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Water i
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il of Heads of Government
meeting in Islamabad on

engineers protested against
the Kerata Minor Irmigation
Division for not ail
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next to each other.

. unlike on past occa-
Slons, both Indias and Pa-

tan‘s re-
ments avoided contentious
language  on  sensitive

A::ordlng to sources,
Mr. jaishankar had also

held a brief discussion with
Mr. Dar at the SCO dinner
on Tuesday evening as
well, where they were
joined by Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqgvi.

Chalrperson of the Pakis.

Pakistan

Control for Crickes in India
has not confirmed their
cipation.

Normal discourse
Officials stressed ehat the
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‘Five Eye’
nations back
Canada in

row with India

NEW DELHI

After New Zealand, the
U.S.. and Australia, the
UK. on wedn be-

on the diplomatic crisis
that has brol c bet-
ween India and Canada ov-
er the alieged mvolvement

Centre raises MSP of
wheat, five other rabi
crops for 2025-26

Better support

of Indian dipk in the
killing of p fi-
gure ingh Nigjar.

FULL REPORT
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Omar takes oath as new Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister

Pecrzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

National Conference (NC)

ed over by Lieutenant-Go-
wernor Manoj s -
der Xumar Choudhary,

“I fulfilled the promise
of representation to
all the regions equally. We
made Deputy Chief Minis-

more ministries that will
cm g

be filled soon. Our endea-

Satish

mar's Chamb constituency.
Sakina Yal.oo from south
“s D_H. Pora consti-
wvid Dar from

constituency.
hary from Jammu's Now-
shera constituency and Ja-
wid from Jammu's

Frasth stmrt: JLX Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during the

~The government will

treat the regions
d will als.
the suffering of people,”

the first Chief Minister of
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, after the
Centre ended the region’s
special status in 2019 and
granted more powers to

emaony in

the Lies -Governor.
"1 was the last Chicf Mi-
nister to serve a full six-
year term. Now I will be
the first Chief Minister of
the Union Territory of Jam-

mu and - 'am hap-

Union Territory is a diffe-
3

Srinagar on Wednesday. wese MESAR

said. ahead of the swear-
ing-in

him [the DGP] to

)
Sacresmed & mustard

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Affa;

public inconvenience and
the use of sirens is to be mi-
nimal. The use of any stick
waving or aggressive ges-

cvosd-

Terrtory
Kashmis has just 10 minis-
terial berths, including the
Chief Minister. None of the
six Congress legislators
ook oath in spite of being a
part of the coalition.

“None of the elected
X oa fore

Mr. Abdullah  took
Guard of Honour at the Ci-
vil Secretariat in Srinagar
and held his first meesing
with top officials.

First instructions

The Chief Minister, in his
first instructions, asked the
1 of Police

rent matter
has. challenges. [
hope that the status of a
union (ernlor) & a tempor-
ary one. Abdullah

(DGP) not to create a
“green corridor~ or traffic
halts during his road move-
ments. “1 have instructed

«
the Lieutenant-Governor.
1t is a mark of our protest
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for not restor-
ing statehood,” Congress
Legidature Party leader
Ghulam Ahmad Mir said.
Congress presddm Mal-
likarjun Kharge reiterated
the party stand ¢
emains  its
prioricy”.
Several leaders of the
INDIA bloc atended the

firse

who included top leader-
ship of the Congress — Ra-
hul Gandhi, Mr. Kharge
and Priyanka Vadra. Be-
sides, s Party
president and former Uttar

esh Chief Minister Ak
hileah Yadav, CPIAD leader
Prakash Karat and D. Raja
were present. Members of
Parliament nd

pr.
gress. 1 am confident they
will_further srengthen
peace and tranquillity of
past 10 years.~

None of 29 BJP legisla-
tors attended the swearing
in function in Srinagar.

irs on Wed-
nesday increased the mini-
mum support price for rabi

ing season

the MSP for wheat going up
by 2150 a quintal.

The new MSP for a quin-

tal of wheat is 22.4.

Fagy

for six rabi crops are high-
er by S0% to 105% than the
production cost..

Union Agriculture Mi-
nister Shivraj Stngh Chou-
han said steady in-
crease the MSP of
wheat, barley, gram. lendil.

25.950. For lentil (masur),
the MSP is 26,700, an in-
crease of T275 per quintal.
The MSP of gram stands at
25.650. safflower 25,940
and barley 21,980, with an

crease of T210, 140 and
2130 per quintal respec-
tively. the Centre said in a
release after the CCEA
meeting.

2018-19 Budget

This comes in line with the
Union Budget 2018-19 an-
nouncement of fixing the
MSP at a level of at least LS
times of the all-India
weighted average cost of
production.

“The expected margin
over all-india weighted av-
erage cost of production is
10S3% for wheat, followed
by 95% for rapeseed and

e for lent

i afoves: s the
commitment of the Naren-
dra Modi to-

60% for gram: 60% for bar.
ley: and 50% for safflower.
This MSP of rabl

wards farmers’ welfar,
l'enlunelad\w

prices for farmers is our
ority,” Mr. Chouhan
said. The highest increase
in MSP is for rapeseed and
mastard ar 2300 per quin-
tal with the new MSP at

© ensure remuner-
ative prices to the farmers
and Incentivise crop diver-
stfication.” the government
release added.
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»PAGES



India, Pak. avoid blaming each other at SCO meet

Jaishankar and his counterpart Ishaq Dar interact ‘informally’ during the first visit by an Indian Foreign Minister to Pakistan in nine years; atmosphere of exchanges more

positive than in previous encounters; Jaishankar refers to cross-border terror, but in terms of SCO’s 2001 charter; Pakistan PM makes no references to the Kashmir dispute

Suhasini Haidar
ISLAMABAD

xternal Affairs Mi-
E nister S. Jaishankar

and his Pakistani
counterpart Ishaq Dar held
an “informal interaction”
at the conclusion lunch for
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Coun-
cil of Heads of Government
meeting in Islamabad on
Wednesday.

