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Q from the session



 What is the key challenge in distinguishing
between welfare and freebies in politics?
- AT H Fedorerl Fe=t 3R AFd
gla?nsﬁ F @I FR I A ATT ToAN F4T

o

* A. No clear definition of freebies / ?FITI'?I' AISTIT3T
$T HE T gRHTVT AT &
B. Welfare schemes always lead to economic
growth / FEATUTHRT AT AT 3nfds ggfer
el &
C. Freebies do not affect electoral outcomes / HYA
ANSATE TATd TROTAT Y gfad A7 FIAL
D. All freebies are illegal under Indian Ia}ﬁ(ﬂ_
HF ASATC ARAT FleT & dBd g




* What is one of the negative effects of cash transfer schemes as observed
in India?

-m%ﬁmmmaﬁmwmqmwm
IqT B2

* A. They fail to stimulate market actmty/ﬂ' e Irfafafer &r
YicaTfed &3 A RAea A &

B. They increase tax revenue /@ &Y {SI¥d d¢ldl &
C. Theé_always reduce fiscal defmt/ﬂ' Eﬁ?l‘l’ TITTH?N’I'J °gle I A

D. They increase industrial investment / @ 3figaifara fader &I Tore §




 Why did Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh resign?
- AT & AEIHA . R g o sEdier F4r fGan?
* A. Due to pressure from opposition parties /ﬁ'cl'ffﬁ gl & cdId &

0T
B. Following a meeting with Union Home Minister Amit Shah /

FaIT g A AAT AE F WY d5F F G
C. Due toaSupreme Court order/'ﬂﬁ’lﬂ' HIC & S & HROT

D. As part of an election campaign strategy /EI?-I'IE' AT
& T H



 What major security measure was implemented after Singh’s
resignation?
- A & sEAIF F 91 FlT AT TH@ FGI&T 39 o] fFAr =ar?

* A. High alert for security forces/WfﬂT EIT'*IT & ﬁl‘ﬂ' 3T Gdadl
B. Imposition of President’s Rule |mmed|ately / ?-R?I' TI'Vd'CIﬁ' MHeT o1

ferar arar
C. Suspension of all internet services / ¥ SeIae Famt & Adafad

T f&ar .
D. Curfew imposed in the entire state /tI3' I5T A H-TtF!j'\ o fear st



 Which major U.S. fighter jets will be showcased at Aero India 2025?

- T 3331 2025 A FiT @ yq@ IANF azF FaAET vefda
fpu STTar?

* A. F-35, KC-135 Stratotanker, B-1 Bomber, F-16 / T%h-35, $d1-135
Fazﬁaﬂ dl-1 diFaY, TH-16
B. Rafale, Su-30MKI, Tejas, F-22 / I, H—30W3-’I1§ aerd,
Th-22

C. C-17, MiG-29, Mirage-2000, Apache / ®I-17, fAT-29, ATS-
2000, 39

D. F-22, F-35, Su-57, J-20 / U%-22, U%-35, ¥-57, oT-20



 What was the significance of the newly detected radio jet from a quasar?

e Th FATEY U AT @it T IBAT AT FT Agca FAT UT?

* A. It was the largest ever observed from an early universe quasar / Ig§

URIAS FEATS & FIAT 3T dh BT 94 987 QT AT AT

B. It proved the existence of new galaxies / Tl FI? THTRETTINT
fedea I Fifad fHa

C. It confirmed the presence of water in space /s'aﬁ HARET A gAY &y
3ufeyfa ér qiee &ir

D. It showed that quasars do not emit radiation / 38« fe@mT f&
FarR fafvor scufora 81 F1d



* What constitutional right was reaffirmed by the Supreme Court regarding
arrests?

-?ﬂﬂﬂéﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁmmaﬁgﬁc

* A. Right to be informed of the grounds of arrest / oAy & HRON FY
T 9 T ATUFR
B. Right to remain silent during questioning /qm & SRTeT a9 G
HT ATAFR
C. Right to free legal aid /FITI-?I' FTeddd! EIAT HT RN

D. Right to refuse police custody/‘lﬁ'ﬂ' feoaa &/ SR sl Bl



e What is the role of the National Commission for Safai Karamcharis
(NCSK)?

- TSI AHIE FAAR HTAT (NCSK) T AT F4T 82

» A. Monitoring working conditions of sanitation workers / G6TS
FAAMAT T FF UfAAT Fr ARG FI=
B. Conducting cleanliness awareness campaigns / EdT&dl SITIx™h dl
HTRATT TATAT
C. Providing financial aid to all municipal workers Ikt G CECIGED
FHAGIRAT 1 AT TgIar YT Har
D. Implementing Swachh Bharat Abhiyan policies / FdT& dRd iR
A A F AI] FET



 Where was India’s largest solar cell manufacturing unit recently
inaugurated?

« RT &1 a9 981 IR AT AT 1S g & A Far
IgHIed H IMS?

* A. Noida, Uttar Pradesh / slTUST, 34X 9cQr
B. Pune, Maharashtra/fI'UT HERTSC

C. Gangaikondan, Tamil Nadu /?1?1%3?13?{ ?-I'ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?;
D. Gandhinagar, Gu;arat/?l'ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂ, IS cd

e



* What does the proposed bill on parliamentary sittings aim to achieve?
- HHEHT d5@! W YEATad fadas #T 36527 4T 87

* A. Mandate a minimum of 100 days of parliamentary sittings per year /

gfd a¥ sgerad 100 & Fr T doF AT FLT
B. Reduce the number of parliamentary sittings | e daa Y
HEYT hHA hddl

C. Make virtual parliamentary sessions permanent / 3THTH JHT Al
S TURN 1T

D. Allow MPs to vote remotely from their constituencies /?I'i'\‘:lﬁ I

39 foarae el § gy T @ AdeE Hlel I ATATT &
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Difficulties in your life do not
come to destroy you, but to help
you realize your hidden potential
and power, let difficulties know
that you too are difficult.

€ —— A.P J. Abdul Kalam ———¢
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China lays
down terms
for return of
Dalai Lama

T

PRvACY QUEsTIONED o
regulating live-in
relationships

UCC gives state control
over personal choices

s1IAPUR ENCOUNTER
Key Maoist leader
was among 31 killed

MULTIPLE AGENDA
PM arrives in France,
to co-chair AI summit

sEcRET OF succEss
Domestic game time
has helped: Jadeja

NEWS » PAGE &

WORLD » PAGE 14
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BJP scouting for new CM in
Manipur after Biren’s exit

Three Ministers.

Rule or to place the A:
Hamas halts swap
of hoitzAgns over oy

GUWAHATI
JERUSALEN day after Nong-
Hamas on Manday announced thombam  Biren

It would stop releasing fsraell
hostages until Surther notice
over what the Palestrian
miszant group said were Israell
violations of the ceasefire
agreement. The announcement
comes amvd growing doubts
ower an slready frapie
ceasefire. » PAGE 14

Singh re: d as
the Chief Minister of res-
tive Manipur, the Bharatiya
}anata Party (BJP) began

for his successor.

Sarnbn Patra, in-charge
of the BIP in Manipur, held
separate closed-door meet-
ings with each of the par-
ty's MLAs — barri
il to the Kuki-Zo

LE

community — in the State’s
capital timphal on Monday.
He also met the MLAs of
the Naga People’s Front,
an ally of the BIP, Mani
purs security advisor Kul-

= State BIP in-charpe Sambit Patra
holos

party's MUAS, b,
i

e Sevan Kuls

sion [Mr. Singh's resigna-
tion] taken by our
command. We will abide

sai en
about the likely candidates
for the Chief Minister's
post.

Mr. Khemchand is sald
to be one of the contenders
for the Chief Minister's.
The others are Speaker

diep singh. and the Hill
Areas C.

son Dinganglung Gangmel.

Thokchom Satyabrata, Pu-
blic Works Mi-
nister Konthoujam Govin-

== has a0 et MLAS of Hags
Prople’s Front and St
advisor Kuldiep Si

e seoity
n

Hanipur Congress says it woud
o e 1o mpose
in the State

= Securty s beca tgmaned in
Imohal
it 28

=pecially in semsiive
s Senjenhont.

“‘Govt. was forced
to remove Biren’
~NEW DELEI

Congress MP A Bimot Akofam

on Monaay said that Biren
Singh's removal was “not an

remave him”. » PAGE 3

GuwamATI
A. Sharda Dewi, Manipur's 859
unit chief, claimed Siren Singn
resigned keeping the State’s

Suture in mind after requestng
the Centre to safeguand the

ntegrity of Manipur. » PAGE 3

it will oppase move to impose President’s
calls for 'denuxr.m«..-ll) elected government’ to safeguard State

of safeguarding
TNOCTAC) n the State”
party presldgn( Keisham
Meghac]

peace-building
process forward

“The State needs to re-
boot for the sake of deve-
lopment and security. The
hunc is for someone accep-
table to all communities,”

.

‘There are

cluding the BJP's seven, in
before announci
the name of Mr. Singh's

Trump to impose

25% tariffs

on steel,

aluminium imports

Metal merchandise

5. imports mast of its aluminium

China and Mexico, Tabies show i

.
By 2o
B oo

nc stest from Canada,
billion (2018-2023]

I [ cawca | ssrsen
2 | china S18.56n
3 | medco S9.6bn
s |uae sa.sbn
5 | inde Sasbn = $15.60n
Press his to threaten,
WASHINGTON and in some cases to im-

President Donald Trump
has the U.S. will im-

successor. 1 coming into
Speculation over the im- | the United States is going
position of the Presidents | to have a 25% tariff~ he
Rule or instMr. | told om Sun:
Singh's resignation had the | day on Air Forc as hy

beef up securi-

ng Gangmel
Budget benefits Neither Mr. Patra nor das, Education Minister
the rich too, the MLAs details
rich too, says onthe hg mar, and MLA Th
C am 5] — the last two
“To bring back peace” are former Indian Police
NEW DEL “Our discussion was fo-  Service (IPS) officers.

