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AssempLy sLECTION
Haryana
votes today:

The pre-dawn

MINERAL LANDS

Can’t review order on
States’ rights to tax: SC

1,031 in
the fray

Khamenei vows to
keep fighting Israel

WORLD » PAGE 12

. = burglaries
A
> ' % in Kerala
How T.N.-Kerala police
rounded up a gang of 7

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

DOMINANT SHOW

Milaba sets up a big
win for South Africa

SPORT » PAGE 14

INSIDE

xoLKATA
Protesting resdent doctors in
West Bengat on Friday decided
o call off the full ‘cease work”
protest and resume duty from
Saturday onwards. This comes.
after sppeals by the State
mment and senior doctoes

2o start wark amid Durga Puja
the flood stuation in the
State. » PAGE 2

28 Naxalites Killed by security
forces in Chhattisgarh gunﬁght

This is the second-highest tally of Naxal casualties in any

s 185: one ic

injured in

Sikad.

RAIPUR
t least 28 Naxalites
A were killed by se-
curity forces in a

jured in a grenade blast
during the operation.
The gunight began

district in the leﬁ—wm e

Chirag ready to
‘contest alone”
in Jharkhand

NEW DELH
The Lok Janshakti Party [Rsm
Wilas), s key partner af the
nn"g oA e caitd &

to go solo in the
risrivet Aszembly election #
et negotiations with the.
do not have desirable results,
party chief and Union Minister
Chirag Paswan told The Mindu
on Friday. % PAGE 4

behind
tech: IAF chief

NEW DEHLI
india has lagged behind China
in technology and the
producticn i of defence
equipment, Air Foroe
heet hir Chief Marshat Arr

Singh said in an
assessment of China, while
stressing the need for ramping.
up domestic procuction of
Fighter jets by mvoan the
private sector

Journalists can’t
be booked for
criticising govt.’
~NEW DELII

The Supreme Court on Friday
criminal cases could not

glon_At8 p.m, the pr puuc

provided the final number
Sf Dodles recovered. after
which Chief Minister Vish-
nu Deo Sal

Red a

Sept. 31
n

lites Ilzve been kllled_ This

nt by our
P ekans 1o e
dable. I salute their cour-

el in Brjagur

Narayanpur set out on

the forces In a post on X.
~In a fierce encounter
between security forces
Naxalites in the border
area of Narayanpur and
Dantewada districts, re-
ports st that 28 Naxa-

age and spi-
Fit” Mx. Sai said.

found
In a statement issued ear-
lier in the day, the police
said a joint team of security
forces Dant

ing Rifle (SLRK) and other

weapons were found at the

eration in the State: the number of insurgents killed this year
blast in Bastar region: anti-Naxal operations surged since BJP came to power

shun viclence and join the
and

the pol-

zone's
ber of Naxals killed by the
forces this year has shot up
to 185,

There has been a surge

this year and in the
his:

from the State by M.
2026.

Jaishankar will
travel to Pakistan
for SCO meeting

NEW DELHL

In the first such visit in
nearly a decade, External
Affairs Minister S. Jalshan-
Jar will travel so Islsmabad
to0 attend the Heads of Go-
vernment rneeung of (he

Con-
gress in e Seate aleo con-
gratulated the forces, with

Since the new BJb govern-
ment came to power in De-
cember 2023. Mr. Sal’s post

complete success, and for
this, our double-engine go-
vernment is fully commit-

Naxalism from the State is
our ultimate
In a media interaction,

the Chief Minister ap-
pealed to the Naxalites to

thelr camps and saln
Nexn) arcae. 1o

in the past incide:
0 3 late it release.
he police said th
the passibility of recovery
more
bodies.

ganisation {00y on Octob.
er 15 and 16, the Centre an-
nounced on F

The Ministry of External
Affairs said Mr. Jaishan-

gavelled w

ushma s\ura) in 2015 for
the Heart of Asta confe.
rence and bilateral talks.

“Mr. Jaishankar will be
leading India’s delegation
1o the SCO meenng.' MEA
Randhir Jais-

Voyage amid deluge

Rain tracks: A train passing by an ares p

in Bihars

district on Fridsy. P71

Tribal MLAs
jump from
Mantralaya in
Maharashtra

MUMBAL

A few tribal MLAs of the

wal, jumped from the Man-
buil in

ing against the government
over the halt in hiring of
wribal students for State-le-
vel government jobs undes

the Panchayats (Extension
0 Scheduled Areas) (PESA)
Act, 1996.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 3

yral told presspersons at a
iefing. “As and when the

p ramme develops, the

visit develops, we wil keep

any req
for a bilateral with
its Foreign Minister ishaq
Dar.

According to sources, it
is also unclear whether Mr.
Jaishankar will stay in Ista-
mabad overnight, as he
Inay reuim o New Delhi
the same day
i Ja!shankar may ar.

formal _SCO

Fekasi 4 Newr Delhi the

o Othcials sald the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister's visit

-

-z

Minister pledges
help to Sri Lanka

coLosmo
External Affsirs Minister S.
Jaishariar on Friday met Sei
Lanka's new President Anura
Kumara Dissanay: a
pledged India's “full support™

attend the SAARC (South
Asian Association for Re-
glonal Cooperation) sum-
mit, due to be held in Pa-
kistan since 2016.

ing to a ques-
ton about the recent meet-
ing between the new Ban-
gladesh leader
Muhammad Yunus and Pa-

of the efght-nation SAARC
process, the spokesper:
alleged that it was Pakistan
that was “stalling SAARC™,

ent
Minister Blhwa.l Bhutto to
attend the SC
nisters” metl.ng in Goa in
May 2023.
It is also significant that

Modi by the P:
vernment Iast mon

SC sets up new SIT to probe Naidu’s claim on Tirupati laddu

NEW DELHI

Moscow

Russia's Foreign Minister Serges
Lavrow urged the West on
Friday to lift sancticns on the
Taliban-ted Afghariztan and

on Fri-
da) consdmled "an “inde.
pend five-member

ghe,
Trrupati laddus in the pre-
wvious Yuvajana Sramika
Rylhu Congress Party

SRCP) regime.
A Bench oljusnoes >3
Visw

an
VSRCP of former Chief Mt
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy to utilise the apex

coust as a “political battle-
ground” w trade allega-
tions at each other.

oot want any pol-
itical drama. Fortunately
or unfortunately, both
sides are warring groups,”
Justice Gaval remarked
orally. In a September 30

least should be kept away
from politic:

C ropes Centre
On Friday, the court roped
in the Centre saying it too
should play a role in un-
earthing the about
the allegations. Besides
making the CBI a part of
e

the probe, the Bench
brought the enqs ect-
Iy under the supervision of
the Central agency's
Director.

