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With reference to recent developments in US-China trade relations,
consider the following:

1.The US imposed a 125% tariff on Chinese goods.

2.The European Union retaliated against the US with tariffs on soybeans
and motorcycles.

3.A flat 10% tariff on all countries remains in place.

 Which of the above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. All of the above




Consider the following statements about the RBI’s monetary policy:
1.The RBI reduced the repo rate to 6% in April 2025.
2.The policy stance was changed from neutral to accommodative.

3.The GDP growth forecast was increased to 6.9%.

 Which of the statements are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




Which of the following statements about Tahawwur Rana is/are correct?
1.He was extradited to India from Canada for the 26/11 terror attack trial.

2.His friend David Headley was involved in reconnaissance for the
Mumbai attacks.

3.The US delayed Headley’s extradition using a plea bargain.

* A.1only
B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only
D. 2 only



Consider the following statements about India’s Rafale-M fighter jet
deal:

1.The X63,000-crore deal was approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs.

2.The Rafale-M jets are meant for the Indian Air Force.
3.The jets are being procured from France.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




Consider the following about Kerala’s legislative process and recent
Supreme Court judgment:

1.The Governor is required to act on Bills within a specific timeframe.

2.The Supreme Court clarified that the Governor must act within the
Constitutional framework under Article 200.

3.The Governor can sit indefinitely on a Bill without acting.

 Which of the above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D. All of the above




“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers

knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom.”

— lIsaac Asimov
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Rana extradited to Delhi, arrested by NIA
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ahawwur Hussain

Rana, the Pakista-

ni-origin Canadian-
American wanted for his
role in the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks conspiracy,
was brought to Delhi by a
special flight on Thursday
evening, following his ex-
tradition from the United
States, and formally arrest-
ed by the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA).

Rana was produced be-
fore Special NIA judge
Chander Jit Singh, who is
hearing arguments on Ra-
na’s custody proceedings.
Senior advocate Dayan
Krishnan and special pu-
blic prosecutor Narender
Mann represented the NIA.
The court reserved orders
on the NIA plea seeking 20-
day custody of Rana.

Advocate Piyush Sach-
deva from the Delhi Legal
Services Authority is Ra-
na’s lawyer.

Fugitive produced before Special
NIA judge at Patiala House Court

Terror trail

Tahawwur Rana’s extradition to India was finalised in the terror case trial after years of legal hurdles

Nov. 11, 2009:
NIA registers case
against David
Headley, Rana,
and others

Dec. 24,2011:
Chargesheet filed
against them and
seven others

Dec. 4,2019:
India requests
Rana’s extradition
from the U.S.

Rana was brought to the
Patiala House Court in a ca-
valcade of vehicles, includ-
ing a jail van, an armoured
Special Weapons and Tac-
tics (SWAT) vehicle and an
ambulance. Ahead of the
production of Rana before
the court, the Delhi Police
removed presspersons and
members of the public
from the court premises,
citing security concerns.

Rana’s extradition trig-

May 16, 2023: U.S. court approves extradition

Aug. 15, 2024: Appeals court upholds extradition

| Feb. 11, 2025: U.S. approves extradition, a day
befaore Narendra Modi-Donald Trump meet

Feb. 13, 2025: Rana seeks relief again; Modi and
Trump issue joint extradition statement

Apr. 7, 2025: Chief Justice rejects final appeal

gered a heated exchange
between the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) and the
Congress, with the ruling
party asserting that it re-
flected new India’s zero-
tolerance resolve toward
terrorism, under Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. The
Congress, however,
slammed the government
for “rushing to take credit”
claiming that the extradi-
tion was the result of years

Complex case: NIA officials with Tahawwur
Rana on his arrival in Delhi on Thursday. am

Apr. 10, 2025: NIA brings Rana to New Delhi
for prosecution

of diplomatic groundwork
started in the UPA era.
Tihar Jail officials said all
preparations have been
made for his incarceration
in a high-security ward.
Born in Pakistan, Rana
studied at the Pakistani
military academy in Has-
san Abdal in Pakistan’s
Punjab province where he
became friends with David
Coleman Headley aka
Daood Gilani, the Lashkar-

Judge reserves orders on NIA plea
seeking 20-day custody of Rana

Pakistan claims
Rana is Canadian,
denies any link

NEW DELHI

Pakistan on Thursday tried to
distance itself from Tahawwur
Hussain Rana. Its Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Shafgat
Ali Khan told reporters that
Rana had not attempted to
renew his Pakistani citizenship
since he left the country,
stressing that Rana was a
Canadian citizen. » PAGE 5

eTaiba (LeT) operative
who conducted reconnais-
sance for the Mumbai at-
tacks between November
26 and 29, 2008.

The attacks left 166 peo-
ple dead and 238 injured.
Rana had served as a doc-
tor in the Pakistani army
for several years, before he
moved to Canada and then
to the United States, pro-
curing citizenship in both
countries.

Rana extradited to Delhi, arrested by NIA

Extradition linked to 2008
Mumbai terror attacks case

Cong., BJP exchange barbs over

steps taken to bring him to India

It is alleged that Headley
made eight visits to India
for reconnaissance of po-
tential targets. During
those visits, he contacted
Rana 231 times and kept
him in the loop on the at-
tack plans.

Headley also opened a
Mumbai branch office of
Rana’s immigration law bu-
siness for use as a front,
and Rana helped him se-
cure an Indian business vi-
sa. Days before the terror
strikes, in November 2008,
Rana and his wife had tra-
velled to Mumbai, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
and Kerala during an 11-vi-
sit to India.

Long legal process

After a Ministry of Home
Affairs directive, the NIA
registered a case against
Headley and Rana on No-
vember 11, 2009, alleging a
criminal conspiracy
among members of Pakis-
tan-based banned terror
outfits LeT and Harkat-Ul

Jihad-al-Islami (HUJI), to
commit terrorist acts in
Delhi and other parts of In-
dia. The agency filed a
chargesheet against them
and seven others on De-
cember 24, 2011.

Based on the findings,
India moved a formal re-
quest in December 2019
for Rana’s extradition from
the U.S., where court pro-
ceedings began on June 10,
2020.

A US. court approved
the extradition on May 16,
2023, which was then chal-
lenged. However, on Au-
gust 15 last year, the U.S.
Court of Appeals upheld
the order. The U.S. Su-
preme Court also denied
Rana’s review petition on
January 21, 2025.

On February 13, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and U.S. President Donald
Trump issued a joint state-
ment declaring that Rana
would be extradited to In-
dia. He was handed over to
the NIA team on April 9.



Terror trail

Tahawwur Rana’s extradition to India was finalised in the terror case trial after years of legal hurdles

Nov. 11, 2009:
NIA registers case
against David
Headley, Rana,
and others

May 16, 2023: U.S. court approves extradition

Aug. 15, 2024: Appeals court upholds extradition

Feb. 11, 2025: U.S. approves extradition, a day
before Narendra Modi-Donald Trump meet

Feb. 13, 2025: Rana seeks relief again; Modi and
Trump issue joint extradition statement

Dec. 24, 2011:
Chargesheet filed
against them and
seven others

Apr. 7, 2025: Chief Justice rejects final appeal
Apr. 10, 2025: NIA brings Rana to New Delhi

Dec. 4, 2019: for prosecution
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Rana’s extradition ¥y Complex case: NIA officials with Tahawwur

from the U.S. > ~ Ranaon his arrival in Delhi on Thursday. ani




RTI Act will not restrict disclosure, says Minister

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The upcoming amend-
ment to the Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2005, will
maintain “the need for
transparency in public
life”, and will “not restrict
disclosure of personal in-
formation”, Union Minis-
ter for Electronics and In-
formation Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said in a
letter to Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Thursday.

