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* The Supreme Court recently observed that reservation should not be
based solely on which factor?

U Ic o Tl 8 | el foh IRETUT shddl [hd YR I oTal
GG
* A. Economic status / 3Tfd& feufa
B. Religion / &I
C. Caste / EITﬁ'
D. Gender / foreT



* The Cumbum Tank, recently in the news, is located in which state?

&l &7 H IdT H @I A &b g T H YT 87

* A. Tamil Nadu / AfR=TS
B. Andhra Pradesh / 3Tl 9cer
C. Karnataka /m

D. Telangana / Ael3TT=AT




 Which ancient dynasty is credited with constructing the Cumbum Tank?

HdH b o AT T AT hT UriieT 97 &l ST 87

* A. Vijayanagara / TaSTITe IR
B. Chola /

C. Satavahana / GTddlgd
D. Rashtrakuta / {TTS¢she




* The Kalika Patrolling Unit, launched in Rajasthan, focuses on which of the
following?
TAEATT H YE I IS FIfeidhl UelTeldl JfAe T AT &I fha
a7 %_,? S N S

* A. Traffic regulation / ITdTATd ﬁF!ITIT I YTelel
B. Women and child safety / AR 30T a=at L&

C. Environmental monitoring / qTaoT a9
D. Anti-corruption drives / ¥SeAR faQel rfHaTeT




* The Indian Star Tortoise is classified under which IUCN category?

HRAT dRT HB3T 6T IUCN Ao & dgd aefichd g7

* A. Vulnerable / m
B. Endangered /HW?—T—I’
C. Critically Endangered / 3T3-ﬁT dAhecasd
D. Near Threatened / fA&he Tdhcaed




* Which ministry is responsible for regulating antibiotic use in livestock in
India?

ART H 9T H Terlfeeh 39T Hl afaafdad &= & fow
PlsT TT HIGT TSFASR &2

* A. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare / TdIFeg 3T IRaR
b edIoT HAATl

B. Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and Dairying / Ac&d
qTelet, TR[UTeT 3iX 38 FATE

C. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare / $T¥ 3iiv fFam
edioT HATeld

D. Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change / qYTGOT, Jol

mmqﬁaé?rm




* Which country is hosting the 20th Manama Dialogue?

20d AATAT STAAET hl HSETAT hied AT AU HI I&T g7

* A. Qatar / X
B. Bahrain /
C. UAE / 9 3R 3R
D. Saudi Arabia ] T3l 3




 The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was established in which year?

ARICH 3IH TR HTANT (CND) T FATHAT vy I g5 A1

* A. 1946
B. 1950
C. 1965
D. 1971



* What is the maximum duration a Schengen Visa allows a traveler to stay
within the Schengen Area?

AT ITST YRk I AT 8T H I@ad ohl ITehdH AT AT 87

* A. 30 days
B. 60 days
C. 90 days
D. 120 days



* The Nallamala Hills, part of the Cumbum Tank’s water system, are

located in which geographical region?

TooTHTAT TgISAT, ST hadd &b oh STl YUTTell ol TgEe

T g, g

NMfas & & g &7

* A. Western Ghats / 9T9TH! ©Te
B. Eastern Ghats / qdI ©TC

C. Satpura Range / H?I'CI?:T A THTAT
D. Aravalli Range/m qadHTT
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ENCROACHMENT CHARGE

Part of 180-year-old
U.P. mosque bulldozed

STATES » PAGE 2

INDIA RUSSIA TIES
Conscious

decision to
cooperate,

says Rajnath -

Cong. asks EC to make
election data public
nNEws » PAGE &

BATTLE RESUMES
Gukesh and Ding meet
in Game 13 today

SPORT » PAGE 16

o

Surcharges issue
complicated, says
Panagariya

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Acvind Panagariys, Chairman,
16th Fnance Commission, on
Tuesday termed the grievance
of States regarding the Centre's
Increasing reliance on cesses
and surcharges a “complicated
issue’, and noted that Centre is
entitied to coliect surcharges.
under 3 Constitutionat
Provision. » PAGE 3

INDIA bloc calls for Dhankhar’s
ouster as Rajya Sabha Chairman

osition MPs submit notice all

‘extreme bias’ from the Vice-President, list six

et” against him: they

C
call out ‘unacceptable’ remarks made by him ‘Jowering dignity of the House'; petition unlikely to be taken up this session

n an unprecedented

move, near] op-
position MPs ot the 1N

DIA bloc on Tuesday sub-

mitted a of

of the Rajya Sabha Secre-

post In August 2022, con-
ducted the proceedings of
theHowse inan “extremely
~ manner. They also
Pfesenled o2 Sixpota:
“chargesheet” against him
in the notioe.

The notice said Mr
Dhankhar made constant

to speak. The Chairperson
2l eepesinly cetied les:
itimate requests made by
the Leader of Ihe Opposl»

rperson.

He also said that the not-
ice was unlikely to be taken
up as a resolution in the

= have accused Jagdeep Dhankhar of

ing them whenever they tried to speak. T

will not be carried over to
the next session. All notic-

sesston is prorogued,” he
said.

The MPs have used Arti-
cle 67 of the Constitution
to move the notice. A mo-
tion for removal of the
Vice-President from his of-
fice required a M-day not-
ice of intent on the part of

embers of the Coun-
o Siates that are in sup-
port of the resolution, they
noted.

“The present resolution
should be regarded as the
notice for the purposes of
Article 67 of the Constitu-
tion,” they sakd.
The Opposiion: MEs 21
ged th.

o made unacee plxble
marks against Mr. Kharge,

“thereby lowering the dig-
nity of the House~. The let-
ter also xe&n’ed to Mr.

SC calls for details
of speech made by
judge at VHP event

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued a state-
ment that ¢ had taken note
fa

praising the work of the
lush(rly-a Swayamsevak
Sangh

RSS).
e Vice-President had
recalled his pase associa-

sition that he occupies, the
MPs not

The notice accused him
of criticising the

hankhar
n it upon himself
1o be an “impassioned spo-
kesperson” of the Union
Sovemments policles In
fora across

Repo rate alone interruptions  whenever was to end in
3 't ol dcl (s i 4 day:

growth, says Das

musmAL

REt Governor Shaktikants Das,
on his last day 3t the heim,
s34 growth is impacted by a
“multiplicity of factors™ not just
the benchmark interest rate.
Mr. Das’ remarks assume

NEW DELHI
US. President-elect Danald

s the Assistant
Generst for Cral Rights at the
Department of Justice. She has
been vocal on rights issues and
has repeatedly criticised the

palice.
Farmers near Delhi 3 PAGE 14

: Peopie gather near the wreckage of vehicles after 3
anc ik vohiches ot Kurta, Murmibal, on Monday. At keact saven persons ware killed and over 42 suflered Inkires. T (UORT oW PAGE &

Beihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transpeet bus ran over pedestrians

INDIA bloc

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA/MUMBAI

Voices against the Con-
ing the Indian

rt on
the communally charged
remarks made by Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav, a
sitting judge of the Allaha-
bad High Court, during his
organ-
ised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) within the
High Court premises on
D 5.
The top court said the
“details and particular:
had been sought from the
Court

Justice Yadav was re-
ported to have said the
country would be run ac-
cording to the wishes of
the majoriry. The judge

commented Un-
form Chvil Code was com:
ing, while referring to how

jected to polygamy and tri-
ple another.

The 'mesu:emem of Va-
lues of Judicial Life” adopt-
ed by the Full Court of the

‘st the pe-
ople’s faith in the impar-
slallty of che judic

gress le. sy judge must ar all
National D, times b that he
inclusive Alliance found | is under the public gaze
more resonance on Tues- e should be no act

day with the Rasheriya Ja-
nata Dal calling the for lea-
dership of the Opposition
bloc to be given to West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. The Shiv
Sena (UET) also spoke n
support of a change in
dership of the bloc

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE S

o otmiasion by him which

in legal and potitical cir.
cles, and among the
pubiic. Al India Majlis-e-1t-
tehadul Muslimeen (Al-
MIM)  chief Asaduddin

Shekhar Kumar Yaday

Owalst has questioned the

against Justice Ya-
dav. Supreme Court Bar
Assoclation president, se-
nior advocate Kapi
has reportedly hhed for

impeachment of the
Tieh Corr o,

‘Judicial impropriety”
The ampalsn for Judicial
Accountability and _Re-
Tormms (CIARD, led by advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan, in
its letter to the Chief Justice

of India, alleged that Jus-
tice Yadav's pardcipaion
in a “right
= e
amounted to judicial im"
propriety, breach of his
o ce, and violation
of the fundamental rights
of Muslims 1o equality be-
fore law, dignity, and reli-
freedom. CJAR has
urged the CJI to initiate the
in-house procedure of in-
quiry against Justice Yadav.
Under the in-house pro-
cedure, adopted in 1999
and reieased in the public
domain in 2014, the CJi, on
recefving a complaint of
misconduct,
orward It to the
Chief Justice (CI) of the
High Court concerned.
The €J w seek a res-
panse. from the Judge In
Question. In case the CJ
considered the allegations
to be sertous, he would r
Turn the complaine and the
Judge's reply to the CJL.

Mohammad al-Bashir named
Syria’s interim Prime Minister

DAMASCUS

rhe militants who ousted
an President Bashar al-

T
until March 1, a statement
sasd.

“The general command
has tasked us with running
the transitional govern-
ment untl March 1,” said a

state television's Telegram
account, referring to him
as “the new Syrian Prime
AMinister”.

Militant leader Abu Mo-

mmed aljolani, who
headed the offensive that
forced Mr. Assad out, had
announced talks ol

xnmter er and

Senkor officials Tesp.
for torture and war crimes.
He held talks on Mon-
cm
3

Mohammed al-Bashir

day with outgoing Prime
al

Mr. Blinken said the fu-

ture government of

should be “credible, P
stve and non-sectarian™ .

The United States wanc-
ed the next government
Pecient Syfix from being
used as a base for terro-
rism”, he added-

Although they no longer
hold any territory in Syria,
the jihadists of the Islamic
Stace: %), group. remal

“The Britainbased Syr-

BENGALURU

Somanahalls Mallaiah
Krishna, or S.M. Krishna,

If in the country's

political landscape with his
administrative skills and a

unique vision of
develop
He held several promi-

fairs Minister, Maharashtr;
sef Minister of

BMinister -a-
lali “to coordinate a wansf-

services™ to Syria's people.
according to a statement
on Telegram.

S. Secretary of State
Antony Blnken urged
nations to support an ~in-
chusive* political process in
Syria, saying the United

tes would eventually re-
cognise a government if it
meets such standards.

jan Ol for  Hu-
man nghu sald IS fighters
killed

Karnataka, Speaker of the
bly and

troops aneg capturing
them as they fled across
the vast Syrian Desert.

The UN envoy for byrl;\
said the groups that for
et bt
form their “good
es”

&

messag-
into actions on the

ISRAEL POUNDS SYRIA
* PAGE 16

Minister in the Karnataka
gavernmenl.
not only laid a strong
foundation for the growth
e o Indastrion 1n
Karnataka but 2iso man:
aged to get them on board
with the government to
build *Brand Bengaluru® at
the international level. He
earned the repuration of
being a reformist icon with

SML KRISHNA (1932-2024)

a focus on development at
a time when populism and
caste politics dominated

Born into a farming fa-
mily in Somanahalli of

1962 by trouncing a vete-

ran and influential politi-
cian, H. K. Veeranna Gow-
da, scon after his return
from the U.S.

