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to regulate industrial alcohol as an ‘intoxicant’
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Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

lateral meeting in five

years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
have welcomed the agree-
ment for a resolution of the
military stand-off at the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) announced earlier
this week, as officials said
they have now “set the pro-
cess in motion for bringing
[India-China] relations
back to a normal path”.

In his opening remarks
on Wednesday, Mr. Modi
told Mr. Xi that maintaining
peace and stability on the
border should be a “priori-
ty” for both sides, but did
not go into details of how
the stand-off began in April
2020, when the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
amassed troops along the
LAC and transgressed the
border, leading to a coun-
ter-deployment by the In-
dian Army.

“We believe that the In-
dia-China relationship is
very important not only for
our people but also for glo-
bal peace, stability and
progress,” Mr. Modi said.

“Maintaining peace and
stability on the border
should remain our priority.
Mutual trust, mutual res-
pect and mutual sensitivity
should remain the basis of
our relations,” he added.

l n their first formal bi-

Stabilising relations
In the talks held on the si-
delines of the ongoing
BRICS summit in Kazan,
the leaders decided to res-
tart dialogue mechanisms
between Foreign Ministers
and other officials to “sta-
bilise and rebuild bilateral
relations” that have been
suspended on most issues
other than the border sit-
uation, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said in a state-
ment after the leaders’
meeting.

They tasked Special Re-

Firm backing: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi ahead of the BRICS
Summit plenary session in Kazan, Russia, on Wednesday. Ap

presentatives on the bor-
der question; National Se-
curity Adviser Ajit Doval
and Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter and senior Politburo
member of the Chinese
Communist Party Wang Yi
were to meet at an “early
date” to take forward the
larger question of resolving
the border dispute.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi had
last met for formal talks in
Mamallapuram and the
BRICS Summit in Brasilia in
2019, and held unsche-
duled interactions at the
G-20 Summit in Indonesia
in 2022, and the BRICS
Summit in South Africa in
2023.

“Both the people in our
two countries and the in-
ternational community are
paying great attention to
our meeting,” Mr. Xi began
his comments, calling on
both India and China as
“ancient civilisations, ma-
jor developing countries,
and important members of
the Global South” to take

bilateral relations in the
“right direction” as they
had historically. “It is im-
portant for both sides to
have more communication
and cooperation, properly
handle our differences and
disagreements to facilitate
each other’s develop-
ment,” he added.

Briefing journalists in
Kazan before departing for
Delhi, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, who had on
Monday first announced
the agreement on “patroll-
ing arrangements” and re-
solution of pending issues,
gave more details of the
breakthrough, although
neither side has yet re-
leased the text of the
agreement.

Mr. Misri said that after
an impasse on the disen-
gagement process in 2022,
both Indian and Chinese of-
ficials had been involved in
trying to find a resolution
in the areas of Depsang and
Demchok. He said that the
“next steps” would involve

“activating” bilateral me-
chanisms on various
fronts.

While stating that the
agreement would “certain-
ly lead to an easing of the
situation along the LAC”,
Mr. Misri declined to com-
ment on whether it would
mean that Indian and Chi-
nese soldiers would now
not need to spend another
“freezing” winter season at
the boundary.

“Iwould defer this ques-
tion to our military leader-
ship because this relates to
operational matters and I
think it would be best that
we let our military leaders
dwell on this particular is-
sue,” he said, also side-
stepping questions about
the resumption of the Kai-
lash-Mansarovar yatra or
the restoration of direct tra-
vel routes between the two
countries until the officials
concerned meet.

When asked whether
Russian President Vladimir
Putin had played a “peace-

making” role in the timing
of the LAC agreement, Mr.
Misri said that both sides
could “certainly thank Rus-
sia for providing the ve-
nue”. If the disengagement
process, followed by the
“de-escalation and de-in-
duction” process, goes
ahead, officials said that
they expect to see meetings
between Mr. Wang and
both Mr. Doval and Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar in the next few
weeks.

While Mr. Modi might
meet Mr. Xi or Chinese Pre-
mier Li Qiang at other mul-
tilateral events in the next
few months, he is also due
to visit China for the SCO
Heads of State Summit in
2025. Mr. Misri said that
Mr. Modi had promised
“India’s full support to Chi-
na’s SCO presidency” next
year during the meeting on
Wednesday.
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* Bilateral Meeting between PM Modi and President Xi

* English: PM Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping held
their first formal bilateral meeting in five years during the BRICS
summit in Kazan, Russia.
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* Resolution on LAC Standoff

* English: Both leaders welcomed the agreement to resolve the military standoff along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), which started in April 2020.
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* Focus on Border Peace

* English: PM Modi emphasized the importance of maintaining peace and stability at the
border for bilateral relations and global peace.
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* Need for Mutual Trust and Respect

* English: PM Modi reiterated the need for mutual trust and respect between India and
China, and emphasized that resolving the border issue should be a priority.
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3TATHAT I SIgUAT 3R el fob TAT faare &1 AT IrafAehar glar
Gl




* Dialogue Between Officials

* English: National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and senior Chinese officials also met to
discuss steps to normalize relations and stabilize the situation in border areas such as

Demchok and Depsang.
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BRICS nations should
strengthen financial
integration, says PM

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India favours greater finan-
cial integration among the
member-countries of the
BRICS grouping, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi de-
clared on Wednesday at
the 16th BRICS meeting in
Kazan.

He placed India’s un-
compromising position on
international terrorism at
the plenary session of the
BRICS summit that blamed
Israel for “unprecedented
escalation of violence” in
Gaza Strip and expressed
“alarm” over the situation
in Lebanon.

“We welcome efforts to
increase financial integra-
tion among BRICS coun-
tries. Trade in local curren-
cies and smooth
cross-border payments will
strengthen our economic
cooperation. The Unified
Payments Interface [UPI]
developed by India is a
huge success story and has
been adopted in many
countries,” said Mr. Modi,
urging more countries to
join India in doing trade in
local currencies or locally
developed payment
mechanisms.

