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Noel to steer Tata Trusts
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ITP fall fuels slowdown worry

PRIVANSH VERMA
New Dethi, October 11
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Cloud on
SME Trafiksol;
IPO listing
put on hold
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THE SECURITIES AND Exchange
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dead, reports Reuters.
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INVESTORS AND ANALYSTS FLAG CHALLENGES WITH THE TECHNOLOGY

Tesla opens doors to robotaxi amid fanfare & skepticism

CHRIS KIRKHAM
Los Angeles, October 311

FOR A BUSINESSMAN who per-
petually struggles with broken
promises, Elon Musk gave himseif
Guite a to-do fist Thursday night at
Teslas long-awaited Hollywood
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TATA ramiILY TREE

Brother of
Hirabai

Married to Hirabai E——
-
Sister of Hirabai )
r
Cooverbai
Daughter
i Ratanbai
Nusserwanji Tata
Founderof -/ i
Tata Group Adopted Naval
Sons Married to
( |
S00n00 Simone
Commisariat Dunoyer
Son

Noel Tata is married to Aloo Mistry (Cyrus Mistry's sister). Noel has 3 children: Leah, Maya and Neville S

Ratan Tata

Son




ZARA TO ZUDIO
HOW NOEL TATA BUILT A FAST FASHION GIANT

Noel Tata is chairman of three listed Tata Group companies
(Stock prices since Noel took over as chairman)

Tata Investment Trent Voltas
Up 1,387% since June 24, 2010 Up 7,895% since March 31, 2014 Up 239% since Sept 1, 2017

| —




SELLING FAST FASHION
IN ASLOWDOWN

» Trent, which owns Westside & Zudio,

and is the Indian partner of Zara, is the

4th highest valued company under the Tata
stable, with a market cap of Rs 2.9 lakh
crore. When Noel Tata took over as chairman,
the company was worth Rs 3,417 crore

» Trent is India's fastest-growing apparel
retailer — it added 220 stores and 8,641
employees, a rise of 52% in FY24,

Rivals like Reliance Retail and Aditya Birla
Fashion have slashed jobs, downsized or
slowed the pace of adding new stores

NOEL'S D-ST HAT-TRICK

THE STRATEGY

» Trent has been riding

the success of Zudio, the
‘value-for-money’ fashion
brand that rapidly restocks
its shelves and has emerged
a big draw for younger buyers

» The company has

managed its costs by avoiding
expensive locations for

Zudio stores such as upscale
malls and instead pushed
ahead in smaller cities

with cheaper real estate

» The three cos led by Voltas 83%
Noel Tata are top gainers Tata Investment’  65%
among group stocks this Indian Hotels (Taj) & 62%

year (YTD % change) Tata Power I 39%

THE RESULT

» Profit
more than
doubled and
beat analyst
estimates in
the June qtr

> |ts shares
have surged
170% this year,
outperforming
most of the
world's big
retail stocks

Trent 170%

(Source: Bloomberg, Refinitiv; Compiled by Aseem Gujar)




CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME: HOW $165BN GRP RUNS ON TATA TRUSTS

How The Trusts Oversee The $165Bn
Tata Empire Spread Across 100 Countries

Tata Trusts

holds stakes in
Group Cos

> Tata Sons

holds 66% in (Helmed by N
Chandrasekaran)

"

Tata Sons’s Holdings In Some Key Grp Cos

TCS 72%

Tata Motors 399
Titan 21%

Trent 33%

Tata Steel 32%

2

34
al
29

15

Top Tata Cos
by market cap
(2 lakh cr)

There Are 2 Main Trusts, Which
Alone Hold 52% In Tata Sons

1. Sir Dorabiji 2. Sir Ratan
— Tata Trust Tata Trust ——

6 /

Trustees Trustees

trustees (named below) are part
of both the two main Trusts

Vijay Singh | Venu Srinivasan | Noel Tata
| Mehli Mistry and Darius Khambata

> > Pramit Jhaveri > While Jimmy Tata &<

is a trustee Jehangir H C Jehangir
of Sir Dorabji are trustees of Sir
Tata Trust Ratan Tata Trust

The 2 Trusts’ Chiefs, Always Parsis, Were Different
Till 1995, When Ratan Tata Took Over

Chairpersons of Sir Ratan Tata Trust
1919-1921 | Lady Navajbai Ratan Tata
1922-1927 | Sir Dorabiji J Tata