Irstiating the debate on the
Urvon Budget in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday, senior

cused on reconciliation
and bringing back peace in

Meanwhile,
Congress said it

any move to impose
Pressden(s Rule in Mani-
pur_or @ place the As
sembly under suspended

animation.

“We want a democrati-
cally elected popular go-
vernment in the larger in-

ty across the Imphal Valley,
specifically the State cap
tal. The police the

sit-

uation was being moni-
tored closely.

Congress MP .
=2 the income tax proposals
in the Budget benefited not

Just the middie class but aiso
the richest in the

Will return to
power in 2026,
says Mamata

KOLRATA
West Bengat Chief Minister
Mamata e on Monday
s2icl that she would return to
power with 3 two-thirds
majonty after the Assembiy
polls in 2026. The remarks
were made at 3 meeting with
ber MLAS at the start of the.
Budget Session of the West
Bengal Assembly. » PAGE 2

Aero India is Kumbh of research, says Rajnath

(GALURU

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh described Aero India
as “the Kumbh of re-
search”, as the biennial air
show got under way at the
Air Force Station in Yela-
hanka, Bengaluru, on

Monday.
Speaking at the inaugu-
of the show’s

Kumbh of research. While
the Maha Kumbh focuses

rospace and defence exhi-
bitton will showcase, over

the next five days, India's
aerial prowess and indige-
nous -edge innova-
ngside state-of-
thears prod.uc(s of global

aerospace companies.

Innovations galore
Defence Minister sald

that between last edi-
tion of the Aero India and
come up

u as the Astra
Missile, New Generation
Akash Missile, Autono-

India centres on external naka Guided

strength. While the Maha  Rocket, which were being
the cul- within the

ture of India, Aero lndh country.

will display the power of

india~ He added that this

edition of Asia’s biggest ae-

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGES

Holding form.

ations The Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team of the Indian Air Force
red-and white Hawk Mic132 jets, Suring the insuguration of Aero India 2025 at the Yelahanka Air Force
Station, in Bengatury on Menday. K MURALI KUMAR

nesr ionic

e One
fiew from Florida to *(ew
Orleans to attend the Suj

e Bow, When asked about
aluminium, he .
“aluminium, too~ will be

subject to the trade

penalties.

Re. tariffs

Mz Trump also reaffirmed
at he would announce

“reciprocal s~ —

“probably Tuesday or

Wednesday” — meaning

130% and
them nothing,
Ing to stay that way.” he

Trump on Sunday
ald Tiot offer amy detats
about the steel and alumi-
nium duties, or the reci-
procal tar

He previously threa-

uties on imports
from China.

AMr. Trump’s comments
are the latest example of

his presidency than during

previous four years in
me ‘White House, when he
ritised de-

regulation.
Mr. Trump, a Republi-
can, has alternately said he

nue to help close the go-
vernment's budges deficit
ir. Trump said he
would also delay the tariffs
on the millions of small
packages — often from fast-
fashion firms. as Temu
and Shein — until customs
officials can fgure out
ways to impose them. The
small packages have pre-
been exempt from

tariffs.

Mr. Trump's latest re-
marks stired Immediate
worry from some giobal
trading partners.

S. Korea in
South Korea's acting Presi-
dent, Chol Sang-mok,
called a meeting with the
country’s top foreign poli-

y and trade officials on
Monday to examine how

Mr. Trump's proposed ta
Tiffs on stoel and a.lurnlm-
e

industrie:

The office of Mr. Chol,
who serves as the
country's Finance Minis-
ter, said officials discussed
the potential impact and

Seoul's possible responses,
but spectlic deralls of the
meeting -
closed.

LowER DUTIES
»PAGES

Bangladesh arrests
1,300 Hasina loyalists

DHAKA

Bangladeshi police said on

Monday more than 1,300

people arrested

in a sweeping crackdown
ubbe:

ting
legediy connected «
regime of Seitn
Jahangir Alam Chowd-
hury, head of the Interior
Ty

Police spokesperson In-
amul Haque Sagar said op-
erations continue and
1,308 peoy e arrest-
ed across the country™ af-
ter its launch on Saturday.

The security operations
come after widespread un-
rest earlier this month.

The government said
operations began after
gangs “linked to the fallen
autocratic regime att
a group of students, leav-

the:

Ainistry in the inter| m severely injured”.
vernment that took over af- The government has
ter Ms. Hasina was ousted  tasked a special ~“com-
in the August 2024 stu- mand centre” team to
dentled protests, has “oversee the efforts of the
vowed the will n-
continue “until we uproot m, press

the devils™.

cm
x

Why were you silent about Bills, SC asks T.N. Governor

Krishnadas Raj
NEW DELHI

m Sup!eme Court on

qu ned the
T elerntes of the Tamil
adu

vernor did not communi-
cate what was irking him

and the reference of at
least 10 Bills to the Presi-

fice, Pardiwala, accompa:
nied by Justice R. Mahade-
van on the Bench.

M

General of India R. Venkat-
aramani,

= said
the G had earlier
communicated to the State

for Governor R.N. Ravi,
said

his
the

sion Chairperson’s nomi-
pee in the search-cum-se-
lection The
State Bills, passed subse-
guently. sought to remove

of the
com-

Justice |B.

the
in_his
when he withheld
consens to the Bills sent to
him for assent by the State
government. Yet,

mittee for th
of Vice-Chancellors _of

snugll the inclusion of the
University Grants Commis-

as al-
so ex-officio crunceuor of
these fron

Vice-Chancellor
ment pro

“Then why did you keep
silent about the Bills? Why
did you not tell the State

appoint:

“Then why did
you [Governor]
keep silent about the
Bills> They (the Seate]
would have probably
agreed with you™

JusTICE 3B PARDIWALA
Supreme Coure.

rmment about your re-

servations 1f you for
em repugnant?... They
Ithe State] would have
probably agreed

yor

from the top law officer.

Bl omrilar: uland objac:
about the Vice-Chan-
e appointment pro-
i m T Skl ek
mbly’s recon-
Scration of the 10 Bills at
its special siting on No-
vember 18, 2023, would
not have been just an
“empty formality”. “The
Assem! woul

by d have
known what his objections
were,” Justice Pardiwala
remarked.

reasons for
consent=

withholding

Venkataramani
asked whesher If the Ga-

vernor had acted outside
his jurisdict y -
ol assent and refer-

with senior advocates Ra- on. In this
‘Nota kesh Dwivedi and P. Wil- u:a!e, the Tamil Nadu As-
The judge, turning Mr.  som, sald, “Good - sembly re-examined the
Venkataramani's nance  required  the  Bills and sent them again to
sions that the tw© the G for assent.




Trump to impose
25% tarifs on steel,

aluminium imports

Metal merchandise

U.S. imports most of its aluminium and steel from Canada,
China and Mexico. Tables show imports in $ billion (2018-2023)

Aluminium and

Iron & steel

Tariff matrix

The table shows the current tariffs on
top U.S. exports to India

55:!#

Product Basic customs duty

Crude petroleum

11 per metric tonne

Diamond 5%

Coking coal, steam coal 2.75%
Aeroplanes 2.5%"
LNG 2.75%
Gold 6%

Aluminium and scrap 2.50%
Other types of waste, scrap 0.00%
Saturated acrylic hydrocarbons 2.50%
Suspension grade PVC resin 7.50%
Non-industrial diamonds 0.00%
Bleached/semi-bleached coniferous wood | 5%

articles made and articles
of them made of them
1 Canada $57.3bn China $85.1bn
2 China $18.5bn Canada $71.4bn
3 Mexico $9.6bn Mexico $58.4bn
4 UAE $8.9bn
5 India $4.5bn India $15.6bn

* zero ifimported by a scheduled commercial operatoi



Associated Press
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
has said the U.S. will im-
pose 25% tariffs on all steel
and aluminium imports,
including from Canada and
Mexico, as well as other im-
port duties later in the
week.

“Any steel coming into
the United States is going
to have a 25% tariff,” he
told presspersons on Sun-
day on Air Force One as he
flew from Florida to New
Orleans to attend the Sup-
er Bowl. When asked about
aluminium, he responded,
“aluminium, too” will be

subject to the trade
penalties.
Reciprocal tariffs

Mr. Trump also reaffirmed
that he would announce

“reciprocal tariffs” -
“probably Tuesday or
Wednesday” — meaning

that the U.S. would impose
import duties on products
in cases in which another
country has levied duties
on U.S. goods.

“If they are charging us
130% and we're charging
them nothing, it’s not go-
ing to stay that way,” he
said.

Mr. Trump on Sunday
did not offer any details
about the steel and alumi-
nium duties, or the reci-
procal tariffs.

He previously threa-
tened 25% import taxes on
all goods from Canada and
Mexico, though he paused
them for 30 days barely a
week ago. At the same
time, he proceeded to add
10% duties on imports
from China.

Mr. Trump’s comments
are the latest example of

his willingness to threaten,
and in some cases to im-
pose, import taxes. Tariffs
are coming much earlier in
his presidency than during
his previous four years in
the White House, when he
prioritised tax cuts and de-
regulation.

Mr. Trump, a Republi-
can, has alternately said he
sees import taxes as tools
to force concessions on is-
sues such as immigration
but also as a source of reve-
nue to help close the go-
vernment’s budget deficit.