The court's move to give
the CBI a larger role in the

probe was despite Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, ex-
pressing confidence in the
competency of the State’s
s

Mr. Mehta had submit-

SIT [constituted by the
Andhra Pradesh govern-

FIR has the potential of
hurting the sentiments of
crores of

independent agency only
to assuage the feelings of

Senior advocate Mulkul
Rohatgi, for the Andhra

residing worldwide.”
top court stressed.

“Not negative remark”
The court clarified that the
formation of the indepen-
dent SIT, which would also
include two Andhra Pra-
desh Police officers and a
representative of the Food
Safety and Standards Auth-
ority of India (FSSAD, was a
step taken to “assuage the

ed ghee used manu-
facture of the temple pra-
sadam.

“The

on the or
faimess of the officers of
the SIT constituted by the
State government. We are

in the

this matter to an

committee consisting of a
retired Supreme Court
u or a former High

ration of pra.  at the
Tirupati @

The p: would be
based on an FIR o e

Mr. Naidu had held a
press conference on the is-
sue on September 18.

Pradesh d
e having it the deity”  there was “conclusive
the court explamed. roof that lard was used”

in the ghee. He the

He was responding to
the stern observations
from the Bench in the pre-
vious hearing about the
Chief Minister’s supposed
haste in calling
ference. Mr.

quoted Mr. Naidu out of

context.
Mr. Mehta submitted
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Emergency to go through the

edits

sted

CBFC

nd
Films Production House (m.—nm by act

actor and
on Friday sought 30
and cl

The Ceneral Buresu of tnvestigation €D, in

vith the Nati

ional

Agency (NIA), arrested two middlemen and

Deputy

Superintendent of Police (DySP) Ajay

Pratap Singh of the NIA, posted in Patna branch,
on the of. undue

for gran:

favour in the investigation of an

ting
ongoing NIA case linked to former JD(U) MLC
anorama

Devi
offictal statement st

the NIA.

The CB1 on Thursday lssued the

Maldivian
President to
visit India
next week

Kallol Bhattachegjes

NEW DELHL

Maldivian President Mo-
hamed Muizzu will pay a
five-day visit to India from

Modi on June 9.
“Maldives is India’s key
maritime nelghbor In tha

padi Murm
delegation-level talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Atodi “on bilateral, region-
al and international issues

President l\lulzm is ex-
pected to visit Mumbai and
where he will

accused
ing 3 bribe preshyiiigvia Ajay
Pratap Is an Income Tax official on dep:

utation to

participate in_ business
events to promote com-
melcnl ties between the

countries. He will also
Vil the Ta) Maha.

Need to catch up with
China on technology,
says chief of Air Force

Iysis. We don't have a de-
sign to go offensive unne-
cessarily. Only when we

are pushed, we will do so-
mething... We have our
plans in place. One thing |
can pasitively say is that we
are training much better
than them. We have a

and
ifferent air forces
they interact with and how
many do we interact with.
As far as human angle is

concerned, our people be-
hind the machine are way
ahead of them.” he said at
the annual press confe-
rence ahead of Alr Force

Day on. 8.
“As far as technology is
not

ppen over a period of
&t cannot

To a quunon on the
gapability of india's air de-

network,
SRer st the syseamna e
ing procured could do si-
milar tions as Israel's
e Boia sk athie sy
tems. “We have a combina-
o of it defenoe systems

need for rz

production
rates of defence
equipment are
concerned. we are w
behind We need to
catchup
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL
AMAR PREET SINGH

which are fairly compe-
tent,” he said, noting that
India being a very large
country needed a large
numbers of systems.

He said private players
had to come in to ensure
the numbers. "WE can't
keep relying on one agen-
<cy. Even HAL will have lim-
itations,” he said.

Tall

er areas were coming up

and there were plans to
the clvil

infrastructure..

Cases can’t be lodged
against journalists for
criticising govt.: SC

NEW DELHI

‘The Supreme Court on Fri-
v said criminal cases
could not be slapped on
apersons perceived as
Critical of the government
while barring the Uttar Pra-

key
the Yogi Adityanach admi-
"In demoaanc nations,
freedom to express one's

protected under Article 19
M@ of the

Act.

The journalist, in his pe-
dtion, said the very pre-
lude of the FIR “compares
the current Chief Minister

analysis of the caste dy-
namics in his general
administration’

The FIR was quoted by

erT among
e Chier Midiseers of var
rious States in India, none
even come dose to Maha-
raj Ji in terms of popularity.
Maharaj i has the highest
number of foll

underscored in its ]ud.mnl
order.
Abhishek Upadhyay, re-
dvocal

by
Prakash Awasthi,

66 (computer-related of-
fences) of the Information

the
social media platform X

Since Maharaj Ji became
Chief Minister, Uttar Pra-
desh has reached the top
position in India concern-
ing and order. Uttar
Pradesh has excelled In
many fields at the national
level under his leadership.
Since he renounced world-
Iy life, he no longer belongs

0 any caste; he is simply a

sanyast (mo

petition  said
‘]ouma.lls:s duty is
serve ueh, to hold

power e H s
inform the public without
fear or favour™.

‘WHO gives
approval to
first Mpox
diagnostic test

NEW DELHI

in an important move to

Organizat
(WHO) has listed the first

x in vitro diagnostic
under its Emergency Use

&y in countries facing Mpox
outbreaks, where the need
for quick and accurate test-
ing has risen sharply. Ear]
dia

and control of the virus,”"
the WHO said In a state-
ment on Thursday.

me = enables delec

tios
(Gade. um DA from T
man skin lesion swabs.

SC dismiisses pleas to review
verdict upholding States’
right to tax mines, quarries

NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Bench of the

mineral-bearing lands and
quarries. The review was
decided on September 24.
i reached public domaln

" The. waaority led by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud had rule
that the power to tax min-
eral lands and quarries was
not the exclusive power of

senting | the
Bench, Justice BY. Naga-
rathna, continued to dis-

agree with the major

Justics BY. Nagarathn;
continued to disagree with the
majority view.

view. while the majority
on the Bencl

the review petitions, Jus-
tice Nagarathna said they
should be heard in open

e-Office system shutdown derails
administrative work in Railways

For about a week, routine
administrative work was
a s -
ways after National Infor-

the pleas of it by the
Union government, Karna-
taka Iron and Steel Manfac-
turers Assoclation, and

had freed the States from | matics Centres (NIC's) e-
the resrl the | Office, a product of RailTel,
Centre. c had | crashed.
found the States’s liberty 1o According to official
tax mines and quarries a | sources, the entire
part of the federalist prin- | movement and related
ciples of in the
“Any clilution fn the tax- | Raflvays came 0 2 grind-
ng powers of the State le- | Ing hak after the eOffice
syszem failed.

fmpoct their abllny to raise
revenues... Fiscal federal-
ism entails that the power
of the States tw levy taxes
Inl.hln the do-

Emergency and urgent
files were handled manual-
Iy during this period. Rail-
ways is one of the many de-

others, Justice
found a case for review.
ity declared
pparent
on the face of the record.
No case for review under
Order XLVII Rule 1 of the
les 2013

her separate opinion on

carved out to them
and subject to the limita-
tions Lai the Con-

that had fully
migrated to the platform.