Officials confirmed the
interaction even as a short
video clip that appeared
online showed the Minis-
ters of the two countries
speaking at a table seated
next to each other.

The lunch was hosted
by Pakistan’s Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif who
chaired the SCO session
where, unlike on past occa-
sions, both India’s and Pa-
kistan’s national state-
ments avoided contentious
language on sensitive
issues.

According to sources,
Mr. Jaishankar had also

held a brief discussion with
Mr. Dar at the SCO dinner
on Tuesday evening as
well, where they were
joined by Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, who is also
Chairperson of the Pakis-
tan Cricket Board. Pakistan
has been keen to host the
Indian team as part of the
Champions Trophy due to
be held in Pakistan in early
2025, but the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
has not confirmed their
participation.

Normal discourse
Officials stressed that the
conversation was part of
normal diplomatic dis-
course, given that Mr.
Jaishankar was attending
the lunch along with digni-
taries from all 10 SCO na-
tions including Russia, Chi-
na, Iran, Belarus, and the
central Asian states, and
that “all leaders talked to
each other during lunch
and in the waiting lounge”.
The exchange reflected
a much warmer note than

7 =K
Key meeting: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad on Wednesday. PTi

similar previous encoun-
ters, including at the SCO
Foreign Ministers’ meeting
in Goa in 2023, and the UN
General Assembly meet
last month.

Leaving Islamabad at
the end of what had been
the first visit by an Indian
External Affairs Minister to
Pakistan in nine years, Mr.
Jaishankar thanked Mr.
Sharif and Mr. Dar, com-
mending them for a “pro-
ductive” meet.

“A productive meeting

of the SCO Council of
Heads of Government con-
cluded in Islamabad to-
day,” the External Affairs
Minister said on social me-
dia, adding that “India
made a positive and con-
structive contribution to

the deliberations.”
During his speech, Mr.
Jaishankar urged SCO

members to have an “hon-
est conversation” about
the state of the SCO region,
which represents 40% of
the global population and

is the world’s largest such
regional group.

“If trust is lacking or
cooperation inadequate, if
friendship has fallen short
and good neighbourliness
is missing somewhere,
there are surely reasons to
introspect and causes to
address,” he said. Pointing
to India’s concerns over
China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative, he said that coop-
eration on trade, invest-
ment, connectivity, and
energy flows must respect
territorial integrity and so-
vereignty issues.

Mr. Jaishankar referred
to cross-border terrorism,
but in terms of the SCO’s
2001 charter’s phrasing of
the “three evils” in the re-
gion: terrorism, separa-
tism, extremism.

“If activities across bor-
ders are characterised by
terrorism, extremism and
separatism, they are hardly
likely to encourage trade,
energy flows, connectivity,
and people-to-people ex-
changes in parallel,” Mr.

Jaishankar said in his state-
ment at Wednesday morn-
ing’s plenary session,
avoiding specific Indian
concerns over terror-fi-
nancing, “justifications for
terrorism”, and other
points referring to Pakistan
that he has raised in pre-
vious SCO meetings.

Mr. Sharif made no refe-
rences to the Kashmir dis-
pute in his speech, a depar-
ture from his own speech
at the UN General Assemb-
ly on September 27, where
he had likened India’s ac-
tions in Kashmir to Israel’s
“colonial settler’s project”
in Palestine.

In 2023, then-Pakistan
FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
had also raised the dispute,
mentioning SCO States that
“violated UN Security
Council Resolutions” in a
“unilateral and illegal”
manner — a reference to
the reorganisation of Jam-
mu and Kashmir in 2019 —
and saying they should re-
frain from “weaponising
terrorism for diplomatic

point scoring”.
Wednesday’s exchang-
es, and the lack of negative
comments during the
event, were hailed by the
Pakistani hosts, who said
the SCO summit — that re-

sulted in eight signed docu-
ments — had been success-
ful.

“I think there’s a lot of
positivity around the SCO
in Islamabad. I think things
have gone positively, and
Mr. Jaishankar was re-
ceived by Prime Minister
[Sharif] at the events,” Pa-
kistani Information Minis-
ter Ataullah Tarar told The
Hindu.

When asked about
whether the positivity
could translate from the
multilateral event to bilat-
eral ties between India and
Pakistan, he said that
“there is a lot in the past [of
the relationship] between
the two countries”, adding
that any new India-Pakis-
tan initiatives in the future
would be based “purely on
reciprocity”.



