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What is the Breakthrough Prize 2025 awarded for?
- SHY UTSr 2025 fFH &7 & faw far srar 872

A. Business innovation
B. Global diplomacy

C. Scientific achievements in life sciences, physics, and mathematics
D. Climate policy



What has caused a public health crisis in Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh?

. Qi (30X 9e) # HieT ) gHTAT AR TARLT THe Hl
FROT Tl 872
A. Lead contamination
B. Excess fluoride in groundwater

C. Arsenic in drinking water
D. Industrial air pollution



Dokra art is primarily associated with which type of craft?

+ BT el HEA: fhd THR & RAeuwar @ w@&ftd 87
A. Textile painting

B. Bell metal casting
C. Stone carving
D. Wood inlay work



What is the objective of the Biomass Mission in India?

+ A # IATH AT &1 38T Fa1 87
A. To develop organic fertilizers
B. To promote bioenergy and reduce fossil fuel dependency

C. To increase sugarcane production
D. To monitor air quality



What are the new rules for equivalence certificates for foreign degrees?

- et BT & FHFa yHOMT & v av @aa F7ar 2
A. Now issued by AICTE only
B. Mandatory for all private jobs
C. Based on curriculum matching and UGC recognition
D. No equivalence required now



> & )] 2% class24.study/current-affairs g % (G =} & @

ﬂ Hi,Bhunesh

=

2"'553 Home Exams v Current Affairs Buy a course v Blog Live Test About us
Partner with

€ class24

Daily Current Affairs PDF, GK Updates & Quizzes 2024|
Class24 - PDF Downloads & Key Topic Updates

Daily Current Affairs by Class24: Download PDFs, Attempt Quizzes, and Learn Current Affairs Across Various Regions and

Sections

Attempt Daily Current Affairs m n m

Quiz

. . . ) Budget MCQs 2025-26, Download Free
) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Apr 01, 2025 Daily Current Affairs News, PDF : Stay Prepared with PDF

? - H 1 H Hi
) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 29, 2025 Class24’s DOIIY Updcrl'es ) Haryana Unveils ‘'Samman Sanjeevani
App on National Girl Child Day for
Women's Empowerment

) Dail t Affai iz Mar 28, 202 . 2 . : .
ally Gurren airs Quiz Mar 28, 2025 Stay ahead in your exam preparation with Class24's Daily Current Affairs PDF.

Our expertly curated PDF documents provide you with a comprehensive » Assam to Host the World Largest
Jhumur Festival

> Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 27, 2025

7 Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 26, 2025 summary of the latest national and international news, covering important

) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 25, 2025 topics for exams like SSC, Banking, UPSC, and RRB. Download the PDF daily ' Egggne in Haryana Sex Ratio at Birth

) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 24, 2025 and get a quick overview of crucial current affairs, ensuring you're well- ) Sahitya Akademi Awards 2024:

) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 22, 2025 prepared for the General Knowledge section of your competitive exams. Recognizing Excellence in Indian
Literature

) Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 21,2025 Top Daily Current Affairs in PDF: Boost Your GK Knowledge padma awards 2025: Full List of

> Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 20, 2025 for Compe_"_hve Exams Recipients and Key Highlights

> Daily Current Affairs Quiz Mar 19, 2025 ) India Skills Report 2025: Unlocking

) Older Date Current Affairs Quiz Get the top daily current affairs delivered to your device with Class24's PDF gf:F?'OVabi"TV and Bridging the Skills

download. This resource highlights the most essential news from politics,

economy, science, and international relations, helping you stay updated and
Download Daily Current Affairs improve your general knowledge. Perfect for SSC, UPSC, Banking, and RRB
PDF exams, this daily PDF will keep you on track with the latest developments that

> ISFR 2023: Key Findings on India's
Forest Cover & Climate Goals

> New Subordinate Legislation: Post
Office Rules, 2024 and Post Office




“Things change. And friends leave. Life doesn't stop for

5‘} anybody.”

— Stephen Chbosky, The Perks of Being a Wallflower
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Security forces g =
exchange fire
with militants,

o e a

Rahul takes on Centre
on economy, Wagf Act

=

v

VIIAY MALLYA CASE
Indian banks win UK.
bankruptcy appeal

crAMPIONS LEAGUE
Arsenal stuns Real;
Inter beats Bayern

NEWS » PAGE 5

NEWS » PAGE &

SPORT » PAGE 17

procurement of 26 Rafale-M
fignter jets from Franc
Indian Navy, officist sources
confirmed. 3 PAGE S

Trump pauses global tariffs, hits China harder

Flat rate of 10% tariffs on all countries that

U.S. President announces pause of 90 days,

but raises tariffs on Chinese goods to 125%

WASHINGTON

-S. President Do-
nald Trump
abruptly  backed

more levies against China
in what has become a full-
scale confrontation bet-
ween the world's two lar-
gest economies.
L bae Rchinel S 6 00y
sy

.
Kerala hopes to
get Governor’'s
nod for six Bills
xocus

Kerala hopes o get the six Sills
that were recently passe

by the Assembly. » PAGE 3

‘Revise Aadhaar
1aw to sync with
digital data Act

NEW DELME
Urvon Mnister of Electronics

asked the UIDAI to come up
with 3 new law for Asdhaar

closely watched talks on the
row between the long time
achversaries. » PAGE 14

against the United States.

by the

Decision result of more than 75 countries reaching
out to negotiate rather than retaliate, says Trump

90

flat 3046 tart oo
AR countries.

A look at the latest moves in the escalating
Elobal trade battte

US. pauses most

e tarn

days,

fective Mr.

Mr. Trump had only
hours_earlier ramped v

the duties on Chinese
goods to a glant 104%. Chi-
na then retaiated by rising
tariffs on US. imports to
84%. Following days of glo-

bal market turmoil, Wall
Mr Street stocks surged In
said on me "n‘ulh Soclal  reaction to e
network. he took announcemen:
the Gecision afver more Only a flat rate of 10% ta-
a6 conniniea bl (i on Il conierley sha
reached out took effect on
and did not retaliste remain In place. This

EU announces.

€20 bn.

China of st “ri ‘rlpplng o™
his country. some

realize that the days of rip.
ping off the nd

he European Union
had eartier Launched. i
own counter-attack, an-

ing
from Tue n.nesr.hy in retaliation

for American duties on glo-
bal steel and aluminitm
exports.

The 27nation  bloc,
which Mr. Trump has ac-
cused of being created to
“screw™ the United States.
will hit more than 20 bil-
Hon euros” worth of U.S.

took effect on Saturday to remain in place

“Liberation Day~ that he
would impose a 10% base-
line tariff on all countries
that took e atur-
day. with additional rates
for economies including

effect on Wednesday.

“Will work out well*
With markees rofled for the
past week, p ear-
Iser \\'ednesda)' nrged
cooL™

soy-
beans, motorcycles and
beauty products.