RailTel restored normal-
cy on Friday, the sources
said.

NIC e-Office, a work-

Chief justice Chandrachud
had laid down in the judg-
ment.

tern that re-
anual

more efficient electronic

Urgent files were han
manuaily during this period.

system, ts in operation in
ore than 236 establish-
ments of the Indian Rail-
ways across the country
onboarded 1.47

Ofﬁne' M. sen!halnﬂ Sel-
n said that admi-
nistrative files were dealt
manually during the

The e-Office going of-
fline did not affect passen-
ger and frelght train opera-
oons as the Railways had

ndent and dedi-
caxed m :ner\mm o
“Rail-

Tel is maintaining &-Office
on behalf of the Ministry of
Railways and Southern
Railway Is one of the us-
ers,” he said.

Railway officers said
they had no idea why the

data stored In iCloud and
whether it was fully acces-
sible after the services
were restored. They sald
messages were sent to se-
nior officials in the Zonal
Railways in the middle of
last week the infras-

The restoration process
was dependent on the stor-

age wtilisation, the mes-
sage sald_ A top RailTel of-
ficer heading th,

ty
of backup and other relat-
ed issue:

s.
RailTel has stated on its
website that the NIC e-Of-
fice is a cloud enabled soft-
ware application  deve-
loped by NIC,
hasted at Tier: 11 Uptime
USA-ce entres
2t Secunderabad and Gu.
rugram  for  RailTel
customers.
Besides the Railways,

Limited (RVNL), and 5o on.
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Tended to walk over the sides (7)

Club of sorts to spread

Down
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Fish raised a stink (5)

153,5)

BUNEHE owNanauwn

g and cat, &id try @3)
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s-8)

Furious about current charging {9}
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Nature of Supreme Being

People cannot easily understand

the nature of the Su-

preme Being (Brahmam) with the help of the physical ob-

Jects they see. Only through V

‘can His nature be undersu

Vedas, Vedanta and Ithihasa

says in the Bhsngad Gita, =1 am seated in the
hearts of all. Prom Ms ace soatriors, knowl their

removal. [ am
e hratind —

6

oo

5|7

CIFFICULTY RATING: YT Sr 2 i

from the Vedas.* Lsurwzs)vz cha
— CH-15-Verse 15).
Sri Krishnan Swamy said in a discourse that

sage Veda Vyasa, in his “Brahma Sutra*, says “Sastrayo-
nithvar —Sastras are the proven evidence to learn about

Him.

An oft-repeated paradoxical question is why people are
subject to testing times and various problems when the

Ved:

sionate and graceful. When

God s
all souls are His creations, and He resides in them, why
should peoyle Bavie Msnarlites sbout Health, weakh,

answer quoted

";"‘"""" e = 5"‘ ""5 in the ; 13 that when people accept the Supreme
2 | Being as revealed by the Vedas, they can admire
g 3 v(vg Z ’31 dumusgncem which the same Vedas highlight as His
78 4 6/2'3'5] 'I’hereason rord\edlﬂ'elemebelweenvarlouspeoplels
35 81]/9/7 6 due to their Karma. Vedanta distinguishes between the
a2 7 3!8 4 1 physicalbody, the soul, and the Supreme A person
6 §771a 5 g should avoid mistaking the physical body for the indivi-
41 23 71 dual soul. Another point of caution is a man should
S5 8 7!  potthink that the sol pendent. It Is God's
57 9/816 121 andmeant torendes service to Him.




WHO gives
approval to
first Mpox
diagnostic test

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In an important move to
improve global access to
Mpox testing, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) has listed the first
Mpox in vitro diagnostic
under its Emergency Use
Listing procedure.

“The approval for emer-
gency use of the Alinity m
MPXV assay, manufac-
tured by Abbott Molecular
Inc, will be pivotal in ex-
panding diagnostic capaci-
ty in countries facing Mpox
outbreaks, where the need
for quick and accurate test-
ing has risen sharply. Early
diagnosis of Mpox enables
timely treatment and care,
and control of the virus,”
the WHO said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

The test enables detec-
tion of monkeypox virus
(clade I/1) DNA from hu-
man skin lesion swabs.



Monkeypox Virus

* Monkeypox virus Is an orthopoxvirus (a genus of viruses to
which smallpox virus also belongs).

* [t Is common in Central and West Africa and occasionally
showed up elsewhere.

* The virus has been detected in squirrels, Gambian poached
rats, dormice, and monkeys.



\

M*NKEY P&X

Aonkeypox Virus Mpox EY POX OR MPOX ?

Zoonotic Diseases

' Monkeypox is a rare Zoonetie Viral——— » (Disease that spreads = W?C'
= disease belonging to the Orthopoxvirus from animals to humans)
- genus in the Poxviridae family. The Genus Orthopoxvirus includes the
smallpox virus (varlola) vaccinia virus,
SYMPTOMS OF MONKEYPOX VIRUS cowpox virus, and Mpox (monkeypox) virus.
| » o
S U
> / » .

Swollen glands Muscle Aches Fever Headache Rash

(|ymph nodes) Typically, 1-3 days following The
onset of fever, initially develop on

SPREAD OF MONKEYPOX VIRUS

the face before spreading to
other areas of the body.

*1958

! Monkeypox was first discovered in animals in Denmark when two outbreaks occurred in

; captive monkey colonies kept for research purposes. Hence the name ‘monkeypox’.

#1970

The first case of the virus in humans was recorded in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) «

[

in a nine-year-old boy.




HOW DOES MONKEY VIRUS SPREAD?

VIA ANIMALS VIA HUMANS

4 2 8 e A b1 2h

Arimal  Eating produsts  Direct confact Prélonged Gesing
bite made of infected with body fluid or | Rashes, body Face-to-face, skin- EEIuIES. sex, multiple
animals rashes { fluids, lesions.  to-skin, droplets ~ Over 4 hours.  partners risk.

Note:- A recent study found monkeypox virus DNA in samples of semen, saliva, urine, rectal swabs, and faeces at high
viral loads. However, it is not known whether mpox can be spread through semen or vaginal fluids.

CLADES OF THE MPOX VIRUS VACCINES AND MEDICATONS OF MONKEYPOX

CLADE 1 . CLADE 2 * Monkeypox typically resolves on its own within 2-4 weeks. . °

e Clade | leads to more e For severe cases:

e Clade Il was
severe disease and behind the o There is no established cure or treatment regime.

death than Clade II. o Several new therapies are being developed or are

global mpox
e Clade Ib, a new offshoot

outbreak in undergoing clinical trials.

of clade | virus, caused 2022 e Treatment options to manage symptoms and prevent future
unprecedented human- outbreaks include:

to-human transmission in o Antivirals

a short period and had o Vaccinia Immune Globulin

been spreading through o ELTIIFTFAETISNEY (MVA-BN vaccine: Approved by the

sex. European Union, United States, Canada and others. LC16
P vaccine: Approved by Japan, OrthopoxVac: Approved by

Russia.)

