Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \6 ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

ﬁG‘

The Indian i U Jansatta
Express

1
Financial
Express



Class24 App download




> C Mm 25 class24.study/railway/courses % W © ' A (.

@ Class24 Home Exams v  Current Affairs Buyacourse v  Blog Live Test Aboutus

RAILWAY COURSES

GENERAL SCIENCE & BASIC SCIENCE & ENGG.
v RAILWAY EXAM

RRB ALP/TECHNICIAN ® RRB ALP/Technician

For All ITI Trade Exam

L h ] é FOR ALL ITI TRADE EXAM pE—
< COMPLETE TRADE THEORY i ¥ Mechanical/Automobile
SCIENCE SPECIAL ¥ complete engineering Drawing : ECLECTRICIAN i)
& complete general science B © Fitter/Welder/ Turer
RRB ALP & TECHNICIAN & MCQ's for each topics = ® ELECTRICIAN FIELD g © Diesel/Heat Engine/rac
% & practice ( theoretical & numerical ) ®¢ »f®> CLASS2A © NUMERICAL SESSION © Tractor Mechanic
For RRB ALP 20 { j printable COTplele notes ( pdf's) 4 0 °/ o F F ®PYQS Z999/-7 799/~ © Numerical Session shubham Sir
° ncert examplar (¢} ® HINDI+ ENGLISH NOTES Q@ rvas
JOIN NOW 150+ hourse video course ©RECORDED CLASSES USE CODE © Hindi+English Notes .
/ e —— USE CODE: R40 ®REVISION / MODULE TRADE © Rogular Livo Classos Cosirae Fo:
WWW.CLASS24.STUDY Voo = i = R 999/~ ¥799/-
BASIC SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING COURSE © A d
e e NER/ b
Features : JUNDATION BA |

& General Science by Shipra Ma’am
« Basic Science and Engg by Shubham sir

« Maths by Umesh Sir 1. THEORY + PRACTISE PDF

Deussze

/
& Reasoning by Shubham Sir ©asE o cussu 2. NUMERICALS
 Theory of each and every chapter in detail 3. ALL PHYSICS TOPIC olog
« Printable Notes 600/ OF F 4. ENGE.TOPICS - — .
o mcas (] 5. SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
o 100 Free Test > § LITERACY & ENVIRONMENT erica
. USE CODE: D60 7. 350 QUESTIONS BODKLET “ op EXp dQ or




CURRENT . COMPLETE

. $2 GK/GS
AFFAIRS & Y& COURSE

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir

@COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) .
CURRENT AFFAIRS Sre @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) ! , @HISTORY

©360"'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED SZCE)IE)I;YRAPHY

e ! ) YW, oECONOMICS
T1959/- 3599/' A\ @SCIENCE
Offer Date ‘ P |
12 & 13 OCT. T1959/-3599/-
USECODE-B70 CALL FOR SUPPORT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE - B70




“OPTIMISM IS A HAPPINESS
MAGNET. IF YOU STAY
POSITIVE, GOOD THINGS
AND GOOD PEOPLE WILL BE
DRAWN TO YOU.”

MARY LOU RETTON
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Nijjar case: Indla, Canada ‘expel’ diplomats

India says it has ex

NEW DELHI

wrn of

LUCKNOW
The Mahas locality in Babeaich
of Uttar Pradesh remained on
edge on Monday, a day after a
person was killed during a
Durga idol immersion
procession. Thirty people have
been detained over the

=0 left zeveral

NEW DELME
Fire counts in Punjab, a praxy
for stubble burning, have
rapidly rizen in the last week. A
otat of 572 fure counts were
reported from September 15 1o
October 13 in the State, while
468 instances of stubble
buming have been reported in
Faryana thes year. » PAGE 4

israe
Christian-majcrity wilage in
Lebanon, far from Hezbollah
srongtictds. o Moriday ldlled
at feast 21 people with DNA
tests being conducted to
certify body parts. The official
pramsaiyeds Agency said the

events, India on Mon-

day decided to with-
dnm n_s lllgh Commission-
er Kumar Verma
S ot senior diplomats
stationed in Canada. :oon
thereafter, tndia expelle

e
cluding the chargé daf-
faires  Stewart
Wheeler.

he

T developments
came hours after the Cana-
dian

lled six Canadian di

Exrernal Affairs described

the Canadian allegations as
“preposterous  imputa-
ns”, arg  the

agency AP reported that

Zovernment
ea expdled ‘st Indian di-
plomats, including the
High Commissioner.

“Endangered safety”

£on
e ncian afhoials o
“persons of interest~ for
thelr alleged role In the
une killing of

pro-
Khatiscan ogure. Hardecp
Singh Nijjar in British
ol

unusually sharp

response, the Minisery of

The about
the withdrawal of Indian
diplomats =

n after the

d the
of the Justin Trudeau go-
had “endan-

Commissioner: Canada claims it has ex
the Canadian government declared the six Indian official as ‘persons of interest’ for their alleged role in killing of pro-Khalistan figure Hardeep Singh

2cia have been stramed since Hardsep
year. Here are some key developments:

gered the ~safety- of the
diplomars there.

i ay evening,
the Ministry of External A%
fairs announced that six
Canadian diplomats — Act-
ing High Commissioner
Stewart Ross Wheeler, De-
puty High Commissioner
Patrick Heberr, First Secre-
taries Marie Catherine Joly,
David Trites,

Adam James Chuipka, Pau-
1a Orjucla ~ had betn ex.
pelled. “They have been
asked to leave India by or
before 11:59 PM on Satur-
day. October 19, 2024
said the MEA in

a ot

“We have recefved a di-
plomatic cnmmumuunn
from Canada

Suggesting that the thaian

High Commissioner and
other diplomats are ‘per-
sons of interest” in a matter
related to an investigation
in that country. The Go-
vernment of India strongly
rejects these preposterous
imputations and ascribes

them to the political agen-

lean Govern-
ment lha! is  centred

vote bank politics,”
declared the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) in a
statement.

The Canadian diplomat-
ic team in Del ‘was con-
veyed that India could take
further steps in safeguard-
ing its interests. ~India re-
serves the right to take
fuar

ther steps in respo:
to the dean Govern-
Bt Sappoey S _ete
mi: e and sepa-

ransr{. 1 asainst Indla- said
the N

The MEA came out in

Gescrve oo b rated with
contempt.” it
Nijjar was found mur-

jar
dered by a group of un-
assailants on June

18, 2023. Prime Minister
1 in ] announced
in the House of Commons
B s of the Indian

Gurdwara of Surrey, Brit-
ish Columbia in Canada.
Bilateral ties took a hit and

subsequendy, India froze
visa facilities for Canadian
citizens and in October, 41
Canadian diplomats were
Sithdrawn from Canada's

ed six Indian officials: developments come hours after

jar in British Columbia

missions in India.

‘Space to terrorists”
Monday's statement ac-
<used Mr. Trudeau of pro-
viding space to “violent ex-
memists and terrorists
have harassed
threatened Indian dlp!o
mats and comm

ers in

These
said, were jusnﬁed by the
“anadian orities “in
the name of freedom of
speech”. India alleged that
“certain individuals~ who
entered Canada ilegally
have been ~fast-tracked for
citizenship™ and that Cana-
o e Mareigmervian] K’y
exxradition

at terrorists resh:ung in

nada.
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Divine departure

End of festivities: A Durga iGol that was immersed by devotees in the Kuakhal river in BhRUBANESWAT BSNARALIN SOUT

Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson share Nobel
prize on Economics for work on wealth inequality

ence France Presse
STOCKHOLM

The Nobel prize in Eco-
nomics was awarded on
AMonday to Turkish-Amert-
can Daron Acemoghs and
British-Americans Simon
Johnson and James Robin-
son for research into
wealth inequality between
nations.

By examining the va-
rious political and eco-

nomic systems

the three have demonstrat-

ed a relationship between

soctetal imstitutions and

prosperity. the jury said.

e vast diffe-
Tween

tions for achieving this,
A Svensson d.

