Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \6 ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

ﬁG‘

The Indian i U Jansatta
Express

1
Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ




Sometimes the univerase
tests you the most when
you're close to o new
chapter.




4=

EVIDENCE TAMPERING

SC go-ahead for trial
against LDF MLA Raju

NEWS » PAGE 3

Modi lands in Guyana
to a grand welcome
NEWS » PAGE 4

OPINION » PAGE 8

BiDDONG ADIEU
Tennis great Nadal
retires from the sport
SPORTS » PAGE 16

INSIDE
-

India, China
agree to rebuild
mutual trust

NEW DELEI
India and China on Wednesday
agreed to work towards a road
map for rebuliding metual
st ahar Deferncs biniatar
Rajnath Singh and his Chinese
Counterpart Dong Jun mes in
‘ientian. % PAGE 4

At 65

0, Maharashtra clocks

better turnout than in 2019

Urban centres such as Mumbai and Thane re
Beed: Naxalism-affected Gadchiroli logs 73.68%:; wait begins for counting of votes on Saturday

MUMBAT

aharashtra  re-
corded a voter
turnout of 65.11%
in the singlephase As-

55th IFFI kicks off
with star-studded
event in Goa

pANAN
The S5th edition of the

Iternational Film Festival of
ndia (IFF) with a

6L6%.
While urban cenmes
smich as Ambal and Thane

fate of 4.136 candidates
contesting in 288 Assembly
votes will

star-studded opening
ceremony 3t the Dr. Styama
Prasad jee indoor
Stadium in Panall, Goa, on
Wednesday. » PAGE &

be counted on Novernber

“Polling went off peace-
runy in the entire State, ex-
cept for one or two inci-
dents in Beed district,
where there was some
n the polling

In Kyiv, Western
embassies shut
after attack threat
v

The Western embassies in Kyiv
saicd that they would stay
closed on Wednesday, with the
U.S. delegation saying it had
received a waming of a
potentially sgrificant Russian
air attack on the Ukralnian
capital » PAGE 14

stations as a result [of
which] we
the EVAs."
Ofhcer S Chodkatingam
said.

Booth vandal
In Beed's Parli, where
nister Dhananjay Munde of
the Ajit Pawar-led NCP
contesting, a

tacked in the Bank Colony
area of Parli town._

A video of the assault
went viral on social media,
which was followed by the
vandalism of a polling

booth in Ghatnandur, ac-
cording to an official. The
that a

and throwing an EVM on
the ground.
Despite extensive voter

onducted, 64.92% of
Voters furned i,

er a low mrno

Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar and family leving a pou-ng BoGth in Mumbal. EMMANAL YOGS

: minor skirmishes reported in

68.45% voter turnout in
Jharkhand final phase

The second and final phase
of the

ha Arora sald 63 ballot un-
its, 45 control units and 186
VVPATSs were replaced dur-

ing voting.
Chief E Officer K.

election concluded peace-
fully on Wednesday with a
better voter turnout than

urnout
5.45%, a5 per provisional
data from the Election

Ravi Kumar said electronic
voting machines would be

&2 were reglentae for vl
lation of M Code of

in the second phase, ll|e
BP fielded

Several exit polls project
BJP-led alliances as winners
in Maharashtra, Jharkhand

NEW DELEL

Several exit polls on Wed-
nesday gave a clear

MVA)  coalition

Jharkhand Assembly. The

What exit polls say

Mast polisters predict a deci
in Maharashira and n &

Awniting turn: Voters mart

n queues 10 ¢

BIP-Shiv Sena-Nationalist  station = Dhanbad district of Jharkhand. #11
Congress Party alliance is o

power in Maharashtra, -~
while the Jharkhand Mulkti MUA | Others® | MDA | INDIA | Others¥
MorchaCongress is rullng  paun [syeisr[iseiss] zn [simo|srer] is

In mah.usmn the P- o= |arsass| sz | 7az | 4as3|aser| sae
barg extt polis

157 seats, with 42% vote sy |1as1eo|1ss1so| 2025 | 3790 [ 3639 | 02
share, for the rullng Ma
hayuti e and 126146 < Ausase, vanchir and indep
e with 42X veoe share. Chers incliacke. B8, JLwtd, S5 G ircfepemdents
for the MVA.

The Martrize the Mahayuti 115128 seats,  India projected a landslide
predicted 150-170 seats, with 37%-40% vote share, victory for Chief Minister
with 48% vote share, fc and between five and 34 Hemant Soren. It has given
the and 110-130 seats to others. 49-59 seats to the In

seats, with 42
for the MVA. It gave eight
to 10 seats, with 10% vote
share, to others.

According to Electoral
Edge. the MVA s likely to

Another polister, Loksh-
ahi Rudra, predicted a
close contest,
125142 seats to the Mahay-

2ot 18-23 seats.

5% soats and. s ahiance
partner All jharkhand Stu-
dents Union fielde

ees in six seats. In INDIA
bloc, the Jharkhand Mukt
Morcha is contesting in 20
seats, the (_nngsx 13, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist.Leninist four and
Janata Dal

Chief Electoral Officer Ne-

the
two seats.

121 for the MVA, and 10-27

gave
with 43%-46% vote share,

and 107125 to the MVA:
and Deinik Bhaskar 125-140
its al-

Ten and 135150 seata to the
BIVA.
in Jharkhand, Axis My

ntal.
Inclusive Alliance (NDIAY
and 17-27 seats to the BIP-
led National Democratic
Alliance.

atrize gave 42-47 seats

Bhaskar 3740 to the ND&
and 3639 to 1A; and
Electoral Edge T the
NDA and 42 to INDIA.
P-Marq has pmmcmd
that the NDa is likely to
5140 sears, while 3747
seats will go to INDIA
(With PT1 inputs)

Calm returns, Imphal gets
a five-hour curfew break

saw people

buy essenti.
Officials

imphal West. and Kakdl
ing districts

Stayimg vigit: Security personnel conduct patrelling in the fringe

areas of bl and

fal mprovement in d)e

7as Imposed for an naen
e period on November
16 St Tobe wene o the

e extremiits, from
Felief camp during an at-
on the CRPF and the
State police in the Jiribam
ict on November 1L
Ten extry » who Kuks-
Zo organisations claimed
were “wvill volunteers”,
were killed in the
cm
S

with y forces.
Reports from capital m.

phal arkets te

with people while there

primarily because of block-
ades and attacks on goods
rucks, was a factor behind
the rush.
Mobile data services re-
i

broadband services from
Wednesday.

imphal Valley. in the
central part of the State,
and Jiribam on the border

of Manipur. P11

with southern Assam’s Ca.

paramilitary  personnel
comlng in for security du-

¥ Chier mnister
thombam Biren Singh said
the perpetrators of the
crime against n and
children would be brought
to justice. He also advised

Deadline looms for climate summit
negotiators seeking a deal for funds

ed Press
BAKU

With time runnin,

sotiators at the Unied Na-
tions annual climate talks,
COP29, on Wednesday re-
mained mired in the maze

map to be released in the
dark of ni
V\.\lnerab!e nations are

systems. Experts agree that

COP29 promised a drafi
around

Global con

Y7

cern: An activist takes part in > Gemonstration for

climate finance at the COP-29 sumenit in Baku on Wednesday. 49

on )
put the onus on the COP29
s e
now in the

gzl i &5 to pro-

vide finance continue to
shift their responsibility to
= .