But the EU notably did

Inscs effece o minane after

“B
and said that ~everything Is

g,e i
ble.” Mr. Trump sasd.

Mr. ‘!Yurnp announced a
week ago on what he called

At - Trump
unveiled it. the S&P S00
rged higher to

5,251.44, snapping a brutal
£ Los:

d along
the dollar as the confronta-
ton escalated.

U.S. bond yields had al-
so risen amid a sharp sell-
off — a major economic red
light as sovereign govern-
ment debt is normally seen
as a safe haven for inves-

roubled time:

United States, with Japan
and South Korea among
those sending delegations
to Washington.

RELATED REFORTS ON

» PAGES 12,13, 14 & 15

Transit trouble

EvRANIAL YOG

W M T 10 A K 5 i overbridge, 2 vital east-west link in Muenbal, will be closed to vehicular traffic for two
years from Thursdary for reconstnactios

Rana likely to
arrive today,
set to face trial
for 26/11 attack

Subasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Tahawwur Hossain Rana,
istan-

acks cons;
Saradwed by the U.S. and
& expected to arrive in In-
dia on Thu to face
trial. This comes 17 years
after the attacks that killed

matic sources confirmed
that Us. authorities
custody of

o

India ends transshipment facility for
Bangladesh exports, cites congestion

NEW DELHI

india

<

airports_and ports.

the Minisery of External Af-
Inesday.

comes days

: - Chief Advise: Bangla’

c r to Bangla-

buffer zones in s Femeaton 22
Gaza, says Katz ment, visited Befjing and

JERUSALESS
Israel's Defence Minister Israet

miktant group Hamas ©

release » PAGE 14

cme
x

made statements that were
deemed

1N began owt

had objected to the Bangla-
deshi leader’s description
of northeast India as an ex-
tension for Chinese pro-
ducers, terming it ~offen-
sive highly

he advocated greater

Chinese trade tes with

northeastern India. using
ngladesh ports.

The remarks had at-
tracted criticism from sev-
eral Indian leaders, includ-
ing Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Blswa Sarma.

Indian officials refused

~The lr.lnsshlpmenl fa-
cility extended to Bangla-
desh had over a period of
time resulted in significant

the
through indian Land Customns Station:

of cargo from
2020. cEvTY macES

l:ongesuon at our
ports. ical etays
and higher Coses were hin
ering own exports
and crealing backlogs.

The facility, therefore,
has been withdrawn with
effect April 8, 2025,
To clarify, these measures

Bangladesh

transiting through Indian

territory,” Mr. Jaiswal said.
On Tuesday, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs Issued a not-

fication terminating the
transshipment facility for
esh’s trade

Bhutan, Myanmar, and Ne-
pal.

“EssentiaF facility
ndia had started

the transship-
ment of cango from Bangla-
desh through Indian Land
Customs Stations, which
would then be sent to their
final destinations using in-
dian

these are sent to

as a sed
trade that has been reeling
from lack of Indian visas to

Bangladesh business

communicy.
el |

special team of the Nation-
al Agency on
wes morning.

The Indian plane carry-
Rans snd the MIA o

cials i to in the
national capical. Rana will
en be transferred to cus-
tody and the trial process
will begin.
©On Monday, US. Su-
preme Court Chief Justice
John Roberts rejected Ra-
na's review peution, his
Last appeal against the ex-
~Th,

RBI cuts repo rate
by 0.25%, trims GDP
growth forecast

Credit cushion

- at whicn

v e
The RBI Lercla 10 barsha 80 meet therf shortterm Rmding necds

\p

Apeil
2030

S, @ ===
B

2034

MUBEBAL

The Reserve Bank of India
slashed the repo rate by 25
basis points to 6% on Wed-

esday, with its Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
wot ly to re-

and other loan borrowers.

duce the interest earned

on savings by depositors.
The move comes again
fan escalat-

e
for stay addressed to The

extradite Rana during a
conference

time,” Mr. Jai
dicating that the govern
mene would make & formal
announcement only once
plane carrying Rana
lands in India.

“SMALL PLAYER'
» PAGE S

ing global erade war, trig-
President Do-
nald Trump’s wide-ranging
tariffs. The MPC has also
lowered its forecast for In-
DP growth this year,
from 6.7% 1o 6.5%.
This is the second tme

e, he:
RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra,

sis poinls (bps) or 0.25%.
The committ aded by

the quantification of the ad-
eces bnipuct ek, Mr.

e Fiske v infltion are
two-sided, he pointed out.
upside, uncertain-
ties may lead to possible

so
shifted its policy stance
from neutral to

ported inflation. On the
in

dative, indicating that it is
more worried that eco-
nomic growth could be a

global growth could entail
further softening in_com-
modity and crude ofl pric-

ing us to be vigilant, is not
expected to be of high con-
cern,” he added.




A thought for today

1o try to correct imbalances with trade
restrictions is a grave error
RODRIGO RATO




‘COUNTRIES KISSING MY A**

' I'm telling you, these countries (hit by tariffs)
are calling us up kissing my a**...dying to make
a deal... ‘I'll do anything, I'll do anything sir’

—President Trump at Republican dinner

» US stocks jump the most
since March 2020 as Trump
pauses tariffs on countries
that have not retaliated.
S&P 500 Index rises more
than 7% by afternoon;
Nasdaq surges 9%, and
Dow Jones rallies almost 6%

» Amazon cancels orders for

multiple products made in
China, other Asian countries

» Oil prices swing wildly,
sinking to a four-year low
amid burgeoning trade war,

before jumping 2% after
Trump pauses tariffs



A look at the latest moves in the escalating
global trade battle

U.S. pauses most
new tariffs for

90 days,

China
retaliated
earlier,
raising
tariffs

on U.S.
imports to

84%

U.S. hits back,
raising tariffs
on Chinese
goods to

125%,

up from
104% earlier
in the day

maintaining a a .

flat 10% tariff on &
all countries |

EU announces / .

€20bnin s

countermeasures,
targeting U.S.
goods like
soybeans,
motorcycles, and
cosmetics




Global Tariff Changes and Responses

Trump
Announces Trump Targets
Tariff Pause China

—\

> > 0

Trump initiates a 90- R U.S. tariffs on
day halt on new Chinese goods are
global tariffs. /\7| raised to 125%.
1
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AQ China Raises X EU Imposes

j:i[ Tariffs ( | | Retaliatory
. Tariffs
China increases

tariffs on U'S;' The EU imposes €20
imports to 84%. billion in tariffs on

U.S. products.