Mr. Trump said he
would also delay the tariffs
on the millions of small
packages — often from fast-
fashion firms such as Temu
and Shein — until customs
officials can figure out
ways to impose them. The
small packages have pre-
viously been exempt from
tariffs.

Mr. Trump’s latest re-
marks stirred immediate
worry from some global
trading partners.

S. Korea in worry

South Korea’s acting Presi-
dent, Choi Sang-mok,
called a meeting with the
country’s top foreign poli-
cy and trade officials on
Monday to examine how
Mr. Trump’s proposed ta-
riffs on steel and alumini-
um would affect its
industries.

The office of Mr. Choi,
who also serves as the
country’s Finance Minis-
ter, said officials discussed
the potential impact and
Seoul’s possible responses,
but specific details of the
meeting were not dis-
closed.

LOWERDUTIES
» PAGE 6



* U.S. President Donald Trump announced 25% tariffs on steel and
aluminium imports from Canada, Mexico, and other nations, citing
trade imbalances.

IANFT Iseufa STes €7 o FHeATEr, ﬁ%aafraﬁt:ﬂ—zraaﬁ@r
wﬂﬁmﬁma T T 25% NG oaIer S Hiyo

I IR 3-N-I<'Ioio-l I HROT JdrT|

* 7 Reciprocal tariffs policy was also announced to match import
duties levied by other countries.

<r IREIRE ¢RE Aifa Fr oy givon Fr 518 a1l 3w A
GaRT TNT AT AT FA FT AFEeT fFar 1 dF|




* Historical Aspects | ¥fagria® qgel

* | 1| Protectionist Policies in U.S. History:

* The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act (1930) imposed high tariffs on over 20,000
imported goods, worsening the Great Depression.

- THE-gI % fafazsr (1930) &7 20,000 & Ifs mnfaa
FEGIHT W 3 RGN, fFa8 I fS9ere 3R e g3l

* The U.S. had previously imposed steel tariffs in 2002 under George W.
Bush, but it backfired, leading to job losses.

« IANST 7 2002 H IATof Secd. IU & FRIFIAT A N T W ¢NE
ERT AT, Afhed a0 AleRa & & s




e [2]| Trade Wars in History:

e U.S.-Japan Trade War (1980s): U.S. imposed quotas on Japanese automobiles, leading to
economic tensions.

» IARFI-SATATT SAMR_JeH (1980 & gerF A): ARSI A AU IFTHSST
W el @, forad e aeiid 3cqee g3l

e China-U.S. Trade War (2018): Trump had earlier imposed tariffs on Chinese goods,
escalating economic tensions.

- HNT-3ARHT AR g (2018): T & Ugel Al 3cural W SRE Sfammar 2,
forgd e aera Sqi




Economic Aspects | B LD geel

Impact on Global Trade:

Higher tariffs may increase production costs for industries dependent on steel & aluminium.

3Td CR® @ 37 3GANN Y e ARl 96 Hehdl § o T 3R vegdAifaam w A 3

Affected nations like Canada, Mexico, China, and South Korea might retaliate with counter-tariffs.

gaiad ¢ S8 warer, AfFgs!, HT 3R faor FIRAT yfasRcAs ERE &9 m gHd &1




* | 2| Impact on India:

* India is a major steel exporter to the U.S. Any tariff increase may
affect Indian steel companies like Tata Steel & JSW Steel.

- HRA IANFT 1 T &7 9371 ATaF g1 ERE I @ e
Wﬁmmmwmwmml

* The Make in India initiative could benefit if global companies shift
manufacturing to India.

+ AF Tl 3 qgd &l offH A Tehar g Ife affas sufaar
HRT H TATATART Y|



[ 3| Stock Market Impact:

* The announcement led to market volatility, with stock markets
reacting negatively.

+ GIYOIT § IR A AT TS, AW TEIRT A SThRIcHS
CIGIER I

* A weaker rupee may increase India’s current account deficit (CAD).

-;ﬂmtmﬁma;wmaﬁ(cm)ﬁagﬁram
|




« @ Geographical Aspects | $ilmnias qEel
e | 1| Effect on Resource-Rich Regions:

* Steel & aluminium industries in Canada & Mexico are directly
affected.

- Fa1sT IR AfFEd 7 e 3R vogdAfags g fig vanfaa
§'Q'I

* Iron ore & coal-producing regions like Australia & Brazil may see trade
shifts.

* T HIEFH 3R FFAT 3cUleH AT 8 Areeiaar 3 srsiier
H IR F&d gl ohdT gl




« @ Social Aspects | GTHATST® qEel

 [1] Impact on Employment:

* Higher tariffs may protect U.S. steel industry jobs but increase
production costs.

+ 35T NG A FARST T 3gar # AlsRaAr g o §,
ofeheT UG APTT 9¢ Hhd! &

* U.S. consumers may face higher prices on automobiles, infrastructure,
and appliances.

o AN IUMFaAt i AreAEEd, IR e 3R 3RO
R HAF AAT THE 95 Fhel &1



* | 2| Impact on Developing Nations:

* Developing economies like India, Brazil, and South Africa may face
reduced trade opportunities.

NI, dreiter 3 Zf@or i S [AFmefie 39 ged IR
mwa;rmmwm%

| 3| Political Backlash & Protests:

* Labor unions & business groups may oppose higher tariffs if they cause
price hikes.

- AiTEY FF AR AR FHF Io9 ¢RE w1 A0 FT Fad §
gfe saq HrAd Jodr &1

* Potential rise in anti-globalization sentiment among affected workers.

. A HfAwT A dedietor QA sdrgar 9 gwdl g




« @ Conclusion | sy

* | 1| Short-Term Gains, Long-Term Risks:

e U.S. manufacturers may initially benefit from reduced foreign
competition.

;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwawmﬁﬁﬁeﬁm#mmaam
|

* However, retaliatory tariffs & supply chain disruptions may hurt U.S.
growth.

- e, gfawRIca® RE 3R 3rqfd s/@ar 7 TH@Ee AR
ﬁwaﬁrdwld qsw s




e | 2| India’s Stand:

e India must balance trade relations with both the U.S. and China.

- R FY IANFT 3R AT Q=1 F WU AR ool F wqad
eI B3I

* The Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative can help reduce dependency on
global markets.

 ITATANN HRT gl IRgs TRl W AIRET 7 FF & A
FY hdl 2




* UPSC Mains Question | W qHEY qiiaT 9o

. j "Analyze the impact of protectionist trade policies on the global
economy. How should India respond to the increasing trade wars?”

"ITSEdIET TR 8?7?27? FHT dfoger efegaEar gv gHIT Fi
9FHTTT B¢/ HRT F @ SITIR aqé# FT FH TTIT 3T

e ?"
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‘Momsent of joy: Visitors at the nauguration of Acra india 2t the Air
Force Station Yelaharka in Bengaluru on Monday.

HAL renames

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Hindustan Aeronaut-
fcs Limited's Hindustan Jet
Trainer (HJT)-36 was re-
named Yashas on the in-

called Sitara. The defence
PSU said the trainer had
mod-

I =ymes Hawk Mk-132 jets of the Surya Kiran Acrobatic Team during

euvres as part of the air show.

Sea of visiters: Delegates and others during the inauguration of

the Aero India event in Bengalury.

‘Self-reliance push drives
Indian defence industry’

unities offered by domestic defence ecosysten:

overall ease ()f doing busnneqs has improved ‘tremendously’. he adds at the CEO roundtable

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ifcations to resolve depar,

in reststance v.h'roughouz
the almraﬁ e

large-scale chang-
o 7 12

diate training platform has
led to

oppor!unlues =

in  ixs and

hence provided an oppor-
tunity for a new name to
be give nce

With. the alrcraft's. conts
nued relevance as a train-

training. counter insurgen-

ent ing. a
bBatics. 1t added that the
capabilities of HJT-36 are

Listing out measures ta-
ken in this regard. he sald
the portal, Defence Exim,

d made the export auth-

Elaborating on steps ta-
ken o “make the domestic
defence indusery an impor-
can ~ of the na-

and 46 joint ventures and
companies were given fo-

reign investment approval
in the defence sector dll

e

Mr. Singh was address-
ing a “CEO Roundtable™ at
Aero India 2025 with the
theme “Enabling Defence
<

Thisal ectmnmy fon GRSt
M

-
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at the
Inauguration of Aero India in Bengaluruy on Monday. x NURALI KUMAR

its in the Defence Indus-

trial Corridors set up in

Uttar Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.

The Defence Testing 1o

s
from a developing to a de-
veloped country by 2047,
he said, “We have all

Introduced to provide fi-
nancial assistance to the
and

¥D1 up to 75% through the
Automaric Route for com-
panies seeking new de-
fence llcence ‘while 100%

Glo-
bal Engagement™ (EDGE),

which saw Original Equip-

r govern-
ment approval route

stall and spin.
anmament carriage up o
1000 kg, single point
ground refuelling and de-
fuelling.

ment from
19 countries, including 35
Indian private companies
and 16 defence public sec-
tor undertakings.

M. Singh told the audience
that more than 250 MoUs
were signed for the esta-
blishment of industrial un-

sec-
tor for setting up six-eight
greenfield testing and cer-
tification facilities. As a tes-

start-ups and micro, small
and medium enterprises
QUSMELD were worl

largest start-up ec
In the world today. This is
expected to witness year-
gnyear growth of 10-12%.
We possess a young gene:

ation - of | Dighly-siifled
workforce. which  con-

ntly updates itseif in the
Tate of the fastchanging
ecosystem of the world.
You must not miss the op—
portunity to

Touching the skies: indian Coast Guard Do-228 planes fly past in

Rakshak formation dunng the air show.

