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* What is the purpose of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,

20237
f3fSicer cafdderd ser axafor HfRAATA, 2023 &7 368 T

g7
* A. Protect personal data and ensure user privacy / cgfFdarTd 3T I

FI&T AR 3TRerhal Mustrrar Jafaa s

B, Promote data sharing across orgamzatlons / HISAT & T 2T

HTSIT HIAT Fo1aT Soll

C. Strengthen financial regulations / fa<=r eI Holdd Il
D. Encourage cryptocurrency transactlons/m a?l'a?l' Y

qicHIled HLell



* Where will the Flamingo Festival 2025 be held?

FATHIN HiTeaer 2025 el Jfad gem?

e A. Pulicat Lake, Andhra Pradesh / 9faiehe , 3TY geQr

B. Chilika Lake, Odisha / fafersT ?IFI‘ _M
C. Sullurpeta, Andhra Pradeshlm T geer
D. Keoladeo National Park, Rajasthan | hadrea TI'@TI' 3cdldd,

ol ETeT



* What is the main feature of the AnemiaPhone technology adopted by
ICMR?

H@nﬂmmm?@mﬂdchmchaﬁﬂw

faQryar «=ar g7

 A. Detects anemia using a drop of blood / T&h I&Fd C ) 3:{ q
TATRAAT T 94dT 9T §
B. Monitors blood pressure / T&dad & IR HIAT &
C. Measures cholesterol Ievels/aﬂa@l’ﬂ' TAT BT ATIAT %’
D. Provides glucose level tracking/’?ﬁflx_ﬂ' TAT T IR Sear %




* Which country recently revised its trade data to reflect a lower gold
import bill?

fhg U o 8Tl &I H 319a1 A & AT [§f &l »H I
A9 3T ahl JAT™T Thar g7

* A. China / dleT
B. United States / W 5T ARSI

C. India / IR
D. Australia / 3TeeferaT




* What is the main cause of anemia in India?

AR H TAITHAT T T HRUT AT §7

* A. Iron deficiency / m T HHAT

B. Genetic disorders / maaﬂa: TR
C. Malnutrition / HW’I‘I'UT

D. Parasitic mfectlons/tRGﬂa‘T THHT




* What percentage of pregnant women in India are affected by iron
deficiency anemia?

HRT H fohdel gfderd THadr AT IR T FAT F gl
dTel TAIfAAT & 91T 87

e A. 30-40%
B. 50-70%
C. 80-90%
D. Above 90% / 90% & 3118



* What is the Pulicat Lake ecosystem known for?

qferee Sirar aIRFEufadr a7 & fav #=ar afdey &7

* A. Migratory bird habitat / TaT} gf&ray &1 3a™
B. Largest coral reefs in India / IR & HdH &3 HR JF

C. Deep-sea blodlverSItv/W qHa $T aAq ﬁﬁ'ﬂ?ﬂ
D. Dense mangrove forests / e ﬁlﬂ? dol




* Which technology supports real-time anemia diagnosis using mobile
devices?

hlel HI deheileh AldISel 3YRIUINN T 3T Hleh dIEAddsh THI
A TAAAT e &1 GHdT Sl §7?

* A. AnemiaPhone / TAITAATHIT

B. GlucoTrack / ?FI‘?T’@H?
C. HealthBot / ge¥dIc
D. BioScan /




* How often is the Flamingo Festival held in Andhra Pradesh?
mqt%rﬁq—ﬂﬁ?ﬁ%:@aaﬁm?ﬁmmmﬁ

* A. Annually / 8T HTel ‘
B. Biennially / ¥ &I |1 H ‘
C. Every five years / Y 9Tl AT H
D. Monthly / X



 What was Burkina Faso previously known as during French colonial
rule?

e INIHAARNE AHA & GRIA FlehaAT BrEAT A Tgot fhd ATH

ST SATAT AT?

* A. Upper Volta / 379X dlecl
B. Ivory Coast / 3TTSal HITC

C. Gold Coast / Me8 HIEC
D. Mali Federation / HATell Hhaere
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Database of
10,000 human
tavw

ASSAM MINING TRAGEDY
‘Water level affects
rescue operation
NEwS » PAGE 4

genomes
released

Junta air strike Kills
40 in Myanmar
WORLD » PAGE 14

Prep TIME
India-Ireland ODI
series from today
SPORT » PAGE 16

THRISSUR
Playback singer P.

magical voke captivated music
towers for awer six decades,
passed away at 3 private
hospitat in Thrissur on
Thursday. He was 81 » PAGE 3

Modi calls for documenting diaspora hlstory

ssing Pravasi Bharati

country

EHUBANESWAR

auding the journey
| e
Origin across diffe-
rent eras to various coun-
tries, their remarkable
achiévements, and conri-
butions to the societies,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called
for documenting the histo-
ry of the Indian diaspora.
Addressing the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas here, he
said, “The history of the In-
dian diaspora across the
globe, their journeys to va-
elr

rious counts

AAP chief Arvind Kejrwal on
Thursday wrote ta the CEC.
wging to rald BIP's Parvesh
Singh's house for allegedty

distributing £1.100 each to

women, violating the Mocel
Code of Conduct. » PAGE 2

Parents charged
by CBI in death of
‘Walayar sisters

-
The Central Bureau of
Irnestigation (CB) has

found dead hanging at their
house in Walayar in 2017
folioming alleged rape, as
accused in the case. » PAGE 3

After two years of
vacuum, Lebanon
elects new leader

mERUT
Lebanon's Pardiament on
Thursday elected
commander Joseph Aoun as
s

State's Monopoty 0N Weapons
In s speech. » PAGE 12

AAP chief asks EC | remarkable stories of suc-
raid Parvesh cess form a unique
o India’s herit:
r v
spiring stories which de-
NEW DELY set to be told, seen,

and cultural heritage™

Mr. Modi said in a world
in turmoil w0 wars
across the gobe the future
lay in . a symbol of
peace, rather than in war.

n the path
While the world was ex-
panding empires through
the power of the sword.
This is the strength of our
ith the inspira-

