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India, Spain slam attacks on UN troops in Lebanon

Inviolability of UN premises. sanctity of their mandate must be res

PM exudes confidence that the C-295 will be exported worldwide in future: the two leaders
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demand, factory output,
maintains growth figure

NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday  acknowledged
emerging concemns of sof-
senti-

moderation In industrial
momentum  in  recent
months, even as it main-
tained that the

Contrary to rural de-
mand that has perked up
‘witl on-

Maharashtra rivals face seat-sharing hurdles

mMuUMBAL

‘With just 24 hours remain-

ing to file nominations for

the Maharashtra

election, the ruling uuu,u

un alllanl:e and the Op)
Ashlﬂ

arvay have ety
ed on seat-sharing in nine
and 16 seats, respectively.
A list of 15 candidates was

sources
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of rural demand picking up
further but it am not ap-
pear as sanguine about ov-
trends.

urn,
admitting that he made a
mistake during the Lok
Sabha election, he said,
“Who broke the
My mother had said,
do not file nomination
against my Dada. He is
standing for the election”
He was referring to Sharad
Pawar accompanying his
Pawar

raction on Monday, while
his family accused Mr.

ne
who filed nomination
against his own uncle in
Baramati on Monday.

‘s
cited the drop in vohume
growth in urban sales of
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fooctall
above-normal rainfall, and
seasonal periods during
which people tend to re-
frain from new purchas-
e,

“inciplent signs of
strains in certain sectors’.

wever, early indications
were not particularly pro-
mising” it added.

The review also noted
that manufacturing grew
Just 1% in August and the

entum in the sector
“seems to have softened in

eradon 'in  automobiles*

growth.

The Ministry’s com-
ments about the pain
points in the economy as-
sume significance, coming

amid a tepid Q2 results sea-
 for carpocate India and

soon after rve
Bank of India (RBI) Octob-
er bulletin referred to
slackening momentum in
indicators such as Goods
and Services Tax (GST) col-
lections,  bank  credit
growth and merchandise
export.

“The FinMin's economic
review, however, cited the
latest RBI surveys on con-
sumer confidence,

10 a “sequential Ampmw-

perfe ce een
tisfactory™ in the first half
of this year, the Ministry
growth risks arise
ﬁom escalating geopoliti-
cal conflicts.
“Their spillover effects
on india could cause nega-
tive weakth effects, impact:
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India, Spain slam attacks on UN troops in Lebanon

Inviolability of UN premises, sanctity of their mandate must be respected, Modi and Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez say; they open C-295 aircraft manufacturing unit in Vadodara;

PM exudes confidence that the C-295 will be exported worldwide in future; the two leaders reiterate their commitment to the establishment of a sovereign Palestine state

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ndia and Spain on
lMonday condemned

the attacks on the Un-
ited Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and
highlighted that the safety
and security of peacekeep-
ers are of “paramount im-
portance and must be en-
sured by all” The two
countries are major troop-
contributing nations to the
UNIFIL.

The inviolability of UN
premises and the sanctity
of their mandate must be
respected, a joint state-
ment issued after talks bet-
ween Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his
Spanish counterpart Pedro
Sanchez said.

The UNIFIL has come
under a series of attacks
since the Israeli offensive
in Lebanon, and on several
occasions, peacekeepers
and positions were target-
ed by the Israel Defence
Forces. India has 903
troops under the UNIFIL,
while Spain has 676 sol-
diers as on October 20.

Earlier in the day, the
two leaders inaugurated
the final assembly line
(FAL) for the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft in Vadodara,
set up by Tata Advanced
Systems Limited in collab-
oration with Airbus under
a 321,935-crore contract
signed in Spain in Septem-
ber 2021 for 56 aircraft.
These are meant to replace
the legacy Avro aircraft in
service with the Indian Air
Force (IAF). The FAL will
manufacture 40 of the 56
aircraft, while 16 aircraft
will come in fly-away
condition.

