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Centre says Wangchuk is ‘free’
but continues to confine him

The movements of climate
activist Sonam Wangchuk
gontinued to be nnumm
by polic
agencies “roethe " foureh
consecutive day on Thurs-
day despite the Union Go-
vernment informing the
High Court that he
has been released from
detention.

On Thursday around 5
pm., Mr. Wangchuk was
stopped curity per-
Soririal from leaving the La-
dakh Bhavan.

Mr. Wangchuk, who led

Sonam Wargchuk

region, was detained by
Del

and other mem-
bers of the del e
taken to Rajghat under

try of Home Affairs to en-
sure Mr. Wangchuk's free
movement. “Even | was de-
tained for & day by the pol-
when I reached Singhu
border on Octaber 1 6o re-

gil 1 have £o-
vernment for an
explanation” sald Mr.
Haneefa.

Solicitor-General 'rus)r
ar Mehta on Thursday in

the Delhi Police has with-

drawn an order prohibit-

ng assembly and protests
tous of Del
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OWith inputs from
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Israel bombs Hezbollah intelligence headquarters

BEIRUT

israel's military
Thursday it had hic Hezbol-
labs _intelligence

their strongholds around
the country.
Israel announced this

parts of southern Leba-

non, a stre 0ld of Hez-
bollah, after days of heavy
dment of areas

across the country where
the group holds sway.
The has killed

feermaths Smoke rises from the site of an lsraeh air strke

2t 2 neighbourhcod in Berut's southern suburb on Thursday. AFP

a country already mir
economic and pouuul s
sis
in Lebanon, the Israell
military sald it hit “targets

rut’s southern suburbs,
with clase to Hez-

maz housed the group’s
Latio:

more than 1,000 people,

sands to flee their homes in

mzellngnce " beadduarters
in Bel

ramcin's state:rem As-
tional News Agency report-
ed three air strikes on Bei-

A ol Lebanese pe-
le to evacuate more than
20 villages and the city of

batiyeh.
“For your own safety,

you must evacuate your

post in the Bint Jbeil area™

homes and
head north of the Awali
River. Save your lives,” ar-
my spokesperson Avichay
Adraee said on X.

Central Beirut strike

Hezbollah said it fought off
a bid by Israeli troops to
advance at Fatima's Gate

forces as it kepe up its

ese Ar-
my said one of its soldiers
was killed when “the Israe-
1l enemy targeted an Army

v fire.
ALebanese military oﬂ‘nv
clal said it was the Arm;
first response to Israeli e
since last October.
Israel earlier carried out

cy serv
facility un by Hezbollah,
g seven workers, the
service
Israel has yet to com-
ment on the strike, but said
it hiad hit about 200 Hez-

According to Leb
Health Minister
Abiad, more than 40 res-
cuers and firefight,
been killed by Israeli fire in
three days.
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Caste bias, segregation of work
in prisons violate dignity, says SC

Prison manuals must be revised within 3 months, rules Bench headed by CJI; it says distribution of work on basis of caste

amounts to untouchability; court adds it is the highest form of discrimination when state discriminates against a citizen

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
| I Ion Thursday de-
clared that caste-

based discrimination of
prisoners, segregation of
their work according to
caste hierarchy, and the
treatment of inmates from
the de-notified tribes as
“habitual offenders” with-
in prison walls across India
are oppressive to funda-
mental human dignity and
personality.

The top court directed
the revision of prison ma-
nuals within three months.
It ordered the deletion of
the ‘caste column’ and any
references to caste from re-
gisters of undertrials and
convicts maintained in pri-
sons. The court under-
scored that members of de-
notified tribes must not be

Removing bias

The Bench says “everyone is born equal” and cannot
suffer lifelong due to stigma attached to their caste.

The directions include:

m States and UTs should revise
their Prison Manuals/Rules in
three months

B Centre should address
caste-based discrimination in
the Model Prison Manual 2016
and the Model Prisons and
Correctional Services Act 2023 in

three months

m “Caste columns”
and references
to castein
prisoners’
registers
should

subjected to
arrest.
“Everyone is born
equal. There cannot be any
stigma attached to the exis-
tence, touch or presence of
any person... More than 75
years since Independence,
we have not been able to
eradicate the evil of caste
discrimination,” a three-
judge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.

arbitrary

Chandrachud observed.
The CJI, who authored
the judgment, referred to
Article 15(1) of the Constitu-
tion which enshrines the
fundamental right against
discrimination. “But if the
state itself discriminates
against a citizen, then it is
discrimination of the high-
est form. After all, the state
is expected to prevent dis-
crimination, not perpet-

uate it,” he noted. He held
that discrimination among
prisoners and distribution
of work on the basis of
caste amounted to un-
touchability, which is for-
bidden under Article 17 of
the Constitution.

Prison manuals, by
treating members of the
denotified and wandering
tribes as “born criminals”
and habitual offenders, re-

affirmed colonial caste-
based discrimination. The
court declared all loose re-
ferences to ‘habitual offen-
ders’ in prison manuals as
unconstitutional.

The judgment declared
that compelling marginal-
ised caste inmates to per-
form tasks like cleaning la-
trines or sweeping based
purely on their caste, con-
stituted a form of coercion.

The court held that the
Prohibition of Employ-
ment as Manual Scaven-
gers and their Rehabilita-
tion Act, 2013, which
prohibit manual scaveng-
ing, has a binding effect in
prisons as well.

The court directed the
Union government to
make the necessary chang-
es to address caste-based
discrimination in the 2016
Manual and the 2023 Act
within three months.



e Supreme Court Judgment:

* The Supreme Court ruled that caste-based discrimination and
segregation of work in prisons violate fundamental human dignity.

* Segregation of inmates based on caste hierarchy or categorizing
certain groups, like the de-notified tribes, as "habitual offenders” is
oppressive and unconstitutional.



* Key Directives by the Court:

* Prison Manuals Revision: States and Union Territories are directed to
revise their Prison Manuals or rules within three months.

 Removal of 'Caste Column': References to "caste" in prison registers and
documents must be removed.

 Elimination of 'Habitual Offender' References: Any reference to habitual
offenders based on caste in prison documents is deemed unconstitutional.

