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Supreme Court finds discrepancy in Delhi L-G's
version on tree-felling in protected ridge area

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday found that Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor and
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA) ex-officio
Chairperson V.K. Saxena’s
version on oath in a perso-
nal affidavit about when
exactly he came to know
that trees were illegally
felled in the protected
ridge area did not match
with official records.

Mr. Saxena had told the
court that he was informed
by the DDA Vice-Chairper-
son of the tree-felling in a
letter only on June 10. Ho-
wever, a three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY. Chandrachud

was alerted by advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
appearing for the petition-
ers, to entries in official
files that pointed to the
Lieutenant-Governor be-
ing informed of it on April
12.

“Consequently, the
statement that it was only
on June 10 that the L-G was
apprised of the fact that
the actual felling of trees
commenced on February
16 will require further clar-
ification,” the court noted.

It directed the Lieute-
nant-Governor and former
DDA Vice-Chairperson
Subhasish Panda, who was
in the saddle at the time
the trees were cut and is
facing contempt proceed-
ings, to file affidavits to ex-

(R Y

The L-G had told the court that he was informed of the issue on

|

June 10, but official entries show he was informed earlier. FILE PHOTO

plain the “discrepancy”.
The L-G and Mr. Panda
were asked to make “spec-
ific disclosures” of the ac-
tual date on which they
“obtained knowledge of
the felling of the trees”.
The court called for the
original records concern-
ing the issue to be placed

on record for its perusal. It
posted the case for
Tuesday.

The personal affidavit
filed by the L-G in the court
had explained the circum-
stances leading to the ille-
gal felling in the ridge area
as part of widening access
to the Central Armed Pol-

ice Forces Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (CAPFIMS) in
Maidangarhi. Petitioners
who approached the Su-
preme Court had alleged
that the trees were
chopped down on the or-
ders of the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor, who had visited the
site on February 3.

On October 16, the apex
Court had decided to have
the LG himself file an affi-
davit explaining his alleged
role and what really hap-
pened on February 3. Mr.
Saxena said he had visited
the road-widening site in
February while on his way
back from the hospital site.
He said no one told him
that felling the trees would
require permission from
the Supreme Court.

A INX



* The Lieutenant Governor (LG) of Delhi, V.K. Saxena, ordered the cutting of
1,100 trees in the Ridge Forest area of Delhi without the required permission

 Background

 The trees were cut to widen access to the Central Armed Police Forces Institute
of Medical Sciences (CAPFIMS) in Maidangarhi.




 Supreme Court's response

* The Supreme Court ordered Saxena to file an affidavit
explaining who was responsible for the illegal tree cutting and
what disciplinary action was taken. The court also asked for an
additional affidavit from the DDA Vice Chairperson and for all
original records to be produced.

* The L-G denied reports that 1,100 trees were cut Iin total for the
road-widening project.



Safe-tree first

AT THE BASE
@ Ensure there is no concretisation
within a 1-metre radius of the tree,
R, 5 to allow water to percolate and
" | roots to grow easily.

"% @ Ensure manure s regularly
added by loosening the top soil.

<4V - ® Avoid use of insecticides and
\ ~ chemicals that may harm the roots of trees.

PRUNING
Ensure the tree is lightly pruned from
all sides to maintain its balance, else it
Coricrate may tilt. Prumng should only be done
l_ if the tree is top-heavy
T-metre ——

T radius ‘~*_ o T RS LR N il

ol o ===

‘ mm\ —

} The Delhi high court order and the

| NGT rules mandate either a 6x6
feet space or a1-metre radius
around the tree to be untouched.

