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* What is the key significance of the Z-Morh Tunnel in Jammu and
Kashmir?

SFH 3R FAR H AS-AlG Sl T HET HAged &1 872

* A. Boosts year-round connectivity between Kashmir and Ladakh /
wxﬁtaﬁtma;aﬁammaﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬂmam
B. First underwater tunnel in India [ ART $Y tl%_eﬁ I} &Ad

gﬂ?romotes tourism in Leh only / del &g A T A derdr

D. Connects India with China / #Rd &) dieT & EI’I?o?ﬁ %’




* What is the total length of the Z-Morh Tunnel?
AS-HAIg Aol hl Sl oS FAT §7?

*A.11.5 km
B.13.14 km
C. 15 km
D. 10.75 km




* What is the strategic importance of the Zojila Tunnel?

SIITSTIT ool ol {UTalldeh Hgcd AT g7?
* A. Connects Sonamarg with Leh [ AYTHI & g & Eﬂ?:?ﬁ %‘

B. Enhances safety by bypassing avalanche-prone areas /

feATE@AA-Ya0T &1 &l IR FId §U {I&T ForeT
C. Provides shortest route to Srinagar / &ﬁ%-FJIT & fav gad |

AT YETeT HTaAT
D. Supports military logistics only / &hdel AT WS &1 AT

h ol




 What is the primary focus of the Bhashini Project launched by MeitY?

%/IeitY CaRT & fhU 1T ATNON IRANSTAT T WATAS ecT FT

?

* A. Promotes internet access in regional languages / ey HTWTIT A
geldc TFAH &I F¢rar ¢oll

B. Provides Al-based healthcare solutions / UHI?—B-]TEJTﬁ?I' TATELT Yar
HATUTA YGlod hiedl

C. Creates a common digital marketplace / Teh HTHTT G
AThecod FoTTeT

D. Enables satellite-based communication / 39Ig-3TeNR IR &Y
H&TH dedTedT




* In which year was the Bhashini

Project launched?
sON GReereT e a9 <
&r a5 M7

* A. 2020
B. 2021
C. 2022
D. 2023




* What technique has the Prayagraj Municipal Corporation adopted to
create urban forests?

B STl Fodled oh [T YATIRTST AN [T o T A daeilep
39S g7
* A. Miyawaki Technique / TRITaThY dahedid

B. Hydroponics / a@m ’
C. Vertical Gardeninﬁ | afewror MMt

D. Agroforestry /

~



 What is the main goal of the Miyawaki Technique?
fATaTehT dehoileh T ATT 36T FAT §7?

* A. Create dense forests in small urban spaces / oIc QW aar A
Yol ST FoAToll

B. Increase agricultural yleld/a?ﬁl' 39S derel

C. Reduce carbon emissions from cities / QIBTI'  HEA 3cHoAT HY
$SH hIdAT

D. Enhance soil quality for farmlng/@?ﬁ & fav ﬁw C ) qoTqdT
A U FIAT




* Which country is the origin of the
Miyawaki Technlque?

TAITaThT deheileh ST 3¢3TH
fog cor A g31?

* A. China / iﬂ?-l'
B. India / AR
C. Japan / SIT9T
D. South Korea / Ef&ior IR




* What new member joined BRICS in January 20257
ST’ 2025 H BRICSH oTAT HEET hiel AT §31T?

* A. Indonesia / 3T

B. Saudi Arabia / §3dl 3«
C. Turkey / el

D. UAE / TS




* What is the primary focus of BRICS’ future agenda?

BRICS & AT & Tols I HET BIhd FAT §7?
* A. Reducing reliance on the US doIIar / AR gl 9X feiar
$SH HIAT

B. Expanding military alllances/ﬂ_il' TS FT ATAR HIAT

C. Promoting space exploration projects / IdReT redwor
IRIATSTAT3T Y TEMET AT

D. Developing a common language framework / Tsh HTHTT HTHT
graT Asiad ST
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Paulo Coelho,
The Alchemist

*  “When you want something, all the universe
conspires in helping you to achieve it.” —

PoonJo Coo o
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2024 global
temperature
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NEWS » PAGE 3

Board's ‘folly’ caused
dispute, remarks SC

cracks climate

Rubicon

BILATERAL TIES
Afghanistan no threat
to any nation: Taliban
WORLD » PAGE 12

citizens stand diwded

SROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

ACING THE CHASE
Pratika, Tejal power
India to victory

SPORT » PAGE 14
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-

‘Water recedes in
Assam coal mine;
8 miners trapped

UMRANGSO
Water levels in the flooded
rathole coal mine in Assam's

caising hopes of rescuing eight
» PAGE 3

Focus on Odisha
during Singapore
President’s visit
NEW DELEE

re President T
Snanmugaratnam wil visit
india from January 1518,
focusing on Odisha to explore.
potentlal prajects and will
mark the 60th anniversary of
biateral relations with india,
=sidl s0urces. » PAGE 3

—+ Akali Dal
Sukhbir Badal's
tion

cHANDIGA}
The Shiromani Akali Dst (SAD)
working committee accepted
Subkhbir Singh Badal's
resignation as party president,

struggling for  pelitical
comebiack in Punjab. » PAGE 4

3mn children in
Sudan face acute
malnutrition: UN

PORT SUDAN
Amid the 20 months of war
between the Army and the
paramiitary Rapid Support
Forces, an estimated 32
milion chidren under the age
of five are expected to face

Trump sentenced in hush money case

U.S. Pr

NEW YORK

judge  sentenced

lect gets an
New York judge spares Trump prison term or fine

i He will become the first felon in the White House;
calls it a ‘setback for the New York court system’

kable set of
es” Mr. Merchan said.
“The only lawful sentence
that permits entry of a

Donald Trump to  judgment of corwlalon
an without
discharge on Friday forco  the highest office of the
vering up hush money pay- land is an unconditional
manes 1.8 porn sar des.  discliape’:
Mr. Trump attended hi:
President cleces efforts 1o sentencing virually, with
oming the first fe-  the judge, lawyers

Ion in the White House.

ried potential jail time. In-
stead New York judge Juan
Merchan handed down the
mildest criminal sanction
available, an

dia packed into i) scruffy
that

was the backdrop to the
trial's high drama, legal

d Tramp

sonal mad:s by the:divi-
stve Republican.

o0 1 would lose
the election.”

The former President
appeared on screens in the

“This has been a very terri-
ble experience. I think it’s

discharge — a relatively un-
common measure.

“Never before has this
court been presented with
such a unique and remar-

been a set-
back for New York and the
New York court system,”
Mr. Trump said before the
discharge was passed. It
was done to damage my

Ahead of the sentenc-
ng, prosecutor Joshua
Steinglass said Mr. Trump

[
virtusadly before judge Juan erchan for toe senkens ing hearing. a>

Todd Blanche appear

had been convicted of a
contin-
ver-

mous and decisive and it
must be respected

The trial saw Mr. Trump
forced o look on as a string
of witnesses testified that
he had

closing tryst ahead of
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, which he ultimately

M. Trump had sought a
suspension of the criminal
proceedings after a New
York State appeals court
dismissed his effort to have
the hearng d

However, the Supreme
Court ruled that the sen-

posed
the effort to stave off sen-
tencing, 10 days before Mr.
Trump is due to be sworn
in for a second term, argu-
ing it was wrong for the
apex court to hear the case
When the mogul sull had
avenues of appeal to pur-
sue in New

First convicted felony
An i

co-
vered up illicit payments to
porn star Stormy Daniels
in an effort to stop her dis-

charge is a measure with-
out any sanctions or res-
wiction that nonetheless

upholds the jury’s guilty
verdict — and Mr. Trump’s
infamy as the first former
President to be convicted
of a felony.

The 78-year-old had po-
tentially faced up to four
years in prison.

SHas srickiog hls mhd.

die finger at the judge. the
Jury, the sysxem ‘of justice,
laughing” sald Pace
Unlverslx) law professor
former _ prosecutor
Bennett Gershman ahead
of the sentencing.
Ourside the courthouse,

Mr. Trump's counsel
had argued sentencing
should have been post-

Outside the courthouse, Trump supporters held
giant banner emblazoned with their idol’s name

poned while the Republi-
can appealed his convic-

Gesmer rejected that on

Mr. Trump repeatedly
called the prosecution a
“witch hunt" which Mr.

“This defendant has
caused enduring damage
to public perception of the
criminal justice system,”
the axee( pmsemlur said.

Trump
Todd Blanche sad g

overturn his 2020 defeat.

Fire fury

this year
Sudan, says UNICEF. » PAGE 12

winds sbate, fire crews continue to batile the raging mildfires devastating Los Angees this week, in the West Hils section
led 1

ofthe (ltym"v.nyday The fires have 5o far AP IREPORT OM PAGE 121

NEW DELHI

A sdff white card em-
bossed with the Lion Capi-
tal of Ashoka is the usual
format of the Invitation

year, however, to mark 75
years since the formation
of the Republic of India,

things ase difevent.

Taru (where President Mur-
mu s a Visitar).

“The idea behind the ar-
tefacts in the Invitation box
is the 5,000-year civilisa-

of Bharat,
with the underlying mes-
sage of and

om con-
vention, tovicees o the St
home" will receive a spe-
cially curated box of craft-

The Idea of this special
g

colour schemes that in-
voke the 75 years of the
forming of the indian Re-

Artin a box
President OraupediMurm
cootaining the bes

guests
ncia's Gl-tagged

are set 1o receive 8 gift bas

Some products Sesured In the Rompers

~ Katambart
The sof wood s on bamboo:
ocr Sary from the These
symous wlloge in B oodien will
Andhes Pradesh are wrreina
calosd for the use bamboo bex
a0
hemes Gepicting i, en<irmen with
2y i natural dyes

President Murmu’s invite for this year’s Republic
Day reception set to honour crafts from South

the institute’s Bengaluru
campus, with craftsmen
from five States still hard at
work there.

The craft elements will

an Ikat-Pochampalli cover
that can be used even after
the box has been disman-
tled, a fridge magnet dep-
icting Mysore's 5 Ganjita art,
n in the fam,
Ganjl.la Playing cards, and

Kanchipuram itk 4 2 powchs The handloom

cown foe its richness and

Nacs,

public, Bha-
van officials told The Hin-
du. The craft products in
the invitation box are all
made in the southern
States, have GI (geographi-

cal indicator) tags, and are
drawn from the “One
twict  One
scheme.

Product”

Aa:cnrd.lng to NID Ahme-

rector Ashok Mon-
dal, by
the crafting was done in

Kan-
Joevaram ik from Tamil
Nadu. “Etkopakka dolls

tistes from Kerala” he
ed.