< just a decade,
the country has lifted 25
crore people out of pover-
ty. During the same pe-

va Diwas event in Bhubaneswar. PM lauds journey of Persons of Indian Origin and speaks about their
global role: he emphasises Girmitivas, indentured abourers who were sent before Independence to many countries, induding Fiji, sewduzl]ea. Md.hl)\ld. Mauritius

me Minister Narendra Modi being grested by Extemnal Affsirs Mintster 5. Jaishankar in

Key event:
Brutbaneewar on Thursda. A
|od. India has risen from
e

largest. It won't be long be-

fore India secures its
tion as the third largest

econamy in the world,” Mr.
Modi said

and prospects, the Prime

Minister said, “Today’s In-
dia not only firmly asserts

The World patiently listens

he also

to what India 2

‘Why cannot compre-
henstve database of Girmi-
dyas be created? This
could document the villag-
e and Statee they originst-
ed from,

and research on Girmiti-
yas® - Chairs can be
established in universities.

regular intervals, world
Girmitiya conference can
be organised. 1 will tell my
team to explare possibill;
des_on aspect
Frork to cake this Forward.
he sa!

m Prime  Minist
rnemloned ahoul Al
milies migrated

from (.uprat t and settiod In

Oman.
“Their 250 years of jour-
ney is quﬂe inspiring.

he
They setied in, and the
ped th

it
To Bring theif stories o 3
wider films

TelstY b rhun have been
d exhibited.

ahies, an oral L history peo-

ject has ne by d

umenting u‘perlencm

shared by senior-most
of the

documentaries could
produced,” Prime Minister
Modi said.

“There should be study

ty. Similar efforts should be
made on Indian diaspora

Gasping for air

Mo respite: Smog over Kartavya Path on Thursday as New Dethi continues 1o record "very poos”

8.2m. in the NatIoNa! CAPHAL. SUSHL KIMAR VERMA

i quality. The air quabty index was 302 at

Delhi Assembly elections
proving to be a moment of
reckoning for INDIA bloc

NEW DELHI

A wider problem in the I
bloc has come to the

Congress supporting the
Aam Aadmi Party over the
Congress for the Delhi As-

Sena (UBT) Is also leaning
towards the AAP.

Amid the crisis, Jammu

ir Chief Minis-

Hah has

the alliance’s agenda, lea-

dership and future strategy
are not clear.
On W

the media on the Jat

resenvation Issue In New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VESNA

mouthpiece, Saamana, is
critical of the
“The contest in the nenn
-mbly election is
ween EJP and AAP onl)'.
ss party is in the
fray and it is attacking Ar-
vind Kejréwal and AAP in-
stead of BJP.” it said

Reuters
LOS ANGELES

At least two people were
killed as several fast-grow-
ing wildfires raged o\n of
contral on  Wedne

Los Angeles, destroy.
ing hundreds of bul

have expanded un-
impeded slnce they began
on Tue:

The hlggw Blami 1ok
ed

Smoke
Los Angeles on Wednesdsy. A5p

beach towns of Santa Mon-

ica and Malibu that is

home to many film, televi-
and music

bourhood In west Los An-
geles County between the

cam
"

s County Fire Chief An-

sald at a

sele:
thony Marrone

billows: A Bank of America buldng enguifed in flames in

conference
Wednesday.

press

in Altadena, near Pasade-
o ok il st v
pofsed there, thoush of
glals said they did not e
further detail

The Hurst fire, in Sylmar

Wildfires rage out of control near Los Angeles,
killing at least two; 70,000 asked to evacuate

and residents began evac-
uating after the fires broke
on Tuesday, roads
were so jammed that some
people abandoned their
wvehicles to escape the fire.

in the San Valley

northwest of Los Angeles.

eeded 500 acres.

All theae fires were 0% con-
tained, officials said.

A~ high number~ of sig-

were going door to door to

vin Newsom declared a
state of emergency om
Tuesday. President Joe Bi-
den to visita San-
ta Monica fire stai

briefing from fire officials
on Wedneaday, the Whice
House

‘Within minutes, the Trina-
mool's Rajya Sabha leader
Derek O'Brien, posted

X, quoting Mr. Ke_)rnnals
post, and “We have

Refusing to pick sides bet-
ween the AAP and the Con-
gress, Mr. Al ead
raised an existential ques-
ton. “After the Assembly
election Delhi, they
old call all the Snismcy

Congress had mled tw© glve

pit e
rounds of negotiation. The
Left parties have expressed
disappointment that the

Rashtriya Ja-

ment, ses
nata Dal le: ormer
Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-

cided, at the very onset of
the INDLA bloc, that it was
limited to the Lok Sabha

Party. the parliamentary elec-  election only. As far as Bi-
The Shiv Sena (UBT) don, & should be wound  har is concerned, we
castigate up, and we will work sepa-  been together since the be-
making personal attacks  rately. But if it is meant for ning™ Mr. Yadav told
on M!. Kejriwal, wen. r. Bi-
ing him a “traitor”, but  we will llzve sit togethe: har is set to g) m lhe polls
iR thae e 1o ot yetse-  and work collectively.” \'.he at the end of this year.

lecting one over the other.
“We have not yet officially
declared our support to
AAP. Both AAP and Con-
gress are our friends. But it
s true that Kejriwal
s stronger at present.” se-

want both of them to re-
solve this without much
Uddhav

gusty
cast to persist
the day.
- We are absolusely not
An-

of danger yet,” Los

Beles ity Fire Chief Kris-
ten Crowley said.

As the flames spread

Donald
m.lrl’lp. whn takes office in
two Mr.

nvironmental
policias for the disaster ina
Truth Social

Thackeray will meet the
media tomorrow eve
where he will clarify the
party’s stand.™

The editorial on the Del-
hi election in the party’s

J&K Chief Minister
presspersons in lammu,
The last meeting of the IN-
DIA bloc was held on June
1, just before the Lok Sabha
election_ results were an-
nounc:
lxlsnmt.heﬁls(dmeme

hya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
hattisgarh  elec-
dons, similar questions

had cropped up, since the

Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) Polit Bureau

ngress and
“CPI00 is fighing
T seate lin Delhil

ctend sUEpOrS to

other Left
fighting on a couple of
seats. In all other seats, we
will support the strongest
candidate against the BJP.
Our slogan Is ‘Defeat BJP,
save Delhi’,” she said.
(With inputs from Amir
Bhelari in Patna and Peer-
zada Ashiq in Srinagar)
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With BJP’s first list having
many turncoats, Nadda
seeks to quell rebellion

Satvika M

of days, party president).P.
pan‘lﬂpal m e]x-

m manageme:
e at the Delhi BIP ofice
on y.
BJP sources said Mr.
Nadda called upon party
leaders not gewing ticket to
ensure for all its 70
candidates instead of get-
ting disheartened.

