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A LUXURIOUS REVIVAL

The new generation of erstwhile royals
harnesses digital-driven tourism landscape
to revitalise their heritage properties

How will the LAC
agreement pan out on
the border?

Noel Tata: a successor
the Tatas trust to take
the mantle

Santner spins Kiwis
to historic Test series
win in India
MAGAZINE® PAGE 1 FAQ » PAGE 8

PROFILES » PAGE S SPORT » PAGE 13

The Congress on Saturday
blamed the BJP for the
absence of Securities and
Exchange Board of India {SEBN
Chairperson Madhabi Puri

regulator. » PAGE 3

Stubble
has decreased
this year: Centre

NEW DELIE
The incidents of stubble
burning are 35% less in Punjab
and 219% less in Haryana this
year as against the 2023 figure,
the Union government said
after 2n mter minstenal
meeting chaired by Union
Agriculture Mirister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan here on
Saturday. » PAGE 3

WASHINGTON

could provoke Beijing. The
sake, which awaits approval by
Congress, inchudes several
acti-aircraft systems. totsing,
$1.16 bilon. » PAGE 12

Israel strikes targets in Iran; 4 soldiers Killed

Targeted military facilities and missile factories

in several regions, says Israel military

Agence
TEHRAN

srael bombed milicary

four sotdtirs. fif ing a
vow to avenge a missile

barrage and stirring fears
of a full-scale regional war
in West Asia

ehran not escalate the
conflict further.

The Islamic republic in-
sisted &t had the “right and
* to defend itself,

Lebanese ally
Hezboliah said & had car.

geted atr-
base and a nDr!'hem mmm-
gence . Confirming the

strikes after explosions

echoe: around Tehran,
the Israel mili said it
had hic Iranian missile fac-
tories and military facilities
in several regions_

“retaliatory strike
has been completed and
the mission was fulfilled™,
a_ military spokesperson
added.

tran’s military said on

inga (e&ﬁm in Gaza and
Leba: A large number
of missiles were incercepe.

Iran confirms attacks, says strikes caused ‘limited
damage’, insists on ‘right and duty’ to defend itself

Deepening crisis: An lsraeli Air Force plane prepares to depart from

ed and enemy aircraft
were prevented from en-
tering_ the country's air-
space,” the statement said.

While reserving its le-

a0 Unknown 10Cation o AttACK Iran on SMurday. A5

gal and legitimate right to
respond at the appropriate
moment, Iran is prioritis-
ing the establishment of a
lasting ceasefire In Gaza

Netanyahu aimed
at sending a clear
message to Iran

The main purpose of the attack
appeared to be sending a clear
message to Tehran that tsrael
can reach anywhere in iran,
but 3t the same time, hes
Gecision to go for a Bmited
attack shows signs of caution,
which the Iranians meght

35 a result of ther hybrid
Geterrence. » PAGE 12

and Lebanon,” it added.

Israel had vowed to reta-
lare after October 1, when
fran fired about 200 mis-
siles in only the second exv-

direct arzack agatnst fts
those

ing of Hezbollah chief Has-
san Nasrallah as well as the
assassination in Tehran of
Hamas political leader Is-

Jordan
Stated that Isracl jos had
not used its alrspace.

At ly the same
time as Israel struck targets
in lran, the Syrian state
news agency SANA said an

Israel warns against any response; U.S., Britain
tell Tehran not to further escalate the conflict

Israell air attack targeted
military positions in cen-
tral and southern Syria.

islamic Resistance

artacks
this cycle of fighting can
further

“HOSTILITIES BENEFIT NOME"
»PAGE 4

Harvest ritual

Ot tradition: Tribat people celebrating

festival, a¢ Puthurvayal near Gudalur

Puthar,
Tectivat, sty Sbsermed by 1ocal bHbes of te Rlie. alls fast batore Bhe packdy s ready for Panvost. w SATIINOCRTI

Amil Nadu on Saturday. The

ED probes
Coldplay,
Diljit concerts’
ticket sales

NEW DELEHI

The Enforcement mre-::o
iy

mmense excitement lead-
ing to official tickets getxing
minutes,
which led to black-market-
ing of tickets,” the ED said.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 3

No more long treks; tribal hamlet gets its first grocery store

The community-owned shop has been set

in Pudukadu v

nestled within the Sathyvam:

Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu: the store brings

relief to people who struggled with sparse modes of transport and the threat of wild animals when traversing the forest to buy essential goods

ERODE

or 35 wribal families
| D

kilometres. Saturday was a
red letter day for them,
when a provision shop
was opened within their
village.

and

Hasanur in the Talamalai
Reserve Forest, the vil

is only accessible via a
one-km mud road
branching off from the
I\Iz\-alun\-l(o(udzl road.
Most residents
dally-wage earners, while
2 few awn plots of Fain-fed

As part of its

peacticipsony sl

apwansa programme. the
th

ot
interlinked issues: health
and hold care,

leadership, family and

Develbpment Centre
(READ), an NGO based in
s-myz.mngzhm. has sec

educarion, earnings, and
finance. Families pointed

out their difficulty in

stores in

Shop In the village 0 serve
the people there. Located
18 kilometres from
cu
=

Arepalayam (15 km away),
Talavadi (52 km), or
Sathyamangalam (54 km),

seeking a sr.ap within
their own

Life

R. Arulsamy, the
councillor for Ward 6 of
the panchayat, noted that
only a few buses are

The groceny shop 3t Pudukadu village in Tatavadi

Wethin reach:
Hills of Ercde district, Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARPANGEMENT

available for the people to
reach the shops in nearby
towns, while they face the
(htea( of wild animals

the forest.

h o buy
provisions has been a
time-consuming affair so
far, of half-a-day
for each trip to the shop.

“Now, we can get
essentials in our awn
village, which will bring a
big change in o life,- she

and keep the profits

committee (VDO).
generated from sales will
be used for rep
essential products, the
director added.

4. Ranjitham, 45, sald

Ministry asks social
media firms to curb
bomb hoax posts

Such threats have 3o far disrupted over 100 flights, both domestic
and intemational, leading to delays or diversions. FILE FHOTC

The Hindu Burean
NEW DEL]

The Ministry of Electronics
and

in this advisory, for in-
stance, the Ministry wrote

that ~social media interme-
diaries have a due dili-
« the

£y on Friday informed so-
cial media companies that
it was their duty to curb
posts raising threats to the

ity of the option of -for-
warding/ hzrlngf

gence

Information  Technology
Act, 2000 and the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and

tion that affects public or-
and security of the
Stare™.

This approach was also
reflected earlier this year,
of

re-posting/
the social media piac
forms.” the Ministry said in

an advisory.
Earlier this week, Minis-

these threats.

were
foreed w0 Borrow money

ssential
ties was a major
constraint for these
families. With the support
of a foundation, it was
decided to start a shop.
“We took a few familses

Puduiadu resident G
Vinitha, 37, said (hal
waiting for the bus to

and hased essentials
for TS0,000 from a
shop in
- he said,

bulk quantities and aho
spend more on
transportation. “But now,
we can buy whenever we
need.” she said
The NGO, with the
support of the foundation,

adding that a resident
would manage the shop

The sasd a
statement later that it was
working to prevent these

disrupted over 100 flights,
both domestic and Interna-
tonal, lea o delays or
dhersmn& The issue has
ned the aviation sec-
tor, e which s gearing up for
abusy festival season.
sory doubles

Iating social media firms.

when videos
celebrities spread widely.
In that case, the Ministry
chose 1o leverage a by T
interpretation of the IT
Rules, 2021

The consequences for
social media platforms if
they find themselves non-

complian: the IT
s are that they L

protecs inter-

mediary lability. This

ya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.

MORE BOMS THREATS
»PAGES




Israel strikes targets in Iran; 4 soldiers killed

Targeted military facilities and missile factories

in several regions, says Israel military

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

targets in Iran on Sa-

turday, killing at least
four soldiers, fulfilling a
vow to avenge a missile
barrage and stirring fears
of a full-scale regional war
in West Asia.

Israel warned Iran
would “pay a heavy price”
if it responded to the
strikes, and the U.S. and
Britain both demanded
Tehran not escalate the
conflict further.

The Islamic republic in-
sisted it had the “right and
the duty” to defend itself,
while its Lebanese ally
Hezbollah said it had tar-

l srael bombed military

geted a southern Israeli air-
base and a northern intelli-
gence base. Confirming the
strikes after explosions
echoed around Tehran,
the Israel military said it
had hit Iranian missile fac-
tories and military facilities
in several regions.

The “retaliatory strike
has been completed and
the mission was fulfilled”,
a military spokesperson
added.

Iran’s military said on
Saturday that only radar
systems were damaged in
pre-dawn Israeli strikes on
Tehran and other provinc-
es and said it was prioritis-
ing a ceasefire in Gaza and
Lebanon. “A large number
of missiles were intercept-

Iran confirms attacks, says strikes caused ‘limited
damage’, insists on ‘right and duty’ to defend itself

Deepening crisis: An Israeli Air Force plane prepares to depart from
an unknown location to attack Iran on Saturday. AP

ed and enemy aircraft
were prevented from en-
tering the country's air-
space,” the statement said.

“While reserving its le-

gal and legitimate right to
respond at the appropriate
moment, Iran is prioritis-
ing the establishment of a
lasting ceasefire in Gaza

Netanyahu aimed
at sending a clear
message to Iran

The main purpose of the attack
appeared to be sending a clear
message to Tehran that Israel
can reach anywhere in Iran,
but at the same time, his
decision to go for a limited
attack shows signs of caution,
which the Iranians might see

as a result of their hybrid
deterrence. » PAGE 12

and Lebanon,” it added.
Israel had vowed to reta-
liate after October 1, when
Iran fired about 200 mis-
siles in only the second ev-

er direct attack against its
arch-foe. Most of those
missiles were intercepted
but one person was killed.

Iran had said the attack
was retaliation for the kill-
ing of Hezbollah chief Has-
san Nasrallah as well as the
assassination in Tehran of
Hamas political leader Is-
mail Haniyeh.

The Israeli retaliation
drew condemnation from
Hamas, Iraq, Pakistan, Sy-
ria, and Saudi Arabia,
which warned against
further escalation. Jordan
stated that Israeli jets had
not used its airspace.

At roughly the same
time as Israel struck targets
in Iran, the Syrian state
news agency SANA said an

Israel warns against any response; U.S., Britain
tell Tehran not to further escalate the conflict

Israeli air attack targeted
military positions in cen-
tral and southern Syria.

The Islamic Resistance
in Iraq, a loose network of
pro-Iran factions, claimed
responsibility before dawn
on Saturday for a drone at-
tack against a “military tar-
get” in northern Israel.

U.S. National Security
Council spokesperson
Sean Savett said Israel’s
response to Iran was “an
exercise in self-defence”.

He urged Iran to “cease
its attacks on Israel so that
this cycle of fighting can
end without further
escalation”.

‘HOSTILITIES BENEFIT NONE’
» PAGE 4



English: Israel conducted airstrikes
targeting military facilities and missile
factories in Iran, resulting in the death
of four Iranian soldiers. This action
was in retaliation for recent missile
attacks by Iran.

)
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* Israel's Warnings and Intentions

* English: Israel warned Iran of severe consequences if it retaliated. The Israeli government
stated that this action serves as a clear message, indicating Israel’s capability to strike
anywhere within Iran.

- R Wﬁéﬂﬁﬁmaﬁmwmﬂ?qﬁmﬂmﬁaﬁaﬂﬁ;ﬁ
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* 3. Iran’s Response and Retaliation Justification

* English: Iran claimed the strikes caused limited damage and emphasized its
"right and duty" to defend itself. Hezbollah, a Lebanese ally of Iran, also
responded by targeting Israeli airbases.

fRd: ST &1 arar fhar T o1 gHcl § hao HIfAT &7l g5 & 3R
mﬁr gATd & 3PN 9T ST AT ST & oISdTar gaidir
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e 4. International Reactions

* English: The U.S. and Britain urged Iran not to escalate the situation further.
Middle Eastern countries like Saudi Arabia and Pakistan condemned Israel’s
actions, warning against a wider regional conflict.