SC stays GST
notices to
online gaming
companies

NEW DELEHI

The Supreme Courton Fri
day stayed the operat
Showcause notices of £1.2

A Bench of Justices 1.B.
Pardiwala and R. Mahad

van passed the order on
petitions filed by 49 online

Maintain status quo
on well near Sambhal
mosque, directs SC

Advocate Abhishek A.
Rastogi, who represented

notices were not time-

The court listed the case
next on March 18.
The core dispute In the

., effe
tively taxing the entire
prize pool.

s
ny of these game:
skill rather than chance.
Last year, the top coust
had transferred to ftself 27
writ petitions

Shahs tama Masid in Sambhal on Friday. FT1

NEW DELHI
‘The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed that status

quo be mainained wih
respect to a wel

near the entrance of (he
sShahi Jama Masjid at Samb-
hal in Uttar Pradesh.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar issued direc-
tions to private respon-
dents and local authorities
at Sambhal on an applica-
tion filed by the mosque’s

tight security 3¢ the

view and had historically
been used for worship.

“Part]

ly within mosque’
Mr. Ahmadi said the well
was partly within the mos-

que premises, showing a

“Pass an appropriate di-
rection to the District Ma-

l‘helnnqqueandrm(:nme

The court directed the
respondents to file their
fhidavits and

th re-
g;ud o the same wlmmn

lue permission from this
(.oun." the

tus reports within two
weeks. It posted the case
on February 25.

Senior advocate Huzefa

Ahmadi, for mosque
commitiee, said the well
held historical significance

and its water has been
used since time immemo-
nal He

the levy of 28% GST on all
forms of online real-money
&

The petitions were
tagged with a pending case
concerning a decision of
the Karnataka HC, which
had quashed a GST show-
cause
that digital Rummy pxa,m

on Gameskraft was not tax-
able as a betting or gam-
bling activity.

2 noddcs referring to the
Site a5 ‘har) Mandir- and
plans for starting rellglnus
activitles there.

“No such activitles will
Please file a

committee had asked.

In November last year,

the top court had to inter-

vene to instruct the Uttar
sh

3
to e totally, absoltely
neutral” and maintain
peace after violence in the
area left five dead. Protes-
ters had clashed with the
police over a s to ver.
ify claims by Hindu plain-
tiffs that the ue was
built over a temple In the

status report,” Chief Justice
Khanna addressed the
respondents.

e Vishnu Shan-
kar Jain, for the Hindu
side, argued the well was
outside the mosque’s pur-

¥
me top coms bad
civil proceed.
lngs i the local coure
directed the mosque sur-
vey report prepared by the
Advocate Commissioner to
be kept in a sealed cover.




Trump sentenced in hush money case

U.S. President-elect gets an unconditional discharge,
New York judge spares Trump prison term or fine

Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK

judge sentenced
A Donald Trump to
an unconditional

discharge on Friday for co-
vering up hush money pay-
ments to a porn star des-
pite the U.S.
President-elect’s efforts to
avoid becoming the first fe-
lon in the White House.

The judge spared Mr.
Trump prison or a fine
even though the 34 counts
of falsifying business re-
cords on which he was
convicted in May 2024 car-
ried potential jail time. In-
stead New York judge Juan
Merchan handed down the
mildest criminal sanction
available, an unconditional
discharge — a relatively un-
common measure.

“Never before has this
court been presented with
such a unique and remar-

kable set of circumstanc-
es,” Mr. Merchan said.
“The only lawful sentence
that permits entry of a
judgment of conviction
without encroaching on
the highest office of the
land is an unconditional
discharge.”

Mr. Trump attended his
sentencing virtually, with
the judge, lawyers and me-
dia packed into the scruffy
Manhattan courtroom that
was the backdrop to the
trial’s high drama, legal
wrangling and vitriolic per-
sonal attacks by the divi-
sive Republican.

‘Terrible experience’

“This has been a very terri-
ble experience. I think it’s
been a tremendous set-
back for New York and the
New York court system,”
Mr. Trump said before the
discharge was passed. “It
was done to damage my

He will become the first felon in the White House;
calls it a ‘setback for the New York court system’

Case closed: Donald Trump and attorney Todd Blanche appear
virtually before judge Juan Merchan for the sentencing hearing. AP

reputation, so I would lose
the election.”

The former President
appeared on screens in the
courtroom with two large
U.S. flags behind him,
wearing a red tie with
white stripes and looking
on impatiently as the brief
proceeding unfolded.

Ahead of the sentenc-
ing, prosecutor Joshua
Steinglass said Mr. Trump

had been convicted of a
“premeditated and contin-
uous deception”. “The ver-
dict in this case was unani-
mous and decisive and it
must be respected.”

The trial saw Mr. Trump
forced tolook on as a string
of witnesses testified that
he had fraudulently co-
vered up illicit payments to
porn star Stormy Daniels
in an effort to stop her dis-

closing their tryst ahead of
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, which he ultimately
won.

Mr. Trump had sought a
suspension of the criminal
proceedings after a New
York State appeals court
dismissed his effort to have
the hearing delayed.

However, the Supreme
Court ruled that the sen-
tencing could proceed.

Prosecutors  opposed
the effort to stave off sen-
tencing, 10 days before Mr.
Trump is due to be sworn
in for a second term, argu-
ing it was wrong for the
apex court to hear the case
when the mogul still had
avenues of appeal to pur-
sue in New York.

First convicted felony

An unconditional dis-
charge is a measure with-
out any sanctions or res-
triction that nonetheless

upholds the jury’s guilty
verdict — and Mr. Trump’s
infamy as the first former
President to be convicted
of a felony.

The 78-year-old had po-
tentially faced up to four
years in prison.

“He’s sticking his mid-
dle finger at the judge, the
jury, the system of justice,
and laughing,” said Pace
University law professor
and former prosecutor
Bennett Gershman ahead
of the sentencing.

Outside the courthouse,
Trump supporters held a
giant banner emblazoned
with their idol’s name that
was buffeted by high
winds. There was also a
small vigil of anti-Trump
demonstrators behind a
hoarding reading “Trump
is guilty”.

Mr. Trump’s counsel
had argued sentencing
should have been post-

Outside the courthouse, Trump supporters held
giant banner emblazoned with their idol’s name

poned while the Republi-
can appealed his convic-
tion, but New York state
Associate Justice Ellen
Gesmer rejected that on
Tuesday.

Mr. Trump repeatedly
called the prosecution a
“witch hunt” which Mr.
Steinglass said was “de-
signed to have a chilling
effect”.

“This defendant has
caused enduring damage
to public perception of the
criminal justice system,”
the career prosecutor said.

Mr. Trump’s lawyer
Todd Blanche said he “ve-
ry, very much disagree
with much of what the
[prosecution] just said”.

Mr. Trump was certified
as the winner of the 2024
presidential election on
Monday, four years after
his supporters rioted at the
US Capitol as he sought to
overturn his 2020 defeat.



* Donald Trump Sentenced in Hush Money Case

e Overview

* Former U.S. President Donald Trump was sentenced to an unconditional
discharge for his role in hush money payments to a porn star.

* This makes Trump the first U.S. President-elect to face a criminal
conviction.

d AR Tseuia Siefes 0 I T fAfdarg Re 1 gor g=rs
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 Sentence Details

* The unconditional discharge was granted by Judge Juan Merchan
despite Trump's conviction on 34 counts of falsifying business
records.

* This spared Trump a prison term or fine, a move seen as
unprecedented

+ STl AT HAUA & €T A 34 S AEHRAF Repls AHA H
ardr 3gXIT I & STdlg e ZITEITISI?T@T HFd e




* Court Proceedings

* Trump attended the sentencing virtually, and the courtroom witnessed high
drama with legal arguments and personal attacks.

+ 3T T HIRIATEN & NI, €0 o ae3iel 3UlEAid gof &1, iR HIEEA
A Flfel 989 3R Fledard fecaforat &t Aeter @ 1|

* Prosecution's Argument

* Prosecutors argued that Trump made payments to silence Stormy Daniels ahead
of the 2016 presidential election, calling it “continuous deception.”

afﬁaﬁaaﬁﬁraésﬁmﬁsaqﬁzoma;wqﬁam@rqﬁwﬁ
sfaged &I g9 qo{ldqo%rUWﬁ?qT o "foRay @ IR T
I |




* Trump’s Reaction

* Trump called the case a “terrible experience” and labeled the prosecution
as a “witch hunt.”

- €U 5 SH ATH &l "HIAAS N gl R AT J&T H
N NRR R

* Public Reaction

e Qutside the courtroom, Trump supporters displayed banners with his
name, while anti- Trump demonstrators held signs saying “Trump is guilty.”

+ 3eTeld & STgY, ¢ JAYNT & 3ol oAH & deR g0, SAaih

RRIfEET o "eq gt ¥ F THa e




 Historical Significance

1. First Convicted Felon as President-Elect
1. Trump’s conviction marks an unprecedented moment in U.S. history.

2. 9 T QINACY Bl ARG fagrd H 30[dYd uea gl

2. Impact on 2024 Election

1. Trump was declared the winner of the 2024 presidential election, but this conviction casts a shadow on his
political future.

2. TA @1 2024 & Tsgyfd g F1 faoar @ fhar a3, Afdrd Ig Qv 34 TeTifas Hiasy
X TaTe @37 Xl gl

3. Legal and Political Fallout
1. The conviction raises debates about the integrity of the U.S. justice system and its impact on the global stage.

2. I8 SV ARG &I 1T Tl T J@SAT 3R dRas AT 9T 59 IHTT &I oh 989 5T gl




GETS UNCONDITIONAL DISCHARGE

» Trump convicted May 30,
2024 by NY court of 34 counts
of falsifying business records

» On Jan 9, NY's highest court
declined to block Trump's
sentencing. US Supreme Court
same day denied his bid to halt
sentencing by 5-4 majority that
included GOP appointees John
Roberts & Amy Coney Barrett

» Acknowleging Trump's
inauguration 10 days later,
Merchan imposed unconditional

discharge of Trump’s sentence,

‘Th{s has been a very terrible
experience. The fact is, I'm totally
innocent,” Trump said at hearing

a rare and lenient alternative to
jail or probation

“ This has been truly an extraordinary case... Donald Trump
the ordinary citizen, Donald Trump the criminal defendant
would not be entitled to the protections of the presidency

~Judge Juan Merchan

‘This has been a very terrible experience. The fact is, I’'m totally innocent,’
Trump said at hearing



President Murmu’s invite for this year’s Republic
Day reception set to honour crafts from South

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

A stiff white card em-
bossed with the Lion Capi-
tal of Ashoka is the usual
format of the invitation
card sent out for the cus-
tomary “At home” recep-
tion held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Republic and
Independence Day. This
year, however, to mark 75
years since the formation
of the Republic of India,
things are different.

