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 What is the primary reason for the recent surge in India's cotton
imports?

« R A 3Tl & A FI AT #A & FT HET FROT FAT 872

* A. Increase in domestic cotton production /EI'QT{\ HYT 3G A

C ~
B. Lower international cotton prices and reduced domestic yield /

HAWTSET FIH T AT FH7 3 G 3caea # Frae
C. Government subsidies on imported cotton /BTTZITfaT-l' oUldH U

TR Hieds) D
D. Declining global cotton demand / /9% FIT ART # FREC



* Which organization in India procured large quantities of cotton to
stabilize prices?

« IR & FUH 1 AAGT & I F:AF & AT 59 gred o a3
A W s 1 @i Hi?

* A. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA)

B. Cotton Corporation of India (CCl) / RANT HIr@ AT (CCl)

C. National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation (NAFED)
D. Food Corporation of India (FCl)



 What is the main economic challenge faced by Indian cotton farmers?
- HRAT FIH fFarEl & A A&7 s gotdr Far 872

* A. High production costs and low Minimum Support Price (MSP) / 3=
3cUIGsT dTd 3R FH ~gAdA_GHIT Hed (MSP)
B. Lack of export opportunltles AGEIGH TET Fr FA
C. Government restrictions on cotton farming / 91H T @t W

TIHERT gfaeer
D. Overproduction of cotton / 9TH hI HIAS 3cUlcsT



* Which country recently unveiled its first nuclear-powered submarine?

- fFE QU o g Y A A ggell WHTI-HEIford gergedl T
ATaor fHar?

e A. China / di\eT

B. Russia / &H
C. North Korea / 39X hIRdT

D. Iran / ST



 What is the estimated weight of North Korea’s nuclear-powered
submarine?

-@aﬂﬁmﬁm—ﬁaﬁaq@am@rﬁamm
?
* A. 2,000-3,000 tonnes

B. 4,000-5,000 tonnes

C. 6,000-7,000 tonnes
D. 8,000-10,000 tonnes



 Madhav National Park, recently declared a Tiger Reserve, is located in
which Indian state?

. gTT é’r # e Rord il AT AT 3@ frd SRR
I # Rya %’?

 A. Rajasthan / {ToT&UTeA
B. Madhya Pradesh / {#ET 9eQr

C. Maharashtra / AgRTSC
D. Chhattisgarh /



* Which of the following power sources currently dominates India’s
electricity generation?

- rfef@a & & Fia a1 d@ad Taq7e 7 sRa f @erel Icae
qorrell # 9@ 87

* A. Nuclear power / 9IHTUT FoAl
B. Coal-based power / BITT-ATETRT ST
C. Renewable energy (solar and wind) / AR FaT (GR 3R
qqe)
D. Hydroelectric power / E‘Hﬁ?{gﬁ' Foll



 What is the expected peak power demand in India for 2024?
© 2024 # HRA A AT A fosrell ART fFaer gef?

* A. 200 GW
B. 220 GW
C. 250 GW
D. 270 GW



 What is "Emocracy,"” a term recently discussed in India’s governance
debates?

- "SHAIRAE FIT &, O g1 & F 9RT Y AT g A anfAer
frar ar?

* A. A form of governance driven by emotions rather than rational

policy- makmsﬁ_a_ QW ST dhderg Aifad A#Ar & som

Hra=T3it @
B. A democratic system mfluenced by artificial intelligence / H-Tﬁ'?FI'

gefOHdl SaRT YHIfad U dlhdiias Yomell

C A governance model focusing on environmental policies / 9 Taor

Aifaal ) Figa v a9 Asd

D. A new economic framework for emerging markets / 3 9GIRT &
fav v Far nfds emr



 What is the "Gandiva" missile, which was recently renamed from Astra
MK 1n?

e AAEe #7418, O g & A 3F A MK-11/ g 1A
ﬁ»-mmn’?
e A. Ashortggﬁealrtoalrmlssﬂe/t’ﬁTE"Iﬁ@'@fﬁﬂ@'ﬁﬁ'

B. An anti-tank guided m|SS|Ie/1!'a~T i MSesS fﬁ'\‘lTs'Gl'
C. A beyond visual range (BVR) air-to-air missile / Teh e d WX

(BVR) §4aT ¥ §aT # #AR &la drel RGBS
D. A nuclear-capable submarine-launched missile / T GI{ATO-HETH

qefges! @ oled $ A arell AAST
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| think music in itself is healing.

It's an explosive expression of humanity.
It's something we are all touched by.
No matter what culture we're from,
everyone loves music.

— Billy Joel



TUESDAY
sarch 1, 2005

INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

18 Pages

STATUS OF ALLIANCE

‘INDIA bloc was only
for Lok Sabha polls’

NEWS » PAGE S

Associations
bring out
code of ethics ™
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Bi1o cHANGE
SEBI mulling revamp
of short-selling norms
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In recent years, income

levels of salaried class
have not gone up

cHAMPION'S WS
Pranav keen to play in
Candidates event

SPORT » PAGE 16

Maharashtra
Budget focuses
on job creation

MuseBAL
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister and Finance Minister
Ajt Pawar peesented a 37-takh
crore Budget for 2025-26 in the
Assembly on Monday, with 3
focus on industrial growth,
infrastructure development,
2nd job creation. % PAGE 2

Manipur talks prove futile,
highways remain blocked

Govt. officials sav free movemnent’ of vehicles will
commercial goods vehicles also halted: i

IMPHAL

s the two National
Highways in Mani-
ur em.,

blocked for the third day

res-
situation

on Tri-

Calcutta HC judge
elevated

to Supreme Court

NEW DELEI
The Centre on Monday notified
the President’s appointment of

the

government for elevation on

BHOPAL

2roups during a rally taken out
to celebeate the victory of the
indian cricket team in the ICC
Chamgions Trophy finad,
suthorities said. » PAGE 4

U.S. ICE agents
arrest
Columbia student

NEW YORK
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents on

Columbia University’s student
ercampment protest, cisiming
they were ordered to revoke
s green card. » PAGE 15

e
bal Unity on Monday had a
lct admi-

nistration officials in Kang-
pi regarding the open-
ing of oads. ich did n
lead to an;
It has demanded that

and seek the resignation of
Superintendent of Police
Manoj Prabhakar.

Kuki-Zo groups said the
indefinite shutdown would
con

Government  officials

once situation normalises: movement of

would cc

= standing. i
by the Kuks Zo Cowncil in all the Kuld areas, In Marpur.

said Kuki-Zo civil society
roups had agreed to
Piying of Manipur

Stale Tral;s t buses o1
March 7, a day before the
wehicles came under attack
in the hill district of Kang-
pokpl, leading to wviolent
clashe's with the Central se-
curity forces, which left
nne dead.