day at the talks is “circle...
as in going around in

cles.
Juan Pablo Hoffmaister
of the Environmental De-

ter, a form-

72 hours,” he said_
The sumrnll concludes

hands and the opeions that
they will put in front of us,
the text that will come
out,” Ms. Morgan said_

“Not enough”

Diego Pacheco Balanza,
the chair of the Like-Mind-
ed Countries

local time, which they ack-
ledged will De far from

erman special climate
envoy Jennifer Morgan late

negosiating bloc, said the

veloped countries whose

Pacheco Balanza said.
Asked for his response
to the $200 billlon

ropean
summed up the state of ne-
gotiations on Wednesday
by saying the word of the

on

1aly's speclal envoy for
climate change, Francesco
Corvaro, said negotiations
feel like they are moving in
the right direction,

doesn’t have the capacity
to cover the cost of clim:
finance alone.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGET

P. Chidambaram

HC pauses
Aircel-Maxis
case trial

NEW DELH!

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday staved the trial

aram in the Alr-

issued. THl the
next date of hearing. the
proce th
petitioner shall remain
stayed,” Justice Manoj Ku-
mar Ohri ordered.

ruLL mEPORT
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Class 10. 12 Board exams will

begin from February 15: CBSE

The Board exams for Class 10 and 12 will begin
from February 15, the Central Board of

(CBSE) on
Wednesday. In a late- tion. the Boas
announced that the Class 10 exams ude
March 2 I end on

Exam Controller Sanyam Bhardwaj said_ -

I&B Ministry withdraws order
to complete iGOT to get salary

The Union Information and Broadcasting
vithdrawn its

Ministry has w

office memorandum

of salary 1o the

linking
compledion of ttegrated Gov

salary bills of only those officials who
certified regarding their training of ma:
. Pri

e stk Narendn Mod:

courses™
hzd recently launched the 20:
Week, al

fmed ar devaloping the sidlls of

clv'LI servants.
that

iGOT & an online learning platform
provides training to government employees.

Curtain

up on IFFI with

goes
a star-studded inaugural

The nine-day festival will

sent over 180 international titles from 81 countries. which include

premieres of 16 films in world. three in international. 43 in Asian, and 109 in Indian sections

v
PANATL

he S5th edition of
the International
-started with

Scadium In Panajl. Gea, on

Con Chiaf Minister Pra-
mod Sawant, and Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Se-
cretary
ina
festivities in the presence
of Art of Living founder Sri
Sri Ravi Shankar, festival
director Shekhar Kapur,
and othe

ochers.

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and Minis-
ter_of State L. Murugan
sent video me:

excellence in_spirituality
and for being the spiritual
leader of the world_
Many prominent actors,
and_fil K

Gos Chicf Minister Pramo-d Swwant, actor
Shekhar Kapur during the SSth IFF 2024 in Gaa on\msaay e

Chidananda S. Naik,
lsharl K. Ganesh, and Pr.

hash e
fliciated.

“Power of stories’

Mr. Kapur spoke about the

power of stories as a lan-
of unity in a polar-

cach other through stories.
Stories are h we com-

ers, including Nagarjuna

Akkineni,

Kaushik, Jayam Ravi, Ran-
deep Hooda, R.K. Selvama-

e e e s

The event also saw Mr.
Irani take the stage to pay
wributes o some of Indias
grentest cinema legends —
Moham Rafi, Tapan

inha, Akkinent Nageswara

R s Raj Ka

tent showcasing the rich
lradlunm.

language,
and cuisines of India”

Taking place across four
venues, the 55th edition of
the [FFI is set to continue
ol N 28.

This year, the festival
has received 1,676 submis-
sions from 101 countries.
The nine-day festival will
present over 180 interna-
tional titles from 81 coun-
tries, which include 16 pre-
mieres in world, three in

overnment
lebrate these legends, were
unveiled.

Dr. Sawant said, “Ever
since former Defence Mi-
nister Manohar

1FF1
synom _ 1 am grateful
for all

43 in Asian,
and 109 in Indian catego-
rles.

otably, the organisers

e Goan
filma, under w whl:h 14 films
will

Court-ordered survey
conducted in Jama
Masjid at Sambhal

NEW DELHI

After Babri Masjid in Ayod-
hya, another 16th century

troversy regarding its ori-

- Following a_petiion
fAled by
Vishnu Sh.nnlm
court of the civil judge at
Sa . a survey was car-
ried out on Tu

urvey, which
ed out under the
Supervision of the Dlserice
Magistrate and the

otice. |

Australia as the
focus this year to foster its
collaboratdon with

The festival has chosen
country of

the
that have taken place in
S0 since.”

Through a video mes-

tant milestone in the In-
dian ustry.

“We have a vibrant con-
tent economy, where peo-

ple are coming up with
some very Innovative con-

FDC.
Celebrated Australian
director Philip Noyce, best
known for making iconic
films such as
Games, Clear and Present
inger, Salt, and The Bone
Cotlector, Is set to be pre-
with

sented the Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achlevement
Award.

of
“What is there to find
out? It has been a mosque

lhe mbn Masjid_ Still a sur-

carried out within
hours of the court order;” a
committee member said.
“Nothing was . No
idol, nothing.~

The next court hearing
is scheduled for November
29.

The petition claimed
that the mosque was origi-
nally a temple and was
converted to a mosque In

29,

Under dispute: A view of the.
ama Masiic in Sambhal.

It said that the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India is

irsj Giri, have made the Go-
vernment of India, the Ut-

es
M Jain is
the petitioner in the vara:
nasi and Mathura mosque-
temple disputes too.
Mahmood Madani, pre-
sident, Ulama-i-

wounds of the Babri
Masjid’s demolition. To
avold such incidents, the
Places of Worship (Spe:

places of worship as they
slood t 1S, 1947,

phasised the significance
of this Law."

Another case
of child sale
reported in
Rayagada

BHUBANESWAR

Anothes couple in Odisha's
Rayagada district has given
away their newborn baby
girl. This has come to light
following a similar case in

Balangir  district  this
month.
Rahul Dhanbadi and Ku-

a
mud Ganta, a couple in
their twentles who reside

tarised “deed of adoption®
agreement with a couple
from Andhra Pradesh for
handing over the baby. In-
stially, Ms. Ganta said she
received 20,000 In ex-
chan Later,

e i the child was given
away in good fasth.

The Rayagada adminis-
tration launched multi-le-
vel probes.

Planetary crisis puts children at risk: UNICEF report

0 Perappadan

Bindu Shaj
NEW DELHI

The world Is facing an un-
precedented planetary cri-
sis with nearly half the
world's children — about
one billion — living in coun-
tries that face high risk of

State of the World's Chil-
dren 2024 (SOWC-2024) re-

port. relea: on
Wednesday.

The report examines
Impace of three longterm
global forces — demo-

yaphll: shifts, dllnxxe and
environmental crises, and
frontier technologies —

X «
climate  destabilisation,
and

Future of
childhood
Irdia and China
will romaen the
o covntries with
the most chiidren

i the 20505, sven
o the numberof
childran will have
dropped by about
206 millicn in Indis
and oy 203 millior
in China

s I 41

ing a more

s im-

than any previous genera-
tlon,” it war
Explaining the adverse
impact, UNICEF said that
children's developing bo-
gles are uniquely susceptl-
haza

e their first

is
harmful to
pace on thetr respuz(ory
health and development
can last a lifetime.