The plan to conduct
trade in local currencies —
away from the powerful
U.S. dollar — has gained
support, especially in the
backdrop of the Russian
military campaign in Uk-
raine that invited Western
sanctions against it.

Reflecting that senti-
ment, the BRICS member-
countries recognised “wi-
despread benefit” of con-
ducting trade in local
currencies, saying, “We
welcome the use of local

Plan to conduct trade in local
currencies has gained support
in the backdrop of sanctions
against Russia. GETTY IMAGES

currencies in financial
transactions between
BRICS countries and their
trading partners. We en-
courage strengthening of
correspondent  banking
networks within BRICS
and enabling settlements
in local currencies in line
with BRICS Cross-Border
Payments Initiative
(BCBPI), which is volun-
tary and non-binding Mr.
Modi reminded the sum-
mit that as BRICS becomes
more assertive in express-
ing collective aspirations, it
should not try to replace
other global institutions.

Common statement
The 16th BRICS summit
that was attended for the
first time by the leader-
ships of new member-
countries Egypt, UAE, Sau-
di Arabia, Ethiopia, and
Iran came out with a com-
mon statement — Kazan
Declaration - that
summed up BRICS’s posi-
tion on challenges facing
the world like conflicts in
Gaza and Ukraine and
creating more “respon-
sive” international finan-
cial architecture.



* Financial Integration Among BRICS Nations

* English: Prime Minister Narendra Modi advocated for stronger financial integration
among BRICS nations during the 16th BRICS meeting in Kazan. He emphasized the
importance of conducting trade in local currencies to enhance cross-border payments

and economic cooperation.
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e Support for Local Currency Trade

* English: The BRICS group recognized the widespread benefit of using local currencies
for trade, especially amid Western sanctions on Russia due to the Ukraine conflict.
Modi highlighted the success of India's Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and
encouraged other countries to adopt similar payment systems.
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* Cross-Border Payments and Banking Networks

* English: Modi stressed the importance of strengthening correspondent banking
networks within BRICS and enabling settlements in local currencies through the BRICS
Cross-Border Payments Initiative (BCBPI).
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maﬁﬁmgﬁﬂnﬁa BCBPI) &b HATEIH § TATHT aqar&ﬁafraaé\?r
TeTH el & Hgcd W S |




e Common Statement on Global Issues

* English: For the first time, the new BRICS members —including Egypt, UAE, and Iran —
released a common statement addressing challenges like the Gaza and Ukraine
conflicts, calling for a more responsive international financial system.
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Supreme Court upholds State legislatures’ right
to regulate industrial alcohol as an ‘intoxicant’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A Constitution Bench of
nine judges, in an 8:1 ma-
jority judgment, upheld
the State legislatures’ right
to regulate industrial
alcohol.

The majority opinion
authored by Chief Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud held that
the phrase “intoxicating li-
quor” in Entry 8 of the
State List in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion would include indus-
trial alcohol within its am-
bit. Entry 8 gives States the
power to regulate the pro-
duction, manufacture,
possession, transport, pur-
chase and sale of “intoxi-
cating liquor”.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna,
in her lone dissent, howev-
er, held that “industrial al-
cohol” cannot be brought
within the ambit of “intoxi-

cating liquor” in Entry 8.
The judge said the States
did not have legislative
competence to regulate in-
dustrial alcohol or dena-
tured spirit.

Multiple States had chal-
lenged the Centre’s posi-
tion that it had exclusive
control over industrial al-
cohol. The Centre had
traced its power to Entry
52 of the Union List.

Entry 52 says “indus-
tries, the control of which
by the Union is declared by
Parliament by law to be ex-
pedient in public interest”.

‘Public interest’

“Entry 8 of List II is based
on public interest. It seeks
to enhance the scope of
the Entry beyond potable
alcohol. This is inferable
from the use of the phrase
‘intoxicating’ and other ac-
companying words in the
Entry. Alcohol is inherent-

ly a noxious substance that
is prone to misuse affecting
public health at large. En-
try 8 covers alcohol that
could be used noxiously to
the detriment of public
health. This includes alco-
hol such as rectified spirit,
ENA [extra neutral alco-
hol] and denatured spirit
which are used as raw ma-
terials in the production of
potable alcohol and other
products,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud held in the
majority opinion.

The primary questions

Entry 8 of List
Q IL... seeks to
enhance the scope of the
Entry beyond potable
alcohol. This is inferable
from the use of the
phrase ‘intoxicating’

D. Y. CHANDRACHUD
Chief Justice of India

referred to the nine-judge
Bench included whether
Entry 52 in the Union List
overrode Entry 8 of the
State List and if the expres-
sion ‘intoxicating liquors’
in Entry 8 of List II includ-
ed alcohol other than pota-
ble alcohol.

The Supreme Court
held that Entry 8 was both
an industry-based as well
as a product-based entry in
the State List. It covered
the regulation of everyth-
ing from the raw materials
to the consumption of ‘in-

toxicating liquor’. “The
Parliament cannot occupy
the field of the entire in-
dustry merely by issuing a
declaration under Entry 52
of List I,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud held.

The State Legislature’s
competence to make laws
on industries under Entry
24 of the State List was de-
nuded only to the extent of
the field covered specifical-
ly by a Parliamentary law
under Entry 52 of the Un-
ion List, the majority on
the Bench agreed.