Mr. Ramesh had raised
civil society concern that
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act’s amend-
ments to the RTI Act would
allow the government to
deny information on subsi-
dy allocations and other

M

schemes if the personal in-
formation of citizens and
officials are involved.

The amendment -
which will kick in when the
DPDP Rules are notified in
the coming weeks to en-
force the Act — will be a sig-
nificant blow to the RTI
Act, according to activists.
Civil society groups, span-
ning the gamut from digital
rights advocates to pro-
transparency outfits, have
raised an alarm over this
amendment for years. Ov-
er 120 Opposition MPs
have now signed a letter to
Mr. Vaishnaw, seeking a re-
peal of the amendment.

In his letter defending
the amendment, Mr. Vaish-
naw cited the Supreme
Court’s right to privacy
judgment in 2017, which

-

Ashwini Vaishnaw

held the right to informa-
tional privacy as funda-
mental right under Article
21 of the Constitution.
There is a “need for har-
monious provisions bet-
ween the right to informa-
tion and the right to
privacy” laws, he said.
However, activists say
that this balance has alrea-

dy been achieved in the
RTI Act. Section 8(1)(j), the
exemption for personal in-
formation that is in the ex-
isting version of the RTI
law, “was very nuanced be-
cause it stopped any vica-
rious seeking of informa-
tion,” said Anjali Bhardwaj,
co-convenor of the Nation-
al Campaign for the Peo-
ple’s Right to Information
(NCPRI). She noted that
“there was a lot of care that
was taken to balance out
the right to privacy and the
right to information” even
before the law was final-
ised in 2005.

Ms. Bhardwaj said on
Thursday that Mr. Vaish-
naw’s response “does not
acknowledge the amend-
ments”, which “will se-
verely curtail people’s

right to access information
that they need to expose
corruption and abuse of
power and to hold govern-
ments accountable.”

Another RTI amend-
ment in the DPDP Act de-
letes a provision that states
that “any information that
cannot be denied to the
Parliament and State legis-
lature cannot be
denied to citizens.” Mr.
Vaishnaw’s response is si-
lent on that front too, Ms.
Bhardwaj said.

Mr. Vaishnaw said that
information that is specifi-
cally required to be dis-
closed “under legal obliga-
tions” would continue to
be disclosed, insisting that
the amendments were car-
ried out to “prevent poten-
tial misuse of the law”.




Balancing Transparency and Privacy in RTl and DPDP Acts

Privacy Concerns
Addressed

Amendments prioritize
privacy, addressing civil
society fears.

Limited Transparency

Potential Privacy
Overreach

DPDP Act risks excessive
privacy, limiting information
access.

Limited Privacy

High Privacy

Continued RTI
Transparency

RTI Act maintains public
interest transparency
despite concerns.

High Transparency

Transparency
Compromised

Opposition fears RTI
transparency compromised
by DPDP Act.



Analyzing the Impact of RTI Amendment on
Transparency

RTI Amendment (=F Minister's
Provisions <X Justifications

Supreme Court's

Removal of Clause Judgment

Limited Information

Disclosure Legal Obligations

. F? Potential Restriction
g @ of Accountability
Prevention of Data

Loss of Citizen Power )
Misuse

Fear of Reduced Fundamental Right
Transparency to Privacy

Privacy and Data @'

Activists' Concerns g Protection



B RTI Act 2005 vs. RTI (Amendment) Act 2019 — Comparison Table

Aspect Original RTI Act, 2005 RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019

Tenure of Chief Information Fixed term of 5 years or until the Term and age limit removed;
Commissioner (CIC) and State age of 65 years, whichever is earlier now determined by central
Information Commissioners government

(SICs)

Salary of CIC/SICs Equivalent to Chief Election Salary, allowances and
Commissioner (CEC) and Election service conditions to be
Commissioners respectively prescribed by the Central
Government

Autonomy Ensured through fixed terms and Reduced due to executive

salaries defined in the Act control over tenure and salary

Appointment Authority CIC/SICs appointed by the Unchanged, but impact
President/Governor on the reduced due to govt's control

recommendation of a committee on service terms

Power to Frame Rules Defined in the Act Greater rule-making power

shifted to central government




& Key Concerns about the 2019 Amendment

Concern Explanation

Dilution of Independence Executive control over tenure and salary may affect neutrality of information

officers
Centralization of Power Allows Centre to set conditions, which may vary case to case

Against Original Spirit of RTI aimed at transparency; this may compromise autonomy of Information

RTI Commission

# RTI Act Still Ensures:
* Right to seek information from public authorities
* Obligation of public authorities to respond within 30 days

» Appeals to First Appellate Authority and CIC/SICs
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List of Central Information Commissioners

-
v

-
v

Name Portrait ¢ Took office

1 Wajahat Habibullah 26 October 2005

2 A. N. Tiwari 30 September 2010
3 Satyananda Mishra 19 December 2010
Deepak Sandhu(First
5 September 2013
women CIC)
5 Sushma Singh 19 December 2013
6 Rajiv Mathur 22 May 2014
7 Vijai Sharma 10 June 2015
8 Radha Krishna Mathur ‘ 4 January 2016
9 Sudhir Bhargava ﬂ 1 January 2019
10 Bimal Julkal®! ﬂ 19 February 2020
Yashvardhan Kumar
. 6] 7 November 2020
Sinhal
12 | Heeralal Samariyal’] 6 November 2023

[4]

a
v

Left office
19 September 2010
18 December 2010

4 September 2013

18 December 2013

21 May 2014

22 August 2014

1 December 2015

24 November 2018

11 January 2020

31 October 2020

3 October 2023

13 September 2025
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Democracies

in decline

Across the world, liberal democracies are in decline,

while closed autocracies are on the rise. This trend,

which began in the 2010s, has worsened in the 2020s

Kushal Varma JV
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he number of closed autoc-
racies have increased in the
2020s—reversing the steady
decline seen since the 1980s,
according to the V-Dem Institute. The
most significant rise in closed autoc-
racies has occurred in West Asia and
North Africa, as well as in South Asia. In

Europe and Central Asia, liberal democ-

racies are rapidly shrinking, while elec-
toral democracies are gaining ground.
In Sub-Saharan Africa, both
trends—democratic erosion and au-
tocratic consolidation—are evident.
While the Latin American & Carib-
bean and East Asia & Pacific regions
have not reflected the recent erosion of
democratic values to the same extent,

TRENDS ACROSS REGIONS

their existing state is far from ideal.

Closed autocracies are defined by
the absence of multiparty elections
and a lack of fundamental democrat-
ic principles such as freedom of speech
and expression. Electoral autocracies,
while allowing multiparty elections,
fall short in upholding these core free-
doms. Electoral democracies offer both
elections and some civil liberties, but
only to a moderate degree. Liberal de-
mocracies, by contrast, ensure a ro-
bust balance of power between the ex-
ecutive, legislative, and judicial branch-
es, along with strong protections for civ-
il liberties. India has been classified as
an electoral autocracy since 2017 and
has remained the same since then.

