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EPFO adds 9 lakh new
members in August
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“Voters are of
not swayed ¥
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Odisha braces for
Cyclone Dana
NEWS » PAGE 5
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RACHIN SHINES
New Zealand beats
India, takes 1-0 lead
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they fadied to switch to deaner
fuet, a spe in farm fires and
the release of sewage nto the
Yamuna amplified the
problem. » PAGE 2

Explosion near
CRPF school;
no casualties

NEW DELEL
An explosion was reported
Pear 3 CRPF school in a market
area in the Prashant Vikar
tocality of Rohini here on
Sunday moming. The biast left
the school walk, glass panes of
sewveral shops, and a car
damaged. No cne was
reported ingured. » PAGE S

Parliamcnt an‘t
Balgladesh SC

DHAl
Bangladesh's Supreme Court
©on Sunday renstated the
Supreme Judicial Counci with
authority to investigate
allegations of jucscial
misconduct, while upholding a
ruling which gave the power of
remaving |odgse w Paclamient.
33 “Hegal”. » PAGE 14

ISLAMABAD
The Paiistan Senate on
Sunday passed the
controversial 26th Constiution
Amenament 8ill, capping
Pakistan's Chief Justice's

party. » PAGE 14

Militants gun down 7 in Kashmir; say officials

Six workers from outside the Union Territory and a doctor are the victi v in Ganderbal in the evening and opened

fire indiscriminately: attack comes two days after a nonJocal worker was killed in South K ir's

SRINAGAR

even civilians — a lo-
cal doctor and six
workers from out-
side the Union Territory —

in Ganderbal in central

Kashmir on  Sunday
evening.
Official sources said

gunmen alighted near the
camp site of a private com-
in the Ga

three nondocal workers.

Official sources, however,
e de:

of tojuries in a hoepiral-.
The deceased have been
identified as Gurmeet
Singh, a resident of Gur-
daspur in Punjab, Dr. Shah-
nawaz, & resident of Bud.
gam, Anil Kumar Shukls,
Fahéem Nazir, Shashi
Abrol, Mohd Hanief, and
Kaleem.

A police spokesman sasd
the area was cordoned off
by the security forces after
the amtack. Initial reports
suggested an INSAS aut
matic rifle was used o tar-
gec the worker:

“The mumber of attackers
could not be ascertained
immediately. Official sourc-

ers,
General of Police V.K. Bir-

Security fo !

o#f the site of attack

di, reached the attack spot.

Two days ago, a non-lo-
cal worker was killed in
south Kashmir's Shopian.

The fresh attack on non-Jo-
cals con-

was
demned in J&K.
Union Home Minster

Jammu & Kashmer on Sundary. =T

M Union Home Minister Shah ¢ the attack
harshest response from  working on a key infras-
our security forces .. At tructure project in the

immense

hah, in a post on X,

'hose involved In
this Mm act will not be
spared and will face the

eceased. Praying
for the speedy recovery of
those injured.™

“Despicable acts®
jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
)

“1 swongly condemn
this attack on unarmed in-
nocent people and send
my condolences to their
oved ones,” he

Peoples Democratic Par-
ty chief Mehbooba Mufti
described the attack as a

Manoj
Sinha also strongly con-
demned the heinous terro-
rist attack on civilians in

Gagangeer.

“1assure the people that
those behind this despica-
ble act will not go unpun-

ed. We have given full
freedom to J&K Police, Ar-
my and Security forces;
he said.

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah noted that those
killed and injured were

of violence™.
ss leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra condoled

inst humanit

e whole cownry 15
unll‘ed against this... My
deepest condolences to
the bereaved families and |
wish the injured a speedy
m«ymry she said in a post

i inputs from PTD

valley run

International comnect: J&X CM Omar Abdullah (rumber 1) joms neardy 1,700 runoers from 13 nations
at the Valley's first Inernational marathon in STINAEar on SUNGay. IMEAN MSSAR (REPORT

Bomb threats against civil aviation
continue; 25 Sunday flights affected

PMUMBAL

W DELH

As many as 25 flights re-
ceived bomb threats on
Sunday, causing hardship
to hundreds of passengers.
and forcing authorities to
move aircraft to isolation
bays at airports for de-
railed checks.

On Saturday, more than
30 ﬂ‘&h:s received bomb
threat week, nearly
100 ll.lghls received
threats, sending security

nci izzy.

received the threats on

son said the airline was
cognisant of a situation in-
volving flights 6E 58 (Jed-
dah to Mumbal), 6E 87
ikode to Dammam),
6E 11 (Delhi to Istanbul),
17 (Mumbai to Istanbul),
133 (Pune to Jodhpur) and

On their toes: Security

personnel keep  watch after 2 fight mace

an emergency tanding 3t the Jodhpur after a bomb hoax. T

6E n2 (Goa w0
Ahmedabad).

Vistara said it securi-
ty threats for UK 25 (Delhi
to Frankfurt), UK 106 (Sin-

cols, all relevant authori-
ties were immediately noti-
fied, and  security
procedures, as directed by

them, are being carried
out,” a Vistara spokesper-
son said in a statement.

Security alerts

Security alerts were re-
ceived for six Akasa Air
flights: QP02 (Ahmeda-

bad to Mumba, QP 1378
(Delhi to Goa), QP uss
(Mumi

o
106 (Delhi to ll'ydel'th:l)
QP 1519 (Kochi to Mumbai)
and QP IS.DS (Lucknow to
Mumbai]

"lvollnvwlng defined pro-

—+

cedures and thorough in-

spections of six alrcraft,
They have been relessed
for operations,” an Akasa
Alr rson said in a
statement.

The sources ako sald
there were threats for at
least six Alr India flights.
There ment
from the airline.

Air Express
flight IX481 from Kochi to
Dammam recelved the
bomb threat and the flight
landed safely at Dammam,

curity held a meeting with
representatives of airlines
on Saturday.

The Civil Aviation Minis-
try plans to put in place
strict norms to prevent in-
cidents of hoax

threats to airlines, includ-
ing placing the perpetra-
tors on the no-fly list.

BJP retains 71 MLAs in list of 99 for Maharashtra Assembly polls

MUMBAL

The BJP's first list of 99
for the Maha-
rashtra Assembly election
features 71 incumbent
including Deputy
v.hner Minister Devendra
who s
from his home nurf o Nag-
pur South West. BJP —
president and MLC Chan-
drashekhar Bawanule will
recurn to contest the Kam-
thi Assembly
Do had held for & decade
il 2034
A majority of the candi-
dates belong to the Other
Backward Class (OBC), Ma-
ratha,  and v

eejaya Ashokrao
Chavan, davghier of form-

cm
-(

stiruency In Nanded dis-

was
represented by her father
when he was with the Con-

gress before switching
loyalties to the BJP earlier
this year.

Of the 36 mbly
seats in Mumbai, the BIb
has named 34 sitting MLAs

the first list. Another pro-
minent name conspicuous
by its absence in the first
list is Ram Sarpute, the sit-
ting MLA from Solapur.

Mr. Satpute was the
8IP's only Lok Sabha can-

didate from western Maha-
rashtra who lost this year's
election.
Mr. Bawankule s con-
i's
s:

for
Bawankule
was dropped as a BJP can-
didate despite the fact that

he had
Kamthi seat from 2004 to
20M. The decision had up-

longs to, and had cost the
BJP almost 12 seats in
i

Tirst %
cudes Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narwekar contesting
from Colba, Girish M.

jan from Jamner, Sudhir
Mungantiwar from Ballar-

Ashish Shelar from Vandre

Dewty Chief Mirister Devendra Fadnavis. ALE PHOTO

the BIP is fielding family
members like Sulbha Gaik-

wad, wife of sitting MLA
Ganpat Gaikwad, from the
Kalyan East constimency
while her husband re-
mains in fal for allegedly
shooting at a rival politi

Jagtap, the party chief in
the area.

An independent sitting
MLA from Uran in Navi
Mumbal, Mahesh Baldi,
has also been Included in
the Bjis Arst lst. Rahul
Awade, son of former Con-
gress  leader  Prakash
Awade, is contesting as the

BPs  candidate  from
ichalkaranji.

¥From Karad South, the
BIP has repeated its 2019
candidate  Atul Bhosale,
who lost the Last Assembly
election there to former
Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan of the Congress.

in Pune, the party has
repeated its sitting MLAS:
Sddharth Shirole from the

LA from Daund,
hnve zlso been renominat-

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES

Israel strikes
Hezbollah HQ
in Beirut; 87
killed in Gaza

euters
BEIRUTICARO

tsrael said on Sunday that
it had struck Hezbollah's

i adquarters
in the Lebanese capital

ter an Israeli strike killed
dozens.

At least 87 people were
dead or missing after the
strike on Beit Lahiya in Ga-
za late on Saturday.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 18




Militants gun down 7 in Kashmir, say officials

Six workers from outside the Union Territory and a doctor are the victims; gunmen alighted near the camp site of a private company in Ganderbal in the evening and opened

fire indiscriminately; attack comes two days after a non-local worker was killed in South Kashmir’s Shopian; CM Abdullah, Union Home Minister Shah condemn the attack

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

even civilians — a lo-
s cal doctor and six

workers from out-
side the Union Territory —
were killed in a militant at-
tack at a construction site
in Ganderbal in central

Kashmir on  Sunday
evening.
Official sources said

gunmen alighted near the
camp site of a private com-
pany in the Gangangeer
area in the evening and
opened fire indiscriminate-
ly. The strategic Z-Morh
tunnel is being construct-
ed and a highway widened
in the area close to the tou-
rist destination of
Sonamarg.

A police spokesman
confirmed the death of
three non-local workers.

Official sources, however,
said the death toll touched
seven by Sunday night as
“four injured civilians died
of injuries in a hospital”.

The deceased have been
identified as Gurmeet
Singh, a resident of Gur-
daspur in Punjab, Dr. Shah-
nawaz, a resident of Bud-
gam, Anil Kumar Shukla,
Faheem Nazir, Shashi
Abrol, Mohd Hanief, and
Kaleem.

A police spokesman said
the area was cordoned off
by the security forces after
the attack. Initial reports
suggested an INSAS auto-
matic rifle was used to tar-
get the workers.

The number of attackers
could not be ascertained
immediately. Official sourc-
es said senior police offic-
ers, including Inspector-
General of Police V.K. Bir-

Security forces cordon off the site of attack in Ganderbal district of Jammu & Kashmir on Sunday. pTI

di, reached the attack spot.

Two days ago, a non-lo-
cal worker was killed in
south Kashmir’s Shopian.

The fresh attack on non-lo-
cals was widely con-
demned in J&K.

Union Home Minster

Amit Shah, in a post on X,
said, “Those involved in
this heinous act will not be
spared and will face the

harshest response from
our security forces ... At
this moment of immense
grief, I extend my sincerest
condolences to the families
of the deceased. Praying
for the speedy recovery of
those injured.”

‘Despicable acts’

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant-Governor  Manoj
Sinha also strongly con-
demned the heinous terro-
rist attack on civilians in
Gagangeer.

“I assure the people that
those behind this despica-
ble act will not go unpun-
ished. We have given full
freedom to J&K Police, Ar-
my and Security forces,”
he said.

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah noted that those
killed and injured were

working on a key infras-
tructure project in the
area.

“l strongly condemn
this attack on unarmed in-
nocent people and send
my condolences to their
loved ones,” he said.

Peoples Democratic Par-
ty chief Mehbooba Mufti
described the attack as a
“senseless act of violence”.

Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra condoled
the deaths and said killing
innocent civilians and
spreading violence and ter-
ror among the people were
crimes against humanity.

“The whole country is
united against this... My
deepest condolences to
the bereaved families and I
wish the injured a speedy
recovery” she said in a post
on X.

(With inputs from PTI)



« Incident Overview | EI&AT HT Tl

* Seven civilians, including six workers from outside
the Union Territory and a local doctor, were killed in
a militant attack at a construction site in Ganderbal,
Kashmir.

FHR & IMEIadd H TF fAAT T W g0
HTAFAG! FAA A AT AR, o d ¢
Tl 4% 31K ve TUET SfEeT AR o)

$T g1 HT & M

* The attack occurred on Sunday evening at a private
company’s camp site in the Gagangir area, near the
Z-Morh tunnel, which is under construction.

FHAT A9 AT & IR & & oF forsh
m:ﬁa:ﬁﬁtmwaan Sl F-AE gL
& g AT gl




* Details of the Attack | §He &T faaor:

* The militants opened fire |nd|scr|m|nately, targeting workers at the camp.

JTahariedl o AT 9 remerer M , g emar sifas o)

* Three non-local workers were killed on the spot, while four others died later from

|nJur|es sustained durm% tl?ﬁeattack POIFENN 31? N
Al WX Sdfh IR FoT

mmﬁawa’rs'ﬁml

» Security forces cordoned off the area, and initial reports suggest that INSAS
automatic rifles were used.
&N Fell oF i gelreh AW A, 3 R Ralet & seqar goad
# SHT USHer FT 39ART fFaT a14m)



* Victims Identified | AIf3al T ggaT:

* The deceased include Gurmeet Singh from Punjab, Dr. Shahnawaz
from Budgam, and other workers such as Anil Kumar Shukla, Faheem
Nazir, Shashi Abrol, Mohd Hanief, and Kaleem.
ﬂﬁmmﬁmaﬂmﬁam gSIMTH & 31, ATgAdTS,
BﬁTﬂ&lﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ'aﬁﬂ'WQW BEIH AR, AR

ST, AEFAT gAlE, 3 PNT AAT &
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12 of a family killed in bus-van

collision in Dhol

r district

Eight children were among 12 of a family killed in
van

a collision betw:

veen a bus and a

ur
dsrice of Rajasthan, the pollce said an Sunday.
One person was injured. Bari station
officer Shiviahari Meena said the s]eepex bus

headed for Jaipur hit the van on Saturday night.

