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Good times pass very fast. Bad times
pass very slow. When you detach from
both good and bad, time doesn t t pa
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PATNA
After the Intervention of its

supremo, Laks Prasad, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal {RID)
conchided seat-sharing talks
weith Jharkhand Mussi Morcha
IMM) shead of the Assembly
polis on Tuesday. » PAGE 5

Priyanka takes
election plunge
from Kerala

xa; A
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,

Wednesday for the seat
vacated by her brother, Rahul
Gandhi. » PAGE 3

Odisha braces for
cyclone; rescue
forces deployed

BHUBANESWAR
Odisha govermment an
Tuesday deployed disaster
response forces and ivtiated
preparaticn for the evacuation
of people in caastal districts,
which are likely to be impacted
by the severe cycionic storm
Dana on Thursday and
Friday. » PAGE &

Population of
Ukraine has
declined 8mn

GENEVA
Ukraine’s population has

PRINEINE, sald United Nations
UN Papulation

Fund said the populatio

has plummeted to 35 million

today. » PAGE 14

Modi meets Putin, offers help to end conflict

Minister reiterates that such disputes should be resolved throu;

NEW DELHI
ndia supports restora-

ton of peace berween
e akue g Tt

lieve that these disputes
uld

through peaceful means.
We support restoration of
peace and stability as soon
as possible. Our efforts

o pro-
ndmg “all possible ass
tance: to end the crisis,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday dur-
h

Putin. Mr. Mods took part
in the meeting soon after
Kazan

BRICS summit against the
backirop of the continued
conflicts in the Gaza Strip
G Ukraine. Mr. Mods also
met franian President Ma-

India
is ready to provide all pos-
sible assistance in the up-

rks.
ter's participation in the
RICS events in Kazan
comes months after he tra-

g

ceful ; in his

with Iran’s P

velled to Moscow for the
annual India-Russia sum-
mit in July.
Earlier, Mr. Modi was re-
cedved by stam Minnik-
hanov, head of the Repu-
buc n{'l'mrsuan

wel-

called for the de-escalation
of tension In the West
Asian r

region.
~We have been in con-

before, we continue 1o be-

atar
Zome at Kazan, the langest

n. He was
bilateral meeting wnh Mr.

Russian President Vadimis Putin in Kazan, Russia on Tuesday. s

fls0 disctmsed the sarly re-

nationals

Putin in twenty cases with the Rus-
reign Secretary Vik-  sian side and we very
ram AMisri said in a press  much hope that all of these

briefing that the two sides

individuals can be released

iarendra

at an early date and repe-

triated to India” sald Mr.
Ais)
Mr. Misrl  announ

two new consulates in Ka-

Modi to hold

sised the need for dislogue
said

al

with Xi today

wazan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese P et

Jinping will hold 3 bi

mesting on the sidelines e

ongoing BR

Ruteian city of Kazan on

Wednesday, Forsign Secresary.

agreed on a border pact.

an and in Yekmterinburg.

escalating
contlict and reiterated In-
dia's call for the protection
of civilians and empha-

Mr.
ety
The BRICS summit in

and the process of new

Prime deep concern over the escalating
conflict in West Asia; the summit being held under the chairship of Russia has drawn gtoh.u attention as a sign of Russia’s ludmg position despite the ongoing crisis in Ukraine

hyan on October 21 in the
presidential residence of
Novo-Ogaryovo in Moscow
where he had hosted Mr.
Modi during the India-Rus-
sa annual summit in July.
Dmitry Peskow, Press Se-
cretary for the Russian Pre-
sident, said the Putin-Al
yan meeting was
aimed at discussing “se-
rious  Issues  calmly™.
Among other leaders who
arrived in Kazan were Chi-

was
completed on January 1.
2024

The summiz, which will
be held on Wednesday, un-
ship of Russia

has al drawn global ar.
(andnn as it is belng fres=
as a sign of Russia’s
Baiing posttion. despies
the ongoing crisis in Uk-

raine.

Ahead of the BRICS
summit, Mr. Putin hosted
the President of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-

nese Xi Jinping,

yoyev,
Emo:

also being hasted at Kazan.
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Beijing
confirms
pact toend
stand-off

Press Trust of India

BEIING

China on Tuesday con-
firmed reaching an agree-
ment with India to end the
four-year military stand-off
in eastern Ladakh.

“Over a recent period of
time, China and Indsa have
kept close communication
through dAp)ennnc and

channels on issues
related to the China-tndia
bosides.”; Chinese’ Buselen
Minisery
Jian said ar & media brie ru-g
he:

r. Lin was asked for a

agreement. The two sides
have reached a resolution
on the “relevant matters”,
he said. China will work
with India to implement it.
he added.

IMF retains India’s growth projection at 7% for FY25

WASHINGTON DC

The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) n’uln—
tained its June growth rat
projects foe India o its h!~
‘World onomic Out-
look (\\Ile) released on
Tuesday. to kick off the
‘World Bank and IMF An-
in

‘Washington.
‘The multilateral lender

year (FY2025-26). World
output was expected to
grow at 3.2% in 2024 as
well as 2025.

The drop in Indias
growth from 8 2% in 2023
i “because pentup de-
mand during

the pandemic has been ex-
hausted, as the economy
reconnects with its poten-
dal,” the report said.

Tha DS e pejeciid is
£row at 2.8% this year and
2.2% next year, an upwars
reviston from the ju‘ywl-_()

Globally, inflation has
been on the way

“The global battle against
inflation has largely been

touched 9.4% in the third
Quarter of 2022, is expect-
ed to be 3.5% by the end of

A global recession has
been avoided through the
process,

cm
*

a synchronised
of ¥

Growth decelerates

The chiart shows India’s growth rate in 2023 and s projected

RrOWTh rates in 2024 and 2025, as per the INTernation.
Monetary Fund's World Economic Outiook repart
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conditions, the IMF said.
However, downside risks
now dominate the outlook.

U
election and several con-

flicts around the world —
and this has made

pact felt on projections. Fi-
nance

s im-

are
due for meetings in Wash-
ington during the course of
the week.

~Of course, there is geo-
political risk with the po-

ma
was a risk, according to Mr.

Gourinchas. Sovereign
debr stress and activity in

China being weak were
some of the other risks that
he listed

‘The IMF recommended
policy pivot’ tores-

ovel
term. The first is moving to
a neutral monetary policy
stance, a

Focusisnowon -+
restoring trust,
says Army chief

NEW DELHI

A day after India an-
nounced  reaching an

agreement with China on
Patrolling and disengage-
mens in_eastern kb,
the Chief of the Army Stafl.
General Upendra Dwivedi.

© e
other~ and once that was
done, other — disen-

Upendia Dwivedk

when Lt Gen Y.K. Jashi was
and

and normal management

of the Line of Actual Con-

trol — would follow.

what has

happened? We are trying
e the

trust.
will that pet restored? Trust
will get restored if we are

other. And

which have been created,
we are not creeping. Both
have to reassure each oth-
er. Patrolling gives you that
kind of advantage. So that
is what something which is

cheaing at the 25th Colo.
nel Pyara Lal Memorial
Lecture.

way in
The second 15 the need to
build fiscal buffers after
years of a loose fiscal poli-
Cy. The third Is structural
reforms to Increase growth
and

To look at dy
“As far as we are con-

ter, we will be looking at

the Army
even today that remains
the same,” he sressed.

ternal Minister S.

gagement process
China has been complet-
ed.” he

Further, Mr. Jaishankar
has said that there were
areas where after 2020,
ihey have blocked us, =0
we blocked them™.
“we have reached an un-
will al-

with ulations
and y

rounger people lool
Ing for opportunities in
some parts of the world,
tackling the climate transi-
increasing

ton and normal manage-
ment of LAC. The normal

management of LAC will
not stop there. There are
phases m that

~This_has been our
stance from April 2020

low the patrolling... Dep-
sang. thats not the only
place, there are other plac
es also. The understanding
is that we will be able to do
patrolling which we were
11l 2020, he said.




Modi meets Putin, offers help to end conflict

Prime Minister reiterates that such disputes should be resolved through peaceful means; in his meeting with Iran’s President, he expresses deep concern over the escalating

conflict in West Asia; the summit being held under the chairship of Russia has drawn global attention as a sign of Russia’s leading position despite the ongoing crisis in Ukraine

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

tion of peace between

Ukraine and Russia
and is committed to pro-
viding “all possible assis-
tance” to end the crisis,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday dur-
ing a bilateral meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Mr. Modi took part
in the meeting soon after
reaching Kazan where Rus-
sia is hosting the 16th
BRICS summit against the
backdrop of the continued
conflicts in the Gaza Strip
and Ukraine. Mr. Modi also
met Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian and
called for the de-escalation
of tension in the West
Asian region.