The following graphs and con-
clusions are based on the V-Dem In-
stitute’s Democracy Report 2025.




TRENDS ACROSS REGIONS

As of 2024, 20% of the 179 countries assessed are closed autocracies, up from 12% in 2019. In the
same period, the share of liberal democracies has declined to 16% from 21%

GLOBAL
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Liberal democracies have
declined from 47% in 2019
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DEMOCRACY IN PERIL

According to the V-Dem’s latest report, the aspect of democracy that has seen the most
significant decline is freedom of expression. This includes key components such as
government censorship of the media, restrictions on academic and cultural
expression, and the harassment of journalists. A total of 44 countries,

including India, have experienced a deterioration in this area.

® Equally
concerning is the
growing use of
disinformation
and political
polarisation by
governments
worldwide.
Disinformation
tactics have
been employed
by governments
in 31 countries,
including El
Salvador, Georgia,
Hungary, India,
and Serbia, the
report added.

B More widespread, however, is the surge in
political polarisation, which has intensified in
45 countries. The report highlights that “most
autocratising countries have toxic levels of
polarisation,” citing Hungary, India, and Peru
as key examples.

m Additionally, the report notes a

sharp rise in government intimidation o
opposition parties during election
periods. This trend has worsened in

21 countries, including India.

® Another area of concern is the increasing
threat to the autonomy of election
management bodies. Attacks have become
more common in 21 of the 45 autocratising
countries, including Russia and Indonesia.



PRESS FREEDOM IN INDIA

As of 2024, India ranked 159 out of the 180 countries surveyed by
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF). The last time India ranked within
the top 100 countries was in 2002. The decline in rankings became
steeper since 2022, with India’s ranking plummeting below 150
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In 2023, India’s ranking
reached the lowest — 161 of 161
the 180 nations surveyed
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Phule: a constant gardener of
social revolution

Mahatma Jvotiba Phule continues to be a source of inspiration to many progressives even today; we look back

at his actions and opinions from his life and writings, where he emvisions a society Hberated of orthodox shell

votiba Phule was born on April
11, 1827, in the Mali caste, a
compmmity traditionally
oocupied with gardening and
floristry. In IB48, Phule was invited 1o
ding of one of his Brahmin
friends. The relatives of the groom
Insaulted and abused him while referring
= his “lower” caste. Phule lest the
rocession, having made up his mind o
Flefyr che prevailing social system and its
incumbent caste oppression. e visited &

orthedony ¥
Phule would come o contend with its
Hindu counterpart.
The very sume year, Phule and his wife
afounded the first school for
et i i, Bluile was only 21 yoars okl
at the time: the couple opened 18 more

N 1843, Phute and wife Sautribai cofoun ded the frst school for girs In Indka, sue

under which India has been groaning for
o ses past”

~Only slaves can understand what it is
10 be a slave and what joy it is to be

pproach on the part of the
aduﬂn]straﬁﬁ

Many of his ideas therein provide a
secular alternative 1o resclving the extant
questions of cow slaughter, the increase

the onl em and the | in crop production, and the devel oprsent
slaves in America is that whereas the of civil infrastructure.

cks: L Fee b nEment sbml'ld
the shudras and atlshisdras we edumsﬂmeﬁruiers and undl th
conguered and enslaved by the bhats and | become msmmennughmusema:hmz.

well as the Arya Samaj movements..

Breaking the chaln
Revolution is a vehicle for

social, economic, and political 'I‘he

Bamiury Times and jearnel of Comperce

had in 1857 called the sepoy revalr ‘a

deadly natsonal rebellion’.

Phaile coubd ot come 1 ahliate vidh the

social revolution wi
rempest of 1857 Phule felt thar the

after their fields.
Besides an increase in the number of
schools, special nd

should be made

Phasle defended the right of

Ramabai to corvert to Christaniy, the
ankynoo-Chelsisn defence-ofbts sort. The
texr

Eu farmers, all the white peaple
and the Mussalmans should slaughrer
goats and sheep instead of ing

post

and other fertiliser as well, and so nefther
=, nor the government will

benefit” Phule writes.

Arguing for the invelvernent of milstary

acy of
Hindus would consign the Dakits
a state of depredation._
Writing in Gulamgiri (Slavery), Phule
says, “This system of slavery, to which the

them than what even the slaves in

o
try, we are o
ation and all the evils

: Forges and
brahmanst Do you think this cusht to be
our religion? We shall adopt Christianity

sha
or tslam whenever we fieel like for our
convenbence. Or perhaps we shall ask for
a religion for us from our Creator. You do
ot have to worTy abous us .~

A constructive approach
In his Shecarpanche Aswd (Farmer's
Whip), Phule argues for a construct ive

police department, at least two lakh
sepoys”
ment should allow the

1o
which ir has inchuded In irs “forear’; i
should, howewer, make s no
Toreowvistd s coflotod, or e thlled (n the
areas that belong to it, and it should also
forbid the cutting for selling as
wood for construction and destroy the

oppressive the Forest Department,” Phule
contends.

The flowering of a true faith

Phule shared a complex and evolving
relationship with both doctrinal religion

his later years drew on the defstic ssrain

‘of humnani:

An echo of this l.‘!l:lnnall!llmndmis
most evident in hils Sarvajani Satya
Dharm, a sort of last testament of
his betlefs and convictions, In It, Phile

one and all, do.

mscx hmd and nurmed sgainer each
Jscungsmmmsm and

we
inhahit are created by one Creator. Why is
it then that the human beings lving in
d.llﬁrﬂl‘t&lalﬁ and nations hate each

wmlngag;ﬁn the unevenness of

Phule
arsument to offset his Cn Tl
Tustful men whe marry more than

ule's life and times continue to be a
source of Inspiration to many progressives
o chate. His e, sometimes st risk to
his own life and limb, and his tenacious
pursuit of the ideal of a soclety liberated
its orthodox , are something worth

]eandru;fn-n For aur own age.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Here is a quiz on Dalit activists on Jyotiba Phule’s birth anniversary

Srinivasan Bamani
Prathevesh Kives

-
QUESTION 3

©n 20 March 1927, Dr. B R, Ambadicar |6 an EItation 1o slow Das 1o
wse water in a public tank in 2 place o Raigad distrsct. Name the place.
.

QUESTION 2

S
callection

-
QUESTION 3
Thiz D

Bangladesh war of Libersticn. Mame him.