LCA-MKk2 prototype likely
to be rolled out by 2025-end,
AMCA by early 2027: officials

BENGALURU

The first prototype of the

country’s fifth-generatiol
fighter jet. the Advanced
Medium ibat Afrcraft
o expected to be

For the future: A model of India's AMCA, which 5 3 fifth-generation

fighter aircrafe. am

Given the huge delays in
new inductions and rapid

advantages of this eoos)s-
tem,” Mr. Singh added.
~The use of drones in re-
cent conflicts indicates
lhax the future would de-
on the integrated ef-

timony to the emergence
of India as a gdefence ex- Fores of manned. un-
port and

has seen 31- fold graw:h —m

e systems. Hence,

of fighters
by China and Pakistan,
there is pressure to speed
up development process.

e was
e government
in April 2024. The develop-

Sineniciia 3. Juiary; Diretior-
Gener: a] ADA.

the sky towards the end of
2028. The total of

of the AMCA programme,
speaking to The Hindu at
Aero india.

The AMCA is a fifth-gen-
eration fghter aircraft
(FGFA) and its primary role
is as a stealth aircraft.
While —— around
LS tonnes carried
internally, the AMCA can
also carry weapons at its
wing station as non-
stealth aircraft, he said.

In terms of tmelines,
Mr. Neeli explained that
five prototypes are

se is

We
 will get inducted from
mzsm,hemd adding “It

pared
201314, he said.
e further said over 500

our

ing has to focus on creating
counter measures for these
emerging challenges.” he
stated

wea-
pons S ond ataut 1t weapon
stations. So it will be one of
the mighty lethal

the

10 years. The et il
be certified by 2032 and
the plan for Induction will
be 2034 in the IAF" sa
Krishna Rajendra Neeli.

platforms for the LAF"

o
Officiating Project Director

w©

tured for development and

testing and inisially, four

alrcraft would be manufac-

tured per year for a few
wihis

years, by ch time the
manufacturing line will sta-
bilise ramp up
production.

India, UK. sign several agreements
to strengthen defence cooperation

BENGALURL

The United Kingdom on

The UK. announces a
dedicated coll for

icated programme
Within the U.Ks Minisry
Defence serv

p shop for streng-

ment zald. This ~develops
and ex; e partner-
een Tadian and
British tndemtry; laying tho

formal launch of the “De-
fence Partnership-india™,
or DP1. a dedicated cell
within the UK. Ministry of
Defence for

The Aero India also saw

with India

sile (ASRAARD ass—emhly
and test facility i Indsa.
Statement of ln!enl (501)
was also signed to design
and an

several
tion

collaboration, the
High Commissson said.

MANPADs (LBRAMS).
an inital supply of STAR-
mis-

india and the U.K., which

tems (MANPADS)
Tveiaiu Mkeials Mis-

Lighs
siles (LMM) as

Full El
(FEP) system for Indian

Streak
siles and launchers set for

delivery this year

Sbbn»Rzlga “Alr 1o Alr Atis-

at Aero India, and the ded-

sniee, Sl ot i seaie

produce LMMs, the state-

BDL and In-
dian lndustxy to form an

security concemns. create
Jjobs in

both countries
enable lrueroperabllll.) by
both armies”

statement added

ASRAAM

facility in Hydersbad. for

missiles that would be car-

riea by Jaguar and
ombat Alrcraft-MkLA.

Stealth aircraft from Russia and U.S.
showcase their aerial capabilities

BENGALURU

Visitors witnessed a scintil-
lating aerial display by two
of the most advanced ffth-
generation ﬁghler afrcrafe
in the world on the inaugu-
ral day of Aero India here

oft v.he stealth air

Making a debut: Russia's Su-57 fighter je< takes off during the

The Su-57, developed by
Sukhoi De: Bureau, is

‘s first operational
stealth fighter with super-
sonic cruis speeds, ®

Inauguration of Aero Indka in Bengaluru on Monday. = ML

s KA

vanced sensor integration,

=
that India was Dace bt
joint  Fifth

Fighter  Alrcraft
sramme with Russia
in 2018,

After the Russian Gfth-
generation fighter landed,
the U.S’s F-35 Lightning I
took to the skies to demon-
strate k= capabilies.

T performing some
of &s  signature
Roeuvres, the aircraft land.
ed. The F-35 Lighming Il
has been developed by
Lockheed Martin.

This is the second time
that the ULS steakh afrcraft
is taking part in Aero India.

T‘he F-3SA Lightning Il is

the newes: Aifth-generation
Gehter of the USAF with
steakth. supersonic.

Modi arrives in France for Al

Srime Minizter

of

Lour covering Fitesch. aidl
the US. Informed tha: he

depar-
ture for the two-nation
=

e held in Pans on Tues-
day and Wednesday.

[rr—
the indian disspora in France on Monday. &1

The Al
third in a series
axﬁﬁdal mntel-
ngence after the Al Safety
meet in the UK. in 2023

summit iz the
f global

and South Korea in 2024.

The summit in Parts will fo-

(.]obal South on Al-related

Economic cooperat uon
The bilateral component
the visit will begin after g

on the 2047 Horlzon
Road map for India-France
strategic partnership. A
Indian

new consulate atc
will _alko
opened. Mr. Modi will visic
the Thermo-
nuclear Experimental
Reactor {ITER) project
which is a major interna-
tonal ect on energy
generation and nuclear

1 will also pay tribute to
the Indian soldiers who
laid down their lives dur-
S Woekt Wiar £t 18 0k

During the visit,
sides will review the pro-

raves
Commmiction which Jooks

sumimit, talks with Macron

after similar graves across
Europe where Indian sol-
diers sacrificed themselves

the two World

during
s
Following the visit to
France, Mr. Modi is sche-
duled to take off for the Un-
fted States.
“In_Washington DC, I
look forward to meeting

recall

President takes holy
dip at Maha Kumbh

LUCKRNOW

President Droupadi Mur-

Dot of Indias

heritage.
“Today 1 had the good
fortune of bathing in the

Trump during his first
term and 1 am sure our
talks will bulld the
ground covered then,” Mr.
Modi said in a post on X_
With PTT inpurs)

holy of Maa
Ganga. Yamuna, and the
inner stream Saraswati in
the divine atmosphere of
Maha Xumbh. This

gatherl
Iief is a wonderful and biv-

in Prayagraj on Monday. PTi

ing symbol of India's rich
cultural heritage. Maha

humanity. I pray to
Ganga that she keeps her
blessings on everyone.”
Ms. M N



India, UK. sign several agreements
to strengthen defence cooperation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The United Kingdom on
Monday announced the
formal launch of the “De-
fence Partnership-India”,
or DP-I, a dedicated cell
within the U.K. Ministry of
Defence for deepening
cooperation with India.
The Aero India also saw
several defence coopera-
tion agreements between
India and the U.K., which
covered production of Man
Portable Air Defence Sys-
tems (MANPADS) and
Lightweight Multirole Mis-
siles (LMM), as well as esta-
blishment of an Advanced
Short-Range Air to Air Mis-

The U.K. announces a
dedicated cell for
deepening bilateral
defence cooperation
with India

sile (ASRAAM) assembly
and test facility in India. A
Statement of Intent (Sol)
was also signed to design
and develop an Integrated
Full Electric Propulsion
(IFEP) system for Indian
Navy ships.

U.K. Defence Minister
Lord Vernon Coaker an-
nounced the DP-I while
opening the U.K.-India De-
fence Partnership pavilion
at Aero India, and the ded-

icated programme office
within the U.K’s Ministry
of Defence will serve as a
one-stop shop for streng-
thening bilateral defence
collaboration, the U.K.
High Commission said.

Thales U.K. and Bharat
Dynamics Limited (BDL)
signed a contract that will
deliver Laser Beam-Riding
MANPADs (LBRMs), with
an initial supply of STAR-
Streak high-velocity mis-
siles and launchers set for
delivery this year.

In another develop-
ment, following the signing
of this initial LBRM con-
tract, both Thales and BDL
will further collaborate to
produce LMMs, the state-

ment said. This “develops
and expands the partner-
ship between Indian and
British industry, laying the
foundation for BDL and In-
dian industry to form an
integral part of Thales’ glo-
bal supply chain”, it stated.

“It will address mutual
security concerns, create
jobs in both countries and
enable interoperability by
both armies.”

The statement added
that MBDA U.K. and BDL
were working on the instal-
lation of a first-of-its-kind
ASRAAM assembly and test
facility in Hyderabad, for
missiles that would be car-
ried by Jaguar and Light
Combat Aircraft-MKk1A.



. x India and the UK have signed multiple defence agreements to
enhance bilateral military cooperation. The agreements include the
production of Man-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADS),
Lightweight Multirole Missiles (LMM), and the establishment of an
Advanced Short-Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM) assembly and
testing facility in India.

# 5Ra AR TF 7 aAvey d=y WEAT F T ¥ Qv
F$ T8 FASIA 9T geaner e & gasial § affa § -
AT-qiad R 3%H RATcH (MANPADS), & ag-fAeT
fraEe (LMM) 3R 6RE A TF Jeold QA3 TA-C-TI
fAuTEe (ASRAAM) 3rleell 3T gdietor giaem A FATYETI




* /7 A dedicated UK-India Defence Partnership Cell (DP-1) has been
launched within the UK Ministry of Defence. .
IF F T AGF H TF FANT "FH-373A1 BFH ey
(DP-1)" T forar T B
* 7 Thales UK and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) will collaborate on
producing advanced missile systems.