JSSENSIC' =
R INJECTION =
3 §




Monkeypox is a rare viral infection caused by the monkeypox virus.
Mpox is a zoonotic infection (infections that spread from animals).
First discovered in 1958, Monkeypox occurs primarily in tropical rainforest areas of central and west Africa
and is occasionally exported to other regions.
Common symptoms: Fever, muscle ache, rash and swollen lymph nodes, pus filled skin lesions. It may lead to
a range of medical complications, causing even death (3-6% cases).

o Monkeypox is usually a self-limited disease with the symptoms lasting from 2 to 4 weeks.

o |t is less contagious than smallpox and causes less severe illness.

Higher risk group: Pregnant ladies, children and low immunity persons.
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INBRIEF Private sector activity grew |
at 10-month low pace in Sept. | seeperin |

BMW introduces M4 CS car at
ex-showroom price of 1.89 cr.

BMW Group India on Friday introduced the M4

special-edition models offering 2 distinctly sporty
chuaracter slong wnm motor racing DNA. Tris

combines lative performance with
prhe Suicability for dally use

Rupee logs its worst week
in more than four months

The Indian Rupee () ended nearly unchanged on

Friday to cap its worst we, ina
Hittle over four . as equity outflows sur)
and crude ofl prices rose due to a wor: of

the Middle East conflict. Intervention by India‘s

central bank limited losses, traders said_ The

rupee closed at 83.9725 against the US. dollar,

almost flat mlnpnl'ed with its close at 83.9675 in.
previous sesston.

the
ke i

The currency fell 0.3%

‘Living standards to
see steepest rise’

NEW DELHI
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharas

and witness the steepest

rise in living standards of

the common man in com-
ecades, aided

in the last 10 year:
‘Addressing the 3rd edi-

tion of Kautiliya Economic

Conclave here, the

ter said, “While it took us
years to reach a per cap-

ita income of 2,730, as per

Narmata Sitharaman

IMF pm)ecun . it will take
fve_vears to add

annlher $2.000 This is
ith de-

dl.nlng inequalicy, a5 the
clent (income in-
equ.my benchmark) for
rural India declined from
0.283 to 0.266, and for ur-
ban areas, it declined from
0.363 to 0.314, she noted.

HSBC India Services PMI

from 609 in

0 577 in S

lember; new export orders

rise at slowest pace in 9 months, while output price hikes were at a two-and-a-half year low

NEW DELHI

rowth in India's
private sector activ-

60.7 in

While  manut
sector ity
September, with factory

in 18 months, the HSBC In-

d.u Services PRI [Purchas-

index] re-
loSsod o Friday showed
that new business, in-
ternational sales and out-
put all rose at the

rates since late-2023.

output grew at e et e sk ot siocs (et 3023 mestes

, gobal sales 2nd

While the PMI slipped
from August to 57.7,
the headline Business Ac.
tivity Index fell below 60

for the first time in 2024,
HSBC's chief India econo-
mist Pranjul Bhandari not-

ed. While she flagged the
possibiliey of softer ourput
growth the coming
months, Ms. Bl

pointed out that Services

all new business intakes®
hit a ten-month
low. Firms attributed the

slower growth to ferce
competition, cost pres-
sures and 's in con-

sumer preference, that is
mainly a switch towards
online services.

India, US.
sign pact
on critical
minerals

NEW DELHI

‘With China dominating the

cxieal snlnesale frade Jo-

St i LS. oul Bekddy.
umundum

ex'pand and d.tvenlfy :rm
cal minerals supp!

Commerce and tndus.
try Minister Piyush Goyal,

ment with third countries
“We believe it could be

an engagement where
third countries be-
a source of capital, a

e
try Minister said, pointing
o opportunities in Africa
and Latin America.

Time is not right for GSP, social
security totalisation, says Goyal
‘No rethink on FDI curbs
in multi-brand retail’

WASHINGTON DC

Now is not the right time to
get into a detailed negotia-
tion around two
trade issues for lnd.h =
preferential
Eramme with the U.S. and
a social security agree-
ment, according to Com-

There will be no rethink
on the FDI curbs in the
multi-bi sector,
Union and

alternate avenues for
people to do jobs in...

That's a choice
said.
Referrlng 10 Indsa’s 100
il stores,

merce and Industry Minis-  Friday, noting that several  he said: “We believe that
ter Piyush Goyal. U.S. investors had brought play a very important
smeenngwhh up the subject with him. role and we want them to
U.S. Trade Representative suffered be incegrated with
(USTR) he th of Big and
and Ms. Tai the Tech and large retailers e-commerce, or get a
vork for the next and the interplay leading chance to

Trade Policy Forum, Mr. to the almast annihilation .ss practices of
Goyal sald. Speaking to re-  of Mom and Pop stores... e-commerce anies

ers here at the end of a  You could afford it but we are not looking at
three-day visit to the US.,  because your population changing the rules of
Mr. Goyal said it was not s much smaller, there are  e-commerce.”
the right time to discuss
d as the U.S. was on
the brink of an election.

“Both these issues ar government _ would n.ully originally happened

on the agenda right s work with the gover:

now, not on the agen - Committee on Ways and

fore USTR or me;” he said,
g to a question

from The Hindu.
The Minister said that

Means of the U.S. Congress
on the Generalised System
of Preferences (GSP) ssue.

“It's sad that when it ac-

that's destined for another
day.” he said.

NEW DELHI

The cost of a home-cooked

s that food infla-
tion may have gone up
again last

month.
Retail inflation had risen
marginally to 3.65% in Au-
. with food inflation

primarily due to prices for

tables, the thirdar-
gest constituent of the Con-
sumer Food Price Index,

2313 in

gone up further,
11% decline in LPG cylinder
costs cos th Last

For ge.
tarian meals, a 13% decline
in broiler prices, which ac-

for half the meal

count
cost, provided some Ielkf
bringing

Stock indices fall 1%

MUMBAL
The bearish sentiment
continued in the Indian
equiey markets on Priday
with

esﬁmuabommduem

selling on account of grow-

end the week at 25,014.60.

Q2: HDFC
Bank loan
book grew 7%

NEW DELHI

Private sector HDFC Bln.k
on Friday said the bank
fegistered a T rise i

to €25.19 lakh crore
ol quarter of
this fiscal.

The credis book was
223.54 lakh crore as of Sep-
tember 30 last
the quarter ended Septem-
ber 30, 2024, the Bank se-

d loans of
(lQ.Zm crore as a strategic
inidlative, it said in a regula-
tory filing.