 Address Caste-Based Discrimination: The Centre must address caste-based
discrimination in the Model Prison Manual 2016 and the Model Prisons
and Correctional Services Act 2023.



e Constitutional Perspective:

* The court reaffirmed that everyone is born equal, and lifelong stigma
based on caste cannot persist in a democratic society.

* Article 17 of the Constitution: The judgment underscored that caste-
based discrimination, especially in assigning tasks like cleaning or
sweeping based on caste, violates Article 17, which prohibits
untouchability.



Historical Reference:

The judgment acknowledged that despite 75 years of independence,

the country has yet to fully eliminate caste discrimination.

The court emphasized the need for the state to refrain from
perpetuating caste discrimination, especially in correctional facilities.




Prohibition of Manual Scavenging:

The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013, was highlighted as binding in prisons as well.

Compelling marginalized caste inmates to perform menial tasks based
solely on caste is declared unconstitutional and a form of coercion.




Govt. opens portal
for internships to
bridge skill set gap

The process is expected to result in about one lakh youth joining
on-the-job training exercises by December 2. ISTOCKPHOTO

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Thursday opened up a por-
tal for India’s top 500 com-
Ppanies to participate in the
one-year internship
scheme announced in this
year’s Union Budget to
bridge the gap between the
skill sets of unemployable
youth and those needed by
employers.

As many as 11l corpo-
rates — including the Ma-
hindra and Mahindra
group, Max Life Insurance,
and Alembic Pharma — had
already signed up within
hours of the portal’s
launch, offering 1,077 in-
ternships. This kicked off a
process that is expected to
result in about one lakh
youngsters joining the on-
the-job training exercise,
officially called The Prime
Minister’s Internship
Scheme in Top Compa-
nies, by December 2.

Top sources in the Mi-
nistry of Corporate Affairs,
which is steering the
scheme that aims at train-
ing one crore youth in five
years, said this is a pilot
project being undertaken
at a cost of ¥800 crore. The
lessons learnt from this
will help fine-tune the
scheme’s design before the
Cabinet's approval is
sought for a full-fledged
rollout.

The portal, pmintern-
ship.mca.gov.in, is likely to
be opened up for young-
sters in the age group of 21
to 24 years to enroll for
consideration by compa-

nies on Vijaya Dasami, Oc-
tober 12. This window will
be open till October 25 for
the first batch of intern-
ships.

Candidates’ data will be
matched with companies’
needs and locations using
artificial intelligence tools,
and a shortlist of candi-
dates will then be generat-
ed for companies to
consider.

The scheme is not open
to post-graduates, children
of regular and permanent
employees in the Union or
State governments, grad-
uates from premier insti-
tutes like ITs, IIMs and
NIDs, and professionals
with qualifications such as
CA, CS, and MBBS. More-
over, anyone from a house-
hold that includes a person
who earned an income of
8 lakh or more in 2023-24,
will not be eligible.

Internships under the
scheme will be granted to
candidates who have
passed high school or high-
er secondary school, pos-
sess a certificate from an
industrial training institute
(ITI), hold a diploma from
a polytechnic institute, or
are graduates with degrees
such as BA, B.Sc¢, B.Com,
BCA, BBA, or B.Pharma.
Unemployed youth en-
rolled in online or distance
learning courses are also
eligible to apply, but
anyone undergoing any
skilling, apprenticeship, in-
ternship, or student train-
ing programme under a
Union or State government
scheme will not be allowed

to apply.

Jr

Only one in two Indian graduates
unemployable: Economic Survey

India needs to create 7.85 million non-farm sector jobs annually until 2030, the
Economic Survey said.

Gig workers are expected to form a significant part of India’s workforce, but
concerns remain about social security.

Only one in two Indian graduates
unemployable: Economic Survey

India needs to create 7.85 million non-farm sector jobs annually until 2030, the
Economic Survey said.

Gig workers are expected to form a significant part of India’s workforce, but
concerns remain about social security.



Launch of Portal:

The Union government launched a portal for India’s top 500 companies to
offer internships.

This is part of the one-year internship scheme announced in the Union Budget
to bridge the skill gap between employable youth and employer needs.




Corporate Participation:

Within hours of the launch, 111 corporates, including big names like Mahindra
and Mahindra, Max Life Insurance, and Alembic Pharma, signed up.

These companies collectively offered 1,077 internships at the start.




Corporate Participation:

Within hours of the launch, 111 corporates, including big names like Mahindra
and Mahindra, Max Life Insurance, and Alembic Pharma, signed up.

These companies collectively offered 1,077 internships at the start.




Internship Details:

The process aims to result in approximately 1 lakh youth joining internships by
December 2.

The Prime Minister’s Internship Scheme in Top Companies targets to train 1 crore
youth over five years, with an initial cost of X800 crore for the pilot project.

Data from candidates will be matched with company requirements using artificial
intelligence, and a shortlist will be generated for companies to review.




Eligibility and Exclusions:

The scheme is open to candidates who have passed high school, hold an ITI
certificate, or have completed degrees such as BA, B.Sc., B.Com, BCA, BBA, or
B.Pharma.

Unemployed youth enrolled in online or distance learning courses are also
eligible to apply.

However, the scheme excludes postgraduates, permanent government
employees' children, and graduates from premier institutes like IITs, [IMs, NIDs,
and professionals with qualifications like CA, CS, and MBBS.

Individuals from households with an income of over X8 lakh in 2023-24 are not
éligible for the program.



* Internship Window:

* The portal will open for applicants on Vijaya Dasami (October 12), and the
first batch will close by October 25 for internship consideration.

* Purpose and Benefits:

* This scheme aims to reduce unemployment among youth by bridging the
gap between educational qualifications and industry requirements.

* |t will assist companies in finding suitable candidates while giving youth
valuable on-the-job training.