In his nearly five-decade
political career, Mr. Krish-
na has served as a member
of the Lok Sabha, Rajya

Veteran leader, Brand Bengaluru’s icon is

es, including kidnapping of
the Kannada matinee idol
Raj Kumar by forest bri-

high com.
mand shifting him to Mah-
arashira as Covemnor and
 him the Exter-

nal Aﬂ'ails Ml.nmer
Many political leaders
feel that Mr. would
have been n the race for

no more

wardly mobile city dwell-
ers. Yet he also took up sev-
eral important schemes for
rural areas, Including re-
juvenation of tanks under
Jalasamvardhane project
to replenish groundwater,
Yashaswini health insu-
rance scheme for mem-
bers of co-operative bo-
dies. mid-day meal scheme
for government school stu-
dents, digitisation of land
housing

Years after he was re-
moved from the post as Ex-

Sabha, semb-  ledged by Krishns in l'us ternal Affairs Minister, Mr.
ly and n.eg\sume Coundll,  biograph ishna severed his nearly
besides holding orga = decade tes with the
tional posts such ‘With his suave pe: o d joir the
taka Pr ity and focus on bulldlng Simost at the fag end of

Minister (1999 to 2004), he
faced a series of challeng-

‘Brand Bengalurw’,
Krishna endeared Himself

particularly to the aspiring

class, especially the up-

P
his political career.

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGES




-a

INDIA bloc calls for Dhankhar’s
ouster as Rajya Sabha Chairman

Opposition MPs submit notice alleging ‘extreme bias’ from the Vice-President, list six-point ‘chargesheet’ against him; they

call out ‘unacceptable’ remarks made by him ‘lowering dignity of the House’; petition unlikely to be taken up this session

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

n an unprecedented
l move, nearly 60 Op-

position MPs of the IN-
DIA bloc on Tuesday sub-
mitted a notice at the office
of the Rajya Sabha Secre-
tary-General, P.C. Mody,
seeking the removal of the
Chairperson of the Upper
House, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar. They al-
leged that Mr. Dhankhar
had, since assuming the
post in August 2022, con-
ducted the proceedings of
the House in an “extremely
biased” manner. They also
presented a six-point
“chargesheet” against him
in the notice.

The notice said Mr.
Dhankhar made constant
interruptions whenever
Opposition MPs attempted

to speak. The Chairperson
also repeatedly denied leg-
itimate requests made by
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, to “in-
tervene and rebut false-
hoods propagated by”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and the Leader of
the House and BJP presi-
dent, J.P. Nadda, the MPs
noted.

Former Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Rajya Sabha and
veteran civil servant V.K.
Agnihotri told The Hindu
that he had not in the past
witnessed such a request
to remove the
Chairperson.

He also said that the not-
ice was unlikely to be taken
up as a resolution in the
House as the Winter Ses-
sion was to end in less than
14 days (December 20). “It

Troubling stance: MPs have accused Jagdeep Dhankhar of

b &\

constantly interrupting them whenever they tried to speak. PTI

will not be carried over to
the next session. All notic-
es given during a session
become invalid once the
session is prorogued,” he
said.

The MPs have used Arti-
cle 67 of the Constitution
to move the notice. A mo-
tion for removal of the
Vice-President from his of-
fice required a 14-day not-
ice of intent on the part of

the members of the Coun-
cil of States that are in sup-
port of the resolution, they
noted.

“The present resolution
should be regarded as the
notice for the purposes of
Article 67 of the Constitu-
tion,” they said.

The Opposition MPs al-
leged that Mr. Dhankhar
had made unacceptable re-
marks against Mr. Kharge,

“thereby lowering the dig-
nity of the House”. The let-
ter also referred to Mr.
Dhankhar’s statement
praising the work of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

The Vice-President had
recalled his past associa-
tions with “so-called cultu-
ral organisations” in a
manner unbecoming of
the high Constitutional po-
sition that he occupies, the
MPs noted.

The notice accused him
of criticising the state-
ments made by Opposition
leaders who were not
members of the Rajya Sab-
ha, and said Mr. Dhankhar
had taken it upon himself
to be an “impassioned spo-
kesperson” of the Union
government’s policies in
public fora across the
country.



* Notice by Opposition MPs / [auefl Graer +1 Afew

* Nearly 60 opposition MPs from the INDIA bloc submitted a notice for

the removal of Vice-President and Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

INDIA selTeh o o9THeT 60 Tauelr grder & 3IWrseufa 3R
TSTGAT & HEYET SHEIT UAEs Bl geled & [olU aAfed feam|

 Allegations include "extreme bias" in conducting proceedings and
making remarks that lowered the dignity of the House.

HRIGT H HRAART #H "3caf¥ie 98791a” 3R et @1 IRAT Fi
o qgwoﬁ arenr feoaforar enfAer &




* Six-Point Chargesheet / B%'—?I;Sﬁﬂ' N9 99

 MPs alleged that Mr. Dhankhar interrupted opposition members during
speeches and failed to intervene when government leaders made false

statements.

el & 3IR9 oemRT & &Y ga@s & Juely gerar & AV &
GRTeT & sTelr 3R 319 TSR A3l o g[S a1 fu, a4
gEdad oTal fohaT|

* The Vice-President’s public praise of organizations like the RSS was cited as
inappropriate for his Constitutional role.

Maamméﬁwm}ﬁa?rmmmaﬁ
WW%WWWWl




* Procedural Hurdles / YThaTcH® ST

* The resolution under Article 67 of the Constitution requires a 14-day
notice, making it unlikely to be taken up during the Winter Session ending

December 20.

AU & 3eTo0g 67 & ded JEdid & v 14 &eT Fr aifeq &
ITERIFAT Bl &, o Ndsrell TF (20 fHaR) & 3& 3o
FEHT B

* Former Secretary-General of Rajya Sabha, V.K. Agnihotri, noted such a
request is unprecedented in Indian parliamentary history.

TSIGHT & qa GfRg dra. HTeHE o &gl foh AR g8
sfderd & QAT Y A B




* The removal process of the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Vice President of
]Icnﬁlla) is governed by Article 67 of the Indian Constitution. The steps are as
ollows:

e 1. Initiation of the Removal Process

* The process for the removal of the Chairman (Vice President) begins with a
notice of a resolution.

* The resolution must be signed by at least 20% of the total members of the
House (Rajya Sabha) where it is initiated.

AN

'\Eﬁ%ﬂloiﬂq?;aﬂcac\ (gmd T W%%Sagg) %‘??I t?ftjfﬁsfr g &
+ 1. TorSehTeeT T & Q&3

34?:& 3§|TIWC|% ﬁs‘dﬁrﬁmuch JEATT T AT & J1U

. {-lchcvq ) 5 H% éWﬂT? & ol g%ﬁffw %ﬁ%]?ﬁ 20%




Submission of the Notice

The notice is submitted to the Secretary-General of the Rajya Sabha.

3. Admittance of the Motion

The Chairman (Vice President) does not preside over the session when their removal is being discussed.

The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha or another member presides over the proceedings.

AT JEJT F

AT TSITAT & AGATAT &l Alar 317 ¢

3. JEdra dr Fpid

ST 3o¢ gclel 9X IdT 8l &l 8 ar FHUT (3WISeufd) T T EI&TAT AT I ol
ASITHT & 3UFHAYTT IT 3T FELT HAdTal I TETeTdr Fd &




* Discussion and Voting in the Initiating House
* The motion is taken up for consideration in the Rajya Sabha.

* The resolution must be passed by a majority of the total
membership of the Rajya Sabha and by a two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting.

e 5. Transmission to the Lok Sabha

* If the resolution is passed in the Rajya Sabha, it is then sent to the Lok
Sabha for consideration.

IRAF HeT H T=T vd Ade
I IEAd ToI9AT #H AR & fow @r 3 g

TEATT &l AT FHT T el YGEIdT & TgAd 3R 3uleyd
3R AT T T ST & al-fags JgAa ¥ uRa f&ar '
ST Tnigu] >

5. AT H TATATAOT

2R ST e 3 aRE @ S ¥, o 5% R & Bl
Nrgsm & AT ST B >




Approval by the Lok Sabha

The Lok Sabha must also pass the resolution with a majority of the total membership and a two-thirds majority of
the members present and voting.

7. Removal of the Chairman (Vice President)

Once the resolution is passed by both Houses of Parliament with the required majority, the Chairman (Vice
President) stands removed from office.

g @ Holl

NFTGHAT A M FT S&IaT & A 3R 39TEYT 3R Aded R drel I&&IT & ar-[dgs qgAd &
Y &g G T g

7. 3TETET (3TRTSCUTA) T g

Ueh SR I GEdId 37T agHd & A1 TG o Gldl el eaRT IIRd g SIdr g, df 37eTsT
(3WTSUfd) & U F ger f&ar I gl




* Implications / YHIQ:

* The move, even if symbolic, reflects the growing tensions between
opposition parties and the ruling government.

TG HeH, Hol 8 FcllehlcH g‘r faued gl 3R FAwe THR
& oI S¢d delld &l SRITAT gl

* Raises questions about the neutrality of Constitutional positions in a
polarized polltlcal environment.

YdIehc sTallicdeh ARl H FAUlfas Jer Hr fTsuefar «
darer 3amar ¢
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Chief of Air Staff to review
passing out parade on Dec. 14

Alr Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh, Chief of the

Air Seaff, will preside as the

ng Officer at

Reviewil
the Combiined Passing Out Parade of the Ale

Force in

on December 4. It vrnl ‘mark Lbe culmi;

i comumisslering ¢
Number 214 Course, encom;
f the IAF. The

raining for the flight pervid

various
feature

performances by Su30n MKI, the Surya Kiran
Aerobatic

Team, and the Sarang
display team.

helicopter

Survivor in actor rape case
seeks President’s intervention

The survivor in the 2017 actor rape case in Kerala
Tey redly written to the Pry

Court and the Kes

President seek

on any

taken inistrative complaint
ied before the Chict nastioes of the

la High Court in January this
year, she reportedly complained.

Supreme

Telugu associate film director
booked for sexual assault

The Hyderabad police have booked Shaik Ghouse
Motnuddin, an associate director in the Telugu
film industry, for allegedly sexually assaulting a
female junior artist on the false promise of

The 27year-old victim, who was
‘was Hving

marriage.
estranged from her

with Mr.

Motnuddin m]\Mee Hills for the past three

years. “The accused se:
Ppromising
another woman,”

xually
her and later m
a police official

Arvind Panagariya says issue
of surcharges is complicated

Centre is entitled to collect them under Constitutional

many States. Chairman of 16th Finance Cc i

Ihe Hindu Burcau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

rvind Panagariy:
Chairman, 16th F

creasing reliance on cesses
andmmcharpes &% 8 fooen:
plicated issue
While it was a worri-
some facts many
States, it was also, “in a
way,” Centre’s
its own fiscal space due to
the increase in the share of
States in the divisible tax
pool over the years, he

clals and other stakehol-
ders at Kovalam.
Cesses and surcharges

says after

Arvind Panagariya and others arriving for a press.

collected by the
need b2 shared with
the States. Their share in

flow into the divisible pool.

conference in Koualam in Kerala on Tuesday. NRMAL WAZINDRAN

Dr. Panagariya observed
that the share of States in
the divisible pool has ri
from 32% in the 13th Fi-
nance Commission to 42%
under the Ith. The
Centre, he noted, is entit-
led to collect cesses and
surcharges under a Consti-
tutional provision.

vision; however. it is worrisome for
govt. officials in Kerala

Kerala seeks
a higher
tax share

disaster
16th Finance Commission
met a State government
team led by Chief Minister
Parayi Vijayan on

Tuesday at Kovalam.

T.N. to hold talks with
Kerala on Mullaperiyar
dam maintenance

CHENNAL

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment would hold talks

Forala 1o reactve lartien v
lating to the maintenance
of Mullaperiyar dam.

The would be heid
during Chief Minister M_K_
sStalin’s visit to the neigh-
bouring State, Minister for
Water Resources Duraimu-
rugan told the Assembly

n Tuesday.

aaricacio 1o S xall g

tention motion moved by
Leader of the Op,

niswami that
officials

du government were being
obstructed by the Kerala
government from undes-
ENing malmanance work
on the dam.

con(ended
the Tamil

verdict”
Citing Mr. Stalins sche-
duled visit to Kerala, Mr.

Palaniswami _reqi
him to hold talks with his
Kerala counterpare; to £a:
solve the

When me “Corns v
Nagaima: ob,ec(e .