Rising in-

five years of age. Extreme
weather lmits food pro-
duction and access, in-
creasing children's risk of
food insecurity. Climare-re-
lated can ako

crease mosquito popula-
tons, diseases
such e

nate water supplies, lead-

breath, children’s brains,
lungs and y:

are vulnerable to pollution
and extreme weather. Alr

ing to diseas-
es, which are a major cause
of death for children under

cause feelings of helpless-
ness, trauma and anxiety
in children, the report
nos

es.

“Since 2022, 400 mil-
lion students around the
world have experienced
school closures due to ex-

treme weather. In addition

dren from their homes,’
the 1

eport states.
Additionally. &t = notes
the glo-

Central

already
struggle to meet children’s
baslc needs, while also fac-

significan climate risks
and 1acking adequae digh
tal infrastructure,” says the
report adding that with
fewer young dependents
relative to workers, more

resources could be freed to
support children and boost
the economy.

. Fontier Siecinolo.
gies, the report notes that
artificial intelligence, neu-

ner:

Haryana
creates new
panel to select
State song

SURUGRAM

Soon, Haryana may have
its own State song. After a
b:

isation can em-
power children but it can
children to on-

Internet,
with barely 26%
come countries. as-
tructure limitations, high
costs and permission bar-
riers continue to impede

progress. iy 1 ex-
clusion threatens to exa-
cerbate existing inequali-
tes, especially in regions
with rapidly growing child
populations.

y
the previous Assembly to
select a song failed to reach
any conclusion, the Harya-
na government has an-
nounced sewing up of
another committee during
the recenty conclud
winter session.

Congress m
Jhajjar and former Minister
Geeta Bhukkal, a commit-
tee member, said one of
three songs played in the
House in December was
shoruisted and singer Kal-

lash Kher had lent his voice
1o it, but some of the com-
mittee members expressed
their reservations over the
musical instruments used
saying that it lacked the
“local flavour™.
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Gita, pracu‘cal code for life

sess eternal

Gita pos
Vi a3 are anpeorsal I ety applicability. This is the

enly philosophical work that enjoys the

<)

N RO

most comprehen-

ls the eterml beacon for mankind. it {s In

sma

1t el

with the a faichful
devotee | o 'do his ordained duties and is a pracurax code

for man’

5

3

sri said in
that several commentaries are written on the Gita. Saint
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term “anuja™ in

ans younger brother and the Lord was the younger
h(o(her of Bala Rama. So, the Lord Hunse-lfappeared as

to write a

on His

mmy Vedanta Desika. inspired by Sri Ramamuja’s com-
a Chand

mentary, has written
tory work on the Gita
The Lord

rika” — an explana-

chase to be born as Sri Rama to King Dasa-

ratha to tread the path of righteousness because the king
had never told a le in his lifetime, as he came from the li-
neage of Harischandra. Godchnsembebomasmemnnf

nNo
0
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because he demon king
msa to spare the life of Vasudeva's wife Deval, foF
\vhlr_h he promised to hand the children born to them to
Kamsa. Vasudeva startes gv\ngom one the children
only ©o be slain by Kamsa_Lord thought &t was but befitting
to be born to such a noble soul, Vasudeva (who had kept
his promise), to create Sri Bhagavad Gita containing the
model code of righteous principles.
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Planetary crisis puts children at risk: UNICEF report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The world is facing an un-
precedented planetary cri-
sis with nearly half the
world’s children — about
one billion — living in coun-
tries that face high risk of
climate and environmental
hazards, said the UNICEF’s
State of the World’s Chil-
dren 2024 (SOWC-2024) re-
port, released on
Wednesday.

The report examines
impact of three long-term
global forces — demo-
graphic shifts, climate and
environmental crises, and
frontier technologies -
which it claims will have a
profound effect on chil-
dren’s lives between now
and 2050.

The report notes that
climate  destabilisation,
biodiversity collapse and
widespread pollution
threats are intensifying
globally.

“Children are confront-

Future of
childhood

India and China
will remain the
two countries with
the most children
in the 2050s, even
as the number of
children will have
dropped by about
106 million in India
and by 203 million
in China

Democratic
Republic of Congo - 10t

United States - 73
Indonesia - 72

United Republic
of Tanzania - 36

Bangladesh - 49

Note: Countries which may have the largest number of children in the 2050s

incio [T 8 humberof children

(in million)

China [N 141
Nigeria _ 132
Pakistan _ 129

Ethiopia [ 82

» ..'--o‘o‘

ing a more unpredictable,
hazardous environment
than any previous genera-
tion,” it warns.

Explaining the adverse
impact, UNICEF said that
children’s developing bo-
dies are uniquely suscepti-
ble to these hazards.

From before their first
breath, children’s brains,
lungs and immune systems
are vulnerable to pollution
and extreme weather. Air

SOURCE: THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2024, UNICEF

pollution is especially
harmful to children; its im-
pact on their respiratory
health and development
can last a lifetime.

Rising temperatures in-
crease mosquito popula-
tions, spreading diseases
such as malaria, dengue
and Zika. Floods contami-
nate water supplies, lead-
ing to waterborne diseas-
es, which are a major cause
of death for children under

five years of age. Extreme
weather limits food pro-
duction and access, in-
creasing children’s risk of
food insecurity. Climate-re-
lated disasters can also
cause feelings of helpless-
ness, trauma and anxiety
in children, the report
notes.

“Since 2022, 400 mil-
lion students around the
world have experienced
school closures due to ex-

treme weather. In addition
to violating child rights, in-
hibiting learning stifles
economic growth. Climate
and environmental ha-
zards also displace chil-
dren from their homes,”
the report states.

Additionally, it notes
that by the 2050s, the glo-
bal child population is pro-
jected to stabilise at
around 2.3 billion. Howev-
er, this global figure ob-
scures regional shifts
where while South Asia
will remain one of the re-
gions with the largest child
populations, it will be
joined by eastern and
southern Africa, as well as
western and  Central
Africa.

“These regions already
struggle to meet children’s
basic needs, while also fac-
ing significant climate risks
and lacking adequate digi-
tal infrastructure,” says the
report adding that with
fewer young dependents
relative to workers, more

resources could be freed to
support children and boost
the economy.

On frontier technolo-
gies, the report notes that
artificial intelligence, neu-
rotechnology, next-genera-
tion renewable energy and
vaccine  breakthroughs
could significantly improve
childhood in the future.

“Digitalisation can em-
power children but it can
also expose children to on-
line risks, including sexual
exploitation and abuse,”
the report cautions.

It adds that over 95% of
people in high-income
countries are connected to
the Internet, compared
with barely 26% in low-in-
come countries. Infras-
tructure limitations, high
costs and permission bar-
riers continue to impede
progress. This digital ex-
clusion threatens to exa-
cerbate existing inequali-
ties, especially in regions
with rapidly growing child
populations.



* Key Findings | &I IGACA

* Nearly half the world’s children (around 1 billion) live in countries facing high risks of
climate and environmental hazards.