UK. to return
Chagos Islands
to Mauritius

NEW DELHI

The U.K. and Mauritius have
reached a historic political
agreement to secure the
strategically important
U.K.-U.S. military base

on Diego Garcia and
towards restoring Mauritian
sovereignty over the Chagos
archipelago. » PAGE 14
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UK. to return Chagos Islands to
Mauritius in historic agreement

Negotiations for this deal began under the previous government in 2022; the deal comes after 11 rounds of talks with the

previous govt. and two rounds with the current govt,; India says this understanding completes ‘decolonisation’ of Mauritius

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

he U.K. and Mauri-
T tius have reached a
historic  political
agreement to secure the
strategically =~ important
U.K.-U.S. military base on
Diego Garcia and towards
restoring Mauritian sove-
reignty over the Chagos ar-
chipelago. A treaty is now
being worked out to firm
up the agreement, the U.K.
announced on Thursday.
“For the first time in
more than 50 years, the
status of the base will be
undisputed and legally se-
cure, following a political
agreement between the
U.K. and Mauritius,” the

Diego Garcia, a significant atoll in the Indian Ocean, is part of the
Chagos archipelago and the British Indian Ocean Territory. AP

U.K. High Commission in
India said in a statement.
“It sees Mauritius assume
sovereignty over British In-
dian Ocean Territory
(BIOT), with the U.K. auth-
orised to exercise the sove-
reign rights of Mauritius on

Diego Garcia.”

The political agreement
is subject to a treaty and
supporting legal instru-
ments being finalised and
both sides have committed
to complete this as quickly
as possible, it said.

Welcoming the agree-
ment on the return of
Mauritian sovereignty over
the Chagos archipelago, in-
cluding Diego Garcia, In-
dia’s Ministry of External
Affairs said this “signifi-
cant” understanding com-
pletes the “decolonisation”
of Mauritius. “The resolu-
tion of the long-standing
Chagos dispute after two
years of negotiations, in
compliance with interna-
tional law, is a welcome de-
velopment,” the MEA said
in a statement.

India has consistently
supported the Mauritian
claim for sovereignty over
Chagos, in line with its
principled stand on deco-
lonisation and support for

the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of nations, as
well as its long-standing
and close partnership with
Mauritius, the MEA noted.
India remains committed
to working with Mauritius
and other like-minded
partners in strengthening
maritime safety and securi-
ty and contributing to en-
hanced peace and prosper-
ity in the Indian Ocean
region, it added.
Negotiations for this
deal began under the pre-
vious government in 2022
and this week’s deal comes
after 11 rounds of negotia-
tions with the previous go-
vernment and two rounds
of negotiations with the
current government.




* It is an overseas territory of the United Kingdom that was established on
November 8, 1965.

* |Its key islands include the Diego Garcia atoll, Danger Island, Egmont Islands,
Eagle Islands, Nelsons Island, Peros Banhos atoll. (Diego Garcia island, which

houses a strategic US military base).

* Climate: It experiences a tropical marine climate with high temperatures and
elevated humidity levels. The island’s climate is heavily moderated by the trade
winds which blow over the islands.



 Chagos Island Dispute

* The Chagos dispute centres around the archipelago in the Indian
Ocean, which Britain claimed along with Mauritius in 1814.

* In 1966, Britain leased Diego Garcia, the largest of the Chagos
Islands, to the United States, which was seeking a military base Iin
the region.

* The Chagossians, who are mostly descendants of African slaves
brought to the islands in the 18th century, have since been engaged
In a prolonged legal battle for the right to return to their homeland.

« Mauritius, which gained independence from Britain in 1968, has
consistently maintained its claim over the Chagos Islands.



* Historic Agreement:
* The U.K. and Mauritius have reached a significant political agreement.

* This agreement secures the U.K.-U.S. military base on Diego Garcia and restores
Mauritian sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago.



* Background of the Dispute:

* The Chagos Archipelago, including Diego Garcia, has been under
British control for more than 50 years.

* The U.K. agreed to return the islands after prolonged negotiations



Terms of the Agreement:
Mauritius will assume sovereignty over the British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT).
The U.K. will exercise the sovereign rights of Mauritius on Diego Garcia.

Legal and political agreements are being finalized to ensure the base’s undisputed status.



* India’s Position:

* India welcomed the agreement and noted it completes the
“decolonisation” of Mauritius.

* India has consistently supported Mauritius’ sovereignty claim,
aligning with international law and principles of decolonisation.

* Negotiations Timeline:
* Negotiations began in 2022 under the previous U.K. government.

* The agreement was reached after 11 rounds of talks with the former
government and two rounds with the current one.



1.Regional Implications:
1. The agreement strengthens maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean.

2. India remains committed to cooperation with Mauritius and enhancing peace and
prosperity in the region.
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Biennial air show Aero India

to held in Februa_.rx

The next edition of Aero India,
show, will be held in Bengaluru

fru(nl-ebnuly 10

to 14, the Defence Ministry said on Thursday.

“Get ready for Asia’s

Alr Show! Aero India
dares:

2025 is coming your way! Save the
February 10 to 14, 2025, Location: Afr Force

Station.

-~ the

official Aero India handle posted on X_

Hindu outfit chief detained
for removing Sai Baba statues

The <chief of Sanatan Rakshak Dal, a local outfit,
moval of

Nednesday nighe e his outht

Baba statues from many temples here on

Tuesday. o

Suspected rail sabotage:
Jharkhand Police file FIR

The Jharkhand Police on Wi
an FIR against unknown
National

v nighe filed

ednesda
people after the
Thermal Power Corporation

NTPC)

lodged a complaint over suspected attempt to
derail a coal rake. The possible sabotage was
pnn.ed near Farakka in the Guruthola area of
village

ar Barhait stati

on.

SC slams air pollution
panel for failing to
stop stubble burning

tindu Burean
NEW DELMI

he Supreme

sion for Air Quality Man-

agement for its inability 1o

prevent incidents of stub-
burning in the N

Capital Region and #ts ad-
o areas

Appearing  before  a
three-judge Bench headed
by Justice A_S. Oka, Addi-
tonal icitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, appear-
ing for the CAQM, vehe-

w0 reln in air pollution_
. Bhari sasd the com-
misaion had fewed 53 stat-
teory directions and 15 ad-
visories vartous
Seders, puidetines and off-
clal communications from

court calls out Punij:

and Harvana

A farmer burns straw stubble after 3 harvest in 3 paddy field on the
outskirts of Amritsar in Purgah. FILE PHOTO

indulge in stubble burning.
The court highlighted

that there were 25 cases o

rming deeocred

Septe:
ber 1S to September 30. All

time to time, targeting the States have done was to

each of the recover

sectors. sation from 40 to 45
Pointing out that they rarmers,

had shied away from tak- rusing an affidavic

ing penal action agal fled by CAGM chalrper.

violators, the court blamed  son, the court referred to

the Punjab and Haryana the body’s sub-committee

governments for doing  on and enfor-

nothing more than reco-

ernments for recovering only
nominal compensation from farmers who indulge in stubble burning

which there was not even
discussion of the imple-
mentation of directions.
Though there is a specific

Marital relations must
be exempt from rape

provisions

NEW DELML

The Union government on

cur
bances” in the institution
of marriage.