In a departure from con-
vention, invitees for the “At
home” will receive a spe-
cially curated box of craft-
work from the five south-
ern States — Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Telan-
gana, and Andhra Pradesh
— along with the card.

The idea of this special

CM
w

box, packed with symbolic
meaning, was floated by
President Droupadi Mur-
mu herself, and executed
by Rashtrapati Bhavan,
with the support of the Na-
tional Insitute of Design
(NID), which has campuses
in Ahmedabad and Benga-
luru (where President Mur-
mu is a Visitor).

“The idea behind the ar-
tefacts in the invitation box
is the 5,000-year civilisa-
tional history of Bharat,
with the underlying mes-
sage of sustainability and
colour schemes that in-
voke the 75 years of the
forming of the Indian Re-
public,” Rashtrapati Bha-
van officials told The Hin-
du. The craft products in
the invitation box are all
made in the southern
States, have GI (geographi-

Artin a box

President Droupadi Murmu’s guests are set to receive a gift box
containing the best of south India’s Gl-tagged crafts. Here are
some products featured in the hamper:

oy, N
’

_ 7" Pochampally lkat on a pencil
pouch: This Telangana staple is known
for its distinct geometric patterns and

decorated with Kalamkari
motifs, pen-drawn with
natural dyes

of natural dyes and
themes depicting
L. everyday life

| Etikoppaka toys: "\ Kalamkari
The soft wood and ) A i on bamboo:
w# ) lacquertoysfromthe | V- » These
“L"* eponymous village in - goodies will
"' Andhra Pradesh are arriveina
valued for the use bamboo box

— Kanchipuram silk as a pouch: The handloom
g . silk, world renown for its richness and
-

. elegance, makes its way from Tamil Nadu

cal indicator) tags, and are According to NID Ahme-
drawn from the “One Dis- dabad director Ashok Mon-
trict One Product” dal, the curation and even
scheme. the crafting was done in

the institute’s Bengaluru
campus, with craftsmen
from five States still hard at
work there.

The craft elements will
be packed in a box made of
bamboo weave with Ka-
lamkari paintings on it
done by Nimmalakunta ar-
tisans. The box will include
an Ikat-Pochampalli cover
that can be used even after
the box has been disman-
tled, a fridge magnet dep-
icting Mysore’s Ganjifa art,
usually seen in the famous
Ganjifa playing cards, and
a handmade pouch of Kan-
jeevaram silk from Tamil
Nadu. “Etikopakka dolls
from Andhra Pradesh are
included, along with a
bookmark made of screw-
pine leaves woven by ar-
tistes from Kerala,” he

added.
) |




President Murmu’s Republic Day Reception to Highlight South Indian Crafts

Overview

This year, President Droupadi Murmu has introduced a special curated gift box as part of
the Republic Day “At Home” reception, replacing the conventional invitation card
format.

The initiative focuses on celebrating crafts from the five southern states: Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

aludl HH o qvrad feaw "t g RAwE & v aiuRes
%awaﬂféﬂt o< SIAoT SR fAreat X 3matRa Ry froe afew gor



e Significance of the Box

* The 5,000-year-old civilizational history of India is reflected in the
items, focusing on sustainability and cultural richness.

e JIFH H ARG S 5,000 IuT T FFIamera [{aaa 3R
a@ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁtmmaﬁrmﬁmw%l

* [tems are made under the One District One Product (ODOP) scheme
and have Geographical Indication (Gl) tags.

- GIHIAT a1 FBf¥eae aa Wzae Foar & dgd de g 3R 3%
grE simfes Taw (G1) & &




e Contents of the Gift Box

* Pochampally Ikat on a Pencil Pouch (Telangana): Known for
geometric patterns and bold colors.

* 3ohd YITHTed! YRS 93T (dedNeln); SAMAqT 3

3T 3R

X T & forw gfacey

* Etikoppaka Toys (Andhra Pradesh): Made of lacquered wood,

depicting themes of daily life.

- faIcasT Rl (3 9cen): g Tél ofhal H &l

TCRIGE




* Kalamkari on Bamboo Box (Andhra Pradesh): Bamboo box decorated

with tradltlonal Kalamkari motifs.FIHPNI fSATST & AT C )
d1Fd (31TET 9¢2M) IKanchipuram Silk Pouch (Tamil Nadu): Known for

its elegance and rich weaving. EFEﬂ'CITH' A 934 (FrﬁIFIT-I'ITg;):
3R Headr AR T8 & fow g




1.Additional Highlights
1. Includes a bookmark made of screw-pine leaves from Kerala.

2. FTA T TH-USoT qial & a7 JehdATen o AT g
3. Features a fridge magnet of Mysore’s Ganjifa art (Karnataka).

4. FAedh & APL FY ATFABT el W TR et Haae|




* Design and Execution

* The initiative is supported by the National Institute of Design (NID),
with campuses in Ahmedabad and Bengaluru.

* The box’s eco-friendly design emphasizes the 75th anniversary of
India’s Republic.

gu qgel T AT SEEICIC 3T %Ens?r (gm)?r 3rerre fear
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Cultural and Economic Impact

Promotion of Local Crafts

e Boosts local artisans and promotes regional crafts on a national stage.

o TYEHT FRFRT & Jerar 3R a9 Riedl & T8 #9 W 9efia $dr gl

Showcasing Southern India’s Heritage

e Highlights the cultural and historical richness of the southern states.

o TETON AT T AEPicden N Vg [aUHT H 3PR & &




Artin a box

President Droupadi Murmu’s guests are set to receive a gift box
containing the best of south India’s GI-tagged crafts. Here are
some products featured in the hamper:

' Pochampally lkat on a pencil

- pouch: This Telangana staple is known
for its distinct geometric patterns and
bold colours

Etikoppaka toys: Kalamkari
The soft wood and . on bamboo:
lacquer toys fromthe | = These
eponymous village in o % goodies will
‘| Andhra Pradesh are 7 arrivein a
M 5 valued for the use : bamboo box

| of natural dyes and decorated with Kalamkari

themes depicting motifs, pen-drawn with
. everyday life natural dyes

Kanchipuram silk as a pouch: The handloom
silk, world renown for its richness and
elegance, makes its way from Tamil Nadu
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P. CM inc
Rasoi offeri

Ki
meal for X9

Lt Pradesh auef Minister Y
“Maa

th on

ogl Adityanat
Ki Rasol. a community
Kichan initative a«enn; a full meal for just 29, in
Pr:

-ayagraj. The communi
operaced by the Nandi Sewa

Kitchen will be

at Swaroop

Sansthan
Rani Nehru Hospital to serve people from the

econamkﬂny

rud.g s. vegetables, nce glad. and a dessert for

Centre allows
Kerala to use
SDRF funds
for Wayanad

ise 2120 crore from the
State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF), which has
been set apart for payment

Defence ent

After stint as Odisha
Governor; Raghubar
Das returns to BJpP

Ex-Jharkhand CM tells

 workers not to

poll defeat: his return may challenge

PATNA

aghubar Das, who

weaker sections. M;
eased appreciation for the inkiative and

wnxs(ers. Home Depar!nlem Principal Secretary

Sanjay Prasad, and

Mahamandaleatwar Santosh Das wers alio

present for the event.

Gangster Chhota Rajan taken

to AIIMS for nose surgery
Underworld don ‘was taken to

Rajan
ALDMS in New Delhi for a surgery, prison
said he was taken to

officials

Management
Do o e et T M1
n on relaxation of
SDRF and NDRF norms.

He also submitted that
as per SDRF gusdelines, the
State Executive C ey

an:
in an old private ward under the ENT

Department.

“The court ol that
the Centre essentially ac-
cepts the proposal mooted
by the court.

taran

Mr. Dasisan O OBC leader

he first non-

tribal CM of Jharkhand in
2014.

His return to the BJP
could challenge the supre-
macy of Mr. Marandi, who
was the first

As the Jharkhand BJP
chief, Mr. Marandi oversaw

ich the
hand Mukei Morcha-led IN-
DIA bloc won 56 out of 81
seats, with the BJP-ed NDA
securing 24 se:

ty. Let me say that 1 don't

Sow bej

t disheartened by Assembly
i's supremacy: party insiders

4
ginning Raghubar Das rejoined the party on Fricay in the

presence of its State urk chief, Babulal Marands.

re any post in the par-

ty 1 Bt ety pecmentre

to awaken people and pro-

tect the rich culture and
tradition of fharkhan,

y insiders p s

time, people used to make

8P 120 Nt In b power e
22 States,” he sa

Asked about the cause of
Das said.
We must
learn the lesson and move
forward with new energy
and =

Mr

= e
Courtesy calk: Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Artekar cas

on Narendra Modi in New

Delhi on Fricay. Ani

Arlekar emphasises
Governors’ rights
in higher education

The au
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar has af-
firmed that
hold the final authority ov-

supported by the Universi-

authorities concerned at
various instance:
“There are no two ways
about .~ asserted,
while stressing that the
Constitution entrusts the
Governors the

e al
hope that any misunder-
this is-

ty Granes
OGO and d lhe = judiclary on

sue could be addressed.
ent,

the Assembly to maineain
the balance
tribal and tribal leadership
n the
The former CM told the
party workers not be dis-
by the

Mr.  Das

election defeat.
“In 1984, the party won
sears. At that

tober 18, 2023 and resigned
from the office in Decem-
ber, 2024.

strong opposition from the  has strongly criticised

LDF government regarding  draft UGC (Mink -

the for

2azs The per- and of Teach:

tains particularly to the and Academic Staff in Un-
granting the iversities and Colleges and

Chncalos praster puvens  Medwires for Maksexizacs

of

ViceChanda
Mr. Arlekar, interacting
with mediapersons in New

responsibility to oversee
universities had been con-
sistently clarified by the

Higher
Baucation Reguhdom
2025, accusing the Centre
of attempting to subvert
the

the higher education sec-
tor as a whole.

Independent
MLA from
Kerala joins
Trinamool

MALAPPURAM

PV. Anvar, Nambur's In-
dependent  MLA  who
broke away from the Kera-
1a's Left Democratic Front,
Joined the Trinamool Con.

gress led by West Bengal
Chief hnnls(er Mamata Ba-

Friday.

would meet Ms. Banerjee

on Saturday.

Seasonal denland

=
crop A big st0ck of sugarcane arwing t tive K.R. Market in Bengalury from across Kamataka on Friday ahead of Makar Sankrants

Sweot
festval. K IRALL RURAR

Five held in Bidar contractor
Sachin Panchal death case

BENGALURU

mataka Criminal In-

ber of Kalaburagi Maha-
nagara Palike, and report-
edly a follower of Rural

s
Sachin Panchal

accused for

to d\e aﬂer Minister seek-
Tobe, even as

ar
over to the
Central Bureau of Investi-

Meanwhile, the BJP had
also criticised the delay in
he accused in

case.