Edappadi K. Palaniswami,
Mz D the

that Kerala was cbstructing

talks would be held with

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan.
Mr. Stalin is scheduled
to take part in the valedic-
tory of the Vaikom Satya-
graha centenary celebra-
tons on Dec:

1n his speech, . Pala-

Duraimesrigan said the o
Dreme Courts jdgment
was in favour of mainte-
nance of the dam.

“What else would you
call & if someone is not ho-
nouring the Supreme
Court’s judgment.” he

ISRO, Navy carry out recovery trials for Gaganyaan mission

BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research

ofthe Gaganyaan
crew module.
The trials were carried
out at Eastern Naval Com-
mand on Friday using well
deck shlp off the coast ol

visal

“According to the 1SRO,
the well deck in a ship can
be flooded with water so
that boats, landing crafts,

and recovered spacecraft
Can be taken inside to dock
within the ship.

‘Least discomfort”
“Once the crew module

i
Geck of the ship where the
an come out comfor-

crew
tably.” the agency said on

The ISR0 and the Navy carry cut the recavery trists of the crew

module for

1\l¢

It furiher said that the
trials for carrying out well
deck recovery were car-

sPECWL

ried out using 3 mass and
hape crew mo-

well deck recovery of crew
as carrie

the Indsan Navy and the IS-

RO during the trials. The

ery trials being carried out
by the Indian Navy and IS-
RO to finalise the SOPs for
recovery operations for no-

sequence includes the at-  minal as well as offF-nomi-
of the ¥y nal = the ISRO

towing, entering into A
The Gaganyaan pro-

gty ship, posi-
okl of crée module on
< fixture, and draining of
the el A i
o210 this irial validated
the overall Seepiene ol op:
erations, fixtures
and will help in fine tuning
Proc

dule modkup. —The se
quence of operations for

oce-
dures (SOPs). “This trial is
part of the series of recov-

gramme envisages demon-

back safely to Earth h)'
landing them in sea
waters.

Will use WhatsApp to
issue caste, income
certificates: Naidu

VUAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Nai-

by collecting and integrat-
ing from each depart-

ment.” he said.

du has said that WhatsApp
would be used for fssuing
caste nd incor
ceruficates,
At a review meeting on

Data
Calling for use technolo-

monitor grievance resolu-
tion and public satisfaction
levels.

He also asked them to

ture. The goal is to deliver
the best services through
“WhatsApp Governance®

realtime data and integrat-
ing it with other depart-
ments, with overall moni-
toring by the RTGS.

Winter catch

Fishermen puil the net spread i

Tuezday. During wirder, net is spread wide 3t about
Palf & Milorsebre T B shore. Flshariman helios that fish Come ceae o th ahore Quring the season. K& DESPAX

Panchamasalis held
during bid to storm
Suvarna Soudha

BELAGA

police had to resort to
lathicharge  to
mmembers of the Pancha-

Reservation Agita-

".'he police Sopped sev-
eral groups, led by com.

where the winter session

The leaders were taken

released later. The protest

Pune-Be:

tional Highway near the
Suvarna Soudha.

The ed
that the protest will conti-
nue tll the Karna

ation
of the community into Oth-
Classes 2A

fthe L
was in progress.

er
group from 38.

Pinarayi, Stalin to come together for launch
of Periyar memorial in Vaikom tomorrow

KOTTAVAM

one-and-a-half years
her Joindy inaugurating
the centen:

memorial of Tamil refor-
mist EV. Ramasami Najck-
er, popularly known
Thanthai Periyar.
While Mr. Stalin will in-
the renovated

tion in connection with the
cm

event. K. Veeramani, presi-
dent. Dravidar Kazh.
will be o

Vaikom Satyagraha, re-

The Thanthal Peryar at
Vatkom, whéch will be Inagurated on Thursday. weed

cognised as the first organ-
ment for the

with his wife Nagamma,

100 joined the satyagraha.
He was jailed twice for his
involvernent.

Major renovation
The deciston to renovate
emorial site was
made by Mr. Stalin when
he visited Vatkom in April
last year as part of the Vai-
kom Satyagraha centenary
celebrations.

The 7O-cent property
near \'all)akzv:\.la Junction
had been officially trans-
ferred to Tamil Nadu in the

Though a me-
morial was established in
January 1994, it later suf-
fered years of ct.

The memorial has now

and artefacts related

to Periyar, was partially de-

molished to make way for

a two-storey structure.

The ground floor now fea-
d

trative office.
grand entrance gate
has been constructed near
yar's statue, with a
newly built library adja-
The museum
features a wealth of mate-

India Skills Report ranks
Kerala among top States
for employability in India

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Xerala continues to lead as

cated by the India Skills Re-
port 2

published
by talent assessment agen-
¥ Wheebox in assoclation

Kerala joins ranks

S(aua favoured
for e

and Andhra Pradesh.
Kerala also joins the
ranks of Tamil Nadu, mh-

oss In-

ployability in India conti-
5%

cant talent pool. scu-
Tarly amane e yort, I

the 2225 age group, Kerala
has an employability rate
of 87.47%, making it one of
the top contenders in this
demographic, while for ex-

rials, including Periyars | with various agencies in-  arashtra and Ui
biography, the history of | chuding the Al India Goun-  as the top States ramumi
the cil for a-  for
images of don, . The S

with indian Industry. and Asso-

his
rominent leaders,
tings.

ginally installed in 1985 on
84 cents of land

nds
clation of Indian Universi-
at Keralas
maintains  a

by the Kerala government,
remains a centrepiece of
1

the memorial.
e |

strong rate
of 71%, placing it on the
Aifth position after Maha-
rashtra, Delhi, Karnataka

aged 2629 Kerala ranked

highest an em-
ployabiticy rate 3

The State stands out in

States with significant op-
portunities for women.




Arvind Panagariya says issue
of surcharges is complicated

Centre is entitled to collect them under Constitutional provision; however, it is worrisome for

many States, Chairman of 16th Finance Commission says after meeting govt. officials in Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

rvind Panagariya,
A Chairman, 16th Fi-
nance Comumis-

sion, on Tuesday termed
the grievance of States re-
garding the Centre’s in-
creasing reliance on cesses
and surcharges as a “com-
plicated issue.”

While it was a worri-
some factor for many
States, it was also, “in a
way,” the Centre’s res-
ponse to the reduction of
its own fiscal space due to
the increase in the share of
States in the divisible tax
pool over the years, he
said, speaking to the media
after meeting Kerala offi-
cials and other stakehol-
ders at Kovalam.

Cesses and surcharges

Share in the pie: Arvind Panagariya and others arriving for a press
conference in Kovalam in Kerala on Tuesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

collected by the Centre
need not be shared with
the States. Their share in
the gross tax revenue has
risen over the years,
prompting States to de-
mand that the Ilevies
should be capped and that
anything beyond it should
flow into the divisible pool.

Dr. Panagariya observed
that the share of States in
the divisible pool has risen
from 32% in the 13th Fi-
nance Commission to 42%
under the 14th. The
Centre, he noted, is entit-
led to collect cesses and
surcharges under a Consti-
tutional provision.

Kerala seeks
a higher
tax share

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has urged the 16th
Finance Commission to
raise the share of States in
the divisible tax pool from
the present 41% to 50%
and rework the formula
used for resource sharing
among States.

It has also sought an
increased allocation for
disaster management. The
16th Finance Commission
met a State government
team led by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Tuesday at Kovalam.




* Complexity of Surcharges and Cesses / AR 3T 3UFT AT FATeadr

* Arvind Panagariya, Chairman of the 16th Finance Commission, termed the
grievances of States regarding the Centre’s reliance on surcharges and
cesses as a 'complicated issue.’

16&ﬁﬂm$m‘€rﬂmqmd st T IHR 3R
Wwésaa?rﬁraﬁwaﬁ"aﬁﬂm CrRIpIN

* The Centre is constitutionally entitled to collect cesses and surcharges,
WhICh do not need to be shared with States.

e HIUTIh §7 F IVHR IR 39 dHoIl FT §ehaR g, o
TaT & G HIST ¥l ST TaThdT 781 ¢




» Concerns Raised by States / {51 T fRame

 States expressed concerns over their shrinking share in the divisible tax
pool, which has risen from 32% under the 13th Finance Commission to 42%

under the 14th. . . . .
5T o [AATST T T H 34 gcd e W ar sgeq fr, s

139 T3 39T & de8d 32% & da] 149 & 42% g I

* Kerala demanded that cesses and surcharges be capped and anything
beyond that should flow into the divisible pool.

ol o AT 1 foh AR 3R 3qT &l WA fhar Se 30K
HiaRed TR &I [GHT T qoT H STell ST




» Kerala’s Requests / el T AT

» Kerala urged the Finance Commission to increase the States’ share in
the divisible tax pool from the current 41% to 50%.

hel of fad ANT ¥ 98T & Gl H AT &1 fgean
AISIET 41% @ et 50% e el 3Tl |

* The State also sought hi%?er allocations for disaster management.

T o 3T9ET YT o TolT 38 31de dhr dT AT b




 Constitutional Provisions and Fiscal Implications / gatfas yaue 3R
A< goma

* Under the Constitution, cesses and surcharges collected by the Centre do
not have to be shared with States, leading to a skewed resource

distribution.

AT & ded, g caRT afel IV IJHR iR 39+ T &
HT2T TS T T IMERTRT 78T &, foad gareet # 3fdfd

faaRoT gar g

* The States aague that this practice reduces their fiscal space and autonomy.

5T dh g T I8 9T 3 O &7 3R T@adaar & d@ifag
Al B




* Historical Context / ¥fagr s Hea:

* The practice of collecting cesses and surcharges has increased
significantly in recent years, with States demanding greater equity in
tax sharing.

& gl A AR 3R 39 JIG0T # Iea@AT Y 79
mWﬁmeﬁmaamdlﬁ &l
|




 Implications / YHIC:

* The ongoing debate reflects growing fiscal tensions between the
Centre and States over resource allocation.

Tl T 9gd AT 3Tdesd Sl T g 3R Ta7 & 9
aa?rﬁ?hzramaa#ra%ﬁ?ﬁ%l

* Any changes in the formula could impact the fiscal autonomy of both
the Centre and States.

g3 H g ¢ dcarad g 3R =T gl Fr fada Tarad
A gHITST X FohaT gl




FINANCE COMMISSION OF INDIA

he Government of India has established the 16th Finance Commission (Chairman- Dr. Arvind Panagariya)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Finance Commission is a

constitutional body under

ARTICLE 280

that recommends the

FINANCE COMMISSION INDIA

distribution of tax revenues é é é Central Not suggestions made by
between the Central L 11 O 1111 Governmeni Bound by Finance Commission.
A A SO,
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMNISSION STRUCTURE : QUALIFICATIONS
. : o . FINANCE COMMISSION
39 3T 1 Chairman : : (MISCELLANEOUS
5 FINANCE COMMISSION INDIA.' s " ..................... ' PRDVISIONS) ACT, 1951

D : specifies the qualifications for

UNDER (4 (w B2 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION S ; @ @D : the Chairman and other

4 Members : members.



TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR 'IBTH FINANCE COMMISSION

c
. Horizontal Devolutio Recommends
E Central Governen’r - i é__ Principles for grants-in-aid from the
g oo 1Y Al : Consolidated Fund Ukl Article 275. a7
g ii% # % ‘% >{ : % M Measures to boost state funds for
- - - = - R panchayats and municipalities.
O The proportion of the How states share is distributed :
-E Centre's net tax among various States. It takes info Reviews and suggests improvements
Q@ revenue goes to the account a State’s population, fertility : for disaster financing under the
> States. level, income level, geography, etc.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ISSUES

P
’ ~
’ \
i/
| '
\ !
/
\
~
e e

.
v

The FC, appointed : States claim that Cess and . The share of taxes . Industrialized : Disagreements
by the Centre, :  Centre often - surcharge, about : for southern States - states get less  persist over tax
may be ‘doesn't share funds | 23% of gross tax : has decreased over : from the Centre : sharing between
influenced by : asrecommended  receipts, are not - the last six Finance :  than they - the Centre and
political factors. : by the Commission. :shared with States. ©:  Commissions. . contribute. States.