~
QUESTION &
This Dalil

alongside Dr. Ambedhar KMame him
e

QUESTION 5

This social refommer tanched the Sadhujana Paripatana Sangnam 1o
cam@aign for the education of Dalits in Kersks in 1507, Mame him.

o
"

Bhai Phute wrote a collection of peemns in 1854 Name the

fresdom ighter was Indks's Defence Minister during the

it activist fram the then Madras Presidency represented Dalits in
the twa Round Table Conferences held with the British in the carly 15305

poputar slogan,

 Eaep the cowrs Tall,
arst i M 2016, rE TS

-
Visual Questions identily thix Balit activist snd politian wha coined the
wmame rok

e e jem e
| Eive us our 13nd) in @ Protest movement in

Flease serd i your answers o

gailygues Tthehendu. coin

estions and Answers to the previous
day's dalty quiz:

1 Which team has played the most finsks
without winning o title? Ans: Kerals

Z. Which is the most successful ISL team
considering bath hields and ISL
Trephies? Ans: Mumbbai City FC (2 shields
and 2 trephies)

3. Which contmental teurnament does the
ahiels winner quality to play in? Ans: AFC
= =

- rase the st oo o dafand the League
Shicif? Ans: samusn Bagan S

S temme cormpeted n ehia semsoers 5L
How Mary teams Part<ipated in the
imaugueal sdition of the competition? Ans: &
‘isual: This team becanve the first team to be
promated to the ISL. establishing the
competition siabus as ndia’s bap-fer league.
same the tesm and the league it was

Early Birds: Privadarshen Singh | Sunny
Kurmar

|2
i

Know Your
English

“Meaning, why are ¥ou so nervous?
“Exactly. Here's another example. 1 get
antsy before exams.~
“Who doesn’t? My grandmother gees
antsy whenever she has to visit the

doctor
“1t's the doctor who gets antsy when [
rake my Erandmvother 15 BEm! How Is your
grandmather fecling now>
bad. She's sl got the

preumonia "
“You don't use ‘the’ before
‘Pneumonts’. ¥ou usually say, ‘Prem has
‘sudhi has preumornia’.~
diseases

% oT

“How about
Tve htdenougl\.ofd.lsease: Chill
our, will yous

. relax

amsy politicians w do. Instead of

one another, they should just chill ot~
Published iradic o February I3,

96

Word of the day
Antipathy:

a feeling of intense dislice

SyYNONYIMS: anmity, nats, grdgs

Usage: sne feitastrons
#ang

Pronunciation: newsth.liseantipachypro

International Phonetic
Alphabe

—

Far feedhack and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write 1o
ehindu.co.in
wwith the subject Text & Contet”
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Phule: a constant gardener of
social revolution

Mahatma

iba Phule continues to be a source of i

tion to many proy

ives even today: we look back

at his actions and opinions from his life and writings, where he envisions a society liberated of orthodox shell

Prathmesh Kher

yotiba Phule was born on April

11, 1827, in the Mali caste, a

community traditionally

occupied with gardening and
floristry. In 1848, Phule was invited to
attend a wedding of one of his Brahmin
friends. The relatives of the m
insulted and abused him while referring
to his ‘lower’ caste. Phule left the
procession, having made up his mind to
defy the prevailing social system and its
incumbent caste oppression. He visited a
girls’ school in Ahmednagar run by
‘missionary Cynthia Farrar, and also came
into contact with Thomas Paine’s Age of
Reason, which had criticised Christian
orthodoxy much in the same way as
Phule would come to contend with its
Hindu counterpart.

The very same year, Phule and his wife
Savitribai cofounded the first school for
girls in India. Phule was only 21 years old
at the time; the couple opened 18 more
schools in the next three years. By 1855,
Phule had also opened night schools in
Pune, intended as a centre of learning for
workers, farmers, and working women
who were busy during the day. Phule’s
rapid success in this emancipatory
revolution was opposed by the orthodoxy.

In his later years, Phule had
vociferously opposed first Vishnu Shashtri
Chiplunkar, and then his protege Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. Phule preferred to work
with the British government to improve
the lot of the untouchables and the
depressed castes and the emancipation of
‘women, while Tilak and other orthodox
nationalists saw the British government as

under which India has been groaning for
many centuries past.”

“Only slaves can understand what it is
to be a slave and what joy it is to be
delivered from the chains of slavery. Now

an occupying force intent on changing the only difference between them and the
what they felt was the fundamental slaves in America is that whereas the
character of the Hindu religion. blacks were captured and sold as slaves,
Nonetheless, Phule had the discernment the shudras and atishudras were
to aid thy of an and enslaved by the bhats and
when he bailed out an imprisoned Tilak brahmans,” he states.
and Gopal Ganesh Agarkar from But Phule was also able to see that
Mumbai’s Dongri Jail. economic strengthening of the working

Phule also founded the Satyashodhak poor among the lower castes could be a
Samaj (Society of Truth-Seekers) in key t the social
September 1873. The body was intended imbalances. In his ‘A Statement for the
as an alternative to the largely upper-caste | information of the Education

i reform that had Ce , Phule writes, “In villages

been surging in India. These included the
Brahmo Samaj, the Prarthana Samaj, as
well as the Arya Samaj movements.

Breaking the chain

Revolution is a vehicle for change —
social, economic, and political. The
Bombay Times and Journal of Commerce
had in 1857 called the sepoy revolt ‘a
deadly national rebellion’. However,
Phule could not come to affiliate with the
sepoy revolt, seeing it as a retrogression
towards the ascendant theocracy of the
Peshwa rule. He could not see a way to
reconcile his social revolution with the
tempest of 1857. Phule felt that the
obstinacy of the orthodox upper-caste
Hindus would consign the Dalits back into
a state of depredation.

Writing in Gulamgiri (Slavery), Phule
says, “This system of slavery, to which the
Brahmins reduced the lower classes, is in
no respects inferior to that which
obtained a few years ago in America. In
the days of rigid Brahmin dominancy, so
lately as that of the time of the Peshwa,
my Sudra brethren had even greater
‘hardships and oppression practised upon
them than what even the slaves in
America had to suffer. To this system of
selfish superstition and bigotry, we are to
attribute the stagnation and all the evils

also most of the cultivating classes hold
aloof, owing to extreme poverty, and also
because they require their children to
tend cattle and look after their fields.
Besides an increase in the number of
schools, special inducements in the shape
of scholarships and half-yearly or annual
prizes, to encourage them to send their
children to school and thus create in them
ataste for learning, is most essential. |
think primary education of the masses
should be made compulsory up toa
certain age, say at least 12 years.”

In his Satsar (The Essence of Truth),
Phule defended the right of Pandita
Ramabai to convert to Christianity, the
only non-Christian defence of its sort. The
text is imagined as a dialogue between a
Brahman and a Shudra.

“Brahman: But Tatya (younger
brother), which religion do you belong to?

Shudra: Forget God and serve the
brahmans! Do you think this ought to be
our religion? We shall adopt Christianity
or Islam whenever we feel like for our
convenience. Or perhaps we shall ask for
areligion for us from our Creator. You do
not have to worry about us.”

A constructive approach
In his Shetkaryanche Asud (Farmer’s

approach on the part of the
administration.

Many of his ideas therein provide a
secular alternative to resolving the extant
questions of cow slaughter, the increase
in crop production, and the development
of civil infrastructure.

“The benevolent government should
educate all the farmers, and until they
become mature enough to use machines
to do the usual things on the farms like
European farmers, all the white people
and the Mussalmans should slaughter
goats and sheep instead of slaughtering
cows and oxen; or they should import
cattle and slaughter and eat them here,
because otherwise there will not be
sufficient supply of cattle for the farms,
and there will not be enough compost
and other fertiliser as well, and so neither
the farmer, nor the government will
benefit,” Phule writes.

Arguing for the involvement of military
administration in the work of civil
construction, Phule says, “...construct
small dams and bunds in such a way that
this water would seep into the ground,
and only later go and meet streams and
rivers. This would make the land very
fertile, and the soldiers in general, having
got used to working in open air, will also
improve their health and become strong.
Even if they labour to the value of one
anna every day, this will mean an increase
in the government’s earnings to the tune
of twenty-five lakh per year, because our
careful government has, including the
police department, at least two lakh
sepoys.”