Trade Policy Impact and Market Reaction

Saturday
10% Flat Tariff Continues

Post-announcement

Wall Street surged; S&P 500 rose
6%

Post-announcement

Japan, South Korea, and others
sending trade delegations




Unpacking U.S. Trade Strategy and Its Global Impact

Aggressive Negotiation
Tactics

Trade Power Dynamics

U.S. Trade Strategy [ ”“@

] Economic Risks

] Globalization Debate
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Cong. calls SC order
on T.N. Governor a
‘slap on govt’s face’

AHMEDABAD

The Supreme Court's or-
der to “operationalise” the
Bills which were being
blocked by the Tamil Nadu
Governor, is a “slap” on the
face of the Narendra Modi
government, Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge
on Wedn:

Scestiling shtacl: cick Y -
nment on a range
of ovnen, o ding ques-
tioning the fairness of the
electoral procedures.

trying th have . *talloe
made process that can des-
troy democracy and defeat

buslc

was the Congress that
Gandhinagar ey, the In-

dian Institute of Manage-
cnt and the Indian Space
Research  Organisation,
and started the White Re-
volution to ensure suffi-
ctency in milk production.

An economic storm coming,
says Rahul at AICC session

He targets PM over Ssilence’ on US. tariffs, reiterates dernand for caste census, calls the Wagf Act

“anti-constitution. and accuses government of cr

AHMEDABAD

eader of the Opposi-

ha i on
Wedn. targeted Prime
Minister Narendra lodi
gver his “silence” on the

mpaosition of tariffs by ULS.

Prisident Donatd Trump

s posi-
tioned itself as the defen-

the Oppaosition™. colleagues, the Congress

Citing Maharashtra, chief said those who did der of the Constitution,
where the Congress had not want to share party | and vowed to “fight back
wor bighest numberof  responsibilicy could A ry assauit on the federal
seats in the Lok Sabha. be  rest and retil structure”_
aid that in the He al tha the LOC
election, the BIP won 138  districtievel leadership | se: the banks of the

the 1d e

150  sears it

~If I say all this is fraud,
they will cll you prove i
Mr. Kharge said ~If this

- Kharge targeted Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
saying the Speaker named
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi in the House
but did not allow him to
speak.
Taking on the BJP for
that real develop-
ment began only after the

as part of a re- | hi announc erict
vamp plan. Congress Committees and
Ished Sowly. Sowly. Sow. | weuld be made the ~foum
Iy." he dartional structure of the

He said the ision | party~, and reiterated his
was not allowed to raise | focus on -
the issue of the impositior phasising his demand for a

gf tariffs by the US. in Par-
lament. He
poly is bemg estabiished
ith resources betng hand-
o crony

mpmmsu

Ar. Kharge akso alleged
that SC, ST, and OBC reser-
vations were being
through privatisation. “1f
this continues, the Modi

came to
porwer in 2014, Mr. Kharge
countered by saying that it

and Modi will
sell off the whole country
and go.” he alleged.

50% cap on

But the Opposition lead-
er spent most of his time
attacking the Prime Minis-
ter over tariffs, recalling
how BMr. Modi had hugged
President Trump during
his earlier vissts to the U.S..
but not during the recent
visit

~This time, did you see
their photograph hugging

1 drama in Parli

to divert attention

Firm stand: Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahut Gandhi and former Congress president
Sania Gandhi at an AICC Meeting in Ahmedabad on Wednescay. WinT SONEN

each other?

Trum; whom Prime Mi-
nister Modi calls a friend,
red him that ‘Listen,
e will not hug each « od)er
this time.
s e (Modil couid
not utter a word. He has
disappeared,” Mr. Gandhi
said,

“Now an economic
storm is coming and crores

es, where is he, where is he
[Mr. Modi] hiding,” Mr.
Gandhi asked.

To divert people’s atten-
tion from the tariff issue,
Mr. Gandhi said, “the go-
vernment enacted a drama
in  Parliament for two

andhi mentioned
i Modi's recent meetin,

adesh’s Chief
Adleer Muhammad  Yu-

nus, and why
the meeting took place
despize the

Congress must be a
party of hope, not of
resentment: Tharoor

ctions  thi ‘con-
structive criticism and not
unrelenting ney TR

gress Working Committee
(CWC)  member  Shashi

Wednesday.
JIn 2004, we biad Boity
and

ndia Congress Committee

(AICC) session  should
mark a point,” Mr.
Tha said, seconding

the main AICC resolution..
~As 1 said at the CWC
the C

only de but a

crllne .g.-nma me Comitns

adverse

religion. “The Waqgf Bill is
anti-Constitution and
against the freedom of reli-
glon.” he said.

anpndi (path of nmce).

the Congress
rse, the territorial inte-

must be the party of hope.
not of resentment: the

Just negative criticism,” he
added.

“Focus on the fature”
Recalling the Congress's
glorious past in Gujarar,
the land ‘Gand-

Shashs Tharoor

deca signals that the
pztl)' & on the ~brink of a
new revival™, he said.

Inclusive nas

The AICC resolution show-
cases & s na-
tlonalism . “rather

s_bde", he said. “But our na-

d.
resolution ack-
the sacrifices of

unsung party workers.
Without your hard work,

of
hi and Sardar Patel,
“We have an
ory. But we

s

that the
. who are the majori-

AICC resolution cous oor said.
The AlcCresolution assert-  grity of India depicts our | Mlustrious

ed that its st

S sm was inspi by ism’, in its m youn,

the age-old traditions of In. e the soclal, poiitical, | &y of the electorate, are

political gain and luss for
'l"he stark truth is that

large sections of them live
in fear today, which is not

pseudo-national-
ism of the BJP-RSS seeks to
a society and our

barmati in Gujarat, where
been out

the has
of power for the last three

this would only
be words,” he said.
Stressing the party’s in-
clustve agenda, Mr. Tha-
roor said: “The idea of In-
dia is that you can be a
sood Gujarati, a good Mus-
lim, and a good Indian all

of must
distributed in a way thae
benefits those who have

voiceless,” he sald

Rahul Gandhi’s ‘belated’ response to
Wagf Act lacks clarity of thought: BJP

NEW DELSI

tion in the Lok Sabha. Ra-
hul (.andhL if he was un-
ble with the

werment of depréved

did not speak ng the
debate on the Bill in the
Lok Sabha, ly com-

mented on it at the Con-

ALE PHOTO

anything 1o say on key is-
sues.

~He said that the Act
was unconstitutional... we
had explained in deta
Parliament that it is com-

pletely
Rave three questions for
him.  Rahul  Gandhifi,
lease tell me that no hos-
pital. school, orphanage,
€tc., has been
built on the Waqf proper-
ties, which
lakh. Do you think it is
right or wrong for the

danghters of poor. Mus-
lims?" he said

“Do you have a problem
if Wagqf is being reformed

wor
Muslim community?.... and
nowadays some-

ynu a chit for
Backward

Class)..\f you are worred
about the development of
backward, the exrremely
backward Pasmanda Mus-
lims would benefit from

In remembrance

President Droupadi Murmeu, who & on = stat

wisit to Stovakia, pays her respects at the Gate of Freedom Memoriat in
Bratislava on Wednesday. The two sides reviewed various aspects of bilateral relations and issues of shared global and regicnai interests. &7

West Bengal files
‘clarificatory petitiony’
in recruitment case

s
KOLKATA

As protests continued to
rage in the State over the

petition” praying for a sia-
tus guo. A Supreme Court

onderc on m Aprll 3, upheld an

Calcutta

ngh Cnun annu.l.hng the

of app
ments of 25752 teachers

ready filed a “clarificatory
¥ @

The Chief Secretary
said: “We have sought an
explanation from the Su-

preme Court. No one has
Eeen given a terminarion
letter. We have to move for-
ward keeping the Supreme
Court’s verd! n mind. We
should nn(

Govt. approves I63,000-cr. deal for procuring Rafale-M jets

NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), headed by
Prime Minister Narendra

dian Navy. official sources
confirmed.