Finance Commission Year of establishment Chairman Operational duration
First 1951 K. C. Neogy 1952-57

Second 1956 K. Santhanam 1957-62

Third 1960 A. K. Chanda 1962-66

Fourth 1964 P. V. Rajamannar 1966-69

Fifth 1968 Mahavir Tyagi 1969-74

Sixth 1972 K. Brahmananda Reddy | 1974-79

Seventh 1977 J. M. Shelat 1979-84

Eighth 1983 Y. B. Chavan 1984-89

Ninth 1987 N. K. P. Salve 1989-95

Tenth 1992 K. C. Pant 1995-00
Eleventh 1998 A. M. Khusro 200005

Twelfth 2002 C. Rangarajan 2005-10
Thirteenth 2007 Dr. Vijay L. Kelkar 2010-15
Fourteenthl] 2013 Dr. Y. V Reddy 2015-20
Fifteenthl®] 2017 N. K. Singh 2020-21; 2021-26
Sixteenth 2023 Arvind Panagariya 2026 - 31




7.06

Chart 1: The amount in ¥ each State got for every rupee they contributed to
Central taxes in 2021-22*

Customs and union excise duties have
not been considered in the calculation as
State wise data is not maintained
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Chart 2: The share of States in the divisible pool of taxes over the last six FCs*

Gujarat

Tamil Nadu

Kerala

Karnataka
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Bihar

Maharashtra

15+
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Table 1 : The criteria for horizontal devolution among States over the last five FCs

Criteria 11th FC 12th FC 13th FC 14th FC | 15thFC
2000-05 | 2005-10 | 2010-15 2015-20 | 2021-26
Income Distance 62.5 50 47.5 50 45
Population (1971 Census) 10 2h 25 ] s -
Population (2011 Census) - - - 10 15
Area e 10 10 15 15
Forest cover - - - 7.5 -
Forest and ecology - - - - 10
Infrastructure index 7.5 - . . .
Fiscal discipline 7.5 5 17.5 - -
Demographic performance - - - - 12.5
Tax effort 5 7.5 - . oL
Total 100 100 100 100 100




India Skills Report ranks
Kerala among top States
for employability in India

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala continues to lead as
one of the most employa-
ble States in India, as indi-
cated by the India Skills Re-
port 2025.

The report, published
by talent assessment agen-
cy Wheebox in association
with various agencies in-
cluding the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Educa-
tion, Confederation of
Indian Industry, and Asso-
ciation of Indian Universi-
ties, reveals that Kerala’s
workforce maintains a
strong employability rate
of 71%, placing it on the
fifth position after Maha-
rashtra, Delhi, Karnataka

Kerala joins ranks
of T.N., Maharashtra
and U.P. as the top
States favoured

for employment

and Andhra Pradesh.

Kerala also joins the
ranks of Tamil Nadu, Mah-
arashtra and Uttar Pradesh
as the top States favoured
for employment across In-
dia. The State is especially
preferred by female job
aspirants.

The study, which sur-
veyed 6.50 lakh youths
through a Global Employa-
bility Test conducted
across the country, indicat-
ed that the overall em-

ployability in India conti-
nued to grow with 54.81%
of the assessed youths
found to be employable
with the required skills.
Kerala’s employability
figures highlight its signifi-
cant talent pool, particu-
larly among the youth. In
the 22-25 age group, Kerala
has an employability rate
of 87.47%, making it one of
the top contenders in this
demographic, while for ex-
perienced professionals
aged 26-29 Kerala ranked
the highest with an em-
ployability rate of 68.82%.
The State stands out in
terms of female employa-
bility, ranking third among
States with significant op-
portunities for women.



. Kerala S Leadmg Position in Employability / ST AT H Fd

» Kerala has been ranked as one of the most employable States in India,
as per the India Skills Report 2025.

Waﬁgﬁmmﬁqﬁézozmwdw HRd o gad
JSIR A9T TA # & T o &9 7 4T fear @ gl

* The State maintains a 71% employability rate, placing it fifth after
Maharashtra, Delhi, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.
qoT FT AR TTAT 23 71% &, o 39 HeRISe, feoar,
Felced 3R MY U F a1g qrad T ) I@T




» India Skills Report / /34T ffFew RO

* Published by Wheebox in association with AICTE, Cll, and other agencies,
the report assesses employability through a Global Employability Test
conducted across 6.5 lakh youths.

RAIE T Wheebox & AICTE, CIIl 3R 37T TSi{&T & ATY AR A
TR fohar, f9ad 6.5 o@ Jarsil W Ielidel Treddiafoldl &
F ATCTH ¥ Ao ATAAT T IMeholsT [HaAT 1T

* National employability grew to 54.81% of assessed youth having required
skills.

TSI TR W 54.81% ?:IT:|T34T Sl TR hiIAST & TTY USTIR_
QT 9T AT




« Kerala’s Youth Talent Pool / &3¢l T a1 U IGE] qel

* In the 22-25 age group, Kerala achieved an 87.47% employability
rate, making it a top contender in this demographic.

22-25 HTT qIr H, ol o 87.47% USPIR AT &T griael
1, Sad I 29 SAgitegar # N gfaael §e7 =)

* For experienced professionals aged 26-29, Kerala topped with a

68.82% employability rate.

26-29 T o AHAT YA & [T, T o 68.82%
AR A9aar & & ary Y T greg &)




* Female Employability / AT AT VIR AT

 Kerala ranks third among States with significant opportunities for

women.

Afge3ll & fAT FAgcaqul 3T & AT el Tl # d

TYTeT YT

gl

* The State is especially preferred by female job seekers due to its
inclusive workforce pollu

39T TH

dTell garT
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1.National Perspective / TTSEIT TSCHIOT

1. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and Delhi emerged as other top States for
employability.

JATATS, AGRISE, 3TN Teer 3R feeel 303 MY AR Ao Tl & &9
H 3|

2. The findings underscore the importance of skill development programs across the
country.

Y Fhy AT A HIAT R FIAFAT & Agcd I 3SR R gl
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Ecolo;

Madhav Gz

ts

Champions of the Earth award

T'he United Nations on Tuesday

recomised

ecologist Madhav Gadgil with the annual
Champions of the Earth award, the UN's highest

cvionamental nnga, B his e
Gadgil, the only Indsan on
red

2 WeSTErn GRats. Mr.

inal work in

the list of chis years sward feciplents, ¢

the government-constinus

Western Ghats

Ecology Expert Panel 1o study the mpact of

population pressure, climat

et artritice o the

legml in India

change, and
ecologically fragile

“The panel recommended in 2011

that the entire hill range be declared an

sensitive Area

1 divided it

Ento three Ecologically Sensitive Zones. rm

CUET revamp: students

can appear in any subject

The CUET-UG will return to the

“students will be al.lowed
pective of

G appear far amy sbject lrres

i 1 tor
University Grants Commissson (UGC) Chalrman
Mr_ Kuimnar sad

Jagadesh Kumnar
wil k-

that the exam

{CBT) mode from
and secure than
also be

2005 as it is much
r modes. “Candidates
allowed to opt for subjects in CUET-UG

d test
more reliable
wll

that they haven't studsed in Class 12 1o allow the
students to cross over the rigid disci

‘boundaries in
said. e

iplinary
higher education,” the UGE chief

NEW DELHI
he Centre's One Na-
tion, One Subscrip-
tion (ONOS)

scheme will more than ori-
ple the aumber of State-af-
filiated colleges and indivi-

sclences and humanities —
from the id's pu-
blish

resear available 1o
tucder

“In the first phase that
will begin on January 1.
2035, such access will be
available to all States or go-
vemnment instimtions {in-
cluding State colleges, re-
search bodies). In 2027,
after a review, we can con.
sider prlvale universities
and colleges,” Alay S
Principal Sclentific Advis
er, sakd at a press confe-

Iy’ on journal subscrip-

Ome Nation, One Subsceription scheme aims at ex)
and faculty, outside privileged Centrally funded institutes, 171 Instintes of National Importance

= Under the Gne Mation, One Subserinton schemy
Shalants San 7E33 PAPErS £van whan SwaY Frm CAMEUE. ALE PITS

tons, sccording to data
shared by officials

nother  initiative  as
past of the scheme would
e the creation of an Arti-

Tesearch freely
avail;

Typleally, articles are
put

a paywall an
e are i Dy o st
seribers

mqvt_ma‘napex)o\u
such as  MNarure

around THO,000-

160,
“We will set up a pro-

eligible for this,” Bx. Sood

The overarching senti
h

stitutes of National Impor-
rance, ald
Karandikar, Secretary, De-
partment of Sclence and
Technology.

“Think of it like getting a
cable  tel chage

New scheme to triple those
with access to top journals

research literature available to students

with access o the full bow-
quet
doesny

cheir existing practices,” he
added.

The nodal agency
will coordinats subscrlp-

will be the Informa-
o and Library Nerwork
(INFLIBNET), an autono-
mous inter-university
centre of the University

students, faculty and re-
searchers,
“The student or faculty

INDIA bloc all set to
move SC over alleged
EVM manipulation

WEW DELHI

Nationalist Party
1S5 "Chiet Shared Bawa
late on Tuesday met with
Delhi Chief Minkster “Arvind

EVMs {slectronic  voting
machine) in the recent As-
sembly election in Maha-
rashrra.

NCPSP) leader Prashant
Jagtap told presspersons af-
ter the meeting that INDLA
blac would approach the
higlest

came

No mismatch
found. says EC
MumMBAL

Tha Maharashra Chisf
Electaral Officer's office issued
a statemens on Tussdsy
clarifyng the procedure
Fallawed during the zourting

slips From five randeenly
setected polling sEations in
each Assemishy segment. O
Hovember 23, the WPAT slip
count far 1,440 units acrass
258 Assembiy segments in
Miaharashira was conducted in
the presence of countng
abservers and candidates

onadayMbenﬂn(_on-

The slips wers
tallied mith the eomesponding
EVM contral unit data, and na

respectie District Election
Officess,

can register for the service | sembly elecs
shrough their instisution Thve Congress has sought
and read an 1 Assembly

ers, ] wise electoral rolls and

nerjee, joing Secretary, De-
partment  of  Higher

tion_
The scheme has been in

research literature.

dara to be provided in Ex-
cel sheers

The letter reiterated that
40 lakh new wvoters were

enrclled and 75 lakh extra
votes polled in the Assemb-

Iy election mmpued with
bha election

high compared with pr
vious election cycles in
Maharashira or other

Researchers develop Al-based platform
to rapidly find age-defying molecules

CHENNAI

Longevity has always been
the Holy Grail of medicine,
and extending Hfe beyond
as dri

of Information_Technolo-
Ev. Delhi, that has used a
platform based on Artifi-

se
«cial Intelligence 1o discover
molecnles that promote
healthy ageing.
Researchers at IIT-Delhd
have developed AgeXtend
as a tool to efficiently cut
time taken o
identify viable molecules
with

eXtend also el

curately if they have gero-

of compounds, says
one of the scientists

Nature Aging, have said
that they screened over 11
billion compounds, over a
period of two years,

the plasform unco-
wered several plnmlslng
candidares

fraction of them, less than
1%, have been identified
with anti-ageing proper-
ties.

Gautam Ahuja, one of
the authors, from the de-
partment of Computation-
al Biology, ITIT- Delhi, says.

. o age
roperties,
e

uses Al w pred-
and ntify
it and-agelng
properties, assess

fety, and Seterstand thet
bislogical effects. It looks

Buz where this product di-
verges from others that
might already hawve been
empl by researchers is
thas it can explain why it
considers  certain  com-
pounds as ant-ageing, it
reveals why it chose these

ents e e

uide
indicate rticular di-
rection in which vall
needs
How  exactly
worl “ chamical

where exactly we need 1o

rine, even without prio:
mowladge of these Com.
. he added.