. R 3RS AR B o KT & U Y 3R F Serer A 3rher
I HIAT IRT R Tifehecdlel S8 FHEF qal oA & FoRIgel ol
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* Strategic Implications

* English: Analysts suggest that Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu aimed to demonstrate
Israel’s strength while limiting the strike to avoid a full-scale war. This shows the use of
calibrated force to send a message.

- T84 Taeevehl &l AT § o SoRIgel YUTAA Adedig & ISy hr HHATGAT
T 8T 379 dTehd e@Tel T WA fhaT| 8T 9ar TR &
forw 9T ser 1 39T fhar |




* 6. Regional and Global Security Concerns

* English: The escalation has raised fears of a larger conflict in West Asia, with
potential impacts on global peace and stability. Countries worldwide are

monitoring the situation closely.

- fREr: 29 Jgdl AT o 9iegH URIT H A9k {aY hl HTAH
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Renovated terminal 1 of
Jaipur airport inaugurated

departure of international flights exclusively. The

terminal, which

Sunday mid; ve a annual c; of

15 lakh passengers. The airport will now have two

terminals, as terminal 2 is already for

domestic flights. Terminal 1 has been started
agapofn

years. The Jaipur international airport is
operated by Adani Group, which took over its
management in October 2021 on a lease for 50
years.

Police inspector touches feet
of Brij Bhushan, sparks row

After a video of a ULP. police inspector

the feet of controversial former BP MP Brij

Bt uacinn Shharaes Shogh st viral on Sanarday;

the Opposition targeted the BJP government,
alleging that when the ponce themselve:

their head at the feet

government™,

Anil Singh, {n

$25-mn pandemic fund goes
to curb ‘zoonotic’ diseases

The Union ernment has launched a
with the Asian Development Bank, World Bank and Food and Agriculture

NEW DELHI

he Centre has start-
ed work on the $25-

million G-20 pan-

demic fund project to im-
prove animal health in

dry Minister Rajiv Ranjan
med

Lau the project

an Sridey: I & deslened to
e country’s

he;

by u

ries and developing labora-
tory nesworks. This will

Strea,

warning. laboratory infras-
tructure development, and

tion, and would create a
more integrated system for
monitoring and managing
~zoonotic™

ject to i

gthening infrastru.
and expand aremal neaxh srpidriorl

e fund will be used to upgrade

at high risk of em
fections as per the infec-
tious diseases index. “In-
dia scored low (42.8) on
the Global Health Security
Index with a high level
risks and

and

“This andemic fund
project addressing human
health through the lens of
animal health would re-
duce the risk posed by a
pa emerging from
animal (domesticated or
wildlife) and transmitting
to the human popul
endangering their heald’l
nurrition se;

ds

veloping human capacity-
builds 1o en-

ED attaches X163-cr.
assets in Bengal
recruitment scam

KOLXATA
Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has provisionall,

of Group C and D staff in

State-run schools by offi-

cials of the West Bengal

Central School Service
Commission.

In ks statement on Sa
turday,
Mr. Roy as ethe
Aleman ivolved in e sl
leged collection of money

from
candidates™.
of recruit-

ng

hance the skills and capa-

bilities of animal

human resources. It will al-

50 be used 1o upgrade data
management systems, and

help  curb
diseases.

“The Centre said the pro-
Jject, in partnership with
the Astan
Bank B), the World
Bank and the Food
Agriculture Organization
(FAO), wouls imj

August
M Singht sald the fund
supported the existing in-
itiatives of his department
through enhancing disease
surveillance, including ge-

aya, Secre-
sai

pandemic  preparedness
and marked a sig-
nificant step towards build-

ing a resilient framework
guard the councry.
Union Animal Husban-

public health vulnerabili-

= he sald. Cli-
change was
intenattying ¢ the risks and

dis-

capa-
bilities will enable better

a disaster

ments conducted by the
panel in 2016 for teaching
and nonteaching vacan-
gles for Classes 9t0 12 were
the cash-for-
hvaat s recnikmant
“scam®.

The prime accused.
former West Educa-
ton Minister Partha Chat-
terjee, was arrested in con-
nection with recruitment

Unfair

rious persons and by flout-
ing the relevant Rules,” the
ED mentioned In its state-

D had iniciated the
investigation on two FIRs

Group € and D staff were
allegedly recommended

“The allegation includes
[job] appotntment without

o Mr. Singh and sought his hlesslng leading to nomic and dry C Ahhljlt ease in lndla. he said, cit- fairness, in a conspiracy with
an uproar. for early Mitra said the country w. ing the example of diseases  for the livestock sector. criminal conspiracy by va-  others™.

e L Downslide in press Protesting doctors hold i
e cccesry managng e pans it g'oe:ggm n mﬁla isa Imeetat RG. Kar Hospital, |presidencor
now on restoration efforts fol T . Ram - - tors’ Guil
= st = make fresh call for justice

Pt e Ergrn

well-marked low-pressure area over north Odisha
Prieta. s el o svmakiers larhher winl
become Insignificant during next 12 hours,” the
lmDsmd at 6.30 p.m. on Salurdzy ny villages

e and Bhadrak districts are facing flash
floods due to intense rainfall, prompting
Odisha Fire Service to rescue stranded ressdents.

TBSE president sparks major
controversy after joining BJP

The president of the Tripura Board of Secondary
2 CTBSE), DI s

has sparked a controversy by joining the BIP.
‘While the ent of others has gone largely
"s decision has.

unnoticed, Dr. Gan rys
caused a stir. This Is the first time a senior official
oversees

from the TBSE that schooldeaving and
higher

sded school Jjoined
a political Some of his decisions, such as

sparked protests by various tribal student
Eroups.

N. Ram, veteran journalist
and former Editor-in-Chief
of The Hindu, on Saturday

NRam

ing before the Supreme

Court of india,” he sald.
Mr. Ram is a peirioner

in a case filed in the Su-

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

ADer SRR AR

strike on October
zn, the protesting junsor
doctor Bengal

held a mass convention at

concerns.
The doctors, who have
been seeking justice for a
trainee doctor who was
raped and murdered at the
in August, said

they would decide the fu-
ture course of their agira-

tion wi

ence in India had pendent p into the | tion after consulta
gone down further from  mass at the cm
114 in 2004 to 159 In 2024  Pegasus. vention_

a e in the de- The convention fea-
World Press Freedom In- cade from 20H4 to 2024, as

dex published annually by
Reporters Without Borders
(RSF).

he Central govern-
ment has made concerted
efforts to poll d censor

SUDOKU
~

the Internec, social media

technology platforms.
Tt has cersainty conducted
il

on
large mumber of joumal—
ists, ivil socie-

=B 00NIG
O
)
NOB» =0
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v activista” and’ adlached

gets by deploying mili-
urygl:de spyware like Pe-
gasus. The marter is pend-

tured talks, songs, and dis-
i than

across
India compared with 11 in
the previous decade.” he

tively,
challenges be[ng ‘faced by
Indian language media.

with calls for justice. Civil
soctety supporters of the
doctors” protest came in
with placards and banners
seeking justice.

77-day fight
Ploles(lng doctor Aniket

their own ways of protests.

Volcing comcerns: A Comvention of JUmor octors at R.G. Kar

This movement has shown

vohu
behlnd the crime.’

protesting doctors and fal-

hospitat on Saturday. CESASISH SHADUR

sely accused of threat and
imidation.
(he‘y \MEI"E on !he Hist ofSI
loctors led from
lhe hnspllzl over wvarious
ons.

A doctor partictpating in
its meeting said they had
been part of the junior
doctors” protests since the

rst day but did not want
= o partitipate i the casse:
work agitation and hence
they were sidelined.

He said, “They did not
like us, that is why they

5 this noc a threat
culture in itselfz~

Anant Nath, editor of The
Caravan, was on Saturday
declared elected _unop-
president of the Edi-
Tors: Guild of India for a se-

and treasurer, respectively,
the Guild said in a press
statement.

More than 30
flights receive
bomb threats

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

as 33 flights re-
threats Sa-

to pre
Ete acemes v mistlorma:
tion as per IT rul

Mischievous provocation and

political

propaganda: India slams Pak. at UNSC

UNITED NATIONS

India slammed Pakistan’s

mischievous
provocation based on their

raked the issue of Kashmir
at the debate, Mr. Harish
said,

1t's completely mis-
o mdulge in h

tion” and “political propa-
ganda~ during a Security

bouring coun-

and

e and tested tactic of  placed &
political
* In-  this aornial de-
dia’s Permanent Represen-  bate.”

tative to the UN Ambassa-
dor P. Harish said in the
UNSCon F

Air. Harish delivered In-
dixs satement ar the
UNSC Open Debate
“Wom bullding peace m

re
1 leapicabia yer en-
tirely predictable that one

ina strong. nghl of Reply
to Paki ch again

“We are well sware that
the condition of women

s Com-
are subject to
“abduction. forced reli-
conversions and
forced marriages every

ties, as per data of Pakis-
Human Right

to
communities, notably Hin-
dus, Sikhs, and Christians
in that country, remains
deplorable,” he said. Mr.

to the
men, Peace and Security
WPS) agenda. Air. Harlsh

equal.

NTA ex-chief Subodh
Kumar Singh posted
in Steel Ministry

Press Trust of India
g

NEW DEL

subodh Kumar smgh who
removed as the Direc-
TorCanerat of the National
in June, has

been appoln!ed Additional

larities in the conduct of
the National Eligibility-
cun\-mrmoe Test and the
National st.
Delhi's Chief Electoral
Officer P. Krishnamurthy
‘will be the new Chairper-
son of the National Phar-

Adviser In the Steel Ainis-
try, a Perso: nistry
rder said on He

Author-
ity. the order said. Senior
mcm Vipin Kumar has

was ousted as the NT.
e aNegett B

aﬂ.he NEports Authority of




$25-mn pandemic fund goes
to curb ‘zoonotic’ diseases

The Union government has launched a project to improve animal health security in a partnership

with the Asian Development Bank, World Bank and Food and Agriculture Organization

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre has start-
T ed work on the $25-

million G20 pan-
demic fund project to im-
prove animal health in
India as part of an effort to
improve the preparedness
and response to
pandemics.

Union Animal Husban-
dry Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh launched the project
on Friday. It is designed to
enhance the country’s
“animal health security”
by upgrading and expand-
ing animal health laborato-
ries and developing labora-
tory networks. This will
help curb zoonotic
diseases.

The Centre said the pro-
ject, in partnership with
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), the World
Bank and the Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO), would be imple-
mented with the fund to be
utilised by August 2026.
Mr. Singh said the fund
supported the existing in-
itiatives of his department
through enhancing disease
surveillance, including ge-
nomic and environmental
surveillance for early

Strengthening infrastructure: The fund will be used to upgrade
and expand animal health laboratories. AP

warning, laboratory infras-
tructure development, and
cross-border  collabora-
tion, and would create a
more integrated system for
monitoring and managing
“zoonotic” diseases.

Alka Upadhyaya, Secre-
tary of the Ministry, said
the fund was designed to
bolster animal health se-
curity and the initiative for
pandemic preparedness
and response marked a sig-
nificant step towards build-
ing a resilient framework
to safeguard the country.

Union Animal Husban-
dry Commissioner Abhijit
Mitra said the country was

at high risk of emerging in-
fections as per the infec-
tious diseases index. “In-
dia scored low (42.8) on
the Global Health Security
Index with a high level of
environmental risks and
public health vulnerabili-
ties. Sixty per cent of path-
ogens that cause human
diseases come from dom-
estic animals or wildlife,
and 75% of emerging hu-
man pathogens are of ani-
mal origin,” he said. Cli-
mate change was
intensifying the risks and
frequency of zoonotic dis-
ease in India, he said, cit-
ing the example of diseases

borne by the mosquito vec-
tors Aedes aegypti and
Aedes albopictus.