The contract is expect-
ed to be concluded later
this month. It includes 22
single-seater jets that can
operate from aircraft car-
riers and four twin-seater
trainer jets, which are not

give In to
anyones we
should not take the law in-
to our own hands in any

way:

approval for
the government-1o- -
ment deal is the final step,

& might: Rafale-M jets lined up on French carrier Charles de

Fligh:
Goulle durng the Varuna ex

and the agreement now
awaits formal

rcise 35t month. DIeKkAs o

ga deal with France for

1t Is expected to be signed
during the French Defence
Minister's visit to India,
likely later this month.
This leaves another me-

before it can be

The delivery of the jets

will begin three-and-a-half
years after the contract s
and

the earlier deal for six sub-
marines procured under

signed
e compieted in Shout sbe:
anda-half years, officlal
sources sal

e tndian Alr Force op-

quired under a 260,000
crore deal signed in Sep-
tember 2016.

The Indian Navy got the
opportunity to witness the
performance of the Ra-

the
French aircraft carrier
Charles de Gaulle during
the bilateral Varuna exer-
cise last month.

Unlike the Rafale deal

marines is a follow-on to

aval
Group of FYanoe and Max
£on Dock Shipbuilders 12
(MDL).

On July 13, 2023, the De-
fence Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath _Singh,
had accorded initial appro-
yal for the procurement of

Rafale-M fighters and
Three additonar Scocpene.
class diesel-electric

submarines.

The Rafale-M jets are
meant to 6ll the gap in the
number of fighter jets tll
the .

Iy operates two aircraft car-

and the indige-
nously buslt INS Vikranr,
which was commissioned
in September 2022.
The Indian aircraft car-
rlers use a skijump to
aircraft, unlike the
French carrier. Both car-
riers use arrestor cables to
recover afrcraft which use
a tail hook.
The lifts aboard the In-

con
MIG-29K jets, and the Ra-
faleM jets would need

indigenous Twin Engine
Deck-Based Fighter
(TEDBF) is inducted into
service. The Navy current-

move the aircraft between
the hangar the flight
deck.

Amx



Govt. approves 363,000-cr. deal for procuring Rafale-M jets

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved a nearly ¥63,000-
crore deal for the procure-
ment of 26 Rafale-M fighter
jets from France for the In-
dian Navy, official sources
confirmed.

The contract is expect-
ed to be concluded later
this month. It includes 22
single-seater jets that can
operate from aircraft car-
riers and four twin-seater
trainer jets, which are not
carrier-compatible.

The CCS approval for
the government-to-govern-
ment deal is the final step,

o

Flight might: Rafale-M jets lined u;; on French carrier Charles de

Gaulle during the Varuna exercise last month. DINAKAR PERI

and the agreement now
awaits formal conclusion.
It is expected to be signed
during the French Defence
Minister’s visit to India,
likely later this month.
This leaves another me-

ga deal with France for
three additional Scorpene-
class conventional subma-
rines awaiting CCS appro-
val, before it can be
finalised.

The delivery of the jets

will begin three-and-a-half
years after the contract is
signed and is expected to
be completed in about six-
and-a-half years, official
sources said.

The Indian Air Force op-
erates 36 Rafale jets, ac-
quired under a ¥60,000-
crore deal signed in Sep-
tember 2016.

The Indian Navy got the
opportunity to witness the
performance of the Ra-
fale-M jets aboard the
French aircraft carrier
Charles de Gaulle during
the bilateral Varuna exer-
cise last month.

Unlike the Rafale deal,
which is an inter-govern-
mental agreement, the
deal for the Scorpene sub-
marines is a follow-on to

the earlier deal for six sub-
marines procured under
Project-75, between Naval
Group of France and Maza-
gon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDL).

On July 13, 2023, the De-
fence Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
had accorded initial appro-
val for the procurement of
26 Rafale-M fighters and
three additional Scorpene-
class diesel-electric
submarines.

The Rafale-M jets are
meant to fill the gap in the
number of fighter jets till
the under-development,
indigenous Twin Engine
Deck-Based Fighter
(TEDBF) is inducted into
service. The Navy current-

ly operates two aircraft car-
riers — INS Vikramaditya,
which was procured from
Russia, and the indige-
nously built INS Vikrant,
which was commissioned
in September 2022.

The Indian aircraft car-
riers use a ski-jump to
launch aircraft, unlike the
French carrier. Both car-
riers use arrestor cables to
recover aircraft which use
a tail hook.

The lifts aboard the In-
dian carriers were built to
accommodate the Russian
MIG-29K jets, and the Ra-
fale-M jets would need
slight modifications to fit
in. The lifts are used to
move the aircraft between
the hangar and the flight
deck.

A INX



DEADLY
MARITIME

26 V Delnery

of jets in
37to 65
months

' Rafale-Marine
= jets

from France for
63,887 crore

> $12 billion for 272
Sukhoi-30MKI fighters
from Russia (bulk of them
produced in India)

> $5.43 billion for 5 Triumf
surface-to-air missile
squadrons from Russia

> $4.5 billion for 11 C-17

IAF inducted 36 Rafales under
¥59,000-crore deal in 2016

Some Big Foreign Deals Inked

AR\
3 ,l"

-

—

Globemaster-1ll strategic
aircraft from the US

» $2.3 billion for aircraft
carrier INS Vikramaditya
(refurbished Admiral
Gorshkov) from Russia. Plus,
another $2 billion for 45
MiG-29Ks to operate from it

4.5-gen omni-role fighters that can
also deliver nuclear weapons

» Combat range from 780-km

to over 1,850-km depending

on mission

» Designed for STOBAR (short
take-off but arrested recovery)
operations from aircraft carriers

Can carry 9.3 tonne of
external payload like

» 70-km range Exocet

= AM39 anti-ship missiles
% » 70-km range MICA

. air-to-air missiles

> 120 to 150 km beyond-visual
range Meteor air-to-air missiles

» 300-km Scalp air-to-ground
cruise missiles

> $3.8 billion for 31 MQ-9B
"Predator’ drones from the US

> $3.2 billion for 12 P-8I
long-range maritime patrol
aircraft from the US

> $2.1 billion for 13

C-130J Super Hercules
aircraft from the US




Strategic Procurement of Rafale Jets by India

_I | i - - Contract Signing
26 Jets Total - - , |
' a ) | r- Delivery Start

22 Single-Seat -= | , ,
} " - ~- Delivery End
4 Twin-Seat - -

_ |esaeRafalesletasy]
| Previous Rafale Deal (5L, l" _

, - - Capability Gap
36 Jets - '

