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• Supreme Court Judgment:

• The Supreme Court ruled that caste-based discrimination and 
segregation of work in prisons violate fundamental human dignity.

• Segregation of inmates based on caste hierarchy or categorizing 
certain groups, like the de-notified tribes, as "habitual offenders" is 
oppressive and unconstitutional.



• Key Directives by the Court:

• Prison Manuals Revision: States and Union Territories are directed to 
revise their Prison Manuals or rules within three months.

• Removal of 'Caste Column': References to "caste" in prison registers and 
documents must be removed.

• Elimination of 'Habitual Offender' References: Any reference to habitual 
offenders based on caste in prison documents is deemed unconstitutional.

• Address Caste-Based Discrimination: The Centre must address caste-based 
discrimination in the Model Prison Manual 2016 and the Model Prisons 
and Correctional Services Act 2023.



• Constitutional Perspective:

• The court reaffirmed that everyone is born equal, and lifelong stigma 
based on caste cannot persist in a democratic society.

• Article 17 of the Constitution: The judgment underscored that caste-
based discrimination, especially in assigning tasks like cleaning or 
sweeping based on caste, violates Article 17, which prohibits 
untouchability.



Historical Reference:

The judgment acknowledged that despite 75 years of independence, 
the country has yet to fully eliminate caste discrimination.

The court emphasized the need for the state to refrain from 
perpetuating caste discrimination, especially in correctional facilities.



Prohibition of Manual Scavenging:

The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013, was highlighted as binding in prisons as well.

Compelling marginalized caste inmates to perform menial tasks based 
solely on caste is declared unconstitutional and a form of coercion.





This is part of the one-year internship scheme announced in the Union Budget 
to bridge the skill gap between employable youth and employer needs.

The Union government launched a portal for India’s top 500 companies to 
offer internships.

Launch of Portal:



Corporate Participation:

Within hours of the launch, 111 corporates, including big names like Mahindra 
and Mahindra, Max Life Insurance, and Alembic Pharma, signed up.

These companies collectively offered 1,077 internships at the start.
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Internship Details:

The process aims to result in approximately 1 lakh youth joining internships by 
December 2.

The Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme in Top Companies targets to train 1 crore 
youth over five years, with an initial cost of ₹800 crore for the pilot project.

Data from candidates will be matched with company requirements using artificial 
intelligence, and a shortlist will be generated for companies to review.



• Eligibility and Exclusions:

• The scheme is open to candidates who have passed high school, hold an ITI 
certificate, or have completed degrees such as BA, B.Sc., B.Com, BCA, BBA, or 
B.Pharma.

• Unemployed youth enrolled in online or distance learning courses are also 
eligible to apply.

• However, the scheme excludes postgraduates, permanent government 
employees' children, and graduates from premier institutes like IITs, IIMs, NIDs, 
and professionals with qualifications like CA, CS, and MBBS.

• Individuals from households with an income of over ₹8 lakh in 2023-24 are not 
eligible for the program.



• Internship Window:

• The portal will open for applicants on Vijaya Dasami (October 12), and the 
first batch will close by October 25 for internship consideration.

• Purpose and Benefits:

• This scheme aims to reduce unemployment among youth by bridging the 
gap between educational qualifications and industry requirements.

• It will assist companies in finding suitable candidates while giving youth 
valuable on-the-job training.











• It is an overseas territory of the United Kingdom that was established on 
November 8, 1965.

• Its key islands include the Diego Garcia atoll, Danger Island, Egmont Islands, 
Eagle Islands, Nelsons Island, Peros Banhos atoll. (Diego Garcia island, which 
houses a strategic US military base).

• Climate: It experiences a tropical marine climate with high temperatures and 
elevated humidity levels. The island’s climate is heavily moderated by the trade 
winds which blow over the islands.



• Chagos Island Dispute

• The Chagos dispute centres around the archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean, which Britain claimed along with Mauritius in 1814.