The term ‘intoxicating li-
quor’ in Entry 8 should be
given a definition as broad
as possible, the CJI wrote.
“That is, alcoholic beverag-
es that produce intoxica-
tion. All the judgments in-
terpreted the expression to
cover alcohol that could be
noxiously used to the detri-
ment of health,” he ex-
plained.



e Supreme Court's Verdict on State Legislatures' Right

* English: The Supreme Court, in a 9-judge bench decision, ruled in an 8:1 majority that
State legislatures have the right to regulate industrial alcohol as an "intoxicant." The
decision upheld that the phrase "intoxicating liquor" in Entry 8 of the State List in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution includes industrial alcohol within its ambit.
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* Centre vs State Legislative Competence

* English: The States challenged the Centre's claim that it had exclusive control over
industrial alcohol under Entry 52 of the Union List, which covers industries regulated
for public interest. The Court concluded that the State has the right to regulate alcohol

beyond potable alcohol.
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e Public Interest and Health Concerns

* English: The Court emphasized that industrial alcohol can be a harmful substance and
poses risks to public health. It ruled that the regulation of industrial alcohol by the
State is crucial for controlling its misuse, and Entry 8 covers alcohol used in products
like rectified spirit and extra neutral alcohol (ENA).
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* Clarification on the Term "Intoxicating Liquor"

* English: Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud explained that the term "intoxicating liquor"
should be broadly interpreted to include all forms of alcohol, not just potable alcohol,
and it encompasses any alcohol that could negatively affect public health.
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Union List Concurrent List State List

Central government Both Central and State Government

has power to make State government has power to make

laws. jointly make laws laws

* Defence * Education * Police

* Banking * Forest * Trade

* Currency * Trade * Agriculture

* Foreign affaires * Marriage * lrrigation
Communication * Adoption

Succession




CentRE STATE ﬁemﬁous
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Constitution of India

Union List
[ncludes subjects
like.

[ Defense

—

I
|
|
' Atomic
! Energy
/¢ Forelign
Affairs ‘
War and |
Peace
Banking
Railways |
| Post and i
Telegraph
Airwvays
‘ Ports
| Foreign Trade
. Currency &
I Coinage

-

e

!Union Leglslature
| alone can make

| laws on these

i matters. ’

e ———

State List |
| Includes subjects ,
like

| Agricullure i

VR

- Police
Prison
Local
Government
. Public Heath
'” Land
| = Liquor
Trade and
Commerce
Livestock
and Animal
Husbandry
State Public |
Services

|
|
|
|

;
I
| Normally only the I‘
‘State Legislature |
can make laws on
‘these matters

|
|

!

Residuary Powers

g S

e e

Concurrent
List
Includes
subjects like,

2 Education
1 Transfer of
Property

other than

Agricultural ?

land

Forests
J  Trade

Unions

7 Adulteration

Adoption
and
Succession

&\

Both Union and

Stalce
Legislature
alone can make
laws on these
mallers.

Include all other matters not mentioned in any of the Lists.

Il Cyber Laws

Union Legislature alone has the power to legislate on such

matters

|

|
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Jamants ana Rashmer Peoplss DEMOCratk Pary pre
TAa s K0T Teats e T rembets o1 Shan s D3t a1

India-Pakistan talks
must to end Kashmir
bloodshed: Mehbooba

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Former Jammu & Kashmir
Chief Minister and People's
Democratic Party presi-
dent Mel ufti on
wednesday said dialogue

blish peace and stability in
Kashrmir.

Ms. Muft, who visited
the family of the doctor
who was killed in the Ga-

the lines of the peace ef-
forts initated by former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the situation will
only worsen

calling for “a swift dia-
logue with Pakistan to stop
the bloodshed in J&K™, Ms.
Mufii said the prolonged
enmity has “made pe-
ople of Kashmir pay a
cost™.

“mot only people of

munity with dedication,

have become wvictims of

this hostiliey” s
ch

ecent statement
of NE ehiet Faroog Abdul-

advocated dialogue with
now

Pakistan
changed thelr stance

Ganderbal attacker caught
on CCTYV; security tightened

JEK Lieutenant-Governor directs the

ice to st

secw

¢ around key infrastructure

projects and protect workers: security forces remain on high alert to prevent further incidents

opened fire at L2 ci-
ltns st it seven dead
the Gagangser area of
et i e
October 20 has
caught on camera. Mean-
while,
Kashsmi

nor directed the 18K Police
to beef up security for in-
frastructure projects.
inary reports sug-
gestecd one of the attackers

the Union Territory of La-
dakh. The camera installed
ar the construction site
captured the face of one of

after the attack. They sus-
pect the amtackers could be
hiding in the flanks of the

Swif action: J&K Licutenant-Governer Manaj Sinha during a meeting with senicr afficists of the palic

and administration to

been put an high alert in
the Valley after the attack.
This is the first such major
attack In Ja&K since the
Centre ended J&AK's

ries of targeted attacks on
minorities and non-local
workers. Howewver, an in-
frastructure project and its
workers have come under

It was agtended by Di-
rector-Ceneral  of
ice Malin Prabhat: Prinei-

mar Birdi; Principal Secre-

on upscaling the security
of infrastructure projects
in -

The police have also

review the security situation in Kashmir dhision of the Linjon Territory.

been directed to conduct
security audits of infras-
trucrure projects, set up
eck-
pcun[s at the n;q;m
points, and increase night
patrolling  and  area
domination.
“The police must ensure

perpetrators
ing and abewing terrorists
requires to be completely
dismantled,” the

nant Governor said

Questions remain on

patrolling agreement
with China: Congress

MEW DELHI

4s Frime Minister Naren-
-2 Modi

gidem xd Jmpl.ng ‘et & b

Eress secretary

(LAC). He asked the go-
wernment to take the peo-
ple of 1 into confi-

“The Foreign Secretary
has said thar this is leading
to  disengagement  and
evenmually a resolution of
the issues that had arisen
in these areas in 2020

the e
tore the status qua ante as

Jairam Ramesh

it existed in March 2020,
Mr. Ramesh said.

na® He said the Prime Mi-
nister's statement was an
insult to the 20 brave In-

dian soldiers who made
the supreme sacrifice dur-
ing the Galwan clashes.