This comes as the par-
ty’s first list featured eight
turncoats among the 29

andidates. A source said
party cadre was dis-

h.eax!ened by the abse:
and fresh faces n

and have
he polls in 2013 and

Ghrsea present during
Mr. Nadda's address said
he asked the BIP cadre to

sorting to rebellion.
BIP has failed to form a go-
vernment in the national
capital for 26 years, which

P Nadda nmnggmea by Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva

ataparty Thursdary.

is wh) these polls are ex-
crucial for it.

The BJP chief raised the
issue of migrant voters in
the capital, especially peo-

Purvanchal

belt, nngmmg them as a
large voter base of the
party.

Mr. Nadda. slamming

statements alleging fraudu-

lent additions to the voter
Iist, said, “Mr. Kejriwal,
who has been looting Delhi

for the past 10 years by
creating a disaster of cor-

susmiL

ruption, started ﬂea.ring de-
feat and he got agitated

voters. The people of Delhi
will definitely give him a
reply by uprooting him
from power™

However, the first lst of

hya
Ladli Behna Yo-
Subha-

party’s first list.

PM to open Z-Morh tunnel, a key
part of Kashmir-Ladakh corridor

open for visitors aruund the vear: it

RINAGAR

he Z-Morh tunnel is
set 1o become the
first major mies-

tone in the effort to build a
egic between
Ladakh

lier, snowfall and avalan
2 Would cut off the tourist
R

i will be Ar. Modis
first visit to Kashmir since
an

Théne faa need 1o openup
winte

Aview of the Z-Morh tunnel that conNects GaEangr and SONIMANE. FLE PHOTS

sald. An intelligent traffic
system will

took over the reins in the
Union Territory. A security
assessment of the project
as done on Thursday to
seI up foolproof securiry
arrangements ahead of the
PAL's visit. Security across
the Valley, especially in sn-

ter now,” said Sajid Ma-
jeed, a hotelier.

At present, most hotels
remain closed because of
unreliable road access and

i e checkpolnes
set up on the main roads.

Built under the moun-
win glacier of Thajiwas
Glacle:

are
tic about the tunnel “It
was much needed to have
Sonamarg on the winter
tourism map of Kashmir.

prone pock-
et of the rosd, officials

malke 1 easier to control
the flow of vehicles and

in the valley,” Mr.

v 13, the tunnel in Ganderbal district, is kev to keeping the tourist destination of Sonamarg
touted as a milestone in building the strategic corridor between Kashmir and Ladakh

The project faced a ma-
Jjor militant arrack on Oc-
tober 21 last year, which
left seven APCO Infratech
workers, including a doc-
tor, dead at the construc-

e zmm): will lead t

range atr Zojila Pass tw
reach the Kargil distric

. The 13.14-km long
tunnel is coming up at a

horseshoe-shaped single-
tube, two-lane wnnel will
der the Zojila sts

sasd in a post on X..

Strategic route
Built at a cost of 22,680

tunnel is 10.8 metres long,
witha

days. This assec will be a
game changer for the ex-
pansion of winter tourism

shaped escape tunnel of

7.5 metres, D-shaped venti-

lation tunnel of 8.3 mecres,
major culverts of 110

metres and 270 metres,

and ome small

which is 30 metres long.

Kachmir and Drass rown fn

Kargil.
It will bring the travel
time from three hours to

stay closed till Apeil.

Admit cards
and fake OMR
sheets of NEET
seized in Bihar

PATNA

The Bihar Police on Thurs-
it cards and

room on the Patna Medical
College and Hospital cam-
pus.

Halfburnt 100 and
T500 notes, coming to
22.75 lakh,

Congress says Union Budget
must end ‘tax terrorism’
and ‘loot]ng’ of the public

NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Union Bud-

1n a post on X, Congress

were
from the room gutted on
Tuesday night

Ajay Kumar from Sa-
mastipur, who is a post-
graduate, was st in

aying
the room. He is suspected
S s

occu many
does not pay heed to the

of the el. We have
seized all the documents
and have sought a detaled
report about every d
ment from the college
the

Kharge said the GST could
stand for the -Gabbar

Matkarmn Kharge

said. “The Congress party
demands that in the up-
coming general Budget.
Modi should

and lower income groups.
He alleged that nine dif-
ferent GST rates made the
surd™
‘ns:ead of a “Good & Sim-
ple Tax". He noted that the
GST is a tax on pu-
blic consumption, arguing
that by celebrating record
tax collections, the Modi
ernment is -rubb:
the wounds of the
people”. He said income
tax collections had in-
creased by 240% in the
past five years while GST

nister Nirmala Sitharaman.
~Whatever name we call
BJP"s GST, one thing Is cer-

middle class” Mr. Kharge

Rattled by GST
success, Cong.
misleading
people: BJP

NEW DELL

The Bharariya Janata Party
on Thursday accused the

MP Syed Zafar islam, in a
ress 4 the

CBI registers a fresh case
against Karti Chidambaram
for ‘bid’ to help liquor firm

NEW DELHI

The CB1 his registered 2
case

and

Chidambaram for allegedly

giving relief to alkcoholic
age

P
Congress was “ratted by
the and

o
Sco(land over a ban on
sale of its wmsky.

success of GST because it
no r any loo-
pholes, depriving Con-
gress of opportunities for

put an end to tax
and looting of the public ™
Multiple slabs

His comments came on a
day when the Congress

only 3% GST is collected
from the billionaires, while
tax rate has

the government provide
relief to the middie class

been reduced from 30% to
22%. For the first time, GST
b 3

Singh Tax", and
calling it “Tax o
despite the fact thas it was
that

of

the farmer,” he noted.

firat
cept of GST." he phviy

officials said Th:

The case pertains to an

alleged suspicious pay-

ment to Advantage
it

kararaman by Diageo Scot-
tand and Sequoia Capitals,
the CBI FIR said.
Enquiry remaled that
out of v:
FIPS enquired into, It was
that Diageo Scodand
and Sequola Capitals have

Karti Chidambaram

Kartd
his close aide S. Bhaskara-
raman,” it said.