WL PhO.  scholar
Sakshi Arora who is also
the Le auﬂ‘m in the jour-
nal paper, deseribed AgeX-
ettt o dtooery engine
unlocking new possibilities
for promoting health and
langevisy:

bcanlung 1.2 billion mo-
lecules makes = la
gest study so g
subject, br. ahuja claimed.
© scanned  in-
e compounds from

The research team has
made  available
and data on

searchers ,
and at a charge for compa-
mies.

A python package for
Agedtend is provided via
pip ar  pypi.org/fproject)
AgeNrend

PM POSHAN: Centre to bear additional
cost of I425.62 cr. due to food inflation

NEW DELHL

The Centre has

that it will bear the addi-
thonal cost of TA35.62 crose
an account of inflation in

Balvatika and Classes
1to & in 1024 lakh govern-

s of the inflasian indes, the material cost of putses,
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Uphaolding dharma

trightecusness) is the basis for praceis-
ing bhaksi {devotion). Bhake and dharma
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Ecologist Madhav Gadgil gets
Champions of the Earth award

The United Nations on Tuesday recognised
ecologist Madhav Gadgil with the annual
Champions of the Earth award, the UN’s highest
environmental honour, for his seminal work in
the Western Ghats. Mr. Gadgil, the only Indian on
the list of this year’s award recipients, chaired
the government-constituted Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel to study the impact of
population pressure, climate change, and
development activities on the ecologically fragile
region in India. The panel recommended in 2011
that the entire hill range be declared an
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) and divided it
into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones. e
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Khosla in 2024

Born 28 January 1955 (age 69)
Pune, Maharashtra, India

Education |IT Delhi (BTech)
Carnegie Mellon University (MS)
Stanford University (MBA)

Known for Co-founder of Sun Microsystems
Founder of Khosla Ventures

Spouse Neeru Khosla
Children 4

e Tulsi Tanti



* 1. Narendra Modi (2018)
e Category: Policy Leadership

* Reason: Recognized for championing the International Solar Alliance and
unprecedented environmental leadership in eliminating single-use plastics
by 2022 (a vision set by India).

2. Afroz Shah (2016)
e Category: Inspiration and Action

* Reason: Honored for spearheading the world’s largest beach cleanup at
Versova Beach in Mumbai, which inspired a global movement for
environmental conservation.



* Recognition and Award / ATIAT 3R qIEPR

 Madhav Gadgil has been awarded the Champions of the Earth, the
United Nations' highest environmental honor.

HIEG aMSfael Sl YFd TSE I Falwd TATAROT FFAT
ARTw 31TF g 3 FereT Far a7 B

* This recognition is for his seminal contributions to ecological
conservation in the Western Ghats.

qg GFATA 3og 9iXgdr gre # giRiEufas aweror & 39
mﬂv‘raﬁmﬁ%ﬁvﬁmwﬁl




* Role in Western Ghats Conservation /Qﬁ?ﬂﬁ °Te TI&TT H Hﬁ'ﬂﬂ

* Mr. Gadgil chaired the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP),
constituted bgrthe Indian government.

A IS o ARAT TSR AT Afod giRaHl gre qIRfFufadhr
fAws YT (WGEEP) T 37€I8Tdar |

* The panel studied the impacts of population pressure, climate change,
and development activities on the ecologically fragile region.

SH Uodl of IIRFEYTAHT &9 4 Fdea1leT &7 W SI[AHEdT gdd,
ey Rade IR R afafdfemt & gemal & sreawer T




« Recommendations / TAwTRY

* In 2011, the panel recommended declaring the entire hill range as an
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA).

2011 H, UeTel oF QX UETST 817 I yiRfEufas & @ gagerefier
87 (ESA) BN &heT T TAHIRET |

* The area was divided into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs) to
regulate develo{gmental activities.
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« Significance of Western Ghats / 9IIH! ©T¢ &T Hgcd

* The Western Ghats is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its
biodiversity and critical ecological balance.

qiRTHT T Ueh TAFh! faed ¢RI ¥4 g, ST 30« Sl
ﬁﬁﬂwﬁmﬂﬁmadﬂd & fore ST Srar g

* It is home to several endemic species and acts as a natural water
reservoir. . N
Ig g TUMAh FATdAT Hl TR § AR Teh Yihfdeh TR &

T H S FdT gl




* About Champions of the Earth Award / SId ITH < Y
&R & R A

* The award recognizes outstanding leaders and advocates in the field
of environmental protection.

Ig IEHR TATE0T HIETOT & &1 A 3chsc Adi3f 3R
FASRT T AT &ar gl

* Previous Indian recipients include Narendra Modi for the
International Solar Alliance and sustainable energy initiatives.
9d AR IIcdehdl3T H g Higl A g, Seg RS
Ao 37AE 3T dd o Ugall & o0 AT e |




PM POSHAN: Centre to bear additional
cost of I425.62 cr. due to food inflation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has announced
that it will bear the addi-
tional cost of ¥425.62 crore
on account of inflation in
food material cost under
the Centrally sponsored
PM POSHAN Scheme in the
financial year 2024-25.

Under the scheme, one
hot cooked meal is served
to 11.7 crore students study-
ing in Balvatika and Classes
1 to 8 in 10.24 lakh govern-
ment and government-aid-
ed schools.

On the basis of the infla-
tion index provided by the
Labour Bureau, the Educa-
tion Ministry has enhanced
the material cost of pulses,
vegetables and oil by
13.7%.

“The material cost is en-
hanced from %5.45 to 36.19
for primary and Balvatika
classes and from Z8.17 to
%9.29 for upper primary
classes with effect from De-
cember 1,” said a release

b 7 = e
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On the basis of the inflation index, the material cost of pulses,
vegetables and oil have been enhanced by 13.7%. FILE PHOTO

from the Ministry. The ma-
terial cost could not be re-
vised during 2023-24; the-
refore, the inflation value
of items under PM POSH-
AN basket for both 2022-23
(6.45%) and 2023-24
(6.74%) has been consi-
dered for enhancement of
cost.

Each Balvatika and
primary school student is
eligible for 20 grams of
pulses, 50 grams of vegeta-

bles and five grams of oil.
Similarly, each upper
primary student is eligible
for 30 grams of pulses, 50
grams of vegetables and se-
ven grams of oil.

State contribution
The new rates will be ap-
plicable across all the
States and Union Territo-
ries.

“These rates of material
cost are the minimum

mandatory rates; however,
States and UTs are free to
contribute more than their
prescribed share, as some
States and UTs have been
contributing more than
their minimum mandatory
share from their own re-
sources for providing
meals with augmented nu-
trition under the PM
POSHAN Scheme,” the
statement said.

The Centre also pro-
vides about 26 lakh tonnes
of foodgrains through the
Food Corporation of India
for which it bears 100%
cost, including subsidy of
approximately 39,000
crore a year and 100%
transportation cost from
FCI depots to schools.

“The per meal cost after
adding all components in-
cluding foodgrains cost un-
der the scheme comes to
approximately 11.54 for
Balvatika and primary
classes and 16.74 for up-
per primary classes,” the
statement said.



History

* The Midday Meal Scheme has been implemented in the Union
Territory of Puducherry under the French Administration since 1930.

* In post-independent India, the Midday Meal Scheme was first
launched in Tamil Nadu, pioneered by the former Chief minister K.
Kamaraj in the early 1960s.

* By 2002, the scheme was implemented in all of the states under the
orders of the Supreme Court of India.|



* Inflation-Driven Cost Adjustment / Wﬂ%‘ & HROT AT
HATI ST

 The Central Government will bear an additional cost of X425.62 crore
for the PM POSHAN Scheme in 2024-25.
shg, TIHR NTH QIYUT ATSTaT & T 2024-25 H 425.62 HUS
fafed @a 3arue|

* The adjustment is due to a 13.7% increase in the cost of food
materials such as pulses,’ve%etables, and oil.

Ig Jef ardl, Ffesrdl AR del oY @ied FHAT fr oertd |
13.7% &1 gefr & FROT 3 o




« About PM POSHAN Scheme / U 9INOT Q11T & IR A

* Provides hot cooked meals to 11.7 crore students in Balvatika and Classes 1 to 8 in government
and government-aided schools.

g relell THRAT IR TSR gl Iod Feholl H STerdricel AR &l 1 & 8 &
117@3@?@?%%3%%%%%

* Each primary school student is entitled to 20 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables, and 5

grams of oil per meal.
aﬁﬂmﬁw%maﬁﬁaﬂmzowm 50 I Efeorar 3R 5 IH

doi &l ghe ST AT gl

* For upper primary students, the entitlement is 30 grams of pulses, 50 grams of vegetables, and 7
grams of oil.

ﬂgﬂﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁawwm 50 ImH GfeordT 3R 7 IH oo eTRa T
agT gl



« Revised Cost Per Meal / 9T 31Tt N EGRGILG

* For Balvatika and primary classes, the cost has been increased from
X5.45 t0 X6.19 per meal.
STerdricenl 3R TTIfAS FE3T & folT &eTd 25.45 8 FaTa
26.19 9fa 9MoleT AT & 1 gl

* For upper primary classes, the cost has been increased from X8.17 to

%9.29 per meal. ‘
3T TTUTHG I3 & T oIeTd %8.17 & dlahd 9.29 Ui

STl T & 5 gl




 State and UT Contributions / {TIsd I g fad 9eAT T ARIEH

e States and UTs can contribute more than their mandatory share to enhance
nutritional value.

T 3R g9 afAd 9er VT AT da & olv 3719 faay
ey ¥ 31 et o dohd ¢l

* For instance, 26 lakh tonnes of foodgrains are provided by the Food
Corporation of India (FCI), with the Centre covering 100% of the cost.
SETERYT & [T, AR @e (9T (FCI) G@RT 26_oITd o
%lcgl%—d JeTeT fRIT SITaT & TorgeT 100% orard he GART dgel i

I




 Historical Background / ¥fcgTRi® Jea3{f#

* Initially introduced as the Mid-Day Meal Scheme in 1995 to tackle

classroom hu

=Y 1995 & fS-2 Fer Ao & 9 A e AT AT o
ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬁwwWI

* Renamed as PM POSHAN Scheme in 2021 to emphasize nutrition

alongside education.

2021 H 38 WITH Y907 gloldd
maqﬁwwaﬁmﬁ\mm@ﬂ
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» Geographical Spread / #l9nfae IEAR

* Implemented across all States and Union Territories, benefiting
students in rural and urban areas alike.

g Tl U= 3R gu g Jeel H &R 6 Sal g, foad
Wm%wﬂaﬁ%maﬁwmamél



1.Significance / Agcd

1. Helps in improving student attendance, retention rates, and nutritional
standards.
Ig Bl #1 3UTPYfd, setE X, 3R 99T ARl A JUR A A
Hece Hial gl

2. Acts as a safety net for food security among economically disadvantaged
students.

?gmmgﬁawﬁ¢adnma:%mm§?wa:mﬁm
|




- Global Context / 3f3ash TSI

 Similar initiatives like the School Lunch Program in the USA aim to
combat child hunger and improve learning outcomes.