“The deceased, residents of
colony. were retur:
. Prime Minister

Kareem Gumvat
ning from a wedding at Barauli
Mo

Blast near CRPF school rocks
Delhi’s Rohini; no casualties

NEW DELHI

n explosion was re-
A Ported near 3 CRPF
school in a market

area in the Prashant Vihar
locality of Rohini here on

was reported injured.
The police

gréef and announced an ex-gratia of €2

Iakh from

the PM’s National Relief Fund for the next of kin
of each of the deceased. The injured will be given
TS0,000. »

DIPAM asks staff not to trade
in shares of state-owned firms

The Department of Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) has asked its officials to

shares, it should be clear that there is no way that
price-sensitive information & being

any way. e

A senior Delhi Police of:
ficer said the
camed by an improvised "
crude bomb.

explosion was re-
poned around 7.50 a.m.

substance) of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Sec-
tion 4 of the Prevention of

officlals of the NIA. NDRF,  Damage so Public Pr.
CRPF, and NSG, rushed & Act and Section 3 of the Ex-
the spot to ascertain the  plosives Act, the said.
source of the explosion. According to sources,
SG, NIA, and Delhi police have not ruled

NSG,
Police have cordoned off
the entire area, said Depu-

y Commissioner of Police
(Rohini) Amit Goel. ston, which surf: on so-
The Delhi Police are on media, showed thick

high alert since ftsa festty.  white smoke emanating
season. Prashant Vi-  from the spot. Sources said
har pol{ce have there was a like™

a case under Section 326 .
() Mischief by mjury, In- A team of forensic ex-
fire or perts the area

On high atert: National Security Guard personnel co:
reported at Prashant Whas, near the CRPF 5chool, in the Rohini area of New Deihi on Sunday. P

nauct 30 Investiga

ination. e
could be a mbaure of am-
monia and phosphate.

The Delhi Police sald
they were collecting the
mobile network users’ da-

mine
were present near the spot
when the explosion
occurr

The team also dug a
hole near the school’s wall
and collected soil samples.
A source said the material

tion at the site after a blast was.

used in the blast resem-
bled those used in a crude
bomb, and said that there
would be clarity only when
a full report was recefve:

The NSG commandos de
ployed robots to scan the
entire area for explosive

mat, 3
Shashank, an eyewit-

alerted the police and the
fire brigade,” he said.

Odisha braces for
Cyclone Dana’s likely
arrival on Thursday

BHUBANESWAR

e in vulnerable

Odisha has scarted prepar-

from the
coastal areas on Th .
with the India Meteorologi-

Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapa-
Jaga

wind speeds to reach 100 ra, tsinghpur, Pur,
o120 kmph. and Cuttack. A red warn-
“The IMD said an g has been :ounded for

d Ganjam, where ratnfall
infhuence, & Tow pressure  could range n 7 cm
em._

area is 18 ey, Hkely to form

1Bay of
Bengal and the adjoining  moving thels vessels Lo saf-
uring  er and have hale-
ey lltsver) ed deep-sea fishing.
likely to move west north- “We are fully prepared
westwards and Intensify  to face the cyclone. Peopl
into a depression by Octob- d not unnecessarily
er 22 moming and into a  panic over cyclone predic-

cyclonic storm by October
23 owver the east-central
Bay of Bengal~ said.
“Thereafter, it is very likely

State Revenue and Disaster

to move northwestwards sumer Welfare Depart-
and reach the northwest ment warned rupu-
Bay of Bengal off Odisha- lous _ trader: in:

West Bengal coasts by Oc-
morning.”

tober 24 mornl have been asked to
identify people living
4 vulner: e kets and

“Fully prej

The Odisha government
has decided to deploy dis-
aster response forces in the
coastal

MD has issued given  the
yellow warning for Wed- name meaning a
nesday in the coastal dis-  beautiful, precious pearl in
tricts  such Balasore,  Arabic

16" Century
Copper plates
discovered

in Tiruvallur

cHENNA

A set of copper-plate in-

er using a ring

Quad group of countries take part
in back-to-back naval war games

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Quad group of coun-

nclud-
ed on Friday off the coast
Earlier,

Strategic waves: The harbour phase of ‘Exercse Malabar was held

seal of the
i

ingdom.
The official alerted the
Epigraphy Division of the

th ey were part of the multi.
lateral ~Exercise Kakadu™
hosted by the Royal Austra-
lian Navy from September
9 to 20.

The Indian Navy termed

in \ and the sea phase in the Bay of Bengal. axi

ment to the commitment  evolved into a key mulilac-

of participating nations to-  eral event aimed at “en-
wards enhancing under- hancing interoperability,
murual _under-

and in the
maritime domain as the

a
shared maritime challeng-

cerns over the rapid ex-
pansion of the Chinese Na-

vy and its increasing forays
into the Indian Ocean
Region.

Units participated  in

With a total 9.3 lakh new
members, EPFO shows 9%
growth in subscriber base

du Bureau
NEW DELHI

(EPFO)

pon firings, anti-air shoots,

air defence exercises, anti-
submarine warfare exercis-
es, extel ations of
ship-borne helicopters, the
Navy said

Exer

clse Kakadu
Exercise Kakadu brought
x nearly 3.000 per-

Fund O
had a net addition of 18.53
lakh members to its sub-

that

opportunities

Membership grows
The Emplayees
Shows 3 net 2dd:

crdent Fund Crganisation’s August report
o of 18.5 lakh members. A lowdowr

£9FO enrolled around $.30 takh new members
i August 2024, an Icroase of 0.48% y-oy

Cver 33 lakin

Of the new members
2

Curd 2.53 lakhs

lakh members exited and
subsequently rejoined the

Munirathna, i | “Exercise Malabar”, onnel Fom 30 nations, | and heightenca svmmanem  groun 1825 far -Augnst FOf the new members,
rector (Epigraphy). “as1, | from October 81018, as i grapples with in-  es in the Indian Oceanand  ships from 10 counlrte_s of employee benefi 2024 is 8.06 lakh. This is around 253 lakh -
Myson inscrip- | “most mari-  Indo-Pacific region.” it not-  and aircraft from A atal of 9.3 1kt ihew cumsonmce with Uhe ean - men the net female
o was wrltten n Sancirt | al oaltions oo the. The har. s security challenges”  ed. Tons, all converping in the | members were added In  Her trend which indicates member addition during
and Nandinagari script. It | bour phase was held in Vi-  the Indian Navy said in a Anti-submarine warfare  north Australian exercise | August 2024, represen that individuals join-  the month stood
was engraved in 1513 dur- by and undersea domain area. underscoring Can- | an increase of 0.48% in  ing the organ]sed work-  3.79 lakh.
ing the reign of King Krish- | the sea phase in the Bay of “Exercise  Malabar®, berra’s to | new members from force are youth ly the States. Mah-
andevaraya. He sald such | Bengal whichbegan in1992asabi-  as major focus areas “regional maritime securi- | August 2023 e Sirst.cime job seckers- the arashira is leading by ad

nscriptions were valuable “Malabar 2024 Sea lateral naval drill between among the Quad parters  ty and international part- Workers in the Ministry sais ding 20.59% of net mem-
for retording history. ves as a testa- India and the U.S., has as all of them have con-  nerships roup constinite 59.3 Pty Appfmna!ely 13.54  bers during the month.
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3 Understand propes, that is to gain some scholarship (7]
16 Encounter with criminal’s a stretch (7}

11 Entert
ultimatety (7)

aieenent company at NCR takes over Englizh Trust

12 To e, heart should beat inside, 2o respire (7]
13 Almost certain 1o give, thatis give up (9]

et acro roscsward site.
o Bepss - Birak i T

Sleets at present aboard ship (5)
Skeptics can't be quiet. Complicated, most fed up (7]
Assembled wih society, plan to meet journalist [7)
Wite Firally leaves for a skillful tasior (5)

o carin frone st st
Incantives to get & vehicle? Norsense scheme prrmardy (7)
Smoking some pot's acceptable very strongly in Germarry (7)
Test is in old compeund (7]
Enters Prrriedly and takes & cownpayment (T)

YRRREEERG

i

Rates of crispies i reduced in confusion (6)
Means chap's merd almost (6}
Number 4 iz seen in fine clothing (4)
Analysed a cricket mastch with editor (6]
Cold people having beer? Good, chill first and serve (8)
Down? Rise and believe {10}
Publication selected and hired oid team leader (bachelon) (3}
Worried about desserts (3}
Choose metal. cycling to chub for ancther type of music (10)
Looked for vaull to store gram? No, the othes way rownd (8)
Say, convenor's from Switzeriand, 3 pilot 18)
Shift sent far for cistribution by rosd (3}
Reproduced a dish topped with fish {6)
Captured teaders of Norway and Raty and showed the way (5}
Observes comests where fellow is snocked out by Stokes (6)
Backing Tamil leader at stronghold (4)
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Karva Chauth significance

Observed by millions of married women. especially those
hailing from the northern parts of the country, Karva
Chansth is a significant event in the devotional and festival

cance Nes in the bellef of married women that prayers and
ng ensures
rituals are pare of the Eeervance of Karva Chath. Mar.
ried women observe complete nirjala fast sunrise to
after uf meal, called sangi.
‘Women congregate n to Karv:

The festival culminates with the Sighting of the moon
and offering water 1o using an earthen
pot. The water is offered through a sieve as the moon rises
and the fast is broken with water offered by the husband
who s seen through the same sieve. The important

festival of Karva

IFFICULTY RATING: TRTT 27 T

Solution to previous purzle Solution y°s Sudoku

83 6|52

2597 €
7 4

.8 = i

5 4 3|61

7 61|24
9548

51 89 7

a2 7|35

kathas
Chauth are those of
Satyavan andbsmn. a woman who got her dead husband
back to life from Yama, the God of death. Similarly, popu-
lar is the story of Karwa, who with her devotion, was able
to get her husband back from the jaws of death.

The most narrated legend is that of Queen Veeravalli,

tree, creating an valli broke her
fast and at the same time. news of her husband's de.
reached them._ As she ran out in ss Parvati
appeared before her her to fast again and
pray with devotion, which she did. Seeing her dedication,
rama to restore her In back to life.
w— feds




Odisha braces for
Cyclone Danas likely
arrival on Thursday

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha has started prepar-
ing for a possible impact
from Cyclone Dana in the
coastal areas on Thursday,
with the India Meteorologi-
cal Department forecasting
wind speeds to reach 100
to 120 kmph.

The IMD said an upper
air cyclonic circulation lay
over the north Andaman
Sea on Sunday. “Under its
influence, a low pressure
area is very likely to form
over the east-central Bay of
Bengal and the adjoining
north Andaman Sea during
the next 24 hours. It is very
likely to move west north-
westwards and intensify
into a depression by Octob-
er 22 morning and into a
cyclonic storm by October
23 over the east-central
Bay of Bengal,” it said.
“Thereafter, it is very likely
to move northwestwards
and reach the northwest
Bay of Bengal off Odisha-
West Bengal coasts by Oc-
tober 24 morning.”

‘Fully prepared’

The Odisha government
has decided to deploy dis-
aster response forces in the
coastal districts.

The IMD has issued a
yellow warning for Wed-
nesday in the coastal dis-
tricts such as Balasore,

Collectors have been
asked to identify
people in vulnerable

pockets and shift
them to shelters

Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapa-
ra, Jagatsinghpur, Puri,
and Cuttack. A red warn-
ing has been sounded for
Thursday morning for Pu-
ri, Jagatsinghpur, Khordha,
and Ganjam, where rainfall
could range between 7 cm
and 20 cm.

Fishermen have begun
moving their vessels to saf-
er locations and have halt-
ed deep-sea fishing.

“We are fully prepared
to face the cyclone. People
should not unnecessarily
panic over cyclone predic-
tion,” said Suresh Pujari,
State Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister. The
Food Supplies and Con-
sumer Welfare Depart-
ment warned unscrupu-
lous traders  against
hoarding. The District Col-
lectors have been asked to
identify people living in
vulnerable pockets and
shift them to shelters. Wo-
men due to be delivered of
babies this week have been
asked to move to hospitals.

Qatar has given the
name Dana, meaning a
beautiful, precious pearl in
Arabic.






« Cyclone Preparation | Ishdld Y SR Ik

* Odisha has started preparing for the possible impact of Cyclone Dana,
expected to hit the coastal areas on Thursday.

NS A AR F T & H FHIAT Tshald 'SET &
gaTa ¥ o durdt % FT &

* The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecasted wind
speeds of 100 to 120 km/h.

mmﬁmﬁm(mnﬁr)ﬁmo#uoﬁwﬁqﬁ
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* Formation of Cyclone | dshdld <l TS

* An upper air cyclonic circulation over the North Andaman Sea is
expected to create a low-pressure area, which will likely intensify into
a depression by October 22 and develop into a cyclone by October

23.
39T SATT PR W TH I &4T T dhdldl FO0T 5T

gdId &1 el T THIGT &, a’rzzmaﬁmﬁr
Wméaﬁtmmwwﬁmﬁaﬁam
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e Cyclone Path | Ishdld <hl HTT:

* The cyclone is expected to move northwestward and may reach the
coasts of Odisha and West Bengal by the morning of October 24.