ﬂu 000 - Fine for concretisation around the tree, as per a forest
dept order in 2015. The rule is rarely implemented. He




* Supreme Court’s Finding:

* English: The Supreme Court found a discrepancy in Delhi L-G V.K. Saxena’s affidavit

regarding when he became aware of the illegal tree felling in a protected ridge
area.
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o Affidavit Details:

* English: The L-G claimed he was informed by DDA Vice-Chairperson about the

tree-felling on June 10, but official records showed he was notified earlier, on April
12.
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* Legal Actions:

* English: The court called for further clarifications and directed the L-G and Mr. Panda
to provide affidavits with the exact date they obtained knowledge of the illegal tree

felling.
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* Petitioners' Allegations:

* English: Petitioners claimed that the trees were felled on the orders of the L-G,
who had visited the site on February 3.
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1. Court's Directives:

1. English: The court demanded original records related to the tree-felling and
asked the L-G to clarify his role during his visit to the site.
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SEBI Chairperson Buch skips

Parliament’s PAC summons

Claiming it is beyond PACs mandate to summon SEBI chief, BJP MPs accuse PAC Chairman and
senior Congress leader K.C. Venugopal of making suo motu decisions with political motivations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ecurities and Ex-

change Board of In-

dia (SEBI) Chairper-
son Madhabi Puri Buch,
summoned by Parlia-
ment’s Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) as part of
its review of financial regu-
lators, skipped its meeting
on Thursday, citing perso-
nal reasons.

PAC Chairman and Con-
gress leader K.C. Venugo-
pal adjourned the meeting
after reading out a letter
from Ms. Buch, received
less than two hours before
the meeting was due to be-
gin, conveying her inability
to appear before the com-
mittee. Skipping the meet-
ing could be considered
“contempt” of legislative
bodies, but as she was “a
lady”, the committee had
allowed her to do so, he
told presspersons after the
meeting.

BJP MPs protested, argu-
ing that it was beyond the
PAC’s mandate to summon
the SEBI chief and accus-
ing Mr. Venugopal of doing
50 unilaterally.

According to sources,
the PAC sent a letter 20

Counterpoint: Ravi Shankar Prasad interacts with the media after
the PAC meeting was postponed on Thursday, PTi

days ago, inviting Ms. Buch
to attend the meeting, It is
learnt that SEBI confirmed
to the PAC office that four
people would come for the
meeting, including Ms.
Buch.

However, sources say
that Ms. Buch later sought
an exemption from depos-
ing before the committee,
saying that the recent alle-
gations made by U.S.-based
Hindenburg Research
against her and against SE-
BI were sub judice.

Mr. Venugopal rejected
her contention, sources
said, explaining that the
agenda for the meeting
was a “performance re-

view". Her letter convey-
ing her inability to travel to
Delhi due to a personal exi-
gency only landed at 9.30
a.m, on Thursday.

‘Extraneous motives’
Though Mr. Venugopal and
other Opposition members
left the meeting hall after
adjournment, the ruling
party’'s members conti-
nued sitting there for near-
ly 25 minutes, after which
they left to meet Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.

“Your [Mr. Venugopal's]
own words are ‘suo motu’.
How did you decide? The
PAC’s job is to consider
CAG [Comptroller and

Auditor General of India)
reports. We have this infor-
mation from reliable sourc-
es that the CAG has made
no mention of SEBI. This
entire conduct is unparlia-
mentary. The conduct of
chairperson, in the way he
adjourned, did not allow
us to speak. And [he]
walked out, [which] shows
he has extraneous political
considerations,” said BJP
MP and former Union Mi-
nister Ravi  Shankar
Prasad.

When the PAC recon-
vened in the afternoon, it
was slated to discuss the
Telecom Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (TRAI).

However, the war of
words continued on the se-
lection of the day's agenda:
a “performance review of
regulatory bodies esta-
blished by Act of
Parliament”,

BIP MPs demanded that
the choice of subject
should also be put to vote,
accusing the Congress of
political motivations in
summoning the SEBI chief.

Mr. Venugopal did not
allow a retrospective vote,
arguing that the subject
had been duly circulated to
the members and notified.