Of the nine accused, five
turned up and the remain-
ing four did not.

The five who presented

for

nine
to suicide of the contrac-

Development and Pan-  tor. The deceased had left
chayat Raj = hind a seven-page death
Kharge, on Friday. note blas eight people
Mr. Kapnoor has been :
no. 1. The has
others arrested are Nand-  manding the resignation of
huj. ., Go- M and the
rakhnath Sajjan Chinchan-  probe must include him.
sur, Patil, the
and Satish Ratnakar. has  rejected  these
Their names figure in  ds

the FIR registered against

lemands.
Ar. Kharge had written

were grilled for several

ing. They will
brought to Bengaluru for
interrogation,

can _seek help
from Arogya Sahayavani at
104 or DISHA art 1056)

Abhishek Banerjee’s ‘Diamond Harbour model’ and the churn within Trinamool Congress

NEWS ANALYSIS

KOLKATA

Political scions often ap-

Banerjee,

made his mark on the pol-

dered the s de facto
ber two, has launched
his own initi. s for the

Diamond Harbour model”
of governance.

ln}nnuary2024 !he1‘r|-
namcol Congress
took up an ambitious In.

nerj ew and Trt
na Congress general ltative of enrolling about
. organise: one lakh senior citizens in
health camps in his Dia-  his constituency for an old-
mond Lok Sabha  age pension scheme. Dur-
consti y under his ‘Se-  ing the pandemic, Mr. Ba-
baashray’ initiative. nerjee claimed to have
push behind the a mo-
fa isifle hotls_on she. el for tracklog and trest,
ground and of al  ing COVID-19 cases in Dia-
B otlin bandlos of the Tt mSad Harbous,
namool Congress.
In seven days since its B
launch, the umool ‘While these have
Congress claims that one ed his popularity and
kh people have been pro-  acceptan the
wvided medical services un- electorate, the ‘Diamond
der the ve. T I operating

“This is not the first tme
that Mr. Banerjee, who has

questions for the Trina-

er,
part of the West Bengal go-
vernment and thus has lie-
e adminiseative | expe.
rience.

n
greater role for the party’s
heir apparent in the State
government.

The debate on the old
guard versus the young

trlnamol Congress MP Abhishei Baneree Ineracting with pecple

Turks has also been the
subject speculation

person, g appear to

FLE PrOTO

be in agreement.

gislators and Ministers in
the West Bengal

Following her remark, the
party took ac-
ton some leaders
who had publicdy en-
dorsed a larger role for her
nephew.

Recently. a secton of

have been aware~ of the
kind of criticism that the

the Tr
Mr

Congress.
Banerjee wants a

party and its
had 1o face.

New power centre

Trinamool Congress is not

a cadre-based party. Its

strength derfves from the
o

critical of Ms. rjee and
1 government dusing the
protests over the rape and

Kar Medical College
. While the Dia-
mond Harbour MP took a

arty

chalrperson “could not be
taken I

Some went to the extent

T

thrive as long as they
have the Chief Minister on
their side.

Compared to many oth-
er political parties, the Tri-
namool Congress is rela-
tively new.

onjami.ny 1 this year, it
Sew

more and re-
sult-oriented structure for
the party, whereas many
within the Trinamool be-

and trying to sign:
that he has what it takes to
be the next leader.

So far, gener.
secretary’s political initia-
tives, from engaging politi-
cal consultants to the state-
wide ‘Nabo Jowar (New
Wave) campaign,
worked for the Trinamool.

he wants to overhaul the
Trin: ~ nd fir

into the large shoes of Ma-
mata Banerjee.
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U.P. CM inaugurates ‘Maa Ki

Rasori’ offering meal for I9

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Friday inaugurated ‘Maa Ki Rasoi,” a community
kitchen initiative offering a full meal for just %9, in
Prayagraj. The community kitchen will be
operated by the Nandi Sewa Sansthan at Swaroop
Rani Nehru Hospital to serve people from the
economically weaker sections. Mr. Adityanath
expressed appreciation for the initiative and
praised the quality of food, hygiene, and the
services being offered. The initiative, under
which people can enjoy a full meal of dal, four
rotis, vegetables, rice, salad, and a dessert for 9,
has been launched for the Mahakumbh. Several
Ministers, Home Department Principal Secretary
Sanjay Prasad, and Jagadguru
Mahamandaleshwar Santosh Das were also
present for the event.
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SpaDeX satellites are at

distance of 1.5 km,

says ISRO

The tw SpaDeX anteliten {lint ace part of &

adistance of 1.5

e put in a slow drift
eh,

Wi
course to move closer to each o

Couple, 3 minor daughters
found dead at home in U.P.

Five members of a family were found dead naide

their rented house at Lisari Gat

e in Me:

Glstrict of Urtar Pradesh, the police sakd on
Friday. The vict sdentified as

ms were

Mohammad Moin, 38, his wife Asma, 35, and
their three daughters under the age of 10. The

inside a storage compartment

under the bed.

“The exact reason for death will be determined

after post-mortem

tion. Initial

investigations point to murder due to

enmity. Senior
the inve: progressing

al
officials are present ak the site and

Meerut Senior bu-perlmendem Police Vipin Tada.
The police have detained two persons.

2024 was the first year to breach
global Wanning limit, show data

It is the first time t}nl mean temy

NEW DELHI

umanity has
stepped into a fu-
ture that climate
sclentists for de(adﬁ h.uve
warned al
ture data n!.\de bll( on
Friday by the (»pernlcus

sius above the pre-indus-

trial level.
Annual climate confe-
rences, or the Conference
the

degrees Celsius above the
temperature in the 1850-

keeping it below 15 de-
grees Celsus.

Consistent rise

s, the 2024

Scorching heat: £ach of the past 10 years was one of the 10

WArMest years on record. FLE PHOTO

breach the 15 degrees Cel-
stus mark for a decade or
TWo WOl a boundary
considered to have been
|> . However, ex-
say that g\\'en the
Righ rate of emis-
sions at present, the 2024

e there may be
year to year variability, an
El Nino In some years or a
major volcanic eruption in
others

At an average tempera-
ture oflS 1 degpaes (. elsius,
2024 mest
yearin gahu e

cords, which go back till

average of 2023, the pre-

vious warmest year on re-

cord. It was also 1.6 de-
s Celsiu

Setimate of the wso—lsoo

might
temperatures, this sug-
gests that there Is no going
back and that we are on a

The way
boundaries are
mined, a single year in the
red doesn’t by itself spell
catastrophe. when
temperatures consistently

scientist, Indian Institute

he "preindusrial le.
o e e past 10
years (2015-2024) was one

pre-industrial levels.

Celsius. 0.51 degrees Celsi-
us above the 19912020 av-

Fhe average

says global

a point of no return

glons s Professar joerd
Director of
Grantham 1n-
stiuee — Climate Change
d Environment, Impe-
Fial College London, said
Ina statement.
s experts referred
to the latest, failed talks at
Baku, where

Centre outlines
steps to update
gender after

surgery abroad

NEW DELHE

Transgender citizens who
undergo gender affirma-
surgery abroad can re-

enter india by sul a
sworn affidavit of gender
<h: with ifi-

SST was at record hlgh le
vels for the time of yea:

from January to June 2024.
From July to December
2024, the SST was the se-
cond warmest on record
St el o e,

Among the ressons for
the

Couneries couldny bring

year on year in-
crease in average global
serious

peratures in 2024 was the
El Nino, which is warming

tqualcrlal
Pacifc, that began In june
2023 with effects lLasting
well into 2024.

implications b develop-

the failure of COP29 to de-
Lver on meaningful 6-
nance, only implies that

i will

“Serious

A single year with temper-
atures 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels does not
mean we've reached 1.5°C

of the 10 warmest years on
record.

For 11 months in 2024,
the monthly global aver-

have to allocate re
funds to deal with climate
impacts and disasters in

ple and ecosystems, un-

Ministry oa‘ External
Affairs has laid down the
specific documents re-
quired for the change of
in passports, from
Hransgender to cither male
or female, the Centre told
the court. It said the per-
son needs to submit a “Cer-
tificate of Identity for
change of gender (form-5),
along with
(form-6), issued under the

nder~.
Alternatively. the per-

can submit a “Sworn
Certificate/Surgical Rec
struction _certificate from
the hospital where the ap-
plicant underwent

of Tropical
Pune, told The Hindu.

age
1.5 degrees Celsius above

[:
need for ambitious emis-

Energy,
Water (CEEW).

for the

purpose.”

Bharat Biotech
co-founder
awarded INSA
fellowship

NEW DELHI

Krishna Ella, co-founder
and executive chalrman of
Bharat Bilotech Interna-
tional, was earlier this
‘week conferred the India
Fellowship of the Indian
National Science Academy
for 2025. It is the first time
that the INSA has awarded

Man held after body
of live-in partner
recovered from fridge

BHOPAL

A styearold man
been arrested

DDR&D  and chmmmn.
DRDO.

e
van

smell spread in the locality.

The saree-clad woman,
who was wearing jewellery
and whose hands were tied
along with a noose around
her neck, may have been
killed last year, the police

Dewas Superintendent
of police Puneet Gehlot
told The Hindis that after
questioning in the neigh-

bourhood, ceased
was Identified as Pratibha
Prajapatl. in her 30s, who
«ill
March Tase year with her
Iive-in Sanjay Pati-
dar,a lesldenl of Ujjain_

We d-
dress and other detafls
from the landlord Dhiren-
dra shrivastav who lives in
Indore and sent a team to
Ujjain to detain him_ When

Centre calls for comprehensive approach to
address impact of climate change on agriculture

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
The challenges posed by

" ussed
at The Hindu businessline

and Commeodity Sum-
mit, 2025 held here on F I~
day.

‘At the Inaugural session,
Union Agriculture Secre-
tary Devesh Chaturvedi
said the Centre had adope-

ed a ap-
to have kilied the woman | proach — adaptation and
it thia belp of ke flend, | miciputins — o

M.