Cyberfraud losses could
amount to 0.7% of GDP,
projects Ministry’s study

Wijaita S
EW DELH

Indians are likely to lose

r government of-
fcial it according to
the 14C study, mule bank

could_potentially siphon
off 0.7% of the country
GO,

“A majority of the de-
frauded money is being ta-
ken out of the country and
st seams have origins in
China or_Chinese-linked
entities. There are domes-
tically Tun  scams

where money s

The gavernment has identified
scam compaunds” in Sauth
East Asian countries.

Hindu. the investigating

niifies around
4,000 mule bank accounts
each day.

The Citizen Financial
Cyber Fraud Reporting
and Managemen: System
of 14C has identified 15
ATM hotspots across the
country from where mo-

the debit cards of muale ae

counts in Dubai, Hong
Kong, Banghkok, and
Russia

The gavernment has
identified  “scam
poumds- i Seuth Fast

Asian countries such as
Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Laos which resemble call
centres and have emerged
s 2 hoh of krestment

Fraudsters
Chading 3 large by
from india — make calls to
unsuspecting people from
Indian mobile phone mm-
bers and dupe people of
thelr money. The odﬁcul
d that scam

ounds
e Ben recantly ident.
fied in Azerbaljan.

The Home Minisiry is
likely to convene a mestng
‘with the Union Finance Mi-
misery_snd the Reserve
Bank of india 1o deve
mechandsm to rein i mule
accounts.

“The bank officials have
‘o alert i they see unusual-
Iy high-value transactions
In accounts which have
low balances or belang to
salaried people.

Frauded morey s usu:lly
parked in these accounts
before being taken out of
the country in the form of

Provide incentives
for industry on a par
with hill States: Mann

CHANDIGARH

Punjab  Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Wednesday sought incen-
tives for the State's indus-
ry ar the same level seen
% " nelghbouring

States as he bared for in-
dustrial growth in Punjab
before a_high-level NTTI

ee

Punjab being a
State should be given the
status of ‘ease of
business' on the lines of
the hilly States

backbone of the State's

Aayog team in
speaking at the naugu-
ral sesslon of a workshop
on icra, Small and Medy.
um Enterprises (MSMED ex-
ports as drivers of growth
far Punjab’, Mr. Mann said
that it was the need of hour
1o provide subsidies and

e 1o
incentives to hilly areas,”

sad
He sabd MSMES wese the

nterprise  that
thrives in ndian

MSMES evolved into
strong es over

the low capital require-
ent

Centre tightens norms
for disability certificates;
activists seek withdrawal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Union go-
vernment notified amend-

ments o the K r-
sons  with  Disabilities
Rules, ing  the
norms tting a disabil-

v g
ity certificate, the National
Platform for the Rights of
the Dissbled (VPRD) on

sday  dencunced
them and called for their
withadr.

e M0 said the
amendments “are regres-
sive in nature and will onky
add to the already existing
hurdles for genine per-

Amendments canwe in
the wake of the row
over Puja Khedkar,

disability certificate

er accused of faking her

ns.

‘The new rules will re-
quire people with disabill-
ties to mandatorily submit
proof of identicy.

Eeneration capability, and
potential of sus-

o ger
cerdﬁad 5o essential for

tainable economic growth,
shared prosperity, and po-
verty reduction. Punjab
has been a front runner
State in every field, wheth-
er iz was the national free-
dom struggle, making the

self-reliant in food
production, or safeguard-
ing the bordess of coun-
ery~ e sabd.

services amnd entitle-
et

government nat-
fied the Sl smrendmn
in an’ Barasedinary Ga-
zette published on October
E

The amendments to the
rules came in the wake of
the row over Puja Khedkar,
a dismissed 145 probation”

the time taken to process
each application from one
to three

The mmsended mules siea

authority concerned is un-
Iblemdecldeonkﬂnamr

—  following
whl.ch (he applicant will

have to Teapply of ap-
rity

s be b
for sion of the
process. The number of

fake certificates being is-
sued 15 a wery small percen-
tage of the total number of
d.lsabl.l.l(y certificates being
lssued. and similar faws
exist I almost all systems
documentation in India.
Thus, the response of mak-
Ing the process moge strin-
gent and difficult is totally
fAawed,” he added.

UK. to invest Y205 cr.
to help fight plastic
pollution in Bengal

Movurie Som
KOLKATA

British  International In-
vestment (BLD, the UK. go-

the State, and will enable
the social Inclusion of over
10,000 waste-pickers in
the region in the waste ag-
gregation process.” said In-

finance institution, has
committed an investment
of 2205 crore to help fight
plastic pollation in West
Bengal

On_ wednesday, Bl
signed a memorandum of
undesstanding with Mag-
pec Folymers in Kolkara

rming & 2205 crore
524 millions debt invest.
ment in the form of a bong-
term loan towards the ex-
pansion of Magpet's PET-
bottle recycling facility in

aragpur.
“It will create over 300
direct job oppormunities in

CEO of Magpet. This plant

will become the first of its

kind i India

The facility will use Eu-
ology from

the most pressing issues of

missioner  to and
Northeast mdia, Andren
ming, said.

Fle
»

Germany prepared to discuss Ariha case: envoy

MEW DELHE

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz will be prepared to
discuss the issue of three-

tles, when e visits India
this week, German
sador Philipp

orities in 2021, over snegx
tions that she had

physically abused nd had
sustained grievous injuries
while in their care. Alth-

her father,
Shah, an engineer
in G . and her moth-

maker, and Ariha herself
are all Indian citizens, a

said on Wednesday. He ad-
dexd that the gover nment in
Berlin “continues to work
to find a satisfactory solu-
tion for the future of the
child”.