THhald & 3A-IREH A HR Toa IR 24 3rFcay A Gae
a% A3 R IRGH qaner F T dF GguA H FHIGT g



* Government's Preparedness | I T a4

* The Odisha government has deployed disaster response forces in the
coastal districts.

g%gnmﬁaﬁzrﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁm
|

* Fishermen have started moving their vessels to safer locations and
have stopped deep-sea fishing.

AGART o Y= Aal P AT TATAT W FATATTRT Bl
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» Warnings and Precautions | IdTd«il 3¥ wgfaaa:

 The IMD has issued a yellow warning for several coastal districts, including
Balasore, Bhadrak, and Puri, on Wednesday.

mﬂa#waﬁm W IR ot "fgd 2 adT e
¥ e dieh Aarae s # > ™

* A red warning has been issued for heavy rainfall on Thursday for districts
like Puri, Jagatsinghpur, Khordha, and Ganjam, with expected rainfall
between 7 to 20 cm.

wﬁqﬁ,aﬂaﬁw gel, 3R I oY St & fow ardy
grﬁara?rﬁ?aﬁ?ﬁmfr € ¥, et 7 ¥ 20 QA AR @ Hh
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1.Precautions Against Hoarding | STHTERT & T&<TH Adrdeir:

1. The Food Supplies and Consumer Welfare Department has warned traders
against hoarding essential supplies.

gred 3rqfd 3R 3usear Foamor f@Fmer o il & sHaEit &
fReTe Jdrast & ¥



1.Cyclone Naming | Tshdld <l oITHRIUT:

1. The cyclone has been named "Dana" by Qatar, which means "beautiful,
precious pearl" in Arabic. ‘ ’
$AL o $W Tshald $T AH ‘ST @ ¢, orar 3Rt & g § "I,
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of voter

applications rejected
in Chandrapur

A sub-divisional
officer has
lodged a police

The increase in India’s
automobile exports
from April-September

THE2@&3 HINDU

Rice production
damaged due to floods
in Bangladesh

Number of bomb hoax

Number of Ukrainian

threats to Indian
airlines last week

drones shot down by
Russia on Saturda

In per cent. The overall exports
in the April-September period

=to0d st 25,28,248 units

after 6,853 were
filed wrongly during online voter
registration.

year-ago per
Geclined 5.5% in FY24. »=

with 22,11,457 units in the
rod. Automabile expors

i

loss of rice productior
has been struggtng to stabilise food prices
that have surged nearly 205, acwcas

0 million tonnes. The country’s
agnculture ministry said this
year's flooding has resulted in 3
n. The government

r

multiple Indian arines this week spareng.
fear among passengers. AX least 30 hoax
threats were made on Saturday alone.

More than 70 fake bomb
threats have been made
against flights operated by

||

The minsstry said air
defences had intercepted
43 drones over the Kursi

son. Another 27 drones were downed
aver the Lipetsk region. sr
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On climate finance to developing nations

EXPLAINER

Arjun Dutt

Gagan Sidhu

The story so far:
he 29th Conference of the
Parties (COP29) of the UNFCC
to be held in Baku, Azerbatjan.

expected

climate finance issues feature at the top of
its agenda.

Are developing states more at risk?
Economically Eveloplng o rles e
0st vulnerable to climate

change's effecte. This 1s because of
seographical factors and, because their
economies rely more on sectors like
agriculture, which are particularly
sensitive to climate
Despite being among the most
vulnerable, developing countries have
contributed relatively little to the
cumulative emi cause climate
change. According to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the

Blaak waters: A sunrise over the polhuted waters of Yamuna laden with foam on October 17, as»

and that only grants, or
grant-equivalents of concessional finance,
should

. not finance provided
is.

rgovernmental Panel on Climate adaptation actions addressing climate actual disbursals and not s
Change. developed countries account for | change.” This specifies two aspects of
57% of cumulative global emissions since | climate finance: sources (public thata
1850 despite hosting smaller populations private, and e doi
than the developing world. Developing rs) and end-uses (climate existing ald:
countries also face competing igation or adaptation) e
developmental needs, vexing their abll.ity for E
to take climate action by and (OECD) ona
2009 ¢ Accord had reports on climate finance flows from
goumtries commit o providing $100 developed to ping countries. They | Who needs climate

develol
cover fows from four sources,

ingernational public finance and the
private finance mobilised

© he
period i on the agenda at COP29.

What is climate

public, private, and alternative sources —
seeks to support mitigation and

public climate nance is
composed of commercial and
concessional loans, grants, equity and
other instruments. Loans typécally
constitute the lmges: share (69.4% In
2022), followed by grants (28%). However,
and such

finance?
require external
for climate action_ e
the International Energy Agency (1EA),
675 million people in the developing
world didnt have access to electric power
In 2021. Developing need to
versalise access and increase

ele(u'h:n) consumption._

Developing countries also have smaller

as Oxfam have noted several
shortcomings with the OECD’s reports.

They have argued they should represent

capital. For instance, the cost of capital
for solar photovoltalc and storage

technologies is about twice as high in
than in

ones, according to the IEA. Therefore, if

devel countries are to balance
lopment and climate action, external

finance should be made available.

How much does India nee:
india has both short-term and lmg feem
climate targess. 30, 1

'S0 GW of generating capacicy
from non-fossil-fuel sources; five million
metric tonnes per annum of

THE GIST

Economically developing
ies are among the

vulnerable to climate change's
ause of geographecal

effects bec:
factors that expose them to
more climate risk.

-
The Unised Nesons Pamencrk

312) and
differentiated levels of penetration for
various Electric Vehicle (EV) categories.

7 estimar partola

GW of renewable energy by 2030 il

require an additional 2168 lakh crore

nvestment. Per the National Green

mdmgen Mission, India’s GH2
need &8

crore.
need spend around 216 Lakh crore to
purchase EVs to achieve this vision. A

mobil
Collective
top priority. The NCQG Vo
s that are () actual disbursals, not just
(i) new and ain
publh: capital o the Soemn of dbgocs grants;

(v) private
by public capital. Howeve:
flowing private finance to devel
countries should not be counted. An
independent high-level expert group
constituted by the presidencies of COP26
and COP27 has already determined that
developing countries {excluding China)
wm lequlre around $1 trillion in external
ance by 2030.

Ar}un Dutt and Gagan Sidhu are,
respectively, senior programme lead and
director of the CEEW Centre for Energy
Finance.

n Climate Change
(UNFCCC) Gefines climate

addressing climate change ™
-

The Organisation for Economic
Co-operation a

Development (OECD] publshes.
reports on dimate finance
flows from developed to
developing countries

What does the new ‘lady
justice’ statue signify?

The story so far:
ast week, the Chief Justice of
india unveiled the ‘new lady
jusn(e statue in the Supreme
remises that replaced
the ‘original Jady Justice’. The new statue
is clothed in a saree, has shed the
blindfold and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on the other.

corrupt state of legal systems with judicial
institutions turning a blind eye. it was
only during the enlightenment period
(7th-15th century) that it was

as
it signifies that justice should be

<3t ¢ »
%

withous bias
wealth, power and social i The

scales represent balance. phasises
that courts must weigh I:oth sides ofan
before

Finally, the sword symbolise:
and authority ormehv. sngmfymg that
« and pun

Why the change?
When the British established their control
over India, they introduced their legal
ystem. The hierarchy of courss from
preme Cour

lawer courts to the Su;
Fie of the Brtiats syeeern Tt weas during
Brlllsh rule that the ‘lady justice” became
inent symbol in india and was
phced outside courtrooms.
The new statue is an attempt at
decoloniality, with an aim to shed colonial
1s. The saree replacing the western
attire brings the statue closer to Indian
tradition. The removal of the blindfold
a

More our social diversity, the
faced by
sections, constitutional provisions and

onstit
taws made for thelr uplikment require a

deliver|
sword being replaced with the

the Constitution and its value in our
Jjurisprudence. The preserving of the
scales goes on to shou that

Justice.
Firstly, the revised Memor

urgent actions needed in this regard with
respect to the institution that delivers

randum of
Procedure that deals with appointment of
s by the collegium has not been
finalised for the past eight years. This
needs to be ﬁnansed by the government
and jud-:iar) without any further delsy o

the pmuux ofappnlnn’n

flect the social diversity of our country.

“Third, the High Courts invar operate
at only 6 strength thereby

mnlnbunng o the huge pendency of

continue
and hearing both sides before delivering
izs final judgment.

What urgent actions are needed?
Court Last week

Interest Litigation which saughx a

th'ne frame of three years for disposal of

lower courts, where 4.4 crore cases are
filled by the

Rangarajan
auﬂlnr sar of l‘hﬂry sunpmmv Views
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The new statue is an attempt
at decotoniality, with an sim to
shed colonial symbols.

When the British estsblished

that the orignat Tady justice’
became 3 pros symbol in
india and was placed cutside
courtrooms.




What does the new ‘lady
justice’ statue signify?

What is the symbolism behind the change? How many cases are pending before courts in India?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
ast week, the Chief Justice of
India unveiled the ‘new lady
justice’ statue in the Supreme
Court premises that replaced
the ‘original lady justice’. The new statue
is clothed in a saree, has shed the
blindfold and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on the other.

What is the background?

It is believed that the origin of the
modern-day ‘lady justice’ is Justitia, the
goddess of Justice in Roman mythology.
‘Lady justice’ is depicted with a blindfold,
scales, and a sword. The blindfold was
added during the Renaissance period
(14th century) probably as a satire on the
corrupt state of legal systems with judicial
institutions turning a blind eye. It was
only during the enlightenment period
(17th-18th century) that it was
reinterpreted as representing impartiality.
It signifies that justice should be

administered without bias regardless of
wealth, power and social status. The
scales represent balance. It emphasises
that courts must weigh both sides of an
argument before delivering a judgment.
Finally, the sword symbolises the power
and authority of the law, signifying that
the law can both protect and punish.

Why the change?

When the British established their control
over India, they introduced their legal
system. The hierarchy of courts from
lower courts to the Supreme Court is a
relic of the British system. It was during
British rule that the ‘lady justice’ became
a prominent symbol in India and was
placed outside courtrooms.

The new statue is an attempt at
decoloniality, with an aim to shed colonial
symbols. The saree replacing the western
attire brings the statue closer to Indian
tradition. The removal of the blindfold
and having eyes open is significant in the
Indian context. It conveys that the law is
not blind and it ‘sees’ everyone equally.

More importantly our social diversity, the
discrimination faced by underprivileged
sections, constitutional provisions and
laws made for their upliftment require a
nuanced approach of ‘viewing’ every case
appropriately and delivering justice. The
sword being replaced with the
Constitution symbolises the supremacy of
the Constitution and its value in our
jurisprudence. The preserving of the
scales goes on to show that the courts will
continue weighing evidence impartially
and hearing both sides before delivering
its final judgment.

What urgent actions are needed?

The Supreme Court last week dismissed a
Public Interest Litigation which sought a
time frame of three years for disposal of
over five crore cases pending in all courts
of the country. The Supreme Court held
that while the demand was desirable, it is
practically impossible considering the
flood of litigation faced by the justice
delivery system. However, ‘justice delayed
is justice denied’ and there are some

urgent actions needed in this regard with
respect to the institution that delivers
justice.

Firstly, the revised Memorandum of
Procedure that deals with appointment of
judges by the collegium has not been
finalised for the past eight years. This
needs to be finalised by the government
and judiciary without any further delay to
bring transparency and accountability to
the process of appointment.

Secondly, the representation of
backward classes, scheduled castes,
schedule tribes, and religious minorities
is less than 25% in the higher judiciary
and women constitute less than 15%. The
appointments to higher judiciary should
reflect the social diversity of our country.
Third, the High Courts invariably operate
at only 60-70% strength thereby
contributing to the huge pendency of
over 60 lakh cases at present. The
government needs to appoint collegium
recommendations for High Courts
without dragging its feet. The vacancies in
lower courts, where 4.4 crore cases are
pending, should also be filled by the
States without backlog. Finally, cases
dealing with the constitutional validity of
amendments/laws and individual liberty
should be heard on a priority basis by the
higher judiciary. These measures would
ensure that the new symbol is not just
symbolic but reflects the actions taken for
the delivery of fair and prompt justice.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.
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The new statue is clothed in a
saree, has shed the blindfold
and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on
the other.

v

The new statue is an attempt
at decoloniality, with an aim to
shed colonial symbols.

v

When the British established
their control over India, they
introduced their legal system.
It was during the British rule
that the original ‘lady justice’
became a prominent symbol in
India and was placed outside
courtrooms.
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* The Chief Justice of India recently unveiled a new statue of "Lady
Justice" in the Supreme Court premises.

AT & ALY ~AETHer o gl &1 # A FC 7 a5 A8
Sfeca UTaAT T 31=1Eav0r |

* This new statue, unlike the original, wears a saree and holds the
Indian Constitution in one hand, while the scales of justice are held in
the other. The blindfold has been removed.

a‘éqﬁquﬁ% UF g # AR dfqwurst 3R qav &
ST ST A0S gtr%aaﬁ;aara’rwqwa?r%l



« Symbolism and Meaning | Ydishdrg 3 31

* The original Lady Justice was inspired by Roman mythology,
representing impartiality with a blindfold and a sword. The new
statue represents decolonialization and Indian traditions by shedding

the blindfold and wearing a saree.