India’s exports
India’s defence exports
have increased 30 times
over the past decade, with
the country now exporting
equipment to more than
100 countries, Mr. Modi
said, speaking on the occa-
sion. He expressed confi-
dence that the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft
manufactured at the Tata
aircraft complex will be ex-
ported worldwide in
future.

The IAF has inducted

Aiming high: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez at the
inauguration of a Tata aircraft complex in Vadodara on Monday. ANI

six aircraft in its 11 Squa-
dron based in Vadodara.
The first C-295 aircraft was
delivered in September
2023 and the last of the 16
fly-away aircraft will be de-
livered by August 2025.

Of the 40 aircraft, the
first C-295 will roll out of
the Vadodara facility in
September 2026 and the
remaining 39 by August
2031.

The two leaders shared
their firm commitment to

achieving peace and stabil-
ity in West Asia, expressed
their deep concern at the
escalation of security situa-
tion in the region and
called for restraint by all
concerned, the joint state-
ment said.

“The two leaders un-
equivocally condemned
the terror attacks on Israel
on October 7, 2023, and
agreed that the large-scale
loss of civilian lives and the
humanitarian crisis in Ga-

za is unacceptable and
must end as soon as possi-
ble. They called for the im-
mediate release of all hos-
tages, immediate ceasefire
and safe, sustained entry
of humanitarian aid into
Gaza. They emphasized
the urgent need to protect
the lives of civilians and
urged all parties to comply
with international law,” the
statement said.

The two leaders also
reiterated their commit-

ment to the implementa-
tion of the two State solu-
tion, leading to the
establishment of a sove-
reign, viable and indepen-
dent state of Palestine.

Mr. Sanchez will attend
the second meeting of the
India-Spain CEOs forum as
well as India-Spain busi-
ness summit in Mumbai on
Tuesday. He will give the
keynote address at the 4th
Spain-India Forum, co-or-
ganised by Spain-India
Council Foundation and
Observer Research
Foundation.

Pacts inked

Several agreements were
signed between the two
countries, including a
memorandum of under-
standing on cooperation in
the field of rail transport
and the agreement of
cooperation and mutual
assistance in customs mat-
ters, setting up of fast track
mechanism in the Depart-
ment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade,
India and in Directorate
General of International
Trade and Investment, Mi-

nistry of Economy, Trade
and Business in Spain, for
facilitating mutual invest-
ments in India and Spain,
and creation of joint com-
mission under the audio-
visual co-production
agreement.

Mr. Modi and Mr. San-
chez agreed to make 2026
as the Year of India and
Spain in Culture, Tourism
and Artificial Intelligence
(AI). During the year, both
sides will make the maxi-
mum effort to boost the
cultural presence of the
other in their museums,
art, fairs, film, festivals, lit-
erature, meetings of archi-
tects and circles of debate
and thought, the statement
said, as also special atten-
tion will be paid to ways of
increasing tourist flows,
promote reciprocal
investments.

The two leaders also
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to advancing the EU-
India triple negotiations of
the comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement, Invest-
ment Protection Agree-
ment and Geographical In-
dications Agreement.



* 1. Condemnation of Attacks on UN Troops

e Context: India and Spain have jointly condemned recent attacks on
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), stressing the
importance of peacekeepers' safety and UN premises' inviolability.

* UNIFIL Presence: India contributes 903 troops, and Spain has 676
personnel under UNIFIL, making both countries significant
contributors to peacekeeping efforts in Lebanon.



2. Inauguration of C295 Aircraft Facility

e C295 Aircraft Manufacturing: The leaders inaugurated the C295
transport aircraft’s final assembly line (FAL) in Vadodara, under a
X21,935-crore contract sighed with Airbus. This initiative aligns with
the ‘Make in India’” agenda.



Commitment to Palestine's Sovereignty

Two-State Solution: The two leaders reaffirmed support
for a two-state solution for establishing a sovereign

Palestinian state, voicing concern over rising tensions in
Gaza and the humanitarian crisis.