Mr. Acemoglhu, 57. and
Sar johnson, 61, are profes-
sors at t s
instome of
.

Mr. Robinson, 64, is a
professor at the University

Technology

of Chicago.
The jury highlighted the
Lsureates’ work in illums-

nating how political and
economic institutions play

arous political and econcmic

by European colonisers, REUTESS

a role in explaining why

countries prosper
While gthers do not.
“Altho

not closing the gap.” Jan
Teorell, a professor of ok
itical science and member
of the award committee,
told a press conference.
“Acemogiu,  Johnson
and Robinson have shown
that a large part of this in-

come gap 13 diie o diffe-

tem limits their potential to

ne
political instiutions in so-
clety,” Teorell sasd.

“Inclusive institutions”
In a statement explanﬂ

The US. economic sys-
te:

addition, the jury
ed that the Lnurcarer re-
search also helped explain

why some countries be-
come trapped in a situa-
ton of “low economic

growth.™
Mr. Acemoglu, who was
‘delighted~ to receive the

from Athens as the award
st

Horeh f the border greater
opportunities to

their education and profes-
of

sion, and they are

the U.S. pollnc.ul system,
which gives them broad
polstical rights.

By contrasz. south of the
border, residénts live un-
der other economic condi-
tions, and the political sys-

Acemoglu is
author of several best-sell-
ers including Why Nations
Fail: The ins of Power,
Prosperity, and Poverty.

September retail inflation
at nine-month high of 5.5%
as food pricesrise at 9.2%

NEW DELHI

India’s retail inflation shot

after hovering below the
6% mark through july and
.Augusr

table inflation
sursed from 10.7% i A
gust to 3 14-month
36% in September, \hhﬂe

.05% no:
Rural India.

however,

faced relatively milder

food mflation of 9.1% com-
red

retreating from a
us inflation pace for
the first time in 16 mon

even as price rise of cereals

aring prices: veg:
a 14-moath high of 36% in Septy

etabie inflation surged from 1
miber. FILE AHOTO

736 in fwgust to

Wholesale food prices
leap 9.5% in September

NEW DELHI

tnflation in India's
wholesale prices ticked up
o 1.54% in September
from 1.31% in August, with
food prices surging to a
two-year high of 9.5%
from August's 10-month
low of 3.3%, marking the
sharpest surge in 14

FULL REPORT ON
*» PAGE 12

recorde: 2.5% uptick,
ng 2 h streak
of dipping prices, amid a

1 hardening of prices.
Beyond food. house-

prices. also rose to a nine-

month high of 3.8%. in line

ki HAL Covernar Shalal.

Das’ assertion that

this element of price rise
bottomed our

While the RBI changed

s policy stance
to neutral last week, expec-
tations of a rate cut may
take a while to materialise,
with the central bank pro-
Jecting average inflation of
4.8% for the October-De-
cember quarter, before
cooling to 4.2% in the first
quarter of 2025.

i
“For a rate cut to be forth-
coming in the December
monetary policy review,
either the consumer price

GDP growth for Q2 FY2025
will need to significantly
undershoot the MPC's ex-
pectations.” reckoned
ICRA chief economist Adl
Na

var.
It is lkely that the in-
crease in inflation rate for

th of September
2024 is due to high base ef-
fect weather condi-
tions,” the National Statisti-
cal Office (NSO) said, even
as it highlighted a “signifi-
cant decline in inflation is
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Nijjar case: India, Canada ‘expel’ diplomats

India says it has expelled six Canadian diplomats and will pull back its High Commissioner; Canada claims it has expelled six Indian officials; developments come hours after

the Canadian government declared the six Indian official as ‘persons of interest’ for their alleged role in killing of pro-Khalistan figure Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British Columbia

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

n a dramatic turn of
l events, India on Mon-

day decided to with-
draw its High Commission-
er Sanjay Kumar Verma
and other senior diplomats
stationed in Canada. Soon
thereafter, India expelled
six Canadian diplomats, in-
cluding the chargé d’af-

faires Stewart Ross
Wheeler.
The developments

came hours after the Cana-
dian government declared
the six Indian officials as
“persons of interest” for
their alleged role in the
June 2023 killing of pro-
Khalistan figure Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in British
Columbia.

In an unusually sharp
response, the Ministry of

External Affairs described
the Canadian allegations as
“preposterous  imputa-
tions”, arguing that the
matter was linked with the
political challenges that
the Trudeau government
was facing on the domestic
front in Canada. Amid
these developments, news
agency AP reported that
the Canadian government
had expelled six Indian di-
plomats, including the
High Commissioner.

‘Endangered safety’

The announcement about
the withdrawal of Indian
diplomats from Canada
was made soon after the
Secretary (East) of the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
summoned Mr. Wheeler
and said the recent actions
of the Justin Trudeau go-
vernment had “endan-

Frayed ties

India’s relations with Canada have been strained since Hardeep
Singh Nijjar’s killing last year. Here are some key developments:

Jun. 18, 2023: Nijjar, a
Sikh preacher in British
Columbia, is killed

Sept. 21: India
suspends visa services
for Canadian citizens

HARDEEP
SINGH NIJJAR

Sept. 18: After his

visit to Delhi, Trudeau
reveals that Canada’s
national security
organisation discovered
“agents of the Indian
government” were
involved in the killing

Nov. 22: India resumes
e-visa services

May 2024: Canada
arrests four Indian
nationals suspecting
them of being involved
in Nijjar’s killing

gered” the “safety” of the
Indian diplomats there.
Late Monday evening,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs announced that six
Canadian diplomats — Act-
ing High Commissioner
Stewart Ross Wheeler, De-
puty High Commissioner
Patrick Hebert, First Secre-
taries Marie Catherine Joly,
Ian Ross David Trites,

Adam James Chuipka, Pau-
la Orjuela — had been ex-
pelled. “They have been
asked to leave India by or
before 11:59 PM on Satur-
day, October 19, 2024,
said the MEA in its
announcement.

“We have received a di-
plomatic communication
from Canada yesterday
suggesting that the Indian

High Commissioner and
other diplomats are ‘per-
sons of interest’ in a matter
related to an investigation
in that country. The Go-
vernment of India strongly
rejects these preposterous
imputations and ascribes
them to the political agen-
da of the Trudeau Govern-
ment that is centred
around vote bank politics,”
declared the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) in a
statement.

The Canadian diplomat-
ic team in Delhi was con-
veyed that India could take
further steps in safeguard-
ing its interests. “India re-
serves the right to take
further steps in response
to the Trudeau Govern-
ment’s support for extre-
mism, violence and sepa-
ratism against India,” said
the MEA.

The MEA came out in
support of Mr. Verma, de-
scribing him as India’s “se-
nior most serving diplo-
mat” with a career of 36
years. “The aspersions cast
on him are ludicrous and
deserve to be treated with
contempt,” it said.

Nijjar was found mur-
dered by a group of un-
known assailants on June
18, 2023. Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced
in the House of Commons
that “agents of the Indian
government” were behind
the killing of Nijjar who
worked in the Guru Nanak
Gurdwara of Surrey, Brit-
ish Columbia in Canada.
Bilateral ties took a hit and
subsequently, India froze
visa facilities for Canadian
citizens and in October, 41
Canadian diplomats were
withdrawn from Canada’s

missions in India.

‘Space to terrorists’
Monday’s statement ac-
cused Mr. Trudeau of pro-
viding space to “violent ex-
tremists and terrorists”
who have harassed and
threatened Indian diplo-
mats and community lead-
ers in Canada.

These actions, the MEA
said, were justified by the
Canadian authorities “in
the name of freedom of
speech”. India alleged that
“certain individuals” who
entered Canada illegally
have been “fast-tracked for
citizenship” and that Cana-
da has disregarded India’s
extradition requests aimed
at terrorists residing in
Canada.
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INDIA AND CANADA, INNUMBERS

Canada accounts for just 0.56% of
the total FDlin India.
: DPIIT data show total

FDI equity inflow
between April 2000 to
June 2023 was

$645,386.0884 mn, of which only

$3,642.5243 mn came from Canada.