¢ 358 IF 3R AR senfaww fAfaes (BoL) 3ewra fAamse
YOITell & 3cUTGsT A HFIIT S|
* > MBDA UK and BDL will work on an ASRAAM assembly unit in

Hyderabad. . ’
7 MBDA T& 3iX BDL ge1aTg # ASRAAM 3iedl Jfac T F
|

CaL]



e | 1| Colonial Legacy & Defence Ties:

* India and the UK share a historical military relationship from the
British colonial era.

» IR 3 I @7 ffeer sitafaafde gor @ d= gav w@r B

* The Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force have British origins in terms of
structure and organization.

» HRAT TeAT, FAQAT IR aGAAT ST TFAT 3R FaraaT faifesn
Afed 9 3R ¥




* | 2| Post-Independence Cooperation:

* UK supported India during the 1962 Sino-Indian War with arms
supply.

+ &b o 1962 & HRA-HIT I & aNIeT AR F FAIRT Hr
31Tcrﬁ—’ra?r|

* India and UK signed a Defence & Security Agreement in 2002.

- AR AR & 7 2002 7 v &7 3 F&T ¥Hsa W
gEaTaR fU



@ Economic Aspects | 3T+ qEel

| 1| Boost to Defence Industry:

* Investment in missile and weapon manufacturing will boost India's
domestic defence industry.

- e 3R TR @At & Ay aRa f o e 3
&I g T |

* More employment opportunities in the defence sector.

. T&T &9 | H0F VIR & 3TN



Geographical Aspects | Hlamfars R

1| Strategic Positioning:

The Indo-Pacific region is a major focus for both India and the UK.

fR-wena &7 sRa IR & =T F AT v@ B Bl

India’s defence cooperation with the UK strengthens its security posture in the Indian Ocean.
R HT I & Y @I FeA9T g AgAPR # 3qh gaan Fufa w1 dAsqy Far 2
2| UK’s Role in QUAD and AUKUS:

Although the UK is not part of QUAD, it has growing strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific.

T QUAD FT e €t §, afra Rg-vena &9 & s wEfas 3R a5 W #
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Taesday, February 11, 2025
CHENRAL

M. Biren Singh is finally shown the door,
b e in Mani is ehasive

na long overdue decision, N. Biren Singh re-

signed as Chief Minister of Manipur on Sun-

1t was reportedly under duress dise to

Party-led mocratie Alliance govern-
ment even as the Congress planned a
no-confidence motion in the .

Sabha seats in the 2024 general election. indicar-
ing a fatigue in the valley and ns the
State government. Mr. Singh's e hererie b the
Kukd-Zo-Hmar communities, persistently accus-
ing them of being “infiltrators” from Myanmar
and providing a haven o “drug dealers® and {11l
it fuelled
Sidlos oF the somflice. while bis mability v rein in
winlent groups that npenly brandished sophisti-
cated weapons — ooted from police ar-
i e a are of mpunity. With the
BJP persisting with his leadershig, there was little
hope for any reconciliation as civil society actl-
wvists refused to engage in peace talks_

The Union government and the BIF should

again, to address immediate issues such as the
rehabilitation and return of over 0,000 dis-
placed pecple. This will lay the ground for 3 polis-

the country in end-

and an end to
fore sucl\snLunnns are

natio m
el il e e et ol part of the
Eovernment to not follow up on these quickly.

Troubled waters
Inddia and Sri Lanka must facilitare
discussions among their fishermen

n the latest chapter of the long-standing fish-
eries dispute in the Palk Bay region, the Sri
Lankan Mavy arrested 14 Ashermen from Ta-
mil Nadu's Ramanathapuram district on Febru-
hing in waters north of
alsor

rising comvictions

are seeking a sustainable solution that pratects
their waters from owver-exploitative
Gian Aehermmen hive repestodly Sought & fresh

round of talks with thelr Sri Lankan counter.
parts, witlh the lust such mecting having taken
201

st recognise
approach ls required to break the deadlock rath-
erthan

ser. Unlike the cases of ndian e
tained i Pakistan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia,
and Qatar, the armes:

higl

éncourage Palk Bay fishermen
trawling. While this shifi will tzke
governments must facilitate immediate discus-
slons berwesn thelr fshiNg communities to Gnd
Enterim solutions. It ks only through proactive di-
nable this

conflict can be addressed effectively.

=

Gaza and Trump’s ‘expanding the canvas’ strategy

with Its 2.3 million residents being
b sl g Egypt and jordan while the U

States was 1o take over this “demaoliton site~ to

al for
- Both Mr. Trump and

b Join the
“This prampted MbS to
cmpaly state that Saudi Arabla would
establish ‘with Israel withouwt the creation of a.

ost observers, Mr. Trump's pitch was
chutzpah off his playbook of many recent
grandiloque: arks. To some others, it was a
ol Tared rab Im Wt Aci, & veritable
-

. 1n
verture seems (obe des!

A geopolitical reconfigur:
M Triamgrs -truthiful hyperbole”
underlined two undeniable contextual as

aspects.
First, after a particularly bristsh and violent
epoch since Ocrober 7, 2023, vital but volarile
West Asia is I\muterhg'tngon the verge of a
profound geopolstical reconfiguration. Second,
with a litthe nudge from its friends., the Kingdom
of saudi Arabia might be among its prominens
architects.

The 16 manths of unprecedented hostilities
Irave demolished several long-standing
— from sr. 10 the end
of the Syrian civil e e Feabed Ass o
‘Resistance stands neutered for the time being,
although a revival cannot be ruled

strategic
cusreach Froml'l\.e Red Sea to the Mediterranean
Thas been deterr
Tt s I chemtoel Wil Taroel fus managed
pyrrhic wictory, Its internal and extesnal
are still
The mayhem has b 'wesl Asia and

iz & retired Indian,
Ambassador wh an
n Wess Asian

ool and
Padrocarbons

lds-barred conflicts and
ealore have left the region

ised with fewer guardralls. lower mutunl

imbroglio.
on now also faces a “known
orver sgain: In s second term, Mr.
Trump appears as impulsive as before and mo;
unpredicrable.
though he Professes 10 prioririse the
Acae

ent ments k.gp ceaselessly k.mdang
st I dor. Roeecrer, Bk slwsatve coerhoy

but has also led to the strengrhening of the 1S,
dollar. As most West Asian currencies are thed to
the dollar, they have alsa risen, d their
economic competitiveness and derailing their
bids to diversify away from ofl.

on Saudi Arabia
To help :npewldldbe multiple crises in West
the Kiny need

s, and %o recrtent
theil over SO-year-old allance el its
traditional ~securisy In remurn for ol paradigm.
s nl.gggsummmyccuv
1.07 trillion), has come our relatively unscathed
Ty e conflicts wagng aroune I5. 1t 12 Televamt 1o
note that the Saudi Public Investment Fund is

for tr:

oY feed S his for
rbidding are often counterproductive._

[-‘\lrIILEr he may discover that the world in

general and Wese Asia in particular are no longer

inchusion of Saudi Arsbis and other Arab states.

Isc has to conte: he growing influence
o the it religous ewish Sroups in 1erael And
thee HTS-led Syria.

1o have total assess of $550 billion and
Sl Ararne has & marker capitalisation of $1.79
country is led by MbS, a pragmatic
er with an iconoclastic tion o
head the Arab and Islame world. Apare from
Arab-

. he has extricated himself
the costly Yemeni civil war and normalised
ties with Iran and Qaar. He]lssdeepened links
with Rsssia and China withour antagonis
Eton. With Saidi Arabla a8 the world's
Iargect ol exparter, MBS nas been a maderasing
IlLﬂl.en:ewlOPl‘_f_and fortnight ago,
2 Davos vlden:nnﬂeren:edm his
all aft

Economic issues
siar

First el nﬁ'u:l:l I.nlemld.ol\a.l
the White

narural resources threatened by a
consumption peak by the end of this decade.
Recent Trump disruptions ncluding walking
away From the Faris climate accord, the Lsunch of
e “Drill, baly, drillv campalgn and the prbiic
et

the world's largest hydrocarbon producer, but
the technology, being more expensive, s highly
price sensitive. 1f il prices are drastically forced
down, shale tech: be
remunerative. Further, an oil gh
wiess Asian which
to bear the major burden of the huge
post-conflict reconstr

Morecver, Mr. Trump's tariffs and sanctions
bliszirieg against friends and foes alike has not
omly disrupted global trade and investment flows

the Abraham Accords, e played hardball by
o bty

asking

a bilareral security meany: access to nuclear
‘and seare-Glaheart weaponry.
Hnwtzvzr 6 months of sordid bloodletting in
Gaza has |eﬁ plemy nfmdcly in its wake, making
MBS now insist on'a pathway towards a two-stane
solition, which the larach Parlixment has

For a Saudi-LLS. re-engageme

Be & priceleas contribaion 1o healing the
Asla,

India as a bridge between the Global North and South

n his address in fanuary 2025, in

Bhubaneswar, Odisha, while addressing the

161h Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention, the
“Today's

country
nge to become an effective global
development partner?
ke the Non-Allgnment Movement (VAR
Indine ratreation dnca et appear to be based on

partners United States and Europe.
T’he}dglllm\el\.'lsl(nfja]ﬁe Sultivan, ity
LS. National Security Jamuary, reflects
this. M. Modis wisit s Poland, in A 2

1

also nedia’s attempt to create new
alliances.
e China f:

urther, ‘countries ane
thought to be strategically partnesing with India
1o contain China's rsing international footpring.

as an emerging power in fts own Hight to forward

Bamaouotisi

be Fellow
Bt the Canees for

ndl Ecoramic
Pragress 10SER],
Hirw Demi

New Delhi's
aspiration to be
the “voice' of the
Global South

can take shape
if it also bearns
tor listen

its own sn trade, defence,

will be for countries in the Global Scwth

S To I scaeatul, Tt needs to back ugp
its rhetoric with the right strategies.