; - - Naval Strike Power
%60,000 Crore - - ‘

~- Carrier Integration



n Design
Modifications
Needed

_.-o Catapult @ Existing Design
% System I>=> Fit
Compatibility /o Ski-Jump
System
= Adaptation

French Rafale-M Indian MiG-29K

Evaluating Naval Aircraft Compatibility



Rafale

Mirage 2000

SEPECAT
Jaguar

MiG-21

MiG-23

MiG-25
(Foxbat)

France

France

UK/France (Anglo-French)

Russia (formerly USSR)

Russia (USSR)

Russia (USSR)

36 jets ordered under emergency procurement (2016-
2022)

Inducted in 1985; played key roles in Kargil War and

Balakot airstrike

Ground-attack aircraft; still in service with IAF

First inducted in 1963; several variants used; being

phased out

Retired; used for ground attack

High-altitude reconnaissance; retired




MiG-27

MiG-29

Sukhoi Su-
30MKI

Folland Gnat

HAL HF-24
Marut

Tejas (LCA)

Russia (USSR)

Russia

Russia (co-developed with
India)

United Kingdom

India (with German tech)

Strike aircraft; retired in 2019

Still operational; upgraded to MiG-29UPG standard

Over 270 inducted; most powerful IAF jet; also produced
by HAL in India

Used in 1965 and 1971 wars; nicknamed “Sabre Slayer”

Indigenous, but design assistance by German engineer
Dr. Kurt Tank

Fully indigenous, not an import, but important for

reference
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Oil falls to
lowest since
2021 as Trump
Lariffs hit

Doubils whammy: Exacerbating cd's decline was a
decision Iast waek by OPEC+ to Rike SUTPUS in May. AF

Beuters
SINGAPORE/BENING

Ol prices fell for a fifth day to thelr lowest since
February 2001 om Wednesday an looming
demand concerns fuelled ariff
war between the L5, and Chins, the workd s two
¢ ecomomies, and a riaing supply outlook

or ZI1%, to
st A barval as of 658 GAFT U1S. West Teas
Intermediate crude furures fell $1.50, or 2 57%, to
S58.04. Both contracts loss as much as 4% before
paring some losses.

Both Brent and W1 have umbled over the

announced sweepi s on i
sparking concerns a global trade war would dent
econe owth it fuel de

ract
slumped to 9 cents a barrel, les lowest s

“That premium b
Tram $3.55 i ARl 2 when the tarifls were
announced and as the trade war with China

Lated.

The narrowing of the Brent market's
backwardation, the market strscture when prices
for prompt furires are higher than later-dated
supply; indicates investoes are becoming

increasingly concerned about f; crude
demand and the potential for excess supply.
ina kicked in on

after

Beljing failed to lift its retaliatory tarifs on U.S.
goads by a Tuesday deadline set by Mr. Trumg.

Standing up.
Beljing vowed not to bow to what it called LS.

war continues for longer, however, a stronger
st 1o boost domestic consumption could
mitigate the Insses,” she said.

Exacerbating oil's decline was a decision last
weekby OPECe, which groups
and allies including &
oy 411,060 harvels jres diy, o mve that anakysts
say is likely to push the mar]

Goldman Sachs now forecasts that Brent and
WTI could edge down to $62 and $58 per barrel

December 2025. As ofl prices sank, Bussia’s
ESPO Blend oil price fell below the $&0 per barrel

e Darveis i e weck cnded Ap

compared with expectations
a buld of abour 1.4 million barrels.

Sharp U.S. bond sell-off revives

memory of COVID-era ‘dash-for-cash

s for 10-year

wields in two (ki.aﬁl?.\c imvestors said the move was reminiscent of the dash-for-cash at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020

NEWS ANALYS

Beuters
NEW YORK

violent U5, Treasu-
sell-off, evoking

‘dash for
o Tears of feagiliny n the
worlds  biggest  bond
market.

The $20-erillion Treasu-
ry market had surged in re-
cent weeks as inwestors
dumped stocks for the sa-
fety of government bonds
in a tarifffueled risk-off
shift

hit by 2 wave of selling
sent benchmark  yiel
soaring by I7 basls points

though less
sharply, on Tussday, leav-
ing benchmark 10-year
back above 4%.
‘marker
¥

Treasury market

have been selling liguid as-
sets such as LS. govern-

ment bonds to meet mar-

foaded stocks as the mar-

plunge forces them to
e frading using bor-
rowed ¢

“The big moves in the
market across asset classes
triggered the unwind,” said
Jan Mevruzl, U.S. rates sira-
tegist ar TD Securitles in
riew vork.
and analysts

nvestors
the move was reminis-

I
said

MABFICH PRIRE: INVESTONS have 5ok Bkl G565 10 Mest MArgin calls dus T portiollo ksses, REUTERS

W have been banging
the tables for years that
depeh of lguidicy i the
Treasury marl s poor
and has been foryuw

ERENER
Fieadof mtemational fined income,
Péatiomal Allanoe Captial Markets

Treasury positions whose
ding exacel

cash  an res

d
“When you have big
mioves like thas and you're
relying on some arbirage
relationship, sprea

wou might have to trim
your pasitions,” Mr. Nevru
= said

closely watched by

la-

mmmepmuwf:m

because it could

of 1n9‘.~1b||lty ox
Righly leveraged

source
markets if|

Treasury  marker, €
bullding block of global
sten Slok. chief eco-
at apallo Global

ket to buy Treasuries and

use the latter as collateral

Falling prices D(T(essurles
ue to the sel

Lo collateral vahss for b

rowing, prompring margin
calls, analysts and imves-
)

certainly
unwinding of a lot of
basls trades over the last

of Treasuries, as opposed
to a broader move reflect-
s

expectations.
An executive catering
for hedge fund clients at a
speaking on

condition of anomymity,
said investors have
Booking

large bank,

eral Reserve's ahility to cut
Interest rates despite show-
ing growth

a comparable Treasury
and are often used
hedge or bet on shifts in
rates, tightened dramat-
cally, particularly for lon-
ger-dated maturit

The

reappear In the case of
spikes in volatility.

-we have besen bangmg
the tables for years that th
Gepth of Badkdiey i the

Besides the sharp in-
crease in yields, several

al betwee:
and interest rate swaps as
evidence of specific selling

of Treasuries compared to
swaps signaled “heavy fo-
relgn real money selling.

eregulation
Those positions Hiely had

£o be unwound, contribus-
ng to the Treasury selloft,
d Cohmn.

rhe 1oyear - and 30year
swap
dropped sllarpl)' or ngnp
emed since April 3, afer
Trump's
sweeping Iﬁ'smlimpn‘r(s
from across the workd.