+ OTITHAT TS A o a=d (oerstar 1 faferaed) & Geif # @ § & STefarg
3R gaTarolT @Rl &1 FHAT X W/ S

* The report examines the impact of three major global forces:
 Demographic shifts, climate changes, and frontier technologies.

+ SHITETRT deelld, STefdry IRacs 3 Higifarehr|




 Children’s Vulnerability | g &1 dagaAedar

* Pollution and extreme weather severely affect children's respiratory
health, development, and immunity.

» 9GVUT 3R Al AlGH STal & W@ Ty, faem 3R gforet
g ITHR g STl &

* Rising temperatures increase diseases like malaria, dengue, and Zika.

» §¢d dMUAT HIRAT, S AR Sl ST SATRAT I Je1d &

* Floods and contaminated water lead to waterborne diseases.

» 91 3R g Il STelstfid AR Fr gerd §




» Global Population Trends | 3R9% SITHEAT FIEJ?RIT

* By 2050, the global child population will stabilize at around 2.3 billion.

. 2050 deh, dTRaF dTe FAFTEAT ITHT 2.3 [ W =21 &
SITQaTT |

* India and China will continue to have the largest child populations,
but with declining numbers.

e IRT IR DT 7 T T 91T FTATEAT FaiT Balt, AfeheT &
geai|




Educational Impact | S I E R G

Since 2022, 400 million students globally have
experienced school closures due to extreme weather.

e 2022 8, 400 AT TET A TR AFH & HROT

Thol dc Rl HTHAT il YT




Future Solutions | AfasT & AT

Adoption of Al, renewable energy, and vaccine breakthroughs can improve child
welfare.

o HIAH FETUFTT, I8TT Foll AN doFdlsl Tl 1 IUGET e & HedoT H FUN
Hehell &

Digitalization is essential but comes with risks like online exploitation and

inequality.

o TSTSTCENeIUT AgcaqUT & olfched SHH 3feTellsst MYOT 3R FATAT S @k T &




* Regional Challenges | &13Ir ﬂFﬁﬁMT

e South Asia, Eastern, and Central Africa face challenges in infrastructure and climate
adaptation.

- gfeyor Ui, qdi 3R #ey 3nhlel &l iAAK s 3R TR 3ol
ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ'ﬂ’rwmwm USdr gl




Curtain goes up on IFFI with
a star-studded inaugural

The nine-day festival will present over 180 international titles from 81 countries, which include

premieres of 16 films in world, three in international, 43 in Asian, and 109 in Indian sections

Bhuvanesh Chandar
PANAJI

he 55th edition of
T the International

Film Festival of In-
dia (IFFI) kick-started with
a star-studded opening ce-
remony at the Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Indoor
Stadium in Panaji, Goa, on
Wednesday.

Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant, and Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Se-
cretary Sanjay  Jaju
inaugurated the nine-day
festivities in the presence
of Art of Living founder Sri
Sri Ravi Shankar, festival
director Shekhar Kapur,
and others.

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and Minis-
ter of State L. Murugan
sent video messages.

The festivities began
with a dance that paid tri-
bute to India’s pursuit of
excellence in spirituality
and for being the spiritual
leader of the world.

Many prominent actors,
producers, and filmmak-
ers, including Nagarjuna
Akkineni, Amala Akkineni,
Jaideep Ahlawat, Boman
Irani, Rajkummar Rao, R.
Sarathkumar, Subash Ghai,
Nithya Menen, Amar
Kaushik, Jayam Ravi, Ran-
deep Hooda, R.K. Selvama-

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, actor Nagarjuna and filmmaker
Shekhar Kapur during the 55th IFF1 2024 in Goa on Wednesday. PTI

ni, Chidananda S. Naik,
Ishari K. Ganesh, and Pran-
ita Subhash were
felicitated.

‘Power of stories’

Mr. Kapur spoke about the
power of stories as a lan-
guage of unity in a polar-
ised world.

“Within nations and
communities, we talk to
each other through stories.
Stories are how we com-
municate and understand
each other,” he said.

The event also saw Mr.
Irani take the stage to pay
tributes to some of India’s
greatest cinema legends —
Mohammed Rafi, Tapan
Sinha, Akkineni Nageswara
Rao, and Raj Kapoor.

Special commemorative
stamps, introduced by the
Government of India to ce-
lebrate these legends, were
unveiled.

Dr. Sawant said, “Ever
since former Defence Mi-
nister Manohar Parrikar
brought IFFI to Goa, both
IFFI and Goa have been
synonymous. I am grateful
for all the developments
that have taken place in
Goa since.”

Through a video mes-
sage, Mr. Vaishnaw said the
IFFI had become an impor-
tant milestone in the In-
dian film industry.

“We have a vibrant con-
tent economy, where peo-
ple are coming up with
some very innovative con-

tent showcasing the rich
traditions, culture, herit-
age, language, literature
and cuisines of India,“ he
added.

Taking place across four
venues, the 55th edition of
the IFFI is set to continue
till November 28.

This year, the festival
has received 1,676 submis-
sions from 101 countries.
The nine-day festival will
present over 180 interna-
tional titles from 81 coun-
tries, which include 16 pre-
mieres in world, three in
international, 43 in Asian,
and 109 in Indian catego-
ries.

Notably, the organisers
have included a segment
this year to celebrate Goan
films, under which 14 films
will be screened.

The festival has chosen
Australia as the country of
focus this year to foster its
collaboration with India
through a memorandum
of understanding between
Screen Australia and the
NFDC.

Celebrated Australian
director Philip Noyce, best
known for making iconic
films such as Patriot
Games, Clear and Present
Danger, Salt, and The Bone
Collector, is set to be pre-
sented with the Satyajit
Ray Lifetime Achievement
Award.



Event Highlights | &4 ard
The 55th International Film Festival of India (IFFI) inaugurated in Panaji, Goa.

« R T 55aT IARTSET ThedA AGIcHd (IFFI) YUTSH, 9aT H 3cdried|

Opening ceremony held at Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadium.
» 3¢HIcs FARIG ST. AT JHIE TSI S-SR Lf3IA H AT

Inaugurated by Goa CM Pramod Sawant, Secretary Sanjay Jaju, and other dignitaries.

- AMaT & HEIHA YAlG Frad IR ARG T o] o 3eares |




« Film Participation | fheer Tgsmarar

e Features 180+ international films from 81 countries.

o« 8122 FI 180+ AT fhed UeiAd|

* Categories include:
16 premieres in the World section.
. Jos JFAT H 16 NFAW|
* 3 in International Competition.
o awrsery gfaafaar # 3 fhed|
* 43 in Asian Cinema.
- TS @aAT H 43 Thed|
109 Indian films.
¢ ARAT WS H 109 Thea|



- Notable Highlights | 3cal @1 dTd

* Lifetime Achievement Award to Australian director Philip Noyce.

o IEcfos e o 199 & JIshesH 3RigdHe 3ars|

* Tribute to Indian cinema legends like Mohammed Rafi and Raj Kapoor.

