence while on bail.



• Bail Principles Affirmed:

• The court reaffirmed the principle that “bail is the rule, and jail is 
the exception” in India’s criminal jurisprudence.

• It was noted that the high threshold for bail under PMLA 
must not lead to an indefinite loss of personal liberty for the 
accused.



• Judicial Concerns on Delayed Trials: 

• The ruling highlighted the intersection of 
delayed trials and harsh bail provisions 
under special laws like PMLA, 2002, or 
UAPA, 1967 and Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 
(NDPS).

• The expeditious disposal of trials is 
necessary and should be integrated into 
the interpretation of these laws.



What are the Concerns Regarding India's Bail System?

High Proportion of Undertrials

Undermines Principle of 'Presumption of Innocence

Lack of Empirical Evidence

Challenges in Bail Adjudication:



With reference to India, consider the following statements: (2021)

When a prisoner makes out a sufficient case, parole cannot be denied to such prisoner because it 
becomes a matter of his/her right.

State Governments have their own Prisoners Release on Parole Rules.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither I nor 2



World Rabies 
Day 2024





It is a viral, vaccine-preventable zoonotic 
disease. 

It is caused by a Ribonucleic Acid (RNA) virus 
that is present in the saliva of a rabid animal 
(dog, cat, monkey, etc). 

It is primarily transmitted to humans through 
bites from infected dogs, and despite being 
entirely preventable with timely vaccinations.



Once clinical symptoms 
appear, rabies is virtually 

100% fatal. The death 
invariably occurs in four 

days to two weeks due to 
cardio-respiratory failure. 

The incubation period 
varies from 2–3 months 

but may vary from 1 week 
to 1 year, or rarely even 

more.



What do we Need to Know About World Rabies Day (WRD)?

About: It was first launched in 2007. 

It marks the death anniversary of Louis Pasteur, who developed the first rabies vaccine.

Louis Pasteur was a French chemist, pharmacist, and microbiologist renowned for his 
discoveries of the principles of vaccination, microbial fermentation, and pasteurisation.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has set an ambitious goal to eliminate dog-
mediated rabies by 2030.



• Theme:

• The theme for WRD 2024 is 'Breaking 
Rabies Boundaries'.

• It emphasises the One Health 
approach, which stresses the 
importance of collaboration between 
human health, animal health, and 
environmental sectors.



Rabies in India: 

In 2021, rabies in India accounted for 59,000 deaths, 
constituting 35% of the global total, with 96% of these cases 
stemming from dog bites.

The economic burden of dog-mediated rabies in India was 
estimated at USD 8.6 billion. Newer rabies immunoglobulin 
(Rabies Ig) vaccines are used for rabies prevention.



Marburg Viral 
Disease



Many people have died in Rwanda following an outbreak of 
the Marburg Viral Disease.

About Marburg Viral Disease

It is a severe, highly infectious hemorrhagic fever similar to Ebola 
belongs to the filovirus family.

The natural host of the Marburg virus is the African fruit bat, which 
carries the pathogen. The virus can be transmitted from bats to 
primates, including humans.



The virus was first 
identified in 1967 in 

Marburg, Germany, after 
workers contracted it from 
infected green monkeys.

There are currently no 
approved vaccines or 
antiviral treatments.







Kerala’s ‘RRR Champion’ 
Initiative



• Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
praised the ‘Waste to Wealth’ 
mantra and its success through 
the Swachh Bharat Mission, 
highlighting the importance of 
‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.’

•



• RRR Champion’ Initiative

• The Prime Minister mentioned Mr. 
Subramanian, a 74-year-old from 
Kozhikode, Kerala, who has repaired 
over 23,000 chairs, making them 
reusable.

• Mr. Subramanian is known as the ‘Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle’ (RRR) Champion for his 
unique efforts.



• His work can be seen in 
various offices such as 
Kozhikode Civil Station, 
PWD, LIC, and BSNL.

• The principles of 3R – Reduce 
,Reuse and Recycle – have 
been an integral part of Indian 
culture.

• Preserving biodiversity, 
sustainable living and 
peaceful coexistence with 
nature have been the 
guiding philosophy of the 
Indian way of life and have 
always been part of the 
teachings of ancient 
scriptures



Operation 
Amrith



• Kerala has taken a significant step in combating antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) by launching Operation Amrith, enforcing the 
2011 H1 rule to prohibit the over-the-counter (OTC) sale of 
antibiotics.

• About Operation Amrith:

• Aim: To curb the irrational use of antibiotics by banning their 
sale without a prescription, reducing the rise of antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR).

• Launched by: Kerala government in 2023.



• Features:Strict enforcement of the 2011 H1 rule, which bans 
the OTC sale of all classes of antibiotics (first, second, and 
third-line) without a doctor’s prescription.

• Targeting pharmacies, hospitals, and other medical stores to 
ensure compliance.

• Kerala remained committed to the 2011 rule, unlike other states 
which followed a modified 2013 rule allowing OTC sales of first-
line antibiotics.



• Focuses on antibiotic 
stewardship to prevent the 
misuse of antibiotics, thus 
mitigating the threat of AMR.

• Targets:

• To completely stop the OTC sale 
of antibiotics without 
prescriptions by the end of 2024.

• Achieve a sustained reduction in 
antibiotic misuse, which has 
already resulted in a ₹1,000 
crore decline in sales.









Thank you 
guys.