The Bank's average de-

were 2353 lakh

age Ratio w:
12 fox the quarte:
the lender that compieted

HOFC Lra. thuly

including
weighing any prepayment

ties that may ar-
ise, and pursuing profita-
bie sources of lending.~

Goyal shrugs off
impact of Trump’s
import tariff proposal

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON, DE

Union Commerce and In-

us., that

wi
higher rate of 60.100% on
Chinese imports.
government
had relations with the
administrations of Joe Bi-
den, Donald Trump and
Barack Obama and that
things were getting pro-
gressively better, the Union
Minister said.
M. Trome, - duviog 8
on Sep-
tember 18, had described
India as “very tough” and a
“big abuser” in the U.S.-In-
dia trade context.
Mr. Goyal said India con-
sidered the U.S. as one of
the “most reliable trade

Union Minister Piyush Goyal
with US. Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimendo. 71

parmers~ and “outstand-
ing” trade parmer, with
whom trade was expand-

this relationship,”

Defends tariff regime
Mr. Goyal, defended In-
dia’s tariff regime in refe-

as “the most protectionist

country~
1r. Goyal ruponded to

this on Th
ery country prouscxs or-
tain goods based on its na-
Henal fiieremn anid Fiaead
offensiee metions of

countri

import tariff rate of some
163% on peanut butter, to
protect its farmers.

Weeds cause losses
worth ¥92,000 crore:
seed industry study

W DELY

Weeds are causing crop
productivity losses  of
292,000 crore ($11 billion)

eration of Seed Industry of
India (FSID.
The collaborative

Lupin arm
buys nine
brands in
South Africa

Cyient DLM acquires
Altek Electronics in
$29.2 million deal

WYDERABAD

company
Lupin on Friday an-
nounced that its South
African subsidiary,
Dynamics had _acquired
nine brands along with
their assoclated trade-
marks, from the Medical

experts NT.  Vioeds are a threat to crop. utritional _Institute  SA
Yaduraju, MR Hegde and  productiors FSi study. mo on OIND i Somh Africa; | then capabilities across
Sadananda has re- through a partnership deal sectors and add stra-
40-60% with | with impilovest, a South | tegic chients ase

of African firm. client

new,
weed control strategies to
address the menace. FSII

‘mately 25-26% of yield loss-
es in kharif crops and 18-
25% in rabi India.

Indian Council of Agri-
cultural a

The company has not

Directorate of Wee

search and Fsii mlusgd

the report, titled ‘Weed

Management — Emerging
&

alue. The acquired

With a strong footprint
in the al,

and industrial sectors, Al-
tek El

The study was
ed taking the experiences
in seven crops, including
rice, wheat, maize, cotton,
sugarcane, . and
mustard, from 30

Ln 11 States. The smdy

Strategies’, here on Friday.

3.200 farmers and JDO
dealers, Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dras and Agriculture de-
partmental olea.h

P
The report ki cecois:
mended various  weed
management practices us-
ing herbicides, mechanisa-
tion of weed crop
rotation, cover cropping,
biological control among
others and said such mea-
sures could lower costs by

stresses,
threat to productivity. The
study said weeds are

losses among all Mmic
posing  serious

a

threat to crop production

scarce, and offer competi-
tion for resources at every
sald.

stage” it
S |

noVance, and OviVance.
These products cater to &
range of health tssues such

offe ochemical
(plant-bas a
healthcare solutions, for
treating i

ducts in the South African
retail sector,” Lupin s

Cylent DLAS's capability in
TS
a diverse

Additionally. Altek Elec-
al Traffic in Arms

mas
. Olent 'DLA said that it
Iso significantly ex-

p.nd nmmnlg
pacity by adding additional
80,000 sq.ft of manufac-
turing area to cater to its
dlients globally.

“This acquhlnnn is pi-

500 clients to
DIM's folio and

votal.. (it expands our

global footprint, brings us

closer to our strategic cus-
er: s

acceles

rice

fent DLM opens new ave-
nues

dustry expertise;” Altek
Electronics CEO David Ak-
schuler s

amx




India, US.

sign pact
on critical
minerals

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With China dominating the
critical minerals trade, In-
dia and the U.S. on Friday
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
expand and diversify criti-
cal minerals supply chains.

Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal,
who signed the pact with
his U.S. counterpart —
Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo - said that the
two nations were explor-
ing a combined engage-
ment with third countries
as well.

“We believe it could be
an engagement where
third countries could be-
come a source of capital, a
source of technology, or a
source of critical minerals,
or could become markets,”
the Commerce and Indus-
try Minister said, pointing
to opportunities in Africa
and Latin America.




CRITICAL oo

DEPENDENCE ON

MI N ERALS CRITICAL MINERALS

WHAT ARE Mineralsdeemed critical vary by country. The United States classifies 35 minerals as critical because they are:
CRITICAL e essential to economic and national security,

MINERALS? ° from vulnerable supply chains, or
* e akey part of the manufacturing of a product. '

TORPE{';‘(%UNSE%'|ET?CT:|LAT CRITICAL MINERALS ARE EVERYWHERE

MINERALS

Tel L : Lithium is
elecommunications used to create
and electronics batteries.

Energy | |
Helium is used [ﬁ B make LD

Potash is used
in fertilizer.

Defence In MRIs. screens.

Strontium is
used in
fireworks.

Aerospace Uranium is used
in radiation
therapy.

Transportation
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Economic Supply
Importance Risk

Economic Importance

Disruption
Potential

Substitutability
Index (EI)

GVA Multiplier
Score

Cross-Cutting
Index (CCI)

Criticality of

Minerals

Supply Risk

Governance-Weighted Mineral
Concentration

End-of-life Recycling
Rates (EOL-RR)

Import Reliance (IR) and Self-
Sufficiency (SS)

Substitutability
Index (SR)



CRITICAL MINERALS: INDIA’S NET IMPORT RELIANCE (2020)

Critical Mineral
Lithium

Cobalt

Nickel

Vanadium
Niobium
Germanium
Rhenium
Beryllium
Tantalum
Strontium
Zirconium (zircon)
Graphite (natural)
Manganese
Chromium
Silicon

%age

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
80%
60%
50%
2.5%
<1%

Major import sources

Chile, Russia, China, Ireland, Belgium

China, Belgium, Netherlands, US, Japan

Sweden, China, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

Kuwait, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Thailand
Brazil, Australia, Canada, South Africa, Indonesia
China, South Africa, Australia, France, US

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China
Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, US, Russia, Estonia, Slovenia

Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, Madagascar, Mozambique, Vietnam, Tanzania
South Africa, Gabon, Australia, Brazil, China

South Africa, Mozambique, Oman, Switzerland, Turkey
China, Malaysia, Norway, Bhutan, Netherlands

Source: ‘Unlocking Australia-India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential', Australian
Trade and Investment Commuission, July 2021