AR H Fhel o WA ST 98l o1 @ & fAuea 3R
W#Wﬁwqom T oI&g T@dr §

* This step by the Indian Government reinforces its commitment to
ensuring both educatlon and nutrition for school-going children.

qg HeH Thol el dlel STl & folw fRva qIyor
gﬁf\dd el BT HRT TIHR AT Ffdaeydr &l FAslgd Hdl
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HIG PRAISE

Adam Gichrist believes Australia was “stung” by the criticism

foRoming thesr 105s In Perth, but have
by captain Pat Cummins’ controfied a

through

s ([Cummins) celebrations that..

returned o thew

guremion - *

Sook tre was moes agEressive In his celebrations Gilchrist said

FJAM-FACKED

Day one of the Boxing Day Test

between India-Australia sold out

ALE 07O

S
Tickets for the opening day of the fourth Test between india and
Austra¥ia at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground have been sold

Austraiia made a stunning comeback to level the series 1-1

CREATER CLORY

Sabalenka wins WTA Plaver of the

Year prize: Navarro bags an award

ON THE PROWL

Pink Panthers cruise past Giants
Warriorz post comfortable win

s=uTERS

~
Xy Sabomlerics ducuboad Uie WTA Slyac eh.he Year award for the

after winaing

st
l-msh-ng 2024 3t No. 1in the rankings. In prbeista of woting By
tennis media, Emma Navarro was honcured as Mast Ime:

Player and Paula Badosa was named Comeback

Player

SPECLA ARRAPIGEMENT

Jaipur Pink Panthers posted a 42-29 win over Gujarat Giants in Pune
on Tuesday as the race for the playoffs in the PXL hotted up wih

skipper Arjun Destraal deing the bulc

of the scorng. Raid machine

Deshwat scored 13 points. Bengal Warriorz defeated Sengalury Sulls

44-29 in the other match of the day

Little to choose between
Ding, Gukesh as title race
goes down to the wire

Last two

©D | ili! SEZ28e

Ajith Kumar
SINGAPORE

ow quickly for-
tunes

was very little time for him
to make a comeback if he
wanted to retain the crown

o beat lan Nepomniacht-
<hi in Game 12,

He fought back against
Gukesh,
Not onl)' did Ding win
Game 12, he won suthorita,
tively, tting a World

to be

ed over the next two

2 1t will be 3 Match of wits and tempenament as

and Gukesh face off in the cimact;

champion. He didnt give

with one superb move af-
ter another.

Bantling back
But it Is not just Ding who

as ome
back from behind in this

the defending
champion in the third

d that in the most
comvincing of styles, mak-

hase of the title decider. DS

ing a series of best moves.
He was playing to his
strength —  impeccable

calculation.

If we get Gukesh to play

1ike that 3 Ding to

play like he did I Gamers,

we should be in for a treat
« two

‘Wednes-
day, after the last rest day
of the match.

This champlonship has
gone the distance — there
will be no winner unril the
last move e

last classical game on
Thursday. And if the scores
are stll level - one needs

rear. wor
The fourth Gebreaker, he
had been behind Nepom-
niachtchi three times in
the classical games, and
three times he had equal-
ised. This dragon is surely
a fghrer.

Ding may not mind the
match going into the tie-
breaks. He has

while, and he should be
keen on sectling the issue
before the te-breaks.

So whom will fortune fa-
vour?

Gukesh feeling the effects of
a high-pressure environment

Ding Liren and D. Gukesh
must have been really hap-
Py to get a rest day after

playing two back-to-back
decistve games. After an ﬂ.-
remely dry Game

ehich was daawn with Gu:

fered a gambiz on the fourth

move. He had clearly come

nsibly, though
management (an hour to
make his fourth and fifth
moves, time he miss
dearly at the end of the
game) has been simply a
handicap.

After an Jnaccuracy an
the ninth Gukesh

trouble. He spent an aston-

shi hour on his uth

move: dearly he wasn't

feeling too comfortable tn
the unusual posston.

Ding now had a good op-

pornmity but it required
He missed

R oast of g Gnd even
slightly bette:

‘Ding could have defend-
ed, but he no longer
seemed the player who de-

Gukesh. pm1

fended so well earlier
v A i e
chance on the 25th mowve
(Na7) and his position dete-
riorated. Gukesh only had
to make the most natural

blunde:

he had to change his ap-
proach suddenly. And Ding
struck back.

He managed to get Gu-

was

He played the rest flaw-
lessly, with relentless sccu-
TRcy- A very impressive per-
rammnm Ding, showing

on the ve ended the
game early. So finally there
was 2 for Gu-
courage In pro-  the wall.
woking Ding off.
With only three games
main to go it is clear the

res ing. Ding had
all out in Game 12. He has
done it before, but this time

accumul:
fatigue of the match is T
ginning to show.

Goh, Gukesh and the GM norm

SINGAPORE
At the Chennal Chess

ever

Goh was across Gi
Keesh, though. It happened
some four years earlier, at

e, and you need a cer-

tain number of points for a
norm from a tournament
featuring Grandmasters).
Goh flashes that smile of
his — which reaches all the
way to his eyes — as he tells
The Hindu about his own
conwribution towards Gu-
kesh's stunning journey as
the youngest challenger for
the World championship in
history. He lost to the boy
nthe e game.
That _helped Gukesh
dinch his maiden GM
norm. Goh then was seek-
ing his final norm, which
e would et another cou-
ple of months later.

says. “1 had white. bu: he
equalised

Goh. £.x ATh mnss

opening. 1 reached some

he just grinded. you know,
the whole en, e

Six_years later, Goh is
i Pplas

champlonshlp
is _Singapore
Chess Federation's CEO
and was the man who
mooted the idea of bidding
for the martch. for which
sties, Chennai
and New Delhi were also in
the race.
a neutral venue
had

won
Candidates  tourna-
ment. 1 © apore

could be an ideal venue
with its multiracial society
and we have a large n

ber of people of (.hlnese
and Indian origins

Indian players get into training mode after the reverse in pink ball Test

ENDIA IN AUS

K.C Vi
ADELAIDE

a Kumar

in these days of two-Test

layed
Hla during the summer of
199192

It was a serles that reft-
erated the rise of Sachin
Tendulkar; the twilight of

et of Shane Watne. and

cam
*

yet it was Australia that
prevailed 4-0.

Tendulkar's stunning 114
at Perth’s WACA Is still con-
sidered one of his finest

and that too when

lads of his age would be
worrying about acne and
t after-shave
that series

that tires

the spirit, even if the philo-
sophical ruminations

iast decade, India has per-

formed nably well
past the seas. made evi-
dent by the triumphs

Dejected tot:

Down Under in the 201819
and 202021  sojourns,
while South Africa remains
a doughty landscape to

The Indians, who lost

» Adetaide, will ook to tam things around at the Gabba. REUTERS
conques either be a spur that goads
o s latest defeat here hanna s

sde Oval, early
on Sunday afternoon, can

Rohit n  to
launch a counter artack
Fight from the third Test at

Brisbane, or it could em-

bolden the Aussies to wing
back into contention. Hav-
ing rested on Monday, the

indians were back to train-
ing on Tuesday morning. &
which would have

cond Tess bus for the inept
b ished out by the
visitor:
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rish-
K L. Rahul

Even as spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Siraj focused on
their gym sesstons, the oth-
er bowlers were busy at
work. Importantly, the red
ball was in vogue
while the recent failed tryst
with pink was cast aside.
~There are Do scars as
such,” Rohit had recently

week. The nets were all
about  seutling  down,

off-spinner

Kohli, all sweat and rip-

next few weeks shoul
er ahmt.




GREATER GLORY

Sabalenka wins WTA Player of the
Year prize; Navarro bags an award

REUTERS

Aryna Sabalenka received the WTA Player of the Year award for the
first time on Monday after winning two Grand Slam titles and
finishing 2024 at No. 1 in the rankings. In other results of voting by
tennis media, Emma Navarro was honoured as Most Improved
Player and Paula Badosa was named Comeback Player.
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DHANKHAR BIASED AS CHAIRMAN, SAYS OPP, IT'S FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY

BusINgss as Usuar
BYUNNY

Move is symbolic as Opp doesn't have
numbers; YSRCP, BJD, BRS keep distance

foea, the Opposition INDIA bioc
on Tuesday submitted  notice:

Calling him Govt voice, Opp for no-trust
against V-P; Chair is disrespected: BJP

Opp optics, key question:
Will motion be accepted?

Maharashtra:
No mismatch in
VVPAT & EVM
data, says EC

[EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
[MUMBAL DECEMBER 10

[WITH THE Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA all

crepancies in the recent
[Maharashtra Assembly elec-
ticns, the Election Commission
[on Tuesday said no mismatch
[was found between the votes
Ipolied on Electronic Voting
[Machines (EVMs) and the corre-
sponding tally of Voter Verified
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Sabha

ACCUSING  RAJYA
el gdeep Dhankhar of

foe bringing a resolution for re-
moval of the Vice-President
from office, making it the first
wch i

being “explicitly partisan” in
conducting the proceedings of
il

tary history.
The Opposition move isseen
s asymbaolic k

the House and acting m
passianed spokesperson”of the
‘govemment's policies at public

a
political point since they don't
NTINUED ONPAGE 2

Uproar over Judge speech
targeting minorities, SC
seeks details from HC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL DECEMBER10

seems more to make a symbolic

NEW DELHL DECEMBER10

lamentary process.
Unlikely to yield any result

Vice-President jagdeep THENOTICE given  given that the Opposition does.
Dhankharin RS Tuesday. s ifthe mo-
bocMPsTussdayto — tion s taken up inthe House, nd

c move 3 no-confi-  the Opposition's grievances are

IN PARLIAMENT dence motion against Vice-  debated, it will be hard for
PAGE? President Jagdeep Dhankhar CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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PROPOSED DEFENCE ENCLAVE

Two new buildings
in Central Vista
won’t have Patel’s
design stamp

Tenders invited for Central Sectt6, 7; Govt
prefers contractor to build, do design detail

IIT researchers take rare
look inside foetal brain
— one slice at a time
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Project, the
Union Government has opened
bidding for two Common
Central Secretariat (CCS) build-

Bimal Patel's fiom, Ahmedabad-
based HCP Design — the archi-
tect behind the project smaster-
plan and several key buildings,
including the pew Partiament.
OnNovember 28, the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD)invited tenders for these:
WoCCS buildings (6and 7) tobe

five developing foetal brains

Paper Audic Trail (VVPAT)slips in ice
random counting. TAKING NOTE of reports on a ekhar
The Stare  Election  speech by Allahabad HC judge Kumar
Commession saidthatasper the  Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav at P s Yadav
Under the guidance of B. Singh Sir

CMD, NEXT IAS & MADE EASY Group

GENERAL STUDIES FOUNDATION COURSE

(Prelims-cum-Mains Foundation Course for Civil Services Examination)

+ Quality Teaching by Renowned & Experienced Faculties
+ 1100+ Hours of Module-wise Comprehensive Classes

+ Weekly Current Affairs Classes for Regular Updates

+ Current-Based Holistic Approach for Prelims and Mains

+ Personalised Mentorship by Academic Coaches

« Missed Class 8ackup by Online Videos

+ Expert Strategy Sessions and Topper's insights

+ Safe, Secure and Supportive Learing Environment
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BIG LEARNINGS

+ Comprehensive Study Materials for In-depth Preparation
* Monthly Current Affairs Magazne (Crux)

+ Dedicated Current Affairs Sessions for Prefims

« Faculty-driven Doubt Resolution

+ 40+ Weekly and Monthly Class Tests to Assess Performance

+ 50+ Prelims Booster Tests for Exam Readiness & Time Management
+ Comprehensive Prelims Test Series (PTS) & Mains Test Series (MTS)
* Ali-inciia "Anubhav Tests” to Simulate Prelims Exam Conditions
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‘Misleading’: 11 yrs after complaint against its ‘Fair And
Handsome’ cream, Emami told to pay Rs 15 lakh fine

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

NIKHIL JAIN claims he was influ-
enced by Shah Rukh Khan’s ad-
vertisements when he started us-
ing Emami’s Fair and Handsome
cream. “Iwas sold by the promise
that looking fair would mean
looking handsome,” he said.
However, with noresults as prom-
ised by the company, he took mat-
ters to the consumer commission.

After 11 years, a consumer
commission in Delhi Monday di-
rected Emami Limited to pay Rs
15lakhindamages for its mislead-
ing claims about the cream. “...
crystal clear that the OP (Emami)
is offering the product — Fair and
Handsome cream — with few,
negligible and limited instructions
on the packaging and labeling that
its regular use for three weeks will
result in fairness in the skin of

man, despite knowing that in-
structions mentioned are incom-
plete instructions and for want of
following the other requirements,
itwill not give the result claimed,”
the order stated.