* Informal Interaction / 3T ITATRS dTd<ld:

e : External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Pakistan’s Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar held an informal discussion at the SCO Council of Heads of
Government meeting. This interaction was brief but marked a significant
development as it was the first visit by an Indian Foreign Minister to
Pakistan in nine years.
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* Atmosphere of the Exchange / CIGEIGEC TI'I?FT’F:

 Officials confirmed that the atmosphere during the meeting was
more positive than in previous encounters. Both India and Pakistan
avoided blaming each other and focused on diplomatic courtesy, with
no references to contentious issues like Kashmir.
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» Jaishankar’s Speech / STITHT HT HTIOT:

* : In his speech at the plenary session, Mr. Jaishankar highlighted the
importance of addressing the “three evils” —terrorism, separatism,
and extremism. He emphasized that the SCO must respect territorial

integrity and sovereignty.
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 Pakistan’s Response / qifhedreT &1 gfafear:

e Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif did not mention Kashmir, a
departure from past statements. This gesture was seen as a positive
shift, especially compared to previous hostile exchanges between the
two nations.
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* Outcome and Prospects / qRUMH 3R HTEATT:

* The SCO summit concluded with eight agreements, and Pakistani
officials hailed the event as successful. They expressed hope that this
positive atmosphere could lead to improved bilateral relations,
though any such development would depend on mutual reciprocity.
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Centre raises MSP of
wheat, five other rabi
crops for 2025-26

Y o PN ‘ )
P TR, !:s:. . SRS - . A

The Cabinet increased the minimum support prices for rabi crops

Crop MSP for rabi | MSP for rabi |Increase
2025-26* 2024-25* in MSP
Wheat 2,425 2,275 150
Barley 31,980 31,850 130
Gram 35,650 35,440 210
Lentil (masoor) 36,700 36,425 3275
Rapeseed & mustard 35,950 35,650 3300
Safflower 35,940 35,800 3140

(*per quintal)
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CROPS COVERED UNDER MSP

KHARIF CROPS (14) RABI CROPS (7) CALENDAR YEAR
CROPS (4)
Paddy I Wheat
Jawar 2. Barley 1. Copra
Bajara 3. Gram 2. De-husked Coconut
Ragi 4. Masur 3. Jute
Maize S Rapeseed& Mustard 4. Sugar Cane (FRP)
Arhar 6. Safflower
Moong 7. Torai
Urad
Cotton . CACP recommends MSP for 22 crops before the sowing period each
Ground Nuts vear

Sunflower MSP derived for Toria based on MSP for Rapeseeds and Mustard and

Soyabean for De-husked Coconut on the Basis of MSP of Copra.
Sesamum

N' , d . ® . 2
BSAAEE . Fair and Remunerative prices for Sugar is also declared



HOW ARE MSPs

S explained.

The Centre fixes MSPs for every kharif and rabi cropping season
based on recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural

Costsand Prices (CACP)

® Whenafarmergrowsacrop, heincurs costs, some of it explicitand
someimplicitorunpaid. The CACP considers the following costs:

A2 AL C2
Coversallcashand Actual costs plus Includes ‘A2+FL’
inkind expenses animputed value along with
incurred by farmers of unpaid family revenues forgone
onseeds, labour . onownedland
fertilisers, (rent) and fixed
chemicals, hired capital assets
labour, fuel, (interest)

irrigation, etc

#QUIXPLAINED




 he legalization of MSP is needed:

1.Ledaalizina MSP enables farmers to claim MSP rights,
enforceable through courts.

2.Improved price realization from the private sector could
boost the rural economy.

3.Diversification of anv of the MSP crons helps farmers
avoid the high input costs of select crops.

4.Increased nroduction of pulses and millets promotes
climate-smart agriculture.




« Consider the following statements: (UPSC 2020)

1.In the case of all cereals, pulses and oil seeds, the procurement at
Minimum Support Price (MSP) is unlimited in any State/UT of India.

2.In the case of cereals and pulses, the MSP is fixed in any State/UT at a
level to which the market price will never rise.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d):Neither 1 nor 2
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Don't see why he can't succeed Kohli’s focus on winning makes ‘We were beaten by a better side ‘I was on the edge of my seat when

in Australia: Kumble on Jaiswal

~
Al Kumbte said he does not see any resson

HMURALL KUMAR

young opener

Yashasvi Jasswal “cannot scceed in Australia®. “His technique and
Frunger for runs will be key. He has been prolific throughout this

WTC cycle. 3nd his versatility will

challenging tours He Australia

serve e well, especially on
Kumble told JloCinema.

him even more dangerous: Hesson

/
-

KA AR

Heszon says that Vieat Kohli is now focused on winning g
hestones

ke
for india rather than personal mi

this makes Kohli even more dangerous as big scores

The New Zealander said
wilt come

naturally. Koht's ability to hold 3 tempa’ and ‘counter-attack

in a ‘’knockout’ game. says Lewis

Head coach Jon Lewis o

sbout England's sho

s=uTeRs

ok ouster

from the Wiomen's T20 World Cup after the 10ss to West Indkes in a
group fixture. “The reality of the situation is we didn’t play well

enough and we got beat by

3 better side on the day. So that's Workd

Cup sport and it's 3 knockout game.” Lewts said.

my name came up in HIL auction’

REUTERS

On the edize of his seat during Hockey india League aucton,
Harmangreet Singh silently prayed that Sardar Singh from Soorma
Hockey Club make 3 winning bid for him. 1 was on the edge of my
seat when my name came up uring the auction. | urged Sardar to
bid for me 50 that 1 get to play for the Hanmna-Purgsb regon ™

Opening day washed out
as rain has the final say

India-New Zealand Test series

gathered ot the M. Chin.
naswamy Stadium walted
patiently and hoped for
the best.

Lively moment
There were cheers when
Virat Kohli and other India

ricketers walked along

t these

livaly momanta were few
and far en.

Hopes were raised

the
spersons entered the field
to remove some of the cov-
e
he umpires, Paul Reif-
fel and Michael Co
made their way out for an

tion.
The duo were not happy

o Wednesday. < MURAL KUMAR

with a few wet strips be-
side the pitch.  This
the

ets off to a wet start:

The groundsmen were kept busy 2= ran

there’s a forecast for more showers and
likely to be affected on Thursday too: the Kiwis' ilHuck with the weather continues

formatting process would
take about 9O minutes to

s0ns to scurry in with hes-
sian for extra cover.