“We have been in con-
tinuous contact over the
conflict between Russia
and Ukraine. As I have said
before, we continue to be-

l ndia supports restora-

lieve that these disputes
should be  resolved
through peaceful means.
We support restoration of
peace and stability as soon
as possible. Our efforts
prioritise humanity. India
is ready to provide all pos-
sible assistance in the up-
coming period,” Mr. Modi
said in his opening re-
marks. The Prime Minis-
ter’s participation in the
BRICS events in Kazan
comes months after he tra-
velled to Moscow for the
annual India-Russia sum-
mit in July.

Earlier, Mr. Modi was re-
ceived by Rustam Minnik-
hanov, head of the Repu-
blic of Tatarstan, and given
a traditional Tatar wel-
come at Kazan, the largest
city and capital of Tatar-
stan. He was driven to the
bilateral meeting with Mr.
Putin in an Aurus car.

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri said in a press
briefing that the two sides

i

Continued engagement: Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Kazan, Russia on Tuesday. ANI

also discussed the early re-
lease of Indian nationals
who had ended up fighting
for the Russian military on
the Ukraine front, after be-
ing duped by unscrupu-
lous foreign employment
agents. “Currently the em-
bassy is pursuing around
twenty cases with the Rus-
sian side and we very
much hope that all of these
individuals can be released

at an early date and repa-
triated to India,” said Mr.

Misri.
Mr. Misri announced
that the two sides will hold

the 25th session of the In-
dia-Russia Inter-Govern-
mental Commission on
trade, technical and cultu-
ral cooperation in Novem-
ber in New Delhi and that
India will soon be opening
two new consulates in Ka-

Modi to hold
bilateral meeting
with Xi today

KAZAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping will hold a bilateral
meeting on the sidelines of the
ongoing BRICS summit in the
Russian city of Kazan on
Wednesday, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said on Tuesday,
days after the two countries
agreed on a border pact.

zan and in Yekaterinburg.
In his meeting with the
new Iranian President, Mr.
Modi discussed the Chaba-
har port, the North-South
Transport Corridor and
the situation in Afghanis-
tan. “The Prime Minister
expressed his deep con-
cern over the escalating
conflict and reiterated In-
dia’s call for the protection
of civilians and empha-

sised the need for dialogue
and diplomacy,” said Mr.
Misri.

The BRICS summit in
Kazan is the first occasion
when the grouping will
convene in its expanded
shape that it acquired after
the Johannesburg summit
in 2023. Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Ethiopia, and the
UAE were cleared to join
BRICS in Johannesburg
and the process of new
members’ admission was
completed on January 1,
2024.

The summit, which will
be held on Wednesday, un-
der the chairship of Russia
has also drawn global at-
tention as it is being inter-
preted as a sign of Russia’s
leading position despite
the ongoing crisis in Uk-
raine.

Ahead of the BRICS
summit, Mr. Putin hosted
the President of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-

hyan on October 21 in the
presidential residence of
Novo-Ogaryovo in Moscow
where he had hosted Mr.
Modi during the India-Rus-
sia annual summit in July.
Dmitry Peskov, Press Se-
cretary for the Russian Pre-
sident, said the Putin-Al
Nahyan meeting was
aimed at discussing “se-
rious issues calmly”.
Among other leaders who
arrived in Kazan were Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping,
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, President
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev,
Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev, Tajik President
Emomali Rahmon, Bela-
rus’ President Alexander
Lukashenko, Prime Minis-
ter of Vietnam Pham Minh
Chinh and Venezuelan Pre-
sident Nicolas Maduro. Md
Jashim Uddin, the Foreign
Secretary of Bangladesh, is
also being hosted at Kazan.



* Bilateral Meeting and Peace Initiative | Eﬁq&ﬂﬂ doa 3ir afa ggol

* During a bilateral meeting in Kazan, Russia, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed India's commitment to supporting peace efforts between
Ukraine and Russia. He reiterated that disputes should be resolved through
peaceful means and offered India’s assistance in the ongoing crisis.
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» Concern over West Asia Tensions | 9fgH fllr & da@ @ R&dr

* Modi also met with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi to discuss
escalating tensions in the West Asia region. He stressed the need for
de-escalation and peaceful negotiations to resolve conflicts in the

qiREH URT 819 7 ded deld W Tl #| Segid 59 a7 A
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 Commitment to Humanity and Dialogue | #ATdAddl 3T A &
gfqd wfdecerdr

* Modi emphasized that India prioritizes humanity and is ready to
provide all possible assistance in upcoming peace efforts. He called
for dialogue and diplomacy as essential tools for achieving stability in

conflict zones.
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» Russian President Putin’s Role in BRICS | fa&@ & ISt
qfcer $r At

* The BRICS summit is being hosted by Russia, and it has garnered
global attention due to its timing amid the Ukraine crisis. Modi’s

meeting with Putin and other global leaders marks an important
moment in discussing serious geopolitical issues.
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* BRICS Eag;':\nsmn and Future Discussions | f9&d &1 ITar 3R

* BRICS has expanded its membership, with countries like Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and the UAE joining the group. Discussions are ongoing
about further expanding trade and cooperation among member
nations.
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* Meeting with Other Leaders | 31 a3t & HellohId

* Modi’s participation in the BRICS summit includes bilateral meetings
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, along with discussions with various
lobal leaders from Turkey, Azerbaijan, Vietnam, and others.
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Official
languages

BRICS

Founder member states'
initials (in English)

BRIC (informal)
16 June 2009; 15 years ago

Yekaterinburg, Russia
(1st BRIC summit)

Intergovernmental
organization

Political and economical
International Politics
9 member states [show]

Arabic, Amharic, Chinese,
English, Hindi, Persian,
Portuguese

Membership

9 member states

Re4 Brazil

Russia
India

China
South Africa
Iran

mm EQYP
Ethiopia

[hic

K= United Arab Emirates



IMF retains India’s growth projection at 7% for FY25

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) main-
tained its June growth rate
projects for India in its lat-
est World Economic Out-
look (WEO) released on
Tuesday, to kick off the
World Bank and IMF An-
nual Meetings in
Washington.

The multilateral lender
expected India to grow at
7% in the current fiscal
year ending March 31, 2025
and 6.5% in the next fiscal
year (FY2025-26). World
output was expected to
grow at 3.2% in 2024 as
well as 2025.

The drop in India’s
growth from 8.2% in 2023
is “because pent-up de-
mand accumulated during

the pandemic has been ex-
hausted, as the economy
reconnects with its poten-
tial,” the report said.

The U.S. is projected to
grow at 2.8% this year and
2.2% next year, an upward
revision from the July WEO
update.

Globally, inflation has
been on the way down.
“The global battle against
inflation has largely been
won, even though price
pressures persist in some
countries,” the IMF said.

Inflation, which had
touched 9.4% in the third
quarter of 2022, is expect-
ed to be 3.5% by the end of
2025.

A global recession has
been avoided through the
disinflationary =~ process,
despite a synchronised
tightening of monetary

B Y

Growth decelerates

The chart shows India’s growth rate in 2023 and its projected
growth rates in 2024 and 2025, as per the International
Monetary Fund’s World Economic Qutlook report
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conditions, the IMF said.
However, downside risks
now dominate the outlook.
The risks had grown since
the previous WEO releases
in April and June this year.

The international finan-
cial institutions are meet-
ing on the eve of the U.S.
election and several con-

flicts around the world -
and this has made its im-
pact felt on projections. Fi-
nance Ministry officials
from around the world, in-
cluding Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, are
due for meetings in Wash-
ington during the course of
the week.

“Of course, there is geo-
political risk with the po-
tential for escalation of re-
gional conflicts, and how
this might affect commodi-
ty markets...,” IMF Chief
Economist Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas told reporters
on a briefing call prior to
the report release.

The Russia-Ukraine war
continues and the conflict
in West Asia has intensi-
fied, including in Lebanon,
in recent weeks.

The IMF Chief Econo-
mist also identified grow-
ing protectionist policies as
one of the risks. Also, mo-
netary policy remaining
too tight in some countries
for too long and this im-
pacting labour markets
was a risk, according to Mr.
Gourinchas. Sovereign
debt stress and activity in

.

China being weak were
some of the other risks that
he listed.

The IMF recommended
a ‘triple policy pivot’ to res-
pond to the “relatively me-
diocre” growth rate, as Mr.
Gourinchas termed it, of
3.2% over the medium
term. The first is moving to
a neutral monetary policy
stance, a process under
way in many countries.
The second is the need to
build fiscal buffers after
years of a loose fiscal poli-
cy. The third is structural
reforms to increase growth
and productivity, coping
with ageing populations
and younger people look-
ing for opportunities in
some parts of the world,
tackling the climate transi-
tion and increasing
resilience.