1927- 1965 | Lady Navajbai Ratan Tata
1965-1988 | Naval H Tata
1988 - 2024 | Ratan N Tata
2024 onwards | Noel Tata

Chairpersons of Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
1932 | Sir Dorabji Tata 1949-1950 | JRD Tata
1932-1938 | Sir Nowroji 1957-1969 | Sir Homi Mody
Saklatvala 1969-1993 | JRD Tata
1938-1948 | Sir Sorab 1994 | )) Bhaba
?::;a:‘;iz E—— 1995-2024 | Ratan N Tata
o o (,)m' i 2024 onwards Noel Tata
1949 | Sir Ardeshir Dalal




UNANIMOUS DECISION ON NEW HEAD SEES GENERATIONAL CHANGE

Noel to steer Tata Trusts

IN TRUSTED HANDS

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, October 11

TATA TRUSTS, INDIA'S oldest philanthropic
institution,sawa generational change on Friday,
with Noel Tata, 67, taking over as chairman, suc-
ceeding Ratan Tata, 86, his half-brother, who
passed away on Wednesday in Mumbai.

The decision, Tata Trusts said in a statement,
was taken ‘unanimously’in separate meetings
held on Friday. Noel was already a key trustee of
the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and the Sir Ratan Tata
Trust.

"I am deeply honoured and humbled by the
responsibility that has been cast on me by myfel-
low Trustees.I look forward to carrying on the
legacy of Ratan N Tata and the founders of the
Tata Group,' Noel said.

RatanTata had not named a successor for the
leadership of Tata Trusts before hisdeath,spark-
ing speculation about the future governance of
the trusts.That has been laid to rest promptly by
the trustees who met on Friday.

Consisting of a number of entities, Tata
Trusts,which together control 66% of Tata Sons,
the holding company of the $165-billion Tata
group, undertakes a number of social initiatives
across sectors from water to sanitation, educa-
tion to environment.

The true sway of a Tata Trusts chair became
apparent for the first time in 2016 when Ratan
Tata led the shock ouster of Cyrus Mistry as Tata
Sons chairman. Tata Trusts as the largest share-
holder of Tata Sons, oversees the running of the
salt-to-software conglomerate, providing it
strategic direction.

Apartfrom Tata Trusts,Shapoorji Pallonji group
owns 18.4%, Tata group companies own 12.8%
and the Tata family owns 2.8% of Tata Sons.

Continued on Page 9

B Noelistheson | EMHeis best-
of NavalHTata& | known for

Simone Tata,

and is married
to Aloo Mistry,
linking him to

the Mistry family | listed retailers

M His over four-
decade-old
transforming association with
Trent into one of | the group is
the country's expected to
best-performing | hold himin
good stead

Noel Tata combines
speed with caution

THE NEWLY-APPOINTED chairman of Tata
Trusts, 67-year-old Noel Naval Tata, finds himself
in a unique position, reports Raghavendra
Kamath. Besides the Tata surname, he is also the
son-in-law of the Mistry family—thus, a part of
both the families who own 100% of Tata Sons. No
wonder, when the Tata Group was scouting for
Ratan Tata’s replacement in 2012, he was consid-
ered astrong contender. However,when Ratan Tata
gave an interview to foreign media saying that
Noel lacked experience, it was perceived as a hint
to the selection committee. Twelve years later,
Ratan Tata’s half-brother finds himself in the hot
seat as chairman of Tata Trusts.

mPage 4
NOEL-TATALED 'RATAN TATA MADE
COMPANIES' PEOPLE SEE THE
STOCKS GAIN BIG PICTURE'
B PAGE 4 B PAGE 4



US continues to be
largest source of FDI
in India; RBI census

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, October 11

THE US CONTINUED to be the
largest source of FDI in India, fol-
lowed by Mauritius, Singapore and
the UK, according to an annual
census of the Reserve Bank
of India.

Out of the 41,653 entities,
which responded in the latest cen-
sus, 37,407 reported foreign
direct investment (FDI) and/or
overseas direct investment (ODI)
in their balance sheets for
March 2024.

Of these entities, 29,926 had
also reported in the previous cen-
sus round and 7,481 have newly
reported in the current round,
according to Census on Foreign
Liabilities and Assets of Indian
Direct Investment Entities for
2023-24.

Over three-fourths of the com-
panies that reported inward direct
investment were subsidiaries of
foreign companies.

Non-financial companies
accounted for nearly 90 per cent of
the FDI equity at face value, the
RBI said.