“The demographics of a
marriage are sui generis.
There are plenty of exam-
ples of male-female refa-

re-

Centre

Though these expectations
<o not entitle the husband
0 coerce or force his wife

his

tively between an incident
of non-consensual sex
within the marital sphere
and without it,” the affida-
vit filed through the Minis-

oy Home Affairs
reasoned.

e government, repre-
General

ed by Solicitor-
Tushar Mohta, said it was

exempt the

a
husband and wife. which
emerges as a result of the
tying of the matrimonial
¥not. is distinct from all of
these To §

of
from “drastic penal and
procedural rigours™ of the

Marathi,

four more
languages get
classical tag

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved classi-

The approval for Bengali
omes amid ga Puja,
the biggest Featival in West
Bengal.
india has had six classi-
cal languages tll now — Ta-
mil, -nzmgu Malayalam,

Tape fthe IPC.

is-
nore or even to seek to un-

i to strike

harsh®
“A husband certainly does
not have any fundamental

nskrit, and
e gt
classi-

i =g m 2004, fol-
lowed by Sanskrit in 2005.

Odia. ’l'amll

Pri Minister Naren-
dra Modi took to X to con-

gratulate all speakers of the
newly designated classical
languages.

direction in the order 1o tion of marriage can be ar- Marathi  is  India's
prosecute wrongdoers un- | tion 375 of the Indian Penal  guably considered to be | pride. Congratulations on
der Section 15 of Environ- | Code UPC). The provision  excessively harsh and the- | this phenomenal language
ment .mota refore. = | veing the status
s prosecution has | sexual by a the sasd. of a Classical Language.
been the Bench | husband with his wife, if it reasoned that mar- | This honour acknow

The Bench directed the
Punjab and Haryana go-
vernments to file affidavits
within a week on the im-
of the direc-

vering
tion from the farmers who

of th was
held on August 29, 2024 in

tions. The case has been
posted for next hearing on
October 16.

the latzer is over 15 years of
age, from the definition of

rape.
“In an insttution of
marriage, there exists a

riage did not “obliterate™ a
‘woman’s consent. It

agreed that any violation of
2 woman's consent should
indeed result in penal con-

by
either of the spouse, to
exual

other provisions in the Law
to protect her consent
‘within

the rich cultural contribu-

tion of Marathi in our na-

tion’s history.” he said_
“Bengali literature has

er the world on this,” the
Prime Minister added.

All agri sector initiatives brought under 2
new schemes; States to implement them

The Centre said the ra-
tionalisation

Yojana will be merged in
the two new schemes.

schemes w:
plication, ensure conver- Mlsslonfored!bleoﬂs
gence, and provide - The Cabinet also approved
ity to States. the National Mission on
Focusing on emergent Edible Oils - Ollseeds
of (NMEO-Ollseeds). for
oilseed

eiant \':kas Yojana (PM-
) and Krishonnati Ye

jana (XY). With a pro’e(:ed
ture of ¥1,01,321.61

the schemes
a Central share of
269,088.98 crore and the
States will have to add the
32.232.63

expe:
crore,

such as i
sustainability, climate resi-
lience, value chain deve-
lopment, and private sec-
tor participation is also
envisaged under the two
schemes.

= te rnments will
be able to draw a compre-
hensive strategic plan suit-
ing their for

production and achieving
seifreliance in edible ofls.
Mission will be im-
plemented over a seven-
year period, from 2024-25
o 2030 a financial
outlay of 10,103 crore.
newly

agriculture sector. Annual
Acton Plan (AAP) of States

ing sustainable agriculture  rather than approving
and the KY will address them Individually” the
food security and agricul.  Centre said.

with a S h as Soil
fund Of T44.246.89 crore.  Health Management,
Both schemes will be im-  Rainfed Area Develop-
plemented through the ment, Agro Forestry, Pa-
State Krishi Vikas

e produc-
thon of key prlrnary ofiseed
crops such as rapeseed-

primary oilseed produc-
tion from 39 million tonnes.
202

india to join energy hub

The Cabinet also approved

the s of a letter of in-

tent enabling India to join
Ene

o 11,722,240 non-gazetted
railway employees. The
amount will be paid to va-

Indian push needed to end AIDS as a
global health threat by 2030: UNAIDS

Bindu Shajan Pera
NEW DELHI

Without India doing a large

—
rector for the Asla Pacific
and other regions, in a
written interview with The
Hirdu.

Eameen Murphy

Noting thar India has de-
high it

ment and positive results

n the last decades. he zaid

w HIV infec-

tions had fallen 44% bet-

ween 2010 and 2023, bet-

ter than the global average.
HIV

that the next
five years would be critical
for the country 1o acceler-
ate efforts and share its ex-
Perience with other coun-
tries in the region.

misslon aims to increase

rious of radway

stafflike track mainsainers,

pilots, train managers,

supervi-

sors, technicians, ministe-

rial staff and other Group C
staft.

efforts will need to be

specific States and dis-
tricts, he said.
The UNAIDS director

is key”

Dr. Murphy, who was re-
cently in India uss
the challenges in HIV pre-
vention with the Union go-
vernment and other stake-
holders, said that planning

for long-term sustainability
0 was crucial
ins

ve the goal of

ending AIDS as a public

health threat by 2030, we
st not diagnos

Every new infection means

must focus more on pre-
vention.” he said_
“We must also ensure
that there are sustainable
alth systems for HIV and
health which are co-de-

last  year,
68,000 new infections in
India, =

erat by e e
ns that are best
Placed to reach ey popu-
lations. rganisa-
Gons need the right space
and resources to lead.” he
said.