“This pandemic fund
project addressing human
health through the lens of
animal health would re-
duce the risk posed by a
pathogen emerging from
animal (domesticated or
wildlife) and transmitting
to the human population
endangering their health,
nutrition security, and live-

lihoods of vulnerable pop-
ulation (small-holding
farmers, especially wo-

men),” Mr. Mitra said.

The fund is aimed at de-
veloping human capacity-
building initiatives to en-
hance the skills and capa-
bilities of animal health
human resources. It will al-
so be used to upgrade data
management systems, and
enhancing analytics capa-
bilities will enable better
risk assessment, improved
decision-making and more
effective communication
strategies related to animal
health risks. The project
hopes to strengthen insti-
tutional capacity at both
national and regional le-
vels by supporting the de-
velopment of a disaster
management framework
for the livestock sector.



* . Introduction of the Project

 English: The Indian government has launched a $25 million project funded
by the G20 pandemic fund to improve animal health and prevent zoonotic
diseases. This project is a collaboration with the Asian Development Bank,
World Bank, and Food and Agriculture Organization

- B T TR & 25 TATIIA STl & Uk Hiolere A& T &,
ST 20 FETHRY B3 § fad AT &1 s 36437 9 Fareed |
FUR FIEAT IR SfAICeh Wl kel %I g H|o1crc TRt
SqaIHT d&, des a9 3R TeT AR FN e & ag dRET #

gl




* . Objectives of the Project

* English: The project aims to strengthen India’s animal health security by
upgrading laboratory infrastructure and enhancing disease surveillance. It
focuses on building a resilient framework for preventing pandemics

originating from animals.
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* 3. Scope and Implementation

English: Led by Union Animal Husbandry Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh, the
project will involve collaboration on disease monitoring and managing
zoonotic threats. The project is expected to be fully operational by August
2026.
fedr: i aerurere HAT Ieiig It 188 & diged H 38 Wiolge A
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I




* Focus on Emerging and High-Risk Diseases

* English: India ranks low on the Global Health Security Index, with high
vulnerability to zoonotic diseases, exacerbated by climate change. The
project targets diseases transmitted by animals and vectors like Aedes

aegypti.
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* 5. Building Human Capacity and Enhancing Analytics

* English: The project will also invest in human capacity-building, data
management, and analytics to improve disease risk assessment and

response strategies.
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* 6. Expected Impact

* English: The fund is anticipated to create a more integrated system to
monitor zoonotic diseases, reduce public health vulnerabilities, and protect
livelihoods, especially for vulnerable populations like smallholding farmers.
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Diwali dressing

Know what's in trend
to add some glamour
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wardrobe = P&
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Jewellery buyers go gold lite this festive season

BETTING BIG ON LIGHTWEIGHT

® Demand for slim
designs, low caratage
due to high prices
VAISHALI DAR

New Delhi, October 26

WITH GOLD PRICED at T78,490/10
oo X7 )

55‘

s-30%
) Five in Clermarnd in pat 3
years

for intricate designs

£ rings.
Aoceptades of 14 e
= to give a wider spread of
picreality Hooducrs ot Ahractive
ints. This combination of

“With potential

plans for entry into quick commerce,
he brand in the first half of the year

Jewellery, demand for low carat gold
is booming. N aider, the govern-
ment ety nnnfed hat O-carat

Aajor players like Malabar Gold
and Diamonsds, Kalyan Atia

bu

et gmwlh of close to 509%
head,

Son. Maia by Taisiih ba

. o last year, both online

v festive

a
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ISR e bemg
reinvented in their
online avatars B P6

Mithai meets
chocolate

its avatars
4ow the festival
neans different
hings across

he country = P8

FPIs hike stake in
28 Nifty f’rms in ()3

NTMESULY-September
juarter, FPIs increased
heir stake in 28 out of SO

ey
n 21 firms within the
ndex. However, their

€89,428 crore) worth of
hares inluly September.
Compited by

K-M' Kadam
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Nifty S0 companies <
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Soft landing a possibility: FM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Washington, October 26

A SOFT-LANDING OF the global
coomomy, which has experienced
tremendou the pase
Years, is increasingly a pos-

days are

rving that better
£ the

abead primarily because of
crdinated action between coun-
tries and multilateral financial

SRR 150 0f the Workd Bank,is that there
O AT DN will be a soft landing, The efforts by
THE SENSE IS WE e o .

countries to manage any supply
chain shocks that have been the

the last, let Stleast

the same time sounded a note of

caution that ecomomies are not
really picking up that much yes.

“The largest sense which pre-

Das rejects idea
to cut food from
inflation target

AGENCIES week said a cut would be “very,
i October 26 veryr i ?

ated! see

RESERVE BANK OF Indiagov-  price growth on a “durable

ernor Shaktikanta Das said on
Friday that eliminating food

prices, which for

who

targess would amount to~not
having 3 targes™ Speaking at 2

tha
angued that since interest rates
can't control the prices

of food,

tional Economics forum in
rashs dur-
ing the annual

poficy tools"to deal with infla-

caussed by sup-

mestings of the BN GOVERMNOR may be counter-
Internati ~ productive™
Monetary T and That proposal
(IMF) and World COMMON has divided econ-
Bani Pt omists. fayanth
such’ 2 move  UNDERSTANDS  Rama Varma 3
sense to normal HEADLINE of the RBI's rate
con: o= “Tar- INFLATIONAND  panel, said there
getingcoreinfla  SHOULD REMAIN w2 Absca
sion N that sgher
inflation  wil EIATINAY. food costs are

Aaruti,

To launch new
zireon Nov 11,
>w Amaze in Jan
CRAM CHAUDHARY
w Delhi, October 26 B

passenges vehicle
M) market has decisively

e towards compact
ity vehicles (SUVS), Maruti
ki and Honda Car India are

Honda race to revive sedans

COMPACT SEDAN SALES

pushing up pri-
= more broadly

B i e S
- -

fore, the sense is we can only have

ing & increasingly a possibility.”
i told 2

DC-based global think-tank.
“Then that reasomable
growth numbers will come

in the hsk fow years” Sithacaman
atthe

ICICI Bank Q2 net
profit up 14.5%

s i and Interna-
tional St s

“But with that said, all of us had
to sound  note of caution e

estimates had pegged the profits at 110,952
growe. Net ntoreat income, the differonce
betwen interest camed and paid, rose 9.5%
to 20,048 crore st September

hat iyt she said.

Continued on Page 2.
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Coatinued on Page 2

ting the g by coming ' i
3t remains to be seen whether

twith new Launches in the  launched on mber 11, the are
>4 e sedan cy. mew Amaze is likely to be up  sellwellin iti nths,
arces said while Maruti & Mobilic: 5 -y won't be able to shift the
mching a new tion  Showdusing fanuary 17-22. c_umv.xgn: associate  masses
of! P 5t that =i director,
A ing S&PGlobal Mobility, told  Continued on Page 2
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Q2 investments up 42.5%, capex recovers: data

slower

ce; Maharashtra tops the list with 661

pmjecns.umgmemmmtpnmaxnungmem"m mvatmenblnl.hequnm:r mmwnhatl&m 1000 crore increase to 173 from 132 in previous quarter

Vikas Dhoot corded a sharper spike of 5 3 3 projects, while 1,591 were
NEW DELHI 185.6% to hit around 21.54 Govt. capex reboundsin Q2 FOl‘elgl'l nvestors from the private sector.
lakh crore in Q2. e . The Projects Today survey
s vk tavestment e e e aoone: - withdraw I85,790 cr. noted tha the number of
dy ns bounced back  ments grew ata more sob- (71 WTRRNEI T e Re R e T projects worth at
paddy storage strongly in the July-  er pace of 22.2% but ac- least 1,000 crore, in-
to-Septeml quaner counted for nearly 66% of 200 b wvaluations, and the cre m
~Ew vith the total investment tally, % .. NEW DELHI devated priciog of worth 24.02 lakh crore in
The Union govemment on coves from a Iu.ll in me with for i - Q1 to 173 pre
Sunday dishssed reports of first quarter amid the ‘bling their ed bets on 100 2ec2 Foreign investors have e lates outlon came lakh crore in Q2, in-
hortageofsdecuste sorsge | Sabha election and pﬂva:le the Indian markes from @1, & cca contmedscinginthe . afer a rinemonth: bigh dicating improved cor
space affecting paddy investors stepping up al  to crore 5% s indian market, among project pro-
procurement in Punjab, ataslower pace, lifting  Domestic private capital k3 a massive 285,790 crore u'o'e n September moters.
terming them new project outlays to the  recorded a I7.5% uptick in — — — — — — from equities in October
“misinformaticn” created with level over  the value of new invest- (Combtrect| gove | gk | o e due to Chinese PULL RmEONY O Trend to persist
“vested interests". » PAGE 2 the past year-and s half. ment plans, accounting for Ownership. measures, attractive stock  » PAGE & 3. Hegde anticipated thas
51 lakh crore fresh ———————————————— o PrOpeCtSTCxkoy Com upward trend pro-
Jumped 425% in the se- outlays, as per data from ject investments will per-
use d quarter (G2) of 2024 Projects Today, which has  tract the second-highest in- inothelist  tureplans. However, witha  fresh nvestment projects St aver the nest two quar-
of false cases 25 to £9.21 lakh crove, rela.  been tracking ne o vesants worth akncst | of top 10 Staas, drawing government rein-  In Q2, with an 18.1% de-  ters but stressed that the
5 lience media te o, the Apriiiodune  going investment projects  €1.39 lakh crore In Q2. t plans worth il giantig e et manufacturing  key to unlocking the full
noe. quarter or Ql, when T the country since 2000, Kenataks, with 2740 G822 crore. June 9, the quarter  outlays soared nearly 79%  potential of these invest-
investment .- crore of new projects, “and “In st quarter of has witnessed an upsurge to over t2.22 lakh crore ments lies in swift and ef-
NEW DELHI ments had more " than top Tamil this fscal yoes, oaor pro- w fictive execution.
‘new report from the World halved on a sequential ba- Among the States, Maha- came third and fourth in  ject announcements by ments by both the public Pprojs Jumped 45% to mnely Ilnpk'
Association of News Publishers | sis to 26.46 lakh crore. rashira remained the top Q2 regaining ground from  Central government agen-  and te sectors,” Pro- about 2417 lakh crore. mentation of ans
flags the growing. o L l;ed .ldmlni:l;:ﬂoll:; d'::w for I{:leslmm was QI whenmmgl . ha: ti:s were postpone: ned due jects Today director ::: = um projects is crucial :r mdm
ernments resortingto false | ramped up new outlays the case in Q1 661  dropped to the eighth an CcEO - projects rose 24. 10 not only meet its higher
charges of financial crimes to 67% to nearly t1.62 lakh  projects worth €2.81 lakh  10¢h positions, ann during the Lok Sabha  told The Hindu h also
the press. [t documents | crore, outnumbering Cen-  crore. respectively. polls, and the private sec- Mining was the only sec- Of the 2,684 new invest-  generate  much-needed
eight diffecent cases of media | tral government capex Gujarat recovered from  The erstwhile State of  tor had also dela tor to record a q ments n Q2, -
under sttsck, including thatof | plans which, however, re-  the fifth spot in Q1 to at-  Jammu and Kashmir made  Ing major capital expendi- quarter contraction In 1,093 were government ties,” he underlined.
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+ PM cautions
people against
‘digital arrest’

NEW DELHI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday Cautioned peopie.
gainss the “digtal arest”
scam that defrauds victims of
their hard-e:

campagn 10 spread awareness
of the menace. » PAGE 6

Political turmoil
in Georgia after
disputed polls

TSt
Georgia plunged into political
turmod on Sunday aftes the
kg paty deckied vickory
pardiamentary election

by the Opposition as g
Official tallies from 9% of
precincts showed the ruling
Georgian Dream party winning
54.08% of the vote. » PAGE 14

Rowing forward

In unisen: Women compete in a boat race at the Dal Lake, in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, on Sunday. 1

Israeli strikes kill 45 in Gaza as truce talks resume

calxo
tsraell

killed at least 45 Palesti-
e mernk e the Gaza Strip

of thes
" of the enclave,
P efeminiin health oo
said, as efforts to secure a
‘ceasefire in the more
yearlong war resumed in

The directors of the
U.S.s CIA and lsrael’s Mos-

Somers, the offcial said.
The talks aim at getting
Israel and Hamas to agree

oM @
K

halt In fighting for less =
than a month in the hope it i
would lead to a more per-
manent ceasefire.
There was no immediate /
goimnant fram Hamay bt 4
alestinian official close >
To the mediation. effore
said: “I expect Hamas
would listen o the new off-

Israell forces out of Gaza ™
‘Atleast 43 of those killed
on Sunday were in north-

Pushed to the corner: The site of an israeli strike on a school
shekering displaced peopie In Gaza iy, REUTERS

v.hr« weeks, medlu and  said. Footage

clrculated on
Palestinian  offictal  Palestinian media, which
news agency WAFA said. could not mme-

Strike on school

school sheltering displaced  sualties. Bodles were scat-
tinkan inshai  tered on the ground, while
camp in Gaza City, killed carrled  wounded
Pine persons and wounded  children in thelr arms be-

20 others, with many In

fore loading them in a
critical condition, medics  vehicle.