‘The agency alleged that
its enquiry has found that

Diageo Scotland, U.K. used
to import duty-free John-

nie Walker whisky.
No immediate reaction
was available from the sus-

pects named in the FIR.
In April 2005, the Indla

ad a_monopoly over the

sale of imported duty-free
. put an embargo on

the sale of the

Groups _ duty-free pro-

ducts, which resulted in a

ing help in lifting the ban

made payments of
5!5.000 1o Advan Stra-
tegic Consulting, which
took It in the guise of “con-
sultancy fee™.

Telcos, Centre gear up to tackle tele-density at

NEW DELHI
The last time pilgrims
the

thronged the Maha Kumbh
Mela in 2013, 4G had been

in Prayagraj comes at a
<

cannot say anything at pre-
Sentunlens wa verify ll the
ts — whether it is
0l or for what purpase it
was kept inside the room.~
n 2024, a leak

ple by the Central Bureau
of Investigation.
Bihar was the epicentre
of the s
cm
x

with 5G connectivity ex-

panded to practically ev-

ery district in India, build-

Ing up to what will likely be
t

tele-density in human

tees per day, though some
days like Makar Sankranti

ustling venwe: Sachus take part
Various sects for the Maha Kumbh

will likely see a spike that is
number.
While the State govern-
ment is iccustomed
most arrangements
such a large gathering re-
quires, this year the Unson
government and telecom
operators are facing a un-

in the 'Pestra:

i’ procession, which marks the arrval of members of
Mela 2025 in Prayagral on Thursday, aw

e been in-

ue millios
of people ga:hm‘ed = a sin-

structed
ced

o deploy ad-
and

tions said in a statement.
“We have to design the

system for the peak capac-

iy~ Union Minister for

Kumbh

wheels ( ble tow-
re) and 150 mudoor small
cell solutions are being de-
ployed, ensuring smooth

rowd-

tion Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw told The Hindu
interview  on

naw ssid, referring to the

ration of the Ram

Nandir i Ayodhya last Ja:

nuary. There was also the
of

in o
ed zones,” the DoT said in
anote.

No telecom service has
ever been tested for the
density levels expected in
the Mela and the Laws of
physics and the reality of
electromagnets

ble, may be too

for the G20 Summic he  congested for pilgrims to

said, adding that the Mela  have a smooth data expe-

was. however, -a mwxh  rlence all of tme

bigger challenge™. While everyone in a par-
~Over a hundred kilo- tcular s may not be

metres of extra optical
fibre has been laid” Mr

ple expected to attend the
world's largest religious
gathering™, the Depart-
ment of Tele(onununim~

~To cater to the massive
demand, 78 cells on

telecom operators have set
up “disaster man.
CEntres in order to facill-
tate emergency communi-
cations, in close coordina-
ton with local
~This

mplate
I\!l Vaishnaw

for d’le world,”

Volunteers

NEW DELHI

In a bid to foster a culture
of le  ani

A memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed on
Thursday to provide legal
training to civil society

mbers who support the

SPCAS) an
Welfare Boards in their ef-
forts to assist animals.

A statement sald that
the MoU will help in train-
ing honorary animal wel-
fare representatives who
apply with AWBL

@ Amx




PM to open Z-Morh tunnel, a key
part of Kashmir-Ladakh corridor

To be inaugurated on January 13, the tunnel, in Ganderbal district, is key to keeping the tourist destination of Sonamarg

open for visitors around the year; it is touted as a milestone in building the strategic corridor between Kashmir and Ladakh

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

he Z-Morh tunnel is
T set to become the

first major miles-
tone in the effort to build a
strategic corridor between
Kashmir and Ladakh
which is open all through
the year, with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi slated to
inaugurate it on January 13.

The tunnel, in Gander-
bal district, is key to keep-
ing the tourist destination
of Sonamarg open for visi-
tors around the year. Ear-
lier, snowfall and avalanch-
es would cut off the tourist
spot every winter.

This will be Mr. Modi’s
first visit to Kashmir since
an elected government
took over the reins in the
Union Territory. A security
assessment of the project
was done on Thursday to
set up foolproof security
arrangements ahead of the
PM’s visit. Security across
the Valley, especially in Sri-
nagar, has been stepped up
and additional checkpoints
set up on the main roads.

Hoteliers are enthusias-
tic about the tunnel. “It
was much needed to have
Sonamarg on the winter
tourism map of Kashmir.

Aview of the Z-Morh tunnel that connects Gagangir and Sonamarg,. FILE PHOTO

There is a need to open up
new winter destinations in
Kashmir given the growing
footfall. It would be safe to
drive to Sonamarg in win-
ter now,” said Sajid Ma-
jeed, a hotelier.

At present, most hotels
remain closed because of
unreliable road access and
infrastructure problems.

Built under the moun-
tain glacier of Thajiwas
Glacier between Gagangir
and Sonamarg, the tunnel
bypasses the landslide-
and avalanche-prone pock-
ets of the road, officials

said. An intelligent traffic
management system will
make it easier to control
the flow of vehicles and
will also open up the Thaji-
was Glacier and Sindh Riv-
er for adventure tourism,
an official added.

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also welcomed
the tunnel. “J&K, especial-
ly central Kashmir, looks
forward to the inaugura-
tion of a vital piece of in-
frastructure in the coming
days. This asset will be a
game changer for the ex-
pansion of winter tourism

in the valley,” Mr. Abdullah
said in a post on X.

Strategic route

Built at a cost of 32,680
crore, the 6.5-km long two-
lane tunnel is a key feature
of the strategic access
route to Ladakh. The main
tunnel is 10.8 metres long,
with a modified horseshoe-
shaped escape tunnel of
7.5 metres, D-shaped venti-
lation tunnel of 8.3 metres,
two major culverts of 110
metres and 270 metres,
and one small culvert
which is 30 metres long.