Critical minerals for which India is 100% import-dependent

Mineral i Major application

Lithium | Rechargeable batteries, ceramics

Cobalt | Rechargeable batteries and superalloy

Nickel Stainless steel, superalloys, rechargeable batteries
Vanadium Alloying agent foriron and steel, batteries
Niobium Steel and superalloys, construction, transportation
Germanium Fiber optics and night vision applications
Rhenium Superalloys, aerospace and machinery use
Beryllium Alloying agent in aerospace and defense industries
Tantalum Electronic components, mostly capacitors and in superalloys
Stronium Aluminium pigments and fillers, glass, magnets

Source: A report on Unlocking Australia-India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential by
Australian Trade and Investment Commission, July 2021/ Critical Minerals of India report
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RBI KEEPS ¥ BELOW
84/%; FX RESERVES
CROSS $700 BN

THE RUPEE STAYED

ading to a
e T
further pressure the rupee.
The RBI intervention comes at
2 time when the country's
foreign exchange reserves
crossed $700 billion for the
first time on recor

dollar purchases. WPAGE S

SERVICES PMI FALLS
TO 10-MONTH LOW
IN SEPTEMBER

being

seasonally adjusted HSBC India
Services Business Activity Index

showed on Fricay. The slowdown

TITAN SEES 25%
Y-O-Y GROWTH
IN SEPT QUARTER
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MOVE FOLLOWS PNB ACTION

"Navratna' MTNL

IS now an NPA

in SBI's books

URVI MALVANIA & SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, October &

MAHANAGAR TELEPHONE NIGAM (MTNL),
a Navratna company, has been declared 2

rforming asset (NPA) by State Bank

of India (SBI), the state-run telco informed

riday. Th h

the loan accounts of the company, which
. ices in Delhiand Mumbai, to the

Pl

The total outstanding in SBI's account
is2325.53 croreas at the

ber quarter of th
the amount averdue as on September 30
=T281.62 en

“in order to regularise e mectuiok et
amount is due with immediate effect and to

Paid kmmcdiately. Your attcmtion is sle
drawn to the term that in case the overdue(s)
are not so liquidated, a penal rate of interest
is chargeable on such outstanding,” SBI
wrote to MTNL.

MTNL's total debt as on March 30,2024,
stciocd a£ €014 corme o b ket PSR it
ing SBL Bank of India, PNB, Indian

Bk, Ui Bank of Indta, Pumjab & Sind

IN DIRE STRAITS

: WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

KOCHI. KOLEATA, LUCKNOW. MUMBAL, NEW DELMI READ TO LEAD

Worst weekly market fall in 2 yrs

MARKETS FAILED TO hold
on to a relief rally on Friday
asthe k indices
fell sharply off the day’s

hs and closed wilh a
decline of around 1
registering their Fih con-
SEcitiue sagion GFlossts;
ivek Kumar M.

Weekly drop the worst since June 2022

Weekly return (%) Bl Sensex B Nifty
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ing geopolitical risks and
concerns over foreign
funds preferring China over

Sepe Sep 20

2024

June 17, Sep 27
2022

¥325.53 cr Mty
Total outstanding in

SBr's account as at o
Sept quarter end Ll

¥281.62cr

of the ¥325.53-crore

30,141 cr maae
MTNLS total debt as classified
on March 30, 2024 :"ddﬁbl

5

India to weigh
on the investor sentiment.

The Nifty and Sensex
plunged nearly 5% each for
the week, marking their
worst erek since June
2022 The volatile session
on Friday saw the Sensex
gyrate between 1,800
points and the Nifty slip
below 25,000 points in
intra-day trading. This
wiped out investor wasith

orth over 217 lakh crore

o the BS

Brent crude prices
($ per barrel)

p sectoral los.

@

H

discretionary

Consumer

£ o
g S
& =

77.98
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Will hit Israel energy, gas sites if attacked: Iran

IRAN WILL TARGET [sracli encrgy

and gas fields,” Fadavi wide assault that has driven more

on 519 crore in repayments to several

to provide the status of the loan facility it and gas  Iscael asd it had tar-  than 1.2 million Lebanese from their

has provided MTNLin light of the a1 Trantan Y geted the i omes, ed

um the will pay MTNLs dues SNN quoted 5 Guards in Lebanon v e potential sucoessor to the leader of
Ali Fadavi : was the damage on Friday  Hezbollah assassinated by Istact a week

TDaT) ciasins that there will be mo defautt on Fnﬂxy reports Reuters. afteraserses of strikes on sensor figures  ago. Hashem Safieddine’s fate was

in thi

'Union Bankof Indiaand B .

SBI also sought clarification on the land

ITNLas
an NPA_After SBI's move, other lenders suchas
Punijab & Sind Bank and UCO Bank are also
fikely to classify MTNLs debt as NPA
Additionally, the bank asked the telco

plan, which was earlier
Provided to it with granular details, along
th year-wise cash Hows.

Continued on Page 7

India, US sign deal
on critical minerals

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, October 4

INAMOVE that will helpthe coun-

approval to Jio Financial Services
and BlackRock to set up 3

mutual fund business as co-
sponsors. Jio Financial Services
and BlackRock had formed a

int venture ‘5o

and wolar modules, Lidia o  Fritay
sgned 2 with the US to
q:a.nda.nddn\xﬂymnr‘imxn
erals supply chain:
Themnr:nﬂume! under-

i
in July 2023 to enter the
asset management space
in inclia. mPacE s

ey el mccting ot
US-India Commercial

ystrengths in crit

semousnting el extoaction ad
Mol centres
Sround resilient semiconduct
rpty clalins R sl voorsasound
sustainability and clean energy.”

Ncwi v Deini, October &

on Y announced that
it has started manufacturing the

iPhone 16 on September 16.
The company is also

a to
d its retail presence in the

Govar,
& INDUSTRY MINISTER
~

THE MoU CENTRES
AROUND RESILIENT
SEMICONDUCTOR
SUPPLY CHAINS
WE ARE ALSO
TALKING WITH THE -
USTO WORK WITH  apparentiysecksto
THIRD COUNTRIES

coupier uch a mis

“If the in the group that Iran’s supreme leader
take, we will target ;n nu-u cnergy issed as

unclear and neither Isracl nor Hexzbol-
lah

The air attack on Beirut, part of a

IPO path clear as NSE
settles case with Sebi

oo CASEFILES

Mumbai, October &

= Related report on Page 3

Global investors
discussing the
‘Indian era’: PM

PRIME MINISTER Nacendsa Modi on Fri
day

N A DEVELOPMENT that is likely to pave
the way for the Natsonal Stock Exchange's

become a global leader in semiconductor pro-
Suaction

enegyinitsenergymix.
COMMERCE i b

(NSE) long-awaited initial public offering

Conclave, Madi sax
d global uncer-

tainties, we're
cussing ‘the Indian

(TAP) system by paying the markets regu
Iator T643 crore.
This comes close on the heels of the

pertained to

alteged misuse

fing recently on exports of
en

Securities and Exchange Board of India's RS TSN
access point

(TAP) system

to 8
against the NSE and its seven former

Per capita income
will rise by $2,000
in 5 years, says FM

tra
and Ravi Narain, in the decade-old co-  wOthers who
settied include
ex-MD & CEO
Vikram Limaye,
Urnesh sain, GM
Shenoy & others

dence to suppost the allegations.