Cultural and Economic Cooperation

Year of India-Spain Relations: 2026 will be observed as
the Year of India and Spain in Culture, Tourism, and
Artificial Intelligence, aiming to boost cultural presence
through fairs, festivals, and academic exchanges.



e . Bilateral Business Engagements

* Spain-India Business Summit: PM Sanchez will address the Spain-
India Forum in Mumbai, focusing on advancing bilateral trade and
economic ties.
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South Afri

ca files ‘evidence’ of

enocide’ by Israel in ICJ case

THBILISY

Georgia President urges West to
back protests against ruling party

RELTERS.

S
South Africa has filed “evidence™ of 3 “genocide” committed by
Israel in the Gaza Strip with the internatianal Court of Justice. The

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharf inaugrated the campaign during 2
ceremany on World Pobo Day last week. 71

document *

shows how the govemment of

Izraet has wolsted the genocide convention by promating the

n Gaza® the e
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Georgia's President Ssfome Zourabichwili on Monday requested the

West to support
official results of a weekend p;

OPPOSITION Protests In her country aganst the
rEamentary election in which the

N'DIAMENA

Around 40 killed in jihadist attack
on Army camp in Chad. says govt.

[
An attack by jhadist group Boko Haram on the Chadian Army killed
around 40 people iate on Sunday near the Nigenan border, the

A garrsan

gowerning party was

3nd aegations of Russian meddsng. &

1 20 zaid. The

targeted by - al
attack took place 3t around 10:00 p.m. local time. &

60% Indian Americans back Harris, 32% Trump, says survey

The ortion of

WASHINGTON DC

new survey of In-

dian American pol-

itical artitudes finds
that while members of this
group strongly support the
Democratic Party, as they
have historically, their at-

2020, when the survey was
Last conducte,
The proportion of those

nts identifving as Democrats is 479
has increased. while those identifying as Republican has remained steady (21

offser, the authors say, by a

rise in identi-
fiers among the Indepen-

dents, yer the soeal neunbe:
f those Identifying with
the ideological left has

grown since 2020.

714 members surveyed
The survey, and its accom-

panying report, was pu-
blished by the sie En-
dowment for International

as P
dents (26%) has increased,
while those identifying as
Republican has remained
steady (21%). The decline
in numbers favouring the
Democratic Party has been

tered Indian American vo-

ters plan t vote for Vice
and

candidate Kamala Harrls,
le just under a third
ab&) intends to vote for
the Republican candidate,
former President Donald
Trump.
The results of the IAAS

graphics which reveal a
gender gap in the support
for both candidates, with

women & Ms. Har-
ris and men favouring Mr.
Trump (particularly
amo: unger popula-
tions). A larger ‘Beogortion
of Indi an wo-

ian
Ten (67%) intend 1o vote
for Ms. Harris than their

down from 56% in 2020, according to the Indian American Attitude Survey; the

Natural choice: An cverwhelming 72% of respondents sid that

their female counterparts
@2%).

The report says the res-
pondents rate  Indian
American Republicans un-

male (53%).
On the flip side, a larger

vote for Mr. Trump than

they planned to vote for Kamala Marris in her own right. ap

ley, who is a daughter of
Panjabt immigrants; form-

that the Republican party’s
relative underperformance
with Indian Americans is

these SO-

mocrats,
why they do not identify as
ublicans,

e "mlolnance of ml-

ahemxe mdun Ameri-

Vl\ek Ramaswamy, a son
Tamil immigrants; and
Frit Vance, a daughter of
Telugu immigrants and
wife of Mr. Trump’s Tun-
ning mate, J.D. Vance.

the data show

party.
Those wiw do not asso-
clate with the Democratic

©73%), the
Ing too left wing (17%), the
party being misguided on

the economy (15%) and the
party being too focused on
identity politics (14%).