A 'ad Sfcw Aua gl wamsit @ o df 3k sremae

IR qEr ¥ fosgerar &1 yRAfAfcT wet ff 7€ gfaar

gqﬁﬁam#gﬁ?raﬁtmwmaﬁmqﬁﬁﬁﬁm
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* Why the Change? | dqelld &hT hIIUT:

* The new statue is seen as a step towards decolonization, moving
away from British colonial symbols. The removal of the blindfold

symbolizes that justice "sees" everything and is not blind.
aéqﬁmsqﬁﬁam#ﬂﬁ%raﬁréanﬁwmmaﬁ

g, a’rﬁﬁaraﬁqﬁﬁﬁmm# ST @ g1 3mar & gedh
g 39 a1 &1 UdE & b —qmwwa'@?lf%aﬁtm
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* Representation of Justice | =gTH <hl CIGIGIEGEE

* The scales in the statue represent balance and fairness in judgment,
ensuring that both sides of an argument are weighed equally before a

final decision is made.

gfdT A are] Heelst 3N Aswarar & yfafafee = @,
aﬁrfia?r T ¥ fr 3ifae Bohr & ged ot gat & gt
a#wafr@a’lmml



* Urgent Actions Needed in Indian Judiciary | HRANT 9T &
S HEH:

* There is a backlog of over 5 crore pending cases in Indian courts. The
need for faster processing and more judges is critical.

HRAT ETdl A 5 U3 A HF dfed AHET hY AT
g Ao & foruerer 3t Qs =arareet & sraegwar

Hgcaqor g



* The representation of women and marginalized communities in
higher judiciary is still below 25%, which needs to be addressed.

39 FAYIfes # AR IR AT 9T o are qoert
#1 gfafafaca arefr sft 25% & w1 3, @ gurar Hr

3TaedFar ¢l



1.Conclusion | fs&Y:

1. The new Lady Justice statue is not just a symbolic change, but also a reminder
of the need to ensure transparency, representation, and timely justice in the
Indian judiciary.

HRAT =it & aRgfdr, sfafafdes ik a7g w =
gfaflad Fta A1 aegFar A g Rerdr
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Behind ITC
restaurants’
endurance
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Class apart: ITC restaurants’ success lies in the kid-glove

Sttention. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

month, urya
seven-year-old progressive

instance. the dessert — a raw
with

gave a taste of its
Sowth Indian

into the hotel simply to saw
delicacse:
such loay

Cargo firms upsize for new e-com
business, but competition is fierce

Logistics company Blue Dart savs it COVErS over

O more ©

NEWS ANALYSES

Ancesh Phadnis

e-commerce
Erows by leaps and
bounds, there is a
surge in demand for logis-
tics services. In line with
this growth, cargo and lo-

gistics companies are in-
vesting in new facilities
and processes wid,
a streamline  their
operations.

vestments com

Mumbal-headquartered

i

logistics
Gati Is expanding its
branch network and up-
cture and
technology. “~Seven
planned hibs have been
operationalised in Farukh-
Dagar (Gurugram). Nagpur.

uwahat, Bhiwandi

initiatives include an over-

proc:
Covhich favolve transfer of

n-
dore and Hyderabad. Fur,
hermore, we will expand
in Ahmedabad,

Kolkata,
Ketan
director of Gati

vour
5. So, what's the secret behind creating
brands?

answer Is
time of openi
brands have cl

r menu. An
they have taken the brands to

simple. Since the

different cities,

they have resisted the temptation to customise

the menu for that

particular city.
(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

Express and Supply Chain
Pyt

cargo with mmlma.l wair at
warehous,

es).
Most goods, including e-
commerce shipments. par-
cels and all

56,

locations and 19.0
Allcargo Gati is ex

Cast is @ major worry for the IORGTICS SECtor with rising Prices of trucks SEUTESS

We recognise the

with a large

its hr.;nch network

ablmgluorwchtherermtatpamoﬂmnphm:o
and

ucture and tec

digital parcel lockers, en-

Movin Express, which
describes iself as a busi:
small

ness-t
logist s

awhole” Clano

Electronics freight
Alongside the growth in

in India, is a joint venture

glomerate InterGlobe
Ente

“We have witnessed

production and soummg
hub,

~ Mr. Clano say
This shift Is already evi-

the competitive nature of  dent in electronics manu-
the freight in In-
dia, y with a sig-

giant Apple assembled $11
billion “tprth of iPhones in
the country last year, ac-
counting for 14% of Rs glo-
bal production. India’s

ecom shipped by s

PABLO CIANO.
- & o e division

ments are transported by
road in India.

Lad

The company is also in-  Competitive arena ome-grown  logistics
vesting In 1l; Goods tation is a Blue Dart says it
and addiional sorting  highly compestive and over 56.000 loca-
centres and tons and 19,000 in
“These will codes, enabling it to reach
scale up our in even the remotest parts
and _improve delivery centres and sales con-  the country. It plans to ex-

tracts. While there are 12
national operators, there

pand to more centres.
ue Dart recognises

domestic pan:el ransport
in 20

export to the
Uniced States is also on the

se. as T in the
higher trade n this

category.
¥or domestic logistics

dia” says Gréj Goba-
Blé, Director of Movin
Ex

Challe:

nges
Cost pressure is a major
worry for the logistics sec-

tor, especially with the ris-
ing prices of both
new A shriram Fi-

is driven by the -
commerce, FMCG and re-
tail segments. ~“We are op-
dmistic about sustained
growth in the upcoming

including in.

s rvenent in ad-
vanced technology and
strategic partnerships, in-
cluding with India Posts

a 5
across tier 11 and 11l centres
and from MSMEs (micro,
small and medium ente:
prises) continues to rise,
savs Mr. Kulkarni.

3 pany is also
using data analytics to opt-
mise route planning. re-
transit t ele-
Vate service reliabilicy, mr.
Goba-Blé says.
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

On a roll

vehicles: Employees sre 2t

Fegtet

work on the production Bne of th

d models, has planned to hire 450 teMPOrary workers to speed up

gen v the new Peugeot e-3008 and e 5008 electric car at the Stellants factory
in Scchaus, eastern France. The historic Peugeot factory. which iz benefiting from the commercal success of its 3008 and 5008 electric and
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Gateway at Galathea Bay: the new
major port can be a game changer

T.E. Raja Simhan

A quarter century after
Kamarajar Port was named
the country’s 12th major
port, the mega internation-
al container transshipment
port (ICTP) at Galathea Bay
— in the Great Nicobar is-
land in the Bay of Bengal —
has been notified as the
13th major port.

This paves the way for
the development of the
port, which could prove a
game changer for maritime
trade in the region.

The ICTP, with a 20
metre natural draught, will
be strategically located on
the East-West international
trade and shipping route in
proximity to transship-
ment terminals like Singa-
pore, Klang and Colombo.

It is also a part of the rapid-
ly evolving Indo-Pacific ge-
opolitical region. As a gate-
way to the region, it will
capture transshipment car-
go from Indian east coast
ports, as also Bangladesh
and Myanmar.

The Great Nicobar is-
land, part of the Union ter-
ritory of Andaman and Ni-
cobar islands, is 40

nautical miles from Malac-
ca Strait — the internation-
al shipping channel cater-
ing to about 35% of the
annual global sea trade.
Currently, nearly 75% of In-
dia’s transshipped cargo is
handled at overseas ports.
Colombo, Singapore and
Klang cumulatively handle
more than 85% of this car-
go, with 45% going to Co-
lombo port. The ICTP can
save Indian ports $200-220
million each year in trans-
shipment charges.

Eco-sensitive zone
However, the port’s deve-
lopment faces several chal-
lenges, since it is in an eco-
logically sensitive region.
As per a government
source, “Consultants will
have to plan without affect-

ing the region’s eco-sensi-
tivity. That is the mandate.
They will accordingly seek
proposals from contrac-
tors and implement these
in a phased manner.”

The ICTP is envisaged to
be developed in four phas-
es at an estimated cost of
341,000 crore. Phase 1 is
expected to be commis-
sioned in 2028 with a han-
dling capacity of around 4
million TEUs, which will go
up to 16 million TEUs in the
final stage of development.
The estimated cost for
phase 1 is 18,000 crore,
which covers dredging, re-
clamation, construction of
breakwaters, berths, stor-
age areas and buildings
among other things.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)



* Introduction:

* A new international container transshipment port (ICTP) has been
notified at Galathea Bay on the Great Nicobar Island, marking it as the

13th major port of India.
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* Strategic Importance:

* Located near major transshipment terminals like Singapore and
Colombo, this port has a 20-meter natural draught and is positioned
on the East-West international trade route.
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* Cost Savings:

e Currently, 75% of India’s transshipped cargo is handled at overseas
ports. The ICTP will help save $200-220 million annually in
transshipment charges.
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* Phased Development:

* The project will be developed in four phases at a cost of 41,000
crore. The first phase, expected to be completed by 2028, will have a
capacity of 4 million TEUs, scaling up to 16 million TEUs in the final
stage.
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1.Eco-sensitive Challenges:

1. The port development faces challenges due to its location in an ecologically
sensitive zone. Measures will be taken to ensure that the environmental

impact is minimized.
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« Highest Peaks: Saddle Peak is the highest peak in North Andaman Island and Mount Thuillier is
the highest peak in Great Nicobar Island.

» New names: Ross Island is renamed as Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island; Neil Island as
Shaheed Island; and Havelock Island as Swaraj Island.

QUICK FACTS
Campbell
6 aboriginal tribes are Bay National Park, Coco
seen - Andamanese, Galathea Bay National Islands are a small
Onge, Jarawa and Park, Mahatma group of islands in
Sentinelese are Negrito Gandhi Marine National the north
while Nicobarese and Park and Rani eastern Bay of
Shompen are Jhansi Marine National Bengal. They are
Mongoloid. Park are few important part of Myanmar,
national parks.
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‘Have more children,’ Andhra

CM tells state residents

OPERATING MARGINS OF 164 FIRMS SHRINK IN Q2

Other income comes
to early birds’ rescue

FE BUREAU

New Delhi, October 20

THE EARNINGS SEASON has got

Ity every heavyweight disappoint 12
et 2

ple of 164 companies (including
banks and financial up 7%
year on-year on the back of an %
rize & . But net profits
would have fallen but for 2 239%

3 is) were
n revenues. But n i
jump in otherincome.

The across-the-board miss in
estimates suggests the Street has
been unable to gauge the extent of

mand, whether

sluggishness in de:
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headquarters in the
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northem mPace s
TOTAL HEADCOUNT
OF 6 TOP IT FIRMS
DIPS 1% Y-O-Y IN Q2

THE COMBINED
HEADCOUNT of the six
top Indian IT firms.
dropped 0.96% year-

112% sequential growth, reports
Malvania. The tot:

foamchmunt fox the Septarber
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o trmct i s e Bt (ememinegn
before interest, tax, depreciation
and amortisation) margin of 40
basis points and a muted 10.39%
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which fell 256 and weak domestic

o gen by 140 bps missing esti
mates and leaving the Ebitda
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Stars align for astrology
startups in festive spell

Engagements up
20-30%b this year

S SHANTHI
Bengalury, October 20

STARS ARE SHINING for startups
astrology consulta-
tioms this festive season. Engage

pl:nnmuonh year.

Al-powered astrology startup
Astroyogi, for instance, has
Eocosed 2 surgeof 1595 In con-

Boeing mulling asset
sales to boost finances

AUSPICIOUS TIME

srone WW W.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

= Al-powered astrology startup
Astroyogi records 15% rise in
consultations

= Temple India's onfine
services astrology market,
startup VAMA currently at
yegisters $102-106 mn,

increase in
new users

mStartups in the space have raised a
total funding of $31_8 million this year

EAD TO LEAD

isexpected to
grow tenf.

the last
Eextive seascn. Viemss and faan

over 509 for the startup. “Cus-
tomers rely heavily on astr
bt o e s e

No surge in
airfares this
holiday season

IF YOU HAVE not
booked flights for the
upcoming peak holiday
season around Christ-
mas and New Yearyet, it would bea
good time to do it now. Airfares on
popular holiday routes this year
have not seen the usual surge tall
o, reparts Swaraj Baggonkar.

to tour . the

commodity p

Continued on Page S

their . i . and d
ot it i dates, 7 sts o puj

crease in um festive period. Launched in
e asage” Mecna Kapoor, artup offers services

founder and managing director,
secing 3 20-25%
case in new users, over 209%

Capex target of
Centre may fall
short by T50K cr

WITH THE GENERAL
election-induced slow-
down an asset-creating

ding continuing to

against the target of T11.11 lakh
crore, reports Prasanta Sahu In
the first five manths ufn 25, the

= as - puya and e-darshan by
ngwith more than 300 reg.
Trtered tormples.

Continued on Page S

MD: HDFC Bank

stares at slower

credit growth
HDFC BANK'S CREDIT

B rowsh is expected tobe
slower than the banking
Socorgrowth rate in the

cumrrent fnancial yeas, it MD 2
har Jagdishan sasd

CEO Sashid]
ing an
St

Tikely
ith the baniing sys

pushes the fare up by at least
309%. mPages

Canada fund drops plan
to sell IndoSpace JV stake

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, October 20

CPP INVESTMENTS (CPPIB), Camada’s
largest pension fund manages, has dropp:
its plans to sell stake in IndoSpace Core, its
equal joint venture with IndoSpace, a devel

52 -focused Everstone Capital and US-hased
Reatecrmm: e in the know =aid.