+ AR T8AT & faarail S AlgeAe I 3R T QT &
STl |
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FINAL BOW UNUSUAL RAIN STEPPFING IN THRILLING CONTESTS

Nadal's stellar career ends as S;

loses to Netherlands in Davis Cuj

-
Rafoct Nadals career in p

sEuTERS

ional tenris came to an end on

Tuesday as the Notheriands sliminated Spain in the Dants Cup

Head curator doesn't expect Perth
track to develop “snake cracks”

-
WACA head curstor isanc

SPECLAL ARRANGEMENT

=ik the unususl

rain in Perth has impacted the pitch preparation for the first Test of
T

Da replaces injured Khaleel

in India reserve pacers’ list

-~
Left-arm sesm

GETTYIMAGES

bowler Yash Dayal has been added to Indiss reserve
pacers’ list after Knateel Ahmed had

o be sent back home duwe to an

qus with 32-1 wan.

Canada.

with 3 p——

doesn't expect
to Sevelop “snake cracks”, there will still be plenty of bounce and
carry.

niggle. T
lefe-armer rest and
while xhaleel fiew back home.

hence # was decided that Dayal would fiy in

Stalemate between Giants and

-
Gujarat Giants and Dabang Delhi K.C.

SPECLAL ARRANGEMENT

ut 3 exciting

3939
tie in their Proxabaddi League match at the Noida Indoor Stadium

on Wednesd.

Titans pipped U Mumba 31-29.

Rafael Nadal — serial winner, racquet-wielding
philosopher and an invincible spirit

ish le; thrilled audiences all around the world and was part of two era-defining rivalries with fellow maestros Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic

For two decades, the S
5 . love story will be a
T lhlng of the past
Howeves, . whien _fans
N Sudarshan Aok at cowesr i Ye-
trospect, its radiance in
their memories
henever a fa-  have swelled manifold. He
vourite sport-  frstburst onto the scene as
sperson retires,  a I7-year-old in 2004 when
there is 4 part of us that  Federer umero

inside. It did when Sa-
chin Tendulkar bid adieu

real style of play had mes-
merised the world, Nadal,
with his more down-to-
earth d a

ave stereotyped him as a
warrior and a brutalist, but
he was far from a one-sur-
face master.

Hard courts did rouble
him. with the unforgiving
signi

ithd
tired from 11 of the I2 hard-

Floahie: Maxioves: b thia
The vanquishing of
Dantil

29-2

in Danvis Cup
singies play

Acarcer Gra

3nd the Auztralian Open

Stam.
e hgding foue tithes o the U.S.
Open and two apiece at wimbledon

Go0e 2010,

= Teo Olympic gol

-ar

Chrough 2023,

o yoars Finicning ot o

Gmpies 2005, deaties 2016)
o= tourlevel tile for
secutie season

. theds wi
63 oo s the mont

for 2 man in the Open era

wins at ATP Masters 1000
[thed with Djokowic for the m

¥ o 2019)

with Djaso

play for so long and
so well was down to
how he evolved

vics

Australian Open anal 1
2022 h a

tory,
after having spent the prior
months

Always a

Locked in two era-defining

1,080-228

o in tourlevel

All of which resulted ln
912 consecutive weeks in

male
e woe Siains i hia

teens, and 30s. He got
better with elapsed time.

A wholesome package
Bur Nadal was more than
just a tennis player. He was
a racquet-wielding philo-
sopher who valued effort
over outcome. normalised
self-doubt and

Yoars. Bur vmen the clouds
ear and the dust sectles,
Ilg‘hl will only hine on his
incredible highs. It is
his. Invincible spixts thas
will long endure.

Important to put aside the pressure and
make a name for ourselves: Morkel

INDIA IN AUS

PERTI

In a city suffused with

here on Wi -
This grand venue
not have history asso-

to offer pace and bounce
when the first Test of the
Border-Gavaskar hy
commences here on Fri

day.

It is a fact that Morkel,
former South African pac-
er and cusrent india bow-
ling coach, s acutely con-
scious about.

“Coming into this tour,
we are

Tformanc
Burt it 15 Important for us to
put that aside and look for-
ward.
Excited

“When you come to Aus-

3
Keop an eye on: Morkel hinted that all-rounder Mitish will have

the in fonnuhze
their plans,” Morkel said
al how he

shit, a
pace. finds a way to extract
some bounce. Prasidh

a kiey role 1o play for Incka, GETTY WASES

of
variation, especially Har-
bowls at

had a bit of experience

. When I toured for

those experiences, work-
ing them out for yourself.
Harshit is obviously here

for a reason. has the skill,

the talent, and just has to

keep, working hard and
loor down.”

Riarial ~ alwo . pratsed

seamer Nitish Reddy: “He

der n you think. In
these conditions wher
the: ¢ be a lictle bit of
p movement, he will
bea T, very ac-
curate. It is a lovely -
tunity for him to 6l that all-
rounder spot. He is a
player you can keep your
eye on in this series”

Leader
With Jaspric Bumrah step-
r while Ro-

role. He has been very suc-
essful here in che past. In
the dressi room,

P st A gy

o
equally the bowling coach
ver

Decision on Gill to be taken on the
morning of the Test, says bowling coach

PERTH

Shubman Gill has been a
Qquiet presence at In-
i i by e oo
speculation has centred
around his left thumb inju-
ry. rex uring
tch ehraiation exercise
at the WACA Ground here

dium on Wednesday while

ves up for

the Border-Gavaskar Tro-

phy’s first Test F ;

While it is understood
that Gill s 2 doub

starter, coach

bowling
Morne Morkel offered a
maore guar rspective
while interacting with the
media. “Shubman s im-

Fingues crossnds Mortet 3aid GiFs recovery from infury & being
watched on a daity basis. GETTY MAcEs

Vg every. day.

of the Test match.” Morkel
said.

With skipper and regu-
lar opener Rohit Sharma

thoks' ind Cilte tnfary. bhax
thrown hal-
lenge.

Other opener
Who will partner Yashasvi
Jaiswal atop the batting

Easwaran Devdurt Pa-
dikkal, now a part of the
uad, are of the mix,

ting stints at the nets on
Wednesday.

Speedster Hazlewood upbeat ahead of first Test

offer at the Oprus St

71 love playing | hem in
Perth, the wicket ways
a nll:e one to

The first Test of the sum-
mer is always exciting.” the

o
Mohammed Shami's

re-

turn to First Class cricket in
India, following 2 long ju-
1y lay-off.

said
in the lead-up to the Bor-

There is a quiet hunger

2016-17 series and Hazle-
reiterated that:

Determined
~There are a lot of guys in

is really

der-Gavaskar Trophy 15. so
ries here on
Friday.

The lanky pacer is also

relieved that Cheteshwar
Pujara is missing from the
indian ranks: I am pretty
isn't here_

tme

and you really earn his
wicket. There are always
young Zuys coming
into the Indian team, and
whoever they pick in that
eleven, they are unbelieva-
ble players™
. however,

refused to read oo m
into India’s O3 Test series

agalnst Ne z d.