Views on Harris
In terms of their views on
Ms. Harris, who is the first
woman of Indian descent
secking the U.S. presiden-

proportion of those identifying as Independents (26%)
larger proportion of Indian American women (67%) intend to vote for Ms. Harris than their male counterparts (53%)

planned on voting for her.
On the Republican sid;
Just over half (515 of res.
pondents who _favoure:
Ms. Haley over Mr. Trump
as the Republican candi-
date, said they preferred
her because they thought
she would be a more com-
petent President.
indian

own right, while 23% said
they were voting for her as
a vote against Mr. Trump.

progre:
13% said Ms. Harris would
strengthen U.S.-india rela-
tions, and that is why they

nomy. The top issues,

are

inflation and_prices and
the econ

is an important election is-
sue, followed by immigra-
tion and health care. Repu-
blican Indian Alnerkans
are significantly more con-
cerned about the state of
the economy than Demo-
crats.

Iran warns Israel of
‘bitter consequences’
after missile attack

TEHRAN

The top commander of
Iran’s

lessness” as Israel bardes
Tehran-align, tants n
Gaza and Lebanon.

-les bicter consequences
wil for

Guards has warned Israel it

Iranian military sites, local
m sald Mo

on .

‘Guards chlef Hosseln Sa-
lami, quoted by Tasnim
news agency. said Israel
had “failed to_achieve its
ominous goals™ with its air
ralds on Sat

the killing of Iran-backed
militant leaders and a Re-
volutionary Guards
commander.

- Salami said the Is-
ueh attack was a sign

strikes on military sites ov-
er the weekend.

“We are using all avalla-
ble means to respond
Iy and effectively to the ag.
gression of the Zionist
regime,” Mr. Baghaei told a

Sunday said that Israel's at-
tack which killed four sol-
diers “should neither be
exaggerated nor

and help-

Israeli troops capture 100 Hamas
militants in northern Gaza hospital

Reuters
JERUSALEM

Israeli soldiers captured
around ¥ suspecled Ha-

mas militants during a raid
in Kamal Adwan hospital
in northern Gaza, the mili-

Ham. denied any
militant presence at_the
haspital, which Israeli fore-
es stormed on Friday and
left on Sarurday.

*Weapons found”
13 apprehiend-
00

‘during the evacuation of ci-
vilians_ Inside the hospital,
they found weapons, ter-
ror funds, and intelligence
documents,” the military
said

Gaza's Health Ministry

No shelter: Palestinians recetve medical attention at Kamal Adwan

said the troops had
tained dozens
medical staffers and dam-
aged the hospizal, which
had already been strug-

10 operace with heavy
Israeli raids in the are:

“Afew of the fully denti-
fied terrorists disguised
the: medical staff
s0 we didnt have any alter-

Hospital in Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip on Monday. AFP

native but to check the
medical staff as well” a
military official told jour-
nalists i  an line

Damage inflicted
Footage circulated by Ga-
n s Heallh Ministry on Sa-

age to
Several buldings afier the

1sraeli forces withdrew.

i
that troops. caused 1i-
mited dam: o d
hospital.

Mes

men since they took them
without clothes and noth-
ing to cover with,” said
mysmun Alian, a hospital

™ The military official said
that suspected men
arrested were stripped w
check the:

Gaza
ewo childre:
side the intensive care unit
after Israeli fire hit the
erators and oxygen station
in the facility on Friday.

Speakers at Trump
rally employ crude
and racist remarks

deliver his closing message
Into an of what

BRICS reflects ‘current realities’, summit
was a ‘total success, says Russian envoy

dor to India Dents Alipov
sasd on Mon

In an interaction with
the media, the Russian en-
voy said the BRICS group-

ing represents “current
realities~ and pointed out
that Indian banks are “aver
cautious” while dealing
with Russian entities be-
cause of the threat of “se-
condary sanctions” from
Western governments. He