CPPIB did not get the desired valuation
from bidders, sources said. “Also, not many in

pension fnd CD)
CPPIB: S0% stake in IndoSpace Core.

al was ex; o be arcund $700

million (£5,510 cbre) and CPPIB had grven

the mandate to Morgan Stanley to run the

sale the portio

DEAL UNDONE

S ik et
worth arcund

$7OO mn

focus on acquiring and developing modern
logistics facilities in the country. CPPIB ini
tially committed about $500 million in the
venture. IndoSpace Core has 17 industrial
pas o ucder 22 pacial

s irmtiaiect meicd CETTN soim exities

Wh. he CPPIB
dediined to comment on the mat:
IndoSpace Core was formed in 2017 to

purpo: ). acros: :
ots of Bengatars, Claanai, Hydesabad,
NCR,and Pu

Continued on Page S

YOUTH HESITANT TO TAKE UP CONSTRUCTION JOBS
L&T’s free skill training offer for
blue-collar workers goes abegging

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, October 20

CONSTRUCTION MAJOR LAR:

RSEN &
Toubro (L&T), which had earlics talked

REALITY CHECK

mLET faces shortage of

25,000-30,000

about an acute £
illed blue-collar workers
ting project implementation

has since embarked on a plan to address

st it

e
20,000 engineers

e,

the issue on its own train- i
ing to willing persons However, even this Z9 lakh crore

s towork beyonda point.with  for this financial year
Stieast ome. fifth af seats tying v

L&T intends to give frec training to  WLAT runs nine construction

15,08 skills o
their o skills The
i Funded ou

eepomsibitity (5

I Jane, IAT g chaztrran SN Sub
rahmanyan said that the firm was faced
with a shostage of over 25,000-30,000

0,000
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continues to be serious.

struction-sste work & a reflection
its ' 5

overseas sites — the manpower challenge

The lack of encugh demand for con
s of the low

= These
institutes
currently train
about 12,000
youth every year
as against total
<capacity of
15,000

= The company
spends about
265 crore every
year on

Inentun

lem isabous

ation Anupsahz, Bead(corporate.
and special instiatives), LAT, told FE. Scene
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‘Everyone knew’: Sakshi Malik opens
up about sex harassment in memoir

Details 2012
Episode With
BBSS In Almaty

Himanshi.Dhawan
@timesofindia.com

finding me, writes re-

tired wrestler Sakshi
Malik in her memoir, ‘Wit-
ness’. It found her at age 19
when fresh from winning
gold at 2012 Asian Junior
Championship at Kazakh-
stan’s Almaty, Malik faced
what she describes as one
of the most traumatic
experiences of her life.

In the autobiography, Ma-
lik, whobecame the first Indi-
an women wrestler to win a
bronze at Rio Olympics,
writes that she was taken to
wrestling federation chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh’s
hotel room after her win on

= lﬁ*rouble had a way of

pretext of speaking to her
parents from Singh’s mobile.
She alleges, “Singh connect-
ed me to my parents. It
seemed harmless. When I
spoke to them telling them
about my match and my med-
al, I remember thinking that
perhaps nothing unsavoury
might happen after all. But
right after I ended the call, he
tried tomolest me whileI was
seated on his bed. I pushed
him off and started tocry.”
She alleges, “He stepped
back after that. I think he real-
ised that I wasn’t going to go
along with what he wanted. He
started saying that he had put
his arms around me ‘papa
jaise’ (as a father would). But I
knew that was not what it was.
I ran out of his room all the
way back tomine, weeping.”
Malik and five other wom-
en wrestlers had staged a pro-
test at Jantar Mantar in Jan
2023 accusing Singh of multi-
ple incidents of sexual harass-
ment. The wrestlers filed FIRs

Malik says fear & anxiety affected
her performance at Junior World
Championships a few months later

and in May this year, a Delhi
court framed charges of sex-
ual harassment, intimidation
and outraging the modesty of
women against Singh who is
ex-Wrestling Federation of In-
dia (WFI) chief and six-time
Lok Sabha MP. Singh has pre-
viously denied these allega-
tions terming them a political
conspiracy against him. He
has pleaded not guilty to the
chargesincourt. Singhdid not
respond to multiple calls and

messages asking for a re-
sponse to Malik’s charges.

In the memoir written
with Jonathan Selvaraj, Ma-
lik says Singh made repeated
calls urging her to “stay in his
favour”, offering facilities like
protein supplements. Malik
writes that she shared infor-
mation about the Almaty inci-
dent with her camp roommate
Anita Sheoran and her moth-
er. “Although I didn’t intend to
spread the story, it did. Every-
one knew what happened with
me at Almaty. No one spoke
out about it. Neither did .”

Malik says fear and anxie-
ty affected her performance
at 2012 Junior World Cham-
pionships a few months later
where she was a favourite af-
ter winning a bronze in the
previous edition. She ended
up in 17th place. This was not
the only occasion when Malik
had to face sexual harass-
ment, she says. She was as-
saulted by a tuition teacher
when she went to his home to

study. “I had been molested in
my childhood too, but for a
long time I could not tell my
family about it as I thought it
was my fault. My tuition
teacher used to harass me. He
would callmeovertohisplace
for classes at odd times and
sometimestriedtotouchme.l
was scared to go for my tui-
tion classes but I could never
tell my mom. This continued
for a long time and 1 kept
quiet about it,” she writes.
Malik finally opened up to
her mother who was support-
ive of her. “My mother sup-
ported me not just during the
incident with the tuition
teacher but also when Singh
started pursuing me. | tried
to forget about what had hap-
pened at Almaty That's
what my parents advised me
to do too. They told me to fo-
cus on my training and com-
petition. It doesn’t seem
like much today, but I was
grateful that  was allowed to
continuetotrain, at least.”




* In her memoir titled "Witness," retired wrestler Sakshi Malik reveals
an incident from 2012, when she was 19 and had just won a gold
medal at the Asian Junior Championship in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Malik
describes it as one of the most traumatic experiences of her life.
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* Accusations Against Brij Bhushan Singh | §T31¥0T g 9T 3y

* Malik writes that she was taken to the room of Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, the then chief of the Wrestling Federation of India. Under the
pretext of making a phone call, Singh allegedly tried to harass her.
Malik managed to leave the room and ran back, feeling shaken.
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« Reaction and Suppression of Incident | €T 9T YiaTehaT IR A

* Malik states that the harassment left her anxious and fearful, affecting her
performance in the Junior World Championships a few months later, where
she finished 17th. She revealed the incident only to her roommate and

mother at the time, but no one spoke out about it publicly.
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» Legal Proceedings Against Singh | 8 & T&«T® a?l?-lfﬁ CADEIR]]

* In 2023, Malik and other female wrestlers led a protest against Singh,
accusing him of sexual harassment. FIRs were filed, but Singh denied

the allegations, calling them politically motivated.
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* Past Harassment Experiences | q‘\ﬂ' B?Cﬂ's?-l' C 31@&3‘

* Malik also shares that she had faced harassment from her tuition
teacher during her childhood, but she kept quiet about it for a long
time, thinking it was her fault. Her mother supported her, advising
her to focus on her training despite these incidents.
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* Reflection on Harassment in Wrestling | ?Fﬁ H B?Cﬂ's?-l' 9T a9

* Malik reflects that sexual harassment in the wrestling world is not
uncommon. Her memoir highlights how this issue has been an
undercurrent, with many people aware of such incidents but choosing

to st ilent.
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India, China reach deal on easing LAC tensions

Both arrive at an i

erment on

Hing =

annc

NEW DELEHI

reached an agreement

lndla and China have
on the “patrofling ar-

says
other in a vartety of fo-
rums, and as a result of

discusstons, agree-

ments and resolution of all remaining friction points, says

Run-up to resolution

Theingisnand ch

o mititanes have been locked In the stand-off along the Line of Actual Control
dis 3rnMoUnCES that it has resched sgreements on patrolling snd other issues

Significantly, the Chi-
nese government did not
announce or comment on
the border agreement on
Monday.

Foreign Secretary: gone back to where the situation was in 2020,
comes a day before the BRICS summit which PM Modi and Chinese President Xi are scheduled to attend

lateral meetings, and we

nying tha
with the Chinese leader

angements~ and the reso- S —— eer among those.
lution of the military stand- Secraraey MlasiTy Asked about a possible nu. Mtect, wha Tras pre-
T

Control (LAC), the Union
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Monday. in a breakthrough
that offictals told The Hin-

matning
friction points of Demchok

r, Exter-

len
Misri came during
briefing on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Russia for the BRICS sum-

National Secunty

Qetobers Milltary commanders,
dipiomats meet at L.

urposes, Mr. Misri said
e two sides had ~reached
an agreement on the

that were being dis-

nel NDTV.

In the past, the govern-
ment has said that disen-
gagement would only con-
stitute the beginning and

1o China and fkely a I:gy

both parties dic ot reach ary | and Depsang. nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish- AC poines = firm a_meeting between  cent meetings that led to
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Riding the waves

Bre

storm: Fishermen off the Visakhapatnam coast on Monday. They have been asked Not 1o venture INo the sea since cyclonic storm
Dana i expected to make 2 landfall in Odisha on Thursday. '« RAJ [RELATED REPORT O PAGE €

Wangchuk
ends fast after
govt. agrees to
resume talks

Climate activist Sonam
others from
Ladakh ended their hun-

past four years to demand
for Leh and Kar-
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Atilitants who killed seven
civil

L
Manoj Sinha blamed Pakis-

12 Tifies lke INSAS were

fratech company, which is
gaged in tunnel work

Pl
their faith in democracy.
Mr. Sinha said securicy
cn @

™.
Official sources said I.he
targeted killings of non-lo-

nywereselonﬁleansun
day by the heavily armed

dakh, which otherwise re-
main5 cut off during peak

NIA begins probe into Kashmir attack; militants elusive

om
Safapora, Ganderbal: and

‘Laws for minority
institutions do not
breach secularismy’

octors” Front has dedded to vil
call off its hunger strike after & NEW DELE1 Krishnadas
meeting with Chief Minster NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday made a point that

the R.G. Kar Hospital rape and ger strike on Monday fol- | laws which regulate insin-
murder. » PAGE & an imvitation from | tions run by r
the Union Home Ministry | limguisti nunoﬂnes lor

Interest.

their students, especially
those in recognised madra-
sas, to regular schools. Pe-
ttioners claimed in the top
court that the verdict had

The Ministry has agreed | cannot be accused of
w convene a meeting of | breaching se young children who
the high-powered commit- The oral obse! come to madrasas.

BBEC film in Jan. tee led by Minister " of State £ Justice of India D.Y. They need a broad-
for Home Nityanand Rai | Chandrachud, head baséd education...

NEW DELHI on December 3. three-j nch, was DY, CHANDRACHUD

The Supreme Court on M Leh Apex Body. a civil | hearing a challenge to a de- it Jumtice of 1ok

pasted petitions challenging soclety organisation, has | cision of the

the Centre’s decision to black been protesting for the | High Court to strike down

the screening of a Botish the Uttar Board of tal interest. These are
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Fact foclf] offand the pl'ln
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Thows e ey ks Candler, wa scon track down Shahnawaz Dar, a resident  Ahmad Bhat. a driver fr

bled minorities to establish
and theis >

bal districe of jammu and  these elements and punish of Budgam district. ciple_of r
Kashmir are be them severely.” killing has left the family jagtar Singh. a labourer | Chiefjustice observed, tutions which were not en-
traced. A team of the Na- A statement anrlbunad s| = . “He was our L ) The CJ1 referred to tirely confined to teaching

o( 22 lakh will be provided
%o the injured.
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ful. The incident is a grim

e there in all States ﬁ-om
1 Na-

nority-ru: i inseiution.
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TRT

madrasas violated Ar-
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ce: peaceful elec-  nel project The tunnel is a key project Sinha announced State had a slate  cational institutions fully
tions in Jammu and d for military tran-  tion suggested that ot least an all-weather road rellel‘ of £6 lakh to the Kin to improve the excellence  funded by the State,

mir, and py is the compa-  between Srinagar and La- ex gratia mi The court would res-

ume the hearing on Octob-
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India, China reach deal on easing LAC tensions

Both arrive at an agreement on patrolling arrangements and resolution of all remaining friction points, says Foreign Secretary; gone back to where the situation was in 2020,

disengagement process completed, says Jaishankar; announcement comes a day before the BRICS summit which PM Modi and Chinese President Xi are scheduled to attend

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and China have
l reached an agreement

on the “patrolling ar-
rangements” and the reso-
lution of the military stand-
off at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), the Union
government announced on
Monday, in a breakthrough
that officials told The Hin-
du include the remaining
friction points of Demchok
and Depsang.

The announcement by
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri came during a press
briefing on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Russia for the BRICS sum-
mit on Tuesday. Chinese
President Xi Jinping is
scheduled to attend the
event.

“Over the last several
weeks, Indian and Chinese
diplomatic and military ne-
gotiators have been in
close contact with each

other in a variety of fo-
rums, and as a result of
these discussions, agree-
ment has been arrived at
on patrolling arrange-
ments along the LAC in the
India-China border areas,
leading to disengagement
and a resolution of the is-
sues that had arisen in
these areas in 2020,” Mr.
Misri said, adding that the
two sides would now take
the “next steps” on this.