Ariha's  parens  and
members of the Jain com-
municy are urging he bl

nis External Affairs
et push for a solu-

custody by German suth-

she would live in foster
care i Cormmny ] she
turns

Language training

In response to a question
during a briefing on Mr.
Scholz's visit, slated to take

lin, they had been able to
procure an “in-principle”
SEreement Ariha

A German

Germany unkR she turms 18, SPECAL

would receive tralning in

culture as she grows up
with a foster parent.

have achieved
i the couple of
months is: this language
training  in-principle s
there, an exposure to [In-
dian] culture is there, and

rm.
said, referring to Arihas

at Ariha wauld I
HARAMSEMENT

participation in the Pary-
ushan celebrations, and
her interactions with a
priestwho flew from Mum-
bai to teach her some ri-
tuals.

The shahs are also al-
lowed to meer their

monitored | by German
SME Scholz will arrive in

Delhi late on Thursday

address the 5th Asla-Packf-

Endian Space Research Or-

Restrictions
removed on
non-basmati
rice exports

o

PABATORE

The Disectorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) has
removed the mininum ex-
port price for non-basmark

ation on Wed-
export_ price on non-bas-

mani whire rice with imme-
diate effece T‘hE Revenue

space Agency.

T cermann  sabd
there is a “clear possibili-
ty™ thas India will rase Ari-
ha's case dusing these
talks, making it clear that
the Germans are “pre-
pared to  answer any

queries=.
D

Tue:
removed the sxpart duty
on parbodled rice.

exports in 2022, With the

ations issued, the ex-
port of non-basmatl white
rice

and parboiled rice is
afy restrictions.




Cyberfraud losses could
amount to 0.7% of GDP,
projects Ministry’s study

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Indians are likely to lose
over ¥1.2 lakh crore over
the next year to cyber-
frauds, shows a projection
made by the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination
Centre (I4C), which runs
under the Union Home
Ministry.

A senior government of-
ficial said that according to
the 14C study, mule bank
accounts are one of the sig-
nificant contributors to the
online financial scams that
could potentially siphon
off 0.7% of the country’s
GDP.

“A majority of the de-
frauded money is being ta-
ken out of the country and
most scams have origins in
China or Chinese-linked
entities. There are domes-
tically run scams too,
where money is with-
drawn from ATMs after
jumping through several
accounts,” the official said.

According to a presenta-
tion by I4C, seen by The

The government has identified
“scam compounds” in South
East Asian countries.

Hindu, the investigating
agency identifies around
4,000 mule bank accounts
each day.

The Citizen Financial
Cyber Fraud Reporting
and Management System
of 14C has identified 18
ATM hotspots across the
country from where mo-
ney was fraudulently with-
drawn. Cash withdrawals
have also been reported
from overseas ATMs using
the debit cards of mule ac-

counts in Dubai, Hong
Kong, Bangkok, and
Russia.

The government has
identified “scam com-
pounds” in South East

Asian countries such as
Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Laos which resemble call
centres and have emerged
as a hub of investment
scams. Fraudsters — in-
cluding a large number
from India — make calls to
unsuspecting people from
Indian mobile phone num-
bers and dupe people of
their money. The official
said that scam compounds
have been recently identi-
fied in Azerbaijan.

The Home Ministry is
likely to convene a meeting
with the Union Finance Mi-
nistry and the Reserve
Bank of India to develop a
mechanism to rein in mule
accounts.

“The bank officials have
to alert if they see unusual-
ly high-value transactions
in accounts which have
low balances or belong to
salaried people. The de-
frauded money is usually
parked in these accounts
before being taken out of
the country in the form of
cryptocurrency,” the offi-
cial said.







Critical Infrastructure in India: Recent Cyberattacks & Security Incidents

Aviation Banking
Ransomware attack Indian banks reported 248
// grounds SpiceJet flights, /, successful data breaches

passengers stranded for 4 between June 2018 &
hours March 2022

Aviation

Air India data servers
targeted by cyberattack
- affecting 4.5M customers

Power

Malware attack
causes 10-hour

blackout in
Mumbai, Thane

=

Disaster |

Telecom Oil/Energy

(( )) Oil India Limited suffers
ransomware attack which
knocks off company's IT

systems

Management ﬁ

Goa's flood monitoring
system hit by
ransomware °

Over 2M Airtel users’
personal data
compromised




SECURITY SNAG

The Centre said reports claiming data can be accessed from a Telegram
bot “are without any basis and mischievous in nature”

Big data breaches in India

Apr 2022: A Russian malware May 2022: Chinese hackers hit

planted from a server in Nigeria the Indian power grid during Dec

was used to bring down Qil 2021-Feb 2022, According to the

India's system in Assam Centre, the attempts failed
_\,-a-"* ol

May 2021: N Mar 2023:
Domino’s India \ A ‘x/— Drug major Sun

discloses a data : Ph::!:“rma repqrted
breach. Details of an "information

180 mn orders and
1 mn credit cards

security incident”

were said to be ( 6 June: AlIMS, New
leaked \ ) Delhi. was hit by the
/. / second cyberattack
T : - within a year. A
Feb 2021: Air India \_/ cyberattack disrupted
experienced a cyberattack . e G rieaiin

that affected about
A5 mn customers November 2022

MAJOR JOLT
THE databreachhas - THE Centre hasbeen - A leak from CoWin
comeasamajorjolt - buildingdigital public : would mean weak-

to the government * infrastructure (DPI)  * ness in this DPI



* English: A study by the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) under the Union
Home Ministry projects that Indians are likely to lose over X1.2 lakh crore to cyber
frauds in the next year, amounting to 0.7% of the country's GDP.
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* Role of Mule Bank Accounts

* English: Mule bank accounts are a major contributor to these financial scams, with
around 4,000 such accounts identified daily. These accounts are used to siphon off the
money, which is often withdrawn from ATMs across different countries like Dubai,

Hong Kong, and Russia.
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* International Scam Compounds

* English: The government has identified scam compounds in South East Asian countries
like Cambodia, Myanmar, and Laos, which resemble call centers and serve as hubs for
fraudulent activities. Some scam compounds have also been found in Azerbaijan.
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* Government Measures

