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10 MCQ from the session 



• What is the primary reason for the recent surge in India's cotton 
imports?

• भारत में हाल ही में कपास आयात में वदृ्धि का मुख्य कार  ्या ह ?
• A. Increase in domestic cotton production / घरेलू कपास उत्पादन में 
वदृ्धि
B. Lower international cotton prices and reduced domestic yield / 
अतंरराष्ट्रीय कपास की कीमतें कम और घरेलू उत्पादन में धरराव 
C. Government subsidies on imported cotton / आयाततत कपास पर 
सरकारी सब्ससडी
D. Declining global cotton demand / व ब्ववक कपास मांर में धरराव 



• Which organization in India procured large quantities of cotton to 
stabilize prices?

• भारत में कपास की कीमतों को ब्थिर करने के ललए ककस संरठन ने बड े
प माने पर कपास की खरीद की?

• A. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 
Authority (APEDA)
B. Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) / भारतीय कपास तनरम (CCI)
C. National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation (NAFED)
D. Food Corporation of India (FCI)



• What is the main economic challenge faced by Indian cotton farmers?

• भारतीय कपास ककसानों के सामने मुख्य आधििक चुनौती ्या ह ?
• A. High production costs and low Minimum Support Price (MSP) / उच्च 
उत्पादन लारत और कम न्यूनतम समििन मूल्य (MSP)
B. Lack of export opportunities / तनयाित अवसरों की कमी
C. Government restrictions on cotton farming / कपास की खेती पर 
सरकारी प्रततबंि
D. Overproduction of cotton / कपास का अत्यधिक उत्पादन



• Which country recently unveiled its first nuclear-powered submarine?

• ककस देश ने हाल ही में अपनी पहली परमा -ुसंचाललत पनडुसबी का 
अनावर  ककया?

• A. China / चीन
B. Russia / रूस
C. North Korea / उत्तर कोररया
D. Iran / ईरान



• What is the estimated weight of North Korea’s nuclear-powered 
submarine?

• उत्तर कोररया की परमा -ुसंचाललत पनडुसबी का अनुमातनत वजन ककतना 
ह ?

• A. 2,000-3,000 tonnes
B. 4,000-5,000 tonnes
C. 6,000-7,000 tonnes
D. 8,000-10,000 tonnes



• Madhav National Park, recently declared a Tiger Reserve, is located in 
which Indian state?

• हाल ही में  ाइरर ररजवि घोषित मािव राष्ट्रीय उद्यान ककस भारतीय 
राज्य में ब्थित ह ?

• A. Rajasthan / राजथिान
B. Madhya Pradesh / मध्य प्रदेश
C. Maharashtra / महाराष्ट्र
D. Chhattisgarh / छत्तीसरढ़



• Which of the following power sources currently dominates India’s 
electricity generation?

• तनम्नललखखत में से कौन सा स्रोत वतिमान में भारत की बबजली उत्पादन 
प्र ाली में प्रमुख ह ?

• A. Nuclear power / परमा ु ऊजाि
B. Coal-based power / कोयला-आिाररत ऊजाि
C. Renewable energy (solar and wind) / नवीकर ीय ऊजाि (सौर और 
पवन)
D. Hydroelectric power / जलषवद्युत ऊजाि



• What is the expected peak power demand in India for 2024?

• 2024 में भारत की अनुमातनत चरम बबजली मांर ककतनी होरी?
• A. 200 GW

B. 220 GW
C. 250 GW
D. 270 GW



• What is "Emocracy," a term recently discussed in India’s governance 
debates?

• "इमोके्रसी" ्या ह , ब्जसे हाल ही में भारत की शासन चचािओ ंमें शालमल 
ककया रया?

• A. A form of governance driven by emotions rather than rational 
policy-making / ऐसा शासन जो तकि संरत नीतत तनमाि  के बजाय 
भावनाओ ंसे पे्रररत होता ह 
B. A democratic system influenced by artificial intelligence / कृबिम 
बुद्धिमत्ता द्वारा प्रभाषवत एक लोकतांबिक प्र ाली
C. A governance model focusing on environmental policies / पयािवर  
नीततयों पर कें द्रित एक शासन मॉडल
D. A new economic framework for emerging markets / उभरते बाजारों के
ललए एक नया आधििक ढांचा



• What is the "Gandiva" missile, which was recently renamed from Astra 
MK-III?

• "रांडीव" लमसाइल ्या ह , ब्जसे हाल ही में अथि MK-III से पुनः नालमत 
ककया रया?