Public Accounts Committee

Securities and Exchange Board of Tenure 1 Year
India Financial Standing Committee o
18th Lok Sabha Jurisdiction
S/
5-3 ‘W‘ﬁ" sftngfey sitx fafiora arg Founded  1921; 103 years ago Purpose Auditing the revenue and the
. Securities and Exchange Board of India (pre-independence) i
Securities and Exchange Board of India 1950; 74 years ago expenditure of the Government
(post-independence) of India
Country m ndia Examine the audit report of
Leadership Comptroller and Auditor
Chairperson K. C. Venugopal General (C&AG)
Chairperson Indian National Congress
party Sub-committees
Appointer Lok sabha Speaker . L L.
s * Non Compliance in timely submission of
: Sests 20 Action Taken Notes(ATN) on the non-
SEBI Bhavan, Mumbai ) :
Lok Sabha : 15 selected audit paragraphs & excess
Rajya Sabha : 7 :
Agency overview _— aw;Pa(w: expenditure
Formed April 12, 1988; 36 years ago e : , ,
P , y 9 Parties B NG (4)  Direct and Indirect Taxes
(Established)
January 30, 1992; 32 years a f; ;‘(’1) « Implementation of Recommendations of
ago (Acquired Statutory Status)!'! B ovK (2) PAC
Regulatory agenc B TMC (2) Railw
Type g y agency —  Railways
Headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra
@) B NP (1)
Employees 867+ (2020) Election The members are elected every
Agency Madhabi Puri Buch, criteria year from amongst its members
executive Chairperson of respective houses according
to the principle of proportional
Parent Ministry of Finance, representation,

department Government of India Tenure 1 Year




e SEBI Chairperson's Absence:

* English: SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch skipped the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) meeting, citing personal reasons.
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e PAC’s Summons:

* English: The PAC, chaired by Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, had summoned Ms. Buch
to discuss the performance review of financial regulators, based on the CAG reports.
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* Political Allegations:

* English: BJP MPs accused Mr. Venugopal of making politically motivated decisions
by summoning the SEBI chief.
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* Ms. Buch’s Exemption Request:

* English: Sources indicated that Ms. Buch sought an exemption from appearing, citing
ongoing legal matters related to the Hindenburg Research report.
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ICCR organises conference

on Pali as classical language

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
on Thursday held a conference of Buddhist
monks and scholars in Colombo on granting Pali
the status of a classical language by the Indian
government. Buddhist scholars and the monastic
community from Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar and
Bangladesh participated in the conference. The
scholars underlined the significance of Pali in
preserving the “Dhamma” and propagating
Buddhist practices. They commended the
government’s decision to confer the classical
language status on Pali. The scholars welcomed it
as a reflection of India’s commitment to
preserving Buddhist culture.
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Retro bonds return from the ‘80s to
speed up debt reworks, but at a cost
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Dubai and Abu Dhabi race to lure world’s wealth managers
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Dubai and Abu Dhabi race to lure world’s wealth managers

Reuters
DUBAI

Abu Dhabi is emerging
from Dubai’s shadow as it
attracts its own share of as-
set managers and billio-
naires, helping cement Un-
ited Arab Emirates’ role as
an alternative to global fi-
nancial hubs.

Lacking rich oil re-
serves, Dubai has built up
over the past two decades
its position as the region’s
No. 1 financial centre, with
its allure of low taxes, the
application of English com-
mon law and exposure to
the region’s brisk econom-

ic growth,

Globally, Dubai ranks
16th in the latest tally from
the Global Financial
Centres Index, while Abu
Dhabi is 35th, with both
number one and two, res-

¥

pectively, for the Middle
East and Africa region.

But over the past few
years Abu Dhabi, which
holds 90% of UAE's oil re-
serves, has accelerated ef-
forts to diversify its econo-
my, leaning on its vast
wealth and  sovereign
funds that together man-
age almost $2 trillion to
boost non-oil growth.

The emergence of com-
panies in a range of new
sectors and potential for
business created by Abu
Dhabi's investments have
not gone unnoticed in the
international community.

“It’s completely
changed in the past year,
there’s been an influx of
money managers, hedge
funds, alternatives etc.
coming to conferences to
raise funds here,” said
Ryan Lemand, co-founder

and CEO of Abu Dhabi-
based fund management
and investment advisory
firm, Neovision Wealth

Management.
Some have already set

(I

up shop in Dubai, or in-
creasingly, Abu Dhabi to
gain an edge over those tra-
velling from London, New
York, or Hong Kong to
drum up new business.