Yuan may be cat among FX pigeons

LoNDoN

fior the:

ports and China's instant
retaliation puts the Sino-
America trade battle an a
different plane.

its hard to imagine a
scenario with 100% ULS. ta-
riffs on China that does not
involve some devaluation

Trumps first bikateral tariff
War in 2018,

- e,

reasen: The

The opening salvos of
this  currency  battle
seemed to come on Tises-
day as the People’s Bank of
China _deliberately loo-
sened its grip on its official
yuan reference rate, caus-
ing 2 alide in the ofishore
record

m\emlgh

The yuan has now wea-

£ the yuan up to avoid direct
tariffs fram Washingeon and encoursge domestic demand.

kened 2.5% in less than
Lis_

monetary stimulus to pro-
tect its ecomomy from the
trade assault, that would
expand ihe yield g2p
belween Chinese govern.
ent debr and LS. equivs-

tents, espectally ifri-<ri-
ven inflation  keeps
Federal Reserve on Imld
and LS. yields up.

i

Ome of the main reasons
the PEOC was holding the

P

pled so brurally, it makes

lirtle sense 1o d the 1

f the wider ecnnnn:ly Is at
ke

Mo Plaza 1T
Aweaker yuan is then both
defensive in nature and a
shot s the bow at
Washington, whose trade
war s at least partly con-
structed to reduce an esti-
mated 20% over-valuation
oﬁhe d.olh

yuan
wodld atse T ll.lcely Thave cas-

cading effects, as it's hard
to see how Europe could
allow it to slide without

After all, the euros no-
minal trade-weigheed in-
dex is still near an all-time

ese exports being re-
directed t Europe at yuan-
weakened prices only ups

e ante

A terms-oftrade threat
and  deflationary  pulse
from both the LS. trade
war and an inappropriate-
ly strong euro would heap
pressure on the European
Central Bank to cut interest
rates to

et it
And the cycle could just
umwel flom meu 1 the

o
Sharply, pressure on ster-

ling 1o follow it would in-
Créase too—or at least pres-
e would mount on the
Bank of England o offet
any unwanted pound
‘appreciation.
The

erang then
spins back into Washing-
‘ton's lap, as it would face
the prospect of an even
stromger dolla

ket expecta-
tons of four Fed rate cuts
this  year may be
overze

allous.
It's tough to know how
this will play cut.

he author is a colam-
nist fior Reuters)

The IMF reaches a deal with Argentina on a $20 billion bailout

His policies have reversed
BUENDS AIRES

IMF bailouts than any
othes.

It came ax a critical mo-
ment for South Amesica’s
second biggest economy.
Pressure had been mount-
ing on Argentina’s rapidly

reprieve to President Javier
ilel as he seeks to ower-
furn the country’s old eco
nomic order.

As a saffdevel agree-

m package  depleting foreign exchange
still £y pproval  resesves as the -
from the IMF% execurive ~ment ightensd rules on
board. The board will con money-printl

burned through #s scarce
dollars to prop up the wob-
The fund's long-awaited  bly Argentin peso,
uncement offered a li- Fears grew that if the
feline 1o President Milel,  vernment failed o secure
who has cur inflation an IMF loan, hard-won sus-
stabilized Argentina’s rons terity measures would veer
bled economy with a free-  offrack and leave Argenti-
market austerity agenda. na, once again, unable to

w »
¥

service its huge debts or
pay its import

The fresh cash gives Mr.
Milei a serious shot at eas-

arols,

Life line: The dresh cash gues Mr- Mibsi o serious shat at easing,

lacking up 22 14F loans
since 1958, An

¢ reputation

couniry’s historic econom-
& Implosion and debt de-
Sault in 2001

e IMF was wary of
striking yer another deal
with Its Largest debtor. But
over the past 16 months,
fund officials have praised
r. Milel’s austeriny—a diet
harsher than even the

my o International mar-
kets and woo forelgn inves-
tors after years of isolation.

Shock therapy
Unlike Argentine politi-
clans in years past who
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six years, the capital res-
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agreement under a 48
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The IMF reaches a deal with Argentina on a $20 billion bailout

Associated Press
BUENOS AIRES

The International Mone-
tary Fund on Tuesday said
it has reached a prelimin-
ary agreement with Argen-
tina on a $20 billion bai-
lout, providing a welcome
reprieve to President Javier
Milei as he seeks to over-
turn the country’s old eco-
nomic order.

As a staff-level agree-
ment, the rescue package
still requires final approval
from the IMF’s executive
board. The board will con-
vene in the coming days,
the IMF statement said.

The fund’s long-awaited
announcement offered a li-
feline to President Milei,
who has cut inflation and
stabilized Argentina’s trou-
bled economy with a free-
market austerity agenda.

~aa

His policies have reversed
the reckless borrowing of
left-wing populist govern-
ments that had brought Ar-
gentina infamy for default-
ing on its debts. The
country has received more
IMF bailouts than any
other.

It came at a critical mo-
ment for South America’s
second-biggest economy.
Pressure had been mount-
ing on Argentina’s rapidly
depleting foreign exchange
reserves as the govern-
ment tightened rules on
money-printing and
burned through its scarce
dollars to prop up the wob-
bly Argentine peso.

Fears grew that if the go-
vernment failed to secure
an IMF loan, hard-won aus-
terity measures would veer
off-track and leave Argenti-
na, once again, unable to

T

Life line: The fresh cash gives Mr. Milei a serious shot at easing Argentina’s strict forex controls. REUTERS

service its huge debts or
pay its import bills.

The fresh cash gives Mr.
Milei a serious shot at eas-
ing Argentina’s strict fo-
reign exchange controls,

which could help convince
markets of his program’s
sustainability. For the past
six years, the capital res-
trictions have dissuaded
investment, preventing

companies from sending
profits abroad and ensur-
ing the central bank’s care-
ful management of the pe-
so, which is pegged to the
dollar.

Racking up 22 IMF loans
since 1958, Argentina owes
the IMF more than $40 bil-
lion. Most IMF funds have
been used to repay the IMF
itself, giving the organiza-
tion a fraught reputation
among Argentines. Many
blame the lender for the
country’s historic econom-
ic implosion and debt de-
fault in 2001.

The IMF was wary of
striking yet another deal
with its largest debtor. But
over the past 16 months,
fund officials have praised
Mr. Milei’s austerity—a diet
harsher than even the
fund’s typical prescription.

A former TV personality
and self-proclaimed “ anar-
cho-capitalist,” Mr. Milei
came to power on a vow to
shrink Argentina’s bloated
bureaucracy, kill spiraling
inflation, open the econo-

my to international mar-
kets and woo foreign inves-
tors after years of isolation.