• A. A short-range air-to-air missile / एक छो ी दरूी की हवा से हवा में
मार करने वाली लमसाइल
B. An anti-tank guided missile / एक एं ी- ैंक राइडडे लमसाइल
C. A beyond visual range (BVR) air-to-air missile / एक दृब्ष्ट्  से परे 
(BVR) हवा से हवा में मार करने वाली लमसाइल
D. A nuclear-capable submarine-launched missile / एक परमा -ुसक्षम 
पनडुसबी से लॉन्च की जाने वाली लमसाइल













Mark Carney, a former central banker, has 
been elected as the leader of Canada’s 
ruling Liberal Party and will become the 
next Prime Minister. 

He replaces Justin Trudeau, who 
announced his resignation in January. 
Carney won by a landslide, securing 
85.9% of the votes. 

He takes charge at a time when Canada 
faces tensions with U.S. President Donald 
Trump over trade and national security.



Carney has vowed to maintain retaliatory tariffs on 
the U.S. until “the Americans show respect.” 

He accused Trump of imposing unjustified tariffs 
that hurt Canadian families, businesses, and 
workers.

Carney previously served as the Governor of the 
Bank of Canada and the first non-citizen to head 
the Bank of England, where he played a key role in 
the UK’s recovery from the 2008 financial crisis. 



Trump’s rhetoric on making Canada the 
51st U.S. state has angered Canadians, 
leading to a rise in nationalist sentiment.

Many Canadians are boycotting U.S. 
goods and canceling trips to America in 
protest.

The Liberal Party’s popularity has surged, 
strengthening its position ahead of the 
upcoming parliamentary elections.



Political and Economic Implications (राजनीततक और 
आधििक प्रभाव)

1. Canada-U.S. Trade Relations (कनाडा-अमेररका व्यापार 
संबंि)

Carney's decision to retain retaliatory tariffs signals 
continued trade tensions with the U.S.

Canada will protect its economic interests against U.S. 
policies that harm Canadian businesses.

Potential disruptions in trade could impact both 
economies, particularly in manufacturing and 
agriculture.



2. Rise of Canadian Nationalism (कनाडाई 
राष्ट्रवाद में वदृ्धि)

Trump’s aggressive policies and rhetoric have 
fueled nationalism in Canada.

Increased anti-American sentiment is driving 
boycotts of U.S. products and travel restrictions.

The Liberal Party is leveraging nationalist 
sentiments to gain political advantage



3. Economic Leadership Under Carney (माकि  
कानी के नेततृ्व में आधििक नीतत)

Carney’s experience as Governor of the Bank 
of Canada and Bank of England is expected to 
bring stability to Canada’s economic policies.

His leadership will focus on strengthening the 
economy, addressing inflation, and managing 
trade conflicts.



Potential Future Developments (सभंाषवत भषवष्ट्य की घ नाएँ)

Tougher Trade Negotiations with the U.S.

• Canada may demand trade concessions from the U.S. in key sectors like energy, agriculture, and 
manufacturing.

Stronger Economic Policies in Canada

• Carney’s economic expertise will likely lead to policies that boost investment, employment, and 
economic growth.

Impact on Canadian Elections

• If the Liberal Party wins the parliamentary elections, it will further strengthen Carney’s position.

Global Trade Impact

• Canada may look towards Europe and Asia for trade partnerships to reduce dependency on the U.S.









• Ukraine became the largest 
arms importer globally 
between 2020-24 due to its war 
with Russia, registering a 100-
fold increase in imports 
compared to 2015-19. 

• India ranked as the second-
largest arms importer, despite 
a 9.3% decrease in its trade 
figures between 2015-19 and 
2020-24. 



Russia remained the largest supplier of 
arms to India, accounting for 36% of 
India’s imports, although this share 
declined from 55% in 2015-19. 

France emerged as a major arms supplier 
to India, accounting for 28% of total 
French arms exports, surpassing all other 
European countries. 

China dropped out of the top 10 arms 
importers list for the first time since 1990-
94, as it expanded its domestic arms 
industry.



Russia exported weapons to 33 countries, 
with India (38%), China (17%), and 
Kazakhstan (11%) as the top recipients.

France increased its arms exports by 
155%, mainly due to large deals with India, 
including Rafale fighter jets and Scorpène-
class submarines.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Pakistan also 
remained among the top 10 arms 
importers.



India’s Changing Arms Procurement Strategy

 Diversification of Suppliers:

While Russia continues to be India’s biggest arms 
supplier, its share has reduced.

India is increasing its arms purchases from France and 
the U.S.

India’s 8.8% share of global arms imports reflects a 
shift toward a more diversified procurement approach.