The Israeli military sald
it was looking into the re-
port on the strike on the
school

“Three local journalists
were among thase killed at

racks retaliatory campaign
In Gaza is approaching
43,000, Gaza health offi-
cials say.

IRAN PROMISES RESPOMSE
» PAGE 14

10 injured in stampede at
overcrowded platform in
Mumbai’s Bandra station

MUMBAI

A stamy on an over-
Srowded plationn st the
Bandra railway station in

hours of sunday, officials
Western Railway offi-

cials said the incident oc-

curre passengers

wried to board m= Bandra

“Terminus-Go

tyodays Txam bakoe &

came to 3 halt.
“The 515 am.-sche

press was brought from the
yard to the platform at 2.44
am., when some passen-

gers wied w board the
mm Jeading to injuries.

imme-

passengers,
indrath Sabanl, 15, and
oor Mohammad Shaikh,
18, were transtorred to the
K.EM. hospital for treat-
ment. A(\:or the
BMC offictals, Mr. Noor sus-
tained mulnpk injuries,
uired oxygen sup-

Among the other in-
jured passengers, five were
recelving reatment ot the
Bandra Bhaba Hospital.

“The placform was Jam-

There no
space to even stand. Peo-
ple were jumping

each other

reach the train’s dooss. 1
came to drop him, saw him
vanish in the crowd. Later,
1ot to know he was badly
injured,” Vikas Gupta,

of Parmeshwar

the
Mumbs: after "

Yogendra Ya-

Triggering outrage

The stampede during the
busy festival season trig-
gered outrage. Congress
leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha,  Rahul  Gandhi,
slammed the government
and called its negligence a
“serious concern”.

“The stampede is the
latest_example of India's
crumbling infrastructure.

e train accl-
dent in June

ged them in a long legal
bllde.

. and g
blicity ate smod oy when
there is a fc be-
hind them that actually

works to serve the public.
It is a serlous concemn
when a lack of mainte-
nance and neglect of pu-
blic propesty lead o loss of
lives

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut said that over

about
bullet trains, Metro, and
trains?”

Nationalist  Congress

rashtra for the BJP's elec-
tion work and promotion,
but had no time to visit the
railway office and take cog-
nisance of the incident.”

After the incident, West-
ern Railway placed restric-
tions on the sale of plat-
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Next mission is to give X1.100

T month to women: Mann

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
3

November 13 Assembly bypolis, Ishank

the C
Fioah larpur discrice. - Seeing the presence of a
er of women at the Chabl

AAP government cares about their

investing over ¥77 cr. for
health are at Mahakumbh

The U.P. government is

investing over ¥77.5 crore

£ enaimn. the nealth and wenhemg of all devotees
w

\'ls')nng
Stamesnen

governmen:

d.lreded s ommls la ﬁ'nshse b) Dec:elnber 1S all
healthcare preparations for the religious fair,
January, the

scheduled in

release mald. The tHeakts

Alical services, fncluding X-Ray
to handle up to 10 kakh
outpatient visits and 10,000 inpatient adml

advan«dme
MRI. With a capacity

wluv and

issions,

hitech temporary hospétals are being

constructed., it said. -

LUCKNOW

he death of a 32-
T in

Y
family and residents block-
ing Vibhuti Khand Road,
where the houses of sever-
al Ministers are located., in
the Uttar Pradesh
!

compensation.
The family alleged that

sported him to the
ianobar Lohia Hospital i
an anemp( to conceal thy

O October 25, my son
had a mi-

later when my elder son
went to see him, the police
locked him up too claiming
that he was Intoxicated,”
said Tapeshwari Devi. the

so severely that he died in

the lock- They
low us to meet him
ter tansported him 1o
ar Lohia Hos-
pnal_ s el s
clared - she said.

didn’t al-
and la-

ers on charges of murder
and criminal conspiracy
based

leged custodial death. the

This is the
ccond death in
police custody in UP. in
a fortnight. Where the
aw k

Family blocks road after
man dies in police custody
in Lucknow; SHO booked

anka Gandhi Vadra: BJP govt. should
now dunpg the name of ‘police custody’ to torture house’: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav

brutality. Where the law
themselves are

are taking lives, from
whom should the public
expect justice?
PRIVANKA GANDII VADRA
Semoc Comeress leader

Opposition parties target-
ed the ruling Bharatl)a Ja-

tality.

tained two youths and one

become synonymous with

ice?” sendor Congress
T Gandhi Va-
dra said in a post on X.
“Meet kin's demands”
Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident Akhilesh Yadav said
Police custody’ i
e should be ren:

the last 16 days. gO-
wvernment, which is an exp-
ert in ng names.
should now change the

e ice custody” to
1. -, Every de-
mand of the victim's family

effective steps to provide
Justice to the victim's fams

Punjab: Union govt.
dismisses concerns
over paddy storage

The Centre on Sunday dis-
missed reports of storage

uate storage space remains
the

bility.
~“Some rumours are be-
ing spread. I want to clear-

led to
1ift their blockade from na-
ays at four

~tardy~
and lifting a

paddy pro-
nd

“ood and Civil Supplies Mi-
nister Lal Chand Kataru-

chak Agriculture Mi-
nister Gurmit Singh
Khudian, after which the
farmers announced lifting
of the blockade.

while, a del
of an.m Janata Party

road blockades at a few
places in the State for an
indefinite period to protest

“tardy~ paddy lifting.

Grading civil servants on ability to attract
investments is unfair: ex- U.P. Chief Secretary

The UP. gove. has

of investment recetved o1
maling i as main eritesia
not be

falr, as civil servant in dis-
tricts perform multiple res-
1

LUGKNGW
Dmnbnng as “unfair, the 0dC =y
decision

District Magis-
trates (DMs) and Divisional in the State lopment scheme,
Commissioners based on
performance in promoting ernment

will put pressure

Ioans In thelr respective dis:
tricts and including it in
their Annual

Report (ACR
Chief Secretary Alo!
jan on Sunday said that it

on civil servants whose
primary job is to look after
law and order and adminis-
tration in the district.

“To evaluate the DM or
Commissioner on the basis

i mmsunem promotion is
made a prime criteria. offi-
Chale: iy dlsogard baskc
job and divert thetr atten-

~ said Mr. Ranjan, a re-
Hired 1578 bavch 145 ofcer

from the U.P Cadre.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Ranjan added as some
districts close o Delhi like
Ghaziabad or Gautam
Buddha Nagar have geo-
graphical advantage for
vestment, uniform m
ment of DMs across UP.
districts is not possible. He
said the decision may force
officers to run after inves-
tors for signing MoU of in-
ent intent which may
not transform into actual
investment.

Absence of leaders at poll strategy meet
in Karnataka irks Congress leadership

matah, Deputy Chief However,
BENGALURU Minister D.K. Shiva- downplay the ab-

kumar and AICC gen-  sence, the Chief Mi-
Inviewofthebyelec:  eral secretary in-  nister . “Many
tions to three As- rge of

sembly constituen-
cies — nnapatna, — some legisla-
Shiggaon. and S oo and Minteers likely because
dur — in by

chay
n.mdeep Singh Surje-

while some did not.

on November 13, the
Congress on S

held a virmual meet g
ing. In the

anchored by Chief
Minister Siddara-

were
their absence.
Surjewala amndm

rje:
d their se-
d  ad

and at
meeting held On Sunday. SPECAL ARRANGEMENT

Police probing sexual
harassment charges
against IPS officer

CHANDIGARN

The Haryana Police on
sSunday said they have
Lsunched an v after a
letter surfaced on social
media

in the letter that two fe-
male police
from the district
colluding with the IPS of-
ficer in the entire matter.

an IPS officer of sexually
harassing some
policewomen.

oA factfinding inquiry

5.
The ADGP told PTI over
phone that the IPS officer

letter himself requested for

the entire marter.

atia said the 1PS
afcer facing allegations
will also be

Lungi-clad
policeman
punished for
misbehaviour

MAUGANI (M_P.)

A sub-inspector of polh:e

media showing him cad in
a lungt while on duty and
ill-treating a woman who
had come to a police out-
post to lodge a complaint,
a police official said on
s

m-‘z' outpost n-charge

count of what

an p
in the martter.

cian Vinesh Phogat e
manded

dent of Police, Astha Modi,
2 woman officer, has been
asked by the State police 1o
conduct a probe and sub-
mit a pon to the
department

The purported lester,
addressed to the Chief M-
nister and said to be signed
by seven

the guilty” in the matter.
1n a post on X in Hindi,
the Congress MLA from Ju-

had surfaced on social me-
dia on Friday, i which al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment have been levelled
against an IPS officer who
is posted in ana

It has also been alleged

~Th ices must have
either been
now. or are being sup-

pressed every day...
Just as every section of so-
ciety supported us, we and
the entire society are also

th them. The culprits
should be punished,” she
said_

Patel, 50, has
tached"

=
¥
g

ed
based on the complaint of
the woman.

In the viral video, Mr.
Patel can be seen shouting
at the woman, telling her

him at the outpost.

15 villages on alert as
water released from
dam in Tamil Nadu

TIRUVANNAMALAS

da: ual
leased on Sunday, the third
time since September this

\~ol.r Projec( JKRP) Dam,
ayan
Tills, and the Pambax River

in Jawadhu Hi
These waner sources,
which are upstream of

have
receiving steady rain in re-
cent weeks.

Sluice gates

vear. ra Pandian told the re-
vVillages at the foot of  sidents of villages along the
Hills, to relocate to
Lalpettai, Kattwmannar-  safe places.
o Mk

di, ‘and Paruthikudi re-
cefved heavy spells of rain
recently.

“Water from Sathanur

and re-
venue officials, along with

quired to shift mdems oa

Dam has been to
maintain its storage level at
114 fees, as per norms.
in December this year can
we store water to its full ca-
pacity of 19 feet” K_San-
thosh, Assistant Engineer
(AE), WRD (Sathanur
Tharmd 2kl T2 ot
s of WRD, which
matataing. G dam, sald
thesotal inflore SA3,630 £
per second was due to
Water from three sources,
namely Krishnagiri Reser-

the
Nerbank o safe places. R
med

e its.
1058, this was the Fret time
in many years that the dam
was able to atzain the ca-

ials. They said this
made possible with the re-

placement of the old sluice
gates with new ones._

20 to charge phones,
I300 to fill water tanks in
cyclone-hit Odisha district

BHADRAK

People in many villages in
vpur block of Od-
Isha's Bhadrak diser

Vehicles

the electricity supply has
been disrupted by cy
Dana.