Kuki-Zo representa-
nve in Kangpokpi, howev-

x, said they had consented
only to the movement of
“empty” buses.

a rally called by a Meitei
0 march towards
fhe Rills around the same

say Kuki-Zo groups

the bus who were removed
just before the vehicle en-

rough Kangpokpi
Zo area) and reach senapa-

Union Minister withdraws
‘objectionable’ word after
sparring with DMK MPs

Sandeep Phulan
NEW DELHI

Unton Education Mmls(el
endra
comment in the Lok Labha
on Monday that the Tamil
Nadu government had ta-
ken a “U-turn™ on the issue
of the National Education
Policy for

district
b i il iy

*Movement vital’
Unlike earlier, the move-

other parts of the

Honouring traditions

That time of the year: The Badagas of the Nilgris hy
e Monday. Exght villages organize 3 procession to the Jadsyaswamy temple and perfoem a firewalk every year. 4 SATHAMOCRTHY

vy festwval at

willage near Kotags

SHRI scheme.
DMK member Kanimoz-
hi hit back by moving a
notice of breach of privi-
lege against Mr. pudhm
for making -
o SIS ading and Aot
matory” remarks.
“The Hon'ble Mmlxler

Major uproar: Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

speaking in the Lok Sabha on

Monday. #Ti

Stalin condemns Union
Minister’s remarks in LS

CHENNAL

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

ALK Stalin, reacting to the

controversial re

made by Union iniscer
Pradhan in

used
Sach a5 mitiead:, ihon
est. ‘undemocratic’, and
“uncivilised' against me

cob-

the Lok Sabha on Monday,
said the Minister should
“mind ngue™ He

wanted to know whether
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoned the
comments “msulting the
people of the State.” DMK
cadre took to the streets in
several

State over the Issue.

FULL REPORT ON
2

my
leagues from the DMK and

Eroup of elected

r Pradhan said the DMK-
led

B e
stand on the

signed the agreement.” Mr.
Pradhan said.

from Tamil Nadu,
which in turn reflects the

as moved, the
AMinister had withdrawn an
objectional .

r Om Birta

it from the

“I_have used a word
which 1 should not have

centrally sponsored PM

SHRI scheme that seeks to
strengthen schools man-

aged by the Centre. State,
r local bodies.

A State has to sign a
memorandum of under-

(NEP)

Trouble started during
e Question Hour when

rnment  would
provide the fin
~The Tamil Nadu
had insially

changed the stand. Many
non-BjPruled states, in-
cluding Karnataka and Hi-
machal Pradesh, have

Birla Maran
Amid protests by the DMK

remark of the DMK

Carney to be next Canadian PM; says
will retain tariffs till U.S. shows ‘respect’

Associated Press
TORONTO)

Former central banker
Mark Carney will become
Canada’s next Prime Minis-
ter after the gover: Lib-
eral Party elected him its

Mr. Carney sald Canada
will keep retaliatory tariffs
in place untl “the Ameri-
cans show us respect™.

“We didn't ask for this
fighe. Bue Cana =al

rays ready wi
else else drope i loves. Mz

T mme, navigated
crises when he was the
head of the Bank of Canada
and when in 2013 he be-
came the first

Mr. Trump's trade war
and his talk of making Ca-

mruntheﬂankoflulg‘lmu
since it was founded In
1694. His

won bipartisan praise in
U.K. after Canada reco-
vered from the 2008 finan-
cial crisis faster than many
other countries.
opposition Conser-
vatives hoped to make the
election abour Mr. Tru-
deau, whase popularity
declined as food and hous-
ing prices rose and immi-
gration surged.

the Liberal Party’s chances
in a parflamentary election
expected within days or

weeks.
“The

Vanuatuan PM orders cancellation of
passport issued to fugitive Lalit Modi

Kallol Bhattacher]
NEW DELHI

e Prime Minister of the
Pacific istand nation Van-

cellation of the passport
that his government had &-

Hosl af b3 Frullan riadaport
have ctEdl X

want
our resources. Think about
it If dhey succeed they

estroy our way of
IAIe Mr. Carney said.

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESET

unmedmavy begin  pro-
ceedings to cancel Mr. Mo-
di's Vanuans passport,” Mr.
Napat said in a media re-
lease.

He said that the Vanua-
tuan passport for Mr. Mo-

di, wanted in India for fi-
nancial frauds, was issued
after “all standard back-
ground checks, including
Interpol screenings” and
they went ahead with
granting it to Mr. Modi after
it was found that “Interpol
had cwice rejected Indixs
requests to Issue an alert
Totite on Mr. Mods due 1o
lack of substantive judicial
evidence™.

Mr. Modi is wanted in In-
lived out of the

along ideas and
tos of his visit to Vanustn,
“Vanuatu @is) a beautiful
country. You must put on
vour bucket list. Away from

Lalit Modi

all the pollution and noise.

reached out to the Indian
High in the

port at the High Commis-

plomacy in recent years
and the island nation con-
stitutes a part of

for india- Pache” latands

king cancellation
of his Indian passport. "It
is learnt that M. Lalit Modi

has made an application
for surrender of his pass-

(FIPIC) under
hich India provides Geve:
lopment assistance to the
island states scattered In
the Pacific Ocean. FIPIC
was 2014




Carney to be next Canadian PM; says
will retain tariffs till U.S. shows ‘Trespect’

Associated Press
TORONTO

Former central banker
Mark Carney will become
Canada’s next Prime Minis-
ter after the governing Lib-
eral Party elected him its
leader on Sunday.

He is taking charge at a
time when the country
deals with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s trade war
and annexation threat, and
a federal election looms.

Mr. Carney, 59, replaces
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau, who announced his
resignation in January but
will remain in the post un-
til his successor is sworn-
in. Mr. Carney won by a
landslide, winning 85.9%
of the votes.

“Mr. Trump,

CM

aS we

Mark Carney

know, has put unjustified
tariffs on what we build, on
what we sell and how we
make a living. He’s attack-
ing Canadian families,
workers and businesses
and we cannot let him suc-
ceed and we won’t,” he
said.

Mr. Carney said Canada
will keep retaliatory tariffs
in place until “the Ameri-
cans show us respect”.

“We didn’t ask for this
fight. But Canadians are al-
ways ready when someone
else drops the gloves,” Mr.
Carney said.

Mr. Carney navigated
crises when he was the
head of the Bank of Canada
and when in 2013 he be-
came the first non-citizen
to run the Bank of England
since it was founded in
1694. His appointment
won bipartisan praise in
the U.K. after Canada reco-
vered from the 2008 finan-
cial crisis faster than many
other countries.

The opposition Conser-
vatives hoped to make the
election about Mr. Tru-
deau, whose popularity
declined as food and hous-
ing prices rose and immi-
gration surged.

Mr. Trump’s trade war
and his talk of making Ca-
nada the 5Ist U.S. State
have infuriated Canadians,
who are booing the Ameri-
can anthem at NHL and
NBA games. Some are can-
celling trips south of the
border, and many are
avoiding buying American
goods when they can.

The surge in Canadian
nationalism has bolstered
the Liberal Party’s chances
in a parliamentary election
expected within days or
weeks.

“The Americans want
our resources. Think about
it. If they succeed they
would destroy our way of
life,” Mr. Carney said.

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESET
» PAGE 4




Mark Carney, a former central banker, has
been elected as the leader of Canada’s
ruling Liberal Party and will become the
next Prime Minister.