A few hours later, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar confirmed the im-
portance of the agreement
on patrolling, which had
come to a stop in 2020, af-
ter which the two sides ac-
cepted “buffer zones” in
some areas of dispute that
denied the militaries their
normal patrolling routes.

While the External Af-
fairs Ministry did not give
further details of the agree-
ment, and whether the
“buffer zones” would con-
tinue to exist for patrolling

Run-up to resolution

The Indian and Chinese militaries have been locked in the stand-off along the Line of Actual Control
since May 2020. India announced that it has reached agreements on patrolling and other issues

June-July 2024: Minister

Jaishankar meets Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Almaty, Vientiane

July-August: Working mechanism

of diplomats, military holds
meetings in Delhi, Beijing

%
N

September: National Security

Adviser Ajit Doval meets Wang Yi in

Major headway:
Foreign
Secretary Vikram
Misri made the
announcement
on the
breakthrough
during a press
briefing on PM

!

-
StPEtEshUE Narendra Modi’s
October: Military commanders, ) visit to Russia
diplomats meet at LAC points \ l on Tuesday. PTI
" I
purposes, Mr. Misri said nel NDTV. nouncement, just a day be-

the two sides had “reached
an agreement on the issues
that were being dis-
cussed”.

“With that we have gone
back to where the situation
was in 2020. With that we
can say the disengagement
process with China has
been completed,” Mr.
Jaishankar said in an inter-
view to the television chan-

In the past, the govern-
ment has said that disen-
gagement would only con-
stitute the beginning and
that normalcy at the LAC
would only follow after
“deinduction and demobil-
isation” of troops that Chi-
na had amassed at the
LAC, leading to counter-
deployments by India.

The timing of the an-

fore the BRICS summit, in-
dicates that a meeting
between Mr. Modi and Mr.
Xi, which has been specu-
lated about, is now more
likely to take place.

Although the two lead-
ers met as many as 18 times
between 2014 and 2020,
they have spoken publicly
only twice since the clash-
es in the Galwan Valley.

Significantly, the Chi-
nese government did not
announce or comment on
the border agreement on
Monday.

Possible meeting

Asked about a possible
meeting between the lead-
ers, Chinese Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs spokesperson
Lin Jian said they would in-
form “if anything comes
up”.

Mr. Misri did not con-
firm a meeting between
the leaders either, but said
the government was dis-
cussing a number of bilat-
eral meetings in Kazan,the
venue of the BRICS
summit.

“[BRICS] is a multilater-
al event, though, of course,
there is always a provision
for bilateral meetings on
the sidelines. We are cur-
rently looking into the ov-
erall programme of the
Prime Minister. There are a
number of requests for bi-

lateral meetings, and we
will update you on the bi-
laterals as they evolve,” the
Foreign Secretary said, not
denying that a meeting
with the Chinese leader
was among those.

Mr. Misri, who was pre-
viously India’s Ambassador
to China and likely a key
part of the recent negotia-
tions, did not give further
details of the agreement
between two sides.

He referred to the re-
cent meetings that led to
the breakthrough, includ-
ing two meetings between
Mr. Jaishankar and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
in June-July, two meetings
of the WMCC mechanism
of diplomatic and military
officials in July-August, fol-
lowed by a meeting in Sep-
tember between National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and Mr. Wang.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 4



* Agreement on Patrolling Arrangements | I1d $T SgIEAT W 'GITIEﬁT-lT

* India and China have reached an agreement on the "patrolling arrangements" and the
resolution of the military standoff at the Line of Actual Control (LAC). This includes
rESO|VI3§;he remaining friction points at Demchok and D
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* Disengagement from Buffer Zones | %Y 3f|7-l' q AT AGL

* According to Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, the disengagement process has been
completed, restoring the situation to what it was in 2020. The two sides will now take

further steps to ease tensions.
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* Talks and Diplomatic Efforts | ardT 3R ;\R?ﬂﬁﬁ? 9q1H

* The breakthrough comes after diplomatic and military negotiations between the two
nations over the past year. Meetings between External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi were significant in resolving the issues.
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* BRICS Summit and Possible Modi-Xi Meeting | fard @y gFAad 3w Ad-a i
gHIfad 5%
 The announcement comes a day before the BRICS summit in Russia, where Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping are expected to attend. There is
speculation about a gossible bilateral meeting between the two leaders.
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1.Resolution of Issues at the LAC | TATHT IT ﬂ?\?\’f bl HATHTA

1. The agreement aims to address the issues at the LAC that led to the standoff in
2020, with both sides resuming normal patrolling in the previously disputed buffer
zones.
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| Sr— News / India / Satellite pics show new Chinese settlement under construction near Pangong Lake

Satellite pics show new Chinese settlement
under construction near Pangong Lake

Edition o IN v

Satellite imagery accessed by India Today shows significant Chinese construction
activity, 38 km from the 2020 standoff point, raising fresh concerns over border
A Home infrastructure.
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In Short

 Chinese construction includes over 100 buildings, possibly for military use
e Settlementis 38 km from 2020 standoff point between India-China

» Strategic location behind peaks limits visibility, may serve as forward base

As India and China continue diplomatic efforts to ease tensions along the

border, recent satellite imagery reviewed by India Today reveals the ongoing
construction of a large Chinese settlement near the north bank of Pangong Tso
Lake.

The settlement is located approximately 38 kilometres east of one of the 2020
standoff points between Indian and Chinese forces, though it lies outside
India's territorial claims. Pangong Tso, the world’s highest saltwater lake, straddles
India, China-administered Tibet, and the disputed border between them.
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Wangchuk ends fast
after Centre agrees
to resume dialogue

NEW DELHI

Climate _activist

Body, is of
committee, said, ~We are
not by m the
four-point

agenda. The
will be held only
Sround the four polatss
LAB, a civil soclety
organisation along with
the 1 Ak

Comate activizt Sonam
Wangchuk breaks his hurger
strke on M.

CariEal g

cordiality and good faith_

y main role was to facili-
tate these 2 1do
not have to sit on a -
strike again” Mr. Wang-
chuk said after breaking
the fast.

Hance, has been protesting
for the past four

P he Constirumon (eibal
status for Ladakh), em-
ployment  opportunities
for local people and a Ra-
Jjya Sabha sear and a Lok
Sabha seat each for the Leh

tary, Home Ministry, hand-
ed 3 letter to me which says
talks between apex bodies
of Leh and Kargil with the

Tsering Tanba (53), who
retired from the Army in
January, said he had been
part of the climate march
that started on September
1 from Leh and was among
150 people who were de-
tained by the police as the

clers in my 22 years of ser-
vice in Ladakh. My motiva-

tion to be part of the march
and unger strike was

LAC buffer zones may gos;
no clarity on de-escalation

Demchok

ted

where India and China have

All)epbm“_(hm(nx:pbhmeheenbbdunglmﬂanp.lmi from going beyond the Y-junction

and China towards

disengagement in_eastern

Ladakh comes after two

years of stalemate over two

remaining friction points,
Demchok.

Jaishankar confirmed this,
saying the understanding
is that “we will be able to
do_ paimolling which
were doing wll

Resuntpdon o ¥ patroll-
ing as it was in 2020 means
that the buffer zones set up

fthe disen-

done earlier, a
source in the know said ad-
ding that a frequ

Mr. Tanba, former
dar.

will allow the patrolling....
Depsang, that is not the on-

Puitting out: Since the Corps commander- fevel talks in 2020, che

two sides have

y place, there are other
Ihnl we will he

re the
Earlier in d he day. Fo-
Vikram

Teign etary
I smidh e o cown
tries had reached an agree-
ment for patrolling arran-
leading  to
disengagement and resolu-
tion of the issues that had
arisen in these areas in
2020.

ooy
T o the siant ot
began.

Demchok is one of the

set up tents on the Indian

side of Charding Nala in
2017 and ks ex-

which lies before the LAC.
dia last accessed

banner drill when patrols
come face to face as a way
to prevent their escalation
which involves both sides

ng lhe Initial phases of dis-
engagement following
e Clath ot Catwen T
June 2020, the first step is
disengagement an
friction areas, working out
new patrolling norms and
then de-

ded as the stand-off un-

caused a stalemate in the
call

Patrols blocked
At Depsang plains, Chinese
troops have been blocking:
Indian patrols for some
time from going bevond

Patrolling Points (PP) 10, 11,
11A, 12 and 13 located on
the Limit of Patrolling,

s
Galwan after the wviolent
clash in june 2020, from
the North and South Banks

in August
PPIS in Septem-

The last disengagement,
from PP1S, followed the
16th round of Corps Com-
mander-level talks on July
17, 2022,

PM’s 2020 remarks
weakened India’s
position: Congress

NEW DELHI
Hours after the External Af-
£al announced a
breakthrough in the disen-

that has been agreed upon
with China. The Foreign

20 remarks “wea-
ken, Indias position
immeasurably™

op n party at

these past four-and-a-half

meeting after the Galwan

At the meeting, Mr. Mo-
sald that neither had

ai x
anyone taken control over
any Indian post nor had
anyone remained Inside
the Indian © -

~We await the details
about the arrangement

e it doesnt al-
low the PLA [People’s Lib-
er: my] access to

lam after 2017 where the
PLA permanent
presence in the area. Un-
less full details are e
ble, it is hard 1o be
ce of the outcome.™
*Manipur awaits'
In a separate post, Mr. Ra-
mesh also took a swipe at
the Prime Minister a day
before he leaves for the
ERICS stimmic i fusste:
~Kazan certainly
bec.\rons but sadly Manipur
still aw:

restore peace and normal-
cy there.

Bengal doctors call off fast
after meetlng with Mamata

Kolkata sinc s ov-
er the R.G. Kar Hospital
rape and murder.

More than half a dozen
of the doctors had to be
hospi after their
health deteriorated. The
development assumes sig-

witl strike and
e ex 1iaes {Hlaraialons B
ble

he parents of the vic-

cided to drop our plans to
cease all medical services
rom tomorrow, Octol

h
to set up a task force by
March

The doctors” two-hour
discussion with the Chief
Ministerwas live
from the Secretariat. Chief
Secretary Manoj Pant had
asked for only 10 doctors
be present, but 17 part-
cipated. Multiple ocher sta-
keholders were also pre-
sent ar the mee:

Himachal mosque
row: demolition of
three storeys starts

Saoaca

The demolition of three

to the Board which gave

the . he said
According to the MC
Court order, the Waqf
Board and the president of
ittee

mosque comumi
T 10 daotiss e e

ant-
T e WaqF Basrs the
president of the mosque’s
nunagtng committee, Mu-
hammad Latif, said.

started

the removal of the

roof amid tight police se-
, Mr. Latif sasd.

“The Board has granted

the permission and

The
with

directing the Wagqf Board
and president of Sanjauli
Mosque Commitiee to de-
molish three storeys of the
disputed structure, the
same was communicated

SC dismiisses Kejriwal’s plea
challenging defamation case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on

portion of the | lenging a defamation case

mosque in two months at | registered against him for

their own cost. “Funding is comments Prime

e main e 25 meitner | Minieer Harendrs Modis
the public nor the govern- qualification.
ene would give money to | A Bench headed by Jus-

vy said it

and the mosque commit-

tee bear the expens-
es from its limited resourc-
es, Mr.

had refused to emerum an

Arvnd Kejrwal

court in his €avour.
the hearing, Mr.
l(gjrlwal‘s counsel, senior
advocate A.M. Singhvi,
said the defamation com-
plaint did not sartisfy the

maintain peace. He said

people of all religions live

here with respect and have

lhe ngtu to work in Hima-
desh.

. cannot now
take a different approach

with the former Chief Mi-
nister. ~We should be con-
Justice Roy

“The court. however, did
not look into the merits of
the case and kepe all the
contentions open for Mr.

Kelrtwal to raise i the trial

¥
under Section 199 of the
Code of Criminal Proce-

noe
Sefamation compiatnt. It
jas fled by he Gujarat Un-
Iversity Registras

er. Singhvi said the re-
marks attributed to him
were considered part of
the “public _discourse”.
“Otherwise where is Arti-

cle 190)(a),” he asked.
Solicitor-General Tush-

ar Mehta, appearing for

the unives said the cer-

voice and loud manner..~
“But  not i
bly..~ Mehta
inty
Mr. Singhvi sal

guments against e dota:
reasona-

case were
ble and the other party
had adopted 2

horse~ attitude..

The court made it clear
thar it was dismissing the
pecition merely on the fact
that it had & a consis-

tent approach In the case.

HC takes suo motu
notice of alleged
murder of woman

CHENNAL

The Madras High Court on

irst
Chlzf]us(lce X Shriram
d Justice S d\llhlrnax

Dakshana Murthy sald the
couple, Naresh and N. Ka-
makshi, were residing in
Chennal with their five-
year-old child and an eight-
month-old infant.

were refusing to register a
First Information Report
(FIR). and that no post-
mortem examination had

so far.
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Secularism is a core

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on

the word “fraternicy- used

dis-

tioners that the
“soctalism~  would
curtail personal liberty

part of the Basic Structu
the tution. 1f one
Tooks right to equality and

there should be equality of
opportunicy the
wealth of the country

should be distributed
equally” Justice
remarked.

part of the Constitution: SC

amended In December
1976 by the Indira Gandhi

had held that the Preamble
was an integral part of the
c d was sub-

~ was re-

tegrity™ or their i
in the Constitution but
against the &
these into
Preamble in 1976 and that
« a retrosp er
fect from November 26,
1949.