People are forced to pay

power supply a:
possible,” said a youth of
. village ~ of the
district.
Meanwhile, Tata Power,
which pro\'ldgs ele:(rln:l(y
ross Odisha,
electricity has tiean roa
in around 92% of the

affected areas and it has

deployed additional teams
o accelerate full
restoration.

Engineers, linemen and
support staff are working
closel

y with government
agencies and local authori-
ties, the company said in a
stateme:

Aerial survey
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi on
Sunday undertook an ae-
rial survey of the areas af-
fected by Cyclone Dana.

Chief Secretary Manoj
Ahuja, he surveyed coastal

Minister's Office said in a
statement.

Severe cyclonic _storm
Dana struck the eastern
coast in the early hours of
Friday, triggering torren-
tial rain and high-speed
winds that uprooted trees
and electric poles and
caused

and Disaster Management
Minister Suresh Pujart and

lamage
to infrastructure and crops
in Odisha.
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Grading civil servants on ability to attract
investments is unfair: ex- UP. Chief Secretary

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Describing as ‘unfair’, the
U.P. government decision
on grading District Magis-
trates (DMs) and Divisional
Commissioners based on
performance in promoting
investment and facilitating
loans in their respective dis-
tricts and including it in
their Annual Confidential
Report (ACR), former U.P.
Chief Secretary Alok Ran-
jan on Sunday said that it

The U.P. govt. has
decided to hold DMs
and Commissioners
accountable for
boosting investments
in the State

will put additional pressure
on civil servants whose
primary job is to look after
law and order and adminis-
tration in the district.

“To evaluate the DM or
Commissioner on the basis

of investment received or
making it as main criteria
for evaluation will not be
fair, as civil servant in dis-
tricts perform multiple res-
ponsibilities like rural deve-
lopment scheme, law and
order, implementation of
government programmes
for poor and marginalised.
If investment promotion is
made a prime criteria, offi-
cials may disregard basic
job and divert their atten-
tion,” said Mr. Ranjan, a re-
tired 1978 batch IAS officer

from the U.P Cadre.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Ranjan added as some
districts close to Delhi like
Ghaziabad or Gautam
Buddha Nagar have geo-
graphical advantage for in-
vestment, uniform assess-
ment of DMs across U.P.
districts is not possible. He
said the decision may force
officers to run after inves-
tors for signing MoU of in-
vestment intent which may
not transform into actual
investment.
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Maharashtra match: MVA names | Troops will have to | Indias Nature
g0 to original base to | jndex rank 176.

259 candidates, Mahayuti 235

MeUMBAL

he Nationalist Con-
gress Party (Sha-
radchandra Pawar)

ndidare lists
featuring nine and 14
s, y, for

The ruling alliance. com, the BJP. Shiv Sena and NCP. has yet to announce candidates for 53 seats and the
MVA for 29 seats; the Assembly has 288 seats: candidate selection for a few seats

sition

creates ripples in NCP (SP), Shiv Sena (UBT)

Ahead of the Assermil

cles, Shiv Sena (UBT) wosk:
miffed at
of NCP (sP)

seats. The MVA has the
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT)
and NCP (SP) as Its

er who joined the NCP
=

In the Chinchwad, Bho-
sari and Pimpri consttuen-

cam:bdaxs for these searts
and have to work
et

NCP (SP) tally
The NCP (SP)'s Hst has a
ding
Party (SP)

leader who will contest as
an NCP (SP) candidate.

seat is Stare Agriculture Mi-
nister and OBC leader Dha-

Par was
Sfier he oined the NCP
(SP) on Saturday.
NCP (SP) leaders who
have turned their consti-

into

Party State
the

such as f Minister Ra-

Jayant Paril
names of young faces
as SP leader Fahad Al

r

m  An Naga:
(Mumbai), Gyayak Patni
from

young Muslim
people wanted us to give
him a chance. So now, he

maesh Bang Gingna), Rahel
e nchwad
(Pune), Mohan mjnao Jag-
ap from Majalgaon (Beed),
Amul Wandile from
mngznyu: (Wardha), fea-
ture in the list. The candi-
oy or Rajesaheb Desh-
mukh from Parali indicates

y of the party’s women
<candidates to 11

The day also saw Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde's

Shiv Sena announce candi-

dates, 12 of them for consti-
n the

Metropolitan Region. The
party named Milind Deora
from Mumbai’s Worli con-

Electiol clection, Maharashtra Chief Minister Exnath Sthinde addresses an election rally n
Sen (UETI Chiet Gothaw Thackeray greets Shiv Sena (Shinde) leader Babanrac Gholap who joined the party in Mumbal. ANueTs

MP and former ash-
tra Chief Minister Narayan
Rane will contest from Ku-
Gawli, who is
an MLC and has been MP
from Washim for over 20
years, will contest from Ri-
sod. in Balapur. former
MLA Baliram Shirsakar will
compete with Shiv Sena
WUBD
st

attain de-escalationy

MuUMEAT

External Affairs Minister S.
kar

and border management.~

“Reached first phase”
“At places where the ten-
sion was more, we decided
not to patrol it. So, the cur-
rent agreement will allow
us to look at the next step

and discuss how to
the borders. Not everyth-
is resolved, but we have
phase.”
told

“We will scon resume

e B founh list of 12 candi-
dates wit]

eral foemmer MIAs. Pormmer
NCP  leader

” The current
agreement will

allow us 1o look at the

next step and discuss

govt. slammed

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday

vernmen
portedly being r- 176
out of 180 countries on the
Nature Conservation In-
dex. Ad “sShould the
bona fides of Israel's Ben
rsity that co-
he index be al-

action from ¢
nment on the reporled

how to manage the
Not

is resolved. but we Iuvr:
reached the first phase

S.jArsHANKAR
Enermal Affairs Mimster

< general secre-
tary - communsca-
tions Jairam Ramesh said,
“Whenever India gets a ve-
1y low rank on some global
or the other, the im-

said, logical PM's I
the financial capital of in- | beaters and cheerleaders is
dia, has become a to artack the index as
of counter-terrorism glo- | a plot to defame India by
bally. However, the mis- | agenda-driven y
take: 1d not be repeat- s~ But what will be
=a and the country st | the response to the ustre-
take a st d st | leased Namre Conserva-

terrorism -
“We were presiden! of
Council

security

Bhalke will contest from
Pandharpur for the Con-

Dartatreya Bahirat from

reign in\resu'nenl produc-

tion, and t growth,

helping mngt‘henlng Jn-
frastructure

country:

can-
didacy for the second tme.

to the 26/I1
Atumbal terror artacks, Mr.

patrolling along the Line of  the UN Securs
Nmin | Actual Contol [LAC] in1a-  during our membersmp

dakn” and hosted a

n Maha-  council eting

rashtra, Mainiser  Bret fime in the  hotel
hsev- | pr. the BJP's do where a terrorist attack

engi: in .

said, “The has “We are leading

done significant work in fo-  against terrorism

nd
changed,” the Minister ad-
ded.

nesia 177, according to re-
ports.

‘Mahayuti
powers to
corporate

NEW DELHI

ss on Sunday
i

ram Ramesh alleged that
the environment clearance
for the 7,000-crore Pat-

used its

support
cronies’

S

Jairam Ramesh

pur rose up in protest
against the AGEL's 27.000-
crore Patgaon

strugsling with low rainfall
and limited availability of
water, he said. No public

meetings were held before
the project was

srant
permission. Locals  are

Green
CAGEL) was ap-
pointed o an Expert Ap-

pact it would have on the
worsening water situation,
he said.
~This Is just one of three
Adani projects that have
in

prassal (EAC) of
e Centre that approves

eco-
sensitive areas of

tricity pmjecxs. such as
those made by AG

Soon aﬁer. in December
2023, the residents of more
than 100 villages in Kolha-

In debut political speech, Vijay slams
looting in name of ‘Dravidian moder

S. Prasad

N. Saj Charan
VIKRAVANDLCHENNAL

Actor and Tamilaga Vettri

Addresstng a massive
gachering of party workers
at the first State-level con-
ference of the TVK at V. Sa-
lai near Vikravandi in Vil-
upuram districe, Mr. Vijay
positioned himself against

very we come
here and who shouldn't, as
Tamil Nadu has been the
land of secular principles,”
he said.

Actor and founder of -rvnvuay Guring his nany\s fless political

at

At the same tme, he
said, “Our next enemy, the
political enemy. is a self-
serving family group that is
looting Tamil Nadu by in-
voking the names of Than-
thal Periyar and

unday. FT1

for us to face those who are

cide the date for the demo-
cratic war [implying Tamil
Nadu

majority-minos divide
among people, who are
united, scre. ascism,
fascism, ism.” he ,

“The time is not oo far

On that day, every vote of
the people to TVics sym-
he 23

of power. He said the

chiyar and Anjalai Ammal
asits

Union govt. defends
Aadhaar-based wage
payment for workers

NEW DEL

The Union Rural Develop-
ment Ministry, in a state-
ment on Sunday, defended
using the Aadhaar-based

Payment System u\nm) for

“A group of people will

ical mento not
subscribe to ISt
principle. We not

anyone's belief.

Annadurail said, our poll-
Iaslam,

alling

it a “major Teror thas

ng leakages.
The Ministry was react-

been added, with net dele-
tion of workers standing at
39.3 lakh_

i said that

rectly into bank accounts

based on the Aadhaar

numbers of workers unﬂer

the MGNREGS, dolng awa:

with several layers in the
Pproc

e e Dtacter 26, the
Centre said that 13.1 crore
active workers, or 99.3% of
the total number of active

ing to a report by LibTech,
a of i

cy is ondre %
devan (one communicy.
one God). But we take

bol in afl ¢ consti- -
tuendes will be Hke &  ‘erment, ecucarion for all
b girls, social justice and ra-

He for con- Ve fol Kama-
ucting a caste census and  rajar for his secular princt
gMng proporl\onal repre. honesty:

jobs. ar \ljay also ex-

pressed confdence that

emerge victo-
ajorit

liance with parties, which
approach TVK. and shar-

for Ra-
ni Velunachiyar for her va-
Jour: and Anjalai Ammal
for her selfiess contribu-
ton during the freed

e, The TVK 1s the
first to have women
leaders as ideological men-
tors.

and to
the high rate of deletion of
workers enroll

ments insistence on using
the ABPS for wage pay-
ments.

From January 1 _thi
year, the ABPS has been

made .

are eligible for

ABPS.
“It is a fallacious argu-
ment that workers' de-
for work is not regis-

tered if their accounts are
not led and that
their

because reason.

Case'af non-eligiie work:
ers, whose ABPS Is sull
States/UTs have

April and Bas

been

lakh workers were re-

w©
all banks to ensure timely
seeding of Aadhar num-
bers of NREGS beneficiar-
ies into NPCI (National Pay-
ments Corporation of
India) mapper,” the Minis-
try said

MLP. Police probing social media
post in ordnance factory case

JABALPUR

The police on Sunday
an

levance of the

and four lines written in
English in connection with
the Ordnance Factory Kha-

n Octob-

into a social media handle
hailing Pakistan,

o 22 that left two persons

probe has ruled out out-

side hand into the
ent.