Denis Alipov

described him as
‘delusional™.
“BRICS is not an exclu-
sive but an inclusive plat-
form. It is not anti-West or

hit out at ¢ Prest-
dent VolodymyT Zelenskyy
for BRICS and

BRICS has become an in-
for

the emerging centres of
power and k

game days after the Kaza,
the lGlh

nd more countries

Alipov said, adding
that “more than 40 coun-
tries have expressed inter-

as a “complete faihure~.
During the briefing, Mr.
Alipov said. “The Ukrai-
nian President has become
completely delusional. He
has very delusional views
on many other accounts.
But this is one of the topics
on which he is absolutely

wrong™
Mr. Alipov's briefing

BRICS sumnm gave out a
detailed financial vision

Gaza Strip and Lebanon

He said the creation of a
new category of partner-
countries of BRICS is one
of the major outcomes of
the

““This scep will definitely
muitiply the value of our
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60% Indian Americans back Harris, 32% Trump, says survey

The proportion of respondents identifying as Democrats is 47%, down from 56% in 2020, according to the Indian American Attitude Survey; the proportion of those identifying as Independents (26%)

has increased, while those identifying as Republican has remained steady (21%); a larger proportion of Indian American women (67%) intend to vote for Ms. Harris than their male counterparts (53%)

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

new survey of In-
A dian American pol-
itical attitudes finds

that while members of this
group strongly support the
Democratic Party, as they
have historically, their at-
tachment to the party has
declined. The Indian
American Attitude Survey
(IAAS) finds that the pro-
portion of respondents
identifying as Democrats is
47%, down from 56% in
2020, when the survey was
last conducted.

The proportion of those
identifying as Indepen-
dents (26%) has increased,
while those identifying as
Republican has remained
steady (21%). The decline
in numbers favouring the
Democratic Party has been

offset, the authors say, by a
rise in Republican identi-
fiers among the Indepen-
dents, yet the total number
of those identifying with
the ideological left has
grown since 2020.

714 members surveyed
The survey, and its accom-
panying report, was pu-
blished by the Carnegie En-
dowment for International
Peace (CEIP) and authored
by Sumitra Badrinathan,
Devesh Kapur and Milan
Vaishnav. It was conducted
online and in partnership
with YouGov, by surveying
714 U.S. Citizen Indian
American  respondents
between September 18 and
October 15, 2024. The mar-
gin of error was +/- 3.7%.
The survey finds that a
majority (60%) of regis-
tered Indian American vo-

ters plan to vote for Vice
President and Democratic
candidate Kamala Harris,
while just under a third
(32%) intends to vote for
the Republican candidate,
former President Donald
Trump.

The results of the IAAS
survey are in line with sev-
eral polls across demo-
graphics which reveal a
gender gap in the support
for both candidates, with
women favouring Ms. Har-
ris and men favouring Mr.
Trump (particularly
among younger popula-
tions). A larger proportion
of Indian American wo-
men (67%) intend to vote
for Ms. Harris than their
male counterparts (53%).
On the flip side, a larger
proportion (39%) of Indian
American men intend to
vote for Mr. Trump than

Natural choice: An overwhelming 72% of respondents said that
they planned to vote for Kamala Harris in her own right. AP

their female counterparts
(22%).

The report says the res-
pondents rate Indian
American Republicans un-
favourably (i.e., they are
“lukewarm” to them).
These Republicans are
former Republican presi-
dential candidate Nikki Ha-

ley, who is a daughter of
Panjabi immigrants; form-
er presidential candidate
Vivek Ramaswamy, a son
of Tamil immigrants; and
Usha Vance, a daughter of
Telugu immigrants and
wife of Mr. Trump’s run-
ning mate, J.D. Vance.
However, the data show

that the Republican party’s
relative underperformance
with Indian Americans is
not because of these perso-
nalities, but because GOP
policies are not aligned
with Indian American va-
lues. The study says that
Democrats, when asked
why they do not identify as
Republicans, cited the
GOP’s “intolerance of mi-
norities”. Abortion, which
has emerged as a major is-
sue for Democrats and wo-
men as well as the GOP’s
ties to Christian evangeli-
calism top the list of issues
that alienate Indian Ameri-
cans from the party.