But Canada is home to 5.26% of
overseas Indians

X Of the 3,21,00,340

~overseasIndians, 5.26%
: (16,89,055)arein
Canada, including

1,78 410 NRlIs and 15,10,645 PlOs,
according to MEA data.

And every 7th Indian student
abroad is in Canada
In 2022, of the
estimated 13,24 954
Indian students abroad,
13.83%(1,83,310) were
in Canada, according to Ministry of
External Affairs data.

Canada is 4th largest source of
tourists in India (2021)
Canada accounted for
5.3%(80,437) of Foreign
Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) in
Indiain 2021; 72.6% of
Canadian FTAswere members of
the Indian diaspora. FTAs from
Canada rose to 3,51,859 in the pre-
pandemic year 2019 from 88,600 in
2001. Arrivals from Canada fell

sharply post pandemic.

Bilateral trade is tiny: its balance
isinIndia's favour
India’s trade with
5 (Canadawas$8,161.02
mn during FY 2022-23,
Just 0.70% of India’s total
trade of $1,165,000.88 mn. Canada
was India's 35th biggest trading
partner. The balance of trade is in
India's favour; in 2022-23, India’s
exports to Canada stood at $4,100.74
mn, and imports at $4,051.29 mn.
HARIKISHAN SHARMA




§8.2 billion

Total India-Canada
merchandise trade
in 2022-23

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATICN

BUSINESS MATTERS

BL77LC

total investments
from Canada in
Indian capital
markets

FDI India has

N : K
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$66b|ll|0n

recelved from
Canada since 2000

invested in Canada

m—;‘ s Indian companies have

of total inward

remittances Indian
received in 2020-21
came from Canada



* Diplomatic Expulsion /ch??ﬂﬁﬁ? IGACOLGE

* India expelled six Canadian diplomats, including Stewart Ross
Wheeler, after Canada labeled six Indian officials as "persons of
interest" linked to Nijjar’s killing. India also recalled its High
Commissioner and other senior diplomats from Canada.
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* India’s Response / AR &I giafshdr:

* The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) dismissed Canada’s
accusations, calling them "preposterous” and linked them to the

Trudeau government’s domestic political challenges.

« TR F AL FHATAT (MEA) & FHATST & 3RGT A "SI
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* . Nijjar’s Case / [=sIY T HTHT:

* Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh preacher, was killed on June 18, 2023.
Canada accused Indian agents of involvement, a claim that India
strongly denies.

- g7 AE fAser, S v @ wuRes 4, 6 gcar 18 3+,
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 Safety Concerns / L& fRrare:

* India expressed concerns that the actions of the Justin Trudeau

government have endangered the safety of Indian diplomats in
Canada.
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m@mgmﬁwmﬁ@rgwaﬁaa%ﬁ
STel |



Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson share Nobel
prize on Economics for work on wealth inequality

Agence France-Presse
STOCKHOLM

The Nobel prize in Eco-
nomics was awarded on
Monday to Turkish-Ameri-
can Daron Acemoglu and
British-Americans Simon
Johnson and James Robin-
son for research into
wealth inequality between
nations.

By examining the va-
rious political and eco-
nomic systems introduced
by European colonisers,
the three have demonstrat-
ed a relationship between
societal institutions and
prosperity, the jury said.

“Reducing the vast diffe-
rences in income between
countries is one of our
time’s greatest challenges,”
Jakob Svensson, chair of
the Committee for the
Prize in Economic Scienc-
es, said in a statement.

“The laureates have de-
monstrated the impor-
tance of societal institu-

~ha

The three researchers examined the various political and economic
systems introduced by European colonisers. REUTERS

tions for achieving this,”
Mr. Svensson added.

Mr. Acemoglu, 57, and
Mr. Johnson, 61, are profes-
sors at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT).

Mr. Robinson, 64, is a
professor at the University
of Chicago.

The jury highlighted the
laureates’ work in illumi-
nating how political and
economic institutions play

B\

a role in explaining why
some countries prosper
while others do not.
“Although the poorer
countries are, of course,
becoming richer, they’re
not closing the gap,” Jan
Teorell, a professor of pol-
itical science and member
of the award committee,
told a press conference.
“Acemoglu, Johnson
and Robinson have shown
that a large part of this in-

come gap is due to diffe-
rences in economic and
political institutions in so-
ciety,” Teorell said.

‘Inclusive institutions’
In a statement explaining
the prize, the jury noted
the example of the city of
Nogales, which is divided
by the U.S.-Mexican bor-
der, where residents on the
U.S. side of the city tend to
be better off. “The decisive
difference is thus not geog-
raphy or culture, but insti-
tutions,” the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences said.

The U.S. economic sys-
tem provides residents
north of the border greater
opportunities to choose
their education and profes-
sion, and they are part of
the U.S. political system,
which gives them broad
political rights.

By contrast, south of the
border, residents live un-
der other economic condi-
tions, and the political sys-

tem limits their potential to
influence legislation.

In addition, the jury not-
ed that the laureates’ re-
search also helped explain
why some countries be-
come trapped in a situa-
tion of “low economic
growth.”

Mr. Acemoglu, who was
“delighted” to receive the
award, told reporters that
the “work that we had
done favours democracy.”

Speaking via telephone
from Athens as the award
was announced in Stock-
holm, Mr. Acemoglu said
that the economies of
“countries that democra-
tise, starting from a non-
democratic regime” grow
faster than non-democratic
regimes. “And it’s a sub-
stantial gain,” Mr. Acemo-
glu said.

Mr. Acemoglu is the
author of several best-sell-
ers including Why Nations
Fail: The Origins of Power,
Prosperity, and Poverty.




* It was first awarded in 1969 to Dutch
economist Jan Tinbergen and Norwegian
economist Ragnar Frisch "for having
developed and applied dynamic models for
the analysis of economic processes”




* The Nobel Prize in Economics was awarded to Daron Acemoglu
(Turkish-American), Simon Johnson, and James Robinson (British-
Americans) for their work on understanding how political and
economic institutions shape wealth distribution and prosperity across
countries.

* The trio's research analyzed how colonial economic systems
influenced modern inequality and demonstrated the critical role
institutions play in either fostering or inhibiting economic growth.



« Research Focus / AN T €T

* The laureates studied how institutions introduced by European colonizers
impacted the economic inequality seen in modern times.

* They demonstrated that differences in wealth between countries often stem
from political and economic institutions rather than geography or culture.
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* Role of Institutions / HEATAT Y ﬂﬁﬂﬂ:

* The committee emphasized the importance of inclusive institutions
in reducing income disparities.

 The example of the city of Nogales, divided between the U.S. and
Mexico, was cited to show how political institutions in the U.S. side
contributed to greater prosperity than the Mexican side.
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* Impact on Growth / QST 9T HTT:

 : Acemoglu, Johnson, and Robinson’s research showed that
democratic countries, which transition from non-democratic regimes,
tend to grow faster economically
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Indian probe team to
travel to Washington
over Pannun case: U.S.

WASHINGTON DO

As the diplomatic row bet-
ween India and Canada es-

Monday _over
The death of @ pro-Khalls

an  In i
ream would travel to Wash-
ngon on o
Errvese a plot to kil a

ployee directed a plot to
kil Gurpatwane Singh Pan-
nun, a Khalistani separatiss
designated as a terrorist by
the Indian rnment in
2020. Pannun Sikhs
for Justice, a group that ad-
vocates for a separate ho-
for

ties regarding the U.S. case

thas is proceeding,” the OF
fice of the Spokesperson at
the LS. State Department

had set up an inquiry into
the allegations in Movemn-
ber last year.

~Additionally, India has
imformed the United States
that they are contimuing
their efforts to investigate
Sifaer Hrikaper of fhe foem-

Emowernment employee
and il determine Fa]lnu.
up Steps, as necessary.”
spokesperson’s affics g

Doval summoned
Separately, a district court
in the United States had
summoned National Secur-
iy Adviser ajit Dol
fon Research and Ana’
L;-gm Wwing (raw) chief Sa-

nt Goel and others last
month in connection with
a complaint lodged by R
Pannun.