* IMF’s Growth Forecast for India | R & folT IMF 6T qa:ﬁ'

N 9D

* The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has maintained its projection
for India’s growth rate at 7% for the fiscal year 2024-25 (FY25).
However, it expects a slightly lower growth rate of 6.5% for the next
fiscal year (FY25-26).
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* Current Global Economic Conditions | gadAT dftas nfdew
qREgfaar

* Global growth rates are expected to slow down, with the world
output projected to grow at 3.2% in both 2024 and 2025. The IMF

attributed this slowdown to pent-up demand that has been
exhausted post-pandemic and the tight monetary conditions globally.
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* Inflation and Economic Pressures | ﬂ?\'l'\':ﬁﬁ' kR IEE OR-CIC |

* Inflation, which had surged to 9.4% in 2022, is expected to moderate
to 3.5% by 2025. Despite the decline in inflation, the IMF cautioned
about persistent price pressures in certain regions

- . 2022 # HEEHI 9.4% dF ¥4 oft, Afher 2025 dF FaF
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* Global Risks and Geopolitical Concerns | dRgs @A 3R -
G SLIY

* The IMF warned about geopolitical risks such as the Russia-Ukraine
war and tensions in West Asia, which could affect global markets and
commodity prices.

+ IMF A FH-ToheT Jour AR afResr ol & gerre s of-
IAfas SHEAT & aR & daraar &, it 3Ras SRt 3%
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» Key Recommendations by IMF | IMF CaRT H&T AT

 The IMF recommended a "triple policy pivot" to address the relatively
"mediocre" global growth of 3.2%. These include adopting a neutral
monetary policy stance, building fiscal buffers, and focusing on structural
reforms to increase productivity and resilience to global challenges.

+ IMFA 3.2% 1 3H9aTHd "HYROr 39« gefr ¥ Ayea & v
v AN AT T RABIRT H aeey Aifge Afa
HYATAT, AT THT FT AATT FIT, IcqIGHhdTl dele 3R
Waﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁwmﬁ?ﬁmmmw
el Higa Har afae Bl



* Future Economic Outlook and Resilience | ¥TasT &Y g ¢fee
3R rehemgeT

* The IMF also emphasized the need for reforms to tackle issues such
as climate transition, ageing populations, and providing opportunities
for younger generations. Sovereign debt stress, protectionist policies,
and tightening monetary policies were cited as potential risks.

- IMF& STearg qREde, ge¥ gidl 3meardl, 3R Jamit & v
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India, Pakistan renew
their agreement on
Kartarpur Corridor

New Delhi is unable
W oL to convince Pakistan

to drop the service
Indla and Pakistan on senvice
Tuesday agreed to renew LSS.0f S20 that It
thelr agreement for anoth-  levies per pilgrim

er five years to operate the
Kartarpur Corridor to facil-
itate pilgrims from India o their holy sites™.
visis the Kartarpur Sahib the
rdwara.

ondlusion
the rencwal of the agree.
ment_indicates that the
channels of communica-
wo
countries are operational,
New Delli was wnable 1o

Agreement, signed
0024 October 2019 to facil-
itate the visit of pilgrims
from India to Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur,
Narowal, Pakistan throveh

the Kartarpur Sahib Corri-  convince Pakistan to drop
o, was il or 2 poriod the service fes of $30 0 Gp-
of five years,” the Ministry  proximately 21,680) that

of Extérnal Affairs said ina  levies per pilgrim.
statement on Tuesday, ad-  “In view of the conti-
ding that the extension un-  nued requests of pilgrims
] 2029 would ensure “un-  regarding the removal of
interrupted operation of  USD 20 service charge le-
the Corridor for use vied by Pakistan per pil

by the
pileriens from India o visic

the holy Gurdwara urged Pakistan to not levy
Ppakistan®, any fee on the pllgrims.”
The  announcement the Ministry said.

comes a week after Exter- an has maintained
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-  that it needs to levy the
ankar visited Pakistan for  charges as it has spent the
the Shanghai Cooperation  bulk of the estimated $17
briefly with Pakistani the gurdwara.

e Minister Shehbaz  Officials in Pakistan also
Sharifand Foreign Minister  told The Hindu that lhe)
1shaq Dar. are disappointed by the

Sharing the news of the  dwindling numbers of pil-

agreement's renewal on
social media, Mr. Jaishan-
kar said the Narendra Modi
government would “contt-
nue to facilitate our Sikh
community’s access to

grims being “allowed” to
visit, as the quota given by

. b
bers are down to only a few
hundred a day at present.

Police promise security to
non-local workers in J&K

\'houldhefunhefs ned to ensure zero terror incidents in order to
pmh l’.'lpld social and says J&K Lig Governor Manoj Sinha
and ised “to cover
SRINAGAR the expenses of education
of the victim’s son”. “I as-
su

perpe-
trators responsible for his
ought

martyre
to justice. The government

s fully committed to ensur-
them of “security and a ing the welfare of the next
safe environment to of kin,” Mr. Abdullah said.
sue their livelihoods with- [ Deputy Chief
out fear or intimidation” in Minister Surinder
the Valley. The police also hary attended the last rites

of Shashi Abs

busted a fresh module of
itants.

JiK Chiet

mill the family  victim. He said he will ap-

of seven civi Tuesdayto. prise the Chief Mlnlszel
lians, including a doctor about the demand of the
and six other worke stand thelr

by ment. He underlined the obvious se family for a government
militants on Sunday at an in- o panic, but asking them job.

under-construction site of frastructure | projects 0 leave in this manner is
the Z-Morh tunnel in Gan-  across J&K and putting in  notasolution. [it] Willonly ~ Module busted
derbal's Gagangeer area  place a multipronged and  create more difficulties Launching a fresh drive
has  sent  shockwaves foolproof mechanism for and send a very bad mes-  against militants and thelr
among non-ocals working  coordination with project-  sage to the country. (1] re-  supporters in the Valley,
in Kubmi, emecally implementing agenciesto  quest Chief Minlster Omar  the JaK Pollees special
those who are part of the  prevent securitybreaches.  Abdullah and LG Manoj cell, Counter-ntelligence
project. Security agencies  Mian Al,anMLA  Sinhaito kuerv:ne and at (CIK), on Tuesday
have questioned around  from Canderbals s Kangan, least_give enough  conducted searches at sev-
twodozen suspects so far.  Where the peojectshelslo.  time Ms. o said s eralocanone.
However, no arrests have  cated, nonlocal  poston X. ‘During the operation, a
been made, officials said.  workers to n:) backand  However, the police re-  recruitment module of a
Two heavily armed mill-  complete the project. butted Ms. Mufti's claims.  newly formed terrorist or-
tants were involved In the “Social media reports ganisation, Tehreek Lab-
sack dremiiwrge’ | ‘Cronting difheriics claiming the local adminis-  balk Ya Muslim, an off-
J&K _Lieutenant-Goy Former JAK Chief Minister _ tration has asked non| shoot of Lashkar-e-Taiba,
nor Man) Sinha, who visit s Democratic  workers to Jeave the Valley  was uncovered,” an official
ed Gagangeer, directed rmy (PDP) president Meh-  are false,” the police: said.
e the ety gid ufti alleged that  Chief Minister Omar Ab-  This newly floated terro-
;v.m.l the local dullah visited the family of rist organisation has
identsin  was pressuring nomlocal - the slain doctor in central  clalmed responsibliey
workers to leave imme- Kashmir's Budgam. He as- few Incidents in recent

Frer o pash rapi social
and -

diately. “While 1 under- sured the family of help past, the police said.

Religious instruction
in madrasas cannot
be ‘wished away”: CJI

anathema In India. Article

NEW DELHI 23 of the Constitution re-

cognised religious

The Supreme Court on instruction.
said India’s centu-  There was nothing
ries-old history of religious  wrong in a State regulating
instruction could not be  an institution run by a rell
wished away by ghetios- glousor linguistic minarkty
madrasa e in the interest of maintain-

“Religious eimaatn s
not something which & un-
Aqm to Muslims. There is
Uous lnslmulom
Chistians, Jew

HlnduL Sikhs. Itis a coun
try which is a melting pot
o cores, chtlanioen,
preserve

ing the excellence of edu-
cation, the Bench also
comprisng fusices LB,
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra

*Lopsided education’
Senlor advocate  Guru

religions... s Krishnakumar argued in
et vy, In e the  support of he High Court
answer to ghetolsation Is  decislon, saying chere was
to mainstream. no specific provision in the
people to come mgedm 2004 Act on secular educa-
Otherwise, we

tion. Senlor advocate Mad-
havi

shunted and forgoien,”  the High Court decision,
i submitted that madrasa
education's singular focus
or overwhelming empha-
sts was on religious mstruc-
tlon at the cost of main.
education. She said

bad High Court striking lopsided education
down the Uttar Pradesh hudly eaulpped suudents
Madrasa Education Board pete in the mals
Act, 2004. The Act regulat- mem

The
High Court had found the
law unconstitutional for

She ma-
drasa students from chil-
dmn who take monastic

Talkdating 8 system of du- v in other faiihs ke
cation which was gre ‘Buddhisen of Jainism.