He replaces Justin Trudeau, who
announced his resignation in January.
Carney won by a landslide, securing
85.9% of the votes.

He takes charge at a time when Canada
faces tensions with U.S. President Donald
Trump over trade and national security.



Carney has vowed to maintain retaliatory tariffs on
the U.S. until “the Americans show respect.”

He accused Trump of imposing unjustified tariffs
that hurt Canadian families, businesses, and
workers.

Carney previously served as the Governor of the
Bank of Canada and the first non-citizen to head
the Bank of England, where he played a key role in
the UK’s recovery from the 2008 financial crisis.



Trump’s rhetoric on making Canada the
51st U.S. state has angered Canadians,
leading to a rise in nationalist sentiment.

Many Canadians are boycotting U.S.
goods and canceling trips to America in
protest.

The Liberal Party’s popularity has surged,
strengthening its position ahead of the
upcoming parliamentary elections.



Political and Economic Implications (JSTeliTae AR
nfd+ gsma)

1. Canada-U.S. Trade Relations (m—&ﬁﬁﬂ IEIES
.. )

Carney's decision to retain retaliatory tariffs signals
continued trade tensions with the U.S.

Canada will protect its economic interests against U.S.
policies that harm Canadian businesses.

Potential disruptions in trade could impact both
economies, particularly in manufacturing and
agriculture.



.........

2. Rise of Canadian Nationalism (Hv_o-IT31€
Irsgarg A g4a)

Trump’s aggressive policies and rhetoric have
fueled nationalism in Canada.

Increased anti-American sentiment is driving
boycotts of U.S. products and travel restrictions.

The Liberal Party is leveraging nationalist
sentiments to gain political advantage




°
.........

3. Economic Leadership Under Carney (HF%
Flel & dAded & A i)

Carney’s experience as Governor of the Bank
of Canada and Bank of England is expected to
bring stability to Canada’s economic policies.

His leadership will focus on strengthening the
economy, addressing inflation, and managing
trade conflicts.




Potential Future Developments (Fi'ﬂTﬁ?l‘ HiasT A EI?,?IT&")

Tougher Trade Negotiations with the U.S.

e Canada may demand trade concessions from the U.S. in key sectors like energy, agriculture, and
manufacturing.

Stronger Economic Policies in Canada

e Carney’s economic expertise will likely lead to policies that boost investment, employment, and
economic growth.

Impact on Canadian Elections

e If the Liberal Party wins the parliamentary elections, it will further strengthen Carney’s position.

Global Trade Impact

e Canada may look towards Europe and Asia for trade partnerships to reduce dependency on the U.S.
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‘Indonesia has not decided on
buving missiles from BrahMos
buying

Sounterpare from Vienam. BrahMos, a company
co- d b;

Indian and Russ

s one of our considerations to review, bur 1
cannot give an official statement when there's no
formal contract,” the spokesperson said. reurere

LS passes Bills of Lading Bill
aimed to simplify shipping

The Lok Sabha
Lading B4l

on Monday pass
1. 2005, which aims to U

ed the Bills of
pdate and

pressing need for India to adopt a more

and

e Law ehat

ofPorts, mppmg and Waterways Ciaa

statemen

India second-largest arms importer
after Ukraine in 2020-24, says SIPRI

At 36%. imy

st share of Indian imy

ts. down from 55% in 2015-19; India received the largest

larges!
share of French arms exports at 28%; China dropped out of the list of top 10 arms importers for the first time since 1990-94

NEW DELHI

kraine, involved in
a war with Russia
for past four

ng a nearly
nse n ports
compared with the figures

for 20152019,
India was the second-
arms  importer,
res

largest

201519 and 2020-24. China
domi-

became even more
nant as its supplier, ac-

holm International Peace
(SIPRD.
The country was the big-
gest arms export destina-
tion for both Russia and
France, though the volume
with Moscow has signifi-
Eanely tednced
ped out of

dropp:
the tist of top 10
porters for the first time
since 1990-94,
its expanding domestic in-
dustrial %
The largest share of In-

icantly smaller share than
in 2015-19 (55%) and 2010-
14 72%), the report noted.
“Arms imports by Pakis-
tan grew by 61% between

for 81% of Pakis-
imports in
ed with
74% in 2015-19.” the SIPRI
report released on
aid.

same

as the contnent

Ye)rl'ns itself, the U.S.

increased its share

of giobal arms Sxports to
392,

ia’s exports

7.8% of lob: arms ex-
ports, falling  behind
France (9.6%), ich

lar-
gest exporter in
5062024, Four countries in

Asia and Oceanta — India,
Pakistan, Japan, and Aus-
tralia— ranked among the
10 largest arms importers
globally in 2020-24.

Russia delivered major

ports (5

Saudi Arabia
-

craft to Greece and Croatia,

ports. — cwice
the share that went to all

marines are sct to be
iagen v TV scon.

Global transfer volume
The overall volume of arms
transfers  globally  re-

Italy, with a 4.8% share
of arms sales, jumped from
10th to sixth place on the
exporters® lst.

The report stated that at
least 35 countries sent
weapons to Ukraine since
the war be 2022, and
a substantial number of de-
liveries are in the pipeline.
The country received 8.8%
of global arms imports in

tries — India (38%), China  European recipients com-  202024.
ar. X n  bined (25%). “The new arms transf-
are. The second largest reci-  ers figures cle: fect
plent of major arms from  the rearmament taking

) France was Qatar (9.7%). place among states in Eu-
At the same time, France has inked con- in response he
exported arms 1o &5 cot traces for major mili-  threat from Russia” sa
tries, and its exports of ma-  tary  platforms n w G .

her France, 36 Rafale irector at SIPRI

e

between 201519 and
2020-24 (1579, according
to SIPRIL.

“This was mainly due to
deliveries of combat air-

fighter jets and six Scor-

SJM asks govt.
to strive for
bilateral trade
agreements

NEW DELHI

The Swadeshi Jagran
Manch (SJMD, the Rashtriva
Sway: ak Sangh's
(RSS) frontal organisation

e economy, In a reso-
lution has said the govern-
ment should enhance its
foreign trade with bilateral
trade agreements rather

Raipur on March 9-10, a re-
solution called on the Un-
ion government to priori-
tise the “national interests
of our farmers and
entrepreneurs” while ne-
sotising with the US. on

“The U.S. has suddenly
realised under Donald

w 'y
multilateral

submarines. and has mare

Me.
Rafale-M jets

are not good
for the economy, as there
is no point giving Most Fa-
voured Nation treatment
to all countries,” it added.

Bomb hoax makes Air India
flight return to Mumbai

NEW DELHIL

Alr India’s Mumbal-New
York flight was forced to re-
turn on Monday after two
notes were found aboard
with bomb threats that
were later pronounced a

local time after which it un-
derwent tory
by  security
agencies.
~The flight has been res-
duled to operate at 5
am. on March m, 2025,

A note was found mside 2
lavatory and another on a seat,
2 security agency source says.

source sald. After a 10-hour
security drill. the threars

statement.

which
taking the aircraft to an iso-
lation bay, where each lug-
item &s removed and
reconciled with passengers
to find if there is suspicious
whics

spect the aircraft

Another Chicago-Delhi
flight of Air India was
forced to return and land

lavatories.