• In 1966, Britain leased Diego Garcia, the largest of the Chagos
Islands, to the United States, which was seeking a military base in 
the region.

• The Chagossians, who are mostly descendants of African slaves 
brought to the islands in the 18th century, have since been engaged 
in a prolonged legal battle for the right to return to their homeland.

• Mauritius, which gained independence from Britain in 1968, has 
consistently maintained its claim over the Chagos Islands.



• Historic Agreement:

• The U.K. and Mauritius have reached a significant political agreement.

• This agreement secures the U.K.-U.S. military base on Diego Garcia and restores 
Mauritian sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago.



• Background of the Dispute:

• The Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, has been under 
British control for more than 50 years.

• The U.K. agreed to return the islands after prolonged negotiations



• Terms of the Agreement:

• Mauritius will assume sovereignty over the British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT).

• The U.K. will exercise the sovereign rights of Mauritius on Diego Garcia.

• Legal and political agreements are being finalized to ensure the base’s undisputed status.



• India’s Position:

• India welcomed the agreement and noted it completes the 
“decolonisation” of Mauritius.

• India has consistently supported Mauritius’ sovereignty claim, 
aligning with international law and principles of decolonisation.

• Negotiations Timeline:

• Negotiations began in 2022 under the previous U.K. government.

• The agreement was reached after 11 rounds of talks with the former 
government and two rounds with the current one.



1.Regional Implications:

1. The agreement strengthens maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean.

2. India remains committed to cooperation with Mauritius and enhancing peace and 
prosperity in the region.









• All the Classical Languages are listed in 
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

• The Ministry of Culture provides the 
guidelines regarding Classical 
languages.

•



• Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are:

• High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 
years;

• A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by 
generations of speakers;

• The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech 
community;

• The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also 
be a discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its 
offshoots.



Once a language is notified as a Classical language, the Human Resource and 
Development Ministry provides certain benefits to promote it:
Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical Indian 
languages

A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up

The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at least in 
the Central Universities, a certain number of Professional Chairs for the Classical 
Languages so declared







• Iran-Israel Conflict Overview:

• The conflict escalated after Iran launched around 200 ballistic missiles 
at Israeli targets.

• The trigger was Israel's killing of Hezbollah's secretary-general, Hassan 
Nasrallah, in Beirut.

• Israel has vowed to retaliate, and the conflict may broaden.



• India’s Trade with Iran, Israel, and Lebanon:

• India-Israel Trade:
• India’s exports to Israel in FY24 stood at $4.5 billion, with major sectors being 

machinery, equipment, pearls, and chemicals.

• Imports from Israel stood at $2 billion, consisting of diamonds, machinery, 
and chemicals.



India-Iran Trade:India exports $1.2 billion worth of 
goods to Iran, primarily cereals, chemicals, and 
machinery parts.

Imports from Iran include oil, though there has 
been a significant decline in trade.



• India-Lebanon Trade:
• India’s exports to Lebanon stood at $344 million, while imports are primarily 

steel and aluminium.



• Impact on Oil Prices and Stock Markets:

• The global uncertainty due to the conflict caused stock markets to dip, with the Nifty 50 
and Sensex falling by over 2%.

• Oil prices also surged due to the ongoing tension, reaching $75 per barrel.



• If the Conflict Escalates to a Full-Blown War:

• Shipping routes through the Suez Canal and Red Sea may be 
disrupted, significantly affecting trade routes for Europe, the U.S., 
Africa, and West Asia.

• Indian exports may face further delays, and there will be higher 
shipping costs.

• India is highly dependent on West Asia for energy supplies.



1.Impact on India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor:

1. The conflict could slow down the progress of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC) plan.

2. The plan was designed to boost trade between India, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and 
Europe.

• This conflict could potentially impact India's trade, oil imports, and regional economic 
partnerships.





• Google aims to revive lost Indian languages and create a digital 
footprint for them using its generative AI platform, Gemini, and other 
digital offerings.