New treatments
India has made notable
in reducing an-

deaths

2010 and 2023, which s al-
S0 above the global aver-
age. he said.

UNAIDS is currently ad-

signed and co-implement-
and <i-

vil society so they respond
to people’s needs,”” he ad-
ded

Dr. Murphy noted that

new
gles, including long-acting
injectables, to reach all pa-
tients at affordable prices,
he added
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Marathi,
four more

languages get
classical tag

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved classi-
cal language status to Ma-
rathi, Bengali, Assamese,
Pali, and Prakrit.

The demand for classi-
cal status for Marathi has
been pending since 2013
and the approval comes
just ahead of the Assembly
election in Maharashtra.
The approval for Bengali
comes amid Durga Puja,
the biggest festival in West
Bengal.

India has had six classi-
cal languages till now — Ta-
mil, Telugu, Malayalam,
Kannada, Sanskrit, and
Odia. Tamil was the first
language to be given classi-
cal status in 2004, fol-
lowed by Sanskrit in 2005.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi took to X to con-
gratulate all speakers of the
newly designated classical
languages.

“Marathi is India’s
pride. Congratulations on
this phenomenal language
being accorded the status
of a Classical Language.
This honour acknowledges
the rich cultural contribu-
tion of Marathi in our na-
tion’s history,” he said.

“Bengali literature has
inspired countless people
for years. I congratulate all
the Bengali speakers all ov-
er the world on this,” the
Prime Minister added.



Languages Year of Declaration

1. Tamil 2004
2. SansKrit 2005
3. Telugu 2008
4. Kannada 2008
g5 Malayalam 2013
6. Odia 2014



 All the Classical Languages are listed in
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
* The Ministry of Culture provides the

guidelines regarding Classical

languages.



* Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are:

* High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000
years;

* A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by
generations of speakers;

* The literary tradition be original and not horrowed from another speech
community;

* The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also
be a discontinuity hetween the classical language and its later forms or its
offshoots.



Once a language is notified as a Classical language, the Human Resource and
Development Ministry provides certain benefits to promote it:

Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical Indian
languages

A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up

The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at least in
the Central Universities, a certain number of Professional Chairs for the Classical
Languages so declared
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¥10,103-CR EDIBLE
OIL MISSION

TO CUT IMPORT dep-

on Thursday app:

National Mission on £ Oils

ibie
with an outlay of 710,103 crore,

seed-mustard, groundnut,
Soyabean, suni
earrie sl alorns At incr Sasing

Branand borme ofls mPaSes
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FIRST REVENUE
DROP IN 4 YEARS

G Corporate Mobility, the
parent of yesteryear brand
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Based automaker, reports
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® SENSEX, NIFTY SINGED BY
IRAN-ISRAEL CLASH, FALL 2%

COMPANIES, P4

Zomato to expand beyond
its core biz: Bikhchandani

SENSEX: 82,497.13 W 1769.16 NIFTY: 25,250.10 ¥ 54580 NIKKEI 225: 38,552.06 4 743.30 HANG SENG: 22,113.51 ¥ 330.22 2/
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SoftBank chief sees Al

running homes soon

® NEARLY 10 LAKH CRORE OF
INVESTORWEALTH WIPED OUT

West Asia wounds markets

ON A CRASH COURSE

Oct 1, 2024 (close)

84,

INDIAN EQUITY MARKETS
felt the heat of the escalating
Iran-Israel clash on Thursday, with

€2 lokh crove)

top S single-day
falls in 2024
0 points)

The
decEneinthe

ader mar-
kets was largely in

line with the benchmarks
despitetheirricher valuation The BSE

foreign portfolio (FPIs)
pulling out almost $2 billion in a
single trading session. The
that China
away from Indi
regulatos’s tigh for
index derivatives trading further
dampened the mood.

The Sensex crashed 1.769
points, or 2.1% to 82,497.10 on
Thursd, i

Smallcap index ended 1.5% lower.
According to provisional data,
FPis soid shiares of ©15,200 crore,
while _domestic _intitutional
investors (DH12) bought £12,500-

547 points, or 2.19% to 25,250.10.

benchmarks clased at their

lowest levels in three weeks. This
was the fourth

=380

crore shares. The sharp fall in the A7

market despite aggressive buying India VIX sses

By the Dils indicated likely panic

selling by retailimvestors. s3.90
selling, which

ot b ol et e closingin the 2395

red, wiped out T9.8 lakh crore of

investor wealth. s4.00

ecutive session
o

onPage7
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Oct 3, 2024
(close)

82,497

Rupee at two-month low

Oollar/rupes

©83.82

0.18%
83.97
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Oct1,2024 (hose)  Oct S (close)
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Govt’s internship
scheme gets 111
firms on board

509 slots reserved
for SC/ST and OBCs
PRIVANSH VERMA

New Delhi, October 3

THE GOVERNMENT-ASSISTED
ety .

W

oL

HELPING HAND

The scheme will have a 50%
ceaccvmtion Ko SC/STE I ORCA A8
to

mPortal to go live on Oct 12 for
candidates to apply for training
and skill development

®mRIL, TCS, HOFC Bank,

ffhial sources.
These firms have made a total of

access to potential employers and

1,077 offer e

Satryof corporate affais portal which According to the sousces,

il v on October 1 2 for thecan,  scheme sims to provide internsiip
FY2s,

out the scheme on Th sna B unities to 10

pilot basis. Virtual training of the
Company executives Teratnges) hiae

90,000 I-T notices made
valid as SC backs taxman

PRIVANSH VERMA
New Dethi, October 3

IN A SETBACK to taxpayers, the
oust on

BLOWTO TAXPAYERS
= Apex court has allowed
taxman to persist with

the validity of around 90,000 past
income tax reassessment notices
stapped on individuals and busi
nesses, including those issued up
to 11 yearsay

e revenue department sent
these notices to the assessees,

How nd
Gen Z forced Marriott
to rethink strategy

W BRANDWAGON, P9

dialogue:

ATIN GROVER
New Delhi, October 3

sus G ANY MOVE towa:
e oy el o
:d.ﬁnminscml.mg-_urnu

5 o

ticular, Google India managing direc-

tor Romma Datta Chobey on Thursday
process should invoive opes

what's good for India, is good for
Google,” she said.
Datta cited the example of the gov-

Covid

under old regime =New regime
introduced in
mTax dept had FY22had

sent these

reassessment R lienit for starting
notices sessment in
during April 1- regular casesto
June 30,2021 3 years

ovisions) Act (TOLA)
During the pandemic period,

Hyundai's
T25K-cr IPO
may open
mid-Oct
.’«‘L':.::‘ Octabers

e offering (1PO) s cxpected too Pen
around mid-October, according to

for the IPO, set to be India’s Large:
is expect bebetween 21,750
and 71,74 = 525

the carmaker.
less than 35% of the offer will b e

undes the scheme & .
The scheme envisages top 500 The actual training of selected

companses in terms of their average  internswill,

corporate soc ibility (CSR)  ber2, =

spend in the past three years to offer
internship options to the youth_The
intent behind it is to increase theis

will be 12 months.

Continued on Page 7

India Inc’s top

guns snap up
mega realty

RAGHAVENDRA
Hmbat October s

BICUSTRALISTNACE GOORE) &
family, Rekha

ULTRA LUXE DEALS  frice
Buyer, company & property

Nadir Godre] & Family

Urpal Sheth o Rakorh fivangin
wala's Rare Enterprises, and Karan
Bhagat of 360 ONE were among 12

Vidual investors.

“The terest is pretey
strong in the Hyundai PO, given
thati

e re (CXOm) to by atten Tuxury
propertics in Mumbai in the first
nine months of 2024.

under TOLA, various time limits for
FIRMS AS SC WIDEN:

compliance under the I-T Act were
SCOPE OFGSTCREDH’ extrrited 3 cader to g
- race2 to t. s in view of the

demic's d.\srupklons In May 2022,
Shipiayiers K St et i

for

in regular cases to 3 years, and had it

applied to these cases, the notices
Il have [

the

March 31,2021
sh Agarwal casc).

ded the SC upheld all reassessme,
Tax Act — cffective from Apsil 1, issued past

2021 — must be read alongside
Taxation and Other Laws (Relax-
ation & of Certain

Support regulation with open
Google India MD e A

ROMA DATTA CHOBEY
D, GOOGLE INDUA
~
HAVING A
FRAMEWORK THAT
TAKES CARE OF
NUANCES ENSURES
MAXIMUM BENEFIT
TO USERS, AND
INNOVATION
ALSO THRIVES™

democratise
information

well as oppertu-
ty for inclividu
als. Second, inv-
esting in

actively participating at all levels —
cem creating platforms to csing

and scaling
Al cagine in a

She zaid that Google is working on
three main pillass. First, leveraging Al

manner, and
third, driving

Continued on Page 7

the price band attractive Hyundai
bette:

rwosth T1,377 crore. While Godre

foae = tier avesage selling price
than market leader Maruti Suzuki.
This also plays well for investor
interest,”a source tokd FE

Continued on Page 7

Adani in talks to invest $900 mn
in Tanzania powwer line project

topped purchase

of a property at llup.“'vl House in

Realty’s Three Sixty West in Worli
for T170 crore.

Rekta Thunjhunwala, wite of the
Late legendary investor, was placed
thirdwith. T156-croredealin Rock-
side Apartments in Malabar Hills.

(Godre;
Ruparel Houze)
Karan Bhagat
(360 ONE,

Theee Sixty west)
Rekha Jhunjhunwala
Gavestar,

Rockside Apartments)
Apco infratech
(Apco infratech,

The Legend)

Ashley Nagpal
(Ebco Pyt Lid
Oberai 350)

@

ment in Oberai 360 for T123 croce.
However, the pace of buying by

S IN talks with A

o David
uum.. emcutive divector of

0 have come
down compared to 2023 when 31

mership Centre.

naticn said, reports Bloomberg.
Adani G

cogress for the future by skilling and roup b E

worth 74,988 51 ing to

thatin 2023, said.
The biggest of .,,, Tuxury prop
ertydeals came Last year when stock
riket icon and Batare founder
3% friends and

data culled by a real

the UK’s Gris Develop-
ment P 00-mil-

pro
training the workforce. i

For instance, through its Al Skills

t50m to large lan-
nd different Al for-
iata.ete Dattasaid.

Google’s GenAl platform

N&\ulm - (m
\-_

quersesinBen-

gAE, Marathi, Telugu

and Tamil in the
ing weeks.

Scan to stay an
Informed Investor
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final numbers for ‘could
increase, they are unlikely to match
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1,238 crore in Oberoi 360 West.
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e Whatled to the
Iran-Israel war?

IRAN THIS WEEK launched around
200 ballistic missiles at targets in
Israel in response to the killing of
Hezbollah secretary-general Hassan
Nasrallah in Beirut last week. The
region is now bracing for broadening
of the conflict as Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
immediately pledged to retaliate and
said Iran "made a big mistake and
will pay",as the US rallied behind its
closeally.

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF)
said on Thursday that they had killed
15 Hezbollah militants in a strike in
southern Lebanon. The strike came
afterat least eight Israeli soldiers
were killed in clashes with Hezbollah
in southern Lebanon,where Israel
announced the start of what it says is
alimited ground incursion earlier
this week.In a separate
development, Iran-backed Houthi

s i 4 LJ:/ | ) 1o e = O [

WEST ASIA e
RIPPLE EFFECT ok

.

