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Monkeypox Virus

• Monkeypox virus is an orthopoxvirus (a genus of viruses to 
which smallpox virus also belongs).

• It is common in Central and West Africa and occasionally 
showed up elsewhere.

• The virus has been detected in squirrels, Gambian poached 
rats, dormice, and monkeys.





























Five-Year Cruise 
Bharat Mission



• The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, launched 
the five-year Cruise Bharat Mission from Mumbai port.

• About

• The mission aims to excel India’s vision to become a global 
hub for cruise tourism and promote the country as the leading 
global cruise destination.

• It includes increasing sea cruise passengers from 0.5 million 
in Phase 1 to 1 million and river cruise passengers from 0.5 
million in Phase 1 to 1.5 million by Phase 3.



• It also includes developing 10 
Sea Cruise Terminals, 100 River 
Cruise Terminals, and five 
Marinas under the mission.

•



• Three Segments of Cruise Tourism

• Ocean & Harbour Cruise: Includes ocean cruises, coastal and 
deep-sea excursions, as well as sailing and yachting trips from 
various harbors.

• River & Inland Cruise: Focuses on river and inland cruises, 
exploring canals, backwaters, creeks, and lakes.

• Island Cruise: Offers live-aboard excursions, boutique cruises 
to lesser-known locations, lighthouse tours, and inter-island 
cruises.



• Significance of the Mission

• Promotion of Tourism: The mission will transform India’s 
maritime landscape and harness the potential of vast coastline 
and waterways through cruise tourism.

• Economic Growth and Employment Generation: It aims to 
boost cruise tourism in India to 1 million passengers and 
create 400,000 jobs by 2029.

• Environmental Sustainability: The mission also aims to 
develop eco-friendly tourism infrastructure by promoting cruises 
in rivers and coastal areas.



Italy and Switzerland Redrawing 
Their Alpine Border



• Switzerland and Italy have agreed to redraw a part of their national 
boundary, as melting Alpine glaciers shift the historically defined 
frontier.

• About

• Switzerland and Italy have agreed to changes along the 
landmarks of Plateau Rosa, the Carrel refuge, and the 
Gobba di Rollin.

•



• In this area the Zermatt region of 
Switzerland meets the Aosta
valley of Italy.

• The region is home to 
several ski resorts that fuel the 
economy of both countries.

•





• Alps Mountains
– The Alps Mountains are one of the most significant mountain 
ranges in Europe, Stretching across eight countries—France, 
Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, Liechtenstein, Austria, 
Germany, and Slovenia.
– The Alps were formed millions of years ago as a result of 
the collision between the African and Eurasian tectonic 
plates.
– Highest Peak: Mont Blanc
– Rivers like Rhine, Rhone, and Po originate in the Alps.



Akashteer Systems



• In response to escalating global security concerns, the Indian Army 
has significantly boosted its air defence capabilities by acquiring 
100 Akashteer Air Defence Control and Reporting Systems 
(ADCRS).

• About

• Developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

• These systems will play a vital role in protecting India from aerial 
threats, including missile and rocket attacks.

• Akashteer integrates radars, sensors, and communication 
technologies to provide a real-time battlefield view, allowing the 
military to swiftly detect, track, and neutralize aerial threats



Discontinuation of 
Kolkata's Tram 
Service



Recently, the West Bengal 
government has decided 
to discontinue Kolkata's 
tram service after 151 

years of its introduction.

A small stretch from 
Maidan to the Esplanade 
will be retained for tram 

lovers as a heritage 
stretch.



• What are the Key Facts About Kolkata's Tram Service?

• About Tram: A tram is an urban rail transit system consisting 
of railcars that transports people and goes along metal tracks in the 
road.

• In Kolkata, initially it ran on metre gauge but after 1902 tracks were converted 
to standard gauge.



• Beginning of Trams in Kolkata: The first horse-drawn trams in Kolkata 
began operating on 24th February 1873, covering a 3.9-km stretch 
between Sealdah and Armenian Ghat.

• Calcutta Tramways Company was formed and registered in London in 
1880.



• Electrification and Expansion:

• On 27th March 1902, Kolkata introduced its first electric tramcar from 
Esplanade to Kidderpore.

• This was also Asia’s first electric tram service.

• In 1946, the tram was the first vehicle to cross the Howrah Bridge.

• By the early 20th century, tram routes connected the city extensively, including the 
Howrah section via the Howrah Bridge.



• Decline from the 1970s: The rise of cars and buses on Kolkata's 
narrow streets made trams cumbersome and contributed to traffic 
congestion.

• Cultural Symbolism: It is depicted in Satyajit Ray's 1964 film 
'Mahanagar' (The Big City) and other films like Apur Sansar reflecting 
Kolkata’s cultural backdrop.



• Recognition: In 2020, Kolkata introduced India’s first electric tram 
library.

• In 2023, Kolkata celebrated 150 years of tram services with a week-long event 
called "Tramjatra 2023”.

• Trams in Other Indian Cities: Trams started in Bombay in 1874, Madras in 
1895, Delhi in 1904, Kanpur in 1914, and Poona in the early 
20th century.



• They were discontinued in all Indian cities between 1933 and 1964, except for 
Kolkata.

• Trams in Global Cities: Melbourne, Lisbon, San Francisco, Amsterdam, 
Zurich and Berlin have well functioning tram service.

• Melbourne has the oldest operational tramways in the world which started 
in 1885.

•



Anna Darpan



• Recently, the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has launched a digital 
transformation initiative to modernize its supply chain management 
system, known as 'Depot Online System', with the implementation of 
a new, microservices-based integrated supply chain management 
system named Anna Darpan.



• Anna Darpan system: It is designed with specific key objectives which are 
aligned with the strategic vision of the FCI leadership.

• The system aims to address and overcome the limitations present in the existing 
systems like:

• Improved Efficiency and Productivity

• Interactive and User-Friendly UI Design

• Data-Driven Decision Making

• Integration with Internal and External Systems

• Merger of Existing Internal Systems

• Mobile-First Approach



• The system is being developed to 
streamline and improve supply chain 
operations and services at all levels.

• It covers operations at Mandis, Mills, 
Depots (both owned and hired), as well 
as divisional, regional, zonal, and 
headquarters levels.



• Food Corporation of India (FCI):

• FCI is a Public Sector Undertaking, under the Department of Food & Public 
Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

• It is a statutory body set up in 1965 under the Food Corporations Act 1964.

• It has the primary duty to undertake purchase, store, move/transport, distribute 
and sell food grains and other foodstuffs.













Thank you 
guys.