"Supported by valuation gains
as well as fresh inflows, total FDI
in India surged by 23.3% at mar-
ket value in rupee terms during
2023-24; on the other hand, ODI

growth was much lower at 3.49%,
it said.

Unlisted entities recordec
17.5% growth in FDI at market
value during the year.In the listec
space, the corresponding growth
was even higherat 29.8%.

With FDI growth outpacing
overseas direct investment (ODI,
rise, the ratio of outward to inward
DI stock at market value declinec
to 16.1% in March 2024 from
19.3% a year, the RBI's
census revealed.

Further, foreign subsidiaries ir
India maintained strong external
trade linkages as exports and
importsaccounted for 35.4% anc
31.5% of their sales and pur-
chases, respectively.

During 2023-24, total sales
and purchases of foreign sub-
sidiaries in India increased by
13.2%and 10.6%,respectively,ir
rupee terms.



» Largest Source of FDI | 9 93T UHSIANTS FId:

* The United States continues to be the largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in

India, followed by Mauritius, Singapore, and the United Kingdom.
qgFd Y 3ﬂ¥rﬁ—cﬁr AR H gcgeT facel e (Thas) &1 e §937 aid
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This information is based on the annual census conducted by |
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

g SAPRT 9RAT R dF (IRA13MS) carT Fu
T IS FAT0TaT R 3meRa gl

Census Participation | STe1dTUTAT # AR

A total of 41,653 entities responded to the latest census.

el 41,653 SHSAT & dIATH SIANVTAT HT TR
e




* Out of these, 37,407 entities reported FDI and/or Overseas Direct Investment (ODI) in
their balance sheets for March 2024.

sH o, 37,407 I oF AT 2024 & T 39T doig efic # Twaikme
/AT TacR gegaT fder (3NSN3Ts) S FIar &

« 29,926 entities had reported in the previous census, while 7,481 were newly reported.
OSell JT0TaT H 29,926 o T & Y, Siefh 7,481 AT érq’ré
a1q|




* FDI in Subsidiaries | UgTI® HYfaAT H THIINTS:

e Over three-fourths of the companies reporting inward FDI were subsidiaries of foreign
companies.

I THSI3S Hr RUIC e drell dT-diA1s & A hufaar fagel sufaa
$I g hUidr AT
* Nearly 90% of the FDI equity at face value was in non-financial companies.

90% & HAS UHhaITg sidadl IR-TadT Hafadr # A



Unlisted and Listed Entities | G=iage 3 e SHISIT:

Unlisted entities saw a 17.5% growth in FDI at market value.

Igdeey SHIsdl H UHSITS H 17.5% & Jefa oo 15|

o ~

Listed entities experienced an even higher growth rate of 29.8%.

gEeey ehrsdl H 29.8% #Hir IR &Y 3=9 gef™r T W




 Which country was the largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India,
according to the 2023-24 RBI census? | 2023-24 Y 3TR'=I°T3TI'§ SAAIOTAT & N,
NRT A gt el Ader (vhsmsd) &1 g9 931 |9 Fi ar 3o 41?7

1.United Kingdom | qc\o-llsés fepareH
2.Singapore | ﬁI?TI'EIDT

3.United States | g Id AR
4.Mauritius | LT




® JAPANESE ATOMIC BOMBS SURVIVOR GROUP AWARDED NOBELTHIS YEAR

Nihon Hldankyo wins peace prize

OTT UMMELAS & HEIDI
TAKSDAL SKJESETH
October 11

AJAPANESE GROUP of atomic
bomb survivors was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for their
effortstoban suchweaponsata
time nuclear rhetoric has
reached post-Cold War peaks.
The grassroots movement,
Nihon Hidankyo, receives
the prize “for demonstrating
throughwitness testimony that
nuclear weapons must never
be used again,” the Oslo-based
Norwegian Nobel Committee
said in a statement on Friday.
Next yearwill mark 80 years
since two American atomic
bombs Kkilled an estimated
120,000 inhabitants of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
Japan.Survivorsof the calamity,
who are known as the
Hibakusha, came together to
form the movement for raising
awarenessof the disastrouscon-
sequences of nuclear weapons
on human life.
“Theextraordinaryefforts of
Nihon Hidankyo and other rep-
resentatives of the Hibakusha
have contributed greatly to the
establishment of the nuclear
taboo,” the committee said
referring to a de facto norm
against the use of such arms.“It
isthereforealarming thattoday
this taboo against the use of
nuclear weapons is under pres-
sure” The organisation will
receivean $1.1 million award.
Last month, Russian Presi-
dentVladimirPutinsaid Russia

TOSHIYUKI MIMAKI,
CO-CHAIRPERSON,
NIHON HIDANKYO

- .