The Preamble was

an
Ject to the amending pow-
er of Parliament, provided
e Basic Structure was not
tnkered with.
e Sriram Parak-
kat, appearing for CPI lead.
er Binoy Vi

Police suspect
Khalistani link
to Delhi blast

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police suspect a

The police have written to
messaging app Telegram
for d of & group that

etails
claimed responsibility for
the explosion. sources sald

on Monday.
“The police have writ-
or details




Secularism is a core part of the Constitution: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said secularism is
an indelible and core part
of the Basic Structure of
the Constitution.

The court made the oral
observation while hearing
a batch of petitions filed by
former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Subramanian Swamy
and others challenging the
inclusion of the words “so-
cialist” and “secular” in
the Preamble to the
Constitution.

“This court has in a
number of judgments held
that secularism was always
part of the Basic Structure
of the Constitution. If one
looks right to equality and

the word ‘fraternity’ used
in the Constitution, there is
a clear indication that sec-
ularism has been held as
the core feature of the Con-
stitution,” a Bench of Jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna and
Sanjay Kumar said.

Justice Khanna dis-
agreed with the argument
of the petitioners that the

term “socialism” would
curtail personal liberty
and individualism.

“One should not take
the meaning adopted in
Western countries... So-
cialism can also mean that
there should be equality of
opportunity and the
wealth of the country
should be distributed
equally,” Justice Khanna
remarked.

Advocate Ashwini Upad-
hyay, a petitioner, said he
was not against the words
“socialist, secular, and in-
tegrity” or their insertion
in the Constitution but
against the insertion of

these words into the
Preamble in 1976 and that
too with a retrospective ef-
fect from November 26,
1949.

The Preamble was

amended in December
1976 by the Indira Gandhi
government to introduce
the words “socialist” and
“secular”. The phrase “un-
ity of the nation” was re-
placed with “unity and in-
tegrity of the nation”. The
changes were made in the
Preamble through the
42nd Constitution Amend-
ment during the
Emergency.

Originally, the text of the
Preamble declared India as
a “sovereign, democratic
republic”. The words “so-
cialist” and “secular” were
inserted between “sove-
reign” and “democratic”.

The largest Bench in the
history of the Supreme
Court (13 judges) in the Ke-
savananda Bharati case

had held that the Preamble
was an integral part of the
Constitution, and was sub-
ject to the amending pow-
er of Parliament, provided
the Basic Structure was not
tinkered with.

Advocate Sriram Parak-
kat, appearing for CPI lead-
er Binoy Viswam, said the
42nd amendment was in-
deed “infamous”. It had af-
ter all tried to reduce the
power of the Supreme
Court and the High Courts.
“While subsequent
amendments more or less
restored the Constitution
to what it was pre-1976,
this change was made in
the Preamble... that we are
secular and socialist... was
retained,” Mr. Parakkat
submitted.



» Supreme Court’s Statement | HaTd «ATATAT HT TITeT

* The Supreme Court emphasized that secularism is an essential and
indelible part of the Basic Structure of the Indian Constitution. The court
made this oral observation while hearing petitions challenging the
inclusion of the words “socialist” and “secular” in the Preamble of the

Constitution.
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* Justice Khanna’s Remarks | Hlﬂm;ﬁ Yool 1 fecaoft

* Justice Sanjiv Khanna noted that secularism has always been a part of the Basic Structure
of the Constitution. He agreed that the word “socialism” should not limit personal liberty
or individualism, emphasizing the equality of opportunity and wealth distribution.
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* Challenge by Subramanian Swamy | JaATgH TarH GdT ﬂﬁ?ﬁ

* The petitioners, including former Rajya Sabha member Subramanian Swamy, argued that
the insertion of the words “socialist” and “secular” in the Preamble through the 42nd
Amendment during the Emergency in 1976 was problematic. The petitioners argued it
curtailed personal liberty and individualism.
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* Preamble and Amendments | 9¥dTdeAT 3T g

* The original Preamble declared India as a "sovereign, democratic republic," and later, the
words “socialist” and “secular” were inserted between “sovereign” and “democratic” by
the 42nd Amendment. The court maintained that these amendments did not alter the
Basic Structure of the Constitution.
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* Infamous Amendment | SqTH AT

* Advocate Sriram Parakkat, representing CPI leader Binoy Viswam, remarked that the
42nd Amendment was infamous for trying to reduce the power of the Supreme Court
and High Courts. He added that the Amendment retained the statement that India is

“secular and socialist.”
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Gist of 42" amendment, 1976

Added three new words i.e., socialist, secular and integrity in the Preamble.

Added Fundamental Duties by the citizens (new Part IV A).

Made the president bound by the advice of the cabinet.

Provided for administrative tribunals and tribunals for other matters (Added Part XIV
A).

Froze the seats in the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies on the basis of 1971
census till 2001 - Population Controlling Measure

Made the constitutional amendments beyond judicial scrutiny.

Curtailed the power of judicial review and writ jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and
high courts.

Raised the tenure of Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies from 5 to 6 years.
Provided that DPSP overrides Fundamental Rights.

Added three new Directive Principles — Article 39 and 39A, 43A and 48A.

Facilitated the proclamation of national emergency in a part of the territory of India.
Extended the one-time duration of the President’s rule in a state from 6 months to one
year.

Empowered the Centre to deploy its armed forces in any state to deal with a grave
situation of law and order.

Shifted five subjects from the state list to the concurrent list, viz, education, forests,
protection of wild animals and birds, weights and measures and administration of
justice, constitution and organisation of all courts except the Supreme Court and the
high courts.

Provided for the creation of the All-India Judicial Service.
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HKYIV
Austin announces $400 million in
military aid during Ukraine visit

~
U.S. Defiersce Secretary Lioyd

LONDON

Yulia Navalnava says she hopes to

Ausstin announced details of 2 $400

milion sid package for Ulraine durng 3 Wit to Kyhe. Austin amhed

2= Uk Presicert
allies to lift 4

ped his Western
ns and as he

of
pressed for an immediate evbeaion 5o join NATO. arr

return to Russia and run for office

ﬂLINTON
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[
Yuia Navalnaya, the widow of late Russian opposition leader Alexes

Navalry, wi
Viadirmr Pu

= no lony

return to Russia and run for poltical office once
.. =he told the BEC.

introduces

India’s UPI

payvment service to boost economy

-~
Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu has taken ™
t0 introchuce India's Unified Payments Intertace (UPT) In the

S L L
TradeNet Maldinres

er
whase husband died i 2n Arctic priscn in unclear in
February, 3450 wowed 1o keep Up her husband’s work. A

Corporation Limited 26 it -eam agency. P

Gulen dies in exile in the US.

~

Muslim cleric Fethuliah Gulen, who was accused by Turkiye of
organising a failed 2016 coup, has dked In exile in the United States

s movement said o

n Monda:

» Gulen, who had lived in the

United States since 1999, was ance » close ally of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan before the two became bitter enemwes. A=

Gaza hospitals
under fire as
Israel steps

up attacks

israeli forces besteged hos-
pitals and shelters for dis-
placed people in the north-
ern Gaza Strip on Monday
as they stepped up their
operations againss Palesti-
nian

Israel bombs institution accused
of fundlng Hezbollah S operatlons

fve years

BEIRUT

srael conducted air
strikes hitting a Leba-
nese association
linked © us-

and medics sald.
The UN Palestinian refu-
gee agency said Israell
authorities were prevent-
tons.

ing it on uonday of financ.
ing the group's wea 5
22 b axpasaded tha ecope oF
its raids beyond military

tar,
in southern Lebanon,
isracli strikes hit al-Qard
n the

from reaching areas in the
north of the enclave with
critical

medicine

and food.

Medics at the Indone-
sian Hospital said Israeli
troops stormed a 1
and detained the men be-
fore setting it ablaze. The

e reached hospital gen
erators caused a pow-
er outage.

-:mes of Nabatiyeh and

Tyre ov
to the official National
News Agency. The Israeli
military also said it struck
abowut 300 Hezbollah tar-
gets in Lebanon owver the
past 24 hours. This includ-

a Hezbollah bunker

Latest ploy: Documents of at-Qard

Haszan lie scattered on

Monday at the site of an ovemight Israell arstrike in Berut. x>

holding tens of millions of
dollars worth of cash and
sold

On Monday, the Istaeli
military said it had con-
ducted a series of strikes

against “dozens of facilities

S s t in Lebanon where banking
ago.atrlkrb mark an expansion of Israel's war as it seek.s to degrade the militia’s ability to fund upemnon.s

The strikes mark an ex-
pansion of Israel's nearly
month-| war with Hez-
bollah, as it seeks to de-
grade the group’s ability to
fund operations.

Ways of support
Israel accuses al-Qard Al-
Hassan of funding “Hez-
bollah's terror activities™,
including the purchase of
weapons and payments to
militants.

Hezbollah built ks loyal
support base in Shia M
lion areas of Lebanon by
providing protection,
health. education and fi-
nancial services in a state

firm offering micro-credit
in a country where the tra-

nomic crisss.
It &s sanct by the
uU.s.. which accuses Hez-
a cover

cess to the international fi-
nancial system.

Southern suburbs
©On Sunday, 11 strikes hit

Other strikes hit al-Qard

Jong by

S 2t e uaption.
Al-Qard Al-Has: is

Hezbollah linked financial

1 in Le-
banon’s eastern Bekaa Val-
ley and in the country’s
south.

U.S., Canada ships sail
through Taiwan Strait
after China’s war drills

TAwEL

and Canadian war-

Ships e through the

Taiwan Strait on Sunday,

almost a week after China
war

held massive games
around Talwan, which
Beijing claims as its own

territory.
The destroyer USS Hig-

the Taiwan Strait meant to

uphold the principle of
freedom of navigation for
all (uunn’i

The
ally joined by SHipe fromm Al
Hed 13

Taiwan. Germany sent two
w through the Strait
last month to increase its
defence

In mega tourism event, Saudi Arabia
celebrates Indian diversity, pluralism

RIVADH

The celebration was
and

Saudi Arabia a

forenight-long
of Indian culture as part of
the annual Riyadh Season

Asia-Pacific region.

China condemned the
Joint U.S.-Canada
maneuver.

The celebration of In-
dia’s diversity and plural-
ism was marked by musi-
cal evenings, outdoor

culinary events, and visits
by Indian performers and

expe-
rience”. The festival organ-

ised at the Suwaidi Park
was _attended by large
number of visitors. Saudi
Arabta at present
around

hosts

workers

tee of the Saudi gowern-

ment. The umderlying
theme of this year's Riyadh
Season was the pace of so-
clal and cultural changes
that veeping S:
Ammbian wadkios bound

The change in the Saudi

of the sa sovernment
for the Riyadh
festivai)

1 love salt!: Trump
serves french fries
at McDonald’s

Mew role: Donald Trump, left, uses a frier a3 3n employes locks on
during a visit to 2 McDonsid's store in Pennsylvania on Sunday. AP

LANCASTER

Republican fast food en-

white shirt and red te to
serve french fries at a
McDonald's restaurant in

nice, you never touch
asd.

‘em.” he s:

P
finished up the campaign
stop meant to a

-class voters. ~ ll re-
quires expertise. I'm going
through the french fry
st

“1 don"t mind this job.”
at one

intended as a jab at oppo-
nes is, who

franchise in  her
Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly said that Ms. Harris
never worked at a McDo-
nald’s while in college, an
experience she has spoken
aboul on the campatgn.
rters and aides

asking If customers ever

-1 salt’” he ex-
claimed, also throwi
some over his shoulder on-

nent Ms. Harris's 60th
birthday, M
d  her a “happy

the fries with his
“It's clean, its really

“Maybe I'll get her some

A large crowd lined the
street outside the restau-
rant I Feasterville Tre-
which is

ng
voter area north of Phila-

‘Indian Americans can be the margin of victory in key States in U.S’

Sriram Lakshman

‘Kamala Harris has a very dee
experience that you cannot replicate just through

n to India,

her

the country

From that

TERVEEW dissatisfied with but unfortunately, we have
S Trump, moderates and a system with the Electoral
if she is College where it comes
Pramila elected President? down to a few key States,
= 1ndi. Americans can
Javapal 1 think she is already doing  be the margin of victory in
an almost  so many of these States.
ﬂawless :arnpalgn She has
remar| e  Whatis your message to
he Hindu had a  for everyonetn w  Arab
T pullaside  inter- have opportunities. The of whom are concerned
view with Chennai thing ab(xj( her that is so about the position the
£ people
can see in her ha;
Pramila Jayapal, at a dias.  in different ways. If you are X the
. middl ISS, yOou can s conflict? Some sit

Questions have been edit-
ed for readability.