age in the %
the stock exchange did not take active

bypassing the access point system, which

ment, services, policies,

INDIA'S PER CAPITA income will y amount on 25 “without
2,000i i NSE? B iz
Priority areas of focus  from $2,730 at present, T s £ law, through a settle
as i of a chief i ion offs- eder™
incudeidentifyingequip-  decade will see “the cer by the NSE and 7 i The amount was deter-

lathe

steepest rise” mined by a high-powered advisory com-

tate the mutually benefi
cial commercial de
ment of critical minerals in

living
the common pznple
u

mittee and later app

nology panel. whole-time memb:
Apart from the NSE, those who settled

the case are Vikram Limaye, Umesh fain,

Along with the settlement amount,
cight of the applicants had undertaken

Nirmala

Apple widens India basket, to make all iPhone models here

GM Shenoy, Narayan Neelakantan, VR
Namsimhan, Kamala K. Nilesh Tinaikar. R
dakumar,and Mayur Sindhwad.
=

10 bono community service of 14 days
sasd on dusing the year.
Friday.

mracez

ge7

Apple, which has over 3,000
employees in India, began manu-
facturing iPhones in the count

2017. The phones are manufac-
tured here through its contract -cn-

increase 20960 $9.5 billionin 2024,
aThe US firm began making
iPhones in India in 2017

mits contract

Faxconn, Pegatros
and Tata E ough its
contract partners,
Apple is the b:mtsl ficiary of by

the coun

According to analysts, Apple's
retail store expansion will help
r b 15y

in the premium segmeént in the

sumers foriPhones and other Apple
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country. Besides, users will get to
expersence and see ducts
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financialexp.cpanting,. B @ @



MOVE FOLLOWS PNB ACTION

‘Navratna' MTNL
IS now an NPA
in SBI's books

URVI MALVANIA & SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, October 4

MAHANAGAR TELEPHONE NIGAM (MTNL),
a Navratna company, has been declared a
non-performing asset (NPA) by State Bank
of India (SBI), the state-run telco informed
the exchanges on Friday. This comes a month
after Punjab National Bank (PNB) downgraded
the loan accounts of the company, which
providesservices in Delhiand Mumbai, tothe
NPAstatus on September 9.A few other public
sectorbanks had earlierdowngraded the firm.

The total outstanding in SBI’s account
is ¥325.53 crore as at the end of the Septem-
ber quarter of the current fiscal, of which
the amount overdue as on September 30
is¥281.62 crore.

“In order to regularise the account, this
amountis due withimmediate effect and to
be paid immediately...Your attention is also
drawn to the term that in case the overdue(s)
are not so liquidated, a penal rate of interest
is chargeable on such outstanding,” SBI
wrote to MTNL.

MTNL’s total debt as on March 30,2024,
stoodat¥30,141 crore,of which PSBs,includ-
ing SBI, Bank of India, PNB, Indian Overseas
Bank, Union Bank of India, Punjab & Sind
Bank,and UCO Bank have a total exposure of
nearly ¥8,000 crore. The telco has defaulted
on ¥519 crore in repayments to several
lenders between June and August 2024.

Union Bank of Indiaand Bank of India have
already classified the debt owned by MTNLas
an NPA.After SBI’smove,other lenderssuchas
Punjab & Sind Bank and UCO Bank are also
likely to classify MTNL's debt as NPA.

Additionally, the bank asked the telco

IN DIRE STRAITS

2325.53 cr ;P;{“Jaﬁsa :
Total outstanding in da Lz g nd
SBI's account as at own'gTa &
Sept quarter end MTNL'sloan
accounts
7281.62cr [aNee
of the ¥325.53-crore o Seph?
amount overdue mUnion Bank
ason Sept 30 of India, Bank
of India had
230,141cr | sare
MTNL's total debt as classnfled
on March 30, 2024 MTNL's debt
as NPA
\ o
4 M "L !

¢ -~
BB e e

=

to provide the status of the loan facility it
has provided MTNLin light of media reports
that the government will pay MTNL’s dues
and the department of telecommunications’
(DoT) claims that there will be no default
in this matter.

SBI also sought clarification on the land
monetisation plan, which was earlier
provided to it with granular details, along
with year-wise cash flows.

Continued on Page 7



Formerly
Company
type
Industry
Founded
Founder

Headquarters

Areas served

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income

Total assets

Total equity

Bombay Telephone Limited
Subsidiary of Bharat Sanchar

Nigam Limited Owner

Telecommunications

1 April 1986; 38 years agol'! Number of
employees

Government of India

Mahanagar Doorsanchar Divisions

Sadan, 9, CGO Complex,

Lodhi Road, New Delhi, g

India Website

India

Mauritius

Nepall®!

ROBERT J RAVI, ITS
(Chairman & MD BSNL)!*!

Wired and Wireless
Broadband

Digital television
FTTH

Fixed-line telephony
Mobile telephony
IPTV

Vv %1,798.41 crore
(US$220 million)!®! (FY21)
Vv T-2,451.79 crore (US$
—290 million)/®! (FY21)

V¥ %-2,451.79 crore (US$
-290 million)!%! (FY21)

v %13,350.75 crore
(US$1.6 billion)!5! (FY21)

v %-16,039.88 crore (US$
-1.9 billion)®! (FY21)

Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (100%)

3,309 (As of Mar 2024)

Mahanagar Telephone
Mauritius Limited (MTML)!®]

www.mtnl.in 2
mtnldelhi.in 2
mtnimumbai.in 2



Worst weekly market fall in 2 yrs

MARKETS FAILED TO hold
onto areliefrally on Friday
as the benchmark indices
fell sharply off the day's
highs and closed with a
decline of around 1%,
registering their fifth con-
secutive session of losses,
reports Vivek Kumar M.

The rise in crude oil
prices due to the escalat-
ing geopolitical risks and
concerns over foreign
funds preferring China over
India continued to weigh
on the investor sentiment.

The Nifty and Sensex
plunged nearly 5% each for
the week, marking their
worst week since June
2022.The volatile session
on Friday saw the Sensex
gyrate between 1,800
points and the Nifty slip
below 25,000 points in
intra-day trading. This
wiped out investor wealth
worth over 217 lakh crore
on the BSE.
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Weekly drop the worst since June 2022

Weekly return (%)
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M Sensex MW Nifty

-1.52
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2022

2024

Brent crude prices

($ per barrel)

- 77.62

Close: Oct 3, 2024

(At 6:30 pm IST) Oct 4, 2024
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Top sectoral losers

- weekly (% loss*)

Realty

Auto

Consumer
discretionary

Telecom
Energy

*between
Sep 27 & Oct 4



Five-Year Cruise
Bharat Mission




* The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, launched
the five-year Cruise Bharat Mission from Mumbai port.