THATWE'D EVER
WIN A NOBEL PRIZE.
THE ABOLITION OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS,
WHICH WE HAVE
BEEN CALLING
FOR, WILL
GAIN MORE
MOMENTUM
THROUGH
THIS

will revise its nuclear doctrine
to include a response to
“aggression” by non-nuclear
states that is supported by
other nuclear powers. That
followed his warnings to the
US and European countries
against allowing Ukraine to
strike deep inside Russia using
Western long-range high-pre-
cisionweapons.Ukraineand its
allieshave not threatened Rus-
siawith nucleararms.
“OurmessageistoPutinand
to all world leaders to uphold
theinternational normagainst
the use of nuclear weapons,”
head of the committee Jorgen
Watne Frydnessaid inaninter-
view.“These are weapons that
should never be used again.”

NUCLEAR RHETORIC AT
POST-COLD WAR PEAK

H Hidankyo,

| ®mWhile overall

receives the | number of

prize for | atomic weapons
demonstrating is falling, the
through witness | number of such
testimony that warheads
nuclear weapons | deployed with
must neverbe | missiles & aircraft
used again | has grown

M Japanese PM Shigeru Ishiba called
the award 'extremely significant'

B Among the previous laureates, the
International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons, a coalition of
NGOs in 100 countries, received the
accolade in 2017

NOBEL PRIZE'24
PEACE

While the overall number of
atomic weapons is declining,
the number of such warheads
deployed with missiles and air-
craft has grown and will proba-
bly pick up speed in the next
years inan“extremely concern-
ing”trend, the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Insti-
tute said in June.

InJanuary, the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists announced it

is keeping the Doomsday Clock
at 90 seconds to midnight fora
second year. This is the closest
it’severbeen,tiedwith 1953, the
year the US and Soviet Union
began testing hydrogen bombs
— an even more powerful
weapon thanan atomicbomb.
“It’s been a pipe dream to
imagine that we’d ever win a
Nobel Prize,” Hidankyo’s co-
Chairperson Toshiyuki Mimaki,
told reporters in Hiroshima.
“The abolition of nuclear
weapons, which we have been
calling for, will gain more
momentum through this.”
Last month, North Korea
released itsfirst photosofafacil-
itytoenrichuraniumforatomic
bombs, showing its leader Kim

Jong Un touring a plant at the
center of the programme. A top
South Korean official warned
earlier that North Korea might
conduct a nuclear test around
the time of the November US
presidential election. There are
alsofearsthatIranis developing
nuclearweapons.

Nihon Hidankyo has pro-
vided thousands of witness
accounts,issued resolutionsand
publicappeals,and sent annual
delegations to the United
Nations and a variety of peace
conferences toremind theworld
of the pressing need for nuclear
disarmament. Its award joins a
string of previous awards “to
champions of nuclear disarma-
ment and arms control,” the
committee said.

Japanese PM Shigeru Ishiba
called theaward “extremely sig-
nificant,” speaking at a press
conference in Laos. It’s the
eighth time the Nobel Peace
Prize is given to work against
nuclear weapons. Among the
previous laureates, the Interna-
tional Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons, a coalition of
NGOsin 100 countries,received
theaccoladein 2017.

In 1982, the prize was
awarded to Alva Myrdal and
Alfonso Garcia Robles “for their
work for disarmament and
nuclearand weapon-free zones”
The board received 286 nomi-
nations for this year’s prize,
out of which 197 were individ-
uals and the rest organisations.
Their names are kept secret for
50years. —BLOOMBERG



* Nihon Hidankyo, a Japanese group of atomic bomb survivors, has been awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to ban nuclear weapons amid rising nuclear threats.
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* |The group was recognized for demonstrating, through witness testimony, that nuclear
weapons should never be used again.
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« Historical Context | ¥fag+ HEH:

* Next year will mark the 80th anniversary since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki WhICh killed an estimated 120,000 people.
3Tl a¥ RURIAT 3R ARMAER ) AW a7 PRI S &1 80dT afenis
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 Survivors of the bombings, known as the Hibakusha, have been central in the movement
against nuclear weapons.
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« Global Nuclear Concerns | dlRas 9{ATIT fRrame:

* Despite a reduction in the number of nuclear warheads, the number of warheads
deployed on missiles and aircraft has increased.