The project faced a ma-
jor militant attack on Oc-
tober 21 last year, which
left seven APCO Infratech
workers, including a doc-
tor, dead at the construc-
tion site.

The Z-Morh will lead to-

wards the Zojila tunnel,
which is being constructed
nearby. The Zojila, Asia’s
longest tunnel will cut
through the Himalayan
range at Zojila Pass to
reach the Kargil district in
Ladakh. The 13.14-km long
tunnel is coming up at a
cost of 6,800 crore. Offi-
cials said a 7.57-metre long
horseshoe-shaped single-
tube, two-lane tunnel will
pass under the Zojila Pass
between Ganderbal in
Kashmir and Drass town in
Kargil.
“It will bring the travel
time from three hours to
20 minutes between Gan-
derbal and Kargil,” officials
said. Ladakh is currently
cut off during winter, as
the Zojila Pass, the only
road that connects Kash-
mir with Ladakh, is closed
in December, with its reo-
pening dependent on the
melting of snow at moun-
tain passes along its route.
At times, the road would
stay closed till April.
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Tunnels in Jammu & Kashmir
Context: The Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways will lay the
foundation stone of various National Highway (NH) Projects and will
review and inspect Z-Morh and Zojila Tunnel in the Union Territory of

Jammu & Kashmir.
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e Overview

* The Z-Morh tunnel, located in Ganderbal district, is set to be
inaugurated on January 13 by the Prime Minister.

* It is a major milestone in developing a year-round strategic corridor
between Kashmir and Ladakh.
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 Tourism Boost

* The tunnel will ensure Sonamarg remains accessible year-round,
overcoming closures caused by snowfall and avalanches.
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* Technical Details
* Total length: 13.14 km.

* Features: 7.57-meter-wide horseshoe-shaped single tube, two-lane
tunnel with two major culverts and 270 meters of minor culverts.
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1.Strategic Importance

1. Links to Zojila Tunnel, which will improve connectivity between Ganderbal
and Kargil.

2. SNl ToAel & S3 MeIdel R FRETT & T FHelfFeiadl |
FUR M|

3. Prowdes an alternative route bypassing avalanche-prone areas, ensuring
safer travel.
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* Challenges and Security

* The project faced a militant attack in October 2024, resulting in

casualties.
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* Enhanced security measures have been implemented in the region

ahead of the inauguration.
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Economic and Tourism Impact

Economic Investment

e The project cost is 2,680 crore, reflecting significant economic investment in the region.

o IRANSTAT T AT X2,680 FUF &, S &1 H Hgcaqor e Ader & gairdr &

Adventure Tourism

e Expected to open access to Thajiwas Glacier and Sindh River for adventure sports.
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Travel Time Reduction

e Will cut travel time from three hours to 20 minutes between Ganderbal and Kargil during winter.
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Centre intensifies campaign
against TB in prisons

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (ME

written to all the States and

WTs) i

1A) has
e Union Territories

on tuberculosts (TB) elimination in prisons and

carrectional institutions as part

of the Unlon

Siecase from India. The Home Ministry Tas asked

states and UTs

inmates in cos

department, state TB officers an
that

officers. It

to organise screening camps
(Nikshay Shiviry in all prisons,
nsultation with the state he:

covering all prison
alth
district TB

and lack of awareness are

among the key

challenges in controlling T8 inside prisons.

The ‘Genome India

NEW DELHI

ndia has completed
and made available a

year-long compilation

A first analysis of the ge.
nomes_estimates

27 million low ency
{or relatively rare) varianes,
with 7 million of them not
found in similar reference
databases around the
world. Certain population
groups show higher fre-
quencies of alleles, or diffe-
e versians of the same
gene. Over the last two de-

Amajor focus of the indian reference genomes is to have

researchers stady

cades, ountries
have -Jeaxed sisbases of

sks, adverse drug
reactions, establishing ge-
nealogy and DNA-profiling
databases.
However, a major focus
of the Indian reference ge-
mes have research-

ers sudy diseases. “The
discoveries from Genome
India are not just scientific
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and Technology Jitendra
si

dent panel with a commit-

India releases compilation
of 10,000 human genomes
from 83 population groups

database will be available to researchers across the world: it will serve asa

template for investigations into disease, drug therapy; PM s it will strengthen biotech economy

oups, this da-
ta will not be classified by
e names of castes or
tribes but will be numeri-
@y coded, Rajesh Gok-
Secretary, Depart-
ent of Ehxe:hnology.

told The Hindue.
bing the project

= e . Prime
ter Nai Mods, In e
address, said this

paved the way for India
strengthening the biotech-
economy as well as
biotechnology-based
manufacturing.

Experts said thac while
tion of In-

ze-
nom costs are
a limiting factor, a million
would dramatically scale
insight into India's genetic
diversity,” sald Kumaras-
w of the

one of the project leaders.

Justice B.N. Srikrishna
to chair panel for ID
verification firm Equal

NEW DELHI

The former Supreme Court
judge Justice B.N. Srikrish-
ha (retd) will chair the
dvisory

digital ihtegration with
several [D providers.

The appolintment
comes as the government
finalises the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Rules,
2025, to implement the
DPDP Act, 2025.
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mittee formed by the Un-
ion Ministry of Electronics
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tection law.

port,
was eventually not taken
up.

Justice Srikrishna has al-
so headed the Sixth Pay
Commission, chaired the
Financial Sector Legislative

rd fe
Equal will counsel the ac-
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ney. Account aggregators

a key priority
for the government.
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The Hindu businessline Agri and
Commodity Summit to be held today

CHENNAI

The Hindu businessiine

zing climare-
be organised in New Delhi
on Friday.