Gehlot

The SP said the a
was already married and
was in a live-in

Secretary. Union Coopera-
tion Ministry, sald primary

with Prajapaci for about
years and lived in Uj-
jain for the first three

“He revealed that he
killed her after she started
pressurising him for mar-
riage,” the officer said.

societies (PACS) can play a
vital role in building cli-
e change resilience in

"Mir. Chaturveds said the
adaptation  strategles in-
clude creating drought-

flood-resistant crop

® NABARD

e —— Y
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Devesh Chaturveds

40% of farmers. We need
to get every slngle farmer
cove: er  the
Scheme.~ he sald, adding
that his Ministry was in the
process of making two Lakh
multi-purpose PACS so that
the traditional role of PACS

with PACS potentially play-
ing a key role. Besides ad-
dressing the crmc.l nsue
of grain ural
aena, siis ‘nitiative would

yarieties, implementing ef
ficient wate:

techniques, and providing
a cushion through crop in-
surance in the event of ex-
treme natural calamities.

Mitigation efforts
He added that the mitiga-
tion_effc I

aims to use carbon market
to

farmers o adope climate-

redu
Costs and act as procure-
ment centres,”

pillars
Natsonal Bank for Agricul-
al Develop-

sation to fund climate-resi-
lient actividies were the

ton with drone didis and
solar didis.

The Hindu businessline
Agri and Commodity Sum-
ok, 2005 fa pireacnesd by

and co-power.

by the Federation of Seed

Industry of India in asso-

clation with Yara.
assoclate partners

are NCDEX, Indofil, Bayer,

Toup,
il N.hdu Agricultural Un-
iversi

The banking .
Scate Bank of tadia and the
broadcast partner is NDTV
Profit.
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Efficacy of Govinda namam

Srivillipuctur in Tamil Nadu 1s a hallowed ground since
‘alshnavite

there,

azhwars, Periazhwar
nd

and Andal, lived

ided d how to at-

tain His feet. Andal in particular, made God

more accessi-

ble to everyone, made Govinda a household name that
one could reach out to in good times and bad, said Damal

Perundevi.

Wahng up the nelghboumood with her verses in the

nth of Margazhi, she begins with the concept of observ-
ing wat (Easting), she says, “nei unnam, pal unnom”™ (for-
saking ghee mill), Eiving up rich clothes, all in the

quest to i Covtinins fose. Towards the 2ud of the
month, she sings, “Koodarai vellum seer Govinda.” She re-
ferences Krishna's fete in saving the people by h
aloft the Govardhan hill, brining an egoistic Indra to his
knees who then showers Krishna with the waters of the
holy Ganga. an occurrence celebrated as Govinda Pattabh-
ishekam. The vrat is over and they are ready to partake to-
gether, as a community, of sweet Pongal (akkaravadisal),
prepared with milk and ghee that runs down a devotee's
elbow while eating, along with Govinda. They who gave
up everything in the beginning of the month are now rea-
g to bedeck themselves, but to their joy when they look
mirror to adorn the head piece, band, the
Draceter, the waist belt Snd Ankices, they see only Govinda
ﬂecxed in the mirror; they expeuence HIG pedsesice AL
dal says He is capable of defeating those who are not virtu-
us and equally captivated by the faith reposed in Him by
devotees and invites everyone to come together and find

lasting in Govinda namam.

Amx




2024 was the first year to breach
global warming limit, show data

It is the first time that mean temperature crossed the threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, says global

body; experts say that given the high rate of carbon emissions, the 2024 temperatures represent a point of no return

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

umanity has

stepped into a fu-

ture that climate
scientists for decades have
warned about. Tempera-
ture data made public on
Friday by the Copernicus
Climate Change Service
(C3S), an authoritative
source on historical trends
in climate, show that 2024
was the first year in history
when mean global temper-
ature went 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above the pre-indus-
trial level.

Annual climate confe-
rences, or the Conference
of Parties convened by the
United Nations, are about
getting world leaders to
agree on measures to curb
emissions to keep temper-
atures from going over 2
degrees Celsius above the
temperature in the 1850-
1900 pre-industrial period
and “as far as possible”
keeping it below 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.

Consistent rise

The way climatological
boundaries are deter-
mined, a single year in the
red doesn’t by itself spell
catastrophe. Only when
temperatures consistently

breach the 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius mark for a decade or
two would a boundary
considered to have been
breached. However, ex-
perts say that given the
high rate of carbon emis-
sions at present, the 2024
temperatures represent a
point of no return.

“While there may be
year to year variability, an
El Nino in some years or a
major volcanic eruption in
others might influence
temperatures, this sug-
gests that there is no going
back and that we are on a
trajectory on exceeding 2
degrees Celsius by 2050,”
Roxy Mathew Koll, climate
scientist, Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, told The Hindu.

Scorching heat: Each of the past 10 years was one of the 10
warmest years on record. FILE PHOTO

At an average tempera-
ture of 15.1 degrees Celsius,
2024 was the warmest
year in global temperature
records, which go back till
1850, and was 0.72 degrees
Celsius above the 1991-
2020 average. It was 0.12
degrees Celsius above the
average of 2023, the pre-
vious warmest year on re-
cord. It was also 1.6 de-
grees Celsius above an
estimate of the 1850-1900
temperature designated to
be the ‘pre-industrial’ le-
vel. Each of the past 10
years (2015-2024) was one
of the 10 warmest years on
record.

For 11 months in 2024,
the monthly global aver-
age temperature exceeded
1.5 degrees Celsius above

pre-industrial levels.

In 2024, the annual av-
erage sea surface tempera-
ture (SST) over the extra-
polar ocean reached a re-
cord high of 20.87 degrees
Celsius, 0.51 degrees Celsi-
us above the 1991-2020 av-
erage.

The average extra-polar
SST was at record high le-
vels for the time of year
from January to June 2024.
From July to December
2024, the SST was the se-
cond warmest on record
for the time of year, after
2023.

Among the reasons for
the record-breaking tem-
peratures in 2024 was the
El Nino, which is warming
of the Central Equatorial
Pacific, that began in June
2023 with effects lasting
well into 2024.

‘Serious implications’

“A single year with temper-
atures 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels does not
mean we’ve reached 1.5°C
of global warming. Howev-
er, it does mean we’re get-
ting dangerously close. Ev-
ery fraction of a degree —
whether 1.4, 1.5, or 1.6°C —
brings more harm to peo-
ple and ecosystems, un-
derscoring the continued
need for ambitious emis-

sions cuts,” Professor Joeri
Rogelj, Director of Re-
search at the Grantham In-
stitute - Climate Change
and Environment, Impe-
rial College London, said
in a statement.

Other experts referred
to the latest, failed talks at
Baku, Azerbaijan, where
countries couldn’t bring
themselves to agree on a fi-
nancial package that
would realistically account
for the costs of mitigating
runaway carbon emis-
sions.

“The year on year in-
crease in average global
temperature has serious
implications for develop-
ing economies reeling un-
der frequent climate disas-
ters. This, coupled with
the failure of COP29 to de-
liver on meaningful fi-
nance, only implies that
developing economies will
have to allocate more
funds to deal with climate
impacts and disasters in
the future. Mitigation am-
bition of the developing
world would be hit hard,
unless fast and meaningful
action happens on the car-
bon markets front,” said
Vaibhav Chaturvedi, Se-
nior Fellow, Council of
Energy, Environment and
Water (CEEW).




* 2024 Breaches Global Warming Limit of 1.5°C
* Overview

* For the first time, global temperatures in 2024 crossed the 1.5°C
threshold above pre-industrial levels, a significant marker of climate
change.
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* Temperature Records

* The Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) data shows the
average temperature in 2024 was 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.

* The annual sea surface temperature (SST) reached a record 20.87°C,
marking the second-warmest year globally.
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2024 was the warmest year globally since 1850.
H iSto ri Ca I The year exceeded the previous record set in 2023 by 0.12°C.

Perspective

2024 1850 & o€ JTRTF AUATT T T ITH IV cof THaAT|
Jg 2023 & fad R&E F 0.12°CH IR HT =T

The El Nino phenomenon contributed significantly, warming the central equatorial Pacific.
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* Implications of Breaching 1.5°C

1. Global Warming Trajectory
1. Experts suggest a trajectory toward 2°C warming by 2050 unless carbon emissions are drastically reduced.

2. faAwET & 3ETAR, IS FeeT 3cdoled H weldl 6 1 95, a 2050 o dTIART 2°CHG Fehell gl

2. Impact on Developing Nations

1. Increased warming intensifies extreme weather events like heatwaves and floods, disproportionately
affecting developing countries.

2. e Il 3N 96 S IeAfaF Alww Hr g3t A gef fawraeiier St B HHAT &7 4
gerfad &l B

3. Climate Action Challenges

1. Talks in Baku, Azerbaijan, failed to agree on a financial package for mitigating emissions, reflecting global
inaction.

2. Jaky, G & ardl H 3cHold H »H o & ov AT gasiar a8 g o




Scientific Observations

Warming Over Oceans

e SSTs in the extra-polar oceans set new records, emphasizing the critical state of marine
ecosystems.
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Future Projections

e Asingle year at 1.5°C does not signify crossing the threshold but indicates proximity to it.
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Urgency for Climate Action

Mitigation Costs

e Developing countries must allocate more resources to tackle climate impacts.
o faepraRier Sl A STerary JHTEl Sl Hbldell H & AT iftn Fqarere
3Tafed Hlel giav|

Long-Term Impacts

e A lack of meaningful action risks irreversible climate damage.
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Bharat Biotech
cofounder
awarded INSA
fellowship

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Krishna Ella, co-founder
and executive chairman of
Bharat Biotech Interna-
tional, was earlier this
week conferred the India
Fellowship of the Indian
National Science Academy
for 2025. It is the first time
that the INSA has awarded
fellowships to representa-
tives from the industry.

The other notable scien-
tists and technologists who
were conferred an INSA fel-
lowship included Anil Ka-
kodkar, former Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission of India; V.K. Sa-
raswat, former Director-
General, DRDO; S. Soma-
nath, Chairman, ISRO; S.
Kris Gopalakrishnan, co-
founder, Infosys; and Sa-
mir V. Kamat, Secretary
DDR&D and Chairman,
DRDO.
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Israels Netamvahu is keener on his
government's survival than on peace
resident Joe Biden's remark thar there is
real progress in talks berween lsrasl and
Hamas on a ceasefire and hostage deal
offers a rare n ending the I5S-month-
was confident that

bottlenecks. Mr.
says Hamas is an obstacle, while Qatari and Egyp-
ial

israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Metanyahu's re-
fusal o agree to amy maore than a ta
cease the main hurdle. hir. Necanyahu
gl bring the war to
right government could colla
0 accept a temporary halt in fghting
for hostages. Hamas, fearing that srael would
resume fghting once the hostages are released,
demand 2 permanent ceasefire. While talks drag
on, the plight of over two million people in Gaza
is nearly forgotten. Esraeli strikes have already
killed 46,000 Palestinians. Most of Gaza's popu-
lation lives in tent citles withour enough food,
drinking water, medicines and electricity.
‘When Israel launched the was, ai

killed its top leadership, the group has survived
and ransformed elf &5 an nsungency. lsrael
haas managed to release very fow hostages and its
Vot ety Thekes permalen. Whike 5 eraseire
with Hezbollah broughe relarive calm to the
northern border, the Houthis £n are now
firing missiles and drones wo evach The country
&5 also facing internarional isolaton. The nterna-
thonal Court of Justice is hearing a genocide case
against Israel, and the International Criminal
Court has issued arvest warrants against M. Neta-
nyahu and formes Defence Minister Yoo Gallant.
Internation”

Forging leadership with India’s youth power

very year. January 12 ks celebrated

acrpss thi length and breadth of tndia

e kol Yty Festival’, a day

is also the birth anniversary of Swaml
Vivekananda. The viksit Gharat Young Leaders

is an innovative one, launched with the

an
minds to contribute towards realising a
Wiksit Bharat, ol Incia.
In lime with Prime Minister Marendra Modi's

T Vo earlars 16 Sngage i
and

on

the nasion’s challenges. The competition and its

stages are designed o inspire the youth to think

critically and contribute in a proactive way
towards India’s progress.