el A HHT & da9g, Al IR AR W dard
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* Thereis an alarming trend in the development of nuclear weapons, and some countries
like North Korea and Iran are reportedly advancing their nuclear prog‘_rams
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* Efforts by Nihon Hidankyo | fagYsT feeTaal & 9

* The group has provided thousands of witness accounts, resolutions, and public appeals
to advocate for nuclear disarmament.
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* Their work has contributed to breaking the "nuclear taboo" and raising awareness about
the catastrophlc consequences of nuclear weapons.
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» Statements from Japanese Leaders | SITIT=AT AdIT & T

e Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba called the award "extremely
significant” in light of the ongoing nuclear threats. ‘
WWW%QWWW% AR
NEHR ol "3 Teeh FAgeaqul" S|

* Nihon Hidankyo's co-chairperson, Toshiyuki Mimaki, expressed hope that
the prize would bring more momentum to the movement for nuclear
disarmament.
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* What was the main reason Nihon Hidankyo was awarded the 2024 Nobel Peace Prize?

| e et #2024 FT A9 oAifa [WFR FE ATT FROT F @1 =
9T?

1.For developmg nuclear energy for peaceful purposes | %l’lﬁl’qﬁf 3_c\"é.'QEIT & foIT IIHITT
Foll HT [AhE F & v

2.For demonstrating through witness testimony that nuclear weapons should never be

used again | ﬁW?WW@WWW%W%W
sl T & slt 39T AT gleTr AT

3.For launching a successful nuclear disarmament treaty | %ol 9IATYT IGECEIETI
I YE el & T

4, g\%{aag\/%%ng research on nuclear medicine | YYHTUT RIfehcar . Wﬂ'l?-l' I Sordr




Amazon prefers solar
and wind energy to
nuclear power in Asia

SING YEE ONG &
ISHIKA MOOKERIJEE
October 11

AMAZON IS CURRENTLY
onlylooking at wind and solar
to offer green power for pro-
jects in Asia, even as global
technology companies begin
examining nuclear genera-
tion to supply energy-hungry
data centres.

“We’re going where we
can procure today, and that’s
renewables” in the region,
said Ken Haig, APAC regional
head of energy and environ-
mental policyat Amazon Web
Services.“Is it possible to pro-
cure nuclear power in this
part of the world? Not yet.”

This is in contrast to the
US, where tech titans includ-
ing Amazon and Microsoft
are turning to nuclear energy
to fuel their power-hungry
data centers. The technology
provides low-carbon electric-
ity around the clock, a key
benefit over intermittent
wind and solar. Microsoft has
secured the full output from
the idle Three Mile Island
nuclear plant in Pennsylvania
once it restartsin 2028.

Earlier Amazon had
bought a nuclear-powered
data centerin the state. While
Asia remains one of the most
challenging geographies to
acquire green power, it’s the

GREEN DRIVE

|

M Amazon is currently only looking at
renewables like wind and solar to offer
green power for projects in Asia, even
as global tech firms begin examining
nuclear generation to supply energy-
hungry data centres

B While Asia remains
one of the most
challenging
geographies to
acquire green power,
it's the region with
the greatest potential

S —

Thisisin
contrast to
the US,
where tech
titans,
including
Amazon
and

Microsoft,
are turning
to nuclear

energy to
fuel their
power-
hungry
data
centres

M Currently, Amazon has
enabled 83 renewable
energy projects across
Asia Pacific with a
combined estimated
generating capacity of
more than 2.2 gigawatts

region with the greatest
potential, Haig said. For
instance, it’s now easier to
source clean energy in Japan,
while purchase regulations in
Vietnam and Malaysia have
seen encouraging progress.
Currently, Amazon has
enabled 83 renewable energy
projects across Asia Pacific
with a combined estimated
generating capacity of more

than 2.2 gigawatts,according
to the firm. The company is
seeking to source more clean
power agreements in South-
east Asia and India.