¥ - - = Lo
\ 1 R
" & >
e v
- " 3 LS
- i, e . <~
P 4
¢ | - - ~.
— 2 - e
- bt L~ s -

Still ahead: For some, Dubal's longer history as a financial hub still makes it a better choice. REUTERS

Mr. Lemand was speak-
ing ahead of this week’s Al-
ternative Investment Man-
agement (AIM) Summit in
Dubai that drew hundreds
of institutions from across

the globe.

While statistics for both
centres are not entirely
comparable, they show
Dubai remains well ahead.
The Dubai International Fi-
nancial Centre currently
has more than 420 wealth
and asset management
firms operating in the city.
There were no recent fi-
gures for Abu Dhabi and
data from end of June
showed 112 fund firms re-

gistered there.

New arrivals

Billionaire Ray Dalio, foun-
der of hedge fund Bridge-
water Associates, and oth-
er hedge funds including
Brevan Howard are among
those who now have a pre-
sence in Abu Dhabi. Asset

managers PGIM, the in-

vestment  management
arm of U.S. insurer Pruden-
... R

tial Financial, and Nuveen
are also new additions.

A further dozen or so as-
set managers and hedge
funds have been approved
in principle, according to
data from Abu Dhabi Glo-
bal Market, the city’s finan-
cial centre.

Abu Dhabi is the world’s
richest city when mea-
sured by the assets held by
sovereign wealth funds, sit-
ting on $1.7 trillion, with
such funds managing
around $500 billion in Du-
bai. An employee at one in-
vestment firm said the big-
ger presence of sovereign
wealth funds served as an
incentive to set up in Abu
Dhabi. For both these
centres, the ease and clari-
ty of regulations has been a
major draw for financial
investors.

“The regulatory envi-
AR

ronment is extremely fa-
vourable,” said Brandon
Robinson deputy head of
private markets at JPMor-
gan Asset Management.

UAE’s ambition to be-
come a global centre for
the crypto industry, with
the regulator for the
emerging sector operating
in Dubai since 2022 is also
wooing new players.

The United States lacks
an overarching national
framework, while Euro-
pean Union rules are com-
ing into force this year,
placing UAE ahead of glo-
bal financial hubs.

Both cities also work
hard to boost tourism and
property investment and
for some Dubai, with a lon-
ger record of drawing in-
ternational finance and vi-
brant entertainment, was
still ahead.
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* Race to Attract Global Wealth Managers:

* English: Abu Dhabi and Dubai are competing to become top global financial hubs.
While Dubai has established itself as a leading financial center over the past two
decades, Abu Dhabi is quickly catching up, leveraging its vast sovereign wealth

funds.
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* Dubai’s Dominance:

* English: Dubai ranks 16th globally in the Financial Centres Index and has over 420
wealth and asset management firms, while Abu Dhabi ranks 35th with 112 firms.

- &1 af%e b GADID H gos 163%%2%@?@420@[%@%
Jee Bl §, STl g UTel 350 VI TR 8 3R 394 112 HUHAT 5 |




 Abu Dhabi’s Wealth and Diversification:

 English: Abu Dhabi controls around 90% of UAE’s oil reserves and has S2 trillion in

sovereign wealth funds. It is now focusing on non-oil sectors like technology and
hedge funds.
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e New Financial Entrants:

* English: Global firms like Brevan Howard and Ray Dalio’s Bridgewater Associates
have set up in Abu Dhabi, while Dubai continues to attract established firms.
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* Regulatory Environment:

* English: The UAE's favorable regulatory environment and its ambitions to become
a global center for crypto industries further boost its attractiveness.
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BRUSSELS

Venezuelan Opposition leaders
win EU’s top human rights prize

Venezuelan Opposition leaders Maria Corina Machado and
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia won the European Union’s top human
rights honour, the Sakharov Prize, European Parliament President
Roberta Metsola announced on Thursday, adding, “We are
confident that Venezeula and democracy will ultimately prevail.” ap
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Bengaluru has best pay, hikes

BENGALURU WAS INDIA'S top-paying city in FY24
for the second yearin a row, and also gave out
the biggest hikes, reports Manu Kaushik.
Across 9 cities surveyed by TeamLease,
increments ranged from 4-10%, with
average monthly pay between
¥21,300 & 229,500. Retail sector saw
the steepest salary growth, followed
by consumer durables and BFSI.