~An investigation is on

into connection of

a social media post on X

handle named -Pakistan

1w video
of Khamaria am where a
blast in

Former MP Shahabuddin’s wife, son join RJD

Hena Shahab, wife o.f lhe
late

Facsory K.haxmna.

buddin. a gangster- St
and her son Osa-

The police are trying to
the

ma joined the Rashtriya Ja-
mata Dal (RJD) in the

wric-
ten in English. ~1 speak. It
vas a pleasure to visit Kha-

hospétal-

lty. 1 have spoken the wis-

dom is yours” the X han-
dle tweeted.

of party
Lak: Prasad and Leader of
the Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly Tejashwl Yadav

n Patna o

Ever since Ms. Shahab
contested the Lok Sabha
election as an Independent
candidate from Stwan, the

RID Chief Lalu Prasad gving the membership receipt to Hena
Sahab while Tejastvi ¥adav is also next to him. ane

RJD wanted her to return
to the party keeping the
Assembly election of 2025

in mind. Though she lost,
she came second and got
more votes than RJD candi-

date Awadh Bihari Choud-
hary.
Sources said that there

~The family of the late
was never far
today has

from us and
> |

come closer to us.” Mr. Pra-
sad said. He gave the in-
ductees the RJD member-
ship receipt, the party's
symbol and cap, and a co-
Py of his blography.

Shahabuddin was seen
as the most important
leader of the Muslim-Yadav
combination. He had
played an important role in
establishing the political

minance of the party
but after his death in May
2021, while serving a life
sentence in Tihar jail, the
RID maintained a distance
from his



India’s Nature
Conservation
Index rank 176,
govt. slammed

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
took a swipe at the BJP go-
vernment over India re-
portedly being ranked 176
out of 180 countries on the
Nature Conservation In-
dex. Adding, “Should the
bona fides of Israel’s Ben
Gurion University that co-
developed the index be al-
so questioned.”

There was no imme-
diate reaction from the go-
vernment on the reported
ranking.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said,
“Whenever India gets a ve-
ry low rank on some global
index or the other, the im-
mediate response of the
non-biological PM’s drum-
beaters and cheerleaders is
to attack the index itself as
a plot to defame India by
agenda-driven busybody
NGOs.” But what will be

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh said,
“Whenever India gets a ve-
ry low rank on some global
index or the other, the im-
mediate response of the
non-biological PM’s drum-
beaters and cheerleaders is
to attack the index itself as
a plot to defame India by
agenda-driven busybody
NGOs.” But what will be
the response to the just-re-
leased Nature Conserva-
tion Index in which India
ranks a miserable 176th out
of 180 countries, he asked.

“This Index has been
co-developed by Israel’s
Ben Gurion University. Will
the bona fides of this un-
iversity too be ques-
tioned?” Mr. Ramesh said.

India has scored low in
the Global Nature Conser-
vation Index, ranking 176
out of 180 countries. It is
placed just above Kiribati
which ranked 180, Turkey
(179), Iraq (178) and Micro-
nesia (177), according to re-
ports.



« A New Conservation Benchmark

* Launched in October 2024, the Nature Conservation Index serves as a
comprehensive tool for measuring conservation performance across

countries.

« The NCI was developed by the Goldman Sonnenfeldt School of
Sustainability and Climate Change at Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev in collaboration with BioDB.com, a non-profit organization that
maintains global biodiversity data.



* The index evaluates nations based on four key indicators: land
management, biodiversity threats, capacity and governance, and
future conservation trends.



* India’s Struggles: Land Use and Biodiversity Threats

* India’s low ranking is largely attributed to rising biodiversity threats and inadequate
land management practices.

« The nation has experienced a significant rate of land conversion, with 53% of its land
repurposed for urban, industrial, or agricultural development.

 This extensive land use transformation has heightened the need for sustainable
land management techniques.

 The index also flagged excessive fertilizer usage, with a sustainable nitrogen index of
0.77, warning of increasing soil pollution that threatens long-term soil health



« Marine conservation efforts also fell short, with only 0.2% of India's
waterways under protection and none within its Exclusive Economic

Zone (EEZ).

* While 7.5% of India's terrestrial land is designated as protected, the
index emphasized that greater action is needed to safeguard marine
ecosystems.



Bsonday, October 28, 2024
CHENNAL

THE HINDU

Worild

ey Ay 4 P

The opening of the island, known as Sindalah, comes
ahead of 2 major mwestor fonam in Riyadh. ALE PHOTO

Saudi Arabia opens
resort island at
futuristic mega-city

RIVADH

Sea island fe:

rum sometimes referred ©
ert~ which will be

-Nmu is comn\lned ) suppnmng the King-
i, vy the open

dom’s new era of ry touri:
ng of Sindalah,” chnf executive Nadhmi al-Nasi

encased 170-kilometre-long skyscrapers meant to
extend inland from the coast.
Unveiling The Line in 2022, Crown Prince Mo-
bin Salman said its population would ex-
ceed one million by 2030 before climbing to nine
2045,

ot e N is progressing alongsld.e other

major development projects
0. Prince

2030, without specifying which ones.

futurisc mega-c

tination offers visitors a

cts launch
Mohammed's bid to posmon
exporter for an eventual
il future. In December, Finance Minister

art of

Two secretive Iranian military bases
sustaln damage from Israeli attack

amme and another base tied to its ballistic

pUBAL

n Israeli attack on

tran damaged facil-

ities at a secretive

military base southeast of

the Iranian capital that ex-

perts in the past have

linked to Tehran's nuclear

weapons programme and

at another base tied to its

ballistic  missile  pro-

gramme. satellite photos

analysed on  Sunday
showed.

Some of the buildings

d sat in Iran's Par-

Shim military base, where

weapon. Iran
long has insisted its ou-
Clear programme s peace-

ful, though the LAEA, West-
ern

diately respond to a re-
quest for comment. The
1sraeli military declined to
< 3

‘Do not exaggerate”
, Iranian S

=== T2e B g
it hard: Satelbte image shows damaged buildings at iran's Parchin mistary base an Sunday. A7

and Tehran provinces.
Himed Relda” conld > 1ie
seen In satellite images
from Planet Labs PBC
around Iran’s Tange Bijar

natural gas production site

and others say Tehran had

damage could
be seen at the nearby
jir il base, which

tunnel sys-
tem and missile produc-
tion sites.

tran’s military has not
acknowledged damage at
either Ki jir or Parchin
from Israel’s atwack early
on Sarurday. though it has
said the assault killed four
tranda;

n rs worl
the country’s air defence
sysems.

‘s mission to the Un-
1tedl Narions did a0t e,

Leader Ayatollah Al Kha-
menei on Sunday told an
avdience that the Israeli at-
tack “should not be exag-
gerated nor downplayed.”
while stopj short of

in llam on Satur-
day, though it was not im-
mediately clear if it was re-
lated to the attack.

“The most telling damage
could be seen in Planet
Labs of Parchin,
some 40 south”

<
retalistory strike. Israeli
P

many sites

being in llam, Khuzestan,

east of downtown Tehran
near the Mamalu

There, one structure ap-
peared to be totally des-
troyed while others looked

metres away from down-
town Tehran, damage
could be seen least

at
two structures in satellite

‘Analysts including Deck-
er Eveleth at the Virginia-

based think tank CNA, joe

its after the two attacks on Israel
high explosive 1 sive ballistic missile arse-
“Such tests may have i nal, M Eveleth said.
cluded b

compressing a core of nat-
ural

issued
lnxnled.lale!y afer the at-
tack on e Istae-

the initiation of a nuclear
fve,” a 2018 report
by the instinite says.

In a message posted on
the social platform X early
on Sunday. the institute ad-

is not

guess to access Parchin in
s undexr what, if any,

at the e
ton-based Foundation for

urday.
At Parchin, Albright's In-
stitute for Science and In-

uld  have

been inside of the ~T-
sk building early on Sa-
turday. There were no Is-
raell strikes on Iran's ol
industry, nor its nuclear
enrichment sites or its nu-

Ii military sasd it large(ed
“missile manufacturing fa-
cilitics used to produce the
missiles that Iran fired at
the state of Israel over the
last year™
Destr. such sites
could greatly disrupe Iran's

lran 's overall ballistic

missile arsenal, which in-
cludes shorter-range

Ses cinable g reacs farsied,
be

the in a series of
artacks.

There have been no vi-
deos or o

parts or damage in civilian

Ronse and other tulld
where Iran used industrial
mixers to create the solid
needed for its exten-

the recent artack — suggest-
ing that the Israeli strikes

were far more accurate
than Iran's ballistic missile
barrages t Israel in
April and r. Israel

‘Satisfied’ electorate in ‘stable’ Uruguay
to pick between two centrist leaders

MONTEVIDEO

The small South American
nation of Uruguay is hold-
ing a remarkably civilised
general election on Sunday

Tid.

No one ex) the out-
come of the vote to herald
in this na-

issues. the campaign is be-
ing fought over voter con-
cerns like child poverty
and security.

Rising homicides and

Uruguay's presideriial candidate for the Frente.
Front) party, Yamandu Ors, casts his vote an Sundsy. GETTY IMAGES

of the region’s
“Boring but good"
“In a has

e .
said Juan Cruz Diaz, a polit-
ical analyst who runs the

ters recently vented their
rage at the status guo, Uru-
guay's electorate re:
largely satisfied with the
government's ess-
fiendly policies and the
economy's steady growth.
The current centre-right
President, Luis Lacalle

al term Hmits bar Mr. La-
calle Pou from running for
a second consecutive term,

rty's can-

Cefeidas < ancy Lacalle former Chief
group in Buenos Alres. of Staff who started his ca-
“We have seen so many reerasa

dramatic changes in Angen- His main challenger is
tina, Bra: Co- rsi, 57,

lombia and suddenly we
face election in Uruguay in
which there is a general
consensus,
sta

While in neighbouring
Brazil and Argentina, vo-

Frente Am-
plio (or o Bront) coatl

3 gove
vears before Mr. acane
Pou’s 2019 victory.

Celebrating the dead

Clese connection: A man cleans the remains of a loved coe at a oo
cefebration in the Mayan village of Pomuch, Campeche State, Mexico, on Saturday. AFP

rruetery as part of an ancient ritust ahead of the Day of the Dead

China’s second-generation factory owners go digital to combat economic challenges

NANTONG

Dressed in a pristine white

incong: figure in her
parents” dusty, hangarli
metal hardware factory in

tured excitedly while an as-
sistant_ filmed her on a
smartphone.

The &ymrﬂld is one of

nufacturing sector, pitting
digital _native  skillsets
against the rising costs and

ush-

nufscruring was not always
her firse choc:

When Ms. Qm was a
child, her parents encour-
aged her to aim at a white-
collar office job far from
the dust and din of the fac-
tory floor.

Even when they were
starting the factory, their

good education and break
out of the cycle of farm-

Qiu said of her pa-
rents, who come from agri-

years spent
working in consumng the

P s. Qiu now

ing clients abroad. focts she hat —ihis very
Ms.Qiusaidshe grewup  strong responsibility to
with “the se of ma- back o

chines running
night”, but working in ma-
<pe

Eive
manufacturing”.
Ms. Qfu has set up a

cugh videos posted on

‘media, which in Chi-
na can only be accessed us-
ing a VPN

Changing times
It is a stark contrast from
the way earlier generations
conducted business, often
with many middlemen and
at the mercy of major

uyers.
in her videos, a cheerful
in fuent

asseml
Tier parents, who found-
ed the factory in the 1990s,

rent frames
factory in Nanton,

were part of a massive

Robyn Qi beng famed
L I eastern China's JIAngsu province, AFP

in her metal parts

gest economy.

‘wave of

that marked the first de-
cades of China's reform
and opening up, when the
country transformed into
the world’s factory — and
eventually. its se lar-

ng wages
in China and geopolitical
tensions partn-
ers including the United
States have made alterna-
thve locations such as
bodia and Bangladesh in-

crmug‘y attractive o

“The Qlus lost major cus-
tomers In the 2010s after
refusing an offer to move
production

Flagging domestic de-
mand in recent years has
further on_ the
sector, with the official fac-
tory activity index in China

ing
o Prachscts, Iasericrels
for construction use, rath-
er than only making parts
for clients.