“... the government should allow the
farmer to collect all the silt and other
things extracted from rivers and lakes, as
in the olden times, and it should also
return all the cow pastures to the villages,
‘which it has included in its ‘forest’; it
should, however, make sure that no
firewood is collected, or land tilled in the
areas that belong to it, and it should also
forbid the cutting of wood for selling as

Whip), Phule argues for a

wood for and destroy the

oppressive the Forest Department,” Phule
contends.

‘The flowering of a true faith

Phule shared a complex and evolving
relationship with both doctrinal religion
and the idea of God. In his early years, he
credits his childhood Muslim friends for
revealing to him the fallacy of the
Brahminical faith, and later still the work
of the Christian missionaries likewise
provides him with a robust critique of
Hindu orthodoxy. Phule even wrote an
abhang titled Manav Mahammand
(Muhammad the man), which extolls the
prophet of Islam as having liberated his
people from the yoke of superstition and
orthodoxy of his age. But Phule was also
inspired by Paine’s Age of Reason, and in
his later years drew on the deistic strain
of humanistic faith therein.

An echo of this rationalist tendency is
most evident in his Sarvajanik Satya
Dharma Pustak, a sort of last testament of
his beliefs and convictions. In it, Phule
responds to a query regarding the
existence or lack thereof of a true
scripture in this manner. “All the religious
and revelatory books that man has
produced on our planet, one and all, do
not contain a consistent universal truth.
‘This is so because in every such book are
to be seen passages interpolated into
those texts by certain groups of
individuals as the situation in their view
warranted and as their dogmatism and
mulishness dictates. Consequently, those
religions or faiths did not in the final
analysis work towards the good of all.
This in turn resulted in sects and
sectarianism. Small wonder that these
sects hated and turned against each
other.”

Rejecting sectarianism and
supremacism, Phule reminds the reader
that, “In sum, this solar system and
naturally the planet earth which we
inhabit are created by one Creator. Why is
it then that the human beings living in
different States and nations hate each
other? How and why are the foolish
passions of religions and national hatreds
generated? There are any number of
rivers on our planet. All of them
eventually meet the sea. How and why,
then can only one of those rivers be
sacred? Does that sacred river ever
hesitate to carry dogs’ excreta to the sea?”

Denying any fundamental sacredness
of some human beings over others, Phule
stipulates that this is “clearly untenable”.
“All human beings on our planet are
equipped with similar physical and
intellectual facilities. How can some of
them be ‘sacred’ generation after
generation? Are they not born and do
they not die like everyone else, and do
they not have qualities good and bad like
everyone else?” he writes.

Writing against the unevenness of
polygamy, Phule presents a polyandrous
argument to offset his counterposition.
“Some lustful men who marry more than
once, maintain almost a harem; justify
their action with reference to some
senseless religious text written by equally
mulish men. How would they take it if
some women were to marry more than
one man to satisfy their lust? Would not
these men think of right and wrong and
be critical of their behaviour?” Phule
contends therein.

Phule reminds the reader that the
pernicious practice of caste is a human
invention. Of it he opines, “Animals,
birds, etc., all differ from each other
anatomically. Likewise, two-legged
human beings are different from
four-legged animals. It is said that the
Arya Brahma has created the four castes.
He would have done so for the animals as
well. Can you tell me then who are the
brahmans among the donkeys, crows,
etc.?”

Phule’s life and times continue to be a
source of inspiration to many progressives
to date. His struggles, sometimes at risk to
his own life and limb, and his tenacious
pursuit of the ideal of a society liberated
of its orthodox shell, are something worth
learning from for our own age.

-~




Key Milestones in Social Reform by Jyotirao
Phule

April 11, 1823 o= Birth of Jyotirao Phule

1948 &= Insult at Brahmin wedding sparks caste
system questioning

1448 O Opening of the first school for girls in
India




Pioneering Educational Reforms in India

1848 ¢o— Opening of the first school for girls in India

Founding of a center for widow
remarriage,Started night schools for
workers, farms, and the poor.

1848




Jyotirao Phule's Ideological Contributions

( Political & Social Ideology E]-\‘ 4 . )
Rejected Upper-Caste Movements - - "~ - - - Criticized Brahmin Domination
Founded Satyashodhak Samaj - -E Jgﬁ::;ﬁ; :r— Compared Caste to Slavery
Interconnected Oppressions - - Ideological R

Contributions

\ J




|deological Influences on Panchayat Development

Paine's work
promotes rational
thought and
progress.

Colonial ideologies
impact panchayat
structures and
policies.




Ideological Contributions and Critiques

[Rationalism & Anti-Brahmanism 3%8} - [ -~ _

Shetkaryacha Asud - - — - -- Satsar

Ideological ‘
Contributions

\ %

‘—J—-

Gulamgiri - - ~- Religious Inequality




Advocating Sustainable and Equitable Land Reforms

Secular
Reforms

Promotes land
reforms based on
equality and justice,
free from religious
bias.

"’“‘

Scientific
Practices

Encourages modern
agricultural
techniques like
composting and
irrigation for
sustainability.

Equitable
Ownership

Advocates for fair
distribution and
ownership of land
and livestock among
farmers.



“All the religious and

revelatory books... fail

to offer consistent
universal truth.”

“Only slaves can

understand what it is

to be a slave and why
it is to be delivered

from chains of slavery.
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Sensational Barcelona
destroys Dortnnund

]_.Lwand‘m
thie w

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

BARCELOMA

Lewandow-
o

Barce T Horussia
Dortrund 4-0 in 3 one-sid-
ed Champions

step away from reaching

tme since 2019 and ex-
tended its unbeaten run to

a hl‘d(L

Slidiing it im: Raphinha scores Barcelona's opener against Dortmured

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
scored one of the grear
Champions League pgoals
as Paris  Saint-Germain
came from behind to beat
Aston Villa 3 n the first
leg of their quarterfinal tie.

bur P56 was quickly back
level through a fine strike

stage with a stun-
g Strike o 49 mindres,
before Nuno Mende:

to rake into the return in
Birmingham next Tueaday.
Hawving Liwer-
pool i the last 15, Ls B

rope’s elite club competi-
tion for the first time since
it lifted the rophy in 1982,

The results (quarterfinals,
First leg): Barcelons 4 Raphinha
Lewsandowski 48, B8, Famal
T7i bt Bonussia Doremund 0.

Paris Saira-Germain 3 |Dome 30,

eraratsichelia 45, Mandss 50+2)
Bt seston Wilks 1 (Regers 35)

Cricket to
feature six
teams in 2028
LA Olympics

PREW DELEHL

Cricker will

murns to the Obympics az
the 2028 Los Angeles
Games after a gap of 128
vears.
This was confirmed by

will be T2
format, with six teams
compet in h

petitions

Qualification._criteria is
wet m be confirmed b
Usa is likely 1o earn a di-
rect spor as host natlon. Ie

s expected that top fi
reame i the HCC Tankings
within_a certain cut-off
dare will qualify apart from
the LS,

Sindhu, Rajawat lose;
Kapila-Crasto pair
enters quarterfinals

BADMINTON

NINGHO (CeE A

PV Sindhu and Priyanshua
Rajawar crashed out in the
pre-quarterfinals of the

Badminton  Asia  Cham-
phonships on Thursday.
1

Rajawat lost 1421,
against world No_ 7
Aifth seed Kodal Naracka of
Japan in the men's singles.