Steps that India must
The first is for mdhmd.ouhle—dmn on its call for

ot sty oo, dictated
by the Global North. ]nd.la n&en lays emphasis on
with

equal
countries, trying to set uselr-pmrmm

traditional powers. In practice, it signals
oiherwise Forward strategies with an
India-first approach.

The newly a d - Development

Clobal South, was d raoted in Indian
experl, strategies. India's (
story as an e power and being the warld
largese democracy makes it unique. e

Which are also seeking te grow their domestic
industry. india's capacicy bullding strategy has
rended to around the indian Technical

with lnLr_'rn small and medium enterprises to
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Gaza and Trump’s expanding the canvas’ strategy

onald Trump, a consummate

dealmaker, often relies on the

“expanding the canvas” strategy to

resolve an intractable stalemate.
Nevertheless, he made his most audacious ever
deal-bid on February 4, 2025: with typical
nonchalance, he wanted the Gaza Strip to be
depopulated, with its 2.3 million residents being
relocated to Egypt and Jordan while the United
States was to take over this “demolition site” to
develop it into “a riviera for the world’s people™.
While swinging this wrecking ball over Gaza and
the region at large, he also hinted that in the next
four weeks, he may have another proposal for
settling the West Bank issue. Both Mr. Trump and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu —
who was on hand - conspicuously praised Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) and
hinted that Saudi Arabia would soon join the
Abraham Accords. This prompted MbS to
promptly state that Saudi Arabia would not
establish ties with Israel without the creation ofa
Palestinian state.

To most observers, Mr. Trump’s pitch was
chutzpah off his playbook of many recent
grandiloquent remarks. To some others, it was a
colonial land grab in West Asia, a veritable
geopolitical minefield. Its maximalist opening
overture seems to be designed to shock the
opponent stakeholders into concentrating their
minds and coming up with a more realistic
counter-offer for eventual settlement on more
balanced terms.

A geopolitical reconfiguration

Mr. Trump’s “truthful hyperbole” only
underlined two undeniable contextual aspects.
First, after a particularly brutish and violent
epoch since October 7, 2023, vital but volatile
West Asia is now tethering on the verge of a
profound geopolitical reconfiguration. Second,
with a little nudge from its friends, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia might be among its prominent
architects.

The 16 months of unprecedented hostilities
have demolished several long-standing
shibboleths — from Israeli invincibility to the end
of the Syrian civil war. The feared Axis of
Resistance stands neutered for the time being,
although a revival cannot be ruled out. Iran’s
extensive and carefully assembled strategic
outreach from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean
has been upended and its deterrence against
Israel has been dented. While Israel has managed
a pyrrhic victory, its internal and external
consequences are still panning out.

The mayhem has convulsed West Asia and
bequeathed the hapless region with colossal
challenges which can be broadly divided into two
intertwined verticals: political and economic.

Politically, the no-holds-barred conflicts and
assassinations galore have left the region
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is a retired Indian
Ambassador with an
interest in West Asian
geopolitics and
hydrocarbons

West Asia is
being
reconfigured
geopolitically
with Saudi
Arabia as one
of its main
architects

repolarised with fewer guardrails, lower mutual
trust and unsated revengefulness. The regional
turmoil can be further segregated into perennial
sub-issues crying for lasting solutions such as the
Israel-Palestine question, the Iranian quest for
nuclear technology, the Kurdish pursuit of
national identity and the Yemeni imbroglio.
Additionally, the region now also faces a “known
unknown” all over again: In his second term, Mr.
Trump appears as impulsive as before and more
unpredictable.

Although he professes to prioritise the
American economic resuscitation, Washington’s
global entanglements keep ceaselessly knocking
at his door. Moreover, his abrasive cowboy
diplomacy, his penchant for transactional
short-term fixes and his propensity for
overbidding are often counterproductive.
Further, he may discover that the world in
general and West Asia in particular are no longer
where they were during Trump 1.0. The Gaza war
has thrust forth the centrality of Palestinian
statehood, complicating, if not derailing, his
vision to expand the Abraham Accords with the
inclusion of Saudi Arabia and other Arab states.
He also has to contend with the growing influence
of the ultra-religious Jewish groups in Israel and
the HTS-led Syria.

Economic issues
West Asia’s current economic problems are
two-fold. The first set is rooted in the conflicts
waged over the past few years including in Gaza
(rebuilding 1,70,000 houses destroyed is to cost
$50 billion), Lebanon ($8.5 billion) and Syria
(damage from a 13-year civil war is put at around
$500 billion). While humanitarian issues are
urgent, a return to socio-economic normalcy
would necessarily await the respective political
resolutions. In many cases, the western economic
sanctions also come in the way. The second
regional economic problem is structural: the
dependence on hydrocarbons, notoriously fickle
natural resources threatened by a global
consumption peak by the end of this decade.
Recent Trump disruptions including walking
away from the Paris climate accord, the launch of
the “Drill, baby, drill” campaign and the public
call for lower oil prices, make one wonder
whether he is part of this specific problem or its
solution. The shale revolution has made the U.S.
the world’s largest hydrocarbon producer, but
the technology, being more expensive, is highly
price sensitive. If oil prices are drastically forced
down, shale technology may no longer be
remunerative. Further, an oil glut would dent the
West Asian economies which are widely expected
to bear the major burden of the huge
post-conflict reconstruction.

Moreover, Mr. Trump’s tariffs and sanctions
blitzkrieg against friends and foes alike has not
only disrupted global trade and investment flows

but has also led to the strengthening of the U.S.
dollar. As most West Asian currencies are tied to
the dollar, they have also risen, denting their
economic competitiveness and derailing their
bids to diversify away from oil.

Spotlight on Saudi Arabia

To help cope with the multiple crises in West
Asia, the U.S. and the Kingdom need to reorient
their over 80-year-old alliance beyond its
traditional “security in return for oil” paradigm.
The Kingdom, the region’s biggest economy (GDP
1.07 trillion), has come out relatively unscathed
by the conflicts waging around it. It is relevant to
note that the Saudi Public Investment Fund is
estimated to have total assets of $930 billion and
Saudi Aramco has a market capitalisation of $1.79
trillion. The country is led by MbS, a pragmatic
young leader with an iconoclastic ambition to
head the Arab and Islamic world. Apart from
hosting two well-attended Arab-Islamic Summits
on the Gaza conflict, he has extricated himself
from the costly Yemeni civil war and normalised
ties with Iran and Qatar. He has deepened links
with Russia and China without antagonising
Washington. With Saudi Arabia as the world’s
largest oil exporter, MbS has been a moderating
influence on OPEC and OPEC+. A fortnight ago,
Mr. Trump told a Davos videoconference that his
first official international phone call after
re-entering the White House was with MbS,
where the Crown Prince offered to invest $600
billion in the U.S. Mr. Trump then coolly asked
him to “round off” the figure to $1 trillion. The
incident only goes to show that the Kingdom
under MbS has what it takes to be a political and
economic bulwark for the region.

Before the Gaza war, America’s regional
diplomacy was focused on Riyadh-Tel Aviv
reconciliation. While MbS did not rule out joining
the Abraham Accords, he played hardball by
asking Washington for stiff concessions including
a bilateral security treaty, access to nuclear
technology and state-of-the-art weaponry.
However, 16 months of sordid bloodletting in
Gaza has left plenty of toxicity in its wake, making
MbS now insist on a pathway towards a two-state
solution, which the Israeli Parliament has
officially rejected.

Despite these serious obstacles, the rationale
for a Saudi-U.S. re-engagement remains intact as
MbS can usefully fund the reconstruction of the
war-ravaged regions and leverage Saudi Arabia’s
profile to persuade doubtful and sullen Arabs to
see the merit of a negotiated solution. Mr.
Trump’s other challenge lies in coaxing the Israeli
leadership to be more flexible and go beyond its
survival instinct. Thus, while Trump-MbS
bromance may or may not launch a trillion-dollar
bilateral investment boom, their synergy would
be a priceless contribution to healing the mauled
West Asia.



* Former U.S. President Donald Trump proposed a new Middle East peace
plan, advocating for the relocation of Gaza’s population and a
geopolitical restructuring of the region.
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* s Trump’s proposal has sparked controversy as it suggests displacing
2.3 million Gazans to build a "new world for the people.”
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. x The plan hints at closer cooperation with Saudi Arabia and the
broader Arab world, aiming to expand the Abraham Accords.
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. x Economic crisis in West Asia, ongoing wars, and regional
instability are crucial factors influencing Trump's strategy.
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Historical Aspects | ¥fagi@s qgel
« | 1| Arab-Israeli Conflict & U.S. Role:

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been a core issue in Middle East geopolitics since
the formation of Israel in 1948.

oIS A-fhfaTcdlsl HaY 1948 # oIS & M5 & dIg ¥ ALY Y & -
TSI & T Y@ HGEm a1 g3 ¢

* The U.S. has historically played the role of a mediator in Arab-Israeli peace processes,
often favoring Israel.
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e | 2| Abraham Accords (2020):

* The Trump administration brokered peace deals between Israel,
UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco.
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* This marked a significant shift in Middle East diplomacy.
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3 | Gaza Conflict & Displacement:

Gaza has been a contested region with multiple conflicts since Israel’s withdrawal in
2005.