A dialogue, its competitive nal
The chatogee s o cymmbe, e e ritathve,
signed o engsge and empower ndia's youth in
the country-s developmental journey.
competition e Tt belng a
wiksit Bharat quL: held digslly on the My Bharat
plasform. This stage tested a participant's

c'h.I.I.Ienga and viston for 2 developed future,

rering areas such as sustainable development,
Ty, and Rationol palks. The top soarers
orved on to the second . essay and blog
writing, ihey had to write on themes such
as tech for Viksic Bharat and e youth

mpowerk
for Viksit Bharat, reflecting on thedr vision for
India’s fusure. These submissions were evaluated
for originalicy.

in the third stage, the Viksit Bharar Vision Pitch
Dreck, participant State level presented
innovative ideas for India’s develupm.a-t
a compelling pitch deck. The best teams from
each Stare advanced to the fourth and last stage
of the Viksit Bharat Nagsomal Championshig,
wihich will be held at the Bharat Mar)ds'nm in

itself is 4 unique opportu infl
Iatitmal polly ant e ontHbac t i vision of
a viksiz Bharat. The comperition is ssructured to

Union Minister
State for Vo eitais

and spam:
et of Indka

The Viksit
Bharat Young
Leaders

s
d.pug'xu] o
inspire the
youth of ndia
1o think
critically

test not only a participant's knowledge and
creativity bat also thelr leadership and
communication skills

The features this year
The National Youth Festival is an annual

Erowing recognition of young peaple as the
drivers of global changs. In line with Indiz's

o the &

Coals (SDGS, the featival has ncorporared
warkshops, seminars and cultural activisies that
with the viskon of

uith, engagement with leaders. The festival
will facilitare direct ent between yourh
and key leaders as pslhbmslers from various
secrors, which include government, business and
academia. These interactions will provide
participants with insights into leadership,
Eovernance, and the path to national progress.
Fifih, recognition of youth mntr]'huﬂnns
Awards. be
individuals and wpmmlnns ‘that hlve
nnovation

M Bharan),
aumnomous body under the MiRkLTY of vourt
AfTair ol ris, plays an inst

India’s Developrme:

Another unique feature this year is expanded
virmual participaion. with digiral plaforms
‘having been integrated into th

P B remate mmelslithzmmltrycml
in

e o uhaie v ot s hoieve. "ehis
inchusivity broadens the festival's reach and
-ensures that youth, regardiess of location, has the
chance to contribute.

The 2025 National ¥ estival will feature:
wear kit am panels o IEsd.Ersh.Ip and
Innovation. With

ities.
second, cultural programmes. The fiestival will
«celebrate India’s rich culural heritage through
music. dance, theatre, and folk art performances.
These will provide yoUth with opportunisies to
and the

express
diverse cultural landscape of the nation.
Third, tech and innovation showcases. With
the theme, Tech for Viksit Bharat, the festival will
Inchude exiubitions and presentaiions rom young
h innovators and entrepreneurs who are
Tntiling solurions (o realworid probloms i
sectors such as health, education, agriculture,
and urban development.

rummental o
S ping and Suiding the diectian of the Natomal
Youth Restival As a platfarm thar emp-owe

, young access to.
resources, mentership, and opporiunities that
will abiliry to
o the country 3
In this years festival, M¥ Bharat will facilizate
the digital integrarion of youth, enabling

om across the Ty It will
actively support youth-led instiatives, helping
them pleiti

e nges and aging them

Dralogue
chapeter bax will also stu.p-e the mabilisarion of the
political leadership.

The future of India is bright, and it rests in the
able hands of its youth. This resonates with the
belief expressed by Swami Vivekananda in
in youth energy when he

men_. 1 will ransform India as the mamber one
nation in the entire workd....”

.
MNetanyahu seems unperturbed, thanks to the
mikica irical and diplomaric support that Is-
rael still enjoys from the Biden administration.
But its Lna'bLI.lrymmeel s abjectives even in the
iy CGiaza Strip, Hs For internatiomnal Lw
Fearims b the harbarity with which i 1o s
racking the Falestinians should shock anyone i
terested inthe s al and ulms]wrﬂ]
being. It is already oo late. Israels leaders and
their backers in

return for the release of all Bostages.

Local

power
self governments make a
difference to the lives of people
its intention to hold elec-

where the term of office of an
end on January 5. These government ers will
r the next s

Court bn Decemiber 2024, that no poll notis-
catlon would be isssed without

India’s journey so far

s the world has utilising
developing mdsumemgenceunfur
military pusposes amidst debates of

ethical concerns, India also appears o have

hopped on the bandwagon. List year saw a

defenics Budget of to.21 lakh crore

pproximarly 3 billion

Rajnath Singh, who
intelligence or Al s e pstenaial 56

Cy from pr
analytics i antonomous decision-making
systems".
“Additionally, India is a part of multiple joint
Kot b bt Lol e G s AT 11
these steps indicare the pouring of money and

Hmitation and putting in place a quota of ey
and offices for wemen, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. Apart from creating four more

palities and town par by taking in ather

village af
teas 110 village panchayats with municipal cor-
al about

porations. Though there is nothing fi

&
before the

5. Tamil
b fafied vo Dol bocal b
cities such
Hat. It ls time thar che Scates ralise the impor-
rance of the space that local bodies occupy in the
democratic structure. Despite shorcomings, lo-
cal self governm, do make a qualitative

rence to people’s lves.

cu

Al systems for
millcary purposes. india is on track to fully
wrtilising the AL However, thel

e eheclo e arretsed: they will casire

leg,s(yhmdwarz]sm longer campetiive in the
. and are being
directed rowards replacing and uperading it.
However, more general hurdles which are

significant

on the AI miIitary bandwagon

reome exacerbate the problem. One
ety iamne {n that It b= prilieios oo AL e o
ented or lack gusdelines for

vision for ng Al
insight on actual mechanisms for depl

1y, re: Al for All pap
ountlines the importance of accountabikity and
It purs ard principles

crwevver, the
‘hawe not been any recent updares available to the
public from these bodies.

The international

Alisalso a b that is a must based on the
alacrity with which other countries have been
focusing on integrating it with their militaries.
Isradand(."h.lmhsve:ﬁ)(lmdm:rapjd]y

technologies are already far ahead. Ty nseds
larity of vision in s arixicle towards Al
possible o roll out Al systems lasxerandmh
it the slobal Al wave. Thers appears w be
some depree of inconsistency within th

vears, especially military Al there appears to be
Bess clarity on how o rell it our.

The specific problems in India

One of the bigiest challenges that must be

addressed, even when India is at th
ogte

communication practices. This will likehy
hinder and the
procurement of systemns for joint opesations.
Finally, when it comes to the procurement of
with

pmnershlpa ®PPs) or an imtroduction of private
itiom. n with the space sector, this
sﬂglul'lr_s Iymam\y thee state of affairs.
Inchia has v begpun harnes: Al's
posential o Batarar it oo Semeyean
However, impediments serve as a

Fovernment towards
military Al This is reflected in remarks made by
notable fgures that underscore resistance or
mistrust re the new technology. For
-example, the Minister of External Affairs

compared Al to nuckear we: Alwill be as
dangerous for the world as sticar bomis e

— in terms of theis potential dangers to the

warld.

During the Global Partnership on Artificial
CGPAL in 2023, the Prime Minister

That need to be faken

Al . With a
cohesive strategy, India will be able to maximise
the wtility of AL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Diaspora, global journeys
The journeys of the Indian
ed

at the Pravasi Bharatiya
Dhvas, to document these
journeys, achievements,
and contributions, is a
tirmely reminder of the
unigue rele Indizns play in
connecting nations, cultures
and economies (Page 1,
January 10). From excelling
in acadermics, business and
politics on the one hand o
preserving and propagating
India’s rich cultural heritage
on the other, their effons
form an indelible bead

between India and the
world. By hishghting thelr
stories of triurmngh and
struggie, India ¢ e the
warld a de
undmsundlngur its global

Foatprint Acknawledging
the contributions of the
diaspora will strengthen

India’s glabal partnerships.
This initiative shauld be
supported throu
academic studies, cultural
exhibitions, and
collabarations with
Cwerseas communities.
Pavithea,

Tinscrs, Tamil Madu

The histary of the Indian
diaspora is a part of India's

rich tradition and culture.
Indian history needs o be
highlighted globally.

Indians, wherewer they are
cutside their country, hawe

of the ecancmy of these
nations. They are peace
loving and tolerant. it is

documenting the history of
the Indian diaspars.

ran,
henng

Managing crowds
Whenever a stam,
CEUMS, AUMETOUS questions
arize regarding

ary measures

strategies. Be it m ]
dance shows, festivals and
pracessions, fairs and
miscellaneaus functio

the arganisers and officials
in charge should have a
“risk lvoldln:e plan in
place. Ap ate

Pessures can ba taken
using technology such as
artificial inelligen ce, drones.
and stampede monitonng
alarms.

- s
Thalikans, Rannur, Kerala

Trump's
W5, President-elect Donald

boundaries have been
denounced as “crazy,
‘outlandish® and “nsane” His
plans' will hawe global
repencussians. It is almast
s if the real estate
develzper in Me. Trump has
come to the fore. Perhaps
we can look at his rash
statements as nothing more
than a ‘political theatre of
the absurd’ and feel at ease.
par. Trume will scon be in
the white House and ane
hopes that he will act
sensibly and sagaciousty far
humanity's sake, especially

as he will hawe access to the
nuclear buttan.