Shock therapy

Unlike Argentine politi-
cians in years past who
sought to avoid enraging
the masses with brutal aus-
terity, Mr. Milei has taken
his chainsaw to the state,
firing tens of thousands of
state employees, dissolv-
ing or downgrading a do-
zen ministries, gutting the
education sector, cutting
inflation adjustments for
pensions, freezing public
works projects, lifting
price controls and slashing
subsidies.

Critics note that the
poor have paid the highest
price for Argentina’s rosy
macroeconomic indica-
tors. Retirees have been
protesting weekly against

low pensions, with the de-
crease in payments ac-
counting for the largest
share of Mr. Milei’s budget
cuts. Major labour unions
announced a 36-hour gen-
eral strike starting Wednes-
day in solidarity.

Still, Mr. Milei has main-
tained solid approval rat-
ings, a surprise that ana-
lysts attribute to his
success in driving down in-
flation, which dropped to
118% from 211% annually
during his first year in
office.

“The agreement builds
on the authorities’ impres-
sive early progress in stabi-
lizing the economy, under-
pinned by a strong fiscal
anchor, that is delivering
rapid disinflation,” the IMF
said in announcing the
agreement under a 48-
month arrangement.



Country

Argentina

Egypt

Ukraine

Pakistan

Ecuador

Angola

Kenya

Ghana

Cote d'Ivoire

Bangladesh

IMF Debt (USD billions)

$31.1

$8.63

$9.0

$6.23

$6.43

$2.84

$3.02

$2.47

$2.68

$2.00




Here is a table listing the top 10 countries with the highest external debt, along with their

approximate debt amounts:

Rank Country External Debt (USD Trillions) Debt-to-GDP Ratio (%)

United States $25.8 88.45

European Union $18.6 95.87

United Kingdom $10.5 293.48
France $8.19 249.57
Germany LYA VI 144.60
NETET $4.63 105.59
Netherlands $4.4 345.55
Luxembourg $3.93 4,052

Ireland $3.31 562.93

Canada $3.17 136.08




Argentina's Economic Stabilization Sequence

Economic Austerity
Crisis Program Measures
Identification Arrangement Implementation
Argentina's financial & Structuring a 48- | SVA Enacting severe
struggles and 6 6 month economic economic cuts and
defaults - S - plan e:) reforms

>0 >0 2200 220 2240

- = i
\/N Staff-Level = Inflation O
E = Agreement —3 Reduction @
Preliminary deal with Efforts to lower
IMF for support inflation from 211%

to 118%



Milei's Economic Policies and Global Implications

Anarcho-Capitalist Ideology - -

Backlash from Labour Unions - -

Strong Approval Ratings - -’

f N {
| m |

@ Geopolitical/Economic
R4 Implications

Milei's
Economic
Policies

& J

- - Return to Global Markets

- - Restore Investor Confidence

'~ Control Forex Leakages

E—- Fiscal Discipline Praise
'~ 22 Loans Since 1958



' IndiGo overtakes Delta, briefly

INDIGO BRIEFLY
BECAME the world's
most valuable airline
on Wednesday,
surpassing Delta
with a market cap of
$23.24 billion as its
shares touched
-5,265. By market
close, its valuation

d!p-ped. t0$23.16 Top global listed airlines by market cap  (in $ billion)
billion, just below gk

Delta's. IndiGo now Delta Air Lines

ranks second InterGlobe Aviation (IndiGo)

globally by market Ryanair Holdings

dpr—d ren?a.rkable United Airlines Holdings
feat foranairline

. Air China
thatbeganin
August 2006. Just six International Consolidated Airline - 13.98

years ago, Deltawas Southwest Airlines
worth $36.67 billion, Singapore Airlines

while IndiGo China Southern Airlines

stood at .
i Turk Hava Yollari AO
$7.72 billion.
' Source: Bloomberg




ITCHY EYES, SNEEZING

Al Image

OR NASAL CONGESTION? HERE'S WHAT YOU CANDO

Why the spurt in allergies

Allergies during

seasonal transitions
are common due to
environmental allergens
that become more active
due to changes in weather
conditions, such as
temperature, humidity
and air circulation

2 Pollen from trees,

grasses and weeds

are a major trigger in

spring and early summer,

while mould spores

tend to surge during the

monsoon or in damp

environments

3 Indoor allergens,
such as house dust

mites and pet dander, also
play a significant role,
especially in households
with limited ventilation

......................................................................

Recurrent nasal
congestion, episodes

of prolonged and recurrent
sneezing, itching in nose and
eyes, running nose, watering of
eyes with redness and swelling,
throat irritation, cough,
headaches and occasionally
breathing difficulties, chest
tightness and wheezing

Sometimes, patients

also complain of itchy
skin with rashes or hives
and/or swelling over eyes,
lips or other body parts
called angioedema

3 Viral infections affecting

1

the respiratory system
can also present with similar
Allergy triggers symptoms. However, they
can be diagnosed with are usually accompanied by
certain medical tests fever, body aches, headaches,

fatigue or malaise

............................................................................



- Skin Prick Test Blood tests are ~ Allergen-specific IgE = Component Resolved

- When pricked with = available too, antibodies test (or Diagnostic test,

. allergen proteins, but may be Immunocap),which which is a much more
allergic reactions less sensitive IS usually preferred detailed test measuring
are seen on the skin = than skin prick = in patients who are the IgE levels against
in the form of wheal = tests and more = unable to undergo specific components of
and flare reactions expensive the skin pick test specific allergens

....................................................................................................................................................

Nasal allergies are managed using . In more severe cases, [
nasal sprays—some containing & - short courses of oral
antihistamines or mild steroids— . corticosteroids may | ©CA’@

g . ot B . S
as well as oral antihistamines . be prescribed

...................................................................... Jeassssnssassssensnsnnsasancnssasanselsssncesnnioninsssseenens

For bronchial asthma, bronchodilators If symptoms are caused by
and anti-inflammatory nebulised . _infections, specific antibiotics or
medications are commonly used . antivirals may be necessary

It is crucial that patients understand their condition, identify triggers and follow a personalised
treatment plan to prevent frequent flare-ups and preserve quality of life




departure of the night’s last

train and the arrival of the
morning’s first one, workers in
rural Japan built an entirely
new trainstation. It will replace
a significantly bigger wooden
structure that has served com-
muters in this remote commu-
nity for over 75 years.