With an aim to foster ac-
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and Rural Development,
will deliver the keynote ad-

dress.
A session on “Why the
monsoon has been raining
woes over the past few
years™ will have e
Tellists inchading B.5. Pal,
Scientist G, India Meteoro-

rtment: Na-
bansu Chattopadhyay. Di-
rector, Agricultural
Meteorology  Division,

World Meteorological Or-
ganisation;

iriative.
ession on “Overcom-
lng Climate change with
new seeds, strategies” will
have Venkatram Vasanta-
vada, Director, FSII and
MD & CEO, Seedworks In-
ternational; Simon Wie-

busch, MD & CEO, Bayer

Soundal

Interactions with
*Drone Didis” and "Solar Di-
dis* will add another inter-
esting aspect to the sum-
mit.

The last session will be

co: V.S. Sanjai, GM, ABU,
State Bank of India and
Ashutosh Kumar, GM, NA-
BARD.

The Hindu businessline
Agri and modity Sum-
mit, 2025 s presented by

NABARD and
by Federation of Seed g
dustry of Inda (FSSD) in as-
soctation with Yara.

rs
are NCDEX, Indofil, Bayer,
Hindustan Urvarak and Ra-

an Ltd, Kribhco Agri,
NSE, Aqua Group and Ta-

As Meta shifts away from professional
fact-checkers, Indian firms await clarity

NEW DELHI

indian fact-checking or-
ganisations are on tenter-
hooks as they await the
consequences of Meta’s de-
cision to abandon its part-
nerships with professional

munity-led model, starting
with the U.S.

The change has accom-
panied the partisan at-
mosphere that has enve-
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comment on the Meta an-
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change will be implement-
¢ countries. Part-
nershtps with firms such as
Meta are a key source of re-
venue for certain fact-
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Indian law on fact-
checking has been chal-
lenged in courts. The Su-
preme Court has staved

Notes on X has been im-
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Justice B.N. Srikrishna
to chair panel for ID
verification firm Equal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The former Supreme Court
judge Justice B.N. Srikrish-
na (retd.) will chair the
newly formed Advisory
Board of the ID verification
and data sharing platform
Equal. The firm provides
identity authentication ser-
vices for large firms, boast-
ing digital integration with
several ID providers.

The appointment
comes as the government
finalises the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Rules,
2025, to implement the
DPDP Act, 2023.

Justice Srikrishna was
the chair of the first com-
mittee formed by the Un-
ion Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy to formulate a data pro-
tection law.

That committee’s re-
port, submitted in 2018,
was eventually not taken
up.
Justice Srikrishna has al-
so headed the Sixth Pay
Commission, chaired the
Financial Sector Legislative
Reforms Commission, and
also led the Expert Com-
mittee on Arbitration Law
to propose reforms to the
Arbitration & Conciliation
Act, 1996.

The Advisory Board for
Equal will counsel the ac-
count aggregator OneMo-
ney. Account aggregators

Justice B.N. Srikrishna

are firms that provide In-
dians with a consolidated
view of their financial data,
a key digitisation priority
for the government.

The commitment of two
firms enable “secure, com-
pliant and consent-driven
data sharing aligns closely
with my work in safeguard-
ing privacy and fostering
trust in technology-based
democratisation of pro-
ducts and services”, Justice
Srikrishna said in a state-
ment provided by Equal.
“Together, we aim to
create frameworks that not
only drive innovation but
also set global benchmarks
for ethical data usage and
business practices.”

The Advisory Board in-
cludes retired central
bankers and bureaucrats
who have been key in esta-
blishing and maintaining
key digitisation priorities.




* Justice B.N. Srikrishna to Chair Panel for ID Verification Firm Equal

e Overview

* Justice B.N. Srikrishna (Retd.), former Supreme Court judge, has been
appointed as the chairperson of the Advisory Board for the ID verification

and data-sharing platform Equal.

* This firm specializes in providing identity authentication services for large
organizations with digital integration capabilities.
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* Advisory Board's Role

* The board will oversee data-sharing frameworks and ensure
compliance and privacy safeguards for account aggregators like
OneMoney.
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Justice Srikrishna's Background

Headed the Sixth Pay Commission and the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms
Commission.

Drafted the 2018 Data Protection Law, though it was not implemented.

Chaired the Arbitration Law Reform Committee to propose changes to the Arbitration
and Conciliation Act, 1996.
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e Equal’s Services and Vision

* Provides secure and compliant data-sharing solutions for financial
data aggregation.

e Safeguards privacy and fosters trust in digital services.
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Data Protection and Compliance

e Aligns with the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules, 2025, ensuring ethical data usage.

- BfScer safFaera Ser waTor (DPDP) f¥H, 2025 & 31T&T STl & &ifdeh 3UANT AT FiATad
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Global Standards

e Aims to set benchmarks for ethical data usage and business practices.
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Expert Panel Members

e Includes retired central bankers and bureaucrats with expertise in digitization.
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As Meta shifts away from professional
fact-checkers, Indian firms await clarity

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Indian fact-checking or-
ganisations are on tenter-
hooks as they await the
consequences of Meta’s de-
cision to abandon its part-
nerships with professional
fact-checking  organisa-
tions in favour of a com-
munity-led model, starting
with the U.S.

The change has accom-
panied the partisan at-
mosphere that has enve-
loped fact-checking in the
U.S., where the election of
Donald Trump as Presi-
dent has driven an ideolog-
ical reorientation among
Big Tech firms.

Amitabh Kumar, foun-
der of Social and Media
Matters, which has worked
with social media plat-
forms, said he was trying
to keep an open mind on
Meta’s move. But he said
there were concrete rea-
sons that led to the intro-

XN Metq

Partnerships with firms like
Meta is a key source of revenue
for certain fact-checking firms.

duction of fact-checking
on social media platforms.
“Cambridge Analytica hap-
pened because of Face-
book,” he said, recalling
how the firm’s user data
were used for behavioural
campaigns.

There was also scrutiny
of the firm’s role in shaping
opinions leading up to
Brexit, the United King-
dom’s decision to leave the
European Union. “Fact-
checkers were brought in
to counter this,” he said.
But Mr. Trump’s election
and the divisive rhetoric

around fact-checking in
the U.S., which drew criti-
cism during the COVID-19
pandemic as posts and ac-
counts were being taken
down or flagged at a time
when there wasn’t yet total
consensus among scien-
tists on the disease’s caus-
es and origins or the risks
around its vaccines, have
led to resentment towards
professional fact-checking
by social media platforms.