17

Indias camnpalgn has
ended in meen’s. amd
women's sln(;]es events.

However. the mixed

doubles pait of Dhruv Ka-

. 1421 against top seed
Hang Zhen Bang and Wei
n of China.

The results (pre-guartersy:
Akane Yamaguchi (pnl
BEPY. Sindtu 21-12, 16-21, 21-18,

Zhen Bang and Wi ¥a Xin ¢Chnl

btsashith smaamstha
Pramuthesh 21-11, FI-14

Ju.

Ju wins sixth
game, takes a
commanding
4-2 lead

Sports Burean

Defending  champion  Ju
Wenjun posted a third win
In fous games 1o take a 42
lead ower Chinese compa-
triot Tan Zhongyl in the
FIDE  womens  World
championshig.

mn the sixth game in
Sshanghal on 'rhulsday. I
clinched vicrory in
endgame ot A

Amiya and Srabani

claim titles

ENEMAN O

EANCEL

Amiya Mallick topped the
field bur

Bureaw

uruchi Singh and Saursbh

Chinese team bear the
main team, after both had
shot 582 in qualification, to
feach mold and sibver.
China  thus  «li
further up on twp of the t-
ble (fve . two sikver

and three bronzek.
was a close second (four
gold, two sitver and two
bronze).

The resultas 1. Chn

Singhl 8 45750,

Indian boys

lose to
Australia

Sports Burean

Sewventh ed Australia
bear India 3-0 in the se-

cond
Asia-Oceania World Junior
'J\Erxnls under-t4  bays
plonship in xuchm.;
Jﬂa]l)‘sna on Thu
I was the Be(und defea(
for India, following the one
against top seed Korea. In-
o e Play its Tast league

march against Pakistan on
Friday.

The results: Leagises Australia
Bt I -0 [Ficreb Patrobe bt

Prarani sy Siwach 61, 6-2; Aidan

han i) Choudhary 6.1 &-1;

Chwistian Joseph & howak bl

r-aran,-, & Kaustutsh SinghT 6051,
=

ot offcialty count. AFF

Australian schoolboy
Gout runs sub-10s

100m twice

ATHLETICS

FERTH

Australian sprint prodigy
Gour Gout dipped under
the magic I0-secomnd mark
for the 100m twice on Fri-
day to showcase his burge-
oning potential, but both
times were wind-assisted
so did not officially cournst.

Gour rose o promi-

nence in December when
he clocked the quickest
2o0m time ever by a 16
({20.04 secs), bet-
tering Usain Bolt's persn—

Madhya
Pradesh holds
on to beat
Punjab

Sports Burean

Two goals in as many mi-
nutes towards the

2 Singh
arCuriah a Singh S
8z Waharashira 4 iAditve Loluge

58, 59 bE Pus
Fumar 27, P Mahendrmn 370

Hopeful of getting Sports
Governance bill passed:

anesan
NEW DELF1

The National Sports Code
has besn a tricky issue for

Sports  Minkster
sukh Mandaviya, who has
been proactive in trying o
sertle | admi-

minister reiterared
that he would do everyth-
ing possible o convince
everyone and get the Bill
passed soon.

He also expressed confi-
dence thas tndia would be
getting hosting rights for
the 2050 C

Mandaviya

er the next 18 months by
ihe 1OC under the newly-
elected president Kirsty
Covenry.
mMandaviya alse  an-
mounc

pation  and
thve Fir India

‘Games despite Canada and
Migeria throwing their hats
into the ring at the last mi-
mue. Tiae 2050 CWE ol

nistrasive issues in Indian
has insisted that his

oy InaErest wan el
and promoting the

countTy's sports and sport-

spersons  and o

wwould continue to push for
the adoption of the MNation-
al Sports Governance Bill
2024 at the earliest
~I have w do what is
right and good for Indian
sports, my responsibility s
towards country’s
:por:spersons
Fre priacie. 18 chonr during an
interaction om Thursday.

event to-
wards the real blg event

ryone wel
Cotrve o expirean their tner.
est but we are confident of
e ya sabd.

If successful, it will be
the first big-ticker multi-
discipline event in India
since the comtroversy-

big step towards
thening Indias claims for
2006

A dedglun on the same
is expected to be made ow-

. in
cluding a weeklong visit

clunte, selected
drraugh My My Bharat portal
applicar

fhe MYAS will also or-
ganise padyatras across all
state and UT capitals on
April 13 and cleanliness
drives in ewery district
around B Ambedkars sta-
tues the mext day o mark
his birth anniversary. The

tor and award carbon cre-
dits_to encourage cycling
for fitness.

still good enough to beat
the field.
This was followed by a

the lights going off midway
through the competition
The tough conditions

meant par per-
formances, including Sa-
chin va in janvelin who

made only two amempis
and had a best of 70.62m o

bleak on resumpticn with

Verstappen will be out
to silence McLarens in
the battle of Bahrain

FORMULA ONE

Heuters
SAKHIR

Formula One leader Lando
MorTis has Max Verstappen
breathing down his neck

anly a poing separating
the pair ahead of a Bahrain
Grand Prix thar could trig-

a change ar the top on

stappen after Suzuka, the

erstappen GETTY mAGES

start of a iriple header that
endds In Saudi Arabia next
week. “But it {the Japanese
GP) does show that if we
really ¢ nall everything, we
there,” added

e z?ye

nct aren will be chasing
its third suecessive double
podium,. and third win in
four rounds,

wan s opener in
Australia. a wer-
stappen run ar the top dar-
ing back © 22, and

he and McLaren reammarne
‘Oscar Plastri remain hot
favourites.

Vaidehi and Shrivalli take India
past Hong Kong

FUNE
shrivalll Bhamidipaty
played o  spellbinding

Hong Yi Cody Wons 76,
2-6. 63 to clinch the tie for
india againat Hong Kong In
the Asla-Oceania Billle Jean
King Cup women's tennis

Balewadi

haja vamalspalll, the team

Eround.
Tiarivaits o we step up as
the No. 1 player and she did
(aldl:u; her ex-
e e to a different
Eevel, much o the delight

the

cham,

the top two

aualify for the play-off
India will play Takwan

Mew Zealand stayed on
‘tog with its third wictory in
as many marches.

The resuits wow): Intin bt
3-2 Vadehi

Trombare foat th Eudce ShonE &
tammg Wong 7621, 3.5,
123l




Cricket to
feature six
teams in 2028
LA Olympics

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Cricket will feature six
teams battling for top ho-
nours when the sport re-
turns to the Olympics at
the 2028 Los Angeles
Games after a gap of 128
years.

This was confirmed by
the organisers on Wednes-
day. At LA 2028, cricket
will be played in the T20
format, with six teams
competing in both the
men’s and women’s com-
petitions.

Qualification criteria is
yet to be confirmed but
USA is likely to earn a di-
rect spot as host nation. It
is expected that top five
teams in the ICC rankings
within a certain cut-off
date will qualify apart from
the USA.