The station’s components
were 3D-printed elsewhere and
assembled onsitelastmonth, in
what the railway's operators
say is a world first. It may look
more like a shelter than a sta-

In the six hours between the

tion, but building one the tradi-
tional way would have taken
more than two months and cost
twice as much, according to the
West Japan Railway Company:
As Japan’s population ages
and its work force shrinks, the
maintenance of railway in-
frastructure, including outda-
ted station buildings, is a gro-
wing issue for railway opera-
tors. Rural stations with dwind-
ling numbers of users have
posed a particular challenge.
The new station, Hatsushi-
ma, is in a quiet seaside town

As Japan's population shrinks,
maintaining rail service in remote
towns is becoming a challenge

How Japan built world’s first 3D-printed train station in just 6 hours

Z that’s part of Arida, a25,000-po-

pulation city in Wakayama Pre-
fecture, which borders two po-
pular tourist destinations, Osa-
ka and Nara prefectures. The
station, served by a single line,
serves around 530 riders aday.
YuiNishino, 19, usesitevery
day for her commute to univer-
sity. She said she was surprised
when shefirst heard the world’s
first 3D-printed station buil-
ding was going to be built here.
“Watching it, the work is pro-
gressing at a speed that would
be impossible with normal

construction,” she said. “Thope
they can make more buildings
with 3D-printing technology.”
As trucks carrying the 3D-
printed parts started pulling in
on a Tuesday night in late
March, several dozen residents
gathered to watch the first-of-
its-kind initiative get under-
way, in a place deeply familiar
to them. Then, after the last tra-
in pulled away at 11:57 pm, wor-
kers got busy building the new
station. In less than six hours,
the preprinted parts, made of a
special mortar, were assem-

bled. The new station, which
measures about 100 square feet,
was completed before the first
train arrived at 5:45a.m. It isa
minimalistic, white building,
featuring designs that includea
mandarin orange and a scab-
bardfish, specialties of Arida.
It still needed interior work,
and West Japan Railway said
expected to open the new buil-
dingforuse inJuly. Officials say
they hope the station will show
how service can be maintained
in remote areas with new tech-
nology and fewer workers. nyt
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TRAIN STATION
WHILE YOU SLEPT




Identify
Construction
Timeframe

Planning the
construction within a
6-hour window

Rapid Construction of a Modular Structure

Use 3D-Printed  Assemble On- Deliver
Components Site Preprinted
Employing 3D Assembling Parts
printing for modular components at the Delivering preprinted
parts construction site parts by truck

Highlight
Dimensions &
Features

Showcasing the
structure's size and
design




Strategic Rail Infrastructure Initiative
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-~ Operational by July

'~- Model for Rural Upgrades

[ Strategic Purpose %] ~.

! \

Reduce Rail Costs - -

Address Labour Shortages - -

Mitigate Ageing Population Issues -’










THERESURRECTHON
y@F THE DIRE WOLE

A Dallas-based laboratory says it has used fossil DNA and gene editing from grey wolves
to genetically revive the extinct dire wolf, which became extinct some 12,500 years ago.

The resulting cubs, though 99% grey wolf genetically, are seen by some as a resurrection of the
dire wolf's phenotype, making them the closest living relative of the extinct species.
The dire wolf gained widespread fame through its appearance in the HBO series Game of Thrones.

Human
183cm (611) tall

CANIS LUPUS AENOCYON DIRUS

HEIGHT: 66-84cm (2-2.7f HEIGHT: 103-243cm (3
LENGTH: 105-160cm (3.4-5.211 LENGTH: 158-183cm (5.2

N0 G

Source: Al Jazeera, Colossal Biosciences |  April 8, 2025 @AJLabs



Genetic
Engineering

Techniques used to
modify genetic traits

Ancient DNA

DNA extracted from
ancient dire wolf
fossils

Genetic Engineering of Wolf Pups

DNA Similarity

Comparison of dire
wolf and modern
wolf DNA



Dire Wolf Traits




Dire Wolf: Characteristics and Extinction
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Size - -

Coat Color - - ~ 40 L.’ ~- United States

- Southern Canada
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[ Extinction Causes @} -7

Prey Depletion - -

Human Interference - -’



“Blue Category” for Industries

<2



* The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has introduced a revised
classification system for industries, which includes a new "Blue
Category" for essential environmental services, aiming to incentivize
sectors like waste management and biomining.



CPCB's Industrial Classification System

[ Industry Categories %‘25} \

\

Red Category --|

Orange Category -+

Green Category - -

I
!

Blue Category -~

\-

-

8

0
e
CPCB's
Industrial
Classification
System

\ I, ’[@}

Pollution Index J

/
”

-

J

|-— Air Pollutants

- Water Pollutants

'~ -Waste Pollutants



Pollution Index (PI) Category of industrial sector
PI =80 Red
55 <PI<80 Orange
ZISPI<d Green
rl1<13 White




Blue Category Eligibility and Incentives







UAE-India Strategic Partnership Initiatives

Defence
Cooperation

! !

Manufacturing Educational
Partnership Initiatives
Training [IM lIFT Campus
Exchanges Ahmedabad
Campus
Coast Guard

Cooperation

!

Infrastructure
Projects
Bharat Mart UAE-India Ship-Repair Dubai
Friendship Clusters Chamber
Hospital Office
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Structure of the UAE
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Abu Dhabi

The capital and largest emirate

Dubai

A major global city and business
hub

Sharjah

Known for its cultural heritage

Ajman

The smallest emirate by area

Umm Al-Quwain

Known for its natural reserves

Fujairah

The only emirate on the east coast

Ras Al Khaimah

Known for its historical sites



Fiscal Year

FY 2020-21

FY 2023-24

——

Projected
2024

97

Bilateral
. Merchandise

UAE-India Bilateral Trade Growth

” Trade (USD
billion)






With reference to recent developments in US-China trade relations,
consider the following:

1.The US imposed a 125% tariff on Chinese goods.

2.The European Union retaliated against the US with tariffs on soybeans
and motorcycles.

3.A flat 10% tariff on all countries remains in place.

 Which of the above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C.2 and 3 only
D. All of the above




Consider the following statements about the RBI’s monetary policy:
1.The RBI reduced the repo rate to 6% in April 2025.
2.The policy stance was changed from neutral to accommodative.

3.The GDP growth forecast was increased to 6.9%.

 Which of the statements are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




Which of the following statements about Tahawwur Rana is/are correct?
1.He was extradited to India from Canada for the 26/11 terror attack trial.

2.His friend David Headley was involved in reconnaissance for the
Mumbai attacks.

3.The US delayed Headley’s extradition using a plea bargain.

* A.1only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only
D. 2 only



Consider the following statements about India’s Rafale-M fighter jet
deal:

1.The X63,000-crore deal was approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs.

2.The Rafale-M jets are meant for the Indian Air Force.
3.The jets are being procured from France.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




Consider the following about Kerala’s legislative process and recent
Supreme Court judgment:

1.The Governor is required to act on Bills within a specific timeframe.

2.The Supreme Court clarified that the Governor must act within the
Constitutional framework under Article 200.

3.The Governor can sit indefinitely on a Bill without acting.

 Which of the above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




Word of the day

Derision:
contemptuous laughter; the act of deriding or
treating with contempt

Sy NONYMS: ridicule, disrespect, discourtesy

Usa ge: I've learned to treat his demands with
scorn and derision.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/derisionpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /d1i1zan/




Thank you
guys.
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