City-wise Industry-wise
M Average salary (in FY24) #m Average salary (in FY24)

@ y-o-y increment (%)

Automotive 7. 30,800
Telecommunication M
Mfg, engineering, _
_ | & infrastructure _ 28,200
L i %) Healthcare D2 27,600

and pharma ™
Construction 4.3) 27,000
and real estate
Consumer @
durables m

Delhi
Mumbai
Pune

Bengaluru
Chennai
Hyderabad

Source: Teamlease Services




Cabinet nod to ¥1,000-cr
VC fund for space sector

To assist 35 startups
by FY30, sector valued
at T70K cr at present

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, October 24

THE CABINET ON Thursday
approved the setting up of a
?1,000-crore dedicated venture
capital fund focused on the space
sector,under the aegisof the Indian
National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe).

The fund Is planned for five
years from the actual start of oper-
ations and is likely to support
around 30-35 companies by the
end of 2030, officials said,

Each startup is expected toget a
funding in the range of ¥10-60
crore.Acompany during the growth
phase will receive between T10
crore and €30 crore, while those in
the late growth stage will receive
around ¥30-60 crore.

The fund targets to allocate
around €100-250 crore annually
tillend of 2029-30.The fund is tar-
geted toaddress the critical need for
risk capital, as traditional fenders
are hesitant to fund startups in this
high-tech sector.

*With the government investing
in startups in space, there will be a
flow of private investment into
these space startups,” Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Union minister forinfor-
mation and broadcasting, said. Cus-
rently, there are 250 operational
startups in the space sector which
can also avail of the fund,

Currently, under the Startup
India initiative, the government is
implementing three flagship
schemes - Startup India Seed Fund
Scheme (SISFS), Fund of Funds for
Startups(FFS) and Credit Guarantee
Scheme for Startups (CGSS) to sup-
port entities at various stages of
their business cydes.
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Union minister for raitlways, information & broadcasting
Ashwini Vaishnaw addresses the media at National Media Centre, in
New Delhi on Thursday. ISRO chairman 5 Somnath is also seen A

SISFS provides easy availabil-
ity of capital which is essential for
entrepreneurs at the early stages
of growth of an enterprise. FFS,
with a corpus of ¥10,000 crore,
mects funding needs of startups.
The total corpus of 10,000 crore
is envisaged to be provided over
the 14th and15th Finance Com-
mission cycles based on progress
of the scheme and availability of
funds.CGSS provides credit guar-
antees to loans extended to
DPIIT-recognised startups by
scheduled commercial banks,
NBFCs and venture debt funds
under Sebi-registered alternative
investment funds.

The new dedicated fund for the
space sectorwill serve asan alterna-
tive investment fund underthe Sebi
regulations, providing early-stage
equity to startups and enabling
them to scale up and attract private
equity investments,

The proposed fund aims to help
businesses scale,invest in R&D and
expand workforce. Each investment

could generate hundreds of direct
jobs in the fields of engineering,
software development, data analy-
sis and manufacturing, along with
thousands of indirect jobs in supply
chains, logistics, and professional
services.

As partof initiating space sector
reforms in 2020, the government
had established IN-SPACe to pro-
mote and oversee private sector
participation in space activities,

According to the government's
estimate, the space industry is val-
ued at ¥70,000 crore and is pro-
jected to increase to T35 lakh crore
by 2033,

Under the Startup India initia-
tive was launched in January 2016,
several programme have been
rolled out to support entrepreneurs
and build a robust startup ecosys-
tem. These programmees are man-
aged by a dedicated Startup India
Team, which reports to the Depart-
ment for Promotion of Industryand
Internal Trade. India is now home to
maore than 1,46,000 start-ups,

|

26,798-cr rail
projects in

Bihar, AP get
green signal

FE BUREAU
New Dethi, October 24

THE CABINET ON THURSDAY
approved two rail projects covering
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Bihar with a total estimated cost of
6,798 crore, These will be com-
pleted in the next four-five years.