AT 2005 H SRS HT a9 & 91 & HS WUST HT g @ &

Trump’s plan to relocate Gazans is unprecedented and controversial.
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Economic Aspects | £ B C] gl

1| West Asia’s Economic Crisis:

Conflicts in Gaza, Syria, and Yemen have led to economic devastation.
T, WRET 3T a5 & gust F fde qardr 79 2

High military spending and reconstruction costs burden regional economies.
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e | 2| Saudi Arabia’s Role:

The Saudi economy is undergoing transformation under Vision 2030, reducing
dependence on oil.

4 rdeaaear /AT 2030 & dgd dd I ARG &7 T T 2B

Trump sees economic cooperation with Saudi Arabia as crucial for Middle East
stability.
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* | 3| Impact on India:

* Oil price volatility due to Middle East instability affects India’s
economy.

« Y qq Y JTURAT & FROT ad AT HAdr # 3AGr IR
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* Trade disruptions in the region impact Indian exports.
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@ Geographical Aspects | #infas L

* | 1| Gaza & Strategic Importance:

Gaza is geographically significant as it borders Israel and Egypt, making it a hotspot for conflict.

TSI ST ¥ § Fecayor ¥ F4ifs a8 gorma AR e v dfer & e gar @,
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* |2| Red Sea & Middle East Trade Routes:
The Red Sea is a crucial trade corridor for global oil shipments.
o ¥R dRawF da Rade F v & Agcaqel AR A6t g

Instability in the region threatens maritime security.
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« Social Aspects | HTHTISH qEel

e [ 1] Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza:

* Ongoing conflict has displaced thousands of Palestinians.
- g ¢ HEY o goRl rfaediaat o R st ar 8

* Food shortages, unemployment, and lack of medical aid are
worsening the crisis.
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After the ceasefire in Gaza, West Bank
Palestinians face more Israeli barriers
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ted Jenin and increased checkpoints across the West Bank.

disrupting the lives of hundreds of thousands of people: Israel says these measures are to prevent Hamas from opening a new front in the region
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Vietnam aims at cutting public
sector jobs, slash govt. budgets

France Presse

HANOL
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With Trump in office, Iranians mark 1979 Islamic Revolution anniversary
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Marriages in China
down by a fifth in
2024: government

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

China last year saw a one-fifth decline in marriag-
es, the latest sign of persistent demographic chal-
lenges as Beijing works to encourage births des-
pite an uncertain economic outlook for young
families.

The country saw 6.1 million couples register for
marriage in 2024, down from 7.7 million the pre-
vious year, according to data published by the Mi-
nistry of Civil Affairs.

The 20.5% drop coincided with the third con-
secutive year of overall population decline in Chi-
na, which in 2023 was surpassed by India as the
world’s most populous nation.

China’s population of 1.4 billion is now rapidly
ageing, with nearly a quarter of people aged 60 or
above as of the end of last year. The demographic
trends present fresh challenges for authorities in
the country, which has long relied on its vast
workforce as a driver of economic growth.

The slide in marriages comes despite a pro-fa-
mily campaign rolled out in recent years by Beij-
ing, which has included various subsidies and
messaging encouraging people to have children.

But experts say that higher costs — especially
for education and childcare — and the challenging
employment market awaiting fresh graduates are
among factors discouraging would-be parents.

“If I don’t rely on my parents, I simply can’t af-
ford to buy a house, and getting married is also a
huge expense,” commented a user of Chinese mi-
croblogging site Weibo under a news post about
the data.
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m China's population fell for a
third consecutive year

m Govt data shows that
6.1 mn couples registered
for marriage in 2024
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m The birth rate fell

for decades due to
China’'s 1980-2015 one-
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* In 2024, China saw a 20.5% drop in marriages, with only 6.1 million
couples registering compared to 7.7 million in 2023. This decline is part of

China's ongoing demographic crisis, exacerbated by an ageing population,
economic uncertainties, and low birth rates.
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* ¢ China’s population is ageing rapidly, with nearly 25% above 60 years.
giﬁ?ra?rm@asﬁéqéreg%%,aﬂzs%#m
60 a¥ ¥ FuT F

* P Rising costs of housing, education, and childcare discourage young
couples from marrying.
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* P Despite government incentives, economic pressures have led to a
three-year decline in population growth.
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* Historical Aspects | ¥fagria® qgel

e | 1| China’s Population Control Policies:

* One-Child Policy (1979-2015): Strict family planning laws led to a skewed
gender ratio and ageing crisis.

» Th-aedl Fifd (1979-2015): FoR IRAR fodlsied Hiefer
feaTTeTaTe 3 3 FeUTaEyT Hhe H1 S fea

* Two-Child Policy (2016) & Three-Child Policy (2021): Failed to reverse
declining birth rates.

» gl-g=a1 sifd (2016) 3 dist-s=ar #Aifa (2021): gedt e T Fr
Jshad H QBT T




* | 2| Marriage Trends in Chinese Society:

* Traditional values emphasized early marriage and large families.

- IR Hedt # Afier faamw 3t 93 aRERt W SR o= srar
T

* Rapid modernization and urbanization have shifted priorities
toward careers over family.

. it ¥ rgfAdhEor 3R EdHEr F FRAT F TREaR |
grafAFar & 2



» Geographical Aspects | Hlmfors T

* | 1] Urban vs. Rural Marriage Trends:

* Urban areas see lower marriage rates due to career focus and high living
costs.

o N AT A FRAT WUAFAr 3T 3=9 g dreid & FRr [aE
T A gl

* Rural areas face gender imbalance due to decades of male preference.
-gﬁwﬂﬁﬁa&mﬁﬁgﬁﬁm&ﬁmﬂ:wﬁﬁra&gw
I




Regional Variations in Birth Rates:

Cities like Beijing and Shanghai have the lowest fertility rates.

AfSer 3t T S AEN H UAT X 9d FA g

China’s northeastern provinces face severe population decline.

@7 & qafa ral & seeear fREe afew 2




Social Aspects | GTHITSS qEel

1| Changing Social Norms:

Younger generations prioritize careers, education, and personal freedom over
marriage.

AT a1 HRW, A& 3 AfFaera Fadaar w1 Raw @ 39w #7ga a8

Online dating and social media change relationship dynamics.

AteTarser afer ik aterer ARTT o Neal i afFafear sga & ¢



Record St: Rupee nears 88/$, gold 88k

Sensex Slides
548 Pts As FPIs
Continue To Sell

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai/Hyderabad: Investors
across geographies and assets
were jittery on Monday as US
President Donald Trump contin-
ued to announce new measures,
mostly related to trade tariffs.
During the day, the rupee weak-
enedtoanewrecordlowatcloseto
88-to-a-dollar mark but closed sub-
stantially off that mark, at 87.48,
while gold prices inched closer to
the Rs 88,000-per-10-gram mark, a
record high level. On Dalal Street,
across-the-board selling pulled
the sensex down by 548 points or
0.7% to77,312.

However, small and midcap
stocks were affected more than

Turbulent Year: Gold Rush, Stock Selloff, Rupee Rout
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blue chips by the selloff led by
foreign funds. BSE’s midcap in-
dex was down 2.1% while small-
capwasdown2.3%.

On Monday, foreign portfolio
investors were net sellers at Rs
2,464 crore, BSE data showed. So
far this year, FPIs have net with-
drawn nearly Rs 90,000 crore
from the stock market alone, da-
tafrom NSDL and BSE showed.

This outflow of foreign funds

alsohadanegativeimpactonthe
rupee-dollar exchange rate,
which is hitting new record low
levelson aregular basis.
According to Jateen Trivedi
of LKP Securities, the rupee’s
weakness was mainly due to the
recent continued outflow of for-
eign funds post-Budget and RBI
policy as neither of the events
provided any substantial re-
forms or structural shifts be-

yond tax sops for retail investors
and a minor cut in interest rate
by the central bank. “With ongo-
ing capital outflows, global trade
tensions, and a strong dollar, ru-
pee volatility is expected to per-
sistinthe 87.25-88 range.”

In the bullion market, pro-
pelled by the Trump effect, gold
breached the $2,900/ounce mark
forthefirsttimeevertohitanin-
traday high of $2,911 in interna-

tional spot markets late on Mon-
day. Thisrally sentpricesinlocal
spot markets soaring by over Rs
1,000 in a single day to over Rs
87,250. On MCX, the futures pric-
es for April delivery had hit an
all-time high at Rs 85,835.

HDFC Securities attributed
the latest high to increased fund
flow towards gold as a safe haven
asset in response to Trump’s lat-
est decision to impose 25% tariffs
on all steel and aluminium im-
portstothe US.

In Aug 2020, when gold was at
its then peak of $2,019, rupee was
pegged at around 75 to the dollar.
Indian Bullion & Jewellers’ Asso-
ciation’s Surendra Mehta said the
sudden surge in prices post
Trump’s coming to power has dri-
ven customers out of the market.
“It’s a one-sided sentiment. There
are no customers in the market.
Walk-ins have plunged 80%. It’s a
big problem as even gold leasing
rates are going up,” Mehta said.



 On Monday, the Indian rupee depreciated to a record low of X88 per dollar, while gold
prices surged past X88,000 per 10 grams.

* The decline in rupee value was driven by foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) withdrawing
2,464 crore from Indian markets, along with global economic uncertainties and U.S.
trade policies.

YHIT: HIHGR ] HRAT T9AT RFIE FqAaH T 88 Yfer STely 9T g 74T,
STafeh EeT &Y HIAA 88,000 9fd 10 IMH & FUT Tell 5| 9T 1 FNqac &r
AET R fagelt Ewfaar faaersr (Fpis) aRT 22,464 U A fAerdl, a1y
&t dRgw e rfPyxar 3t 3R i = Afaar T



* 7 The Sensex fell by 548 points to close at 77,312. ‘
¢ QAFH 548 IH A PRIae & @Y 77,312 W ¥ g3

* 7 Foreign investors pulled out nearly 90,000 crore from stock
markets this year.