Forelgn Secretary Vik-
ram misri had said that the
case was based on “unwar-
ranted and unsubstantiat-
ed imputarions

Centre invites Manipur
MILASs for meeting today

a first since the violenoe broke out; MLAs
Fromm Meitei, Kuki-Zo, Naga communities have been invited: no agenda has been shared with them

The meetin,

Vijnita Singh
NEW DELHI

he  Ministry _ of
Ho

me Affairs

(MHA) has invited
MLAS three com-
munities — Meitel, Kuki-Zo,

the situation in Manipur re-

guired dialngue betwe
the Maeitei
cnmnnml(l.es. Mand the

Centre was in discussion
with hoth groups.

On June 17, a similar as-
surance was given by the
Home Minister, when he
reviewed the security sit

in_Manipur, alth-
in the absence of
Chier hinister M. Biren
Singh. The Ministry, in a
statement, had said that

convened

Intell

noe Bureaa, i

Mmornan holds a placard during a protest at Jantar Mastar an

Seaternber 15 over the

Mr. Shah underscored the

Fisncd, “1t ks an impor-
tant step towards resolving
the crisis in Manipur. Ho-
wever, there has been no
informarion on the agenda.

Corilict in Mani pus. SHASH SHEKIAS KASHYAR

for the meeting. m: will
decide how the com-
mounity can he]p e 5
community has been try-
fng to facilitae dialogue
forts

. =1 received a call m
& meeting arr.

Delhd. we do

is there on

da are yet m

know if the Kuki-Zo MLAS

coming for the

MILA'S peace committes
A Sl-member peace com-
mittee constituted by the
RIHA on June 10, 2023, was
rejected by both the com-
mnies.

ing. especially those in re-

before the gaps berwesn
the two

Third accused in Baba
Siddique’s murder
sent to police custody

MUMBAL

One of the suspects in the
murder of Nationalist Con-
rene arty (NG Teadar
Baba que. Pravin Lon-

sent him o police custody
il Octolser 21. He was ar-
rested on Sunday. [t was
the third arrest in the case.

shooters. Gurmail
and ara) Kashyap,
the third sl

the run. The police suspect
pangster Lawrence Bishnod
to be behind [hemurder,

will attend the talks with
the Meitel MLAS ™

Amother Meited  MLa

it beyomdl repair
Mr. Mewmal said, “It will

be acceptable to both the
communities.  Meetings
with bureaucrars will not
suffice, it requires political
Intervention ™

ey on the run
On sunday, © T primme ac

ed™ the shooters. While Mr.

Is absconding,
The police have arrested his
Pravin  Lonkar.
They are also on the loo-

and Haryana for tracing his
brother Shubham.™
The police suspect that

tion with the crime and
‘was being made a “scape-
smar

PCP (5P) leader Supriya
questioned the ~ca-

Sule
sual artitude” of the State
Eovernment despire losow-
ing the threats received by

Bomb th.reats

declared hoax

EW DELH

Security teams at Mumbal

0 a tizzy early on Monday
morning  after  bomb
threats, which were larer
decl b, d

dia’s Mumbal to New York
flight, which was already
airborne at the time_

The two IndiGo alrcrafs
pere taken 1o an isclation
bay at the airport
el scxecmd. The Ak o
Sa filchs was divered n
the Delhi airport., where
similar drill was done.

Om Birla stresses need
for regulatory fraamework
for technologles like AT

NE

DELE

Dialogue and cooperation
4 Parliaments  in
the field of science, tech-
nology  and  innovasion
were cxsentlal for grester
common
Speaker Oim Hirin ot ot
the 149th Assembly of In-

for
Mr. Birla was leading an
Indian Parliamentary Dele-
gatlon at the conference,
discussed the theme

ment issued by
Sabha secresariat, M. girls
expres: hope  that
(hln\.qgh a fﬂru]n like the
"

B

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
speaking 2t an IPU meet in
Geneva iy

world through shared ac-
tion plans and joint eforts.

ogy. safeguarding dara pri-
vacy of cltizens, ensuring

proper use of artficial

telligence (AL, apart Trom

would be
able to pave the way for in-
chisive development in the

sharing of the be-
nefits of tec gy, He
urged the (PU forum as

well as mational Parlia-
ments to take up the issue

Mr. Birla
was unequivocal in stating
that the collective endea-

sure fair and equitable dis-
tribution of the benefits of

science, technology  and
i
Calling for

U.P. Police detain 30 over violence
in Bahraich; Internet suspended

LUCKNOW

The Mahasi kocality in Bah-
raich district of Uttar Pra-
desh remained on edge on

oy, a day after a per-
son was killed during a
Durga idol Immersion pro-

The police resorted to lathi
charge and fired tear gas
turned

of technological advance-
ments, sclentific research
and innovative approaches
so that the frults of such
advancements are shared
lever

~ initiated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modl

tew, founded in
1889 as the first muln]s(er—

Metarcycles set on fire by protesters
afer violenee Broke out durng an id

with the violence that left

. 22; Ranjan,
sa

besh Bajpal, 52 e in-
Jm

2l poliical on
a lobal forum of naconal
‘Parliaments.

the
Thirty people have been
prki e

the Mahasi
bce Ourpost in-charge Shiv
Kumar for

Baraich o Menday, 2 day
el immersion procession. T

Senior Congress leader
and formes Uttar Pradesh

s in-charge Privan-
ks Gandhi Vadra appealed
for demanded

administrarion of inaction.

Tosloe erict action:
“The news of viclence in
Bahraich and the inaction
of the administration are
extremely sad and unforo-

nate. | appeal to the Chisf
minister of th and
the o rate

immediare action. St
action should be

e ia T p pl.else <o not
take the law into your own
and

tons. If the

ment wants  Samal-
wadi parcy P

India, Russia discuss training
of sailors for polar navigation,
development of joint projects

Dinabar Peri
EW DELHI

The india-fussia working

An Mol has been
drafied betwesn

group on
the Morthern Sea Itam.e
(MNSR) held their first meet-
ing last week and dis-

Rosa
corparation of Russia said

an Momnday.
“The working group al-
a memorandum
D(lmdelsiand.-ngberween
the Gowernment of the He-
public of India and the Go-
vernment of the Russian
Federation for the
ment of in car-
cn

o
= ration in c

£o shipping in the waters of
the NS~ Rosatom sald in
a statemient. In 20LE, the

Russian government ap-
pointed Rosatom the in-
Frastructure of
the NSE.
~One of Rosatom's stra-
tegic goals s to the
MNSE an effective shipping
connecting Europe.
Russia and the Asia-Pacific
region.  On the

project  to
Grear Nosthern Sea

corridor

i o n July.
Both sides shared = ap-
preaches an

and efficient transport cor-
ridors” including for the
pur) of “implementing
the idea of a greater Eura-

tics links with an emphasis
on increasing the capacity
of infrastrsctire

Army to get choppers
from private firms to
serve remote posts

NEW DELHE

In a firstofits-kind associa-
tion with the private sec
o1, the Army has entered
ino & contract with clvil
aviation service pr rs
for helicopter support to
the Army posts along the
Morthern and Western bor-
ders that are cut off during
the winter.

for a period of one year,

will ensure that 16 remote

eotal of 44 posts.

This is ot only a logisti-
cal triumph bur also an -
dication that civil aviation

previousty
the exclusive domain of
military akrcraft, officials
sabd.

Maharashtra gives 124 acres
for Dharavi project; scraps
toll on LMVs in Mumbai

Vinava D Pandit
MUMEAT
The Maharashira Cabiner

on Monday cleared a pro-
posal o hand over 124.3

res of the Deonar dumg-
ing yard land for the reha-
bilitation of those affected
by the Dharavi Redevelop-
mens Project.