Ms. Qfu said she sees the
supply chain as a pyramid,
with International bran,

“~China is in the middle,”
she said. And now, “either
we go up or we will go
down™.
Ms. Qiu said the reac-
tlon £o her videos has been
azing”. with more
!.han 500 buyers contact-
Ing her since May this year,
and

1,50,
users l'ollow(ng her tnsta-
gram page.

Her un.hne success is
ed by other Chan-

gerdat, the Chinese name
for fac-

Changerdai content has
h at home
me.

does impressions of form-
er US. President Donald

‘On domestic  placforms,
a six-e short video
drama called The Empire
of Towel — made by a towel
factory Changerdai — has
billions of views.

tory owners — a play on

of generational wealth,

videas~, sasd Ms. Qi




Two secretive Iranian military

bases

sustain damage from Israeli attack

Satellite photos show damage to a base experts in the past had linked to Iran’s nuclear weapons programme and another base tied to its ballistic

missile programme; damage could disrupt Iran’s ability to manufacture new ballistic missiles to replenish its arsenal after the two attacks on Israel

Associated Press
DUBAI

n Israeli attack on

Iran damaged facil-

ities at a secretive
military base southeast of
the Iranian capital that ex-
perts in the past have
linked to Tehran’s nuclear
weapons programme and
at another base tied to its
ballistic  missile  pro-
gramme, satellite photos
analysed on  Sunday
showed.

Some of the buildings
damaged sat in Iran’s Par-
chin military base, where
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) sus-
pects Iran had in the past
conducted tests of high ex-
plosives that could trigger
a nuclear weapon. Iran
long has insisted its nu-
clear programme is peace-
ful, though the IAEA, West-
ern intelligence agencies,
and others say Tehran had
an active weapons pro-
gramme up until 2003.

The other damage could
be seen at the nearby Kho-
jir military base, which
analysts believe hides an
underground tunnel sys-
tem and missile produc-
tion sites.

Iran’s military has not
acknowledged damage at
either Khojir or Parchin
from Israel’s attack early
on Saturday, though it has
said the assault killed four
Iranian soldiers working in
the country’s air defence
systems.

Iran’s mission to the Un-
ited Nations did not imme-

diately respond to a re-
quest for comment. The
Israeli military declined to
comment.

‘Do not exaggerate’
However, Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei on Sunday told an
audience that the Israeli at-
tack “should not be exag-
gerated nor downplayed,”
while stopping short of
calling for an immediate
retaliatory strike. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu separately said
on Sunday that Israel’s
strikes “severely harmed”
Iran and that the barrage
“achieved all its goals.”

It remains unclear how
many sites in total were
targeted in the Israeli at-
tack.

Iranian officials have
identified affected areas as
being in Ilam, Khuzestan,

and Tehran provinces.
Burned fields could be
seen in satellite images
from Planet Labs PBC
around Iran’s Tange Bijar
natural gas production site
in Ilam province on Satur-
day, though it was not im-
mediately clear if it was re-
lated to the attack.

The most telling damage
could be seen in Planet
Labs images of Parchin,
some 40 kilometres south-
east of downtown Tehran
near the Mamalu Dam.
There, one structure ap-
peared to be totally des-
troyed while others looked
damaged in the attack.

At Khojir, some 20 kilo-
metres away from down-
town Tehran, damage
could be seen on at least
two structures in satellite
images.

Analysts including Deck-
er Eveleth at the Virginia-

based think tank CNA, Joe
Truzman at the Washing-
ton-based Foundation for
Defense of Democracies,
and former United Nations
weapon inspector David
Albright, as well as other
open-source experts, first
identified the damage to
the bases. The locations of
the two bases correspond
to videos showing Iranian
air defence systems firing
in the vicinity early on Sa-
turday.

At Parchin, Albright’s In-
stitute for Science and In-
ternational Security identi-
fied the destroyed building
against a mountainside as
“Taleghan 2.” It said an ar-
chive of Iranian nuclear da-
ta earlier seized by Israel
identified the building as
housing “a smaller, elon-
gated high explosive cham-
ber and a flash X-ray sys-
tem to examine small-scale

high explosive tests.”

“Such tests may have in-
cluded high explosives
compressing a core of nat-
ural uranium, simulating
the initiation of a nuclear
explosive,” a 2018 report
by the institute says.

In a message posted on
the social platform X early
on Sunday, the institute ad-
ded: “It is not certain
whether Iran used urani-
um at ‘Taleghan 2, but it is
possible it studied the com-
pression of natural urani-
um hemispheres, which
would explain its hasty and
secretive renovation efforts
following the IAEA’s re-
quest to access Parchin in
2011”7

It is unclear what, if any,
equipment would have
been inside of the “Talegh-
an 2” building early on Sa-
turday. There were no Is-
raeli strikes on Iran’s oil
industry, nor its nuclear
enrichment sites or its nu-
clear power plant at Bush-
ehr during the assault.

Rafael Mariano Grossi,
who leads the IAEA, con-
firmed that on X, saying
“Iran’s nuclear facilities
have not been impacted.”
“I call for prudence and
restraint from actions that
could jeopardise the safety
and security of nuclear
and other radioactive ma-
terials,” he added.

Other buildings des-
troyed at Khojir and Par-
chin likely included a ware-
house and other buildings
where Iran used industrial
mixers to create the solid
fuel needed for its exten-

sive ballistic missile arse-
nal, Mr. Eveleth said.

In a statement issued
immediately after the at-
tack on Saturday, the Israe-
li military said it targeted
“missile manufacturing fa-
cilities used to produce the
missiles that Iran fired at
the state of Israel over the
last year.”

Destroying such sites
could greatly disrupt Iran’s
ability to manufacture new
ballistic missiles to replen-
ish its arsenal after the two
attacks on Israel. Iran’s pa-
ramilitary Revolutionary
Guard, which oversees the
country’s ballistic missile
programme, has been si-
lent since Saturday’s
attack.

Iran’s overall ballistic
missile arsenal, which in-
cludes shorter-range mis-
siles unable to reach Israel,
was estimated to be “over
3,000” by Gen. Kenneth
McKenzie, then-comman-
der of the U.S. military’s
Central Command, in testi-
mony to the U.S. Senate in
2022. In the time since,
Iran has fired hundreds of
the missiles in a series of
attacks.

There have been no vi-
deos or photos posted to
social media of missile
parts or damage in civilian
neighbourhoods following
the recent attack — suggest-
ing that the Israeli strikes
were far more accurate
than Iran’s ballistic missile
barrages targeting Israel in
April and October. Israel
relied on aircraft-fired mis-
siles during its attack.




* English: Israel launched an attack on two secret military bases in Iran,
allegedly connected to its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. Satellite
photos revealed damage at these sites, which could hinder Iran's ability to
replenish its missile arsenal.
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* Details of the Targeted Sites

* English: One of the targeted sites was Parchin military base, associated with
nuclear weapons research. Another was a facility linked to ballistic missile
development, where high explosives tests were suspected by the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
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* . Significance of the Damage

* English: The damage could limit Iran's capacity to manufacture missiles used
in its defense against external threats, thereby disrupting its strategic
capabilities.
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* 4. Iran's Response and International Reactions

* English: Iranian officials, including Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, accused Israel of
exaggerating the incident while issuing a warning. Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu emphasized that Israel would retaliate against Iran’s
missile attacks.
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* 5. Implications for Global Security

* English: The attack raised concerns about increased tensions in the region,
with Iran likely to seek retaliatory measures. The situation has also garnered

attention from global intelligence agencies.
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The opening of the island, known as Sindalah, comes
ahead of a major investor forum in Riyadh. FILE PHOTO

Saudi Arabia opens
resort island at
futuristic mega-city

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia’s planned futuristic mega-city
known as NEOM announced on Sunday the open-
ing of its “first physical showcase”: a luxury Red
Sea island featuring restaurants, hotels, and
yachting berths. The opening of the island, known
as Sindalah, comes amid persistent doubts about
NEOM’s viability and ahead of a major investor fo-
rum sometimes referred to as “Davos in the Des-
ert” which will begin in Riyadh on Tuesday.

“NEOM is committed to supporting the King-
dom’s new era of luxury tourism, with the open-
ing of Sindalah,” chief executive Nadhmi al-Nasr
sald in a statement.

AFLAAL NAA UL LFLELLMALAN AALSs

“NEOM'’s inaugural destination offers visitors a
‘first glimpse’ of what the future holds for our ex-
tensive portfolio of destinations and develop-
ments.” Sindalah is “spread over 8,40,000 square
metres” and will be set to receive “up to 2,400
guests per day by 2028”, the statement said.

NEOM is best known for The Line, twin mirror-
encased 170-kilometre-long skyscrapers meant to
extend inland from the coast.

Unveiling The Line in 2022, Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman said its population would ex-
ceed one million by 2030 before climbing to nine
million by 2045.

Work on NEOM is progressing alongside other
major development projects launched as part of
Vision 2030, Prince Mohammed’s bid to position
the world’s biggest crude exporter for an eventual
post-oil future. In December, Finance Minister
Mohammed al-Jadaan said officials had decided to
push the timeframe for some major projects past
2030, without specifying which ones.



BACK PAGE, P20
PhonePe banking on
new revenue streams

EFE, P10

INTERNATIONAL, P3

Michelle Obama blasts
Trump at Harris rally

Handset makers focus on
long-lasting batteries

‘g_* -.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2024 rarome 2 riavsrons WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

SFINANCIAL EXPRESS

VOL € MO, 203, 34 PAGES, £22.50 (PATIA & RAIPUR ¥23.00) F LB LIZHED READ TO LEAD

NEW DELHI,

IN THE

N E W S

COP29: INDIATO
PUSH FOR MORE
CLIMATE FUNDS

Rising costs dent
India Inc margins

COST SIDE STORY

Market gurus see muted
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| | RENTALS SHOOT UP AS FIRMS, CONSULATES RETURN |
Nariman Point gets a new lease of life

RECENT DEALS

oy the benchmar Pﬂlly £

index down more than 5% from

recon highs hit on September 27,
to persistent foreign selling.

Continued on Page S

IT MAY NOT be the bustling central busi-

ness district it once was but Nariman Point

is getting a new life. With a clutch of com-

panies, Law firms, foreign consulates and
5 oéfsces b

Jefieries india
The Boston Consulting Group
The Federal Republic of Germany

lease rentals have moved up.
i= has whetted the appetite of prop-

et BElent the rertats rould
Chints ali the xway to over T1,090 per
e et Aoty Aoy Pt Tt
cussent levils of st €370 per e T
ure, rentals in the tony Bandra Kurla
Complex (BKC) Bave hit €1, 000 per sq £t

The
€15 Speciality Chemicals

8353 Bhavan

Moechst House®
| Nairman Bhavan®

o oy o e =
located in Nariman Point. The better con.
nectivity with the 10.58-km Coastal
Road and Metro 3 between Seepz an:
Cotaba is a big draw.

L

Compare that with just 17.000 <q ft of
leases that w
Thale i forwochpiacon

ere closed out in

Sanjay Dutt,MDand CEO of Tata Realty

has driven

locating their offsces in Nariman Point as

g
start catching up with valuations

typically bull markets usually end
in the ffth oc sixth year, oc at Jeast,
take 2 reasonable breather. “We asc
in the fifth year of a bull market,
o simply, statistically, a cooling:
off period is due, and we may well
be starting that now,” he said.
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SBI NAMED BEST BANK
IN INDIA BY GLOBAL
FINANCE MAGAZINE

STATE BANK OF India (SBI) was
recognised as the Best Bank in
India for 2024 by Global Finance
Magazine of the US at its 31st
Annual Best Bank Awards event
held during the sidelines of
Annual Meetings of the IMF and
the World Bank in Washington.
SBI chairman CS Setty received
the award.