Violation of the princijles  lawer embraced i
of secularism. tion in answer to a calling

But the top court while the thousands of stu-
served that religious in- dents of madrasas wanted
struction, historically and  very much to be part of the

culturally, had never been

India and Singapore to explore
joint development, production
. of equipment for armed forces

NEW DELHI

India and Singapore on

India’s fourth nuclear
submarine launched
with advanced arms

undergoing sea trials and is
expected to be commis-
sioned Into service next
year, sources sald.

Responding to ques-
tions on the launch ar a [ The Navy has set up two
press conference on Tues | special task forces headed
iy, Vice Gl o the vy by

Krishna Swami- blbu ‘nd indting niche

nathan, withous irecty

inalar Peri
NEW DELHI

India’s fourth nuclear-po-
wered ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN, eferred 10
as S4*,

Water at the Ship admg
Centre in \nnl:th.lmam

NEW DELHI

Navy has set up two task
forces to develop niche
technologies: Vice-Admiral +

1

A

next five years and also last week, officlal sour technologles, Navy
look atco-develops confirmed. Shma  commenting, vice-chief  Vice-Admiral
and co-production of de- e o Sl e SO e S | Kot Swaceraiban le
fence equipment. This was capable than the first, INS  cessful one. Two subma- | said they were looking for
decided during the sixth Arihant (2. rines have been commis- | new technologies not only
Defence Tossday. an The $4* was launched  sioned, and It is natural | to plug th
Mimeml Dialogue in into water on October 16 at  that others will follow* but also to m\sln the next
co-chatred by and Artificial 1- | SBC, multiple con- INS Arihant is presendy | level of tecl
The two Ministers also de- firmed. armed with 750 s vonge | These sk foroe are in

Detence Mintser lbjnaxh
singh and visiting Singay cided to take forward the
res coamerpart Ny Fing  Cooparation’ I suirying
Hen. areas like ¢

yber security,”

“Recognising that both the M said. Both Mi-
natlons are natural partn-  nisters acknowledged the
ers for code-  deep an: bl
velopment and co-produc-  lateral defence relations
tion of defence equipment,  based on shared outlook
both sides agreed to en-  on reglonal peace, stabily

coopera-  and security, it stated.

non, 0, incuding exploring | This mecing aasumes
collaboration in niche do-  significance against _the
‘mains such as au backdrop of India marking

ey,

puy.d 2 bey role {n pro-. |, digencnsscongens, wth -
nomic coopera- | dian indus being

extensively Ivelved, 3¢

xddldmuo the Navy's tech-

the advanced 3,500 km development accel-

tion and cultural ties, and Fange SLEM K4, that was | erator cell TBAG)
developing strategic con- | cording to a source. tested for the first time in “We want to induct
nectivity with countries in | _India currently has two  2020. The K-t will be the | technologies as fast as pos-

sible. We ensured that the
three task forces are not
working on the same tech-

SSBNs operational. INS Ari-
‘hant was quietly commis-
vated their bilateral rela- | sioned into service in Au- standoff cay
tionship to Comprehensive | gust 2016. The second ty, to launch nuclear wea-

Suaegic Parmerstip re. | SSBN, INS Arighaat (S3).  pons while submerged in | at fuses mantum
cently during the visit of | was commissioned Indlan waters, till 2 5,000 | computing, intérface dev-
Prime Minister Narendra | August, The third SSBN ki range SLBM is deve. | loes, electronic and wea-
Modi to the city-state. Aridhman (54) is currently  loped and fiekded. pon technologies, and in-

‘mainstay of India’s under-

the region, it said.
The sea nuclear deterrence as it

two countries ele-

Mew Delhi on Tuesday. SUSHL RLAARVERMA

digenisation of  task forces would work in
o ViceAd-

miral Swaminathan said in  with quicker turnaround

response to a question times, hesaid.

from The Hindu at the cur-  Speaking on the high-

tain-raiser to the Naval In-  lights of Swaviamban 2024

novation and Indigenisa-  scheduled to be held on

next week. would showease the re-
The TDAC would conti-  markable indigenisation ef-
e tie piocem el exgag’, [ oL iis rmed furees
Ing with smartups and ation parters and
MSMES, while the spe the i Industry.

SC to give verdict
on Byju's case today

back-to-back
NEW DELHI henug in lhe case, tha
The Supreme Court Is whattier m. BOCH mu.ldlx
scheduled to pronounce allowed to 5
on Wednesday its verdict  nal agreement” with Byju's
in an appeal filed by U promoter and “walk away*
based creditor Glas Trust  with its money.
Company LLC agai 1he US. lender had

Jjudgment of the National as a major financial
Cotopany Law Appellae  crodito, ik shoukd have gat
(NCLAT) allowing  priority in repayments.
edtech firm allowing By- olicitor-General Tush.
Ju's o pay a settlement Mehta, appearing fc

‘amount of T158 crore to the
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BOCH).

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY. achud
had reserved the case for

that the 2158 crore was of-
fered by Riju Raveendran,
Byju's brother, from his

personal assets.

‘The NCLAT, on August
2, granted rellf o the enr-
ent_ after ed-tech firm by set-
the Insolvency Resolution

nng aside the insolvency
Professional to maintain lings after approv-
status  quo the inga t158.9 crore dues set-
interregnum. tleme: the BCCL

oM@ =

ED arrests 6 on money-laundering charge
linked to cross-border drug trafficking

Devesh K. Pandey rated Sandhu Exporss, a
NEW DEL front company owned by
Prabhjit Singh, to carry out
The Directorate of Enforce- the smuggling of drugs,” it
ment (ED) has arrested six
people for their alleged in- The ED uncovered a
volvement in money lLaun- highly sophisticated he-
dering pertaining to cross- roin smuggling and money
‘border drug trafficking. laundering network where
The accused have been identification of multiple
identified as Lovejit Singh bank a , cash tran-
aka Labba, Manjeet Singh sactions and_operational
aka Manna, Pnlnh)l Singh, the accused
rm been made, said the
They had used dis-
The ED probe is based  aisoimpounded smuggled drugs. ALE mioTo Buased e rigis of v .

on a case related to the
‘smuggling of Afghan-origin
heroin into India. While
293.81 kg of heroin was

cit funds, which were
further layered and inte-
grated into seemingly legi-
timate financial activities.

and Delhi.
“These individuals were
key members of a syndi-

Special Cell had impound-
ed 352.71 ke of drugs from
two vehicles and a flat in

from containers im-  Faridabad, Haryana. cate that smuggled heroin  The agency said cash
orted by Sandhu Exports g tothe ED.the  from Afghanistan and lran  was used for purchase of
at Nhava Sheva Port armeted people coor concealing them within high-end and
Mumba by the Directo-  ed the smuggling shipments of wlc stone  encrypted communication
Rovente Incelll.  and dlsuibunon of heroi £ypsum powder. The  apps were used to coord
e, the Delli Polcs. acvoe Pucjaby Haryws;  accued pessons lncorpo- g icivhlee

Calcutta HC stays
suspension of doctors

these doctors will be al-

KOLKATA lowed inside campus fol-
lowing the court order.
The Calcutta High Courton At her Monday meeting,

sday stayed the sus- Ms. Banerjee questioned

peicn o S{ dactiee:of. the ROKWCH peincipal e

the R.G. Kar Medical Col- er the suspensior

lege and Hospital In Kolka- She said, “You s\npend»

ta ed 51 students without in-
The doctors had been

suspended after an inter-  You should let us
nalinquiry commiticeheld  know before taking the
them accountable for pro-  step. We do not want to
motinga threat culture and  ruin anyone’s future. We
intimidation within hospl-  will form an enquiry com-
tal premises. Chief Minis-  mittee and see if there is

ter Mamata Banerjee on truth in the accusations.”

Asenior doctor, who isa
member of the enquiry
without Health Depare-  committee and

ment’s approval. internal investigation pro-

The court sald the sus-  cess 1 doc-
pension cannot go tors, replied that they fol-
without ~ State govern lowed due process. The
ments or the Heakh De-  doctor further said, “We
partment's approval. It re- all guidelines and
B o be Foan whather  toakine dachionr




India’s fourth nuclear
submarine launched
with advanced arms

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India’s fourth nuclear-po-
wered ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN), referred to
as S4*, was launched into
water at the Ship Building
Centre in Visakhapatnam
last week, official sources
confirmed. This subma-
rine is bigger and more
capable than the first, INS
Arihant (S2).