~Professional

can put

back burner fairly quickly.

of a home
1 think they will be
and ready to

Tackling Pant
Asked about plans against
Rishabh Pant, Hazlewood
replied:= ~With players like

vou have always

they might
ahl! more and not be un-
der the hype

Test.
iy




14 championships at
the French Open,

29-2

and the Australian Open

® Two Olympic golds

the most at any Grand in Davis Cup
Slam by aman orwoman | singles play
= m Acareer Grand Slam,
including four titles at the U.S. 209
Open and two apiece at Wimbledon | \yeeks at No.
linthe ATP
® Five years finishing at No. 1 rAnKIngs
(2008, 2010, 2013, 2017 and 2019)
92 titles,
(singles 2008, doubles 2016) the iith
among men
® At least one tour-level title for in the Open
19 consecutive seasons from 2004 era, trailing
through 2022, tied with Djokovic (C%';’)‘O"S
109),
6 3 clay-court titles, the most Federer (103),
foramanin the Open era Djokovic (99)
and
wins at ATP Masters 1000 events Ivan Lendl
(tied with Djokovic for the most) (94)

AS NADAL WALKS INTO THE SUNSET AFTERA GLITTERING CAREER A LOOK AT THE ASTRONOMICAL NUMBERS THE SPANIARD BOASTS OF

1,080-228

career record in tour-level
singles behind Jimmy
Connors (1,274), Roger
Federer (1,251) and Novak
DJokowc (1,124)

Ilost my first match

in the Davis Cup, and

Ilost my last one. So
we close the circle

STATS FROM ATP/ITF VIA AP
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Looking forward to
de-escalation, focus on
cooperation: Rajnath
to China counterpart

29

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 20

EN ANOTHER indication of India

and China moving swiftly o re-

paie tias folloaddeng tmop dlsee-
o friction

Sing the Line of Actusl Control

in eastern Ladakh. Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh and his  Defence Minister Rajnath
Chinese counterpart Dong Jun  Singhwith China's Dong jun
met in Laos capital Vientiane

inVientiane. Laos.
wednesday where Singh said
“we need to focus on coopera-
ton racher than conflice
Meeting Dong on the side-
Enes of the 11th ASEAN Deferce
Ministers” Meeting-Pius. Singh
emphasised.and locked forward  of the LAC in eastem Ladakh.
€0 greater trust and confidence ON P,

building beeween the two sides
through de-escalation” — an es-

Biren intent not good,
that’s why crisis: MLAs
who skipped NDA meet

SINCE 1932

¥7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR, 712 SRINAGAR) WW/W.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Maharashtra sees highest turnout in

30 yrs: Vlctory sngn say both alliances

ALOK DESHPANDE
& VIKAS PATHAK
pAUMBAL NEW DELHI, NOV 20

VOTERS CAME out in huge num-

e 61.39 per cent recarded in
Maharashtra during the Lok
Sabhus efections this year, and the
614 per cent in the 2019
Assembly electsons.

In Jhackhand. where the
JMM-led a8 is bartling the
BJP-led NDA bioc, the turnout
Wi 68.45 per cent.

The rise in voter turnout in
Maharashera s being attributed
o the fierce campaszn under-
taken by the naing Mahayus and
Opposition Maha Vikas
(MVA), and coulid become a key
factor in a close contest. Durirg
the Lok Sabha elections. the three

NTINUED ON PAGE 2

5 cops suspended over
complaints of stopping
voters in western UP

SUKRITA BARUAH Meeting was
GUWAHATL NOVEMBER 20
mbuudawn
FOUR OF the legislators who Four
skipped Moaday’s meeting of NDAMLAS
DA MLAS called in imphal by
Manipis Chéef Minister N Baren MAULSHREE SETH
ni o fled et LUCKNOW. NOVEMBER 20
behind ir, dismissing £ asan=im-  with the Unified Command, in-
age- ing exercise” at a time DG FIVE UTTAR Pr.
that the state governmentisbat-  the CRPF and Assam RiflesiGs.  were placed und,

crisis of con]
Pointing

and the Chief Secretary. What is

out that m“mm 2 meeting of MLAS suppased to

e the developing Law andor
der

The resolution passed at the
"2 semioe E

Wednesday by the Blection
Commission following com-
plaints that they were prevent-

z votes in

i~ .
in Mumbai city saw 52%

1. The 10 seats

26 seats recorded S6% until 11.30 pm. Santhadeep Sanerice

WHAT THE POLLSTERS PREDICT

Maharasiitra (288)

Jharicisand (S1)
TeTTRTe

Folister | MVA  Others | BJPs ) Others.
e 10167 107.125 1314|4044 3040 1
Axis [

Mytndia | | { 1727 4sss o2
Matrize | 50170 110130 | 3.0 4247 | 2530 14

A

Yl.uupul t Minister

ing voters
. 0 Muzafl

Avideograbofapoliceman G

the in

uP

DAYS AFTER leaving the Aam

admi Pasty (AAP) and josning
he BJP. Delhs's former Home and

Kaitash

ahlot said on Wednesday that

ing e agreed to hotst the national

Day —in

BusINESS As Usuar
By UNNY

o 8 e et p
5 e Oese Gt

@ DECIsioN
2024

VOTER TURNOUT
209 ‘ Z’OZJ
6lam | 651%
[ Sharkhand (Phase =) |

2018 | 2024
66.9% 68.4%

Turmous sl T145 pow: Scusrce: £C

Gahlot counters AAP: Did
I-Day flag hoisting after
Madam Kejriwal’s nod

Delhi moves to
50%0 work from
home, asks pvt
sector to follow

GRAPrevised, makes it mandatory
for schools to shut offline classes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 20

WITH THE Air Quality Index

as0 asked the private sectoc
€0 take similar smeasures.

The Delhi government an-
nounced that all its depastments
and MCD offices will work at 50
per cent capacity while the re-
maining <taff will work from
home urki fourth
stage of the Graded Mwnse
Action Plan (GRAP) are lifted.

s
= Willalso
= reduce
= ® traffic
VEHICULAR EMISSION,
several studies. is
amang the biggest con-

ais. The aim behind the
50 per cent work from
Boere move is to control
vehiculas emission by
reducing vehic
movement and tr.
congesticn.

after 2 meeting with industry

Stakehoiders. Deihi Enveronment

Minister Gopual R said: “Private
e

services and foliow sexggeredof-
fice timings.

On Tuesday, the Guegion ad-

2 advi-

&ng from home.” The Deihi g0v-
ernment also advised private

& private fims 1o fob-
Jw S0 per cent work-from-hoeme
NTINUED ONPAGE 2

EXPRESS NETWORK

INDIA, AUSTRA
SEAL CLEAN ENERGY
PARTNERSHI PUSH

P,
RADE PACT race s

MLA of the ruling BJP said: “The 2
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79 in TOP 100 selections in CSE 2023 from various programs of
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Modi first Indian

PM to visit Guyana
in 56 years, signs 10
pacts to expand ties

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 20

INDIA° AND Guyana on
Wednesday sealed 10 agree-
ments to strengthen cooperation
in hydrocarbons, digital pay-
ment systems, pharmaceuticals,
and defence after bilateral talks
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Guyanese
President Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

Modi said Guyana will play
an important role in India's en-
ergy security and a blueprint for
long-term partnership in the
sector will be prepared. “The
visit of an Indian Prime Minister
to Guyana after 56 yearsis anim-
portant milestone in our rela-
tions. I have had a deep personal
bond with Guyana,” he said
while recalling his visit to the
South American country about
24 years back.

The PM arrived last night
from Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro,
where he attended the G20
summit. One of the MoUs will al-
low the deployment of India's
UPI (Unified Payments Interface)
digital payments system in
Guyana. “We will continue to
make efforts to increase our mu-
tual trade and economic cooper-
ation,” Modi said.