Taking into account the com-
pany’s market size, the commis-
sion said damages should betothe
extent that they “pinch” Emami.

The consumer commission

lllustration: Suvajit Dey

ordered Emamito payRs 14.5 lakh
to the Delhi State Consumer
Welfare Fund and Rs 50,000 as
compensation to Jain who had
filed the case in 2013. It also or-
dered the firmtopayRs 10,000 to
the complainant as litigation costs.

In 2015, too, the same con-
sumer commission ruled in
favour of Jain and Emami was di-
rected to pay a fine of Rs 15 lakh.

The order was, however, set
aside after an appeal. The ruling
issued Monday followed the
case being sent back to the
District Consumer Dispute
Redressal Commission (central
district) for a fresh hearing.

In his complaint, Jain said de-
spite rigorously following all in-
structions mentioned on the
packaging, he did not see any en-
couraging results, even as the
company promised that “fairness
can be achieved in three weeks”.

Emami, on its part, argued
before the Commission that its
product was backed by scientific
research and manufactured un-
der strict quality controls. It also
said getting the desired results
from the use of the cream de-
pended on other factors such as
a proper nutritious diet, exercise,
healthy habits, hygienic living
conditions, and so on.

However, Emami’s arguments

were rejected, noting that the
packaging and advertisements of
Fair and Handsome were mis-
leading since other conditions re-
quired toachieve the promised re-
sults were not mentioned on the
packaging or advertisements.
Paras Jain, Nikhil’s counsel
and brother, said, “Not getting
the desired results caused him
immense mental trauma.”
“Ithink thereis a lot of exter-
nal pressure to look a certain
way. Advertisements like this al-
ways create a mental pressure
on society to look fair,” Jain said.
Parasrecalled how,in 2017, he
had moved an application before
a district consumer forum for
cross examining Shah Rukh Khan
(brand ambassador of the prod-
uct). “Unfortunately, our applica-
tion was dismissed by the District
Forum, State Commission and
National Commission...but we
didn’tgive up,” he added.
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« Background of the Case / ATH T W

* Complainant Nikhil Jain alleged he was misled by advertisements
featuring Shah Rukh Khan endorsing "Fair and Handsome" cream.

fRrepradeRdr RGeS o 3R o & gg " Us

esaH" A HT AT U I[FATE gV, SaH esy T+
SIS Tadgsy o

* Jain claimed the product failed to deliver the promised results of
"fairness and handsomeness" even after regular use.

ST o grar fohar foh af@d 39T & Saeg 3cUre "IRYsT
IR dF GEa" & aig Q@ A H TG &




» Consumer Commission Ruling / SYY&dT 3TAeT &1 Aok

e After 11 years, the Delhi State Consumer Commission directed Emami
to pay X15 lakh for misleading claims.

11 Tl 916, ool TSI STHFAT T o THATHT &l HTHS

et & T %15 o hT STATT $e ol foider feam|

* The compensation includes X14.5 lakh to the Consumer Welfare Fund
and 50,000 to Jain for mental trauma.

3TadsT H I14.5 9

o 39T

h o

a?rmammaésﬁtrﬁtfml
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* Reason for Fine / \‘ZI’TI‘Iﬁ' hl HRUT

* The commission noted inadequate instructions and missing
disclaimers on the packaging and advertisements.

3T o Yhfaier 3R H gaeg fade 3R 3o
FT AT B FFACR ST

* The company’s claims of "fairness in three weeks" were deemed
unrealistic and misleading.
FUAT & "dieT Todlg H IINUA" & &d &l arEdiade AR
HHh PR 6T 1T




* Previous Ruling / Qj IGRIE

* In 2015, the Consumer Forum ruled in favor of Jain and imposed a
X15 lakh fine on Emami.
2015 #, 3YHFAT BRA o ST & 9&T H A0 g §T TATH
W 15 G T AT AT AT




- Statements by Paras Jain / IRH ST & ST

* Jain’s counsel highlighted the mental pressure advertisements create
to conform to societal standards of fairness.

SfeT & gehlel of ST foh TR A9 FHATST & IINTA &
HTeTehl &l UTelel hiad ol HATATdh &ald dodld g

* He recalled filing a petition in 2017 against Shah Rukh Khan for cross-
examination, but it was dismissed. . .
Segiet 2017 H URST W F TWATH TR ST FoT I

aﬂ?-rmaa?r ﬁl@@mwﬁmwa'l




* Company’s Defense / YT &I T

* Emami argued that the product was backed by scientific research and
strict quality controls.

THTH & o fear o 3curg denfas 3redure 3 &g T
GEEMEEEERIGIEG R

* The company claimed achieving fairness depends on external factors
like diet, exercise, and lifestyle.

FUT o7 T [ IYT T UTRT ER, T 3R ST
é@'mqﬂ{chl W AR Hdr B




* Implications and Public Awareness / 9HTd £ IRl ICCIGE D

ST ™veh dl

* This case emphasizes the need for transparency in advertising and
responsible marketing practices.

g HTHC

faager # gReERYar 3R FFACR QU garsm $ir

3TIIhdl &l 3APR HLAT gl

* Consumers are encouraged to critically evaluate claims made by
beauty and cosmetic products.

ST 3R gl garaar canr fohw T arar &1

HIATTATcHS Hediehel il & TaIv R T 1T g



* Historical Context / ¥fagr s Hea:

* The issue of fairness creams and their advertisements has been
controversial in India due to societal biases towards fair skin.

AR H TIRYA A IR 3 a9 AT qaraag &

HRUT fJaede © ¢

* Regulatory bodies have tightened guidelines for cosmetic advertising
to prevent n mlsleadlng claims.

GRILERGEIRIRGEE I qdlﬁflﬁ%ﬁr@?ﬁa‘ﬁuaﬁd
FRIEGERELY ﬁ:%rﬁ?lé%r $s A feT gl




Female labour force

participation rate rose
during 2017-18 to 2022-23

Bihar, Punjab record low female LFPR,
N-E states improve: EAC-PM paper

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 10

FEMALE LABOUR force participa-
tion rate (LFPR) increased in al-
most all states in India during
2017-2018t0 2022-2023, withru-
ral areas seeing larger gains than
urbanareas,a new working paper
released by the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) stated. States
such as Bihar, Punjab, and
Haryana have consistently re-
ported very low levels of female
LFPR, the paper stated, underlin-
ing that this inter-state variation
is important in the context that
Haryana and Punjab are among
the richest states within India,
while Bihar is the poorest.

Rural female LFPR rose to 41.5
per cent from 24.6 per centduring
2017-18 to 2022-23, while urban
LFPR rose to 25.4 per cent from
20.4 per cent, the paper titled
‘Female Labour Force Participation
Rate: AnObservational Analysis of
the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) 2017-18 to 2022-23', co-
authored by EAC-PM member
ShamikaRaviand EPU, ISI-Delhi's
Mudit Mapoor, said.

It pointed out even after ex-
cluding all those who worked as

unpaid familyworkers or helpers
in household enterprises from
2004-05 until 2022-23, the over-
all trends for increase in female
LFPR remain the same as before.
“In fact, we find that there has
been a consistent rise in female
LFPR post 2017-18 (even before
the pandemic); and this rise is
more pronounced in rural areas
thanin urban areas across India.”
The paper said married men
consistently exhibit higher LFPR
across states and age groups,
while marriage significantly re-
duces female LFPR, especially in
urban areas. In terms of age, fe-
male LFPR forms a bell-shaped
curve, peaking at 30-40 years of
age and declining sharply after.
Themale LFPR,onthe other hand,
remains high(nearly 100 per cent)
from ages 30-50, declining gradu-
ally thereafter, the paper said.
Amongthe eastern states, rural
Bihar had the lowest LFPR in the
country, the paper said, adding it
has shown improvements in re-
cent years, especially for married
women.Inthe northeast, there has
beenimprovementinfemale LFPR
in rural areas with Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradeshleading among
the states of the region. In north-
ern states, Punjab and Haryana
have recorded low female LFPR.




e Increase in Female LFPR / AT LFPRA a}{fﬁ':

* Female Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) rose across most states
in India.

HRT & AR TSAT H ARGl A7 ATFT HAPNERT &I (LFPR)
H gefa g3

* Rural areas saw larger gains compared to urban areas.

ATAIOT &1 7 AT &1l Jeloll H 38R gofer ST 3|



e State-wise Insights / TTsd-dIX faearyorT:
* Lowest Female LFPR / a8 $d HATET LFPR:

* Bihar, Punjab, and Haryana recorded consistently low female LFPR despite
economic differences.

foER, 919 3R gRAUT & 3F IR & aclg RIaR FHA Afgal
LFPR&oT 3T TS|
* Biharis the poorest state, while Haryana and Punjab are among the richest.
E@g;‘ﬁ?@aw% STefeh gRAUT AR dolle Fa8 HHAcY Tal
I




* Improved Female LFPR / {IﬂTﬁ?l’ HATSAT LFPR:Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh led gains in rural LFPR among northeastern states.
AMIS 3N 3PUIe Y62 o Yafal Isdr & AT LFPR A
Adca T




. Statistical Trends / GTTEIRIT FIHJ?R]T
1.Rural and Urban Gains / ITHOT 31X ergdr omer:

1. Rural female LFPR rose from 24.6% to 41.5% between 2017-18 and 2022-23.

ITHOT AT LFPR 2017-18 3R 2022-23 & 1T 24.6% & T
41.5% @I 35|

2. Urban female LFPR increased from 20.4% to 25.4% during the same period.

g AR LFPR AT 379 7 20.4% ¥ 96T 25.4% @l S|



1.Age Group Insights/3-l1'{|" gar & 3 HI:
1. Female LFPR peaked at ages 30-40 years, followed by a sharp decline.
ATGll LFPR 30-40aY & 3T H TRH T Ugdd! g 3 3o dI¢ doil
¥ fRrae g & > >
2. Male LFPR remained high (~¥100%) in the 30-50 years age group, declining
gradually thereafter.

J3Y LFPR 30-50 ¥ sl 3 H 3= (T100%) &7 @Bdr g 3R
3o 9 PR-4R TRmae Bidr &l




* Factors Affecting Female LFPR/H'%?IT LFPR &Y YHTTAT et dTd FRH:
1.Marriage and Rural Impact / fQarg IR AT gaa:

1. Married women exhibited higher LFPR across states, particularly in rural areas.

Eraﬁ?rﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁrﬂ?a’rﬁ, Ay &7 & areAioT &7 H, 3T LFPR YT
|

2. Marriage significantly reduced urban female LFPR.

faarg o e ARST LFPR AT &fT g€ deh &H Y |
2.Excluded Workforce / 3T9afaid S

1. Data excluded unpaid family workers and helpers in household enterprises.
%ﬁmmmmmmﬁmaﬁam
[ohaT T |




* Regional Trends / &3 FIEJ?R]T
1.North-eastern States / "ﬁ’f?ﬂ oY

1. Consistent |mprovement in rural LFPR in Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh.

ATMels 3R 3TUTel Y&l # AT LFPR A oRITIR YR
2.North States / 3T T

1. Punjab and Haryana recorded very low female LFPR.

Wﬁ?é’ﬁ‘aﬁﬂ:ﬁrqsd & ARST LFPREST &I TS|







* A comprehensive anti-drone unit to be established, involving Defence
Ministry, MHA, DRDO, and other agencies.

* Deployment of laser-equipped anti-drone systems increased interception
success from 3% to 55% in Punjab.

* Rising Drone Threat

* Significant increase in drone interceptions in 2024 (260+ incidents)
compared to 110 in 2023.

* Drones mainly used for smuggling arms and drugs, with hotspots in
Punjab, and fewer incidents in Rajasthan and Jammu.



* Why are Drones a Growing Menace?

* Accessibility and Affordability: Drones are becoming increasingly
accessible and affordable, making them attractive tools for non-state
actors and criminal elements.