On the television broad-
cast, former India wicket-

per Sal Karém in-

1« d viewers that

if play was ible once
caves removed,

the mandatory Hawk-Eye

Just as work gathered
pace, a cover
enmrgad above. “main

down hard again,
and this time, the umpires
had seen enoi

New Zealand's bad luck
with rain in India conti-

. Only last month, the

the first day in

one-off Test against Af-
istan at Noida was
b

outfield, while
three days

w: out.

With more rain predict-

ed here on Thursday. the

walt could be extended.

Australia the firm favourite, but
South Africa gunning for revenge

WOMEN'S T20 W

DUBAL

South Africa has only bea-
ten Australia twice ever in

formass,

South Africa has won three

ever since it clinched the
2020.
Zealand,

ee

South Africa is just as
tough a competition as
any other team,
espedially when youre
playing a World Cup
semifinal

ELLYSE PR
Aurrraita ak roumder

ee

The last time we faced
them in a World Cup,
had never ever beaten
them before. Now
knowing what we have
achieved will, hopefully.
give us confidence
LAuRA woLVAARDT

s Al coi

amencore: Inhlegan Schutt
and

Momentum vs. moment: & will be 3 battie between 3 Ampant

Australia and 2 reslient South Africa. 47 &

while the top three batters

something the Proteas will
attempt to focus on. But
the real challenge for Wol-
vaardt's side will be to keep

the top-order in check.

at this venue, will hope for

dot ball chart (61
this nament.

ys: aly's bili-
ty for the big clash is still in
doubt as the alian

In the panthecn: Cook, Neetu and de Villiers entered the
elite zome. Ko

Neetu, de Villiers and
Cook inducted into
ICC Hall of Fame

DuBAs

Pormes [nifin spémner Nee-
David, who still holds

the record for the best fi-
gures (elght for 53) by a wo-
ual Test
be-

country to be inducted in-
to the 1OC Hall of Fame.

South African legend AB
de Villiers and former En-
gland  captain stair
Cook were also inducted
along wit

David, the current chair-
man of selectors for Indian
women's team, enters the
10C Hall of Fame a year af-
ter the induction of former
captain Diana Edulji

more than

100 appearances (10 Tests

gland legends AB de Vil-

liers and Alastair Cook,

Jotning a long liss of great
cer:

cricke
The 47-year-old David is
the second-highest wicket-
taker for India iIn ODIis
cricket with 141 scalps and
was also the first female
plaver from the country to
claim 100 wickets in the
S0-over -
Topping the wicket-tak-
Hist at the World Cup in
2005, to inspire her coun-
ir first-ever final,
is also among her standout

s

David said in an 10C re-
lease: “It is truly an honour
to be iInducted into the 10C
Hall of Fame. something
that 1 consider to be the
highest recognition availa-

Youre the most talented I've
played with: Kohli to ABD

DUBAT

Virac Kohli on Wednesday
described AB de Villiers as
most talented cricke-
ter~ he has played with af-
ter the South African great
was Inducted into the 1CC
Hall of Fame.
De Villers - s included
long 1

In an open letter to the
nductees by thase close to
them, Kohli was effusive in
praise of his teammate at
IPL. side Royal Challengers

game,
yours has been truly un-
ique,” he wrote.

“People have always
spoken about your abilicy,
and rightly so. You are the
most talented cricketer 1
have played wih, the abso.

lute number
e Villiera’ betier
uphold

game's values as the
qualities that had an im-
pacton the psyche of those

and
the

et of players can
have impressive numbers
but very few have an im-
pact on the psyche of those
wazching. he wroee.

h my dime play-
fng with and against you,

Migh
induction into the Ha of Fame

praize: Kohls fects de Villiers thoroughly deserves his

e to the groap: Edul)i lauded Neetu on her indusion
in the illustrious club. FEE PHOTOS

vou always had a very clear

should be played and
vou never really veered
from thar, regardiess of

"CKohll said de \llllers
taught him about the i
poreance of not resting on
laurels.

Meanwhile, Diana Edul-

ji. the first woman cricke-
ter from India to be induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame,
hailed Neetu.

To me, you were one of
the best spinners 1 have ev-
er seen. Your technique
and skill that allowed

xcellence.’
d In a letter to

Sajid’s strikes eclipse
Duckett’s masterclass

MULTAN

spinner

took three w in

the space of 10 deliveries,
that of

sajid

suddenly rartled England
lost four wickets in the
space of M runs.

At the close, Jamie
Smith and Brydon Carse
were at the crease with 12
and two

Ben Ducketz, to leave En-
239 for six in the
second Test on

d was crussing at
211 for two when Sajid re-

Root (34), Duck-
et (114) and Harry Brook

Before England’s slide it
was Duckett who dominac-

CHENNAL

The All India Tennis Asso-
clation (AITA) on Monday

in his knock durlng which
Iso crossed 2,

28th Test.

Pakistan's tail
had frustrated England by
adding 107 runs after re-
suming at 259-5, with Jamal
and Noman adding an in-
valuable 49 runs for the
ninth wicket.

The scores: Pakistan 366 in 123.3
overs [Gemtam 118, fyub

out:
reverse sweep to rattle the spinners on way to his ».umc s

filed an m the
Delhi High Court, request-
ing the sealed cover con-

elections held at the An-
nual General Meeting to be
opened.

ons by

Devvarman and Raja
had sought a stay on the
elections held on Septem-
ber 28

ATTA and the Sports Mi-
nistry two more

o rding  to
which. ~The Election shall
remain subject to the out-
come of the instant writ

petition.