The S4* was launched
into water on October 16 at
SBC, multiple sources con-
firmed. It has significant in-
digenous content, with In-
dian industry  being
extensively involved, ac-
cording to a source.

India currently has two
SSBNs operational. INS Ari-
hant was quietly commis-
sioned into service in Au-
gust 2016. The second
SSBN, INS Arighaat (S3),
was commissioned end-
August. The third SSBN
Aridhman (84) is currently

undergoing sea trials and is
expected to be commis-
sioned into service next
year, sources said.

Responding to ques-
tions on the launch at a
press conference on Tues-
day, Vice Chief of the Navy
Vice Adm Krishna Swami-
nathan, without directly
commenting, said, “The
SSBN programme is a suc-
cessful one. Two subma-
rines have been commis-
sioned, and it is natural
that others will follow.”

INS Arihant is presently
armed with 750 km range
K-15 SLBM. The S4* carries
the advanced 3,500 km
range SLBM K-4, that was
tested for the first time in
2020. The K-4 will be the
mainstay of India’s under-
sea nuclear deterrence as it
provides standoff capabili-
ty, to launch nuclear wea-
pons while submerged in
Indian waters, till a 5,000
km range SLBM is deve-
loped and fielded.




* India's SSBN Program | 3Tl &Y SSBN HTisha

* India has launched its fourth nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN), referred to as S4*, at the Ship Building Centre in Visakhapatnam.

The launch took place on October 16, and the submarine is more advanced
and larger than the first SSBN, INS Arihant (S2).

o YR & 3G @A WATT-FeIleld dflfEcs [Aarse gasss]
(SSBN), [ 54 & 1 & ST ST 8, farem@raa=a & g fafesar
Hex Gy oled 37/ SHPT FEI90T 16 FcaN &l §3HT 3N Tg
Geizssl]l Ggeil SSBN, INS IRET (52) & 3ifeld 3eoicd 3R 5T &1+




* Indigenous Content | Taceil Trealt

* The S4* has significant indigenous content, with Indian industries
playing a major role in its development, according to official sources.

o S4 H Hgcagqul &geeft TiHAT & 3N IeFIRF I & HFTR
WS fadrg H HRAT 38377 " GHE HIAHDT f73ms &



* Operational SSBNs | adHTsT SSBNs

* India currently has two operational SSBNs: INS Arihant, which was commissioned in
2016, and INS Arighaat (S3), commissioned in August 2023. A third SSBN, INS Aridhman
(S4), is currently undergoing sea trials and is expected to be commissioned into service
next year.

+ R & I ddATT A G SSBN IRETeleT A §: INS 3REd, ¥ 2016 & Far &
nfier fFam arar ar, 3k INs 3IRETE (53), O 3T 2023 & dar & afAa
forar aram anl I sseN, INS ITRE#AsT (s4F,aﬁﬂm#a§aﬁqﬁm#§mT€r
& 3T 3Ter v dar A nfAw g gl



e S4’s Advanced Armament | S4 3 3oold GIAATT

 The S4* is armed with advanced 3,500 km range submarine-launched ballistic missiles
(SLBM) K-4, which were tested in 2020. These SLBMs enhance India's undersea nuclear
deterrence by providing the ability to launch nuclear weapons from Indian waters.

* It will continue to play a key role until a 5,000 km range SLBM is developed.

+ S4 377 3,500 AT B IT arel gezsel-ciiee #I 75 sfellece fAdrsel
(SLBM) K-4 & &I &, [Sle7epr 2020 H GIg7oT 337 191 47/ 3 SLBM R @1

HHG-Fel AT FIRIET &AT I F@lcd 8 IR HRAT STel &7 & AT
STl FNat P GTHAT Jalad I &/

- 9 d% 5000 [FHT &I 5T dTell SLBM fAHAT 6l &I Siicl, dd d Tg 9HE
HIAFT [3TTNT



* INS Arihant’s Role | INS 3TREa T 3fAenT

* INS Arihant, which is currently operational, is armed with 750 km
range K-15 SLBM. The newly launched S4* will replace these with
longer-range missiles, increasing India's strategic capabilities.

* INS 3IREd, S ddAIT H qReeld H & 750 f&H I a7 arel
K-15 SLBM & &I &1 73 aflea @I T3 S4 aIsil gl @l [Adgel
& G 3 FiaEdiad X, [Sad JRA S UlAldes
ETAIHT H garer &171 1«




* Future Prospects | AfasT &1 Fer=Te

* The Navy is currently undergoing trials for additional submarines, and
sources confirmed that more submarines will follow the S4*. Two
SSBNs have already been commissioned, and it is natural that others
will be added in the near future.

» Sdl JAAA H HIARFT GAsleqal & qETT Y B & N
WF)W#@?M%‘WJ#qus/WW/E?SSBN
Wﬁﬁw#?ﬂﬁwﬁaﬁ#ﬁvﬁw#ﬁw#ﬂ#ﬁ




INS Arighat

Nuclear-capable
: submarine-launched
missiles
| Tol_K-4 (in development)

_[: Range: 3,500km
'L* K-15 Sagarika

Range: 750km

|

Arihant-class submarine

Propulsion

J INS ARIGHAT Indlan Navy s second .
indigenously-designed and built

ARIHANT-CLASS SPECIFICATIONS

Length 110 metres
Displacement 6,000 tonnes
Crew 95

Surface speed 15 knots (28km/h)
Submerged speed 24 knots (44km/h)

Six 533mm
torpedo
tubes

TVerticaI launch tubes

80MW nuclear pressurised Can carry 12 K-15

water reactor drives
steam turbine

INDIA’S SUBMARINE FLEET

Nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarines (SSBN): 2

INS Arihant  INS Arighat
Nuclear attack submarine (SSN): 1

Jemmgilbeme /NS Chakra

(three per tube) or four
K-4 missiles

Diesel-electric submarines (SSK): 14
Kalvari-class (2) il el
Shishumar-class (4)
Sindhughosh-class (8)




N  J = The submarine m The missile
a ‘ y S Own is designed to use ejects underwater

vertical ‘Tube Launch from the Canrise
l e Missile’ technology, submarine's .
g a ator and the launchers have  launcher, when 2 tO 4 k m
been manufactured a gas booster is above the ocean
A look at the 124 Surface to accommodate the ignited surface to strike
metre-long Arihant speed: submarine variant of targets
class nuclear-powered 12-15 knots+ the 5,000-km range

submarine Agni lll missile

mt's modelled after the

Russian Charlie class

(NATO name). Initiated Armament:
as a fast=attack nuclear 30(12
submarine project, it SLBM)

was later modified into a
ship submersible ballistic
nuclear submarine :
' Submerged

speed:

Can carry e

about

12

K-15 or Sagarika submarine
launch ballistic missiles

Arihant's nuclear
pressurised water
reactor uses 34% to
40% enriched uranium,

Crew: 95

(SLBM) with a range Nuclear h S q
of 750 km with reactor: 85 M as one turbine an
nuclear warheads one seven-blade highly

skewed brass propeller
*1knot= 1.852kmph
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BAGHDAD
Nine terrori

s. inclu g top
leader. of IS group killed in Irag

ng to)

SINCAFPORE
bre blc

ks fore

nked

websites. warns of disinformation

wEuTERS

Pakcstinian resdents of

seess |
S police said on Tuasﬂxy that Ihq had arested seven Iracy g Tuesdsy forces had accessto
1\ planning to Istamic
wan. | topfigurein y in 3 raid in the

an lsraes
The police

>
Moot that the greu, s 2o taaked wth bombing &

police car and throwsng a grenade at a house for Money. AFP.

Officials said nine.

were kiled and among themn was the

“governor of Irag™ for IS — Jassim al-Mazrouel Abu Abdel Qader. Are

o meunt “hostile’

BERLIN

Germany reports first case of new

and more infectious mi

variant

~

REUTERS

whict
to foreign xlo-s and which the

a new, more

lnl\ecnous variant of the mpox vrus has o-ae« detected in i

campaigras 3gainst the Gty-state. The move comes as Singapore
prepares for elections to be held before November next year As=

e person

o indec et brad bnst did ot ghve arey Frtie detailr rchaiing
o6 where the case was Deing treated. AsP

Poverty rate

in Palestinian
territories set
to double: UN

GENEVA

The poverty rate across the
Palestinian territories will
almast doube this year to
74.3% after months of fight-

“The
quence of the war, not just
in physical infrastructure

ion, but ako
terms of poverty, Hveli
hoods and loss of liveli-
hoods, s enormous.”
Achim Steiner, head of the
UNDP, said.

The powerty rate had
been 38 8% at the end of
2023 but another 2.61 mil-
lion Palestinians fell into
poverty this year, bringing
the total to 4.1 million.