“There’s no question that
in this part of the world
renewables remain the most
available,scalable, affordable
and mature technology
that we can turn to today,”
Haigsaid. n—BLOOMBERG




 Amazon's Renewable Energy Focus | 3TRSTd T dAdIRI0NT Fall 9T €IT:

 Amazon is focusing on solar and wind energy for projects in Asia instead of nuclear
powetr.
AT TRIAT H 3o Yiatded & ot R 3R 9ad Fell W &I digd
@8, F & A I )

 The company believes renewable energy is currently the most available and scalable
option in the region.
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* Challenges and Potential in Asia | ofd T A ga’lﬁﬁ IR gHEATT:

* Asia remains one of the most challenging regions for acquiring green power, but it also
has the highest potential.
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* Progress has been made in countries like Japan, Vietnam, and Malaysia, making it easier
to source clean ene
ST, ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁs‘é% fSaa TaTs FalT ured
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« Comparison with the US | 3TARRT &I elaT:

* In the US, companies like Amazon and Microsoft are exploring nuclear energy for data
centers, as it provides continuous low-carbon electricity.

AT A, Wﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂmﬁmw@aﬁ%%@wmﬁ
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 Amazon had previously acquired a data center powered by a nuclear plant in
Pennsylvania.
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e Current Renewable Projects | JdHTT A0 Eﬂm:

 Amazon has 83 renewable energy projects in the Asia-Pacific region

with a combined generating capacity of more than 2.2 giﬁawatts.'
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* Why is Amazon preferring solar and wind energy over nuclear Eower for its pro;ects in

Asia? | 3RS TRAAT A 319a Golaed &
qad ST T FAT GISRRAT & T &7

1.Because nuclear power is banned in Asia | Fifeh TIRAAT H 9IATYT ol W giaey %’

2.Because renewable energy is currently the most available and scalable technology in the

region | FITeh TAIRIONT FalT dddATT H &F H g 3T 3T Taholddl
dheilsh &

3.Because Amazon does not have experlence in using nuclear energy | FiTeh 3-1?3IGIT-r =0
U GATY] il T 3TN el 3] el &

4.Because solar and wind energy are cheaper than nuclear power | Fifh X 3R gaeT
Foll WA Foll & FET %




Nobuyo Oyama, voice of
Doraemon dies aged 90

MARI YAMAGUCHI
Tokyo, October 11

NOBUYO OYAMA, BEST
known as the raspy voice of
Doraemon, the beloved car-
toon robotic cat from the
future, has died. She was 90.

Oyama, who voiced Dorae-
mon for more than a quarter
century,died of natural causes
on September 29, her agency,
Actors Seven, said Friday.

Oyama performed the voice
of the blue-and-white robotic
catfrom1979 to 2005.Created
by the cartoonist Fujiko F. Fujio
in 1970, Doraemon and the
story of his friendship with
Nobita, a good-hearted but
somewhat lazy boy, became
hugely popular.

The manga and anime
series have been read and
watched by millions of fans in
Japan and across the world
and have been translated into
dozens of languages.

In the series, Doraemon

Oyama, who voiced Doraemon for more than a quarter
century, died of natural causes on September 29

arrives from the 22nd century
and helps Nobita in difficult sit-
uations, often with gadgets
from the futuresuchasan“any-
where door” and “take-copter.”
Born in Tokyo in 1933, Oyama
was an aspiring actor and
debuted in a 1956 drama on
Japan’s NHK public television.
She had her first voice act-
ingrolein 1957 in the dubbed
version of the TV drama series
“Lassie.” Oyama’s raspy voice
quickly gained her popularity

in anime and children’s pro-
grammes. She was the voice of
one of three piglets ina popu-
lar children’s puppet show in
theearly1960sand of teenage
boyKatsuoin the familyanime
series “Sazaesan” prior to
“Doraemon.”Oyamaretired as
Doraemon in March 2005 as
part of a renewal of the voice
actors for the main characters.
“I hope Doraemon will still be
abeloved character in the dis-
tant future,”Oyama said. —AP
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RTT completes 19 yrs today; appeals,
complaints backlog crosses 4L mark

Ambika.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As the Right to
Information  Act, 2005,
marks its 19th anniversary
this Saturday, a report card
reveals a troubling rise in
the backlog of appeals and
complaints, with over 4 lakh
cases piling up across 29 in-
formation commissions (IC)
nationwide as of June 30.
The growing pendency,
highlighted inareport by civil
society group Satark Nagrik
Sangathan led by transparen-
cy activist Anjali Bhardwaj,
underscores the increasing
delays in citizens’ access to
information, with many
commissions facing waits of
over a year toresolve cases.
The report shows that as
of March 31, 2019, a total of

2,18,347 cases were pending in
26 1Cs from which data was
obtained. The number cross-
ed 3 lakh in June 2022. This
year the backlog was 4,05,509.