• The focus is on enabling voice or text searches in local dialects and 
languages.



• Targeted Languages:

• The initiative has recorded 59 Indian languages, 13 of which previously had no digital presence.

• Some of the languages include:

• Malvani: A Konkani dialect from Maharashtra.

• Shekhawati: A Rajasthani dialect from the Shekhawati region.

• Duruwa: A Dravidian language spoken in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh.

• Kuduk: A language of the Kurukh people, spoken in Jharkhand, Odisha, and other states.

• Bajjika: A dialect from parts of Bihar.

• Rajbangshi: Spoken in West Bengal, Assam, and Bangladesh.

• Angika: Spoken in parts of Bihar and Jharkhand.

• Bearybashe: A language of the Beary community in Karnataka and Kerala.



• Inclusivity and Accessibility:

• Google aims to democratize access to information for people in the 
hinterlands, making it easier for those who do not speak English to 
get accurate and valuable information.

• The project emphasizes how AI can benefit marginalized communities 
and promote digital inclusivity.



1.AI and Language:
1. Google is developing AI capabilities that can handle languages beyond 

English, bridging the gap between performance on Indian languages and 
other languages globally.



Arun River Basin 
Contributing to Rise 
in Mt Everest



• A recent study suggests that Mount Everest’s height may be 
increasing due to the erosion of the Arun River, located near the 
base of the Himalayas.

• About

• Arun River, located approximately 75 kilometers from Everest, 
carves the surrounding landscape and reduces pressure on the 
Earth’s crust.



• This erosion is linked to an isostatic rebound, a process that pushes the Earth’s 
crust upward as material is removed, allowing Mount Everest and its neighboring 
peaks to grow.

• Everest is rising at a rate of about two millimeters per year.

• The Role of Plate Tectonics: The primary force behind the rise of Everest 
remains the tectonic collision between the Indian and Eurasian plates—an 
event that began around 40 to 50 million years ago.



• Arun River
– It is a transboundary river in 
the Himalayas, flowing 
through Tibet, Nepal, and India.
– It originates from the Tibet 
Autonomous Region of China, 
where it is known as the Phung 
Chu or Bum-chu River.
– After flowing through Nepal, it 
joins the Koshi River, which 
eventually merges into the Ganges 
in India.



STARS Program



• At the opening ceremony of the 
workshop for the STARS 
project, the School Education 
Minister emphasized the 
importance of continuously 
improving the education system 
to lay a foundation for a 
developed India by 2047.



• About Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for 
States (STARS) program

• It was approved by the Cabinet in October 2020 as a centrally 
sponsored scheme. It became effective on February 23, 2021, 
following the signing of the Loan Agreement, and will be 
implemented for five years, until FY 2024-25



• It supports reform to improve the quality and governance of 
school education in the states of Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan.

• It focuses on strengthening early-years education, learning 
assessment systems, teacher performance and classroom 
practice, school-to-work transition and governance and 
decentralized management for improved service delivery.

• It is aligned with the Government of India’s Samagra Shiksha 
scheme

• It is supporting the operationalization of key tenets of 
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.



Rosh Hashanah



• Recently, Prime Minister wished the 
Prime Minister of Israel and greeted 
Jewish community on the occasion of 
Rosh Hashanah. 

• Rosh Hashanah is Jewish New Year 
and is among the most sacred days in 
the Jewish faith.

• It marks the beginning of the Jewish 
month of Tishri, which is the 7th 
month according to the Hebrew 
calendar.



• It is believed by the Jewish community to be the day when God 
created the world, including Adam and Eve.

• Rosh Hashanah is also known as Yom Hadin (Day of Judgment) on 
which God opens the Books of Life and Death, which are then sealed 
on Yom Kippur. 

• Yom Kippur means "Day of Atonement" on which Jewish people pray, 
seek forgiveness and a fresh start.













Thank you 
guys.