Sport/Event

Baseball/Softball

Cricket (T20)

Flag Football

Lacrosse (Sixes)

Squash

50m Backstroke

50m Breaststroke

50m Butterfly

Mixed 4x100m Relay

Mixed Team Event

Mixed Team Event

Obstacle Course
Racing

Category

Returning Sport

Returning Sport

New Sport

Returning Sport

New Sport

New Swimming Event

New Swimming Event

New Swimming Event

New Athletics Event

New Gymnastics Event

New Golf Event

New Modern Pentathlon

Component

Notes

Last featured in 2020; returns to the Olympic

program.

Returns after its only appearance in 1900; will feature

the Twenty20 format.

Makes its Olympic debut; a non-contact version of

American football.

Last appeared as a medal event in 1908; will feature

the fast-paced "Sixes" format.

Debuts in the Olympics after years of campaigning

for inclusion.

Short-distance backstroke race added to swimming

competitions.

Short-distance breaststroke race making its Olympic
debut.

Short-distance butterfly race added to the program.

Mixed-gender track relay introduced to promote

gender equality.

Mixed-gender team competition added to artistic

gymnastics.

Mixed-gender team competition introduced in golf.

Replaces equestrian component with a Ninja Warrior-

style obstacle course.




Prada strikes
S1.4bn deal to
buy Versace

l)rada struck a nearly $1.4
billion deal to buy smal-
ler rival Versace from Capri
Holdings on Thursday, inclu-
ding its debt, in a move that
unites two of the biggest na-
mes in Italian fashion.
Prada is seeking to ex-
pand, having defied a slow-
down in luxury demand,
while Versace has been ope-
rating at a loss in the last few
quarters. Owning Versace,
with its bold, baroque-style
prints, will bring new custo-
mers to Prada, known for its
minimalist style. The mer-
ger strengthens Italy’s hand
in a luxury industry led by
French conglomerates, the
biggest being Louis Vuitton
owner LVMH. P12




4 Top 10 Luxury Clothing Brands (Global)

Rank

T

Brand Name

Louis Vuitton (LV)

Gucci

Chanel

Hermes

Rolex (watchmaker)

Dior

Prada

Balenciaga

Versace

Burberry

Country of Origin

France

Italy

France

France

Switzerland

France

Italy

Spain (HQ in France)

Italy

United Kingdom

Known For

Iconic monogram bags, ready-to-wear fashion

Bold fashion, high-end bags, accessories

Timeless elegance, perfume, haute couture

Birkin/Kelly bags, leather goods, scarves

Luxury timepieces (often included in fashion)

Fashion-forward couture and beauty products

Minimalist designs, leather bags & shoes

Streetwear-luxury blend, bold silhouettes

Glamorous prints, celebrity style

Trench coats, signature check pattern




India's First-Ever Climate
Change Station



Indian Himalayan Region (IHR)

] 1. LADAKH | 6. WEST BENGAL (Darjeeling) I 11. MANIPUR
| | 2.JAMMU&KASHMIR  [11] 7. ARUNACHAL PRADESH I 12 MIZORAM
" | 3.HIMACHALPRADESH | 8.NAGALAND 7] 13. TRIPURA
|| 4. UTTARAKHAND | 9. ASSAM(Karbi Anglong & North Cachar)

| 5.SIKKIM || 10. MEGHALAYA



Altitude

The 2,250-meter
elevation is crucial
for atmospheric
studies.

Strategic
Location

The centre's position
in Nathatop
enhances its
research capabilities.

Establishment of the Research Centre

A

Clean Air

Minimal pollution
ensures high-
accuracy
measurements.



ICE-CRUNCH Project: Climate Science and Global Targets

[ Significance ﬂ@}x\ 4 ) /{% Research Focus }
Enhancing India's Leadership - - - - Ice-Nucleating Particles
Supporting Global Climate Targets - - ICE;?;EQCH '~ Cloud Condensation Nuclei

Net-Zero Emissions Commitment - - \Si )







India's Maternal Mortality
Challenge: A 2023 Perspective

2000

Beginning of the
data collection
period for maternal
mortality trends

2023

Release of the
MMEIG report
highlighting India's
maternal mortality
status




India's Journey in Reducing Maternal Mortality

2000 Maternal Mortality Ratio at 384

2020 Maternal Mortality Ratio reduced to 103

Maternal Mortality Ratio further reduced to

2023 30




Maternal Mortality Contribution by Country in 2023

71.2%

Equal contribution to
Second largest India's mortality rate Lower maternal



Initial Global
MMR

L] |v'a||wulln.ml 1

Decline to
260,000 Deaths
A significant reduction

in maternal deaths by
2023.

Regional
Disparities

Highlighting the unequal
MMRs across different

regions.

ORI

WAV W VWil W iIWhIWdD IYIIYD LY

Slowing Progress

The deceleration in the
annual rate of reduction
in MMR.

SDG Target
Challenge
The goal of reducing

global MMR to below 70
by 2030.

AV oyl



Global Progress in Reducing Maternal

Mortality
o o]
2000 2024-2030
Global MMR at 328 Required ARR of
per 100,000 live 14.8% to meet SDG
births Target 3.1

2023

Global MMR reduced
to 197 per 100,000
live births




454

Sub-Saharan
Africa

Highest regional MMR,
70% of global deaths

Maternal Mortality Ratios by Region

Oceania

Moderate MMR, notable
health disparities

Central &
Southern Asia

Moderate MMR,
improving healthcare
access

Australia and New
Zealand

Very low MMR, health
equity leaders



Ministry of laformation @
4o, And Broadcasting
— Government of india
Maternal Mortality Ratio

States having already achieved the SDG target
of MMR below 70/lakh live births by 2030

% M
Moharashtra 33
¥ (43)
Karnataka (‘6:9‘ ndhra Prodesh (45)
Tamil Nodu (54
Kerala (19) F——)




India’s Initiatives to Reduce

Maternal Mortality Ratio

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) -

Promotes institutional deliveries
for vulnerable women.

PM Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)

Offers cash incentives for the first
and second girl child




Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan
(SUMAN) -

Guarantees respectful and quality
maternal care

Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva
Abhiyan (PMSMA) -

Free ANC on the 9th of every month;
5.9 crore women have benefited

LaQshya

Improves labour room and maternity
OT care






India's Homoeopathic Symposium 2025: Significance and Impact

4 -

@

Homoeopathic

|
=Y

- Gandhinagar, Gujarat]




Celebrating World Homoeopathy Day: A Timeline

7~ N

April 10, 1755 Birth of Dr. Samuel Hahnemann

. J) CCRH Begins Celebrating World
April 10, 2016 Homoeopathy Day



World's second-
largest medical
system by size.

Developed in late
18th century
Germany.

Core principle:
"Similia Similibus
Curentur.

The Essence of Homoeopathy

Historical

Development




Evolution of Homoeopathy Governance in

India
7 2021
(™)
1973
National
Homoeopathy Commission for
Central Council Act Homoeopathy Act
enacted comes into force
o) o
2020
National
Commission for
Homoeopathy Act
enacted




Niveshak Didi Initiative



Launch of Phase 2 of Niveshak Didi Initiative

MoA Signing Initiative
IEPFA and IPPB sign Launch
a memorandum of Phase 2 of the
agreement initiative is launched




Empowering Communities through Financial Literacy

Empowered
Communities
Communities gain
financial knowledge,
Phase 2 investing and digital
Expansion banking.