* English: The Home Ministry plans to convene a meeting with the Union Finance
Ministry and the Reserve Bank of India to develop a mechanism to control mule
accounts. Bank officials have been instructed to monitor suspiciously high transactions
in low-balance or salaried accounts.
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Thussday, Octaber 24, 2024
CHENNAI

Ministry to provide hourly

weather forecasts for villages

hayati Raj B ¢, in collaborat
with the India Mt omological Depastent, will
an Thursday launch a new initiative to provide
gram panchaysts with daily weather forecasting
and provision to check hourly westher forecasts.
The Ministry, in 2press release, said the mniriatve

ed at enhanc o deal
with rel cliaapors e el the s, B
would help promote mustalnable agricubtural
practices, making rural population mos
climate-resifiont and bester equipped to eackle

Heny will b

available on the digital platﬁ)m e-GramSwaraj
and mobile application Merl Panchayat.

Union government integrates
12 schemes on eShram portal

The Union government™s “eShram-One Stop

site. The Centre has also

that at the click of a burten, those register
from the uncnganised sector anto the portal gex
-all the facilities in one place. To ensure

reach, we are offering services in some regional
languages” a senior government official said.

during  Thursday  and
Friday.

“We hope to shifi 10
lakh people to cyclone

shelters where all sérvices
will be made available,”
Diisas.

&
ponsibilicy w guard their
propertie
iy e ———
Department bulletin sald
into a

ana West Rengal crasin
berween Purl and Sagar is-
land close ro Bhirarkantka
a with a wind
Sl gtings 120 kg 1t
said heavy to very heavy

Staying ashere: Fishermen at Chandrabhaga beach in Konark,
Odisha with cyclane Dana clasing in on the 00358, BISmARAN AN RO UT

11 em on Thursday.
M. TS that
apart from a 24-hour con-

nugaly.
Four coasal districts —
Kendrap, Balasore, Ja-
g:(sl.nghpm and Bhadrak

Forest officials

A million people to be moved
out of Dana’s path in Odisha

and snakes that may so
inte human serlements in
the event of storm surges
and heavy rainfall

Multiple steps in Bengal

‘Germany has given
India special status
for military purchase’

MEW DELHL

cvals for military
purchases can be acceler-
ated, German Ambassador

In West Bengal, due to the | Wednesday, addi

clonic  storm’s  effect, e German seller was
south, have seen | awaiting the Indian gowvern-
rainfall, owvercast - | ment oo complere B deci-
doms, and

The government is tak-

pur, ar
Bakkhall to wravel back m
their homes 1o accl-

dents. All shops in coastal
areas have been

In a statement, the De-

o respond switdy o any
emergency situatio

Chief sinister Mamata
Banerjes said the govern-
miens was fully prepared o
handle the effects of the cy-
clone

=y reg::d ta the Pt
submarine d

conventonal  submarines

Having
completed the feld evalia-
tion trials, the bids are now
under evaluation for tech-
nical compliance.

industry s
Haca, It ks basseally & priv-

isha — Kendrapara, - near the Bhitarkanika Na-
drak. Jagamsinghipur, cut-  tonal park in
ek, Puri, M the forest division has de

nj.
Jajpur — were
]llel)- o rechve wary by

rainfall berween 7 cm and threat of crocodiles

Al
have been . and
State-run sc im el
ple districts will remain
chosed.

. bur we are ve-
ry clearly commited to
ke these deals possible.
So if the Indian armed fore
€5 want to buy semething

Philipp Ackermann

from German companies,
what you have now is a fo-
cus paper in the German

m
That approval time ks mach
accelerated.” the German
‘ervvoy said at a press confe-
rence ahead of the Chan-
cellors visit.

Regarding subma-
rine deal, Mr. Ackermann
said it was now up to the
Indian  government to
make a deciston. The Ge

government wil
Teady v engage b
this deal

“But an in-principle de-

ciston has to be taken be-

be
in

shon
ney is invalved_
While an Indian Navy
team visited the TKMS shi-
rd in March for field

was ucted at the end

Retiring CJI withdraws from
hearing in marital rape case

NEW DELEI

Chief Justice of India DY,

b
Justice DU Chandrachud

quiring extensive aral sub-
missions by

Eovernme

Chief jusl:k:e Chandra-
chud found that there were
still more lawyers seeking
time to argue in the case.
Ele said the Bench could
not stop anyene from pui-
Forward thei

several senior lawyers on
h sides seeking a
each o make their submis-
slons in court.
Senior advocates Gopal
Sankaranasayanan, Rakesh
Trvivedi, Indira Jaising and

woul
day each to raise detailed
arguments. Mr. Mehta, ar- b
iuing for the Centre, said

of the Deepavali

olidays.
October 25 is the final

wall wacations. The court

reseeable furure.” the CIf
remarked orally

The three-judgs Bench,
including Justices 1.5, Par-
diwala

and Chief jussice of India-
d

India close to finalising industry
carbon targets ahead of COP meet

T
NEW DELHE

In the run-up to the 3g9th
edition of the Conference
of Parties (COP in aku,
Aze n, next month,
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¥ targets
s S niot afteial
the Union Environment
Ministry told The Hindu on
Wednesday.
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Gujarat Police
file theft case
against jailed
Jjournalist

ARMEDABAL

The Cujarat Police have re-
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Mahesh Langs. the Cuiarat
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die, who was earlier arress-
el in 5 GET scam case, gl
lowing the recovery of
some documents of the
Cujarat  Maritime Board
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came in human form and
klled him_

Kumbhakarna wanted to ask for a world withowt devas.
But saraswathi made him ask for never ending sleep.
vibhishana prayed that no maser whar happened. he
should never move away from dharma. So, he advised Ra-
wana to return Sita to Bama.

When Ravana refused, Vibhishana could no longer stay
in Lanka.