Modi said India will continue
to contribute to the capacity

building of Guyana’s military
through scholarships and train-
ing. “Close cooperation in the
field of defence is a symbol of our
deep mutual trust. I am happy
that this year India has supplied
two Dornier aircraft to Guyana.”

Agreeing to expand coopera-
tionin the agriculture sector, Modi
said: “With the millet seeds pro-
vided by India last year, we were
able to contribute to increasing
the food security of Guyana...”
India also agreed to set up a Jan
Ausadhi Kendra in Guyana.

The two leaders also deliber-
ated onregional and global issues.
President Ali said Modi's visit to
Guyana represents a significant
milestone in enhancing coopera-
tion between the two nations. He
called Prime Minister Modi a
“championamongleaders” for his
impactful leadership and contri-
bution to the developing world.

“Thank you very much... It is
our greatest honour to have you
here,” Ali said during a joint press
statement with Modi. He lauded
Modi's governance style, noting
its relevance and adoption in
Guyana and other nations.

“You have shown the light to
the developing world, and you
have created development met-
rics and a framework that many
are adopting in their own country.
And much of it is relevant to us
here in Guyana,” he said.



Modi First Indian PM to Visit Guyana in 56 Years, Signs 10 Pacts to
Expand Ties

Historical Visit | Rfagri@s ek

e PM Narendra Modi becomes the first Indian Prime Minister to visit Guyana in 56 years.
o QTH ¥ A 56 aNl & AT S dTel Tgol ARAT FUTAHAT &
e Modi last visited Guyana 24 years ago as an individual.

o AT A 24 Tl Ygl SATFAINd T F IATAT T a1 fhar 27|




Agreements Signed | THSIIA IT §EATER

10 agreements signed between India and Guyana to strengthen cooperation.

« R 3R IAET & T FEANT Holgd el & AT 10 FHSIIAT W LR

Areas of cooperation:

e Hydrocarbons, digital payment systems, pharmaceuticals, defence.

« gTSgTe, RfAce s yomeh, gar 3R &

e Agriculture sector and food security.

« HY &7 3R T JReaT|



Key Highlights | qEY ard

Deployment of India's UPI system in Guyana.

o IATAT H AT & UPI YUTTSIT T FIATeddT |

Supply of two Dornier aircraft to Guyana for defence cooperation.

o IATAT T & FEANT & fAT & S’ faAeT v 3|

India to help build Guyana’s military capacity through scholarships and training.

IR, BEGM 3R IRNETT & ATH F IAGT T T &THAT h Holed M|




Agriculture Cooperation | agﬁr HggIeT

Expansion of food security through Indian millet seeds.

« HRAT SToRT ISl & ATETH F Wieg JI&T F AR |

Agreement to set up a Jan Aushadhi Kendra in Guyana.

AT H ST 3T g TAMT Il W TgAT|




Global Significance | 3R9% Aga

Discussions on regional and global issues during talks.
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Guyanese President Mohamed Irfaan Ali called Modi a “champion among leaders.”
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Ali praised India’s development framework adopted by other nations.
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MODI, ALBANESE MEET ON G20 SIDELINES

India, Australia agree on tie-upin
clean energy, push for trade pact

Will continue to support peace, stability in Indo-Pacific region together: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

INDIA AND Australia agreed on
an ambitious renewable energy
partnership and looked forward
to working towards a compre-
hensive economic cooperation
agreement as PM Narendra Modi
and his Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese met on the
sidelines of the G20 leaders’
Summit in Brazil.

Strengthening ties in areas of
defence and security, mobility,
science and technology and ed-
ucation figured prominently
during the second India-
Australia annual conclave held
late Tuesday. The two leaders
also looked forward to a long-
term vision of defence and secu-
rity collaboration to enhance col-
lective strength, contribute to
both countries’ security, and
make an important contribution
to regional peace and security,
according to a joint statement.

The two PMs welcomed the
launch of the Renewable Energy
Partnership (REP) which would
provide the framework for prac-
tical cooperation in priority ar-
eas such as solar energy, green
hydrogen, energy storage, in-
vestments in related projects
and allied areas, it said.
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PM Narendra Modi with his Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese in Rio de Janeiro on Tuesday. P1i

In his media statement after
the Summit talks with Albanese,
Modi said both sides will work on
new possibilities of cooperation
inareas like defence industry, crit-
ical minerals, renewable energy,
ship building, space and sports.

With both sides keen to build
onthe momentum created by the
Economic Cooperationand Trade
Agreement (ECTA), which was
signed in 2022, the two PMs wel-
comed further work towards an
“ambitious, balanced and mutu-
ally beneficial” Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) to realise the
full potential of the bilateral eco-
nomicrelationship, the joint state-
ment said.

Modi said work will be done
for a mutually beneficial CECA
and that Albanese committed to
protect the interests of the Indian
community in Australia, espe-
cially Indian students. After the
implementation of ECTA, our
mutual trade has increased by
40%in the last two years, he said.

Modi also emphasised the
need toresolve conflicts and ten-
sions through dialogue and diplo-
macy. “We have been and will
continue to support peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region together,” he said.

The joint statement said that
they expressed intent to “renew
and strengthen the Joint
Declaration on Defence and

Security Cooperation in 2025, to
reflect ambition in both coun-
tries’ elevated defence and secu-
rity partnership and strategic
convergence”.

Modi said both India and
Australia are also unanimous on
the need for reform in global in-
stitutions. Modi said Albanese
has accepted his invitation for
the Quad summit to be held in
India next year. “I am confident
that in the times to come, the
partnership between India and
Australia will touch new heights
and will become a force for the
global good,” he said.

According to the joint state-
ment, the two leaders observed
that ‘Make in India’ and ‘Future
Made in Australia’ have comple-
mentarity and collaborative po-
tential and could help create
new jobs, unlock economic
growth and secure our future
prosperity in a changing world.

“The leaders called for
greater two-way investments
reflective of the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and in-
structed officials to explore ways
to realise greater synergies be-
tween the economies of both the
countries,” it said. Modi and
Albanese reiterated their com-
mitment to support an open, in-
clusive, stable, peaceful and
prosperous Indo-Pacific.



* Bilateral Progress:Both Prime
Ministers acknowledged
significant progress in
strengthening ties across

sectors like climate change,

renewable energy, trade,
Investment, defence, education,
and people-to-people relations.



« Economic Cooperation:
 India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) Is
boosting trade and market access.
« Work toward a more comprehensive Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) is underway.

« The Australia-India Business Exchange (AIBX) programme extended
for another four years to strengthen business connections.



Energy and Environment:

Launch of the India-Australia Renewable Energy Partnership (REP)
for cooperation in solar PV, green hydrogen, energy storage, and
renewable energy workforce development.

Progress on the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
India’s Khanij Bidesh Ltd. and Australia’s Critical Minerals Office to
advance critical minerals for clean energy



Space Cooperation: Growing space partnership with joint
projects, such as support for Gaganyaan missions and the
launch of Australian satellites on Indian vehicles in 2026.

Defence and Security: Renewal of Joint Declaration on

Defence and Security in 2025, focusing on stronger
collaboration.