Jis quite clear from
this that the level of des-
truction has set back the
state of Palestine by years,
if not decades, in terms of
fts development pathway.”
MMr. Steiner sald.

The udyesnma:es that
this year unemployment in
the Palestinian territories
could rise to 49.9% and
that GDP will be 35.1% low-
er than without the war in
Gaza.

He said hzxwennrhn-

t return o
s pre-crisis levels for a de.
or more.

destroyed capital and the
of “stifling economic

s Al
The study says Israels

heavy metals they release.

Hezbollah says it fired volley
of rockets at 3 bases in Israel

US. Se

etary of State Blinken is in Israel. his 11th visit to the region since the war began last year:

he urges Israeli PM to seize on the killing of Hamas's leader to work towards a ceasefire in Gaza

ezbollah said it

had fired rockets

at two bases near
the Israeli city of Tel Aviv
and a naval base west of
Haifa on Tuesday morning
Just hours before U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony
Blinken arrived in Israel 0
make another push for an
elusive ceasefire.

After a heavy night of Is-
raeli strikes on Lebanon's
soutl the southern
suburbs of its capital Bei-
rut, Hezbollah said it had
fired rockets at the Glilot
base used by Unit 8200 of
israeli  military  intelli-
gence, and the Nirit area in

Flight of hope:

Tel Aviv's suburbs. The
group said it alo fired
rockets at a naval base out-
side the port city of Haifa
further north.

The aircraft carrying Antony Blinken casts 2 shadow
on the ground as It descends In Tel Aver in Israel on Tuesday, A2

There were no reports
of casualties. fsraeli auth-
orities said air sirens were
activated in areas south-
east of Tel Aviv due to one

projectile identified cross-
ing £all-
ing in an open area. Other

sirens
Mr. Blinken's trip to the
region is his 11th since the
attack on Israel by Hamas
ober 7, 2023, that

‘Ukraine population declined
by 8 miillion since Russia war’

GENEVA

Ukraine's population has
ed by around eight
mllllonsl ce Russia invad-
February | 2022,

arking ‘an exodus. and
Sending birth rates phing:
Nations

non and compliance with a
UN resolution that ended
an Israel-Hezbollah war in

cline in war-torn Ukraine.
rall, Ukraine's pop-
ulation has declined by an
ssumated 10 million since
2014 and

Search for safety: Ukraine's poputstion dwindied from 43 milbon

Journalists.
Ukraine's

ulation
stood at around 45 million
in 2014, when Russia first
invaded, and

cight million since the be-
ginning of the full-scale n-
vasion in 2022 UNFPAs

Asia Florence Bauer sald in
comments sent w

annexing Crimea, the
agency said, citing data
from the national statistics
office.

By February 2022, when

Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine,

in 2022 when Russia began its invasion 1o 32 milion currently. Ase

the population had dwin-
dled to 43 million, and &t

said. citing a combinat
of government and UNFPA

a

The birth rate has fallen

to just around one child
per woman, she said.

“That's one of the low-

est in the world,” she said

FBI probes
leak of files on
Israeli plans
to strike Iran

WASHINGTON

announced on

s about Istacs plans
for a retaliatory strike on
tran.

iran has been bracing
for a response since it un-
leashed a wave of close to

scribe Israell preparations
for a possible strike — but
do not identify any actual
targets.

Singed by price rise

A homemaker bang= a pot during 3 protest against inflation in Bolivia's £ Alto on Tuesday. REUTERS

Over 50 killed in two —+

days of clashes in
Sudan, say activists

KASSALA

Local activists in central

in the State capital of

‘Wad Madani, a military air
strike on a mosque Killed
31 people, the local resis.
ance committee, one of

of

least 20 people have been
in paramilitary at-

ramilitary force, bringing
“a large his forc-
es” to “fight alongside our
v, in_wha

defection o the military's

groups coordinating asd
across the war-torn coun-
try, said in a statement on

the State’s war-r:
aged cast, activises said at

for Army

chief Abdel Fattah al Bur.

han said Kaykal and others.

who defect would receive

amnesty™, as war-weary

cl\1llzxu braced for re-
acks.

Harris projects her policies to Latino voters as Trump touts his President term

WASHINGTON

Soth Kamala Harris and
Donal

plans to double the num-
ber of registered appren-
ticeships. She wants to
stress how she would re-

eral government jobs and
encoura private em-
likewise.

ta:
vide forgivable loans worth
ca
x

up to $20,000 each to 1

million small businesses.
Former President

Trump. the Republican no-

Doral, a Miami sub
Trump’s pitch

His campaign says he will
office. The campaign also

says he will argue that Ms.
Harris and President Joe

per

The Trump and Harris
campaigns see what could
be an i

Nevada If their traditional

support _for mocrats
erodes. Mr p be-
Lieves he has made inroads
amon; men. Ms.

Harris’ team is seeking to
shore up support within
the same group with the
election just two weeks
away.

It sets up a question of
whether memories of a
Trump presidency or the
promise new policies
under Ms. Harris will do
more to energize Latino
voters.

them resonate In speeches

us groups,” said
Man Barreto, a Harris cam-
paign polister. “It speaks to
Latino men in particular
about being successful and

Latino
the

Pennsylvania, Arizona

dream.
Both campaigns are

Jockeying for an edge wikh

the increasingly diverse

Reaching out: iamala Haris plans to highlight how her
would create mare oppartunities for

electorate in the dosing

nesses. She has gome on

the podcast “Call Her Dad-
dy~ to appeal to younger
women, while Mr. Trump
has appeared on podcasts

in a town hall last week on

szerda

Latine men. 57

u; n where his major
pitch to Latinos was that
the economy had been

phenomenal during his
W'hl( House t

“Inflation woes"

“We had the greatest eco-

nomy pri of
inflation. So we're going to
get rid of the .

The former Presidents

2.4%, but frustration still
lingers for voters from in-
flation in June 2022
2t 9.1% as gasoline, grocer-

and housing became

d on focus groups,
Mr. Barreto said the Harris
campaign found that Lati-
B e in -

keep chmbmg with better
finan, jons.

Ms. llarriss running

want
access to apprentice-
shnps that Eive
People without. oollege de-
grees accesstoa Iy
stable career.

est Labor mpan

ment figures show
ree.41 4% regirered ap.

On Univision, Ar.
Trump said increased oil

Fuide released by MS.
s’ team.

In a close race, the Har-
ris campaign & betting that

ed to poli
specifics as the election
draws closer.

increase
from the Trump adminis-
tration. when apprentice-
ships peaked in 2020
Doubling that A-
gure as Ms. Harris has pro-
posed would put the total
number of apprenticeships
at roughly 1.2 million over
four s

ported on October 10 that
Latino business ownership
is up 40% over pre-pan.
levels and could

Mala,
El Feo, 2 syndicated rad
show, this week.

Fellow businessman
Mr. Trump hopes to con-
vince Latinas that they

I2 event. “You have great
ambition, you have great
nergy. very smart, and
you really 4o Hke nararal

entrepreneurs.”
Amex




‘Ukraine population declined
by 8 million since Russia war’

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Ukraine’s population has
declined by around eight
million since Russia invad-
ed in February 2022,
sparking an exodus and
sending birth rates plung-
ing, the United Nations
said on Tuesday.

The UN Population
Fund said there had not
been a census, but that
there clearly had been a
dramatic population de-
cline in war-torn Ukraine.

“Overall, Ukraine’s pop-
ulation has declined by an
estimated 10 million since
2014 and by an estimated
eight million since the be-
ginning of the full-scale in-
vasion in 2022,” UNFPA’s
regional director for East-
ern Europe and Central
Asia Florence Bauer said in
comments sent to

Search for safety: Ukraine’s population dwindled from 43 million
in 2022 when Russia began its invasion to 32 million currently. AFP

journalists.

Ukraine’s  population
stood at around 45 million
in 2014, when Russia first
invaded, occupying and
annexing Crimea, the
agency said, citing data
from the national statistics
office.

By February 2022, when
Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine,

the population had dwin-
dled to 43 million, and it
has plummeted further to
just 35 million today, it
said, citing a combination
of government and UNFPA
data.

The birth rate has fallen
to just around one child
per woman, she said.

“That’s one of the low-
est in the world,” she said.
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N "
and bring in efficiency to

To generate funds for
expunging the liabilitics, the
company b

generate revenues from asset

Ambuja Cements to
acquire CK Birla firm

' most probably
within a decade. But for this,
all the liabilities need to be

i the
revival of MTNL, the govern

Adani buys Orient
to up cement play

CONCRETE DEAL
%

g chaieman CK Bicla and cer-

he soueces eaid, adding that
uus was the reason for not

age for BSNL and MTNL in
2019.1n 2022, it approved 3
ccond package for
BSNL/MINL amounting 1o
21.64 Iakh crore, where the
TNL s retativelyless.