‘Germany has given
India special status
for military purchase’

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Germany has accorded a
special status to India so
that approvals for military
purchases can be acceler-
ated, German Ambassador
Philipp Ackermann said on
Wednesday, adding that
the German seller was
awaiting the Indian govern-
ment to complete its deci-
sion-making processes
with regard to the P-751
submarine deal.

The multi-billion dollar
deal will top the agenda
during this week’s visit to
India by German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz and over
the weekend when Span-
ish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez is due to visit.

Germany’s TKMS (Thys-
senkrupp Marine Systems)
and Navantia of Spain are
the two contenders in the
fray to sell six advanced
conventional submarines
to the Indian Navy, in a
deal estimated at over
43,000 crore. Having
completed the field evalua-
tion trials, the bids are now
under evaluation for tech-
nical compliance.

“The German defence
industry is mostly priva-
tised. It is basically a priv-
ate business, but we are ve-
ry clearly committed to
make these deals possible.
So if the Indian armed fore-
es want to buy something

Philipp Ackermann

from German companies,
what you have now is a fo-
cus paper in the German
Cabinet that is looking ve-
1y, very favourably at these
purchases, and that means
that approval time is much
accelerated,” the German
envoy said at a press confe-
rence ahead of the Chan-
cellor’s visit.

Regarding the subma-
rine deal, Mr. Ackermann
said it was now up to the
Indian government to
make a decision. The Ger-
man government will be
ready to engage formally in
this deal.

“But an in-principle de-
cision has to be taken be-
fore entering,” he said,
terming it a heavy deci-
sion, because a lot of mo-
ney is involved.

While an Indian Navy
team visited the TKMS shi-
pyard in March for field
evaluation trials, the eval-
uation of Navantia’s offer
was conducted at the end
of June.



Germany grants India special status for military purchases

English: Germany has given India a special status for military purchases to expedite the
approval process, as per German Ambassador Philipp Ackermann.

This status is expected to fast-track the decision-making process for a multi-billion
dollar deal involving P-751 submarines, which is currently under review by the Indian
government.

Two companies, Germany's Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) and Spain’s
Navantia, are competing for the 43,000 crore deal.

Field trials for these submarines have been conducted, and technical compliance
evaluations are ongoing.
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* Expedited Approval:

* English: Germany has provided a focus paper that favors fast-tracking military
purchases for India, speeding up the approval timeline.
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e Submarine Deal:

* English: The P-75I1 submarine deal, worth over 43,000 crore, is being negotiated
between India, Germany’s TKMS, and Spain’s Navantia.
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India close to finalising industry
carbon targets ahead of COP meet

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

In the run-up to the 29th
edition of the Conference
of Parties (COP) in Baku,
Azerbaijan, next month,
India is at an advanced
stage in deciding the car-
bon dioxide emissions in-
tensity targets for select in-
dustries, a senior official in
the Union Environment
Ministry told The Hindu on
Wednesday.

Numerically specifying
the targets is a precursor to
the setting up of a “com-
pliance” carbon market.
This means that compa-
nies have to ensure that
their carbon emissions in-
tensity are within the spec-
ified limit or they must
“buy” credits from organi-
sations that have surplus
credits. Every tonne of car-
bon dioxide saved, over
and above the target, is
worth one credit. The

Specifying emission targets in the run-up to Baku COP summit next
month is a precursor to creating a ‘compliance’ carbon market. AP

price of a credit varies de-
pending on demand and
supply, and regulatory
pressure, and this is me-
diated by the market.
Emissions intensity is car-
bon dioxide emission per
unit of production.

“We expect a final posi-
tion on this very soon.
There are still discussions
going on with industry, but
we want to ensure that the

final document is clear and
covers all aspects,” the offi-
cial said.

As per a notification by
the Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE) in December
2023, India is obliged to
launch its compliance mar-
ket in the financial year
2025-26.

A body called the Na-
tional Steering Committee
for Indian Carbon Market

(NSC-ICM), which is co-
chaired by Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change, and Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Power, is tasked
with having “direct over-
sight” of the functioning of
the Indian carbon market.
India’s emission caps for
industries are expected to
build on an existing
scheme called the Per-
form, Achieve and Trade
Scheme under which in-
dustries are expected to
meet prescribed energy-ef-
ficiency targets. The sec-
tors that are expected to
come under the com-
pliance industry are the
aluminium, chlor alkali,
cement, fertilizer, iron and
steel, pulp and paper, pe-
trochemicals, petroleum
refinery, and textiles.
These are “hard to abate”
sectors as the costs of im-
plementing technology to
curb emissions is costly.
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1995: COP1 (Berlin, Germany)
1997: COP 3 (Kyoto Protocol)
It legally binds developed countries to emission reduction targets.
2002: COP 8 (New Delhi, India) Delhi Declaration.
Focuses on the development needs of the poorest countries and the need for
technology transfer for mitigating climate change.
2007: COP13 (Bali, Indonesia)
Parties agreed on the Bali Road Map and Bali action plan, which charted the way
towards a post-2012 outcome. The Plan has five main categories: shared vision,
mitigation, adaptation, technology and financing.
2010: COP 16 (Cancun)
o Resulted in the Cancun Agreements, a comprehensive package by governments
to assist developing nations in dealing with climate change.
o The Green Climate Fund, the Technology Mechanism and the Cancun Adaptation
Framework were established.
2011: COP 17 (Durban)
Governments commit to a new universal climate change agreement by 2015 for
the period beyond 2020 (Resulted in the Paris Agreement of 2015).
2015: COP21 (Paris)
o To keep global temperature well below 2.0C above pre-industrial times and
endeavor them to limit them even more to 1.5C.
o It requires rich nations to maintain USD 100bn a year funding pledge beyond the
year 2020.
2016: COP22 (Marrakech)
o To move forward on writing the rule book of the Paris Agreement.
o Launched the Marrakech Partnership for Climate Action.



e 2017: COP23, Bonn (Germany)
o Countries continued to negotiate the finer details of how the agreement will work
from 2020 onwards.
o First set of negotiations since the US, under the presidency of Donald Trump,
announced its intention earlier this year to withdraw from the Paris deal.
o |t was the first COP to be hosted by a small-island developing state with Fiji
taking up the presidency, even though it was being held in Bonn.
e 2018: COP 24, Katowice (Poland)
o It finalized a “rulebook” to operationalise the 2015 Paris Agreement.
o The rulebook covers climate financing facilities and the actions to be taken as per
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC).
e 2019: COP25, Madrid (Spain)
o It was held in Madrid (Spain).
o There were no concrete plans regarding the growing climatic urgency.