Meta CEO Mark Zucker-
berg said fact-checking or-
ganisations had behaved in
a “partisan” way. He added
that the new community
system would face fewer
accusations of bias.

As The Hindu had re-
ported last May, the imple-
mentation of Community
Notes on X has been im-
peded by a requirement
that people across the ide-
ological spectrum must
agree on the inclusion of a
fact-check on a post. This
requirement has led to pol-

itical misinformation in
particular going un-
checked frequently.

Two senior fact-check-
ing executives contacted
by The Hindu declined to
comment on the Meta an-
nouncement’s  implica-
tions for India, citing un-
certainty on immediate
consequences. Meta has
not released any timeline
for if and when such a
change will be implement-
ed in other countries. Part-
nerships with firms such as
Meta are a key source of re-
venue for certain fact-
checking firms.

Indian law on fact-
checking has been chal-
lenged in courts. The Su-
preme Court has stayed
the notification of a fact-
check unit of the Press In-
formation Bureau from
having the power to flag
posts as misinformation
and strip social media plat-
forms’ immunity from lia-
bility under the law.



e Overview

* Meta has decided to transition from partnerships with professional
fact-checking organizations to a community-led model, starting in
the U.S.
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* Impact on Fact-Checking

* Partnerships with Meta are a key revenue source for fact-checking

firms globally, including Indian firms.
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 Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg cited concerns over partisan behavior of

fact-checkers as a reason for the shift.
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* Background

* The decision follows criticism during the COVID-19 pandemic, where
posts were flagged despite a lack of scientific consensus.

I8 A9 covID-19 AR & R 3rellg«dr & §1¢ 31137 g,
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* Events such as the 2016 U.S. Presidential election and the Brexit
referendum also influenced Meta’s scrutiny of fact- checking
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1.Indian Context
1. Indian fact-checking has faced legal challenges.
2. AR # there-dfher &1 Hiefl) Al I HHAT AT T8T B
3. The Supreme Court has stayed the Press Information Bureau's (PIB) authority
to flag posts as misinformation, which shields platforms from liability under
the law.
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* Uncertainty for Indian Firms

* Indian fact-checking firms are uncertain about how Meta's decision
will impact them.

» AR thare-dfher wAT F Ig TISC 18T & T Meta FT Tg
AU 3e¢ ha TATAdT |

* Two senior fact-checking executives declined to comment on the
implications for India.

« 3T ISE thae-dfhar ITURRAT o7 ART & ToIT b THTGT
g fCouofl el § SR R [T




1.Legal and Ethical Issues

1. The requirement for ideological consensus in Community Notes has raised
concerns about bias and effectiveness.

2. QrHCIA Alcd H 4R WgAfa $1 Araegsdr o q@ag 3R
garTaeiierar W RIare a1 & 5



India’s ranking drops
to 85th in Henley

Passport Index

INDIA'S RANKING HAS
@ dropped by five points
PASS to 85 thisyearina
global passport index,
topped by Singapore for the
second consecutive year. Henley
Passport Index is considered the
standard reference tool for
global citizens and sovereign
states when assessing where a
passport ranks on the global
mobility spectrum.
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* Recently, Indonesia has officially joined the BRICS group as the 10th
member, effective from January 2025.

* BRICS:

* About: BRICS is an intergovernmental informal grouping of 10
emerging economies of the world.

* BRICS stands for the original founding members, Brazil, Russia, India,
and China, with South Africa joining in 2010.



In 2024, Iran, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Egypt,
Ethiopia, and Saudi Arabia also became its members.

Argentina was initially expected to join the group in 2024
but later decided against it.

The first BRIC Summit was held in Russia in 2009.




e Significance:

* Economic Influence: Prior to Indonesia's membership, BRICS
represented 35% of global GDP and 46% of the world's population.
Counterbalance to

 G7: Aims to strengthen the influence of emerging economies and
counter the dominance of the Western-led global financial system like
G7.



* Future Agendas for BRICS:

 Reduce reliance on the US dollar in international transactions,
strengthening local currencies and promoting non-dollar transactions,
potentially reshaping global trade and finance.

* |t aims to promote greater equity, inclusivity, and reforms in global
institutions such as the IMF and UN.



BRICS Expands Footprint
in the Global South

G7 and BRICS member countries (as of Jan. 4, 2023)

G/

B BRICS ‘

¥ New BRICS = Indonesia
Members* “  Joined BRICS

* Formally joined on Jan. 1, 2024
Source: Statista research



Bhashini Project




* The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology’s Bhashini
project has been leveraged to upgrade the eShram portal with 22
languages.

* Bhashini Project

* It was launched in 2022. It is part of the broader National Language
Translation Mission (NLTM).

* It aims to enable easy access to the internet and digital services in
Indian languages, including voice-based access, and help create
content in Indian languages.



Future of Jobs
Report 2025




The Future of Jobs Report 2025 is released by the World Economic Forum (WEF).

Key Takeaways

Job Disruption and Creation: By 2030, 22% of jobs are expected to face disruption. 170
million new jobs will be created, driven by technological advancements and other factors.

Fastest Growing Jobs: Employers are increasingly looking to automation and Al to reduce
workforce size and upskill employees.

e Al and big data skills will rise by 87%, followed by cybersecurity (70%).



Fastest Declining Jobs: Roles such as postal service clerks,
bank tellers, data entry clerks, cashiers, and telemarketers are
expected to experience the greatest decline.

India-Specific Insights: Digital access, geopolitical tensions, and
climate change efforts will drive job trends in India.

e There is significant investment in Al, robotics, autonomous systems, and
energy technologies.



* About World Economic Forum (WEF)

* The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international organization for
public-private cooperation.

* It was founded in 1971 by Professor Klaus Schwab and is
headquartered in Davos, Switzerland.

 The WEF brings together leaders from business, government,
academia, and civil society to discuss and address global challenges,
with the aim of improving the state of the world.