Those who do not asso-
ciate with the Democratic
party cited as reasons,
weakness on illegal immi-
gration (27%), the party be-
ing too left wing (17%), the
party being misguided on

the economy (15%) and the
party being too focused on
identity politics (14%).

Views on Harris

In terms of their views on
Ms. Harris, who is the first
woman of Indian descent
seeking the U.S. presiden-
cy, an overwhelming num-
ber (72%) of respondents
said that they planned to
vote for Ms. Harris in her
own right, while 23% said
they were voting for her as
a vote against Mr. Trump.
Only 7% said they’re voting
for Ms. Harris because she
is Indian American.

About a quarter (26%) of
respondents said they are
voting for Ms. Harris be-
cause she is a liberal or
progressive voice, while
13% said Ms. Harris would
strengthen U.S.-India rela-
tions, and that is why they

planned on voting for her.

On the Republican side,
just over half (51%) of res-
pondents who favoured
Ms. Haley over Mr. Trump
as the Republican candi-
date, said they preferred
her because they thought
she would be a more com-
petent President.

Indian Americans — like
Americans, broadly — are
most concerned about cost
of living issues and the eco-
nomy. The top issues,
among respondents, are
inflation and prices and
then jobs and the econo-
my. Some 13% say abortion
is an important election is-
sue, followed by immigra-
tion and health care. Repu-
blican Indian Americans
are significantly more con-
cerned about the state of
the economy than Demo-
crats.




Democratic Support Decline

Current Support: 60% of Indian Americans surveyed support Kamala Harris for

the presidency, while 32% back Donald Trump.

Party Identification: Those identifying as Democrats have decreased from 56%
in 2020 to 47%. The proportion identifying as Independents rose to 26%, while
Republican affiliation remains steady at 21%.




e Survey Details

* Conducted by: Indian American Attitude Survey (IAAS) by Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, partnering with YouGov.

 Sample: 714 U.S. Indian American citizens surveyed in September-
October 2024.



* Gender Divide in Support

* Gender Gap: A larger percentage of Indian American women (67%)
plan to vote for Harris than men (53%).

* Trump Support: 39% of Indian American men prefer Trump, higher
than the 22% of women.



* . Reasons for Party Affiliation

* Democratic Concerns: Indian American Democrats cite GOP’s
“intolerance of minorities” and its policies on abortion as primary
reasons against Republican affiliation.

* Republican Concerns: Indian American Republicans feel the
Democratic party is too left-wing and misaligned on economic issues
and identity politics.



e . Views on Kamala Harris

* General Support: 72% would vote for Harris, though only 7% support
her primarily due to her Indian heritage.

* Key Issues: About 26% see her as a strong voice on U.S.-India
relations; others are drawn to her progressive stance.



Top Issues for Indian Americans

Primary Concerns: Inflation, jobs, and the economy are top issues for
most Indian Americans.

Specific Republican Concerns: Republican respondents emphasize
immigration and economic issues, aligning with broader GOP priorities.
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 The 2024 U.S. presidential election, set for November 5, places a critical emphasis
on a handful of states known as “swing states” or “battleground states.”

 About Swing States:

Definition: Swing states are those where neither Democratic nor Republican
candidates have a consistent dominance, leading them to “swing” between
parties in different elections.

 Examples in 2024: The primary swing states this election include Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, Nevada, Arizona, and North Carolina.
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STEP 1 PRIMARIES & CAUCUSES

There are many people who want to be
President, each with their own ideas
about how Government should work

People with similar ideas belong to the
same political party, this is where
Primaries and Caucuses come in

Candidates from each political party
campaign throughout the country to
win the favor of their party members

IN A CAUCUS
Party members select the best candidate
through a series of discussions and votes

IN A PRIMARY
Party members vote for the best
candidate that will represent them in

the general election



105278 NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

Each party holds a national convention to
select a final Presidential nominee

At each convention, the Presidential
candidate chooses a running mate
(Vice Presidential Candidate)

The Presidential
candidates
campaign
throughout the
country to win the
support of the
general population



11520 GENERAL ELECTION

-People in every state across the country vote for
one President and Vice President

-When people cast their vote, they are actually
voting for a group of people known as Electors.