As the chair of the
Congressional

Progressive Caucus,
what do you think is
necessary for Kamala

Harris to

1f you worked at a McDo-
nald's, you can see yourself
in Kamala
If youre an Indian
can see

ris_ So 1 feel this is a really

important moment. Ob-
viously, it's close because
of the College.

bring together some’
Republicans who are
cae

The popular vote, we al-
ways win as Democrats,

may
at home di.e., not vote),
some may vote for the
Republican candidate
Donald Trump.

that don’t forges that Do-
nald Trump is the person
who actually empowered

«

1 share the of
Arab Americans. | have
been very

for a cease fire. 1 have
been very 1 the
need for us to use our lev-
erage. including by saying

to
expand settlements in the
West  Bank  Donald

to Is-

ald Trump

Trump’'s

rael (David Friedma), was
actually the person wi
had monetary mmterest in

military weapons to Israel
i it does not stop using

Under Donald Trump, the
(US)) Embassy was moved

is the one who established
2021 to denatural-
ise Ameri-
cans. Arab Americans,
Muslim  Americans,
need to think about how

we win this election for Ka-
mala Harris, and then we
can continue to work on
the policies that we need to
work on.

re
regard to Israel?

1don't know. 1 have spoken

to her directly about this. 1
sabd how Important it
is for us to enforce our

humanitarian laws.

Ms. Harris is more
progressive than U.S.
President Joe Biden. Mr.
Biden also says
nections
Ricl and contribute to
his relationships with
o

plying with international

. Sl
bringing a experience
that you cannot replicate
Just thros d-

is going to be very qualified

was from India: she still has family who live in India. she is tied to the culture. she understands it. she is bringing a lived
spective, she is going to be very qualified to build those relationships’

to build those relation-
ships. But also has
been the Vice President for
four years. She has tra-
yelled around the world,
She with world
leaders, and 1 think she has
been very involved in fo-

be
the United States,
to restore the res-
pect for the United States
on the global stage.
But dont rmgm that it's
the United States that = the
real power
Son who sits in the Oval OF-
fice wields the power of
the United States, and If we
. o

dignity, grace and skill.
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Muizzu introduces India’s UPI
payment service to boost economy

THE HINDU

Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu has taken “necessary steps”
to introduce India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in the
archipelago nation. Mr. Muizzu on Sunday set up a consortium to
introduce UPI in the country and appointed TradeNet Maldives
Corporation Limited as its leading agency. PTI



UPI GOES GLOBAL

UPI Adoption and Use Case

UK

To enhance
cross-border
payments
using UPI IDS

3

‘ NEPAL —
" A P2P, P2M, and
Ay payments made
for students, operational
tourists . BHUTAN
UAE— — s BHIM UPI QR-Dased
Cross-border payments enabled
UPI payments
enabled ';M
0
-~ MALAYSIA
(T,? ?:;?w To facilitate
st S U remitanceto
using RuPa; SINGAPORE -/ benefciary banks
cards and UPI PayNow imindia via Ut
integrated
with UPI for

cross-border
transactions

OTHER ASIAN
COUNTRIES

UPI QR payments
for countries like
Malaysia, Thailand,
Philippines,
Vietnam, Cambodia,
Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South Korea, and
Japan

OTHEREUROPEAN
COUNTRIES
Indian payment
channels to

be enabled in
Netherlands,
Belgium,
Luxembourg, and
Switzerland
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IN THE
NEWS

INDIA-CHINA PACT
ON PATROLLING
ALONG LAC
FOUR-AND-A-ha¥ years
i aker Chinese incursicns
in eastern Ladakh trig
'y cred 2 milkary standolf
=" along the Line of Actual
Control and semt bilateral ties
southy incka & China have reached
on patroling arra-
ngmm n border areas. BP7

RBI PAPER: GROWTH
OUTLOOK BACKED BY
DOMESTIC ENGINES
THE AGGREGATE DEMAND is
poised to shrug off the tempo-
rary siowdown in momenturn n
the second quarter of FY25, as
festival demand picks up pace
and consurner confidence
improves, RBI's October bulletin
said on Monday. mP2

FINANCIAL BIDS
FOR IDBI BANK
LIKELY IN Q&

THE FINANCIAL BIDS
for strategic sale of IDBI
Bank are expected in
Qa4 of the current fiscal,
sources said, adding that the
dsimvestment process s maving
phase-wise and is on track,
reports Prasanta mracez

CEXPLAINE

How SOP can help get
better trade terms
W PAGES

AMID RISING INVESTOR INTEREST IN CHINA

India-focused funds see

Avg weekly flows at
$138 mn, less than
half of last 2 months

VIVEK KUMAR M
Mumbai, October 21

INVESTORS SHIFTING
their focus to China, the mamen-
tum of flows into India-focused
offshore funds has taken a sharp
hit  this month. Besides,
weak domestic earnings growth
also led global investors to
rethink their short-term fund
depioyment strategy.

Theaverage weekly inflows into
these funds in October have been
$138 million, less than half of the
$300 million per week seen in the

data from Elara r_‘p.uL
“The momentum of flows into

India-dedicated funds (lowasa%

of free float market cap) has

down for the first time since 2022.

UltraTech net profit down
36%, misses estimates

ADITYA BIRLA GROUP firm UltraTech Cement on
Monday missed Street estimates on all the key fronts
during the July September quarter,

duc to

because of a slowdown in dema;
so0n and project delays which luk
reports Urvi Malvania. The

'pa.n,’inelpni'lleﬂ

inflows dip in October

TRICKLING DOWN

Flonws into Indiar
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offsror funds.
ek anded,
in 3 milion) §
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mMomentum of
fows mm inclia
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for the first
tme since 2022

Poonawalla’s
booster dose
for Dharma

SCRIPTINGA FORAY

Agreement values
Karan Johar’s firm
at ¥2,000 crore

This is after a crowded round of
inflows since January 20237 said

Tata Chem
soars as buzz
grows over
Tata Sons IPC

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, October 21

SHARES OF SOME Tata Grouj
_ Srpecially  Tat
ned on Monday a
apociation. eer tie: athag o
Tata Sons drove hopes of valu

unlocking for investors.

Tata Chemicals, which holds ;
3% stake in Tata Sons, was one o
the biggest gainers as it rose ove

it could be the bigges

Earlier estimates by brokerag:
firm Spark Capital showed thx

stake in
et Sont o atihi, et
19,850 crore or 80% of th
market vakue of the company.
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cheaper oy New Delhi, October 21

valuations further X
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e "ccee’:;;:"’;"‘ Adas Poonawalla will scquire a 50% mFilm production firm's total
d stake in Karan fohar’s Dharma Pro- reyenue phinged SO% from exercise if there is an 1PO.
S a D 3 3 TosscroceinFY23to
continued inflows into India ment for ¥1,000 crore. The deal crore inFY24
despite high 3 i by s ne Tata
However, over the last few 5 inhi SOUTHERN BONANZA

wedeks,. China . hay Y the film, i Top S Sept releases (box office; £ cr)
attzactive proposition for several o d distributs A,

global investors on the back of

22,000 crore. johar will retain the

by the government and refatively

For Serene, this deal offers a
a ¥20,000-crore

cheaper
to.

Sunil Jain,
Elara Capital, adding that e.\rll:r.

here were limited options for
thewe imvestors, whith led fa

opting for safer i

primarily oppor
e mos

partic-

wlarly India.
Continued on Page 7

Early-stage funding gap
fuels rise of micro VCs

lD\DING\'m'mR.ECAPrrAu\C

in
{2023; Statista) Indian film indus-
try,while Dharma Productions gets
crucial resources amid rising pro-
duction costs. Unconfirmed
reports earlier said that Johar was
in talks with Reliance and
Saregama for the stake sale_
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time Pandhu

“ndliahas seen exit/scaledownby

ing through a phase wherein it's a

winner-takes-all market, as large
budget 6l for §5-
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tionswas down 2.4% to T15,635 crore.mPage &
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We believe this deal is a longer-tecm
equity-led p.m.m—sh-p. Wherein
Dharma will continue to invest in

1=, given the capital
raise,"said Karan Taurani, sensorana.

lystat Elara Capital.

global studios in the film

content business in the past. The

Serene-Dharma deal might trigges
the entry of other

ates with deep pockets in the film
ndustry, Taurani ad

Dharma has had partnerships
with studios such as Disney and Zee
i the past to produce Hindi films.

Continued on Page 7

Tata Comn
also rose more than 396,

A report by MoneylLife on Fri
day,based on an RTI reply by th
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), saic
that Tata Sons never sought &

from the
listing requirement.
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Poonawalla’s
booster dose
for Dharma

Agreement values
Karan Johar’s firm
at 2,000 crore

ALOKANANDA CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, October 21

SERUM INSTITUTE OF India CEO
Adar Poonawalla will acquire a 50%
stake in Karan Johar’s Dharma Pro-
ductions and Dharmatic Entertain-
ment for 1,000 crore. The deal
clinched by Poonawalla’s Serene
Entertainmentin his personal capac-
ityvaluesthe filmand television pro-
ductionand distribution companyat
2,000 crore. Johar will retain the
ownership of the remaining 50%.

For Serene, this deal offers a
foothold in a <20,000-crore
(202 3; Statista) Indian film indus-
try,while Dharma Productions gets
crucial resources amid rising pro-
duction costs. Unconfirmed
reports earlier said that Johar was
in talks with Reliance and
Saregama for the stake sale.

“The Indian film industryis mov-
ing through a phase wherein it’s a
winner-takes-all market, as large
budget films account for 85-90% of
Hindiboxoffice in the post-Covid era.
We believe this deal is a longer-term
equity-led partnership, wherein
Dharma will continue to invest in
large budget films, given the capital
raise,’said Karan Taurani,seniorana-
lystat Elara Capital.

SCRIPTING AFORAY

n mSerum's Adar

Poonawalla to

pick up a 50%

stake in Karan
Johar's Dharma
Productions for

®Film production firm's total
revenue plunged 50% from
%1,044 crorein FY23 to
¥520.20 crore in FY24

SOUTHERN BONANZA

Top 5 Sept releases (box office; Z cr)

M
Kishkindha

A.R.
@ Kaandam

337
Devara
Part-1

The
Grs;’;ﬁSt Lubber
tirme Pandhu
“Indiahasseen exit/scale down by

multiple global studios in the film
content business in the past. The
Serene-Dharma deal might trigger
the entry of other large conglomer-
ates with deep pockets in the film
industry,”Tauraniadded.

Dharma has had partnerships
with studios such as Disney and Zee
in the past to produce Hindi films.

Continued on Page 7



Dharma Productions Pvt. Ltd.
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Trade name
Industry
Founded
Founder
Headquarters
Key people

Products

Owner

Subsidiaries

2DHARMA

',,,\\“ PRODUCTIONS

Dharma Productions
Entertainment

1979 in Mumbai, Maharashtra
Yash Johar

Mumbai, Maharashtra

Apoorva Mehta
Hiroo Yash Johar
Karan Johar

Film production

Film distribution
Television production
Streaming television
Music

Karan Johar (50%)
Serene Productions (50%)

Dharmatic Entertainment
Dharma 2.0

Dharma Cornerstone Agency
DharmaShow Live TV &
Movies






2nd Indian Lighthouse Festival



* The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, dedicated key
maritime projects to the nation during the 2nd Indian Lighthouse
Festival.

 About

 The new Kalwan reef Lighthouse Iin Gujarat as well as two
projects in Odisha were inaugurated.



* The festival is organised by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping,
and Waterways (MoPSW).

e It iIs aimed to explore the vast potential of lighthouse
tourism and strategies for preserving these maritime
structures, blending tourism development with heritage
conservation.



 Lighthouse tourism has been providing employment to many
people and at the same time informing our next generations
about the country’s maritime history.

* With an investment of Rs 60 crore, 75 iconic lighthouses across 9
coastal states and one union territory have been developed.



European Sky Shield
Initiative (ESSI)



* Switzerland has officially joined the European Sky Shield Initiative
(ESSI)

* About European Sky Shield Initiative (ESSI)

* [t Is a collaborative project aimed at building a unified air and
missile defense system across Europe.

* The Initiative was introduced by German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz in August 2022, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.



* The Initiative facilitates better coordination among European
nations regarding air defense and creates opportunities for
shared resources and expertise. It will strengthen NATO’s
Integrated air and missile defence.



International
Abhidhamma Divas



Recently, India’s Prime Minister addressed a ceremony
in celebration of International Abhidhamma Divas (IAD)
and recognition of Pali as a classical language.

It was organised by the International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC) and the Ministry of Culture




* Story behind Abhidhamma: According to the Pali texts, Buddha preached
the Abhidhamma first to the Gods of the Tavatimsa heaven, who were
headed by his mother.

 After having returned to the earth again, he conveyed the message to his
disciple Sariputta.



Abhidhamma Pitaka is a detailed scholastic analysis and summary
of the Buddha's teachings in the Suttas. It deals with

the philosophy, doctrine, psychology, metaphysics, ethics, and
epistemology of Buddhism

The other remaining Pitakas of Tipitaka are Vinaya Pitaka and Sutta
Pitaka.




Vinaya Pitaka is the monastic rules of conduct for
monks and nuns of the Sangha.

Sutta Pitaka contains suttas (teachings/discourses)
delivered by the Buddha and his close disciples




* The Abhidharma Pitaka consists of seven different books.
* Dhammasangani (Enumeration of Phenomena)
 Vibhanga (Book of Treaties)
* Dhatukatha (Discussion with Reference to the Elements)
* Puggalapanatti (Description of Personality)
* Kathavatthu (Points of Controversy)
* Yamaka (Book of Pairs)
 Patthana (Book of Relations)



Word of the day

Disseminate:
cause to become widely known

Synonyms: spread, broadcast, diffuse,
disperse, distribute, propagate, circulate

Usa g€. The group leaders held the meeting to
disseminate their findings.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
disseminatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dr'seminert/
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