Alrline  teams found
“polythene bags. rags, and
clothes that had be
flushed and stuck in
the ph z

On other instances, the
asrline has found bl .
innerwear, and diapers,

among other waste, being
flushed down the toilets_
Air India flight Al 126
took off from Chicago
O'Hare International Air-

lavatories in Business and
Class to be

Long,
A note was found inside a
lavatory and another on a

5 Coachs and sent to the ter-
Iinal bullding while secur-

unservice:
Misuse of toilets &s a
common complaint from

‘Over six lakh cases
identified as part of
TB control campaign’

NEW DELHI t TB demic
Over 6.1 lakh tuberculosis =
patients have been notified a major public

across the country and of Dealth problem

Sl 43 Rkl T s

diagnosed 455 intes-

Vention districts that were  deploying _ ultraportable
part of the Union Health hand-held X-ray units and
Ministry’s 100-day intensi-  conducting _door-to-door
fied TS both sympto-
paign launched on atic and asymptomatic
ber 7 year. The individuals were tested.
P vas launched in  Positive X-ray cere

33 States and Union Terri-
tories to screen and test for
TB among people belong-
ing to the vulnerable or

come of a new strategy for

volving ering X

screening to high-risk pop-
lations, such as indivi

duals with tes and pe-

Fashion brand apologises
for holding show in Gulmarg

SRINAGAR

The fashion brand behind

lne platforms, evoking
sharp reactio m polst-

al religious
bodies

fea-
red models amid snow
covered

-
Omar Abdullal

celebrate creativity and the
ski and apreés-ski life
without any desire to of-
any reli-
Shivan

quiry had been initisted.
categorically state

frascructure was utitised
and rernment
Clals were present at the

event,” Mr. Abdullah sasd.
said the event had
hurt public sentiments.

The organisers failed to
Srercise 2ound judgment.

JEK Chief Minisrer Omar

test), leading to the identi- “Respect for all cultures  X.
fication of multiple asymp- | and traditions is ar the
tomatic TB patients,” a se- | heart of our values, and we

nior  Health

official said_ India faces the | raised. We sincerely apolo-
world's largese TB e glze for any uninended

ic with the still a

major atth pro. | the feedback  from

lic he:
biem. The country’s TB -
cldence has declined by

7.7% from 2015 to 2023,

our

community. We remain

oummlxwd to being more
indful

No role for the govt.
= in the

ties of the people. thia xie

nificance of the

and timing oF et

event,” Mr. Abdullah sasd.
e added that the admi-

nistration had been in-

n Monday, Mr.

o
told the House that an in-

o
whether any legal viola-

seat, a security agency Ity agencies physically in-  airline staff. OPle lving with HIV. By  ccording to the WHO, Pt tions had occurred.
Sy To sotve this pursie coline, SUDOKU FAITH
T IEAR s R 3 14429  #t scos w our crosaword site. ~
TH et v o pene ik 0T -
(oot by Arcenm> (- 1| | | Symbolism of the pot
A3 Avoid routes meant for Arctic sir transport [3-6) 4 2 5
Segrivaeasen . - o0 s A pot x)mbollses human life. said Malayaman in a dis-
T S enty e Sratrix siuac 1o follow: Wu 350 SioAl 1o course. e Tamil region, when a man dles a pot &s
Alled wllh wmer and the deceased s round
18 Could be sfted - room to detect small stuff (5.7] 8 3
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1 I'm ready 1o g0 cut - not & solution (5} :  his . respecting his ancesto: on. The broken
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In arms =

Ukraine’s arms imports were 10
up nearly 100 times in
2020-24 compared with
2015-19, making it the world’s
largest importer of major arms

S
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India second-largest arms importer
after Ukraine in 2020-24, says SIPRI

At 36%, imports from Russia made up largest share of Indian imports, down from 55% in 2015-19; India received the largest

share of French arms exports at 28%; China dropped out of the list of top 10 arms importers for the first time since 1990-94

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

kraine, involved in
Ua war with Russia
for the past four

years, became the largest
importer of major arms in
the world during the pe-
riod between 2020 and
2024, clocking a nearly
100-fold rise in imports
compared with the figures
for 2015-2019.

India was the second-
largest arms importer,
though the trade figures
decreased by 9.3% bet-
ween 2015-19 and 2020-24,
show data from the Stock-
holm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI).

The country was the big-
gest arms export destina-
tion for both Russia and
France, though the volume
with Moscow has signifi-
cantly reduced.

China dropped out of
the list of top 10 arms im-
porters for the first time
since 1990-94, showcasing
its expanding domestic in-
dustrial base.

The largest share of In-
dian arms imports (36%)
came from Russia, a signif-
icantly smaller share than
in 2015-19 (55%) and 2010-
14 (72%), the report noted.

“Arms imports by Pakis-
tan grew by 61% between

In arms

Ukraine’s arms imports were
up nearly 100 times in
2020-24 compared with
2015-19, making it the world’s
largest importer of major arms

2015-19 and 2020-24. China
became even more domi-
nant as its supplier, ac-
counting for 81% of Pakis-

tan’s arms imports in
2020-24, compared with
74% in 2015-19,” the SIPRI
report released on Monday
said.

While European arms
imports overall grew by
155% between the same pe-
riods as the continent
rearms itself, the U.S.
further increased its share
of global arms exports to
43%, while Russia’s exports
fell by 64%, accounting for
7.8% of global arms ex-
ports, falling behind
France (9.6%), which
emerged as the second lar-
gest arms exporter in
2020-24. Four countries in
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Asia and Oceania — India,
Pakistan, Japan, and Aus-
tralia— ranked among the
10 largest arms importers
globally in 2020-24.

Russia delivered major
arms to 33 countries in
2020-24, of which two-
thirds went to three coun-
tries — India (38%), China

(17%), and Kazakhstan
11%).
French exports

At the same time, France
exported arms to 65 coun-
tries, and its exports of ma-
jor arms to other European
countries almost trebled
between 2015-19 and
2020-24 (187%), according
to SIPRI.

“This was mainly due to
deliveries of combat air-

4
0.1
Ukraine India Qatar  SaudiArabia Pakistan
Share of global arms imports (%)
\ M 2015-19 W 2020-24 Source: SIPRI

craft to Greece and Croatia,
and arms supplies to Uk-
raine after Russia’s full-
scale invasion in 2022.”

Nevertheless, India re-
ceived by far the largest
share of French arms ex-
ports (28%) — almost twice
the share that went to all
European recipients com-
bined (15%).

The second largest reci-
pient of major arms from
France was Qatar (9.7%).

India has inked con-
tracts for some major mili-
tary platforms from
France, including 36 Rafale
fighter jets and six Scor-
pene-class conventional
submarines, and has more
mega deals lined up.

Meanwhile, deals for 26
Rafale-M jets and three

submarines are set to be
concluded very soon.