T




10324 ELECTORAL COLLEGE

-In the electoral college system, each state gets a
certain number of electors based on its
representation in Congress

270

-Each elector casts one vote following the
general election, and the candidate who gets
more than half (270) wins.

The newly elected
President and Vice
President are
inaugurated in january
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e About Electric Propulsion Satellite (TDS-1):

* Purpose: To demonstrate electric propulsion technology for
steering satellites using solar-powered ionized gas, reducing
reliance on chemical fuel.

* Benefits: Cuts down satellite mass drastically by minimizing
fuel needs; a four-tonne satellite can be reduced to around
two tonnes.




Technology: Utilizes gases like Argon as

fuel, which are ionized using solar
power to create propulsion.

Historical use: First incorporated

in GSAT-9 (South Asia Satellite) in
2017 with imported Russian

components.

Significance: Marks a step towards
India’s space autonomy, as this EPS is
fully developed domestically by ISRO.




India Defence Sector



* India has increased its focus on
exporting defence equipment,
with Armenia recently emerging as
a significant buyer of Indian-made

weapon systems like Akash air

defence missiles, Pinaka rocket
systems, and 155mm artillery guns.



Aspect

Top Export Markets

Export Record

Strategic Collaborations

Details

Armenia, the U.S., and France are leading importers.
Armenia buys major systems (e.g., Akash, Pinaka); U.S.
imports components.

Defence exports reached X21,083 crore ($2.6 billion) in
2023-24; goal is X50,000 crore by 2028-29.

Partnerships include BrahMos missiles for the
Philippines; Brazil seeks co-production for advanced
Akash missiles.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/04/04/indias-defence-exports-reaches-an-all-time-high/

Achieved X1.2 lakh crore in 2023-24; target of X3 lakh

Indigenous Production crore by 2028-29 under “Aatmanirbhar Bharat”
initiative.

Includes 16 PSUs, 430 licensed companies, and 16,000 MSMEs;

ESHTEL [ERER BT naior threefold growth since 2014-15; private sector at 21%.

Despite growth, India remains the largest arms importer (9.8% of

Global Standing global imports, 2019-2023).



Dinosaur Fossil
Park and
Museum




The Dinosaur Era In Millions of Years before the Present
PALEOZOIC MESOZOIC ERA CENOZOIC
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e Gujarat’s Dinosaur Fossil Park and Museum in Balasinor, an iconic site is currently
under consideration for a UNESCO geo-heritage tag. The park faces neglect in
maintenance and management, impacting both visitor experience and the
conservation of fossils.




About Dinosaur Fossil Park and Museum, Balasinor:

Location: Located in Raiyoli, Balasinor, Gujarat, known for Late Cretaceous
fossils of dinosaurs like Rajasaurus narmadensis.

Discovery: Uncovered in the 1980s by GSI geologists, it ranks as one of the
world’s largest dinosaur egg hatcheries.

Current issues: Faces neglect with overgrown vegetation, broken displays, and
frequent power outages.




* Nearby threats: A nearby irrigation project poses risks to the fossil-
rich area.

* Museum facilities: Features like 3D mapping and VR tours but is
affected by structural issues and funding delays.

* Local conservation: The Fossil Park Society coordinates upkeep
efforts, and Nawabzadi Aaliya Sultana Babi, known as the “Dinosaur
Princess,” advocates for its preservation.




Word of the day

Tacit:
implied by or inferred from actions or
statements

Synonyms: hinted, unspoken, suggested

Usa €. His tacit approval was evident in his
nodding during the meeting.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tacitpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /tesit/
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