Let the result of the
Election be placed in a

sealed cover by the Elec-
tion Officer, meaning the-
Teby, the resule of the Elec-
ton not
published.~

The matter will next be
heard on November 25.

amx




In the pantheon: Cook, Neetu and de Villiers entered the
elite zone. ICC

Neetu, de Villiers and
Cook inducted into
ICC Hall of Fame

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Former India spinner Nee-
tu David, who still holds
the record for the best fi-
gures (eight for 53) by a wo-
man in an individual Test
innings, on Wednesday be-
came only the second fe-
male cricketer from the
country to be inducted in-
to the ICC Hall of Fame.

South African legend AB
de Villiers and former En-
gland captain Alastair
Cook were also inducted
along with David.

David, the current chair-
man of selectors for Indian
women's team, enters the
ICC Hall of Fame a year af-
ter the induction of former
captain Diana Edulji.

David made more than
100 appearances (10 Tests
and 97 ODIs) for India as a
prolific left-arm spinner
and was inducted along-
side South Africa and En-

g ¥ |

gland legends AB de Vil-
liers and Alastair Cook,
joining a long list of great
cricketers.

The 47-year-old David is
the second-highest wicket-
taker for India in ODIs
cricket with 141 scalps and
was also the first female
player from the country to
claim 100 wickets in the
50-over game.

Topping the wicket-tak-
ing list at the World Cup in
2005, to inspire her coun-
try to their first-ever final,
is also among her standout
achievements.

David said in an ICC re-
lease: "It is truly an honour
to be inducted into the ICC
Hall of Fame, something
that I consider to be the
highest recognition availa-
ble to anyone who puts on
their national team jersey.

"This comes after a life-
time of dedication to this
great sport, and caps a ve-
ry special journey for me”.

&N



e Out of 112 inductees in the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame, 82 are from
England, Australia and the West Indies, while the other 30 inductees
are from the remaining Test playing nations, India, New Zealand,
Pakistan, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe.

* In 2024 it was reported that all three New Zealand inductees were
listed as Australian on the ICC's official Hall of Fame website



e As of 2023, there are twelve women in the Hall of Fame. In 2010,
Rachael Heyhoe Flint, the former England captain who led her team
to victory at the inaugural Women's World Cup in 1973, became the
first woman in the Hall of Fame;]|



Country ¢

Number of members ¢

Span!'26] &

-4 England 33 1877—present
Bl Australia 29 1877—present
I} West Indies 21 1928—present
o India Lo, 1932—present
Pakistan 1952—present
D= South Africa ¢ 1889—present
BE3 Sri Lanka 4 1982—present
@ New Zealand 3 1930—present
=== Zimbabwe 1 1992—present
Total 115
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Musk thanks Scindia on
satcom spectrum call
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to launch ad tier in India
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:
woow cmeer standards legally e e )|

INTHE FIRST direct shifting to 5G

sacsiR
SINGH, CTO,
vooafone P

B talks between fore- -
" ian mnisters of incka. SG services in December and zxpe:u = vodafone
and Pakistan since aruundJS S0 million users shifting tothe  Ideais
exter: affairs e twe o
a 2 s ot L T e e | A5/00
and deputy PM and foresgn mine P said fagbis Singh, chicf technology officer,  AirFiber by
SEERIRIIImS eSS Auditregulator may take AT LOGGERHEADS it " paxE e 180,000 sites
twice in less than 24 hours on the up the matter with govt = Any modifications ing on its recent fundraise and the
sidefines of the SCO meeting, rep- in standards have to ¥30,000-crors deal with Ericsson, Nokia 56 servic:
£ T e Sy e eapaty of 48 et S0
Scarrined i o e et 57 s
indications that these talks exp- MANU KAUSHIK INFRA first, says work equipment. S e = D
lored the idea of resuming some New Delhi, October 16 St i id =i soni
form of cricketing bes between S v on the 5G with its recent and how the 5G ing, how
the two naticns. Bl PAGE 7 AUDIT REGULATOR NATIONAL Financial A ot the (FWA) broadband service, Vodafone Ideais  capex cycle. He said the companyizona  the use cases and device tion are
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Panel for merging cess
BAJAJ AUTO Q2 Y, 3 | 3 - 1 -
PROFIT RISES 9%, ith top 28% GST slab Strengthen portfolios like a trainer

it ; 2
E ?sﬁ‘ﬁ:ir:i’o°c£g= privansuveRsa TN T T See results by exploring physically-backed
net profit for the luly' oM panel

= No plan to retain the

September quarter at 22,005 THE GROUP OF ministers (GoM), under the meeting & in
Crore, below Bloomberg cons- GST Council, tasked with deciding the future =Y fe-brandedform gl ek
ensus estimates of 2,203 crore, of 5 1 e to beyond March 2026, S ek
repocts Geeta Nair Revenses around the view that the levy should be S3Y Sources

from operations were Up 22% 3t merged with the highest GSTalab rate after

213,127, alzo lower than estim- Masch 2026, when the current regime ends. i

ates of 213,255 crore. Mpace & According to sources, the 10-member
GaM. set up under the convenorship of min-
ister of state for finance Pankaj Chaudhary,
doesm't believe in retaining the cossin a new
form" beyond the end of FY26, as mooted by
some quarters.
“This is the first mecting of the GolLAll
the states were saying the cess should be
crged with the GST slab, and not be re-

branded in a new format,”a member of the T Ty shared equally
panel told FE.“How that mergerwill happen i between the
not yet decided, we will discuss that in subse- Centre and
quent mectings" states