Global transfer volume
The overall volume of arms
transfers  globally re-
mained at roughly the
same level as in 2015-19
and 2010-14 (but was 18%
higher than in 2005-
2009), as increasing im-
ports in Europe and the
Americas were offset by
decreases in other regions,
data show.

Italy, with a 4.8% share
of arms sales, jumped from
10th to sixth place on the
exporters’ list.

The report stated that at
least 35 countries sent
weapons to Ukraine since
the war began in 2022, and
a substantial number of de-
liveries are in the pipeline.
The country received 8.8%
of global arms imports in
2020-24.

“The new arms transf-
ers figures clearly reflect
the rearmament taking
place among states in Eu-
rope in response to the
threat from Russia,” said
Mathew George, pro-
gramme director at SIPRI.
However, some major
arms importers, including
Saudi Arabia, India, and
China, saw large declines
in import volumes for a va-
riety of reasons, he added.



* Ukraine became the largest
arms importer globally
between 2020-24 due to its war
with Russia, registering a 100-
fold increase in imports
compared to 2015-19.

* India ranked as the second-
largest arms importer, despite
a 9.3% decrease in its trade
figures between 2015-19 and
2020-24.




Russia remained the largest supplier of
arms to India, accounting for 36% of
India’s imports, although this share
declined from 55% in 2015-19.

France emerged as a major arms supplier
to India, accounting for 28% of total
French arms exports, surpassing all other
European countries.

China dropped out of the top 10 arms
importers list for the first time since 1990-
94, as it expanded its domestic arms
industry.



Russia exported weapons to 33 countries,
with India (38%), China (17%), and
Kazakhstan (11%) as the top recipients.

France increased its arms exports by
155%, mainly due to large deals with India,
including Rafale fighter jets and Scorpéene-
class submarines.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Pakistan also
remained among the top 10 arms
Importers.



India’s Changing Arms Procurement Strategy

@ Diversification of Suppliers:

While Russia continues to be India’s biggest arms
supplier, its share has reduced.

India is increasing its arms purchases from France and
the U.S.

India’s 8.8% share of global arms imports reflects a
shift toward a more diversified procurement approach.



.........

Strengthening Domestic Defense
Industry:

India is expanding indigenous military

production through initiatives like "Make
in India" and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Contracts for fighter jets, submarines,
and missile systems are increasingly
being given to domestic manufacturers.




 Global Arms Transfer Trends

. Overall arms trade remained stable
between 2015-19 and 2020-24.
Italy saw a sharp rise in arms sales,
moving into the top 10 arms exporters list.
35 countries exported weapons to
Ukraine since 2022 to support its war
efforts.
French arms exports to India
increased significantly, with large
contracts for Rafale jets and submarines.
Pakistan’s arms imports increased,
with China providing 81% of its total
imports.
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U.S. immigration agents arrest Palestinian student,
a day after Trump stops federal grant to Columbia

Mahmoud Khalil. a green-card holder and a

aduate student at Columbia's School of International

and Pubhc Affairs, was one uﬂ'the k:ad n t.iatuﬁ on hc.-h;dl't f

Gaza solidarity encampment in the university: ICE agents who arrested the

NEW YORX

dent at Columbia’s School
of International and Public
Aflairs, was one of the Iead_

_and Cus-

l toms E
(ICE) agents on Satur-
day entered the university

2024's Gaza solidaricy e
campme: the

p: o
Xhalil, a prominent Palesti-
nian student activist who
helped lead Columbia Un-
fversity’s student encamp-

is green card, ac-
cording to his attorney.

Later in the day, the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity justified Mr. Khalil’s
mxvest staring his acitvicios

= desig-
nate errorist
organisation”.
“On March o,

support of President (Do
nald] Trump's executive
orders prohibiting anti-
Semitism, and in coordina-
tion with the Department
of State, U.S.

His lawyer,

were not aware of his whe-
reabowts after imitial re-

even though Mahmoud is
legal permanent resident
(green card) and not in the

U.S. on a student visa. Con-

ICE agents detaned him
anyway.” she said.
s c.mer said they filed
a habeas corpus petition on
Mr. Khalils behalf, chal
lenging the validity of his

and Customs Enforcement
arrested Khalil,

ivitles aligned to

“Currently, we do not
know Mahmoud's precise
Initially

Hamas, a designated terro-
st organization.” it wrote
on X.

This comes a day after
the Trump administration
moved to cancel $400 mil-
Hon in s and

y we
were informed this morn-
ing that he had been trans-
ferred to an ICE facility in
Elizabeth, New v Jersey. Ho-
wever, when his wife - a
U.S. citizen who is eight
mont and was

to Columbia University, cit-
ing “the school’s continued
inaction in the face of per-
sistent harassment of Je
ish students~

Mr. Khalil, a green-card
holder and 2 graduate stu-

threatened with arrest as
well by the ICE agents last
night - tried to visit him
there today, she was totd
he is not detained there,”

According to the ICE

Persen of interest: Mahmoud Khail, second from left,

3 protest

website's detainee locator,

Gecention facility I Jena,
Louisiana.

In a post on X, Secretary
of State Marco Rubio late

supporters in America so
they can be deported™.
A statement by the pro-

<
WOG,
formed Mr. Khalil that the
U.S. Department of State
had revoked bis stdent vi-
The group sakd this was
SGcspite the fact that he

has a green card, not a vi-
sa, and is a lawful perma-
nent resident™.

Mr. Khalil was returning
from an iftar, breaking the
day-long fast observed by

ing to news website Drop-
Site

ump, in a social

This is the first ar-
rest of many to come”, the
President wrote in his post.

In a sertes of statements
and announcements at-

the country, the
Trump administration last
week said it would begin
revoking visas of “Hamas
sympathisers™, specifical
citing Columbia University
students.

demonstrate with Palestinian supporters duning,
Columbia University in New York, U.S., in October 2023 ap

find you, and
wewll.ldepon you. 1 will al-
so quickly cancel the stu-
dent visas of all
sympathizers on
campuses, which
been lnlesxed ‘with radical-
tsm ever before.” a
fact- shee( issued by the
‘White House on January
30 sasd.

Ahead of the 2024 presi-
den(\al [Secslon, M
Trum repeatedly

edged o bﬂng ace™
(o West Asia and end the
war in Gaza. However, last
month, after meeting with
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

Riviera of the
. Crities con-

:bsorb he displaced Pales.
population, while
propasing that the Unlead
States would “own” the
coastal territory. Later, in a
Fox News Interview. Mr.
Tr bled down,
making it clear Hhae the're.
location would be perma-
nent, with no right of re-
turn for Palestinians.
His administration last

1n a statement issued on
Sund:) (March 9), Colum-
bia Unnrersll)' acknow-

stances may allow for ac-
cess to University buildings
or people without a war-
rant. Faculty/staff should
not interfere and should
Pu-
blic Safety as described be-
. F: shoul

of the
1CE on the campus, ssuing
a protocol for students on

ports of
pus. Columbia has and will
continue to follow the law.

month also released a pro-  tutions  throughout the

motional video featuringa  country, law enforcement

mp Gaza'. have a judicial war-

The video was widely rant to enter non-public
as t as,

and evenby  C Co-

members of his own party.
©On Wednesday. Colum.
bia L

is committed to
compl)lng ith all legal

Trump administra-
tion has continued to tar-
get universities, threaten-
ing to pull funding from
s that allowed what
he cal.led
ests”
$5 billion in federal grant
commlxmems at present.

will STOP for any college:

clal media last week. “Ag-
rators will be uupnsonem

College saw the dep.lny»
ment of New York Police
Department officers again
on campus, the third time
since the start of the prot-

protest was called by stu-
dents at Milstein Library at
Barnard College

our student bod) and cam:

pus community,” it said.
‘The university akso is-
sued a “Protocol for poten-
US.