Parliamentary Cooperation: Emphasis on continued inter-
parliamentary cooperation as part of the strategic
partnership.

Education, People-to-People and Mobility: Working Holiday
Maker visa programme and MATES mobility scheme to
enhance people-to-people ties and mobility of professionals.




* Regional and Multilateral Cooperation: Commitment to a
free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, with shared interests In
regional peace, stability, and sovereignty.

e Support for Quad Initiatives in health, security, infrastructure, and
climate change.

* Reinforcement of ASEAN centrality and cooperation under regional
frameworks like the East Asia Summit and Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative.

« Commitment to Indian Ocean cooperation, including Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA), and support for Pacific island countries on climate,
health, and education.
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JIMAGINING AN ACHIEVEMENT TO MAKE IT HAPPEN’

‘MANIFEST’ IS CAMBRIDGE WORD OF THE YEAR

The word “manifest”, which has evolved with its use by celebrities to mean imagining an achievement
in the belief that doing so will make it more likely to happen, was on Wednesday revealed as the Word
of the Year by Cambridge Dictionary. The dictionary noted the word had jumped from use in the self-
help community and on social media to being widely used across mainstream media and beyond. AP
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* The African penguin became the first penguin species in the

world to be listed as critically endangered by the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

* About: African penguins (Spheniscus demersus)

* [t Is one of the smallest penguin species, commonly referred
to as “jackass” penguins due to their donkey-like braying calls.
Males are generally slightly larger than their female

counterparts.



« African penguins are monogamous, meaning they have one partner
throughout their life.

« Characteristics: African penguins can be recognized by
the pink patches of skin above their eyes, which are used to
regulate body temperature.

« Habitat: They are found only in Namibia and South Africa.
Their numbers have been declining since the 1800s and at
present there are fewer than 20,000 birds left in the wild.



* Threat: Predators, such as Cape fur seals and kelp gulls, rising
ocean temperatures, and lack of prey (small fish like sardines
and anchovies).

* Protection: They have been protected under South Africa’s
Sea Birds and Seals Protection Act since 1973 (and more
recently under the Marine Threatened or Protected Species
Regulations since 2017).

* These laws and regulations ban the capture of penguins or their eggs
and any intentional harm done to them.



* Do you know?
— Penguins are a family of 17 to 19 species of birds that live
primarily in the Southern Hemisphere.
— They include the tiny blue penguins of Australia and New
Zealand, the majestic emperor penguins of Antarctica, and
the Galapagos penguin (the only penguin to be found north of
the equator).
— Although penguins are birds, they have flippers instead of
wings and are unable to fly.



SANYUKT VIMOCHAN
2024’




* The Indian Army successfully conducted the Sanyukt Vimochan
2024 in Gujarat.

* About SANYUKT VIMOCHAN 2024

|t IS a Multilateral Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise

* |t showcased India’s disaster response readiness and involved
various Indian armed forces, disaster management agencies,
and foreign delegations.




* The exercise began with a Table Top Exercise
(TTX), simulating a cyclone scenario in Gujarat’s coastal
region.

* The second day featured a Multi-Agency Capability
Demonstration at Porbandar’s Chowpatty Beach, where
coordinated logistics, rapid response, and disaster management
operations were practiced by the Indian Army, Navy, Air Force,

Coast Guard, and other agencies.






* Recently, a new Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty was
launched at the G20 Leaders Summit in Brazil to eradicate poverty
and hunger globally.

* The alliance is an important step towards the implementation of the
Deccan High-Level Principles on Food Security and Nutrition 2023,
adopted at the G20 New Delhi Summit 2023.



 What are the Key Facts
* About the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty?
* About:

* Itis a voluntary coalition of governments, international organisations,
NGOs, and other stakeholders working to eradicate hunger (SDG 2),
poverty (SDG 1), reduce inequalities (SDG 10), and support other
interlinked SDGs.

* It has three pillars — knowledge, finance and knowledge— at the
country level.



ALLIANCE OPERATION AT GLOBAL LEVEL—
FORMING A WEB OF VOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS FOR PARTNERSHIPS

.

NATIONAL PILLAR

Domestic policy and programme
implementation and/or direct country-
to-country support and lesson sharing,
South-South and trilateral cooperation.

~
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT PILLAR
Multilateral funding. Official bilateral and
multilateral assistance and development
finance. Innovative financial mechanisms,
climate funding, philantropies, others.

"i\

s N
KNOWLEDGE PILLAR
Institutions for:
Technical assistance and cooperation,
Capacity building, knowledge sharing.

\ J

STATEMENTS OF COMMITMENT
Commit to implement and/or
support others, share learnings

—)

STATEMENTS OF COMMITMENT
Commit to support
implementation

Ea——)

STATEMENTS OF COMMITMENT
Commit to support
implementation

GLOBAL
ALLIANCE
AGAINST
HUNGER AND
POVERTY

POLICY
BASKET

Improved
alignment
formed
through fully
voluntary
commitments to
implementation
and/or support
to implementation
of nationally-
owned
policies among
thoseina
curated
reference basket
of examples.




* What is the Need for the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty?

* Escalating Poverty and Hunger: In 2022, approximately 712 million
people lived in extreme poverty—23 million more than in 2019—with
the highest rates in the poorest countries.

* In 2023, 733 million people faced hunger, and 148 million children
under five suffered from stunting (low height-for-age).



\With reference to the ‘Global Alliance for ClimateSmart Agriculture (GACSA)’, which of the following statements is/are
correct? (2018)

1. GACSA is an outcome of the Climate Summit held in Paris in 2015.

2. Membership of GACSA does not create any binding obligations.

3. India was instrumental in the creation of GACSA.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3



* Which of the following is/are the indicators/indicators used by IFPRI to
compute the Global Hunger Index Report? (2016)

* 1. Undernourishment

2. Child stunting

3. Child mortality

* Select the correct answer using the code given below:
* (a) 1 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (¢)1,2and 3

* (d) 1 and 3 only




RISEOF CHINESE EMISSIONS BETWEEN 1993 & 2023

W 1995 emissions (inMtCO2eq) M 2023 emissions (in MtCO2 eq)
B Share in historical emissions in 2023 (%)
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Source: Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research







* Coal India Limited (CIL), a leading state-owned coal mining
corporation, has been conferred the ‘Green World Environment
Award 2024° in the CSR category.



« About Green World Environment Award:

 Award Significance: Recognizes organizations for outstanding
contributions to environmental sustainability and CSR initiatives
globally.

« Recipient: Coal India Limited in 2024 for its Thalassemia Bal
Sewa Yojna, which supports curative treatments for
Thalassemia through Bone Marrow Transplants (BMT).

« Support: Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojna provide financial assistance of
up to 10 lakh provided for BMT operations across 17 partner
hospitals.




* Presented by: The Green Organisation at Kensington Palace,
London.

* About The Green Organisation:
e Founded: 1994.

« Nature: An independent, non-political, and non-profit group.

* Objective: Recognizing, rewarding, and promoting
environmental and CSR best practices worldwide




Word of the day

Snivel:

whining in a tearful manner; the act of breathing
heavily through the nose (as when the nose is
congested);

Syl’] ONYMS: snuffle, sniffle

Usa g€ Snivelling comments about it will get
us nowhere.,

Pronunciation: newsth.live/snivelpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: ['snival/
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