The next mecting of the Gob ks in the sec-
ond week of Novernbe:

The cess is currenlly:nﬂccleaby Centre,  tofully repay the loan taken tomeet the short

= the rev- it
i rhetween st by January 2026 This could result in 2 sus

the Cent 40,4 cess

Druring the S4th c.sr Council meetingon  collections for February-March 2026.

man had indi that the aimas Page”

IEA: India ‘powering’ ahead to be
fastest-growing energy guzzler

New Deif. October 16 2035 ENERGY OUTLOOK = Total energy demand in
o Inca is projected to increase
by nearty 35% by 20:

INDLA, ON TRACK to Becorne the thind

largest economy by 2. = set to be an Explore adding physicalty-backed Gold ETFs as an exercise

gy guzzler in lhc p"-gd through - Electricity = Demand for the perfect portfoko strengthening routine. It is one of
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decade, the coun Source of oil demand it Gotd Coumch, /

GOLD

would _ add Sroweth in the world
moce than 12,000

s Explore powering portfolios with gold | ™
e S o Bouth Al Sia movi and S alt.  lectricityand newablecnergy ~making  millicn barrels per day by 2035 and s L o COUNCIL
conditioners will consume mare electric 2 by s =y become the main source of oil demand
v i M globally, the IEA said i its World Energy  growth in the world, the agency
now, the agency pt«hr(ed Suttock 224 the stated policies scenarso (STEPS).
T Eodsa ndia, the third-largest oil consumer,
be mualtifaceted  from oil and gas to coal, will see #n cermand for cil rise byalmost 2 Continued on Page 7
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Vi plans 5G rollout in Dec

Looks to deploy 75,000
sites over next 3 years

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, October 16

VODAFONE IDEAIS planning toroll outits
5G services in December and expects
around 45-50 million users shifting to the
network.The companyislooking to deploy
75,000 5G sites over the next three years,
said Jagbir Singh, chief technology officer,
Vodafone Idea.The telecom companyis rid-
ing on its recent fundraise and the
%30,000-crore deal with Ericsson, Nokia
and Samsung for supply of 4G and 5G net-
work equipment.

Singh said since 5G monetisation s cur-
rently seen on the 5G fixed wireless access
(FWA) broadband service, Vodafone Idea is
targeting tolaunch ViAirFiberbynextyear,
for which it has been doing trials with its
vendor partners.

On Tuesday, Aditya Birla group chair-
man Kumar Mangalam Birla had exuded
confidenceaboutVodafone Idea scriptinga

JAGBIR

SCRIPTINGATURNAROUND sNGH, cTo, . COMMERCIAL
4 5 50 m n VODAFONE P DEPLOYMENT
IDEA OF FWAISA
expected GOOD USE
number of users
shifting to 5G CASETO
MONETISE 5G.
m Vodafone 4\/ ITCOULD BE
Ideais mPlans to add 3-6 MONTHS
targeting to o AFTERTHE 5G
AUREhYA 45,000 4G sites, b
AirFiber by in addition to existing
next year 180,000 sites

5G services in big cities

first to tap a high Arpu base

turnaround with its recent fundraise and
capex cycle. He said the company is on a
more secure footing and remains dynamic
and competitive,and with government’s
continued support,the companywill doits
partinrealising India’s digital destiny.
“We are not going to be too aggressive
on 5G, we will go by case-to-case basis

depending on how the 5G is growing, how
the use cases and device penetration are
happening,” Singh said, adding that the
companywill first roll out the services inbig
cities to tap a high Arpu (average revenue
per user) base.

Continued on Page 7



THE SG WAVE:

HERE'S HOWINDIASTANDS

IN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS:

Indiais predicted

to have

over 500 million
1 5Gsubscribers

AVERAGE DATA TRAFFIC PER SMARTPHONE:

SOGB/month 2027

*16% Projected
/month CAGR rise (Proj )

ol 20GB

4G SUBSCRIPTIONS IN THE COUNTRY:

2027
(Projected)

2021 68%

55%

5G willaccount for
roughly 40%

of all mobile subscriptions
in the country

Source: Ericsson Mobility Report
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India, Australia to speed up negotiations for trade pact

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, October 16

TRADE NEGOTIATORS FROM
India and Australia will intensify
their engagement on the proposed
Comprehensive Economic Cooper-
ation Agreement (CECA) over the
next two months to achieve a clo-
sure before Australia enters the
election phase.

“Ministers have guided the offi-
cials to see if the CECA can be expe-
dited.Wewill be engaging with each
other over the next two months to
see that those sensitivities can be
brought down and can be reduced
untilwe can achievea closure,’addi-
tional secretary in the department
of commerce Rajesh Agrawal said.

“Otherwise Australia goes for
election next year, maybe agree-
ment will go beyond that. Depend-
ing on the workwe are able todoin
these two months,”headded.Com-
merce and industry minister Piyush

SMOOTH TRADE

B The proposed Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement
builds on Economic Cooperation &

Trade Agreement -
pe——

Goyal was in Australia late last
month for wide-ranging discus-
sions on trade and economic ties
between the two countries.

The CECA builds on the Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement whichwasin the nature
of an early harvest deal. To the five
subjects or policy areas that ECTA

Bilateral trade
between India
and Australia
was about

$24 bn

covered, 14 more have been added
in the proposed CECA. On review of
the Asean-India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA), India is seek-
ing to address tariff asymmetries
that Indian exports suffer and the
demand was reiterated at the Asean-
India Economic Ministers Meeting
and bilateral meetings with mem-

M India's exports
to Australia
stood at

$7.94 bn;

imports were

$16.15bn

M Indiais also
holding talks for
trade pacts with
Asean, the EU
and the UK

ber states by minister Goyal.