6. David Milton,
Maruhancode, Tamil sadu

The deleterious and
expansionist agenda of the
President-elact of the LS. &
conceming M Trumg
should respect the
sowereignty of ather nations
and consider the

ramifi cations of his actions.

L
it carey the postal Bddress




India’s journey so far on the Al military bandwagon

s the world has begun utilising and
A developing artificial intelligence (AI) for

military purposes amidst debates of
ethical concerns, India also appears to have
hopped on the bandwagon. Last year saw a
defence Budget of ¥6.21 lakh crore ($75 billion),
with an emphasis on modernising and upgrading
India’s military. India has begun to make strides
towards integrating Al systems with their military
and using them across various systems. Products
such as the Indrajaal autonomous drone security
system have been developed. India has also
attracted investments from numerous foreign
tech giants for its Al ecosystem — Microsoft, for
example, has committed approximately $3 billion
to building data centres in Telangana.

On track but there are hurdles

Multiple government figures have made
statements about the utility of Al for military
purposes, including Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who remarked that “artificial
intelligence or Al has the potential to
revolutionize military operations, from predictive
analytics to autonomous decision-making
systems”.

Additionally, India is a part of multiple joint
initiatives internationally that focus on Al All
these steps indicate the pouring of money and
manpower into developing Al systems for
military purposes. India is on track to fully
utilising the potential of Al. However, there are
some obstacles. Once addressed, they will ensure
that India’s adoption of Al will be even better.

Alack of digitised data to train systems on as
well as a dearth of funds are the obvious factors.
The biggest issue is the fact that the data centres
required to run Al systems are expensive. India’s
military already has to focus on replacing legacy
systems such as older aircraft with newer models,
which is an expensive endeavour in itself. India’s
legacy hardware is no longer competitive in the
global sphere, and significant resources are being
directed towards replacing and upgrading it.

However, more general hurdles which are

Adya Madhavan

research analyst at
The Takshashila
Institution

India has begun
harnessing Al's
potential to
strengthen its
defence
ecosystem, but
there are still
significant
impediments

harder to overcome exacerbate the problem. One
such issue is that India’s policies on Al are still
fragmented or lack guidelines for
implementation. For instance, the National
Strategy for Artificial Intelligence outlines India’s
vision for deploying Al. However it provides little
insight on actual mechanisms for deployment.

Similarly, the responsible Al for All paper
outlines the importance of accountability and
transparency and puts forward principles for
responsible Al use, but falls short in making
military-Al-specific recommendations. Major
strides have been made through these
documents, but, as of now, arguably more robust
frameworks need to be put in place for the
deployment and the regulation of Al in the
military. The Defence Artificial Intelligence
Council (DAIC) and the Defence Al Project
Agency (DAIPA) have been set up, and their
objectives will bridge these gaps. However, there
have not been any recent updates available to the
public from these bodies.

The international picture
Al is also a technology that is a must based on the
alacrity with which other countries have been
focusing on integrating it with their militaries.
Israel and China have focused on rapidly
developing and deploying military Al and their
technologies are already far ahead. India needs
clarity of vision in its attitude towards Al, to make
it possible to roll out Al systems faster and catch
up with the global Al wave. There appears to be
some degree of inconsistency within the
government regarding sentiments towards
military Al. This is reflected in remarks made by
notable figures that underscore resistance or
mistrust regarding the new technology. For
example, the Minister of External Affairs
compared Al to nuclear weapons — Al will be as
dangerous for the world as nuclear bombs once
were” — in terms of their potential dangers to the
world.

During the Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence (GPAI) in 2023, the Prime Minister

also remarked that there must be a focus
proceeding with extreme caution and warned of
the darker sides of Al. While there is clarity on
the fact that Al will be critical in the coming
years, especially military Al, there appears to be
less clarity on how to roll it out.

The specific problems in India

One of the biggest challenges that must be
addressed, even when India is at the stage where
technologies are ready to be widely deployed, is
the historically siloed nature of the armed forces.
The Indian Army, Indian Navy, and Indian Air
Force have separate doctrines, systems and
communication practices. This will likely
significantly hinder interoperability and the
procurement of systems for joint operations.

Finally, when it comes to the procurement of
systems themselves, one of the issues with
developing Al for defence is the reliance on
public sector units (PSU), which has prevailed in
India for many decades. Despite the
misconception that most of India’s defence
manufacturers are public sector companies,
many private entities and startups produce
advanced, high-quality systems. To equip the
military with the best systems at a large enough
scale, there will have to be public-private
partnerships (PPPs) or an introduction of private
competition. As seen with the space sector, this
can significantly change the state of affairs.

India has already begun harnessing AI's
potential to bolster its defence ecosystem.
However, these multiple impediments serve as a
reminder of the measures that need to be taken.
Strategic alignment is paramount, and robust
frameworks and policies are necessary to ensure
AT’s effective and ethical deployment. India needs
to make systemic changes to tackle issues such as
the inter-service silos and an overreliance on
PSUs. Finally, collaboration and innovation
internationally and in terms of PPPs will
accelerate Al adoption and innovation. With a
cohesive strategy, India will be able to maximise
the utility of Al




* India’s Journey on the Al Military Bandwagon

* Overview

* India has made strides in adopting Artificial Intelligence (Al) for
defense, aiming to modernize its military capabilities and integrate Al
Into various systems.
» {1 37011 &I &THATST T 3Tefaeh delial 3R e
JUNTeRIT 7 T3S & Thighd el & folv HIAA Jraam (Al)
& U H gt fr g1




Budget and Investments
In 2023, a budget of X6.21 lakh crore ($75 billion) was allocated to modernize India’s
military.

Microsoft and other tech giants have invested around $3 billion in Telangana for Al data
centers.

2023 H, IR T el & MYFeIeniehiol & oIT 26.21 T FUS T Tl AEied
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* On Track but Facing Challenges

1. Statements from Leaders
1. Defense Minister Rajnath Singh emphasized Al’s potential to revolutionize military operations.

2. TETT HAT TS 8 o T3S T T TdTeldd H HiTd oled ! &THAdT 9 SR T

2. Policy and Framework

1. India's National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence outlines a vision but lacks specific
implementation mechanisms for military Al.

2. AR T [T FRAA Feftraar 0t fSehior gereT Fidl & Afrd e wag &
fT Fdleadsl dT & HAr Bl

3. Obstacles
1. Data availability and the cost of setting up data centers remain significant challenges.

2. 3T T ITAUAT AR SeT HeX T e I AT 991 FAdar st g5 &




* International Comparisons

* Countries like Israel and China have rapidly
integrated Al into their militaries, providing
them a strategic edge.
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* Specific Problems in India

1. Outdated Systems

1. India still relies on public sector units (PSUs) for defense
production, which hinders access to advanced technologies.

2. ARG 3737 97 & 3cure & folv graoiiee &F &l
SRS (PSUs) W TAR 8, S 3eaid WA AR Tk
qﬁr:ﬁrwm%

2. Interoperability

1. The Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force operate on separate
systems, leading to integration challenges.

2. R GoT, el 3R arg el 7T-37erT JoTfordl o1
T A &, foreer wehratot 7 gelifaar 3T g

3. Public-Private Partnerships

1. Greater collaboration between private and public sectors is '
essential for innovation.

2. AGER & oI el 3R gaeas &4 & S ¥
eI 392Th ¢ /

> 4




Recommendations

Robust Policies

e A robust framework for deploying and regulating Al in the military is needed.

o o H UG A o] A 3R AHIATAT A & v T HASled S 3aedeh gl
Global Partnerships

e India must participate in international collaborations for Al innovation.

o AR I TS AR & [T IARASET TINT H AT olaT AT

Training and Innovation

e Emphasis on education and R&D to maximize Al’s potential.

o TS T HHTAATIHT I HhdH el & faw ReT AR IgdYE va b ) SR
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Supply chaln issues dent
luxury car sales in 2024

S50-YEARFACILITY SEENTO BOOSTPUBLICINVESTMENTS

Bigger capex loans to states
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Outrage over L&T chief’s hard work talk

FE BUREAU
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90-HOUR WORK WEEK DEBATE
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The 2-lakh-crore business opportunity India Inc is vying for

How Maha Kumbh is a pitching ground for brands
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Sex Ratio at Birth
Dropped in Haryana




* As per the Data from Civil Registration System (CRS), sex ratio at birth
in Haryana dropped to 910 in 2024, the lowest it has been since 2016
when the ratio was 900.

e About

* After peaking at 923 in 2019, the sex ratio at birth in Haryana
dropped to 910 in 2024, an eight-year low.

 Of the 516,402 children born in Haryana in 2024, 52.35% were boys, while
47.64% were girls.



The Sex ratio at birth is defined as the number of female births per 1000
male births.

The sex ratio is the measure of the number of females per 1,000 males

in a given population.

Reasons for Increase in Past:

e Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PNDT) Act, 1994: The gains made between 2014 and

2019 came due to the strict enforcement of the PNDT Act coupled with an intense
awareness campaign.



* Reason for Decrease: More needs to be done to change attitudes,
and in recent years, enforcement of laws aimed towards curbing
female foeticide has loosened.

* The concept of ‘only boy’ was not a popular phenomenon until now, but a

section of the families have started opting for it due to the decreasing land
holdings.



 Sex Ratio in India
* Census 2011:

* The sex ratio at all India levels
was 943 and the same for rural and

urban areas are 949 and 929
respectively.
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* The sex ratio for the 0-19 age group was 908 while that of the 60+ age group
was 1033.

* The sex ratio in the economically active age group (15-59 years) was 944.

* The sex ratio was highest in Kerala (1084) followed by Puducherry (1037)
and lowest in Daman & Diu (618) followed by Dadar & Nagar Haveli (774)
and then Chandigarh (818).



* National Family Health Survey 2021.:
e According to the NFHS-5, the overall sex ratio at birth in India was 929.
* The sex ratio of the population for the country was estimated as 1020.



 Why Historically there has been an
Imbalance in the Sex Ratio in
India?

 Cultural Preference for Sons:
* Gender Discrimination

* Female Infanticide:

* Sex-Selective Abortion:

* Economic Factors:




* Government Initiatives to Improve Sex Ratio
* Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)

* Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act,
1994

e Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
* The National Health Mission (NHM)



BHARATPOL Portal




* The Union Home Minister inaugurated the BHARATPOL portal
developed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in New Delhi.

* BHARATPOL Portal

e BHARATPOL, or Broadcast Hub for Assistance and Real-Time Action
against Transnational Crimes, is a technological platform created to
facilitate real-time coordination between central and state agencies
and the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL).



* It is designed to speed up investigations and improve crime control
measures by providing a structured and secure interface for data
sharing.

* Key Modules

e Connect: This module allows all Indian law enforcement agencies to
function as an extension of INTERPOL's National Central Bureau (NCB-
New Delhi).