The Cabiner also decld-

all the five entry and exit
points to Mumbai

“Light wehicles, metiocl
Buses and ST buses will be

A committee under the
chairmanship of the Chief
Secresary has been consti-

land parcel will be given at

As roment
dediibn the Stana afer
ment will be subject to con-
i “In order to deter-
min, Iy for
allotment, the Collector of

measure the said land/in-
come at government ex-
pense and determine the
area and pass the land ap-
proval erder by collecting
cssessbon amount of

that area,” sald a gowern-
er on Moneday.




India, Russia discuss training
of sailors for polar navigation,
development of joint projects

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The India-Russia working
group on cooperation in
the Northern Sea Route
(NSR) held their first meet-
ing last week and dis-
cussed targets for Indian-
Russian cargo transit, pos-
sible training of Indian
sailors for polar navigation
and development of joint
projects in Arctic ship-
building, Rosatom state
corporation of Russia said
on Monday.

“The working group al-
so drafted a memorandum
of understanding between
the Government of the Re-
public of India and the Go-
vernment of the Russian
Federation for the develop-
ment of cooperation in car-

An MoU has been
drafted between
both countries for
development of
cooperation in cargo
shipping in the NSR

go shipping in the waters of
the NSR,” Rosatom said in
a statement. In 2018, the
Russian government ap-
pointed Rosatom the in-
frastructure operator of
the NSR.

“One of Rosatom’s stra-
tegic goals is to make the
NSR an effective shipping
artery connecting Europe,
Russia and the Asia-Pacific
region. Ongoing is the
preparation of a federal
project to develop the
Great Northern Sea Route

— a transport corridor
from St. Petersburg and
Kaliningrad to Vladivos-
tok,” the statement said.

As India scaled up in-
vestments in Russia’s far
East, cooperation on NSR
figured in the joint state-
ment issued after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Moscow in July.
Both sides shared ap-
proaches on building a
“new architecture of stable
and efficient transport cor-
ridors,” including for the
purpose of “implementing
the idea of a greater Eura-
sian space.”

In this context, the sides
expressed readiness to ac-
tively work to expand logis-
tics links with an emphasis
on increasing the capacity
of infrastructure.






I Northern Sea and Suez Canal routes




THE NORTHERN SEA ROUTE (NSR)
is the shortest sea route between the European

part of Russia and the Far East

14000 km 23700 km
from Saint-Petersburg via the Suez Canal
to Viadivostok

THE NORTHERN SEA ROUTE ALTERNATIVE ROUTE
via the Suez Canal

) budinka
RUSSIA ' @Iqam



How the new Northern Sea route compares . A LASKA
to the traditional Suez Canal route '

NORTHERN SEA ROUTE

Travel time

35 days

Dangers /
Icebergs

Travel window
July to November

Container-carrying vessels
One this year

SUEZ CANAL ROUTE

Travel time

48 day

Dangers

Access to Suez Canal under
question with upheaval in Egypt

Travel window
Year-round Indian Ocean

Container-carrying vessels
17,000 last year

Sources: Northern Sea Route Information Office; National Snow and Ice Data Center; Cosco; Lloyd's List The Wall Street Journa




Northern Sea Route:

A New Shipping Highway?

Maersk, the world's biggest shipping company, is preparing to send a cargo vessel through the
Russian Arctic for the first time. This is how the passage compares to the traditional Suez Canal route.

Taking the Northern
Sea Route can cut the
journey times by up
to two weeks.

-==  Northern Sea Route
--=  Suez Canal Route

'd B

The passage is now
feasible for three
months a year, but

A
\ this might change
\
1}
]

"_----.~
el

2

td
. / -o"
./;r \.‘.{.\ ’0" '
St: Petersbur
due to even more

of the ice melting.

\

: ¢

(

J

7

The Venta Maersk
departed Vladivostok
and is stopping in
Busan, South Korea,
before making its
\trial journey.

B
TN Busan

The traditional Suez Canal
Route is more than 8,000
kilometers longer than the
Northern Sea passage.




* Meeting on Cooperation / HgIIT U doF:

* The India-Russia working group held its first meeting on the
Northern Sea Route (NSR) to discuss cargo transit and the training of
Indian sailors for polar navigation. They also explored joint projects in

Arctic shipbuilding.

HRT-TH FIY HAG o sllcel I € (NSR) T 39T Ygell 96
341?1’@? &1, forgd srEif afere 3R Sm—cﬁ‘é:r AT & YdIT
AN & Elf%‘[&lu TAT Y TS| TTT 8T NhieH
fafafesa & Tyaq Clﬁ‘é:ﬂ\—rlFITﬁtlT ﬁ?ﬂ'{é’Bﬂl

No




 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) / HTEﬁFIT AT9eT (MoU):

* A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been drafted between
India and Russia to strengthen cooperation in cargo shipping along
the NSR. This cooperation aims to make the NSR a strategic shipping
route connecting Europe, Russia, and the Asia-Pacific region.

R T Tl ey & 3 "'%%'—"Jw?"ﬁga?
M9« (MoU) IYT & | <l QY
NSR 3 0, o e T e
mﬁ?f\rﬁwmw%l




* Infrastructure and Logistics Development / gﬁ'ﬂ'lﬁ e 3R afafeesw

* Rosatom, Russia’s state corporation, is developing a federal project to make the
NSR a key transport corridor.

* Both countries are focusing on building a new architecture of stable and efficient
transport networks to support the idea of a greater Eurasian space.

« TG I TIHRT YT JFTETH NSR HI Teh JHE qiags AR & & H
fAhfad e & T v FET 9GS 9 HH & @ gl

EﬂﬂTE@TWSﬁTE&WWﬁHﬁW%dQ T I AT higd Y
1%* & difer U a9 U &9 &1 GAA fhar S Fa |




» India’s Investments in Russia’s Far East / & & ol tlj‘ H R
&1 faaer:

* India is increasing its investments in Russia’s Far East, which was
emphasized during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Moscow
in July. Both sides aim to expand logistics and infrastructure
capabilities.

» HRT, & & qd H 319 3 &l der ET &, fodenr
3cold qﬂm%gmmﬁﬁmq & alTeT g31| &yt
qag@mmmmﬁmaﬁwﬁww
hl I
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Netanyahu mulls ‘Generals’ Plan’ to cut
oﬂ' ald to people left in northern Gaza

The

Nile nations

The d
hamess the Nile River, s3y= Nile Basin Initative. ALE PHOTO

agree

on water-sharing
without Egypt’s nod

KAMPALA

A regional partership of 10 countries said an
agreement on the equitable use of water resourc-
es from the Nile River basin has come into force

despite the notable opposition

of Egypt.
The legal status of the “cooperative frame

work” w:

e African Un-

Yon after South Sudan jolned the treaty, the N
Basin

Ethi

Burundi, g Tan-

opta, Uganda, nwmda
zania have xanfnd the accord. Egypt and Sudan

declined to

abstained. Kenya

e Congo
has not yet dzposlled its ratification documents
with the Afri

The acmrd
hamness the Nile River

e et fieceort Sunday,
“is a testament to our collective
for the benefit of all, ensur-

ing its equitable and sustainable use for genera-

tions to come,” the Nile Basin Initiative
statement. “This is a moment to

said in its

congratulate the

governments and people of the Nile riparian
countries, and all partners and stakeholders, for

thelr patience, resolve,

dication to t

' The lack of ratification by Egypt and Sudan —

desert nations tha

¢ have raised concern over any

attempts to diminish their shares of Nile water —
means the accord will prove controversial.
Tenslons in the region halve lnmd.. stem-

ming in part from

lopia's
bilion dam on the Blue Mile, a b
dam will

Nile River. Egyp fears the
tating effect on water and

ofas$4
Ineymbumyollhz
a devas.