Meanwhile, 2,31,417 ap-
peals and complaints were
registered between July 1,
2023 and June 30, 2024 by 27
ICs. During the same time

INFORMATION DELAY

period, 2,25,929 cases were
disposed by 28 commissions.

The report also draws at-
tention to a worrisome fact
that seven information com-
missions — Jharkhand, Te-
langana, Goa, Tripura, MP,
UP and Chhattisgarh were
defunct for varying periods
in the past year. Of these, four
commissions — Jharkhand,

Telangana, Goa and Tripura
—continue to be defunct.
Eventhe Central Informa-
tion Commission has been
working with only three com-
missioners, including the
chief for nearly one year. The
report draws attention to the
backlog of appeals and com-
plaints in CIC which stood at
22,774 cases as of June 30.
“Maharashtra SIC with a
backlogof 1,08,641 had highest
number of appeals and com-
plaints pending. This was fol-
lowed by Karnataka (50,000);
Tamil Nadu (41,241); Chhattis-
garh (25,317),” it highlighted.
“Thedelaysindisposal of
casescanbeattributed large-
ly to two factors — vacancies
in commissions and tardy
rate of disposal by commis-
sioners,” thereport states.



* RTI g%_t (é%mpletes 19 Years | =T T FTAFR (RTI) A&AAIH F
19

* The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, completes 19 years, facing a
backlog of over 4 lakh appeals and complaints across 29 Information

Commissions as of June 30.
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* Growing Pendency and Delays | EIEFﬁ dfea AT 3R fAae:

* The backlog in appeals and complaints increased to 4,05,509 this year, compared to 3
lakh in June 2022.

e 3R fRASRIAT T dehcllal 58 el 4,05,509 g 9137 §, Safeh ST 2022 #
Jqg 3 olld AT|

* Many commissions face delays of over a year in resolving cases, causing delays in
citizens' access to information.
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« State-wise Backlog | Tt I & HJH dhaT:

 Maharashtra State Information Commission has the highest backlog with 1,08,641
pending cases, followed by Karnataka (50,000), Tamil Nadu (41,241), and Chhattisgarh
(25,317). ’ . ’ .
HERISE T HIaT T H# g9 3 1,08,641 oifdd AMH g, 38 dIG
Feiican (50,000), AMFAS (41,241), 3R oehEeg (25,317) €




* Issues Highlighted | 38TT 1T Heg:

* The report indicates that seven information commissions, including
Jharkhand, Telangana, Goa, Tripura, UP, and Chhattisgarh, were
defunct for varying periods over the past year.
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1. Vacancies in commissions and the slow pace of case disposal by commissioners have
contributed to the delay.
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* As of June 30, 2024, which state had the highest backlog of pending
appeals and complaints under the RTI Act? | 30 S[eT, 2024 dh,

RTlmW%awﬁmﬂﬁaﬁamaﬁTm
ST 9T HTF dhedrer AT

1.Karnataka | Shallceh
2.Maharashtra | HGIRTSC

3.Tamil Nadu | dfHe=TTS
4.Chhattisgarh | SdITIG
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\rw\ Unlted International Day of the Girl Child

\/ Natlons 11 October

Home Messages

Desbite the barriers thev face. most adolescent airls are hopeful for the future.




The 2024 International Day of the Girl theme is
‘Girls’ vision for the future’.

This year’s theme conveys both the need for urgent
action and persistent hope, driven by the power of
girls” voices and vision for the future.




* Background

* In 1995 at the World Conference on Women in Beijing countries
unanimously adopted the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action — the
most progressive blueprint ever for advancing the rights of not only
women but girls. The Beijing Declaration is the first to specifically call out
girls’ rights.

* On December 19, 2011, United Nations General Assembly
adopted Resolution 66/170 to declare October 11 as the International Day

of the Girl Child, to recognize girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls
face around the world.



https://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/66/170

Colombo Security
Conclave Charter
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Recently, the members of Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) India,
Sri Lanka, the Maldives and Mauritius signed a Charter and a
memorandum of understanding, for the establishment of the CSC

secretariat in Colombo.

Bangladesh was absent and Seychelles participated as an observer
state.




What are the Key Facts About the Colombo Security Conclave?

Background of CSC:

It was originally known as the NSA Trilateral on Maritime Security and was
established between India, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives in 2011.

It was an initiative of Sri Lanka to enhance maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.




 Members: India, Sri Lanka, and the
Maldives were its founding
members.
* Mauvritius joined the conclave
in 2022 while Bangladesh joined

in 2024. Seychelles is an observer

state.