Asean members include Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam. India maintains that
while it has eliminated tariffs on
74% of the products forall 10 Asean
members, it has got different levels

of zero-dutyaccess in each country.

“What we have got is higher tar-
iff elimination from low order
economies and low tariff elimina-
tion from fast growing and big
economies. This tariff asymmetry
needs to be addressed so that it is a
balanced FTA...It has been appreci-
atedand acknowledged by the Asean
side,” Agrawal said. India and Asean
goods trade agreement came into
forcein January 2010.

“We are discussing the issue
with them. We would like to go
countrywise (on tariff concessions).
Aseanisa 10-countryblocand nota
customs union,” commerce secre-
tary Sunil Barthwal said.

“We would like to see a certain
amount of differentiation because
all of them are at different levels of
economic development. This will
giveus latitude to have a better fit of
the tariff concessions. As practice
Asean does not followit.Theylike to
have a single set of concessions.We

are trying todiscussitand trying to
see what flexibility we can build in
thereview so that asymmetries can
be ironed out,” Agrawal said.

In the recently concluded 9th
round of negotiations on the India-
European Union FTA, both sides
focussed on core trade issues cover-
ing goods services, investment and
government procurement along
with rules of origin (ROO), sanitary
and phytosanitary measures, tech-
nical barriers to trade and trade
remedies. The proposed India-EU-
FTA has 23 policy areas or chapters
and discussions were held on 20 of
them. In the meeting, India also
raised concerns around carbon tax
and other measures the EU is taking
that will result in barriers to trade
and increase costs.On the India-UK
trade talks,another official said that
resumption of negotiations are
expected onlyafter November after
the new government presents its
first budget on October 30.




The agreement cuts on a range of
Australian exports to India, including coal,
lentils, sheep meat and wool, lobsters and

rare earths.

It also promises a phased reduction of tariffs
on wine and other agricultural products,
including avocados, cherries, nuts,
blueberries, almonds, oranges, mandarins,
pears and strawberries.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariff

India-Australia Trade Negotiations / W—fﬁ?ﬁm SITIR qTar

Objective of the Negotiations / qrdr &1 3@?2]':

e : Trade negotiators from India and Australia are intensifying discussions over the
next two months to finalize the CECA. The aim is to conclude the agreement

before Australia’s election cycle begins next year.

o IR 3R 3T & IR JrdiehR 3791l &l Heledl § CECA T 3ifad
&G Sl o fT =l &l T T @ 81 SHHI 36T AT & IeATd
Ish YE Bl H Tgel HSAIT I QW =T g




* Current Trade Relations / H’FEI:q'T IR U

* : Bilateral trade between India and Australia was valued at $24 billion
in FY24. India’s exports to Australia stood at $7.94 billion, while
imports were $16.15 billion. The CECA aims to build upon the existing
Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA).

« YR 3R ciorar & di9 gf9uei IR Fy2a &7 $24
faferger am| sTRa = ECTorT & fFaTa $7.94 fafeae e,
Saf 3T $16.15 RfegeT 4Tl CECA & 3eeey I

mﬂmmwaﬁtwmﬁﬁ(mm)aﬁmm%l




* Tariff Asymmetry / [esh THHATSIT.

* India is seeking to address tariff asymmetries that affect Indian
exports. At the recent ASEAN-India Economic Ministers Meeting, India
reiterated its demand for a balanced free trade agreement (FTA) that
provides tariff concessions and benefits to Indian exporters.

* I 3o Yoeh IFATAATHT Pl eI FIAT BT & ST AR
GRIGCIRCH! EF@%T%H Xl gl Wé}f I ASEAN-India Economic
Ministers I\/Ieeting}ﬁf, HRT o T gdleld Had AR HA IG]

TA) T 379l AT &1 e, ST ARG ATl &l e
%'HTCI?T 3T A YT HAT gl




Offence of
‘Abetment of
Suicide’




Recently, the Supreme Court has interpreted the crime of ‘abetment of suicide,
detailing the criteria for determining guilt in such cases.

What is Abetment of Suicide?

Abetment of suicide is an offence under Section 306 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) (Section 108 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)).




* The punishment for this crime is up 10 10
years of imprisonment and a fine.

* Section 45 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) defines abetment as when
a person either instigates someone to
commit an act, conspires with others to
do something (leading to an illegal act
or omission), or intentionally aids in its

execution. . |




The court laid down following
guidelines to determine
whether a situation involved
unbearable harassment or
emotional exploitation that
drove the deceased to suicide.

SC’s Interpretation: The offence
requires “direct and alarming
encouragement or
incitement” that leaves no

option but fatal step.




The accused created unbearable harassment or torture, leading the victim to
view suicide as the only escape.

The accused exploited the victim's emotional vulnerability, making them feel
worthless or undeserving of life.

The accused threatened harm to the victim's family or caused financial ruin.

The accused made false allegations that damaged the victim's reputation,
leading to public humiliation and loss of dignity.




* Related Cases:

M Mohan v The State, 2011: The SC ruled that proving abetment of suicide under
Section 306 IPC requires a direct act with intent, leaving the victim no option hut
suicide.

* Ude Singh v State of Haryana, 2079: The SC held that proving abetment of svicide
depends on case specifics, requiring direct or indirect incitement that leaves the
victim no choice but suicide.



* Surge in Student Suicides: Student suicides
in India have surged by 4% annually,
outpacing the overall svicide rate increase
of 2%, despite a likely "under reporting" O
of student suicide cases.