Irﬂmon supplies

stream unless Ethiopia takes its needs Into

account.

is examis
seal off humanitarian al
to northern Gaza In an at-
tempt to starve our

] military zone.
who  remain
would be considered com.

batants - meaning military
regulas would allow
to kill them — and
denied food, water, medi-
cine, and fuel, according to
a copy of the plan given to

The Assuaar«i Press by

chief architect, who said

the plan is the only way to
break Hamas in the north
and pressure it to release

the remaining hostages.
lan calls for 1srael
to maintain cont over
the north for an indefinite
period to atempe w create
2 new administration with-
out Hamas, splitting the

Walling in: |sraes scicers near an &

u ufnmn:d(.cmcr.lls would mc:xl.m: the

for the Gazs Strip, on

Gaza Strip in two.
‘There has been no deci-
sion by the government to
fully carry out the so-calied
nerals” Plan. and it Is un-

deur how strongly it is be-

When asked if the evac-
wation orders in northern
Gaza first stag-
es of the Generals' Plan, Is-
racll miliary spokesper-

shosnum satd no.
ecelved a

him throughout the war,”

but did not say whether

any of it had been adopted.

offictals spoke on con-

dition of anonymity, be-
the plan

cause s not sup-
posed to be disc
publicy.

The Generals® Plan was
presented to the parlia-
ment month by a
group of retired generals
and high-ranking officers,
according to pummy

able minutes. then,
fhcials fromm ihe Prime MY
nister’s office called seek-
ing more details, according
to its chief architect, Giora
Eiland, a former head of
the National Security

Councll.
Israell media reported

that Mr. Netanyahu wid a

closed parliame:

fence committee session

that he was considering

the plan

i supplies bound

Gaza se

M. Eiland said the anly
way to stop Hamas
bring an end to the yezr-
long war Is to prevent its
access to aid.

north). “rhe wates will ary

He believes the siege
could force Hamas to re-
lease some 100 Israeli hos-
tages still being held by the

©On  sunday, _lIsrael
launched an _offensive
against Hamas fighters in

north has declined signifi-
cantly since October 1, ac-
cording to the UN.
m u S. State Depart-
sperson has
aid \Vathgmn is against
any plan that would bring
direct Israeli occupation in
Gaza.

s I the face of ntarmar
tional law, which prohibits
using food as a weapon
and forcible transfers. Ac-
cusations that lsrael is in-
tentionally limiting food to
s st s s
nocide
sg,.u.lxm it at the lnlernm
Court of Justice,
chzrm Israel denies.
coalition of israeli

beginning to quietly imple-
ment” the plan.
~States have an obliga-
tion to prevent the crimes
of starvation and forcible
transfer.”  they wrote,
that continuing 3
““walt and see’ approach
will enable Israel to liqui-
date northern Gaza:~
So far, very few Palesti-
nlans have heeded the lat-
ﬂe older, sick, or ﬁald (n
leave their homes, but ma-
ny fear there Is nowhere
safe to go and that they will
never be allowed back. Is-

essure on (.aam to evacuate:

rael has prevented those
who fled earlier in the war
from returning.

“All Gazans are afraid of

“still, they will not flee.
They will not make the
mistake again _.. We know

the place there Is not safe,”
she said, referring m south-
ern Gaza, where most of
fhe popuiation 15 huddled

north say it is better to die
than to leave

The plan has emenged
as Hamas has shown en-
dur strength, fring
rockets into Tel Aviv and
regrouping in areas after
Israell troops

offensives.

er a year of devastat-
ing war with Hamas, Israel
has far fewer ground
troops in Gaza than it did a

ithdrew,
repeated

distl

lians and combatants, but
says more than half of the
dead are women and
children.

Nepali teenager gets hero’s
welcome after summiting
all 14 ‘eight-thousanders’

France Presse
KATHMANDU

Cheering crowds hailed an

18-year-old Nepali moun-

taineer as a hero as he re-

turned home on Monday

after breaking the record

for the youngest person to
all

9, completing his mission
w stand on the worlds

and garlands of marigold

Nima Ry Shecpa
flowers, as he emerged to
loud cheers at the ai
“Thank you so h
everyone®, he said to his
supporters, beaming a
ide grin. H s

flowers. Nepal's climbing
community also welcomed
several others who re-
turned after complering
the summit of 14 peaks.

Summiting all 14 “eight-
thousanders~ Is consi-
dered the peak of mountai-
neering aspirations, with
2l the peaks located tn the

The young Sherpa is no
stranger to the mountains,
hailing from a family of re
cord-holding climbers,

who also now run Nepal's
largest mountaineering ex-

Act of defiance

Py

peoples’ resistance in Santiago, Chile on Sunday. AFP

10 push sway 3 tear

the march for Mapuche and all indigenous

Internet ‘vigilantes’ behind the rise of online blasphemy cases in Pakistan

my
hat carries the death pe-
nalty in Pakistan.
The Z7-year-old is one in
s of young men
standing trial in Pakistan
courts accused of making
blasphemous  statements.
online or in WhatsApp
an offence for

being brought to ertal by

Lvigitante groups™

oy tvvers sup-
o

ported by volunteers who
scour the Internet for of-
fenders, rights groups and
police say.

The families of young

content by strangers on-
line before being arre:
- lives have been

son, who not been
named for security rea-
sons, had been tricked into

Sharing blasphemons cou
tent in the messaging a

He had joined a What-
SApp group for job-seekers
and was contacted by a

woman.
She sent him an image

of women with Quranic

asked Ahmed to send it
back

and prosec
eral Investigarion Agency

"One tocal police report
susmes that the vigtlantes

——
Famity members of Pakistani youth indicted for Meged anline

blasphemy protest in lslamabad on Octo

ber 2 arp

clal  gains.

¥
Jority Pakistan, where even
accusa-

ponaile Tor he comiciion
of 27 people have
been sentenced to life im-
prisonment or the death
penalty over the past three

Blasphemy is an incen-

tions can incite public out-

rage and lead to lynchings.
While they date back to

Eolonlal dhrise Dakiatane

blasphemy

ramped up In (.he 1980s

when dictator Zia ul-Haq

o “islami-
" society.
The most active private
n group is the
Legal Commission on Blas-
phemy Pakistan (LCEP),
which said they are prose-
cuting more than 300 cas-
es. -az Ahmad Farooqi,
one of the private investi-

gation group's leaders, sald  men. but they were not
that more than a dozen vo-  members of his group.
lunleers track online blas- Cases can drag through
eving that the courts for years,
PGod has chosen them for ugh death penalties are
this noble cause”. often commuted to life in
prison on appeal at the Su-
“Legal g pre: Pakistan
“We are has never
5 followinga  for blasphem:
legal course,” Mr. F: Hi
outside a courtroom misston of Pakistan (HRCP)
that heard 15 blasphemy reported that multiple vigi-

people for
gnline expression or to fa-

“All such groups are for-

Saudi eyes
electric jets to
reach Mecca,
new resorts
Agemee France Presse
Rivaon

Saudi Arabta’s flag carrier
Is turning to a cash-

strapped German firm for

ich-based Lilium will pro-
vide direct links to hard-to-

pilgrims directly from Jed-
ah to Mecca, which does
not have an airport, Saudia
Airlines communications

strategy Is that &t
will help in bridging the lo-
cations and the cities that

adh. The plans include
pi 1o the iconic
Falrmont M k
hotel, near

Mecca’s Grand Mosque,
“we are working on
lipad~, she

said. In July Saudia an-

electric _Vertical

Take-Off and Landing (eV-

TOL) jets with options to
rchase SO more.

2026.

lue of the deal but Dansel
egand, Lilium's chief en-

tran

pornographic content. malised by
He
women were involved in  Islam,” the group said in a
and report published in 2023.

arresting the

gineer for said
the aircraft typically goes




Nile nations agree
on water-sharing
without Egypt’s nod

Associated Press
KAMPALA

A regional partnership of 10 countries said an
agreement on the equitable use of water resourc-
es from the Nile River basin has come into force
despite the notable opposition of Egypt.

The legal status of the “cooperative frame-
work” was formally confirmed by the African Un-
ion after South Sudan joined the treaty, the Nile
Basin Initiative said in a statement on Sunday.

Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and Tan-
zania have ratified the accord. Egypt and Sudan
declined to sign, while Congo abstained. Kenya
has not yet deposited its ratification documents
with the African Union.