 Strengthening Domestic Defense 
Industry:

India is expanding indigenous military 
production through initiatives like "Make 
in India" and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Contracts for fighter jets, submarines, 
and missile systems are increasingly 
being given to domestic manufacturers.



• Global Arms Transfer Trends

•  Overall arms trade remained stable 
between 2015-19 and 2020-24.

 Italy saw a sharp rise in arms sales, 
moving into the top 10 arms exporters list.

 35 countries exported weapons to 
Ukraine since 2022 to support its war 
efforts.

 French arms exports to India 
increased significantly, with large 
contracts for Rafale jets and submarines.

 Pakistan’s arms imports increased, 
with China providing 81% of its total 
imports.













The Problem of Over-Ripe Bananas

Brown, overripe bananas often go to waste, even when they are still edible.

This has led scientists to develop genetically engineered bananas with a longer 
shelf life and reduced browning.

The New Gene-Edited Banana

Developed by UK-based biotech company Tropic, the modified banana: 

• Stays fresh and yellow for 12 hours after peeling.

• Is less likely to brown when bruised or bumped during harvesting and transportation.



Why Do Bananas Turn Brown?

Bananas ripen due to ethylene, a plant 
hormone.

Unlike other fruits, bananas continue to 
produce ethylene even after harvest, 
speeding up ripening.

The enzyme polyphenol oxidase (PPO) is 
responsible for the browning effect when 
bananas come in contact with oxygen.



How Was a Non-Browning Banana Created?

Scientists disabled the PPO gene, slowing down 
browning without affecting ripening.

The same technique was used to develop non-
browning Arctic apples, which have been sold in 
the U.S. since 2017.

Other foods like tomatoes, melons, kiwifruits, and 
mushrooms have also been modified using similar 
techniques.



1.Why Does This Matter?
1. Bananas are highly perishable, with estimates suggesting 50% of crops go to 

waste each year.

2. A 2017 UK survey found that Britons discard 1.4 million edible bananas 
daily.

3. Food waste contributes to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, worsening 
climate change.

4. According to Tropic's press release, their gene-edited bananas could reduce 
CO2 emissions equivalent to removing 2 million passenger vehicles from 
the road each year.



Boosting R&D for India's 
Growth



India is the 2nd-largest 
producer of Science, 

technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) graduates 

after China. 

Despite this achievement, India 
ranks 39th on the Global 
Innovation Index 2024, 

significantly behind China 
(11th) showcasing low 

Research and development 
(R&D) funding in India.



R&D Funding Status: India spent only 0.65% of its GDP 
on R&D in 2022, China spent 2.43%, and Brazil 1.15%.

Global R&D Scenario:

• South Korea: In 1970, South Korea was poor but grew rapidly over 
two decades, increasing R&D spending from 0.4% to 2.5% of GDP.

• Between 1975 and 2005, it became a developed nation, and R&D 
investment by its corporate sector rose 800 times.

• China: R&D spending rose from 0.6% of GDP in the late 1990s 
to 2.4% currently, coinciding with its best growth years.



What are the Challenges in India’s R&D Ecosystem?

Low Investment: India’s R&D spending is much lower than that of 
advanced economies such as the US (3.46%), Japan (3.30%), Israel 
(5.56), and South Korea (4.93).

Government-Centric R&D: Indian R&D still relies heavily on 
government funding and institutions. e.g., In 2020–21, the Private 
Sector Industry contributed only 36.4% of R&D funding.



US Withdrawal from Loss and Damage 
Fund



The US has withdrawn from the Loss and Damage 
Fund (LDF), furthering its disengagement from 

global climate commitments like the Paris 
Agreement and Green Climate Fund. 

LDF: Created at UN Climate Change Conference COP 
27 in Egypt, the LDF supports developing and small 

island nations facing climate-induced losses like 
rising sea levels, heatwaves, and extreme weather, 

with contributions from developed nations.



The LDF is managed by a Governing Board, with the World 
Bank as its interim trustee. 

Nearly USD 750 million pledged under LDF, with the US 
contributing USD 17.5 million before withdrawing.

Implications of US Withdrawal: Vulnerable nations, 
including India (which alone faced USD 56 billion in 
weather-related damages (2019 - 2023)), face growing 
uncertainty in climate aid, further straining North-South 
climate negotiations.





KHANJAR-XII
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• Which country was the largest arms importer globally between 2020-
24?

• 2020-24 के बीच व ब्ववक थतर पर सबसे बडा हधियार आयातक देश 
कौन सा िा?