~This protocol has been
posted to inform and assist

the recent expulsion of
three Barnard students ov-
activism.

with past prautce Can ICE
agents access campus or
with-

The prestigious Ivy

League school has been at
the centre of a firestorm

tious izing
of Gaza and transforming it

out a warrant? In general,
ICE agents must have a jud-
cial warrant or

it back
to the country from which
they came. American stu-
dents will be permanently
expelled or, depending on
lhe cnme arrested. NO

M e Prestdent had also
said a ‘Federal Task Force
to Combat Antisemitism”
would visit several univer-

iversity, and Johns Hopkins
L to St

those

to access public areas
(areas not open to the pu-
blic such as s,

<l
. and
ing CUID). Exigent circum-

itic ic at
schools.

(Anisha Dutta is a freei
Jjournalist based  in
York)

WHO working
on accord to
tackle future
pandemics

Agence France Presse
GENEVA

Five years ago on Tuesday,
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) announced
COVID-19 had become
ndemic — a moment
when the world finally
woke up to the unfolding

er.
The WHO had already

Emergency of Inter-

nom
said
the worsening outbreak
could be “characterised as
a pan -,
Onl\' then did many
countries grasp the severi-
ty of the and —

Whirls on air

River fest: Particpants pilot water jet packs on the Yarra River during the annual Mcombe Festival in Melbourne, Austratia. on Monday. A5P

Indonesian youth seek to
escape as anger rises over
deteriorating quality of life

TANARTA

Indonesian private tutor
Patricia has been learning

She is one of thousands
of indones] on ial
a pi opu-

“let’s just escape for

Anger at the qualicy of

China’s annual political meetings feature
minority delegates with message of unity

Press

way too late — jolt into ac-

seen in a century,
millions, shredded ec
mies and crippled health
systems.

The WHO says the next
pandemic is only a marter
of time. In December 2021,
WHO member countries
begen drafing sn. socodd

pandemic prevention,
pxeparedness and  res.
Ponse. They have one final
negotiating session next
month to fnalise the text
for the WHO's annual as-

able to

higher-level  “pandemi
emergency” — a PHEIC
with p. mic potential

grab more atten
cae
®

BEYING

Every year in early March,
China’s legislature and fts
Sitesey’ Boay. gastier 4
hear speeche:
discussions in the n.spl!al
Beljing. In contrast to the
d monotonous ses-
sions, a bustling scene un-
folds ousside the Great Hall
of the People in the heart
of Beijing. where ethnic
minority de]egzx)ons from
far-flung Vinces pose
for phocopraphs donming
their finest  traditional
costumes.

Jangly silver headdress-
& and elaborate embroid,
ery work, felt and
long, layered s| ires 2 tea.
leidoscope of colors draw
artention in stark contrast
to the drab business suits,
routinely dark grey with
conservative ties or

It is a visual display of

Vibrant tatis: Ethnic manor

one of the purported rul-
Ing_concepes of the Chi-
Communist Party.
that all 56 ethnic groups &
the nation are L After
taking power In 1949, Mao
Zedong declared all were
members of a single Chi-
nese nation, regardless of
echnicity, and began a stea-

egates lomve after the closing
seaticn of the conftrence In Beljing on Monday. AP

dy campaign to impose a
single

practiced by Ulghurs and
other groups in
northwe:

Ye(, the majority Han
has dominated polit-

making up about 92% of

population.

The vast mjoruy of mi-
nority  delega come
from mnun(alnnus and
border areas, such as Yun-
nan, Guangx, Xinjiang, In-
ner Mongolia, and Tibet.

While some names may
be familiar, such as Uigh-
urs, most are from smaller

or less known groups,
some with just a few thou-
sand members. Many have
Vidcyaaa virtually Sostrmllat-
ed with the Han, induding
e Manchis whor despite
their relatively small nm
bers, swept down from the
Grear Wall of China and
the country for
around 300 years before
its

life in ‘s big- protesters 2zminet oy
gest naxlnn of  President Prabowo Subianto's gowernment in Jakarta. FILE FHOTO.
280 million known for per-

e tothe former General.

potism
dent protests and driven
young and middle-aged
professionals to seek jobs

abroad.
“After working for so
many years, my income re-
he same...

year-old in the capital Ja-
karta, who declined to give
her last name. “1 do not
own a house or car... if I
keep working like this, it
will probably never be
enocugh.

In the last month, the
hashtag has picked up
steam. It has racked up
thousands of rnen'nnns and

reached more than 65 mllr
Hon acoounts on social m:
dia placform X » analytics

cuts by new Preside:

bowo Sublanto.
Savings have been chan-

nelled into a new multi-bil-

g
farst republic.

wealth fund — that reports

There were nearly 7.5
milllon unemployed peo-
ple in Indonesia, according
to the figures from the
country’s statistics agency

Iy de-

at a multinational consult-

to do manual la-
bour on a tomato farm in
Australia.

“1am tired of the system
in Indonesia. If we look
abroad, they usually have a
better system.” he said.

r living standards in
Jal

a en-

on the trend. including Ja-
panese recruitment firms
to attract the most

e
talented.
»

rts said soctal me-
dia offers Indonesians an
they feel

heard.

“This showed the pu-
blic’s emotion,” said Ika

Idris, assockate pro-
fessor at Monash Universi-
ty Indonesia.

She said the hashtag
highfighted ~the_public
concerns _about jobs and
nepotism™ .

influen-
cers have also spread disin-
formation, aiming at un-
dermining the credibility
of protesters.

In recent weeks, AFPS
Fact Che: team found
more than a dozen TikTok
videos pushing the base-
less claim thac student

protesters  are
Dok aracted more thar
eight million views.