» Named after Japanes
botanist Akira Miyvawaki
who invented it

> It involves planting of
several species very
close together in a small
pit

»> Plants draw nutrients
from ecach other and
become healthy

» A dense forest, which
grows naturally in 300
years is created in 30-35
years

» Trees grow 10 times
faster, and absorb 30
times more carbon
dioxide

» Density is 30 times
that of normal tree
plantations

MNAWAK! FORSSTS IN VADODARA
Private farm, Sun VMC's Rajivnagar
PharmaRoad STP, Harni

Area | 12,000 Areca | 16,000
sQuare feet square feet
Number of trees Number of trees
planted | 3,500 planted | 4,000

Bhoj village, Padra

. Forest department's demonstration plot
| Area | 30 x 10 metre

- Number of trees planted | 831




Miyawaki Forest Layers







* The Prayagraj Municipal Corporation has utilized the Miyawaki
technique to transform barren areas into lush green forests.
* Miyawaki Technique

* Origin: The Miyawaki technique, Often referred to as the ‘pot
plantation method’, was developed by renowned Japanese
botanist Akira Miyawaki in the 1970s.

* |tis a revolutionary method for creating dense forests in small urban spaces.



Principle: It involves planting trees and shrubs close to one another to

accelerate their growth.

e Plants grow 10 times faster with this technique, making it a practical solution for urban
areas.

Significance: In urban areas, the method is known to have successfully

converted barren, polluted lands into thriving green ecosystems,
simultaneously managing industrial waste and curbing pollution.







Habitat : Flamingos live in a wide variety of habitats such as lagoons,
estuaries, coastal and inland lakes, and mudflats.

Types : The six flamingo species and their IUCN Red List status are

e The greater flamingo, — Least Concern

e Chilean flamingo, — Near Threatened
e American flamingo — Least Concern

e Lesser flamingo — Near Threatened
e Andean flamingo —Vulnerable

e James’s flamingo(puna flamingo) — Near Threatened



e Status in India : Greater flamingos usually migrate to India from
Israel, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.the greater flamingo is the State bird
of Gujarat

* Lesser flamingos migrate from Siberia to Mumbai via the Rann of Kutch in
Gujarat.



Word of the day

Ringer:

a person who rings the church bells (for
summoning the congregation); a person who
is almost identical to another; a contestant
entered in a competition under false pretenses

Synonyms: bell ringer, toller, clone

Usa g€ He has established himself as the
ringer of the new church.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ringerpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: faina(s)/
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* What is the key significance of the Z-Morh Tunnel in Jammu and
Kashmir?

SFH 3R FAR A AS-Alg STl T HET HAged &1 g7

* A. Boosts year-round connectivity between Kashmir and Ladakh /
wmtaﬁtmﬂ:aﬁamaﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬂmam
B. First underwater tunnel in India / AT $Y tl%?-ﬁ' 3} A

C. Promotes tourism in Leh only / hdel 33' H T Al derdar ol
D. Connects India with China / HIRd Y el o Eﬁg?ﬁ %




 What is the total length of the Z-Morh Tunnel?

AS-Alg Tolol hl $ol SIS FIT 87

*A.11.5 km
B. 13.14 km
C. 15 km
D. 10.75 km




* What is the strategic importance of the Zojila Tunnel?

SIITSTAT Salol T I0TalTdeh HAged AT 87
* A. Connects Sonamarg with Leh / @7H &I g & CIEG] g

B. Enhances safety by bypassing avalanche-prone areas /

JauT &1 HI IR FIA §C FIE&T Fer
C. Provides shortest routé to Srlnagar / AT & T gad |Ier

AT YTl HTaAT
D. Supports military logistics only / &ael AT WS FT FATT FIAT




* What is the primary focus of the Bhashini Project launched by MeitY?

MeltY%_C\dl{l A& U T ATIVON IRANSTAT T TATHS ey
T 29

* A. Promotes internet access in regional languages / &y AT A
gelolc TFAY FY dGEr el

B. Provides Al-based healthcare solutions / 1!'311%’ TR FaIEeY
@aT AT YGTd Hell

C. Creates a common digital marketplace / Teh HTHT B3
ATEECd qeATT

D. Enables satellite-based communication / 393Ig-3TeMTRA IR &I
H&TH dodTedT




* In which year was the Bhashini Project launched?

ST TR e A I B TS A

* A. 2020
B. 2021
C. 2022
D. 2023



* What technique has the Prayagraj Municipal Corporation adopted to
create urban forests?

B STl oAl oh [T YATIRTST AN [T o T A daeilop
39S g7
* A. Miyawaki Technique / TRITaThY dahedia

B. Hydroponics / a@m ’
C. Vertical Gardeninﬁ | afehor MMt

D. Agroforestry /

~



* What is the main goal of the Miyawaki Technique?
fAITaTehT dehoileh T AET 360 FAT §7?

* A. Create dense forests in small urban spaces / olc QW eI IR
NG GIGLH

B. Increase agricultural yield /H-Tﬁ' 39S deTeT

C. Reduce carbon emissions from cities / Ql%ff d HET 3cHoleT Bl
$H hIddT

D. Enhance soil quality for farmlng/@?ﬁ & fav ﬁw C ) ToTqdr
A U FIAT




* Which country IS the origin of the Miyawaki Technique?

fAITarEhT deheller T 3631 Tohd G & g3

* A. China / dleT
B. India / IR
C. Japan / SIT9Tel
D. South Korea / &f&IoT RIRAT




* What new member joined BRICS in January 20257
ST’ 2025 H BRICSH oTAT HEET hlel AT §31T?

* A. Indonesia / 3T

B. Saudi Arabia / §3dl 3«
C. Turkey / deht
D. UAE / JU%




* What is the primary focus of BRICS’ future agenda?

BRICS & AT & Tols I HET BIhd FIT §7?

* A. Reducing reliance on the US doIIar / AR S W far &7
el

B. Expanding military alllances/ﬂ_ﬂ' AT FT ATAR FHIAT

C. Promoting space exploration projects / FaReT reavor
IRIATSTAT3NT Y TEET AT

D. Developing a common language framework / Tsh HTHTT HTHT
eraT ST HIT




Fun Fact




No Traffic
Lights

e Bhutan has no traffic lights. In
Thimphu, the capital city, traffic is
managed by policemen in
traditional attire standing at
decorated booths.
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