• A. India / भारत
B. Saudi Arabia / सऊदी अरब
C. Ukraine / यूके्रन
D. China / चीन



• What was the primary reason behind Ukraine becoming the top arms 
importer?

• यूके्रन के सबसे बड ेहधियार आयातक बनने का मुख्य कार  ्या िा?
• A. Increased military budget due to internal conflicts / आंतररक संघिों
के कार  बढ़ा स न्य बज 
B. Its war with Russia / रूस के साि उसका युद्ि
C. A shift in global defense alliances / व ब्ववक रक्षा रठबंिनों में
बदलाव
D. Expansion of its arms manufacturing industry / इसके हधियार 
तनमाि  उद्योर का षवथतार



• Despite being the second-largest arms importer, what trend was 
observed in India's arms trade between 2015-19 and 2020-24?

• दसूरा सबसे बडा हधियार आयातक होने के बावजदू, भारत के हधियार 
व्यापार में 2015-19 और 2020-24 के बीच कौन सी प्रवषृत्त देखी रई?

• A. Increased by 15% / 15% की वदृ्धि हुई
B. Decreased by 9.3% / 9.3% की कमी हुई
C. Remained stable / ब्थिर बनी रही
D. Doubled due to new defense deals / नई रक्षा सौदों के कार  
दोरनुी हो रई



• Which country moved into the top 10 arms exporters list due to a 
sharp rise in arms sales?

• कौन सा देश हधियारों की बबक्री में तेज वदृ्धि के कार  शीिि 10 
हधियार तनयाितकों की सूची में शालमल हो रया?

• A. United States / संयु्त राज्य अमेररका
B. France / फ्ांस
C. Italy / इ ली
D. Germany / जमिनी



• What percentage of Pakistan’s arms imports came from China 
between 2020-24?

• 2020-24 के बीच पाककथतान के कुल हधियार आयात का ककतने 
प्रततशत चीन से आया?

• A. 60%
B. 70%
C. 81%
D. 90%



• How many countries have exported weapons to Ukraine since 2022?

• 2022 से अब तक ककतने देशों ने यूके्रन को हधियार तनयाित ककए हैं?
• A. 20

B. 25
C. 30
D. 35



• Which country increased its arms exports to India significantly, 
including Rafale jets and submarines?

• ककस देश ने भारत को अपने हधियार तनयाित में उल्लेखनीय वदृ्धि की, 
ब्जसमें राफेल जे  और पनडुब्सबयाँ शालमल हैं?

• A. Russia / रूस
B. United States / संयु्त राज्य अमेररका
C. France / फ्ांस
D. Germany / जमिनी



• According to research, what percentage of bananas go to waste 
annually?

• अनुसंिान के अनुसार, हर साल ककतने प्रततशत केले बबािद हो जाते हैं?
• A. 30%

B. 40%
C. 50%
D. 60%



• What is the estimated environmental impact of gene-edited bananas 
according to Tropic’s press release?

• Tropic की पे्रस षवज्ञब्तत के अनुसार, जीन-संपाद्रदत केले का अनुमातनत 
पयािवर ीय प्रभाव ्या ह ?

• A. It will reduce CO₂ emissions equivalent to removing 1 million cars from 
roads annually.
(यह हर साल सडकों से 1 लमललयन कारों को ह ाने के बराबर CO₂ उत्सजिन 
को कम करेरा।)
B. It will reduce CO₂ emissions equivalent to removing 2 million cars from 
roads annually.
(यह हर साल सडकों से 2 लमललयन कारों को ह ाने के बराबर CO₂ उत्सजिन 
को कम करेरा।)
C. It will cut CO₂ emissions by 30%.
(यह CO₂ उत्सजिन को 30% तक कम करेरा।)
D. It will have no major environmental impact.
(इसका कोई महत्वपू ि पयािवर ीय प्रभाव नहीं होरा।)



• What is "KHANJAR-XII," recently in the news?

• "KHANJAR-XII" हाल ही में चचाि में ्यों िा?
• A. A new defense missile system launched by India and Russia / भारत 
और रूस द्वारा लॉन्च की रई नई रक्षा लमसाइल प्र ाली
B. A joint military exercise between India and Kyrgyzstan / भारत और 
ककधरिज़थतान के बीच एक संयु्त स न्य अभ्यास
C. A cyber security initiative launched by NATO / NATO द्वारा शुरू की 
रई साइबर सुरक्षा पहल
D. A special operation by the Indian Navy / भारतीय नौसेना द्वारा 
ककया रया षवशिे अलभयान











10 MCQ from the session 





• Sustainable Future – Masdar City



Thank you 
guys.
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