 Versatility: Their versatility allows for diverse malicious uses, from
smuggling contraband and weapons to conducting surveillance and
even carrying out attacks.

e Difficult to Detect and Intercept: Small drones are difficult to detect
and intercept with traditional radar systems, posing a challenge for
security agencies.



 Examples of Anti-Drone Systems

 DRDO’s Soft Kill and Hard Kill Systems: These represent a two-
pronged approach, with soft kill jamming drone communication links
and hard kill using lasers to destroy them.

* Laser-equipped anti-drone gun-mounted mechanism: Deployment
along the India-Pakistan border has shown promising results in
neutralizing drone threats.

e Counter Drone System (D4 System): This system provides real-time
detection, tracking, and neutralization capabilities, crucial for
protecting critical infrastructure and public events.



Smuggling in India —
Report 2023-24



The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has released the
annual ‘Smuggling in India — Report 2023-24’ report.

Major Highlights

Cocaine trafficking has seen a marked increase in India, particularly
through direct routes from South America and via African countries.

e The agency recorded 47 cases in 2023-24 of smuggling of cocaine through the air
route, against 21 cases the previous year.



Hydroponic marijuana is being smuggled in from the US,
Thailand and other countries.

Black Cocaine: An alarming trend is the emergence of “black
cocaine,” a new variety of drug that is difficult to detect using
standard detection methods.

e |t is chemically masked with substances like charcoal or iron oxide, creating a
black powder that can evade drug-sniffing techniques.



* Porous Eastern Borders: Smuggling through India’s porous eastern
borders, particularly with Bangladesh and Myanmar, has also
emerged as a major concern for law enforcement agencies

* [tindicates an uptick in methamphetamine smuggling, particularly in
northeastern states like Assam and Mizoram.



* Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) are misused by traders through
misclassification of imports and fake letters.

 Environment and Wildlife Crime: The black-market demand for
elephant tusks, continues to fuel illegal poaching.

* Due toincreasing demand in South East Asian countries, there is a potential
for an increase in smuggling of star tortoise from India.

* Peacocks, Pangolins and Leopards are hunted for the illegal trade.



Various Dimensions of Environmental Crime

Environmental

Hlicit Wildlife
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lllicit Goods
Trafficking

lllegal Logging
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Narco Trafficking Routes

The Death Crescent (Golden): It includes Afghanistan, Iran,
and Pakistan, is a primary source of heroin trafficked into India.

e This heroin is routed to India mainly through African and Gulf regions, in
addition to traditional routes through India-Pakistan border and maritime
routes.



* The Death Triangle (Golden): It includes the regions of Myanmar,
Laos, and Thailand, a significant source of synthetic drugs and heroin.

* Drugs enter India through the northeastern states, where difficult terrain,
and porous borders makes trafficking easier at multiple entry points.
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* Maritime Routes: The vast coastline of India presents opportunities
for drug traffickers, cases of drugs being smuggled through

concealment in shipping containers and fishing vessels have been
noticed.

* Air Routes: It has become a potent method for smugglers due to the
speed and increasing volume of international air traffic.

* Drugs are often concealed in luggage, courier packages or ingested by
carriers (known as “mules”).



New National Manuscripts
Mission




* The committee of experts has recommended the continuation of
the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) with broader reach and
direct oversight by the Ministry.

* About
* Ministry: Ministry of Culture



Established in: 2003 (10th Five Year Plan)

Aim: To conserve, and promote access to Indian manuscripts.

¢ |t functions as a unit under the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts, for which funds are provided to the organization.

e |t uses technology for preservation and digitization of manuscripts.
e Training is offered for various aspects of preventive conservation



LIC’s Bima Sakhi Yojana



* The Prime Minister has launched the ‘Bima Sakhi Yojana’ of Life
Insurance Corporation in Haryana.

 About

* It is designed to empower women aged 18-70 years, who are Class X
pass.

* They will receive specialized training and a stipend for the first three
years to promote financial literacy and insurance awareness.



* They can serve as LIC agents and the graduate Bima Sakhis would have
the opportunity to qualify for being considered for Development Officer
roles in LIC.

e Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)

* |t is the largest life insurance company in India and one of the oldest,
having been established in 1956.

* |t was formed by the merger of more than 200 private life insurance
companies and provident societies,

* |t has the objective of spreading life insurance across the country and
making it accessible to every segment of the population.



Bamboo Shoots



* The discovery of anti-obesity properties in Melye-Amiley highlights the potential of
India’s rich biodiversity and traditional food systems in addressing modern health
challenges.

* The findings suggest that Melye-Amiley can help reduce lipid
accumulation and promote fat burning, making it a potential natural solution for
weight management and metabolic health.



About Melye-Amiley

Definition: Traditional fermented bamboo shoot from Tripura, known for its
unique flavor and health benefits.

Region: Indigenous to Tripura, a state in North East India.

Source: Derived from locally fermented bamboo shoots, reflecting the region’s
rich cultural heritage.




Human Rights Day




Human Rights Day, observed every year on 10th
December highlights the importance of human rights
as a foundation for justice, peace, and equality.

2024 Theme: "Our Rights, Our Future, Right Now"
emphasizes the relevance of human rights in shaping
a peaceful and sustainable future.




Historical Significance: Human Rights Day was established in 1950
to commemorate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), adopted by the United Nations on 10th December, 1948,
which outlined fundamental human rights for all.

The UN Human Rights Council, established in 2006, promotes
global human rights protection through its 47 member
States(including India) and works on addressing violations and

emergencies.




* The Council's secretariat is the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR), based in Geneva, Switzerland.

* Advocacy and Action: The day calls for collective action to counter hate
speech, misinformation, and human rights abuses, while promoting
equality and non-discrimination.

 Human Rights and India: The Indian Constitution enshrines human rights
through Fundamental Rights (Part Ill) and Directive Principles of State
Policy (Part IV).

 The Preamble's commitment to justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity
reflects the spirit of the UDHR.



* The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), established in 1993
under the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), oversees human
rights adherence in India.



THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF

Freedom from
1 Equality bBiscrimination 3 Life, Liberty and Security

Everyone is born free and L} You should never be Everyone has the right to
equal in dignity and with rights. - discriminated against for lite, liberty and personal

any reason. =/ security.

Freedom from Freedom from Recognition as Equality Before
Slavery Torture Person Before Law the Law

No-one shall be held in No-one shall be subjected You have the right to be lj}fc&u hav;ad 129 g?n: to
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association. 4

2 Rest and 2 Adequate 2 6 Educali 2 Participate in
Leisure Living Standard el Cultural Life
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rest and leisure. decent life, including 1o education to Pamcipatelln
food, clothing, housing, the Cultural Life of

and medical care. Community.
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You have the Right to a Social We all have a responsibility to There is nothing in this declaration that
Order that Articulates this the people around us and should justifies any person or country taking away
Document. protect their rights and freedoms. the rights to which we are all entitled.




Gl Tag Products



* Ashtalakshmi 2024 showcased the
North East region’s rich heritage,
highlighting its Gl-tagged products,
which reflect its unique cultural
and agricultural traditions.




GI Product Name

AdiKekirGinger
Wakro Orange
Monpa Maize
DalleKhursani
NagaKing Chili
Chak Hao Rice
Naga Cucumber
Kaji Nimu
Tezpur Litchi

Joha Rice

State

Arunachal Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Sikkim

Nagaland
Nagaland
Nagaland

Assam

Assam

Assam

Speciality

Grown in Dibang Valley; medicinal properties aiding digestion and menstrual pain relief.
High nutritional value; cultivated using traditional farming methods.

Nutrient-rich crop; showcases traditional agricultural practices.

Fiery red chili; used in pickles, pastes; known for pungency and medicinal benefits.
Among the world’s hottest chilies; integral to Naga cuisine.

Aromatic black rice; highlights agricultural diversity.

Nutrient-rich, distinctive cucumber variety.

Large lemon variety; known for sharp tang, size,and aroma.

Juicy litchis; significant to Assamese heritage.

Aromatic rice variety; reflects rich Assamese agricultural traditions.



Top 10 MCQ from
today’s session



* The removal of the Vice-President in India requires a resolution under
which Article of the Constitution?

AR H 3Wrseufd &l gee & v fohd 3eeoe & dgd I
I ITIIhdT gl &7

e A. Article 56 / <& ¢ 56
B. Article 61 / 3Tsitide 61
C. Article 67 / 3Teicee 67
D. Article 68 / 3¢ 68

(O e (T (&)



* What percentage of members must sign the resolution to initiate the
removal of the Vice-President in Rajya Sabha?

ToIGHAT H 39Useaid HI geldd o &I hl IRF I & folv
frdeT UTad TeEaT & gEdIe 3TaeTsh &7

*A.10%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 25%




* Which state demanded an increase in its share of the divisible tax pool to
50%?
ﬁma%l—é:r A faoeT X g H 39a REQ I 50% oo Fala hr
HTIT <hl'?

* A. Tamil Nadu /Hﬁ?ﬁl@
B. Kerala / el
C. Andhra Pradesh / 3Tl 92l

D. Maharashtra / AgRRTSC




* The India Skills Report 2025 ranks which state fifth in employability rate?

sf3ar fwed R 2025 & 361AR USHIR AT T H fha
I &l 9=l AT Yred §34T%?

* A. Maharashtra / AgRRTSC
B. Delhi / feoell
C. Kerala / &h3el
D. Karnataka / Salceh




 Madhav Gadgil was awarded the Champions of the Earth award for his
contributions in conserving which ecological region?

AT IMST I ATTT 3TH & 3T REPR_ e qIRTEATAH
8T & TI&TT H 3% NI & foIU e har ar=r?

* A. Himalayas / fgdATII

B. Western Ghats / 9IR9HT €©T¢

C. Sundarbans / W
D. Andaman Islands /3-1?>TI'I?-I' Z‘ﬁl’qw




* The PM POSHAN Scheme provides meals to students in which classes?

oA AWUT QAT g H&IT o ST hl JATSTeT UeTedT hidl g7

« A. Balvatika to Class 8 / STeldIfcehl & H&T 8
B.Class1toClass5 /&l 1 & Ha&T 5
C. Class 6 to Class 10 / h&TT 6 @ Far 10
D. All Classes / W3l FaITT




* The LIC Bima Sakhi Yojana is targeted at which demographic group?

TAATSH! AT T ISl 5T SIAATEIDT THE Pl oAl
AT 87

* A. Women aged 18-70 years / 18-70 ¥ &Y AfgdTT

B. Senior citizens / A3 AR
C. Farmers and rural workers/mm IR T AR
D. Students / &1




* The Golden Triangle in drug trafficking refers to which regions?
Wg‘c\’ra‘faﬁrdwu H Mese TIUIre Tohel &141 &l TG
hIl &7

* A. Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan /BTWTTEIWFI', éTI?-I',‘ qrferEdreT
B. Myanmar, Laos, Thailand / FITHR, @13, YEdls
C. Nepal, Bhutan, India / YT, H.?I?-l', RG]
D. Sri Lanka, Maldives, India / 2ifelehT, #ATdId, AR




* The Bamboo Shoots Study highlights which health benefit?
W F AR HT TG TAELY o T 3SR Ll 87

* A. Improved cardiovascular health / 9gd¥ g&d ALY
B. Anti-obesity properties / #Yerar fareft 3ror
C. Enhanced immunity / 93¢t §5 9Ta3am >
D. Better digestion / 9§ UT<Iel




* Human Rights Day is celebrated annually on which date?

AR fgad gfday g drRi@ &l AFR—IT SITdT 872

* A. December 8/ 8 W
B. December 10 / 10 ﬂ'\qﬁT

C. December 15 / 15 W
D. December 20 / 20 feH«R



Word of the day

Genuflection:

the act of bending the knees in worship or
reverence

Usa £€. They genuflected before the altar in
the church.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
genuflectionpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /azen.ju.flekt/




Fun Fact



Myth: You need to stretch
before exercising to prevent
Injury

Burst: Static stretching before
exercise doesn’t significantly
prevent injury and might even
reduce performance. Dynamic
warm-ups are better for
preparing your body.
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