The approved projects are
doubling of the Narkatiaganj-
Raxaul-Sitamarhi-Darbhanga
and Sitamarhi-Muzaffarpur sec-
tions in Bihar(¥4,553 crore) cov-
ering 256 km and construction of
a new line between Errupalem
and Namburu via Amaravati in
Andhra Pradesh (22,245 crore)
covering 57 km.

These projects covering eight
districts in the three states of
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Bihar will enhance the existing rail
network by about 313 km,

Highlighting the benefits of
these two projects, Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the new line
project will provide connectivity to
approximately 168 villages and
about 12 lakh population with nine
new stations.

"The doubling of Narkatiaganj-
Raxaul-Sitamarhi-Darbhanga &
Sitamarhi-Muzaffarpur Section will
strengthen the connectivity to
Nepal, northeast India and border
areas, facilitating movement of pas-
sengerand goods trains, resulting in
the socio-economic growth of the
region,” according to an official
release.

The projects fall under the PM-
Gati Shakti national master plan for
multimodal connectivity,



e Cabinet Nod to X1,000-Crore VC Fund for Space Sector:

* English: The Indian Cabinet approved the establishment of a 1,000 crore venture
capital (VC) fund for the space sector under IN-SPACe. The fund will support 30-35
startups by FY2030.
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e Startups Support Plan:

* English: Each startup is expected to receive between X10 crore and %60 crore,
depending on their growth phase, by 2030.
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* Focus on Risk Capital:

* English: The fund aims to address the critical need for risk capital, as traditional
lenders are hesitant to fund space startups.
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e Other Initiatives:

* English: The government’s existing schemes like Startup India Seed Fund Scheme
(SISFS), Funds of Funds for Startups (FFS), and Credit Guarantee Scheme for Startups
(CGSS) will be aligned with this initiative.
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* Growth of Space Industry:

* English: With the implementation of reforms in 2020, the space industry is currently
valued at X70,000 crore, with potential to rise to X35 lakh crore by 2033.
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* Rail Projects:

* English: The Cabinet also approved two rail projects in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh
worth 6,798 crore, which will enhance connectivity and facilitate economic
growth.
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PM YASASVI Scheme



PM YASASVI Scheme empowers students to reach their full potential and contribute to
society.

About PM YASASVI

The PM Young Achievers Scholarship Award Scheme for Vibrant India (PM-YASASVI) aims
to uplift students from Other Backward Classes (OBC), Economically Backward Classes
(EBC), and Denotified Tribes (DNT) by providing access to quality education.



* It was launched by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, it
Integrates previous scholarship initiatives to create a streamlined support
system for disadvantaged students.

 Selection Process: Candidates are selected based on the YASASVI
Entrance Test (YET), conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA).



« Scholarship Types

* Pre-Matric Scholarships: For students in classes 9 and 10,
offering an annual allowance of X4,000 for families earning
below 2.5 lakh.

* Post-Matric Scholarships: For higher education, with
allowances ranging from 5,000 to 20,000 based on the
course.

* Top Class Education: Support for meritorious students in top
schools and colleges covering tuition and other expenses.

« Hostel Construction: Facilities for OBC students to improve
access to education.



* |t promotes educational empowerment and helps vulnerable groups overcome
financial barriers.

* |t addresses financial constraints, providing a pathway for educational growth
from school to higher education, thus contributing to a more inclusive society.

* It plays a crucial role in empowering marginalized communities and promoting
their participation in the vision of a prosperous India by 2047.




E. coli Outbreak




Several people were hospitalized in the US due to an E.coli infection after eating
McDonald’s burgers.