» Target Setting for Carbon Emissions:

* English: India is preparing to finalize carbon dioxide emission intensity targets for
select industries before the 29th Conference of Parties (COP) in Baku, Azerbaijan, next
month.
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 Compliance Carbon Market:

* English: The targets are part of creating a "compliance" carbon market, requiring
industries to keep emissions within set limits or buy credits from others with surplus.
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* Emission Intensity:

* English: Emissions intensity refers to the amount of carbon dioxide emitted per unit of
production, with industries like aluminum, cement, iron, and steel expected to come
under this framework.
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* Perform, Achieve, and Trade (PAT) Scheme:

* English: India’s emission caps are expected to build on the Perform, Achieve, and Trade
(PAT) Scheme, where industries meet energy-efficiency targets.

- fRdl A & 3ol $T edled, 39efeds, Y SAMR (PAT) Alslell I JTEMRA
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* Implementation Timeline:

* English: The compliance market for carbon is set to launch in the financial year 2025-
26, covering high-emission sectors such as cement, fertilizer, and petroleum refineries.
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* National Steering Committee:

* English: The National Steering Committee for the Indian Carbon Market, led by the
Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Power, oversees the functioning of this
market.
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first of a three-match ODI
serfes here on T'hulsday.
It Is not just the

from the T20 World Cups
that the women
have to settle; they had
been thrashed 41 when
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World Cup, which India is
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Raza sizzles as Zimbabwe registers
highest total in T20I history

ICC

Zimbabwe posted the highest-ever team total in the history of T20
Internationals by amassing a monumental 344 for four against
Gambia, with skipper Sikandar Raza hammering an unbeaten 133
(43b, 7x4, 15x6), before winning by 290 runs in a ICC Men’s T20
World Cup Sub-Regional Qualifier in Nairobi on Wednesday.
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* The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved
Cobenfy, a new drug for treating schizophrenia, which combines
xanomeline and trospium chloride.

« Schizophrenia

» Schizophrenia is a serious psychiatric disorder affecting about
1% of the population, often leading to social isolation and a
significantly reduced life expectancy.



Paranoid Schizophrenia
Symptoms

Suspiciousness and Seeing, hearing, or

a general fear of tasting things that
others’ intentions. /‘l / \ others do not.

Withdrawing \ Difficulty
from family or thinking
friends. clearly.

Persistent, A significant
unusual thoughts declinein
or beliefs. self-care.

HealthCentral



« Causes : The disorder is multifactorial, with strong genetic links
and environmental factors. Key points include:

» Genetic risk factors identified through genome-wide association
studies.

* Neurodevelopmental influences, such as prenatal complications, can
significantly increase risk.



« Symptoms typically begin in late adolescence or early adulthood, and include:
 Prodromal Symptoms: Feelings of change, anxiety, social withdrawal.

« Clinical Symptoms: Divided into positive symptoms (delusions,
hallucinations), negative symptoms (apathy, reduced emotional expression),
and disorganization (thought disorder, inappropriate behavior).



« Effect: Cognitive Impairments:

* Treatment : The approval of Cobenfy marks a significant
development in schizophrenia treatment, providing a new option
with a different mechanism of action.

« Cobenfy Is a combination of xanomeline and trospium chloride.



Xanomeline: A muscarinic receptor agonist potentially
beneficial for all schizophrenia symptomes.

Trospium Chloride: An antimuscarinic agent that helps

mitigate xanomeline’s side effects.

Cobenfy’s common side effects include nausea,
indigestion, hypertension, tachycardia, and dizziness







Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy



* The article discusses the challenges faced by Indian schools In
achieving foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) goals,
especially among socioeconomically disadvantaged children.

« Key Data Points:

« Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN): 20% of students
In the schools do not achieve FLN by grade 3, this was reduced
from 40% earlier.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/foundational-literacy-and-numeracy-report/

Socioeconomic context: Over 80% of students in schools come
from socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds.

Educational impact of poverty: Poverty affects learning
outcomes, with students from poor families facing nutritional

deficits, less adult care, higher absenteeism due to illness.




Challenges to FLN in India:

Impact of poverty: Students from poor families often face malnutrition, lack of
healthcare, and absenteeism due to economic demands, which directly impacts their
learning.

E.g. Many students in rural areas help with family livelihood activities, limiting their
school attendance.

Resource constraints: Most Indian schools lack adequate resources such as trained
teachers, learning materials, and individual attention for students with specific needs.




« E.g. Government schools in many rural areas suffer from teacher shortages and
Inadequate infrastructure.

1.Learning gaps due to absenteeism: Students from disadvantaged backgrounds
often miss school more frequently due to iliness, family responsibilities, or other
external factors, leading to significant learning gaps.

« E.g. Seasonal migration in many states disrupts consistent attendance for
children.

1.Mental health and social exclusion: Children from marginalized communities
often face stress and social exclusion, affecting their ability to focus and perform
academically.







Word of the day

Jounce:
a sudden jarring impact; move up and down
repeatedly

SYNnonNymes: shock, jolt, bounce

U SAEE. The wagon began to jounce as it went
up the hill.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/jouncepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /dzauns/
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