How Iran-Israel ;/var
can hurt India

INDIA'S EXPORTS
TOISRAELIN FY24
WHILE IMPORTS

rebels in Yemen said they had :;-(B)EESL

launched two drones at Tel Aviv :

overniglit, Theescaliting violencat | S the Iran-Israel conﬂ@ enters the fourth Qay, glgbal. and e

Lebanon has opened a second front Indian traders are bracmg fora pI'OlOngd dlSl’UpthH intrade. INDIA RELIES ONTHE

in the war between Israel and Iran- i i . ]

backed militants that begannearlya | Ve lookat India’s trade relations with the two countries,as SU_IF:ACI:)AE%:}LOR

year ago with Hamas’ surprise i

October 7 attack from the Gaza Strip Wen ab Lebanon’ and how these could be further 1mpacted EUROPE, THE US,

into Israel. in case of a full-blown war AFRICA, AND
WESTASIA

e If the conflict escalates into a full-blown war $1.2 billion

WESTASIAIS now waiting to see whether shipping route may remain inaccessibleto ~ US,Africa,and West Asia,and any

Israel will go fora full-blown war against global shipping lines fora much longer escalation will have significant INDIA'S EXPORTS TO

itsits old foe with US backing or prefera
limited response to Iran's missile attack.
Globaland Indian traders are already
bracing fora prolonged disruption in
trade,and if the current conflict escalates
intoa full-blown war, the vital Red Sea

duration than previously anticipated,
potentially keeping freight rates
uncomfortablyhigh.Insurance costs for
exports to the countries directly involved
in thewar could also go up.Indiarelies on
the Suez Canal for trade with Europe, the

implications forit.The conflict’simpact is
already being felt,with Indian exporters
experiencinga 9% declinein exportsin
August, largely due toa 38% reductionin
petroleum exports attributed to declining
margins and rising shipping costs.

IRAN IN FY24 LED BY
CEREALS, ORGANIC
CHEMICALS AND
MACHINERY PARTS

financialexp.epaptin

e India’s trade with Iran, Israel & Lebanon

INDIA HAS EXTENSIVE bilateral trade
with Iran, Israel and Lebanon, though
exportsaswellas imports (except for
imports from Lebanon) sawasignificant
declinein FY24,and escalating tensions
are likely to furtherimpact shipments.
India's exports to Israel in FY24 stood at
$4.5 billion,with petroleum products,
machinery parts,gems and jewellery
constituting the bulk. Imports from
Israel, led by textiles,machineryand
equipment, aircraft parts,gems and
jewellery,were worth $2 billion.
Iranisanotherimportanttrade
partner for India,with exportsat $1.2

billionin FY24 and importsat $625
million. Cereals, organic chemicals and
machinery partsare the major exports
while imports are led by chemicals, fruits
and nuts, petrol and petroleum products.

ExportstoLebanonin FY24 stood at
$344 millionand importsat $112
million. Cereals are the top exportitem,
followed by meat products, oilseeds and
otheragro products,and chemicals and
pharmaceutical products. From
Lebanon, the majorimports aresalt,
sulphur,earthand stone, plastering
material, lime and cement followed by
iron, steel and aluminium.

e Oil prices up, stock markets spooked

GLOBAL UNCERTAINTIES CAUSED by
the conflict have already unnerved the
stock markets. The Nifty 50 index
closed 2.12% lowerat 25,250.1
points on Thursday, while the S&P BSE
Sensex shed 2.1%t0 82,497.1.The
benchmarks posted their worst
session since early August.

Oil prices rose for a third
consecutive day on Thursday, reaching
towards $75 a barrel on average,
though a stronger global supply
outlook kept a lid on gains. There are
concerns that an escalation could

prompt Iran to block the Strait of
Hormuz or attack Saudi
infrastructure,as it didin 2019,
Panmure Gordon analyst Ashley Kelty
told Reuters.India's LNG imports from
Qatarand oil from Iraq and Saudi
Arabia also come through the Strait of
Hormuz.Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and Kuwait are the major West Asian
suppliers of oil to India. Even Russian
oil imports reach India via the Red Sea
and in case of a wider conflict, the
shipments will have to take the longer
route via the Cape of Good Hope.

e
e Impact on India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor plan

THE CONFLICTIN West Asia could slow
down the progress of the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
plan,announced by India, the US, the
United Arab Emirates, SaudiArabia, Italy,
France, Germany,and the European
Commission on the sidelines of the G20

New Delhi

Summit last year.The plan was aimed at
creatingafasterroute connecting India
to the Gulfregion and Europe, reducing
dependence on the Suez Canal. However,
with the eruption of warin West Asia,
the development of this trade route may
face challenges.




* Iran-Israel Conflict Overview:

* The conflict escalated after Iran launched around 200 ballistic missiles
at Israeli targets.

* The trigger was Israel's killing of Hezbollah's secretary-general, Hassan
Nasrallah, in Beirut.

* Israel has vowed to retaliate, and the conflict may broaden.



 India’s Trade with Iran, Israel, and Lebanon:

* India-Israel Trade:

* India’s exports to Israel in FY24 stood at S4.5 billion, with major sectors being
machinery, equipment, pearls, and chemicals.

* Imports from Israel stood at S2 billion, consisting of diamonds, machinery,
and chemicals.



India-Iran Trade:India exports $1.2 billion worth of
goods to lran, primarily cereals, chemicals, and
machinery parts.

Imports from Iran include oil, though there has
been a significant decline in trade.




* India-Lebanon Trade:

 India’s exports to Lebanon stood at $344 million, while imports are primarily
steel and aluminium.



* Impact on Oil Prices and Stock Markets:

* The global uncertainty due to the conflict caused stock markets to dip, with the Nifty 50
and Sensex falling by over 2%.

* Qil prices also surged due to the ongoing tension, reaching $75 per barrel.



 If the Conflict Escalates to a Full-Blown War:

* Shipping routes through the Suez Canal and Red Sea may be
disrupted, significantly affecting trade routes for Europe, the U.S,,
Africa, and West Asia.

* Indian exports may face further delays, and there will be higher
shipping costs.

* India is highly dependent on West Asia for energy supplies.



1.Impact on India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor:

1. The conflict could slow down the progress of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) plan.

2. The plan was designed to boost trade between India, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and
Europe.

* This conflict could potentially impact India's trade, oil imports, and regional economic
partnerships.