 Gender Disparity: In 2022, male students
constituted 53% of total student suicides.
While male svicides decreased by 6% from
2021, female student suicides saw a 7%



Decade Trend: Over the past decade, despite a slight decrease in
the 0-24 age group population, student suicides rose significantly

from 6,654 to 13,044.

State-Wise Distribution: Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Madhya
Pradesh reported the highest numbers of student suicides,
collectively accounting for one-third of the national total.




Birth Anniversary of Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam



e Recently, President Droupadi Murmu honoured former President Dr.
APJ Abdul Kalam on his birth anniversary.

 What are the Key Facts of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam?

 About:

e Born on 15th October 1931 at Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu.

* He planned programmes to produce a number of successful missiles, which helped
earn him the nickname “Missile Man of India”.



* He was sworn in as India’s 11th President in 2002 and completed the
full term in 2007.

e Awards Received:

* He was awarded the coveted civilian awards - Padma Bhushan (1981)
and Padma Vibhushan (1990) and the highest civilian award Bharat
Ratna (1997).

* Dr. Kalam, a renowned Indian scientist, holds honorary doctorates
from 48 universities and institutions in India and internationally.



* Literary Works:
* Wings of Fire
* India 2020 - A Vision for the New Millennium
* My journey and Ignited Minds-Unleashing the power within India
* Indomitable Spirit



 With reference to the election of the President of India, consider the following
statements: (2018)

1.The value of the vote of each MLA varies from State to State.

2.The value of the vote of MPs of the Lok Sabha is more than the value of the vote of
MPs of the Rajya Sabha.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 only

* (b) 2 only

* (c) Both 1 and 2

* (d) Neither 1 nor 2






* Recently, World Food Day was observed on 16th October focusing on
the urgent need to eradicate hunger and build resilient global food
systemes.

* The theme for 2024 is the Right to Food for a Better Life and a Better
Future.

* |t marks the establishment of the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) by the United Nations (UN) on 16th October, 1945.



* The World Food Day came into existence in 1979 during the FAQ's
20th General Conference and the UN General Assembly endorsed it in
1984. Right to food is recognized by the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights 1948.

* Also, WWF's Living Planet Report praised India's food consumption
pattern as the most sustainable among G20 countries.



Renewable Energy



 India has reached a significant milestone in its renewable
energy journey, with the country’s total renewable energy
capacity crossing the 200 GW (gigawatt) mark as of October
10, 2024.



o]
States Driving India’s @

Renewable Energy Capacity

|

Rajasthan

Gujarat

Tamil Nadu

Karnataka

29.98 GW

29.52 GW

23.70 GW

22.37 GW

R = & 1

8 & 5 ¢ Bee

5CW 10GCW 15GCW 20CW 25CW 30GWwW

As of October 10, 2024



7\

Renewable Energy
Capacity in India

Hydro

Solar Power

90.76 GW 45.1%

Wind Power

| 4736 GW 23.5%

Bio Power Small
EEEEETIERy Hvro Power

As of October 10, 2024



 India’s renewable energy targets:

« By 2030: Achieve 500 GW of installed electricity capacity from
non-fossil fuel sources.

* Net-Zero by 2070: As per India’'s commitments at COP26.




e Government steps:

1.National Green Hydrogen Mission: Focuses on developing
green hydrogen to reduce carbon emissions and enhance
energy security.

2.PM-KUSUM: Provides solar irrigation pumps to farmers,
promoting solar energy use Iin agriculture.

3.PLI Schemes: Encourages domestic manufacturing of solar PV
modules by offering production-linked incentives.




1.100% FDI: Allows full foreign direct investment in renewable
energy through the automatic route to attract capital.

2.Waiver of ISTS Charges: Exempts renewable projects from inter-
state transmission system charges until June 2025 to promote
clean energy growth.

3.Renewable Purchase Obligation: Mandates power utilities to
purchase a set percentage of their energy from renewable sources
until 2029-30.




With reference to solar power production in India, consider the following
statements: (UPSC-2018)

1. India is the third largest in the world in the manufacture of silicon wafers used
In photovoltaic units.

2. The solar power tariffs are determined by the Solar Energy Corporation of
India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland?2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



OPERATION JOINT

SWORD 248




* China conducted “Operation Joint Sword 24B" near Taiwan in the South China
Sea.

 About Taiwan

 Taiwan is located in the East China Sea. between China. Jaban. and the
Philinnines. makina it a critical plaver in East and Southeast Asia. Its location is
key for regional trade, especially because the Taiwan Strait is a busy waterway.



 Any conflict in this reqgion could have far-reachina effects.
especiallv on the economies of nearbv countries. Southeast
Asia. in particular. relies on stable trade throuah the Taiwan
Strait, and a military conflict would threaten this balance.

e Since 1949, after the Chinese Civil War. Taiwan has functioned
independentlv. but China continues to view Taiwan as a
breakawav province. While Taiwan operates like a separate
nation, with its own government and president.



 Onlv 11 countries officiallv recoanize Taiwan. Most other
nations. includina the United States. acknowledae China's One
China policy but maintain unofficial relations with Taiwan.

* While most countries don't officiallv recoanize Taiwan as a
separate countrv. thev are verv concerned about anv potential
conflict between China and Taiwan. A war could disrunt alobal
trade, especiallv in industries like electronics, where Taiwan

plays a significant role in manufacturing.
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Word of the day

Ideate:
form a mental image of something that is not
present or that is not the case

Synonyms: imagine, conceive of, envisage

Usage: They were asked to ideate
a new project.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ideatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rardiert/
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