* |t ensures quick and secure transmission of investigation requests and data.



* INTERPOL Notices: The portal enables faster issuance and
management of INTERPOL notices, such as Red Corner Notices, for
locating criminals both domestically and globally.

* References: It provides access to data and references from
INTERPOL’s 195 member countries, simplifying the process of seeking
and offering international assistance.



 What is Interpol?
— Interpol is an intergovernmental organization, which stands for
International Criminal Police Organization.
— Background: It was founded in 1923 at the International Police
Congress in Vienna as the International Criminal Police Commission
(ICPC).
1. In 1956, the ICPC adopted the name Interpol.
— Members: It has 196 member countries, including India.
— Headquarters: Lyon, France



Hysterectomy




* There is growing concern over the potential excess of caesarean
sections and unnecessary hysterectomies being performed.

* About Hysterectomy

* A hysterectomy is a surgical procedure to remove a woman’s uterus,
which means she will no longer have menstrual periods or be able to
become preghant.



* The uterus is the place where a baby
grows when a woman is pregnant.

* |In some cases, the ovaries and
fallopian tubes are also removed.

* If both ovaries are taken out, the a
woman will enter menopause.




Common reasons : Fibroids, Pelvic organ prolapse, Very heavy

or painful periods, Endometriosis, Uterine, cervical, or ovarian
cancer.

Health Impact: Unnecessary hysterectomies cause severe
physical, social, and mental health burdens.

e Premature menopause, weight gain, and increased health risks like heart
disease and diabetes are some of the consequences



* Supreme Court Intervention: The Supreme Court has directed states
to implement guidelines to monitor unnecessary hysterectomies,
addressing issues in Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Rajasthan.



Geographical Distribution of
Overseas Indians



Country Overseas Indian

USA 5,409,062

UK 1,864,318

UAE 3,568,848

South Africa 1,700,000

Saudi Arabia 2,463,509

Myanmar 2,002,660

Malaysia 2,914,127
Kuwait 995,528
Oman 686,635

Canada 2,875,954




 Classification of Diaspora:

* Non-Resident Indians (NRIs): NRIs are Indians who are
residents of foreign countries. A person is considered NRI if:

« Aperson is a non-resident if they are in India for less than 182 days
in a year or less than 365 days in the preceding 4 years and less than
60 days in the current year.



* Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs):

* PIlO refers to a foreign citizen (previously held an Indian passport) who or
their parents/grandparents born in India or who is a spouse of a citizen of India or

a PlO.

« Nationals of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Iran, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka and Nepal are not included in the PIO classification.

 The PIO category was abolished in 2015 and merged with the OCI
category.






* India achieved a 26.84% reduction in nationwide Particulate Matter
(PM) levels from 2019 to 2024, with National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) cities showing a 24.45% improvement due to targeted
Interventions.

* Top Performers: Varanasi led with a 76.4% reduction in pollution,
followed by Moradabad (58%) and Kanpur (51.2%).

* Among the major cities, Kolkata saw a 21.5% reduction in pollution,
driven by stricter industrial regulations and improved public
transport.



* Southern and western cities, like Bengaluru (8%) and Chennai (9.2%),
steadily reduced pollution levels.

* Challenges: Cities like Delhi (PM 2.5 at 107 pg/m?3) and Byrnihat in
Assam (PM 2.5 at 127.3 pg/m?3) remain the most polluted cities.

 Cities like Gurugram, Faridabad, and Ghaziabad require urgent
Interventions.



e Key Contributors:

* Industrial emissions, vehicular pollution, and stubble burning
exacerbate pollution in northern states.

 NCAP: Launched in January 2019 by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), aims to reduce PM10 and
PM2.5 levels by 20% by 2024-25, with 2017 as the baseline.

* The target has been revised to 40% reduction in PM10 levels or
meeting national standards (60 pg/m?3) by 2025-26.



W&
Air Pollutants

Sulphur Dioxifle (S02)

+
wl I o o
of ©r
It comes from the consumption of fossil fuels
(oil, coal and natural gas). Reacts with water to
form acid rain.

Impact: Causes respiratory problems

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO:z)

= | ™o

Emissions from road transport, industry and energy
production sectors. Contributes to Ozone and PM
formaton

Impact: Chronic lung disease

Ammonia (NHs)

¥ | & o

Produced by the metabolism of amino acids and
other compounds which contain nitrogen

Impact: Immediate buming of the eyes, nose,
throat and respiratory tract and can result in
blindness, lung damage.

Ozone (9;)

brsh I © ©
Secondary poliutant formed from other
poliutants (NOx and VOC) under the action of
the sun.
Impact: Immtation of the eye and respiratory
mucous membranes, asthma attacks.

Carbon Monoxide (CO)

R i | oo

1tis a product of the incomplete combustion of
carbon-containing compounds

Impact: Fatigue, confusion, and dizziness cue 10
inadegquate oxygen delivery 1o the brain

Lead (Pb)

Released as a waste product from extraction of
metals such as silver, platmum, and iron from
their respective ores

Impact: Anemia, weaxnass, and kidney and
brain damage.

Particulate Matter (PM)

‘
wl B =
PM10: Inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 10 micrometers and smaller.
PM2.5: Fine inhalable particles, with diameters that are generally 2 5 micrometers and smaller

Source: Emitted from construction sites, unpaved roads, fields, fires.
Impact: kreguiar heartbeat, aggravated asthma, decreased lung function

Note: These major air pollutants are included in the Air quality index for which
short-term National Ambient Air Quality Standards are prescribed.
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* 1. What was the significant legal development involving Donald Trump

in 20247
2024 H 3lATes ¢U & HEAd HAGeaqul Hlelell TTAThHA FIT AT?

* A. He was acquitted in all cases / 3ot Ty ATHAY H SO T &=

90gT|
B. He was sentenced for falsifying business records / 3 % UICE D ED

RFE A aa Tfad & F foaw gor & 7135

C. He became the first U.S. President to win a case in court / 9 Ugel

aﬁﬁ?ﬁr Iseufa g fSieglet 3rgreld & AT SHidT
D. He re5|gned from his political career / 3_€Iﬁ' 9 Al

HRAT ¥ SEANGT & T




* What is the primary aim of the BHARATPOL portal?
BHARATPOL GICH T HEY 3ccRy T g7

* A. Promote financial inclusion / TAdr THATAAT FT deraT ST

B. Coordinate real-time action against transnational crimes /
HAWSET HTET & @A aEdias 7T 7 FRAES AT

AT Il o .
C. Enhance e-commerce in rural areas / ATHIOT &= & é-a:mﬁ )

Jerar el
D. Improve India's cybersecurity infrastructure / AR C ) HISsY

FI&T TIGAT H YR HIAT




* 3. Which historical craft is highlighted in the Republic Day "At Home"

curated gift box?
Beod et aies Te disn 3 ate 4 0TRe.

dIUI(‘|>I

freg gefda féh—aT T &7
- A. Kalamkari on Bamboo Box / 910 €1FH U{ HolHGRI
ICRIGH

B. Channapatna Toys / Deeldcall
C. Madhubani Pamtmgs/ﬂ'ﬁﬁ?ﬁ gyfesq

D. Pattachitra Art / 9 el




* 4. What is the focus of India’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence
in the defense sector?

Tm%mﬁaﬂtaa?rmawagﬁﬂga(fﬁwm;hﬁw e fohg
W g?
* A. Establishing Al-powered missile systems / THTS-TATd [RAAS

fa¥ew vafa 3 .

B. Modernizing military capabilities / AT &THATIHT FI HTWUT
C. Increasing cybersecurity measures / HTgd{ HI&TT 39T A CIAG]]
D. Improving medical facilities for soldiers / ﬂ'ﬁﬂff & fov Rfercar

AUt A FUR FIAT




* 5. What is the significance of the sex ratio at birth data for Haryana in

20247
2oz4ﬁgﬁawﬁamésmﬁﬁn§rmﬁ$§aw Agcd &1

87

* A. It reached its highest in eight years / Jg 31To aul # 39 3=IdH
EAT WX tI'g'il' IgT|
B. It dropped to its lowest since 2016 / 9§ 2016 & d¢ d 9o

FH e ¥R W 9gT T -
C. It achieved gender parity / Eﬂﬁ [T HHATTAT gl I
D. It surpassed the national average / 9@ TI'VSEPT T F wOw GT

9IdgT|




* 6. What climate milestone was breached in 2024, as per global data?

digeh 3T & 3R, 2024 H Fid AT FTAdG HT FT e IR
fordar Irar?

 A. Global temperatures crossed the 1.5°C threshold / dfRas arqHATT
o 1.5° cHAT #Fr IR R
B. Sea levels rose by 10 meters / §Hg Td¥ 10 HleT d& ¢

5 IT|
C. Arctic ice completely meIted/.’:H'I%-Tﬁ?T aF 1=I¢\ff e 8 Nud ?I?I
D. CO2 emissions reached an all-time low / CO2 3cHoleT 3T dF &

mﬁaﬁwwqgiruml




e 7. What is the PM reduction target under the National Clean Air

Programme (NCAP) by 2025-267 (
2025-26 TIeh ISCIA TATH A1 HIUhA (NCAP) & g dIvH

$heldl I I8 FIT g7

* A. 20%
B. 30%
C. 40%
D. 50%




* 8. What is the historical significance of Interpol, as mentioned in the
document?

SEdidol | Scdulel ol Ufagiie Agcd a1 87

* A. Founded during World War I /Eﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂ' faeq LG & SRIeT
TIRT fohaT Tl

B. It was established as the International Criminal Police Commission /

sﬁmmqﬁvma;wﬁmﬁm

C It was the first organization to combat cybercrimes / 9§ HIgdY
IWTET A TS ITAT gl ST AT

D. It fo%_uses exclusively on terrorism / d4g QY & & ATdHdig W
hied B




* 9. What is a hysterectomy?
feTeyaFerar Far g7

« A. Removal of the ovaries / 3TSTAT &I FTLAT|
B. Removal of the uterus / ITATAT Y geT=AT|
C. Removal of the fallopian tubes / BTl T cgd $I geleT|
D. A diagnostic test for fertility / Folelel &THIT ¥ fav & fAEE

gqdiaToT|



e 10. What significant reduction in pollution was achieved by Varanasi
under NCAP? ’
aN?$A£§ ded IRV GaRT 9G¥l H fhclell Hgcdqul el gTidel
?

* A. 50%
B. 58%
C. 60%
D. 76.4%




Fun Fact




e one of the world’s strictest anti-
tobacco laws. Selling tobacco is
prohibited, and smoking in public is
heavily restricted.

A 4
Ban on Tobacco
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