Amx
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Whirls on air

River fest: Participants pilot water jet packs on the Yarra River during the annual Moomba Festival in Melbourne, Australia, on Monday. AFP
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ED searches premises of
Baghel, son; bid to shift
focus from House: Cong
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SINCE 1932

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY ROW DISRUPTS PROCEEDINGS

Fireworks as Pradhan attacks TN
govt, Stalin says watch your words

ED action was 3 ~Conspiracy to
change the headlines™ on 2 day
when Parliaments Budsget
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Always unbeaten,
never uneaten'

*X

DMK MPs protest criticising the DMK govern-
ment's opposition to the
" in House; Minister Nasional Policy (NEP),
- dl ST - e also accused it of doing a “U-
withdraws a word turm” aver PM-SHRI schools.
Ex-Chha rh OM Bhupesh i bringing DMK MPS to their feet.
Baghel on AN gon] his remarks, s (e hange in
aker expunges Parliament. Tamsl Nadu Chief
Do pung Mimiszer Staiin put out a post on
et ial media accusing Pradhan

Tention” from pressing iss: LIZ MA® W of “arrogance”.  “Uni
In a post on X Baghel's oﬂxr LALMANIVERMA Edtuc M ter Dharmendea
NEW DELH, MARCH10 Pradhan. with asro-

alleged 3~conspiracy to stop the

saying the

Cancelling Lalit
Modi passport,
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Presence of water-ice
likely outside Moon’s
polar regions as well:
Chandrayaan-3 data
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INDIA-JAPAN MILITARY EXERCISE

Army personnel on the concluding day of the sixth edition of the India-Japan joint military
exercise ‘Dharma Guardian’ in Mount Fuji, Japan, on Monday. The exercise started on
February 24. It is an annual event conducted alternatively in India and Japan. P11
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HOW AGENE-EDITED BANANAMAY
HELPREDUCE FOOD WASTE

BROWN, OVER-RIPE bananas often end
up in dustbins, even when they are per-
fectly edible. This has led to scientists de-
veloping a new genetically-engineered
banana which has a longer shelf-life, and
does not brown as much.

Tropic, the UK-based biotech com-
pany which has developed these ba-
nanas, claims that their fruit remains
freshand yellow for 12 hours after being
peeled, and is also less likely to turn
brown when bumped during harvesting
and transportation.

Why do bananas turn brown?

Bananas boast a colourful life cycle —
they startatadeep green, changetoade-
licious yellow, and end (if not consumed
beforehand) at an unappetising brown.
These changes are a product of their
ripening process, which is caused by a
hormone called ethylene.

Although many fruits produce ethyl-
ene, bananas produce a lot of it. And un-
like melons and citrus fruits, they keep
producing ethylene even after being har-
vested. Contact with ethylene triggers the
activity of a number of genes, including
one which linked to the production of the
enzyme polyphenol oxidase (PPO).

Itis this enzyme that makes bananas
turn brown. PPO coming in contact with
oxygen breaks down the yellow pigment
inbananas toa brown hue. Bruising of the
fruit — asis common during its handling
— leads to the production of higher quan-
tities of ethylene, and thus speeds up the
ripening and browning process.

How was a non-browning banana
produced?

The company made precise changes
to existing banana genes such that the
production of PPO is disabled. This does
not stop a banana from ripening, but helps
keep up appearances so that the fruit con-
tinues to look appetising for longer.

The same gene was silenced in Arctic
apples developed by Okanagan Specialty
Fruits Inc. These became the first geneti-

It is natural for bananas to turn
brown. Wikimedia Commons

cally engineered fruits to be approved for
commercial sale in the US,and have been
sold in the country (and elsewhere)since
2017. The browning of apples is also
caused by PPO.

“Blocking the production of polyphe-
nol oxidase has also been shown to work
intomatoes, melon, kiwifruits and mush-
rooms,” an article in The Guardian said.

Why does this matter?

Bananas are extremely perishable,
with some estimates saying that as much
as 50% of the crop goes to waste each year.
A UK government survey from 2017 sug-
gests that British people bin roughly 1.4
million edible bananas every day, The
Guardian reported.

This is financially wasteful and harm-
ful for the environment. Food waste is a
major contributor of greenhouse gas(GHG)
emissions, which are causing global warm-
ing. Preventing bananas from browning
may reduce food waste by encouraging
people to eat older but edible fruit.

According to the company’s press-re-
lease, “Tropic’s non-browning bananas...
cansupport areductionin CO2 emissions
equivalent to removing 2 million passen-
ger vehicles from the road each year”.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE




The Problem of Over-Ripe Bananas

Brown, overripe bananas often go to waste, even when they are still edible.

This has led scientists to develop genetically engineered bananas with a longer
shelf life and reduced browning.

The New Gene-Edited Banana

Developed by UK-based biotech company Tropic, the modified banana:

e Stays fresh and yellow for 12 hours after peeling.
¢ |s less likely to brown when bruised or bumped during harvesting and transportation.




Why Do Bananas Turn Brown?

Bananas ripen due to ethylene, a plant
hormone.

Unlike other fruits, bananas continue to
produce ethylene even after harvest,
speeding up ripening.

The enzyme polyphenol oxidase (PPO) is
responsible for the browning effect when
bananas come in contact with oxygen.
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How Was a Non-Browning Banana Created?

Scientists disabled the PPO gene, slowing down
browning without affecting ripening.

The same technique was used to develop non-
browning Arctic apples, which have been sold in
the U.S. since 2017.

Other foods like tomatoes, melons, kiwifruits, and
mushrooms have also been modified using similar
techniques.




1.Why Does This Matter?

1. Bananas are highly perishable, with estimates suggesting 50% of crops go to
waste each year.

2. A 2017 UK survey found that Britons discard 1.4 million edible bananas
daily.

3. Food waste contributes to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, worsening
climate change.

4. According to Tropic's press release, their gene-edited bananas could reduce
CO2 emissions equivalent to removing 2 million passenger vehicles from
the road each year.



Boosting R&D for India's
Growth



Despite this achievement, India
ranks 39th on the Global
Innovation Index 2024,
significantly behind China
(11th) showcasing low
Research and development
(R&D) funding in India.

India is the 2nd-largest
producer of Science,
technology, engineering, and

mathematics (STEM) graduates

after China.

J




R&D Funding Status: India spent only 0.65% of its GDP
on R&D in 2022, China spent 2.43%, and Brazil 1.15%.

Global R&D Scenario:

e South Korea: In 1970, South Korea was poor but grew rapidly over
two decades, increasing R&D spending from 0.4% to 2.5% of GDP.

e Between 1975 and 2005, it became a developed nation, and R&D
investment by its corporate sector rose 800 times.

e China: R&D spending rose from 0.6% of GDP in the late 1990s
to 2.4% currently, coinciding with its best growth years.



What are the Challenges in India’s R&D Ecosystem?

Low Investment: India’s R&D spending is much lower than that of
advanced economies such as the US (3.46%), Japan (3.30%), Israel

(5.56), and South Korea (4.93).

Government-Centric R&D: Indian R&D still relies heavily on
government funding and institutions. e.g., In 2020-21, the Private
Sector Industry contributed only 36.4% of R&D funding.




US Withdrawal from Loss and Damage
Fund
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The US has withdrawn from the Loss and Damage
Fund (LDF), furthering its disengagement from
global climate commitments like the Paris
Agreement and Green Climate Fund.

LDF: Created at UN Climate Change Conference COP
27 in Egypt, the LDF supports developing and small
island nations facing climate-induced losses like
rising sea levels, heatwaves, and extreme weather,
with contributions from developed nations.
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The LDF is managed by a Governing Board, with the World
Bank as its interim trustee.

Nearly USD 750 million pledged under LDF, with the US

contributing USD 17.5 million before withdrawing.