Allianz looks to exit
Bajaj insurance JVs

Eyeing stake in
new firms to retain
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Allianz looks to exit
Bajaj insurance JVs

Eyeing stake in
new firms to retain
India presence

GEETA NAIR
Pune, October 22

BAJAJ FINSERY ON Tuesday
announced that its insurance
joint venture (JV) partner
Allianz SE is considering exit-
ing their life and general
insurance businesses.
“Allianz has indi-
cated to Bajaj that,
given its strategic
priorities, it is
actively consider-
ing an exit from
the life and general
insurance joint ven-
tures,” the company
informed the exchanges.
Allianz holds a 26% stake
each in insurance arms Bajaj
Allianz Life Insurance and Bajaj
Allianz General Insurance,while
Bajaj Finserv owns 74%.Both
are unlisted firms.
“Discussionsareata prelim-
inary stage and there is no pro-
posal before the board (Bajaj
Finserv) of the company or its
insurance subsidiaries in this

regard,”the insurer said.

The Bajaj Finserv board
is scheduled to meet on
Wednesday to approve the
second quarter results and
these developments could
come up for discussion at the
board meeting.

Shares of Bajaj Finserv fell
2.02% on Tuesday to close at
1,723 onthe BSE.

Bloomberg had earlier
reported that Allianz SE was in

talks to scrap two Indian JVs
with Bajaj Finservin a dis-
pute over the direction
of the partnership
and their inability to
raisestakesintheJVat
discounted prices.
The report said
Allianz is instead look-
ing to buy stakes in newly
established insurance firms
toretainapresencein the fast-
growing Indian market.

Bajaj has controlling stakes
intheJVsand hasbeenrunning
the company with control of
management, strategic deci-
sions, operations and business
strategy with professionals
from the insurance industry
running the two JV companies.

Continued on Page 7



CWG drops 9 sports, dents India’s medal hopes

MIHIR VASAVDA
Mumbai, October 22
SIX OF THE 12 disciplines in
which Indiawonamedalatthe
2022 Commonwealth Games
— contributing 37 out of the
total 61 medals — have been
dropped from the 2026 edi-
tion,itwasannounced Tuesday.
Forthe 2026 CWG,whichwill
be held in Glasgow, badminton,
cricket,hockey,squash, tableten-
nis and wrestling have been
omitted. This comes after shoot-
ingandarchery— thetwosports
Indians have dominated histori-
callyatthe Commonwealth level
— faced the axe from the 2022
edition held in Birmingham.
The 2026 edition, featuring
only 10 sports and roughly
3,000 athletes, will take place
from July 23 to August 2. Glas-
gowwill be CWG ‘lite’since the
previous edition in Birming-

’( *f'-‘.—t——_ g

The closing ceremony of the 2022 Commonwealth Games
at the Alexander Stadium in Birmingham

ham had 19 sports and almost
5,000 athletes.

In a statement, Glasgow
CWG organisers said the sports
programme will include ath-
letics and para-athletics, box-
ing, bowls and para-bowls,
swimming and para-swim-
ming, artistic gymnastics,
track cycling and para-track

FILE: REUTERS

cycling, netball, weightlifting
and para-powerlifting, judo,
3x3 basketball and 3x3 wheel-
chair basketball.

The decision was met with
fierce backlash from India’s
sporting administrators. For-
mer CWG medallist and
Indian Olympic Association
executive council member

Gagan Narang said the move
was “disheartening”.

“I can imagine the disap-
pointment for (the) shooterswho
were preparing for this event.I
amalsodisappointed that (a)few
more disciplines which are
medal prospects for India don’t
figurein thelist of disciplines for
CWG 2026,”Narang said.

Badminton legend and
national coach Pullela Gopic-
hand said he was “deeply
appalled and disappointed by
the decision”.

“Itis crucial thatweraise our
voicesandbring thisissuetothe
appropriate authorities to
ensurebadminton continuesto
thriveand inspire future gener-
ations. We cannot allow such
shortsighted decisions to
undermine the progress we
havetirelesslyachieved,”hesaid.

While badminton has been
played in every edition of the

CWG since 1966, squash and
hockey have been a part of the
programme since 1998.Table
tennis has featured at every
Gamessince 2002.The decision
also marks a rare occurrence of
noracquetsportbeingincluded
inamulti-discipline event.

Incidentally,shootingwas
included in the initial pro-
gramme announced by Victo-
ria, before they surrendered
their hosting rights due to
high costs. Glasgow stepped
in as a last-minute replace-
ment and dropped a number
of events to keep the Games
within budget.

Originally, the Australian
statewas scheduled tohost the
2026 edition before it pulled
out citing huge costs. With
Glasgow operating on an
extremely tight budget, the
organisers chose torestrict the
Games to just four venues.



The 2026 Commonwealth Games (CWG), to be held in Glasgow, has dropped six of the 12 sports in which India won
medals in the 2022 edition.

These six sports contributed to 37 out of India's total 61 medals.

The dropped sports include badminton, cricket, hockey, squash, table tennis, and wrestling.

This decision follows the earlier exclusion of shooting and archery from the 2022 Birmingham CWG.
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The 2026 CWG will feature only 10 sports, with around 3,000 athletes, compared
to the 2022 edition.

The sports that remain include athletics, boxing, para-sports, swimming, artistic
gymnastics, cycling, and basketball variants.

2026 CWG H shdel 10 Wel 891 3R 39H o[THT 3,000 Telle fgedr
o9 A fPU T Well & vafesdy, Sitegdr, WRr-raey, Eafd,
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The decision has sparked criticism from Indian sports officials, as these excluded sports
have been key medal prospects for India.

For instance, badminton legend Pullela Gopichand expressed deep disappointment.

The organizers made this decision as a cost-cutting measure, as Glasgow operates on a
tight budget.

The CWG will take place from July 23 to August 2, 2026.
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POPULATION GROWTH IS NOW
FALLING EVERYWHERE, STEEPLY

@ In the early 1990s Kerala had fertility rate of 2 and UP’s was
4.8. By 2021, Kerala's rate fell to 1.8 and UP's to 2.4 — the gap
has steeply narrowed between south and north India, even
though 4 states — including Maharashtra — now account

for 49% of all newborns.

® Decline in fertility

is now a reality for

the most populous /_\
states, too. In 2019,

only Bihar and UP had  Bihar ol
above-replacement- ~ Meghalaya = 3.

level fertility with S uUpP

MP, Rajasthan and  Jharkhand
Maharashtra at or =
below replacement Manipur
level MP

® Thus, southern  Rajasthan
states may find - Assam
they have fewer Gujarat
reasons to fear being

s - Haryana
‘penalised’ over y

dipping population ~ Kerala

since most statesare ~ Tamil Nadu 25| 18| 18
experiencing similar | Telangana | 18
declines  Andhra 26| 18| 17
®Nocountryinthe Himachal - 30| 19| 17

world has reversed : e e ;

population decline, be Karnataka 29 2‘1 ............ 1' 7 .....
it China or European ~ Maharashtra | 29 | 21 | 17
countries. The once Delhi i 30 | 21 PoXA
one-child Chinais now  punjab o9 20| 16

encouraging couples t0 \vact Bengal |
go fOI’ three kidS, 9 e 29 ......... 2'3 ........ 1'6 :

but reports suggest NFHS data

there are not many
takers for it




LOWER SHARE OF CENTRAL FUNDS

Even if the amount of funds received
by each state has been rising, relative
shares have changed

Shares o tates | Finance Commissions

L‘}",::;'“"*"s(%,  13th (201015) lSth (2021-26)

up | 197 ——— 179

e e

e

| WestBengal | 73 en——

'Maharashtra | 52 es———— o 3
B a1
“

‘Rajasthan | 59 6.0
TamilNadu | 50 ,
Framm =
e
' Telangana -
Kemla | 23 Sy

@ The weightage of population in the formula for
deciding states’ share has fallen from 80-90%
in the first seven Finance Commissions to
15% in the 15th Finance Commission

® The 14th Finance Commission had
used the ‘demographic change’ criteria —
factoring in migration and age structure — to calculate
states’ share in govt revenues. It led to a dramatic drop
in the share of Andhra (Telangana was carved out of it in
2014), and a smaller drop for Tamil Nadu

@ The 15th Finance Commission added a criterion of
‘demographic performance’ to address concerns among
states over being ‘penalised’ for population control

® The 16th Finance Commission recommendations
are due in 2025




South India’s Ageing
Population



 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister pointed to a declining fertility
rate in southern states, which has dropped to 1.6—well below
the national average of 2.1.