 About

« The mission aims to excel India’s vision to become a global
hub for cruise tourism and promote the country as the leading
global cruise destination.

e [t Includes increasing sea cruise passengers from 0.5 million
In Phase 1 to 1 million and river cruise passengers from 0.5
million in Phase 1 to 1.5 million by Phase 3.



e [t also Includes developing 10
Sea Cruise Terminals, 100 River
Cruise Terminals, and five
Marinas under the mission.
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* Three Segments of Cruise Tourism

e Ocean & Harbour Cruise: Includes ocean cruises, coastal and
deep-sea excursions, as well as salling and yachting trips from
various harbors.

* River & Inland Cruise: Focuses on river and inland cruises,
exploring canals, backwaters, creeks, and lakes.

 [sland Cruise: Offers live-aboard excursions, boutique cruises
to lesser-known locations, lighthouse tours, and inter-island
cruises.



 Significance of the Mission

 Promotion of Tourism: The mission will transform India’s
maritime landscape and harness the potential of vast coastline
and waterways through cruise tourism.

« Economic Growth and Employment Generation: It aims to
boost cruise tourism in India to 1 million passengers and
create 400,000 jobs by 2029.

 Environmental Sustainability: The mission also aims to
develop eco-friendly tourism infrastructure by promoting cruises
In rivers and coastal areas.



Italy and Switzerland Redrawing
Their Alpine Border
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e Switzerland and Italy have agreed to redraw a part of their national
boundary, as melting Alpine glaciers shift the historically defined
frontier.

 About

« Switzerland and ltaly have agreed to changes along the
landmarks of Plateau Rosa, the Carrel refuge, and the
Gobba di Rollin.



* |n this area the Zermatt region of
Switzerland meets the Aosta
valley of Italy.

* The region is home to
several ski resorts that fuel the -
economy of both countries.
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Redefining Alpine borders

In many places Alpine borders
are defined by the watershed
or ridgelines of glaciers Border

---------- Flow of water

g
-
i
.
.

Glacier

Switzerland Italy
As glaciers shrink their
ridgelines can move, shifting
the border with them —> | New border

Shrunken
glacier

Switzerland



* Alps Mountains
— The Alps Mountains are one of the most significant mountain
ranges in Europe, Stretching across eight countries—France,
Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, Liechtenstein, Austria,
Germany, and Slovenia.
— The Alps were formed millions of years ago as a result of
the collision between the African and Eurasian tectonic
plates.
— Highest Peak: Mont Blanc
— Rivers like Rhine, Rhone, and Po originate in the Alps.



Akashteer Systems




* In response to escalating global security concerns, the Indian Army
has significantly boosted its air defence capabilities by acquiring
100 Akashteer Air Defence Control and Reporting Systems
(ADCRS).

* About
* Developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

* These systems will play a vital role in protecting India from aerial
threats, including missile and rocket attacks.

» Akashteer integrates radars, sensors, and communication
technologies to provide a real-time battlefield view, allowing the
military to swiftly detect, track, and neutralize aerial threats



Discontinuation of
Kolkata's Tram
Service




A small stretch from

Maidan to the Esplanade

will be retained for tram

lovers as a heritage
stretch.

Recently, the West Bengal
government has decided
to discontinue Kolkata's

tram service after 151
years of its introduction.




* What are the Key Facts About Kolkata's Tram Service?

* About Tram: A tram is an urban rail transit system consisting
of railcars that transports people and goes along metal tracks in the
road.

* In Kolkata, initially it ran on metre gauge but after 1902 tracks were converted
to standard gauge.



* Beginning of Trams in Kolkata: The first horse-drawn trams in Kolkata
began operating on 24th February 1873, covering a 3.9-km stretch
between Sealdah and Armenian Ghat.

e Calcutta Tramways Company was formed and registered in London in
1880.



* Electrification and Expansion:

 On 27th March 1902, Kolkata introduced its first electric tramcar from
Esplanade to Kidderpore.

e This was also Asia’s first electric tram service.
* In 1946, the tram was the first vehicle to cross the Howrah Bridge.

By the early 20th century, tram routes connected the city extensively, including the
Howrah section via the Howrah Bridge.



e Decline from the 1970s: The rise of cars and buses on Kolkata's
narrow streets made trams cumbersome and contributed to traffic
congestion.

e Cultural Symbolism: It is depicted in Satyajit Ray's 1964 film
'Mahanagar' (The Big City) and other films like Apur Sansar reflecting
Kolkata’s cultural backdrop.



* Recognition: In 2020, Kolkata introduced India’s first electric tram
library.

* In 2023, Kolkata celebrated 150 years of tram services with a week-long event
called "Tramjatra 2023".

 Trams in Other Indian Cities: Trams started in Bombay in 1874, Madras in

1895, Delhi in 1904, Kanpur in 1914, and Poona in the early
20th century.



* They were discontinued in all Indian cities hetween 1933 and 1964, except for
Kolkata.

* Trams in Global Cities: Melbourne, Lisbon, San Francisco, Amsterdam,
Zurich and Berlin have well functioning tram service.

* Melbourne has the oldest operational tramways in the world which started
in 1885.
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* Recently, the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has launched a digital
transformation initiative to modernize its supply chain management
system, known as 'Depot Online System’', with the implementation of
a new, microservices-based integrated supply chain management
system named Anna Darpan.



* Anna Darpan system: It is designed with specific key objectives which are
aligned with the strategic vision of the FCl leadership.

* The system aims to address and overcome the limitations present in the existing
systems like:
* Improved Efficiency and Productivity
* Interactive and User-Friendly Ul Design
* Data-Driven Decision Making
* Integration with Internal and External Systems
* Merger of Existing Internal Systems
* Mobhile-First Approach



* The system is being developed to
streamline and improve supply chain
operations and services at all levels.

* It covers operations at Mandis, Mills,
Depots (both owned and hired), as well
as divisional, regional, zonal, and
headquarters levels.




* Food Corporation of India (FCI):

* FCl is a Public Sector Undertaking, under the Department of Food & Public
Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

* It is a statutory body set up in 1965 under the Food Corporations Act 1964.

* It has the primary duty to undertake purchase, store, move/transport, distribute
and sell food grains and other foodstuffs.



 Fun fact




Already from your own cells scientists can
grow skin, cartilage, noses, blood vessels,
bladders and windpipes. In the future,
scientists will grow more complex organs,
like livers and kidneys. The phrase 'organ
failure' will disappear.

- Michio Kaku
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