Implications of US Withdrawal: Vulnerable nations,
including India (which alone faced USD 56 billion in
weather-related damages (2019 - 2023)), face growing
uncertainty in climate aid, further straining North-South
climate negotiations.




CLIMATE FINANCE

Climate finance refers to local, national or transnational financing—drawn from public/ private/alternative
sources of financing—to support mitigation and adaptation actions against climate change.

PRINCIPLES OF CLIMATE FINANCE _

() Polluter Pays
() Common but Differentiated Responsibility and
Respective Capability (CBDR-RC)

Multilateral Climate Funds
Coordinated by UNFCCC

(v) Global Environment Facility (GEF): Operating
entity of financial mechanism (1994)
() Kyoto Protocol (2001):
» Adaptation Fund (AF): Gives developing countries
full ownership of adaptation projects
(» Clean Development Mechanism (CDM): To carry
out emission-reduction projects in developing
nations

() Green Climate Fund (GCF): estd. - 2010 (COP 16)
(» Funds under it - Least Developed Countries Fund
(LDCF) and Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF)

(%) Long-Term Climate Finance:

(» Cancun Agreements (2010): Mobilize and provide
scaled-up funds in short and long term

(» Paris Agreement (2015): Developed nations
agreed to establish new collective goal of at
least $100 billion/year by 2025

(%) Loss and Damage Fund (2023) (COP27 & COP28):
Financial assistance to nations most vulnerable
and impacted by effects of climate change

Climate Investment Funds (CIFs)
under World Bank

() Clean Technology Fund
(») Strategic Climate Fund

INDIA’S INITIATIVES REGARDING CLIMATE FINANCE

Fund [ Objective

National Adaptation Fund for For vulnerable Indian states

Climate Change (NAFCC) (2015)
National Clean Energy

Fund (2010-11)

National Adaptation Fund (2014)
Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs) (2015)

Climate Change Finance
Unit (2011)

with initial carbon tax on
industrial coal use)

Bridging gap between required
and available funds
Nationally binding targets
adopted under UNFCCC
Leads on global climate
finance issues

Challenges to Climate Finance
|

(») Gap between national needs and climate
finance under NDCs

(») Least Developed Countries receive much less
approved funding in per-capita terms from the
multilateral climate funds

(») Slow rate of approvals

() Failure in securing viability-gap funding

Advancing clean energy (started
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INDIA- KYRGYZSTAN JOINT SPECIAL FORCES
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 Which country was the largest arms importer globally between 2020-
24?

* 2020-24 & &1 dRgF TAX W TEH 37 IAAR ATATdF S
PleT T UT?

* A. India / IR
B. Saudi Arabia / §3dl 3«
C. Ukraine / Zlav_o-l'
D. China /iﬂ?-l'



 What was the primary reason behind Ukraine becoming the top arms
importer?

* Tohel & FIH 93 FIAAR AR Toda HT LT HROT FAT YT?

* A. Increased military budget due to internal conflicts / IralR® et
& HRUT 9T T Folc
B. Its war with Russia / &0 & WTT 3YHT I S
C. A shift in global defense alliances / dfRas IaT STy H

dqgelld
D. Expansion of its arms manufacturing industry / sﬂﬂ? gfaR

fATor 3E@r 1 faFaR



* Despite being the second-largest arms importer, what trend was
observed in India's arms trade between 2015-19 and 2020-24>

» GO WH F37 §IAIN AATAH 8l & dMase, NG F IR
SR 7 2015-19 3R 2020-24 F fiw #id @ vafvr J& 71357

* A. Increased by 15% / 15% <hY agﬁ: )
B. Decreased by 9.3% / 9.3% #T H#HI &S
C. Remained stable / ffaRX &elt W& ° .
D. Doubled due to new defense deals / FI? Y& FlaT & SROT

aeh o s



 Which country moved into the top 10 arms exporters list due to a
sharp rise in arms sales?

mmaargﬁama%ﬁaﬁﬁaaaaﬁra:waﬁ#m
gAR Aaast 1 g & anfae g o

 A. United States/m ST TARST
B. France / W

C. Italy / S&eil
D. Germany / STHe



* What percentage of Pakistan’s arms imports came from China
between 2020-24?

+ 2020-24 % ST NIFEAA & Fd FRAIN HRATT F1 el
gfaera =T T 3TAT1?

* A. 60%
B. 70%
C. 81%
D. 90%



* How many countries have exported weapons to Ukraine since 2022?
- 2022 AT dF fhdar qAY A Tt A FFAAR fordTa frw &2

*A. 20
B. 25
C.30
D. 35



 Which country increased its arms exports to India significantly,
including Rafale jets and submarines?

- 9 g o AR # I39A FRAIR AT A IR gefr A,
forga e 9T AR gergfeaar anfaer 872

* A. Russia / &H
B. United States/ﬂ'ﬂﬂ-‘d AT ARSI

C. France / B
D. Germany / STHe



* According to research, what percentage of bananas go to waste
annually?

+ HTHYUTT & IMER, & T fFaa ufdera Fa J@1g g oma 872

* A.30%
B. 40%
C. 50%
D. 60%



 What is the estimated environmental impact of gene-edited bananas
according to Tropic’s press release?

. rolglcﬁ ﬂgﬂgﬁﬂ;m Gﬂﬂ'mﬁﬂm

* A. It will reduce CO, emissions equivalent to removing 1 million cars from
roads annually. .
(IE 8T A1 sl ¥ 1 fAfeaa s &Y gee & e o, 3cqoid
B A FLMI)
B. It will reduce CO, emissions equivalent to removing 2 million cars from
roads annually. .
(Tg &T HIel Ushl @ 2 AT FRY & ge & sEaT €O, 3cHoied
hT HA HWIN)
C. It will cut CO; emissions by 30%.
(TG CO, 3T &I 30% do HH HI|)
D. It will have no major environmental impact.

(SHHT HI§ AGcaYVl IATGIONT THTT AT gIITI)



 What is "KHANJAR-XII," recently in the news?
« "KHANJAR-XII" 8TeT 87 & W4T H 4T 91?

* A. A new defense missile system launched by India and Russia / R
IR gaRT dlea &Y A A5 8T AAE yorrel
B. A joint military exercise between India and Kyrgyzstan / AR 3R
ﬁ?ﬁ{?vl"v_cl'l?l' & I tF @gFd AT I
C. A cyber security initiative launched by NATO / NATO ¢aRT QB'\ $Y
T$ WA Y& I8
D. A special operation by the Indian Navy / TR S1GIT SaRT
frar T @Ay fdae )



Word of the day

Emollient:

toiletry consisting of any of various substances
in the form of a thick liquid that have a soothing
and moisturising effect when applied to the skin;
having a softening or soothing effect

Synonymes: cream, ointment,
demulcent, salving

Usa £€: By and large, this approach has proved
useful and even emollient.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/emollientpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /Tmpl.1.ant/
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Word of the day

Insouciant:

marked by blithe unconcern

Syn ONYIMS: casual, nonchalant

Usage: itis an utterly insouciant financial
policy.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
insouciantpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /in'su:siant/
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Thank you
guys.
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