About Escherichia coli (E. coli)

E. coli are germs called bacteria. They are found in many places, including
In the environment, foods, water, and the intestines of people and animals.

* Most E. coli strains are harmless. Some strains, like Shiga toxin-
producing E. coli (STEC), can cause severe foodborne ilinesses.



« Transmission: Primarily spread through contaminated foods, including:
« Raw or undercooked ground meat
 Raw milk
« Contaminated raw vegetables and sprouts

« Symptoms: Fever, vomiting, diarrhea.



 Treatment: E. coli infections are treated with antibiotics. There
has been a notable decline in E. coli's susceptibility to strong
antibiotics, from 81.4% in 2017 to 62.7% In 2023.
 The FSSAI is establishing a network of 34 microbiology labs to test

food products for pathogens, including E. coli, to improve food safety
across India.



First Dry Port in Bihar



e Bihar got its first dry port at Bihta, a town near state capital Patna.
* About

 Adry port, or inland container depot (ICD), provides a
logistics facility away from a seaport or airport for cargo
handling, storage, and transportation.

|t acts as a bridge between sea/air ports and inland regions, facilitating
efficient movement of goods.



« Significance: It was much needed for Bihar as its export goods mainly
agro-based, garments and leather products are manufactured in diverse
locations.

« Bihar is a major producer of fruits and vegetables such as potato,
tomato, banana, litchi and makhana (fox nuts).



Pink Cocaine




Pink Cocaine, also known as ‘tusi’, is a recreational drug making headlines for
Its use among celebrities.

About Pink Cocaine
Despite its name, pink cocaine typically does not contain actual cocaine.

It is a concoction of drugs, primarily ketamine, combined with other substances
like methamphetamine, MDMA, and even opioids, often with a pink dye
added.




Pink cocaine is primarily used within the
clubbing culture, either as a powder snorted

or taken in pill form.

The drug is linked to serious health risks, such
as heart attacks, stroke, psychosis, and
addiction.



Snow Leopard (Panthera Uncia)




International Snow Leopard Day was observed on October 23.
About Snow Leopard (Panthera Uncia)

The snow leopard has a beautiful, spotted coat, thick enough to insulate them
from the cold. It is often termed as Ghost of Mountain.

Rosettes are large rings enclosing smaller spots. WWF relies on spot
patterns to identify individual snow leopards when conducting camera trap
research.




 Distribution: They are sparsely distributed across 12 countries in central Asia,
from southern Russia down to the Tibetan plateau, including Mongolia, China,

Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal.

 Threats: Loss of natural prey species, retaliatory killing due to conflict with
humans and illegal trade of its fur and bones.



Conservation: Classified as ‘Vulnerable’ by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red list and listed in Schedule-I
species of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

It is the state animal of Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh.
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« Lahore was named the world’s most polluted by air quality
monitor IQAIr, with an Air Quality Index (AQI) level of 394.

 About

* |QAIr measures air quality levels based on the concentration
of the hazardous airborne PM2.5 particles.



An AQl over 100 is
considered unhealthy,
with levels exceeding 150
classified as ‘very
unhealthy’.

The AQI value exceeds
55.6 times the World
Health Organisation

(WHO) air quality
guideline value in Lahore.




« Actions to fight against pollution

« Artificial rain: Planned as an emergency measure to mitigate the impact of
smog.

« Anti-smog squad: Educating farmers on sustainable practices to reduce crop
burning.



« WHO Air Quality Guideline
— They serve as areference for governments and organizations to set
national air quality standards and are not legally binding.
— Recommended Limits of Particulate Matter (PM2.5 and PM10);
1. PM2.5: WHO recommends an annual average limit of 5 pg/ms3 and a 24-hour
limit of 15 pg/ms.

2. PM10: The guideline suggests an annual average limit of 15 pg/m3 and a 24-
hour limit of 45 pg/ms.



Word of the day

Intrepid:

invulnerable to fear or intimidation

Synonyms: dauntless, daring, undismayed

Usa g€ The intrepid reporter travelled to war
zones to cover the stories firsthand.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/intrepidpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Jintrépid/
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