* Trends in Southern India Population

* Declining Fertility Rates: Southern Indian states like Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala have already reached or
are nearing replacement-level fertility (2.1 children per
woman). For instance:
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Andhra Pradesh achieved this in 2004.

Kerala reached this level as early as 1988.

These states have significantly lower fertility rates compared
to Northern India, contributing to slower population growth.




« Aging Population: With lower fertility rates and increasing
life expectancy, the population in Southern India is aging
rapidly:

« Kerala’s 60+ population is projected to rise from 13% in 2011 to
23% by 2036.

 Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu are also witnessing a similar
demographic shift, creating a growing proportion of elderly residents.



 Population Growth Contribution: Southern states are
projected to contribute only 9% to India’s total population
growth from 2011 to 2036. In contrast, Northern states like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar will account for a much larger share of
India’s future population growth.

* Internal Migration and Workforce: Due to declining birth rates
and a shrinking working-age population, Southern states
are becoming more reliant on migrants from Northern
India to fill labor shortages and maintain economic growth.



POPULATION BY PERCENTAGE IN DIFFERENT AGE BRACKETS

INDIA 2011 2036 (PROJECTED)

O-14years 309 I 20.1 N

15-59years 60.7 I (4.9 I
60+ years 34 1R 149 N

Andhra Pradesh 2011 2036 Uttar Pradesh 2011 | 2036
0O-14vyears 252 15.7 O-14vyears 36 22
15-59years 648 65.3 15-59years 56.7 66.1
60+ years 101 19 60+ years 7.3 119

Source: Population Projection by Ministry of Health and Family Wellare




Egypt: 2nd country in 2024
to be declared ‘malaria-

free’ O




The World Health Organization (WHO) has certified Egypt as malaria-free.

Do you know ?

— Certification is granted when a country can prove that indigenous malaria
transmission has been interrupted nationwide for at least three consecutive years and
has the capacity to prevent re-establishment.

— Egypt is the second country, after Cabo Verde, to achieve this status in 2024 and the
fifth in Africa.



« Malaria has been documented in Egypt since 4000 B.C.E., with historical genetic
evidence found in mummies.

* The disease was particularly concentrated in Nile river communities due to
favorable mosquito breeding conditions.



Malaria

Malaria is a life-threatening disease, I1s caused by the Plasmodium parasite and
transmitted through bites from infected female Anopheles mosquitoes.

It is most prevalent in tropical and subtropical regions, including sub-Saharan
Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America.

The most deadly species is Plasmodium falciparum, but Plasmodium vivax is
the most widespread.



 After entering the human body, the parasite multiplies in the liver and then
Infects red blood cells

« Symptoms: Fever, headache, chills,Fatigue, confusion, seizures, difficulty
breathing, jaundice, and dark urine.

* Prevention Strategies :

« Vector Control: Key strategies include insecticide-treated nets (ITNs) and
iIndoor residual spraying (IRS), though resistance to insecticides is emerging.

 R21/Matrix-M Vaccine: Recommended in October 2023, further enhancing
prevention efforts.

« Chloroquine: Effective for P. vivax in sensitive regions, often supplemented
with Primaquine to prevent relapses.



Global and Indian Efforts

Global Malaria Program: Launched by WHO with a strategy to reduce malaria
Incidence and mortality by 90% by 2030.

E-2025 Initiative: Aimed at halting malaria transmission in 25 countries by 2025.

India’s National Vector-Borne Disease Control Programme
(NVBDCP): Focuses on multiple vector-borne diseases, including malaria,
through integrated measures.



2024 Index of
Economic Freedom O



The Fraser Institute has released the 2024 Economic Freedom of the World
Report, which assesses economic freedom in 165 jurisdictions.

About

The report ranks Hong Kong, Singapore, and Switzerland as the top three
regions with the highest levels of economic freedom for the year 2022. India’s
rank is 84th.

It is based on 42 variables, covering areas such as government size, property
rights, monetary policy, and trade freedom.



* The report highlights a global decline in economic
freedom over the past three years.

« Countries with high economic freedom show significantly better
economic outcomes. For example, their GDP per capita is on
average 7.6 times greater than that of countries with low
economic freedom.

* Other benefits in these countries include longer life
expectancy, lower poverty rates, and higher happiness levels.



SPADEX (Space
Docking Experiment) O



A private entity based in Hyderabad, has delivered two 400 kg
satellites to ISRO for its upcoming Space Docking Experiment.

 About SPADEX (Space Docking Experiment)

 The goal of SPADEX Is to enable two spacecraft, a ‘Chaser’
and a ‘Target, to autonomously dock in orbit, demonstrating
precision, navigation, and control—skills crucial for assembling

space stations, refueling, and transferring astronauts and cargo
INn space.



* The development of docking systems dates back to the Cold
War, with the Soviet Union achieving the first successful
docking in space in 1967, followed by the USA’s Apollo-
Soyuz Test Project in 1975.

 Since then, docking technology has evolved significantly,
becoming more automated and integral to modern space
mIssions, as seen In Russia’s Soyuz spacecraft, NASA’'s Crew
Dragon, and China’s Tianzhou cargo spacecratft.



Exercise Naseem-
Al-Bahr




 The Indian Navy and the Royal Navy of Oman recently
concluded a bilateral naval exercise, ‘Naseem-Al-Bahr’ off the
coast of Goa.

 About

* Initiated in 1993, the exercise was conducted in two phases:
the harbour phase and the sea phase.

 The exercise reaffirms India’s commitment to constructive
collaboration and mutual growth with like-minded nations In
the Indian Ocean Region.



 Oman is a crucial pillar of India’s West Asia Policy and its oldest regional
strategic partner.

« Also, Oman is the first Gulf country with which all the three wings of India’s
defense forces hold joint exercises.

 The exercise Eastern Bridge is conducted between the Air Force of the two
countries, while the exercise Al-Najah is conducted between the Army of

the two countries.



Word of the day

Defenestration:
the act of throwing someone or something out
of a window

S}I’HD MY IMS: riddance, ejection, expulsion

Usa £.E. He has governed so badly as to deserve
automatic defenestration.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
defenestrationpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /difenr'stierf(a)n/




COMPLETE
GK/GS
GCOURSE

By Bhunesh Sir

GCURRENT
AFFAIRS

By Bhunesh Sir

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS
@COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024)

CURRENT AFFAIRS @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) gggLTICTD\BV

$360°'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED e
100al- _ %) ZECONOMICS

Offer Date

12 &13 OCT. , T1559/- T599/-
USE CODE-B70 CALL FOR SUPPORT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE - B70

CLASS24




> C Mm 25 class24.study/railway/courses % W © ' A (.

@ Class24 Home Exams v  Current Affairs Buyacourse v  Blog Live Test Aboutus

RAILWAY COURSES

GENERAL SCIENCE & BASIC SCIENCE & ENGG.
v RAILWAY EXAM

RRB ALP/TECHNICIAN ® RRB ALP/Technician

For All ITI Trade Exam

L h ] é FOR ALL ITI TRADE EXAM pE—
< COMPLETE TRADE THEORY i ¥ Mechanical/Automobile
SCIENCE SPECIAL ¥ complete engineering Drawing : ECLECTRICIAN i)
& complete general science B © Fitter/Welder/ Turer
RRB ALP & TECHNICIAN & MCQ's for each topics = ® ELECTRICIAN FIELD g © Diesel/Heat Engine/rac
% & practice ( theoretical & numerical ) ®¢ »f®> CLASS2A © NUMERICAL SESSION © Tractor Mechanic
For RRB ALP 20 { j printable COTplele notes ( pdf's) 4 0 °/ o F F ®PYQS Z999/-7 799/~ © Numerical Session shubham Sir
° ncert examplar (¢} ® HINDI+ ENGLISH NOTES Q@ rvas
JOIN NOW 150+ hourse video course ©RECORDED CLASSES USE CODE © Hindi+English Notes .
/ e —— USE CODE: R40 ®REVISION / MODULE TRADE © Rogular Livo Classos Cosirae Fo:
WWW.CLASS24.STUDY Voo = i = R 999/~ ¥799/-
BASIC SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING COURSE © A d
e e NER/ b
Features : JUNDATION BA |

& General Science by Shipra Ma’am
« Basic Science and Engg by Shubham sir

« Maths by Umesh Sir 1. THEORY + PRACTISE PDF

Deussze

/
& Reasoning by Shubham Sir ©asE o cussu 2. NUMERICALS
 Theory of each and every chapter in detail 3. ALL PHYSICS TOPIC olog
« Printable Notes 600/ OF F 4. ENGE.TOPICS - — .
o mcas (] 5. SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
o 100 Free Test > § LITERACY & ENVIRONMENT erica
. USE CODE: D60 7. 350 QUESTIONS BODKLET “ op EXp dQ or




nank you