- Google set to revive
Tost Indian languages

To Create Digital Records, Online Footprint
Enabling Searches In Local Dialects

Pankaj.Doval@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As it gets deeper
intoIndia with generative Al
platform Gemini and other
suite of digital offerings, Go-
ogle has taken up a new task
in hand — reviving some of
the lost Indian languages
and creating digital records
and online footprint for
them. The idea is to enable
people to easily carry out vo-
ice or text searches in their
local dialects and languages.
As the work moves to-
wards completion, people in
the hinterland and various
regionscaneasily dovoice se-
arch in their own languages
togain accurate and valuable
information from, say, Goog-
le’s Gemini Al platform or
carry out live translations,
harness YouTube better to
target their communities.
The project has so far rea-
ched 59 Indian languages, in-
cluding 15 that currently do
not have any kind of a digital
footprint and were rather de-
clining in usage. “We've been
lookingat inclusive Alasakey
theme for our work. How do
we develop Al in a manner
that brings its benefits to eve-
ryone, especially the billion-
plus Indians and likewise.
And, one of the areas that we

Some Languages that have been recorded digitally by Google for first time

> Malvani (a Konkani dialect
spoken in Sindhu Durg
district of Maharashtra)

» Shekhawati (Rajasthani
dialect in Shekhawati
region)

> Duruwa (Dravidian
language spoken

mainly in Odisha, AP

and Chhattisgarh)

> Bearybashe (an
independent language
spoken by the Beary
community primarily in south
Karnataka and North Kerala)

> Kudukh (Dravidian
language spoken by the
Kurukh people, mainly
in Jharkhand, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal
and Assam)
> Bajjika (language in
parts of Bihar)
> Rajbangshi (Indo-
Aryan language spoken
in parts of West Bengal,
Assam, and Bangladesh)

> Angika (Indo-Aryan

language in parts of Bihar
and Jharkhand)

have looked at is languages be-
cause languages are really
fundamental in terms of the
Al capabilities and have so
much of applicability” Ma-
nish Gupta, director of Google
DeepMind, told TOLI. .

“People like you and me
are privileged ones, who un-
derstand English and can get
access to information at our
fingertips. But how do we level
the playing field? How do we
democratise access to infor-
mation for, let’s say, a daughter
of a labourer in Chhattisgarh
or a farmer in Assam? As im-
pressiveasthesegenerative Al

technologies are, there’s a sig-
nificant gap between their ca-
pabilities on languages like
English vis-a-vis performance
onIndian languages and other
languages of the world.”
Gupta said: “We didn't
want to just limit ourselves to
22 scheduled languages. Be-
cause when we look at therich
linguistic diversity in India,
there are over 60 Indian langu-
ages spoken by over a million
people and over 125 languages
that have over one lakh spea-
kers each..we realised that
many of these languages had
absolutely zerodigital data.”



* Google aims to revive lost Indian languages and create a digital
footprint for them using its generative Al platform, Gemini, and other
digital offerings.

* The focus is on enabling voice or text searches in local dialects and
languages.



* Targeted Languages:
* The initiative has recorded 59 Indian languages, 13 of which previously had no digital presence.

* Some of the languages include:
e Malvani: A Konkani dialect from Maharashtra.
* Shekhawati: A Rajasthani dialect from the Shekhawati region.
 Duruwa: A Dravidian language spoken in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh.
* Kuduk: A language of the Kurukh people, spoken in Jharkhand, Odisha, and other states.
* Bajjika: A dialect from parts of Bihar.
* Rajbangshi: Spoken in West Bengal, Assam, and Bangladesh.
* Angika: Spoken in parts of Bihar and Jharkhand.
 Bearybashe: A language of the Beary community in Karnataka and Kerala.



* Inclusivity and Accessibility:

* Google aims to democratize access to information for people in the
hinterlands, making it easier for those who do not speak English to
get accurate and valuable information.

* The project emphasizes how Al can benefit marginalized communities
and promote digital inclusivity.



1.Al and Language:

1. Google is developing Al capabilities that can handle languages beyond
English, bridging the gap between performance on Indian languages and
other languages globally.
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* A recent study suggests that Mount Everest's height may be
Increasing due to the erosion of the Arun River, located near the
base of the Himalayas.

 About

* Arun River, located approximately 75 kilometers from Everest,
carves the surrounding landscape and reduces pressure on the
Earth’s crust.



« This erosion is linked to an isostatic rebound, a process that pushes the Earth’s
crust upward as material is removed, allowing Mount Everest and its neighboring
peaks to grow.

« Everest isrising at a rate of about two millimeters per year.
 The Role of Plate Tectonics: The primary force behind the rise of Everest

remains the tectonic collision between the Indian and Eurasian plates—an
event that began around 40 to 50 million years ago.



 Arun River
— It Is atransboundary river in
the Himalayas, flowing
through Tibet, Nepal, and India. O
— |t originates from the Tibet

Autonomous Region of China,
where it is known as the Phung
Chu or Bum-chu River.

— After flowing through Nepal, it
joins the Koshi River, which
eventually merges into the Ganges
In India.
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» At the opening ceremony of the
workshop for the STARS
project, the School Education
Minister emphasized the
Importance of continuously
Improving the education system
to lay a foundation for a
developed India by 2047.




 About Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for
States (STARS) program

* |t was approved by the Cabinet in October 2020 as a centrally
sponsored scheme. It became effective on February 23, 2021,
following the signing of the Loan Agreement, and will be
Implemented for five years, until FY 2024-25



* [t supports reform to improve the quality and governance of
school education in the states of HHmachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Rajasthan.

* |t focuses on strengthening early-years education, learning
assessment systems, teacher performance and classroom
practice, school-to-work transition and governance and
decentralized management for improved service delivery.

* |t is aligned with the Government of India’'s Samagra Shiksha
scheme

* [t IS supporting the operationalization of key tenets of
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
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* Recently, Prime Minister wished the
Prime Minister of Israel and greeted
Jewish community on the occasion of
Rosh Hashanah.

 Rosh Hashanah is Jewish New Year
and is among the most sacred days in
the Jewish faith.

* |t marks the beginning of the Jewish

month of Tishri, which is the 7th
month according to the Hebrew
calendar.



* It is believed by the Jewish community to be the day when God
created the world, including Adam and Eve.

* Rosh Hashanah is also known as Yom Hadin (Day of Judgment) on
which God opens the Books of Life and Death, which are then sealed
on Yom Kippur.

* Yom Kippur means "Day of Atonement" on which Jewish people pray,
seek forgiveness and a fresh start.



 Fun fact




Species |

,IA

When Anglerfish mate, they melt into
each other and share their bodies forever.
If a male finds a female, he latches on and
fuses to her, losing his internal organs
until they share a bloodstream.
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