£ 39 a¥ 39 d& et Aderesr & AIT SR W 9T
390,000 FHUS fadrat|

* 7 Gold breached the $2,900 per ounce mark for the first time.
Zr T ggell aR $2,900 9fad 39 & T & IR HT 7147



* [ 1] Rupee-Dollar Volatility Over the Years:

1991 Crisis: The rupee was devalued due to an economic crisis.
1991 HFE: 3TTUeh Hehe & SHRUT TUY T HaHeds [hdl IT|

Global Financial Crisis (2008): The rupee depreciated sharply due to capital
outflows.

- 3Rgw AT " (2008): oI AT & HROT 9T doir @ R

e COVID-19 Pandemic (2020): The rupee weakened due to economic slowdown
and global trade disruptions.

» FIfAS-19 FAFTHANT (2020): 371 AT #HSY 3R afRaeh AR STUTHT F HFROT

IIAT HHASIR g3l




e | 2| Historical Gold Trends in India:

* Gold has traditionally been a hedge against inflation and currency
depreciation.

+ WA WO w9 @ Aarehifa 3R qaT e & @emw
UF 9919 @7 ¢

* In 2011, gold reached X30,000 per 10 grams due to global
uncertainties.

- 2011 # g rfafRaaansit & FROr F=T 230,000 9f 10
ITH g



* Economic Aspects | EIEL] gl

* | 1| Reasons for Rupee Depreciation:

* Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) pulling out capital.

- el Ao Faerst qarr et s

* Rising U.S. interest rates attracting investment to the U.S.

« IANFT & sTT &¥ Foo & AU 8T TUEEART gl
* Trade war tensions and global uncertainties.

- MR ey 3R dRgw fafRaaamn|



e | 2 [ Impact of Weak Rupee:

* Increases import costs (e.g., crude oil, electronics).

« TATT AT dedl & (W FTar A, SoFciaFd)!
 Higher inflation due to expensive imported goods.

+ AEN AT AN & FROT AGEHfT a5t gl

* Boosts exports by making Indian goods cheaper globally.

|



e | 3| Gold Prices & Safe Haven Demand:

* Gold is seen as a safe asset during economic uncertainty.
- 31f¥% FfERar § o @ f WA gufy A Srar B

* Investors shift to gold when stock markets decline.

¢ Y IR & fIRTEe & AT [Ades O A [Adr +:a T



* Geographical Aspects | stmfers geel
* | 1| India’s Dependence on Foreign Capital:

* India imports 85% of its crude oil needs, making rupee depreciation
costly.

« IR 9l FTd ool HT TNl ST 85% 3HTATT FIAT §, OaQ
9T FT HIAeAA HE @1 oIl gl

* | 2| Global Trade & Investment:
 Weak rupee makes imports expensive but boosts exports.

-mwmaﬁmmaaﬁmmﬁaﬁm

* India is the second-largest consumer of gold after China.

+ IR AT F I WA FT qUA FIH I3T 3UNHFAT ¢




BIMSTEC Youth Summit



* The Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports officially inaugurated
the first BIMSTEC Youth Summit in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, focused on
promoting cooperation and developing leadership abilities among the
youth from BIMSTEC nations.



BIMSTEC

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation

ez =o¢

Nepal Bhutan Bangladesh India Thailand Myanmar  sri Lanka
7 MEMBER COUNTRIES Objectives of BIMSTEC
- g S To enable environment for rapid economic development.
P

o. To collaborate and mutually assist members on matters
Bhutan %* of common interest.

} = To maintain close and beneficial cooperation with
i "8 existing international and regional organizations.

@ To endeavour to eradicate poverty from the Bay of
= Bengal region.

* To establish multidimensional connectivity, promote

: . TR . ] .
S Lanka \0\ l\;\ &y synergy among connectivity frameworks in the region.

Founded in 1997 through Bangkok Declaration



Location of BIMSTEC in Asia

Secretariat

Dhaka, Bangladesh!®]

Official language

English

Membership

Bl Bangladesh
_ad Bhutan

= India

E.& Myanmar
R Nepal

BEA Sri Lanka
=== Thailand

Leaders
+ Chairmanship

« Secretary
General

=== Thailand (since
March 2022)/“!
== India (since 2023)/°!

Establishment

6 June 1997; 27 years
ago

Area

. 4,876,941 km?
(1,882,997 sq mi) (7th)

Population

- 2020 estimate 1,723,388,648!°!

» Density 353.37/km?
(915.2/sq mi)

GDP (PPP) estimate

- Total A US$18.582 trillion!”!

(3rd)

GDP (nominal)
+ Total

2023 estimate
A $5.225 trillionl”] (4th)




Theme: ‘Youth as a bridge for intra-BIMSTEC exchange’

Aim: The Summit provides a platform for young leaders
from BIMSTEC nations to engage in discussions on
regional cooperation and emerging challenges.










e Sex determination is the biological process that decides whether a
baby develops as a male or female, influenced by genetic and
hormonal factors.

e Humans have 23 pairs of chromosomes, including one pair of sex
chromosomes: XX (female) or XY (male).

e Egg cells always carry an X chromosome, while sperm cells carry either
XorY.

e If a sperm with an X chromosome fertilizes an egg, the baby is female
(XX); if a Y-carrying sperm fertilizes the egg, the baby is male (XY).



e What is the SRY Gene?

 The SRY (Sex-determining Region Y) gene is found on the Y
chromosome and acts as the master switch for male development.

* Function: It activates a cascade of genes that trigger the formation

of testes in the embryo, which then produce testosterone, promoting male
characteristics.

* SRY Absence: If the SRY gene is missing or non-functional, the embryo
develops female reproductive structures by default.




e How SRY Gene Influences Sex Determination?

Normal Process: If the SRY gene is present and functional, the embryo develops

into a male; if absent, it follows the female pathway.

Rare Exceptions: Sometimes, the SRY gene translocates (moves) from the Y

chromosome to the X chromosome due to mutation. This can lead to:

* SRY-Positive Males (XX): Individuals with an SRY-bearing X chromosome
develop as males but remain sterile.

* SRY-Positive Females (XX): In exceptional cases, females carrying the SRY
gene develop normally due to biased X chromosome inactivation, preventing
the gene’s function.



100 GW Solar
Power Capacity




India has crossed 100 GW of installed solar capacity, marking a
key milestone toward its 500 GW non-fossil energy goal by 2030.

Growth in Solar Capacity: It surged over 35 times in the last
decade, rising from 2.82 GW in 2014 to 100 GW in 2025.

The grand total of solar and hybrid projects stands at 296.59 GW.




Solar Contribution to Climate Goals: Solar
power contributes 47% of India’s total
renewable energy capacity.

Top Solar States: Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil

Nadu, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh.

Growth in Manufacturing: Solar module
production capacity surged from 2 GW in
2014 to 60 GW in 2024.




Achieving Climate Goals

C

COP26
Panchamitra
Plan

Non-Fossil Energy Capacity

Achieving 500 GW of non-fossil energy
capacity by 2030.

Renewable Energy Source

Sourcing 50% of energy requirements
from renewable sources by 2030.

Carbon Emission Reduction

Reducing projected carbon emissions by
1 billion tonnes by 2030.

Economic Carbon Intensity

Lowering carbon intensity of the
economy by 45% by 2030.

Net-2ero Goal

Reaching net-zero emissions by 2070.



Baltic Nations



* The three Baltic states
disconnected their electricity
systems from Russia’s power grid
to integrate the countries more
closely with the European Union
and boost security.
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Baltic nations

Baltic states are in the northeastern region of Europe
and contain the countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania,
on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea.

They are bounded on the west and north by the Baltic Sea,
which gives the region its name, on the east by Russia, on the
southeast by Belarus, and on the southwest by Poland.




e Baltic Sea

* The largest expanse of brackish water in the world, the semi-
enclosed and relatively shallow.

* The Baltic Sea is an arm of the North Atlantic Ocean. It is bound by
the Scandinavian Peninsula, the mainland of Northern Europe,
Eastern Europe and Central Europe, and the Danish islands.



* The Baltic Sea is artificially linked
to the White Sea by the White Sea
Canal and to the North Sea by the
Kiel Canal.

* |t includes the Gulf of Bothnia, the
Bay of Bothnia, the Gulf of
Finland, the Gulf of Riga, and the
Bay of Gdansk.

e -
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Exercise ‘Cyclone 2025’



* Exercise ‘Cyclone 2025’ began at the Mahajan Field Firing Range in
Rajasthan .

* Exercise ‘Cyclone 2025’

* It is a joint military exercise between India and Egypt .
 The first edition of the exercise was conducted in 2023 in India.

* It is a 14 day exercise which aims to enhance defence cooperation by
sharing professional skills and improving interoperability of special
forces in desert environments



Word of the day

Canard:
a deliberately misleading fabrication; a false or
improbable account

Usa ge: The book should refute the old canard
that he is guilty.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/canardpro

nternational Phonetic
Alphabet: /kenaid/




Fun fact



The World’s Largest Residential Palace

* The Istana Nurul Iman, the Sultan’s palace, is the largest residential
palace in the world, with 1,788 rooms, 257 bathrooms, and a garage
for 110 cars.






Q from the session



Word of the day

Malapropism:

the unintentional misuse of a word with one that
sounds similar

Synonym: misstatement

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
malapropismpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /maelapiop1zam/
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