The accord, which came into force on Sunday,
“is a testament to our collective determination to
harness the Nile River for the benefit of all, ensur-
ing its equitable and sustainable use for genera-
tions to come,” the Nile Basin Initiative said in its
statement. “This is a moment to congratulate the
governments and people of the Nile riparian
countries, and all partners and stakeholders, for
their patience, resolve, and dedication to this
cause.”

The lack of ratification by Egypt and Sudan —
desert nations that have raised concern over any
attempts to diminish their shares of Nile water —
means the accord will prove controversial.

Tensions in the region have increased, stem-
ming in part from Ethiopia’s construction of a $4
billion dam on the Blue Nile, a key tributary of the
Nile River. Egypt fears the dam will have a devas-
tating effect on water and irrigation supplies
downstream unless Ethiopia takes its needs into
account.









* Nile River, Arabic Bahr Al-Nil or Nahr Al-Nil, is the longest river In
the world, called the father of African rivers. It rises south of the
Equator and flows northward through northeastern Africa to drain into
the Mediterranean Sea.



e It has a length of about 4,132 miles (6,650 kilometres) and drains an
area estimated at 1,293,000 square miles (3,349,000 square
Kilometres). Its basin includes parts of Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan,

Ethiopia, Sudan, and the cultivated part of Egypt. Its most distant
source Is the Kagera River in Burundi.



* The Nile is formed by three principal streams: the Blue Nile and the Atbara, which flow
from the highlands of Ethiopia, and the White Nile, the headstreams of which flow into
Lakes Victoria and Albert.

. The disputes

« “Historically, wars have been fought over the Nile, particularly between Egypt and
Ethiopia. In the 20th century, the conflicts have not turned into wars but there have been
many instances of disagreements between Ethiopia and Egypt,”.



 She added that these conflicts had their roots in colonial as well as
other agreements of which Ethiopia was not a part of, particularly the
1959 Nile waters agreement.

 Ethiopia began construction on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam (GERD) in April 2011 on the Blue Nile. The project has fuelled
controversies and repetitive unsuccessful and futile
negotiations, especially among the three Nile riparian countries
Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt.



Nepali teenager gets hero's
welcome after summiting
all 14 ‘eight-thousanders’

Agence France-Presse
KATHMANDU

Cheering crowds hailed an
18-year-old Nepali moun-
taineer as a hero as he re-
turned home on Monday
after breaking the record
for the youngest person to
summit all 14 of the world’s
8,000-metre peaks.

Nima Rinji Sherpa
reached the summit of Ti-
bet’s 8,027-metre-high
Shisha Pangma on October
9, completing his mission
to stand on the world’s
highest peaks.

On Monday, he returned
from China to Nepal’s capi-
tal Kathmandu, where
scores waited to see him.

“I am feeling very hap-
py,” he said, draped in tra-
ditional Buddhist scarves
and garlands of marigold

Nima Rinji Sherpa

flowers, as he emerged to
loud cheers at the airport.
“Thank you so much
everyone”, he said to his
supporters, beaming a
wide grin. He hugged his
family while others rushed
to offer him scarves and
flowers. Nepal’s climbing
community also welcomed
several others who re-
turned after completing
the summit of 14 peaks.

Summiting all 14 “eight-
thousanders” is consi-
dered the peak of mountai-
neering aspirations, with
all the peaks located in the
Himalayan and Karakoram
ranges, straddling Nepal,
Pakistan, Tibet, and India.

Climbers cross “death
zones” where there is not
enough oxygen in the air to
sustain human life for long
periods. Many elite clim-
bers have died in the pur-
suit.

The young Sherpa is no
stranger to the mountains,
hailing from a family of re-
cord-holding  climbers,
who also now run Nepal’s
largest mountaineering ex-
pedition company. He
started high-altitude climb-
ing at the age of 16, by
climbing Mount Manaslu in
August 2022.
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New climbing record for world’s 14 highest peaks
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38 MORE FIRMS
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Trio wins Nobel economics prize
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EU share in Indian imports
rises over a decade

INTHE FIVE years to FY24,
while Europe's share in
India's merchandise
imports has grown, that of
American and African
continents have fallen (see
chart). Asian countries'
share in Indian imports has
been erratic, and over the
course of the decade,
more or less static, reports
Saikat Neogi. Still, EU's
exports to India are barely
2% ofits overall outbound
shipments and the
country is only tenth

Imports (share in %)

23.1 [

5 Asia &

58.5

FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24

Source: Economic Outlook

largest export destination
for the 27-country bloc.
Europe, however, is now
the largest export
destination for India,
pipping the US by a thin
margin. The prospects of
India-EU trade is however
mixed. While the
proposed India-EU free
trade agreement could
accelerate trade, the
imminent EU carbon tax is
threatening to hit India’s
shipment of goods

to the EU.
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Experts warn about implementation
challenges for PM internship scheme

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, October 14

EVENASTHE PMinternship scheme
portal is open and applications are
pouringin,concernsarebeing raised
overimplementation challenges the
well-intentioned scheme could face.

Expertsarguethat the stipend of
¥5,000 per month offered to each
intern (for one year) might not be
sufficient for a skilled worker since
the scheme specifically talks about
trainingyouth with“valuable skills”
and gain work experience.

“For a skilled role, a stipend of
%5,000 per month may not be suf-
ficient,especiallyin the metrosand
tier-I cities across the country.
Companies may have to shell out
more stipend to retain these
interns,” said head of a leading
staffing firm, on condition of
anonymity.Corporates mayrequire
to spend additionally to create the
physical infrastructure and man-
power for training the interns.

PROS & CONS

80,000

internship
opportunities
posted by 216
companies across

24 sectors
HLow
stipends, poor
155 IOOO visibility on
candidates end results,
have registered lack of infra are
on the portal key constraints

Also, the participating compa-
nies paying extra stipend over and
above the 5,000 cap might not be
able to offset such expenses against
the corporate social responsibility
(CSR) spending, they said.

The other big scepticism around
the schemeisthelowvisibilityonits
actual outcome. For instance, the

B Experts argue that the
stipend of ¥5,000 per
month offered to each
intern (for one year)
might not be sufficient
for a skilled worker

scheme intends to produce a large
number of skilled and semi-skilled
people who will be employed to do
high-quality work at high-paying
jobs after their internships is over.
“The apprehension is that many
of these interns may end up getting
jobs—at the end of their internship
—in the existing low-value jobs

ecosystem with minimum wages,”
said head of a hiring firm.

Experts said that India can learn
from the German Dual Vocational
Training (GDVT), a programme
partly operated by the German gov-
ernment for the past few decades.
“In this programme, in 90% of the
cases, the interns are hired for the
jobswhere theyareinterning.China
has also adopted this model due to
its successful run,” said the head of
hiring firm quoted above.

Given that the scheme envisages
training of 10 million interns under
the scheme over five-year period
across top 500 companies, each
company would roughly have to
train 4,000 people everyyear. Some
expertsargue that many companies
may not have this kind of training
infrastructure.

However, Balasubramanian A,
senior VP and business head at
TeamLease Services, said many of
his client companies have already
digitised their training infra.



ISB only Indian B-school on FT Executive MBA list

THE INDIAN SCHOOL of Busi-
ness (ISB) has been ranked 40th
globally in the Financial Times

Executive MBA Ranking 2024,
and is the only Indian B-school
on thelist thisyear.

Whileits overallrankis 40th,

the ISB was ranked eighth-best
globally in ‘Alumni Network’,
17thin‘SalaryToday,and 19th
in ‘Percentage of Salary
Increase’

The ISB has been part of these
rankings everyyearsince 2019,

barring 2023.1In 2022, it was
ranked 44th.

The only otherB-school tobe
part of these rankings is [IM
Bangalore, which was at 94th
rankin2023,86thin2022,and
95thin 2020. FE BUREAU




Nasa probe Europa
Clipper lifts off for
Jupiter’s icy moon
Cape Canaveral: A Nasa spac-
ecraft rocketed away Monday
on a quest to explore Jupiter’s
tantalising moon Europa and
reveal whether its vast hidden
ocean might hold the keys to li-
fe. It will take Europa Clipper 5
1/2 years to reach Jupiter, whe-
re it will slip into orbit around
the giant gas planet and sneak
close to Europa during dozens
of radiation-drenched flybys.