 Defence Exercises:

* |In November 2021, India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives conducted Exercise
Dosti XV in Maldives.

* India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives subsequently conducted their first joint
exercise in the Arabian Sea under the aegis of the CSC.
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The “Anaconda Plan”

The Union’s strategy:

* Naval blockade
from Louisiana to
Virginia

« Control of the
Mississippi River

e Capture Richmond

Confederate strategy
primarily defensive




* Talwan’s navy commander recently claimed that the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) Is using an ‘anaconda strategy’ to
sgueeze the island nation.

 What is Anaconda Strategy?

* It refers to a military strategy aimed at slowly encircling and
cutting off an enemy’s resources, effectively “squeezing” them
Into submission without direct confrontation.

* The strategy was proposed by Union General Winfield
Scott during the early stages of the American Civil War.



 The primary objective of this strategy was to suffocate the
Confederacy economically and militarily, similar to how an anaconda
snake coils around and asphyxiates its prey.

 China’s ‘anaconda strategy’ against Taiwan reportedly
Involves a mix of military maneuvers, psychological tactics, and
cyber warfare to eventually weaken Taiwan’s defenses
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* The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has proposed the Reserve
Bank — Climate Risk
Information System (RB-

CRIS) to address fragmented
climate-related data, which
poses risks to the financial
system.



* Reserve Bank — Climate Risk Information System (RB-
CRIS)

e It will be In two parts, to bridge the gap in climate-related data
that is currently available in a fragmented manner.
« Part One: A web-based directory that will list various publicly

accessible data sources, including meteorological and geospatial data,
on the RBI's website.

« Part Two: A data portal with standardized datasets, accessible only to
regulated entities in a phased manner.



* Purpose: It aims to support
regulated entities in conducting
climate risk assessments to
maintain the stability of their

balance sheets and the overall
financial system.

« High-quality data on local climate
scenarios, forecasts, and

emissions Is essential for effective
risk assessments.



Brahmi Inscription
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Brahmi Script

Northern Brahmi

Y
Gupta Script (4th century)

" . W—— 4

~» Siddham Script — Assamese, Bengali
(6th century) Tibetan Script.
[used in writing
Sanskrit in Buddhism]

—» Sarada Script
(8th century)

[used in writing
Sanskrit & kashmiri
language]

—»  Gurmukhi Script
(Punjabi language)
(16th century)

~» MNagari Script — Devanagari Script (10th centurv}

(10th century) (Hindilanguage)
Gujarati Script (17th century)

Southern Brahmi

~» Bhattiprolu Script — Kadamba — Kannada

(1st century BC) Script Telugu Script

—» Vatteluttu Script — Tamil Script

(8th century)

~» Grantha Script — Malayalam Script

(6th century)

—» Mon Script (Burma)

~» Khmer Script (Cambodia)

» Baybayin Script (Philippines)



* located in Nepal.

* known as Rummindei Inscription

* commemorative inscription recording
Ashoka’s visit to Buddha’s birth place

. talks about Tax Concession granted to

the residents of Lumbini to Honor lord
Buddha

Lumbini Inscription

bl e e 5
o R 5 Ny

Nigai Sagar Edict
4 B * located in Nepal.

. Asoka called himself as Priyadarsin

* talks about the Enlargement Of Stupa

Kalsi Inscription * Located in Uttarakhand

. used Pali language and Brahmi script

 image of royal elephant on the edict

. detailed about humane approach by
Asoka post his conversion to Buddhism

Dhauli Inscription | * known Santi Stupa/peace pagoda
o e * Located in Puri district, Odisha.

* located on the site of Kalinga war

* has a depiction of monumental rock cut
elephant.




A Brahmi Inscription found from the 2nd century C.E. In
Dharanikota village, Amaravathi mandal in Andhra Pradesh.

« Engraved on a memorial pillar, the inscription is written in Prakrit
language using Brahmi script.



About Brahmi Inscription

Brahmi is one of the oldest writing systems of the Indian
subcontinent, dating back to the Mauryan Period.

Early Brahmi inscriptions were typically written in Prakrit, an
ancient language, though later inscriptions were written in Sanskrit.




« Itis the precursor of many modern Indian scripts, including
Devanagari, Tamil, Bengali, Kannada, and others.

 Brahmi inscriptions have been found in various regions of India,
Including Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh.

 Brahmi played a key role in spreading Buddhist texts and
Inscriptions throughout South Asia and beyond, into Southeast
Asia and Central Asia.
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