The initiative expands
with 4,000 new camps
led by 40,000 women

Phase 1 Camps

Over 55,000 participants

attend financial literacy

= camps, with a focus on
Initiative Launch rural women.

The initiative begins in
2018, marking the start
of a transformative




Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA):
e |t is a statutory body under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, established in 2016.
* Role: Promotes financial literacy, educates people on managing personal finances,
and informs about rights and responsibilities as investors.
* Focus: Special outreach to rural and underserved communities to empower
individuals with financial knowledge.

Empowering Investors Through Education and Community

Outreach
Educates individuals Informs investors Focuses on
on managing about their rights empowering rural
personal finances and responsibilities. and underserved

effectively. communities.



Revolutionizing Banking Access with Technology and
Inclusion

ﬁ
Establishment Vision Operating
Founded in 2018 to Aims to provide Model
enhance banking inclusive and reliable Utilizes technology
accessibility. banking services. for efficient banking

solutions.






Bangladesh and the Artemis Accords: International Space
Cooperation

{@®

Peaceful Exploration - -

- - Initiative Leadership

Artemis '~ - Strategic Partnerships

Accords

- J

Cooperative Exploration - -

[ B Participating Countries ]

- 54th Country

- = - = -

~- International Collaboration



Artemis Accords: Structure and Signatories

. |
Australia - -

Canada --E

Italy -1

Japan - -

Luxembourg - -

UAE --
UK --

United States - -

[ Nature ,]\N]’

Non-binding Principles - -

(

o

o000

Artemis
Accords

\

- —[ '3_1 Launch Date ]

L-" '~ October 13, 2020

J

[~ ‘[E‘}é Legal Basis ]

'~- Quter Space Treaty of 1967
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Report-Death Sentences
and Executions 2024



Global Surge in Executions: 2024

2024 1,518 people executed across 15 countries

32% increase in executions compared to

2024 2023

Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq responsible for

2024 91% of executions




Analyz2ing the Surge in Global Executions

Political Motivations g Social Impacts g

Fear Among

Silencing Dissent Populations

Punishing Minorities Human Rights

Concerns
. 25 Increase in Global
g qﬂf Executions in 2024
Drug-Kelated Saudi Arabia
Offences
Weaponization of Iron

Death Penalty

Legal Practices @ Key Countries gg—



India's Death Sentence Moratorium
Continues

)  (2o)

Supreme Court of Supreme Court of
India didn't confirm India didn't confirm
any death sentence any death sentence



Death Penalty Comparison

4 3\

Portugal

Netherlands

France

Australia
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Evolution of the Death Penalty in India

(1972 ) ( 1980 ) ( 1983 )

N

Jagmohan Singh vs. Bachan Singh vs. Machhi Singh vs.
State of U.P: State of Punjab: State of Punjab:
Supreme Court Introduction of Clarification of
upholds 'rarest of rare' ‘rarest of rare’
constitutionality of doctrine doctrine

death penalty




Evaluating Death Penalty Justifications Based on Crime
Characteristics

S\
Vulnerable Victim \&/ | | —7— @7}54 Brutal Manner

Magnitude of éIé

Crime E\;\ Depraved Motive

X
20

Socially Abhorrent
Nature



Panchayat Advancement
Index (PAl) Baseline Report



Understanding the Panchayat Advancement Index

Ministry of
Panchayati Raj :-_\]

Government body

yverseeing the index

Fiscal Year @
2022-23 =<
Reporting period for
the index

P Baseline
~ (™ Report

Initial report for
fiscal year 2022-23




Panchayat Advancement Index Structure

Indicators

435 indicators (331
mandatory, 104

optional) .
Themes Data Points
Nine themes 566 unique data
reflecting SDG goals points

Panchayat
Advancement

Index

Involvement of
ministries and
agencies

Core composite
index for SDG
localization



Panchayat Performance and Development Categories

270

AT
]

346

)
N

high A
N~ V 0
B Sdl® S

Aspirant

Panchayats Panchayats

Front Runner (Telangana) Performer Chh(aBtltI;sar,arh
Panchayats Se?O"d in Pa"Chk?Yat Panchayats Andhra Prg des'h)

(Gujarat) performance rankings (Maharashtra,
: . Madhya Pradesh States needing
Leading state in ’

panchayat performance Uttar Pradesh) developmental focus

States with significant
performer panchayats



000000

Poverty-Free Healthy Child Friendly Water Clean and Panchayat  Socially Just Panchayat Women

and Panchayat Panchayat Sufficient Green with Self- and Socially with Good Friendly
Enhanced Panchayat Panchayat Sufficient Secured Governance Panchayat
Livelihoods Infrastructure Panchayat

Panchayat



* Performance Categories: Panchayats are categorized into five tiers based on their scores:
* Achiever (90+ points): None qualified this year.
* Front Runner (75-90 points): 699 Panchayats (0.3%).
* Performer (60-75 points): 77,298 Panchayats (35.8%).
e Aspirant (40-60 points): 1,32,392 Panchayats (61.2%).
* Beginner (below 40 points): 5,896 Panchayats (2.7%).

e Data Validation: Out of 2,55,699 Gram Panchayats, 2,16,285 submitted validated data
through the dedicated PAIl portal.



{




Consider the following statements about India’s First-Ever Climate
Change Station:

1.1t has been established in Ladakh.
2.1t will help track glacial retreat and permafrost melting.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about Maternal Mortality Trends in
India:

1.India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has increased in recent years.

2.The Sustainable Development Goal target for MMR is 70 per 1,00,000
live births.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements regarding World Homoeopathy Day:
1.1t is celebrated on April 10 in memory of Samuel Hahnemann.
2.The theme in 2024 focused on enhancing research in homeopathy.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about the Niveshak Didi Initiative:
1.1t is launched by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.
2.1t promotes financial literacy among rural women.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about the Artemis Accords:
1.1t is an initiative led by NASA for peaceful space exploration.
2.India is a signatory to the Artemis Accords.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about the ‘Death Sentences and
Executions 2024’ report:

1.The report is published by Amnesty International.
2.The report highlights a rise in the number of executions globally in 2023.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements regarding the Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI):

1.No panchayat qualified in the “Achiever” category this year.
2.The majority of panchayats fall under the “Beginner” category.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about data collection in the PAI
portal:

1.0ver 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats exist in India.
2.All Gram Panchayats submitted validated data on the PAI portal.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about Artemis Program:
1.1t plans to land the first woman and person of color on the Moon.
2.1t is an initiative under the International Space Station framework.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about Niveshak Didi:
1.1t aims to raise awareness on investment frauds.
2.1t is implemented through Anganwadi centres.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Word of the day

Antipathy:

a feeling of intense dislike

Syn ONYMS: enmity, hate, grudge

Usage: She felt a strong antipathy towards
lying.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/antipathypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jentipasiy




Thank you
guys.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Download class24 
	Slide 4: 10 MCQ 
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: India's First-Ever Climate Change Station
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: Trends in Maternal Mortality
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: World Homoeopathy Day 
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60: Niveshak Didi Initiative 
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65: Artemis Accords 
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69: Report-Death Sentences and Executions 2024
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77: Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI) Baseline Report 
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83: 10 MCQ 
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95: Thank you guys.