Scientists are almost certa-
inadeep, global ocean exists be-
neath Europa’s icy crust. And
where there is water, there co-
uld be life, making the moon
one of the most promising pla-
cesouttheretohuntforit. Euro-
pa Clipper won't look for life; it
has no life detectors. Instead,
the spacecraft will zero in on
the ingredients necessary to
sustain life, searching for orga-
nic compounds and other clues
asitpeersbeneaththe iceforsu-
itable conditions.

SpaceX started Clipper on
its 3 billion-km journey, launch-
ing the spacecraft on a Falcon
Heavy rocket from Florida. The
nearly 5,700-kg probe should re-
ach Jupiter in 2030. ap
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Svymbol Allocation to
Political Parties




* The Election Commission of India brought in new
rules for allocation of symbols to Registered Unrecognised
Political Parties (RUPPs).

 About

 ECI has made it mandatory for them to furnish audited
accounts of last three financial years, expenditure statements of
last two elections, and the signature of the authorised office-
bearer of the party along with the application form for symbols.



« RUPPs are either newly-registered parties or those which
have not secured enough percentage of votes in the
Assembly or general election to become a State party, or those
that have never contested elections after being registered.

« Common symbols are provided to RUPPs based upon an undertaking
that they would put up “at least 5% of total candidates with regard to
said Legislative Assembly election of a State”.



« Symbol Allocation

 Symbols are allotted to political parties and contesting
candidates as per the provisions of the Symbols Order by
ECI.

« Arecognised political party has a reserved symbol that is not
allotted to any other candidate in any constituency.

* For registered but unrecognised political parties, one of the
free symbols is allotted as a common symbol during an election
If that party contests in two Lok Sabha constituencies or in 5%
of seats to the Assembly of a State as the case may be.




Dragon Drones



* A new deadly weapon known as the “dragon drone” has
surfaced in the Russia-Ukraine war.

« What are dragon drones?

* Dragon drones release a substance called thermite, a mixture
of aluminum and iron oxide, developed a century ago to weld
rallroad tracks.

* When ignited ( with the help of an electrical fuse), thermite
triggers a self-sustaining reaction that is quite difficult to
extinguish.






Dragon drones tend to be low-flying because thermite is
more effective when it’s in close contact with the target.

It can burn through almost anything, from clothes to trees
to military-grade vehicles, and can even burn underwater.

e On humans, it causes severe burns and bone damage.



Global Hunger Index
(GHI)?




* India has been ranked 105th out of 127 countries in the Global
Hunger Index (GHI) 2024, placing it in the “serious” category for
nunger levels.

 What is the Global Hunger Index (GHI)?

* GHI is a tool for comprehensively measuring and tracking
hunger at global, regional, and national levels.

* The index iIs published by Concern Worldwide, an Irish
humanitarian organisation, and Welthungerhilfe, a German aid
agency.




BOX 1.1 ABOUT THE GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX SCORES

The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool for comprehensively measuring and tracking hunger at global, regional, and national levels.
GHI scores are based on the values of four component indicators:!

Undernourishment: the share of the population with
insufficient caloric intake.

Child wasting: the share of children under age five
who have low weight for their height, reflecting
acute undernutrition.

Child mortality: the share of children who die before
their fifth birthday, partly reflecting the fatal mix of
inadequate nutrition and unhealthy environments.

who have low height for their age, reflecting chronic
undernutrition.

‘ Child stunting: the share of children under age five

These four indicators are aggregated as follows:

= GHI Severity of
Hunger Scale
@ Extremely
; —> alarming
GHI = 50.0
1/3 - 1/6 + 1/6 + 1/3 =
Undernourishment  Child stunting Child wasting Child mortality SCORE ?
N N N N
s Serious
GHI 20.0-34.9
Latest published data available from internationally recognized sources: Moderats
GHI 10.0-19.9
UN Food and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN Inter-agency S
Agriculture World Health Organization (WHO), World Bank, Group for Child

Mortality Estimation

Organization (FAO) Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) Program (UN IGME)

100-point scale

Based on the values of the four indicators, a GHI score is calculated on a 100-point scale reflecting the severity of hunger, where O is the
best possible score (no hunger) and 100 is the worst.? Each country’s GHI score is classified by severity, from lowto extremely alarming.



* Findings of the GHI 2024

 The 2024 Global Hunger Index score for the world is 18.3,
considered moderate, down only slightly from the 2016
score of 18.8.

« Little progress has been made on reducing hunger since 2016, and
the prospects for achieving Zero Hunger by the target date of 2030
are grim, with 42 countries still experiencing alarming or serious
hunger.



 The wars in Gaza and Sudan have led to exceptional food
crises.

« Somalia, Yemen, Chad, and Madagascar are the countries
with the highest 2024 GHI scores; Burundi and South Sudan
are also provisionally designated as alarming.

 Progress has been notable for example in Bangladesh,
Mozambique, Nepal, Somalia, and Togo, although challenges
remain.



* India’s performance remains concerning, in comparison to the
South Asian neighbours such as Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri
Lanka, which fall into the “moderate” category.

 India is listed alongside countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan,
which also face severe hunger challenges.

 The report reveals alarming statistics: 13.7 percent of India’s
population Is undernourished, 35.5 percent of children under
flve are stunted, 18.7 percent suffer from wasting, and 2.9
percent of children die before their fifth birthday.



Reforms in the Sati
System



* Recently, 8 persons were acquitted in connection with glorifying the
act of Sati by constructing temples in her name.

* The Sati was committed on 4th September 1987 in Rajasthan in the
Roop Kanwar case which led to the enactment of the Commission of
Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 by the Union government.



* What are the Key Facts Regarding Punishments for Offences Under Sati
Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 19872

* Attempt to Commit Sati: Section 3 of the Act states that anyone who
attempts to commit sati and takes any action towards it may face up to
one year of imprisonment, a fine, or both.

* Abetment of Sati: Section 4 of the Act states that anyone who abets sati,
directly or indirectly, will face life imprisonment and a fine.



Eg. Convincing a widow or
woman that committing sati
would bring spiritual
benefits for her or her
deceased husband or improve

the family's well-being.

/

Glorification of Sati: Section
5 of the Act states
that glorifying sati is punishable
by one to seven years of
imprisonment and a fine of five
to thirty thousand rupees.

/




* The first epigraphical evidence of Sati has been found from the Eran
Pillar Inscription of Bhanugupta, Madhya Pradesh in Eran in 510 AD.

* Steps Taken to Abolish Sati: Mughal Empire:

* In 1582, emperor Akbar ordered his officials throughout the empire
to stop the immolation of a woman if they saw that she was being
forced.

* He also offered pension, gift and rehabilitation to the widow to stop
the practice



Sikh Empire: Sikh Guru Amar Das condemned the practice in the 15th—16th
centuries.

Maratha Empire: The Marathas banned sati in their region.

Colonial Powers: The Dutch, Portuguese and the French also banned Sati in
their colonies in India. B

ritish Governor-General William Bentinck declared the practice of sati illegal
and punishable by criminal courts under the Bengal Sati Regulation, 1829.




* Other Legal Initiatives to Ameliorate
Women's Position: Female
Infanticide: The Bengal regulations of
1795 and
1804 made infanticide illegal,

equating it with murder.



Widow Remarriage: With the efforts of Pandit
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar the Hindu Widows’
Remarriage Act, 1856 was passed.

It legalised the marriage of widows and recognised
children from such marriages as legitimate.




e Child Marriage: Age of Consent Act, 1891 forbade the marriage of
girls below the age of 12.

e Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (Sarda Act, 1929) pushed up the
marriage age to 18 and 14 for boys and girls, respectively.

* Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act, 1978 raised the age of
marriage for girls from 15 to 18 years and for boys from 18 to 21.



* Education of Women:

 Calcutta Female Juvenile Society 1819 marked the beginning of a broader
movement towards female education.

* Bethune School 1849 became a pivotal institution for women’s education.
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