© TATA-AIRBUS PLANT IN VADODARA FOR C295 TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT

Modi, Sanchez to unveil first pvt
fac:|I|ty formllltaryalrcra today

PM and his Spanish
counterpart to
hold bilateral talks

SHUBHAJIT ROY

New Delhi, October 27
SPAIN'S PRIME MINISTER
Pedro SanchezisreachingVado-
dara on Monday where he and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will hold bilateral talks and
inaugurate the Final Assembly
Line (FAL) plant of the C295
medium-lift tactical transport
aircraft for the Indian Air Force.

The Vadodara facility is
India’s first private military
transport aircraft production
plant, a partnership between
Tata Advanced System Limited
(TASL) and Airbus Defence and
Space (Airbus DS).

Under the first ‘Make in
India’aerospace programme in
the private sector, India is to
acquire 56 C295 aircraft to
replace the IAF’s legacy Avro
fleet.

Airbus is to deliver the first
16 aircraft in fly-away’ condi-
tion from its FAL in Seville,
Spain. The remaining 40 air-

Of the 56 C295 aircraft bemg acqmred for the IAF, 16 will be delivered from Spain. Of these
six have already arrived

craft will be manufactured and
assembled by TASLat the Vado-
dara facility.

With a proven capability of
operating from short or unpre-
pared airstrips, the C295,
sources said, is used for tactical
transport of up to 71 troops or
50 paratroopers, and for logis-
tic operations to locations that
are not accessible to current
heavieraircraft.

It can airdrop paratroopers

and loads, and can be used for
casualty or medical evacuation
(medevac), as demonstrated
during the Covid-19 crisis,
using either basic litters or
mobile intensive care units
(ICU) with life support equip-
ment. The aircraft can perform
special missions as well as dis-
aster response and maritime
patrol duties.

Sources said the ministry of
defence and Airbus signed a

REUTERS

$2.5 billion contract for the
supply of 56 C295.The first of
16 aircraft was delivered to the
IAF from Spain in September
2023 —so far 6 aircraft have
been delivered.

The FAL plant in Vadodara,
sources said, will roll out the
first Made-in-India C295 air-
craftin 2026.The 56th aircraft
isexpected tobe delivered to the
IAFby2031.

The first Make-in-India pro-

ject in aerospace in the private
sectorinvolves the full develop-
ment of a complete industrial
ecosystem: from manufacture
to assembly, test and qualifica-
tion, to delivery and mainte-
nance of the complete lifecycle
of the aircraft.

Apart from the Tatas, lead-
ing defence public sector units
such as Bharat Electronics Ltd
and Bharat Dynamics Ltd as
wellas private MSMEswill con-
tribute to this programme,
sources said.

At present, the only final
assembly line for the C295 air-
craftislocatedin Seville —italso
produces the Airbus A400 air-
craft.Thisis thefirsttimeAirbus
will have a full production sys-
teminanother country.

Spain’s Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez,accompanied by
his spouse Begona Gomez, will
be on an official visit to India
from October 28 to 30.

He will hold bilateral talks
with Modi at the Laxmi Vilas
Palace. Thiswill be his first visit
to India—the first by a Spanish
PM after 18 years.

Modiand Sanchezhave met
several times on the sidelines of
multilateral meetings.



* English: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
will inaugurate India’s first private facility for manufacturing military transport
aircraft, the C295, in Vadodara, Gujarat. The plant is a collaboration between Tata
Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) and Airbus Defence and Space.
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* . Significance of C295 Aircraft

* English: The C295 aircraft, which has a capability to carry 71 troops or 50
paratroopers, will replace the Indian Air Force's legacy Avro fleet. It is
designed for tactical transport, logistics, and medevac operations, suitable
for both short and unprepared airstrips.
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e Details of the Contract

 English: Airbus is set to supply 56 C295 aircraft under a $2.5 billion contract.
The first 16 units will be delivered from Spain, with the remaining 40 to be
manufactured in Vadodara. The full delivery is expected by 2031.
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 Strategic Importance of the Project

* English: This project, under the 'Make in India' initiative, is the first full
production line for the C295 outside Spain. It signifies India's advancement
in the aerospace sector and promotes a comprehensive industrial ecosystem

involving private and public sector entities.
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* Bilateral Engagements

* English: Apart from inaugurating the facility, PM Modi and PM Sanchez will hold
bilateral talks to strengthen defense and aerospace cooperation between India and
Spain. This visit marks Sanchez’s first official trip to India since taking office.
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Minimum Diet Diversity Failure (MDDF) in Indian States




* The report was published in the National Medical Journal of India published
by All India Institute of Medical Sciences.

* Minimum diet diversity

* Minimum dietary diversity is a reliable and widely used indicator approved
by the World Health Organization (WHO) that reflects the access and
consumption of diverse food groups and essential micronutrient availability
to the children.

* As per the WHO, nutrition-related factors lead to approximately 35 percent
of child deaths and contribute to 11 per cent of the total disease burden

globally.



* Key Findings of recent report

» Data sources : Scientists used National Family and Health Survey (NFHS)
datasets from rounds 3, 4 and 5 to examine MDDF among children
longitudinally, regionally and across population groups having diverse
background characteristics.

 The NFHS surveys, under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
provided representative data covering India. The MDDF rate declined
from 87.4% in NFHS-3 (2005-06) to 77.1% in NFHS-5 (2019-21).



* Prevalence of MDDF: Despite a decline, eight Indian states, mainly in the
north, central, and west, still have over 80% MDDF among children aged 6-
23 months.



MDDF (%) across 707 districts
of India (grey colourinthe map
indicates dats are not available
for those districts)

Source:

- NFHS-5(2019-21)

= Created with datawr?oper

<B0.0 (95 districts)
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B 70.1-80.0 (193 districts)
M 80.1-280.0 (249 districts)
W >20 (42 districts)



e Uttar Pradesh (86.1%), Rajasthan (85.1%), Gujarat (84%), Maharashtra
(81.9%), and Madhya Pradesh (81.6%) are the highest.

* Regional Trends: Central India had the highest MDDF (84.6%) as of 2019-21.
Only 95 of the 707 districts analyzed showed MDDF prevalence below 60%,
mainly in the south, east, northeast, and north.



* Diet Diversity: Consumption of food items within eight groups, including
eggs, Vitamin A-rich foods, vegetables, and flesh foods, increased from
NFHS-3 to NFHS-5.

* Factors Affecting MDDF: Logistic modeling found higher MDDF among
children of young, illiterate mothers, girls, poor households, anemic
children, low birth-weight infants, and those lacking regular health checkups
at anganwadis/ICDS centers.



United Nations Day



* United Nations Day is observed on October 24th each year.
e About United Nations Day

* The day marks the anniversary of the United Nations Charter coming into
force in 1945.

* The UN was established post-World War Il to promote peace, security, and
cooperation among countries.

 The term “United Nations” was first coined by Franklin D. Roosevelt in
the Declaration of the United Nations on January 1, 1942.



e Arabic
e Chinese
e English
e French
e Russian
e Spanish



* The top four contributors are the United States, Japan, China and Germany.
* UN’s Contribution to the World

* Preventing Nuclear Proliferation: International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) was established in 1957 as an autonomous organization within
the United Nations system.



e The Chemical Weapons Convention-1997 The Mine-Ban Convention-1997,
The Arms Trade Treaty-2014.

e UN peacekeepers forces to implement disarmament agreements between
warring parties.



* Promoting Development: The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) have
served as a framework for raising living standards, human capabilities, and
potential worldwide since 2000.

 The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) works in more than 150 countries,

focusing primarily on child protection, immunization, girls” education,
and emergency aid.

e The UN Development Programme (UNDP) supports more than 4,800
projects to combat poverty, encourage good governance, deal with
crises, and protect the environment.



 Historic Architecture and Natural Sites Protection: UNESCO has
assisted 137 nations in protecting historic, cultural, and natural sites.In
order to protect cultural assets, cultural diversity, and exceptional natural
and cultural places, it has negotiated international accords.

* More than a thousand of these locations have been named World Heritage
Sites due to their remarkable universal importance



* Environment Protection: Climate change is a global problem that demands
a global solution. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
which brings together 2,000 leading climate change scientists, issues
comprehensive scientific assessments every 5-6 years.

* Initiative on Human Rights: UN General Assembly adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.



Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index




* The Index is published by international non-governmental organisation
Oxfam and Development Finance International (DFI), measuring 164
countries’ commitment to reducing inequality.

 About

* The fifth edition of the index ranked countries on their policies
regarding public services spending (education, health and social protection),
progressive taxation, and labour rights and wages .



* The top performers: These are all high-income countries, led by Norway,
Canada, Australia, Germany and Finland.

* Labour policies: These countries start from much lower wage
inequality.
* They have high social spending and collect more tax revenue.

* Belarus, Costa Rica and South Africa are at the best-performing among the
low- and middle-income countries.
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* The worst performers: They are low- g T S - )
and lower middle-income countries, all
situated in sub-Saharan Africa (South
Sudan, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Uganda,
Central African Repubilic, Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Burundi).




South Asian countries’ ranking
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SPICE 2000 Bomb




* |srael launched a SPICE 2000 bomb to destroy a building in Beirut.
* About SPICE Bomb

e The SPICE 2000 is a type of guided bomb, often referred to as a “smart
bomb.”

* It is made by Israel’s owned Rafael Advanced Defense Systems.



* SPICE bombs use advanced guidance systems to accurately target specific
locations.

* The system utilizes both GPS and electro-optical sensors to navigate and
target specific locations.



World’s 1st Global Ecosystem
Atlas




* World’s 1st global ecosystem atlas is
unveiled at the 16th Conference of
Parties (COP16) to the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

 About

* The tool, developed by the Group on
Earth Observations (GEO), is the first of
its kind to focus on mapping and
monitoring ecosystems around the
world.




The Atlas combines existing
national ecosystem maps and
fills in gaps using advanced
techniques, such as Earth
observation, artificial
intelligence and field data
collections.

It is open-source, it would be
freely accessible to all.




* It provides important information about the health and risks facing various
ecosystems, which can help governments, businesses, financial institutions
and local communities make better decisions for sustainable management.



The Mukaab: World’s Largest
Building







* Saudi Arabia has officially commenced construction of the Mukaab — if completed, it
is set to become the world’s largest structure.

 About

* Located in the capital city of Riyadh, this 400m cube-shaped building will encompass a

staggering two million square metres of floor space, equivalent to twenty times that of
New York’s iconic Empire State Building.




* The ‘Mukaab’ is part of the ambitious ‘New Murabba’ project, which aims to revitalise
downtown Riyadh and contribute significantly to the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 initiative.

* The Mukaab will be built using the modern Najdi architectural style, one of the most
prevalent architectural patterns in Saudi Arabia.




Najdi architectural style combines three main factors:

the need to respond to the hot desert climate,

the need for privacy in residential buildings, and

the need to use locally available materials such as mud
brick stone and wood.




New Disability
Certificate Rules



* Recently, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment of India
introduced the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Amendment) Rules, 2024.

* Changes in Certification Process: Authority Requirement:

* Only a designated medical authority at the district level can issue disability
certificates.



Colour-Coded UDID Cards: Color-coded Unique
Disability Identity (UDID) cards—white, yellow, and
blue—were introduced to indicate disability levels.
Blue represents a disability level of 80% or higher.

Online-Only Applications: New norms make

it mandatory to apply for the disability
certificate online.




Reapplication
Requirement: If no action
is taken on a disability
certificate application
within two years, the
applicant must reapply.

Extended Processing Time:
The issuance period for
disability certificates has
been extended from one
month to three months.




Word of the day

Usurp:
seize and take control without authority and
possibly with force

Synonyms: steal, confiscate, occupy

Usage: He tried to usurp the leader’s position
without permission.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/usu rppro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ju:z3:rp/

.
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