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e 1. What was the significant legal development involving Donald Trump

in 20247

2024 H SIHTE <0 T A& Agayul

DH T Y[?

STl geTs

* A. He was acquitted in all cases / 3% Iyt 9 A ¥t B ﬁ'CIT

RIE N

B. He was sentenced for faI5|f% business records / 3% TGRS
fYors gifad s

&I Tad

IolT St TS |

C. He became the first U.S. President to win a case in court /[ dg tl?ﬁ

a4 forgiq sieTad |

D. He resigned from his political career /



* What is the primary aim of the BHARATPOL portal?
BHARATPOL Ulcd & Hx da-‘iq oy

* A. Promote financial inclusion /ﬁ?ﬂ'q '\‘:I'I:I'Ia"s"ﬁ &l deldl aqT
B. Coordinate real-time action against transnational crlmes/
IRTY & FRGATP Frafad T DI FRATS BT

CaE) N

C. Enhar%cr? e-commerce in rural areas / YTHIOT 833?[ A 's‘-ao‘mﬁ G|

deldl

D. Improve India's cybersecurity infrastructure / HIXd G| S IERES

R AT H GUR HRAT




* 3. Which historical craft is highlighted in the Republic Day "At Home"
curated gift box? n o

Mg fGad "ue 8" RRcs fte 91 | & 9T UiagIRIe fRed
gerRid far Tar g2

* A. Kalamkari on Bamboo Box / a%%?l TR FAHADNI

B. Channapatna Toys / JAUCHI I
C. Madhubani Paintings / 'F[Eﬁ:ﬁ ufé

D. Pattachitra Art / Ucidd bl




* 4. What is the focus of India’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence
in the defense sector?

&1 & H HRA I AP S il 0T b1 &1 g IR 872
* A. Establishing Al-powered missile systems / Eﬁﬂé-'\:i?l'l'[%‘l?[ ﬁrmg?r

PIAT .
B. Modernizing military capabilities / a3 &ITI?ITGﬁ Gl

AT
C. Increasing cybersecurity measures / HIQdX &1 SUTHl B delHl
D. Improving medical facilities for soldiers / & forg fafeen

giauraff § YR BT




* 5. What is the significance of the sex ratio at birth data for Haryana in
20247
2024 H R0 H S & GHY AU & 3¢l &1 Hed o1 87

* A. It reached its highest in eight years / g 31 a9l # 3 I=dH
AR YUY Ugd T
B. It dropped to its lowest since 2016 / Ug 2016 & dig 9 3+ g9
free W) W uga | ,
C. It achieved gender parity / Eﬂef foivT T &I |
D. It surpassed the national average / 4% 11@11 A 3ffrh E-ﬁ
T |




* 6. What climate milestone was breached in 2024, as per global data?
df¥eh ST P 3IHR, 2024 H B A1 STe7dTy Hid BT URR UR fobar
HY77?

 A. Global temperatures crossed the 1.5°C threshold / m aTgHT A
1.5° ¢ AT A R fHhan)

B. Sea levels rose by 10 meters / '\;%éﬂ%'\" 10 i & EIE' YT

C. Arctic ice completely melted / GT% ?R_&' 9 g T|'€'|

D. CO2 emissions reached an all-time low / CO2 G 3d dP P
e TR W= uga T




e 7. What is the PM reduction target under the National Clean Air

Programme (NCAP) by 2025-26? X -
2025-26 dx ngal'q A9 dIY hIYchH (NCAP) &b dgd tﬂ@:[ ncldl o

e R 27

* A. 20%
B. 30%
C. 40%
D. 50%




* 8. What is the historical significance of Interpol, as mentioned in the
document?

XA § S0 o1 BfagIRie Agd 1 872

* A. Founded during World War Il /ﬁ?n'q ﬁ%{ Y& G EaTFT YT

ferar |

B. It was established as the International Criminal Police Commission /
& 0 | RTU foar )

C. It was the first organization to combat cybercrimes / dg HISdAX

RTYT | TS ardT Ugdll SIS T ,

D. It foc%uses exclusively on terrorism / O% fa=I¥ U I 3TdPparg I

PHiad gl




* 9. What is a hysterectomy?
187

. A. Removal of the ovaries / &qﬁq G| 3?:’|=n|

B. Removal of the uterus / 1]

C. Removal of the fallopian tubes /
D. A diagnostic test for fertility / Usl- &‘ITI?IT

USI&foT|



e 10. What significant reduction in pollution was achieved by Varanasi
under NCAP? _ )
NCAP & T8 d dRIURT §RT UGHU H fhdil Hgcaqul HH! gTRIS Bl

T8?

* A. 50%
B. 58%
C. 60%
D. 76.4%
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“It does not do to
dwell on dreams and
forget to live.” —

* J.K. Rowling, Harry
Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone
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Kolkata second in global list of cities
with slowest traffic; Bengaluru third
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Kolkata second in global list of cities
with slowest traffic; Bengaluru third

Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

Kolkata’s roads were the
second most congested in
the world in 2024, and the
most congested in Asia, the
latest survey by the Nether-
lands-based location tech-
nology firm TomTom said.
According to the report,
drivers in the city spent an
average of 34 minutes and
33 seconds to travel a dis-
tance of 10 km.

Kolkata was followed
closely by Bengaluru,
where drivers spent 34 mi-
nutes and 10 seconds to
cover 10 km. Pune finished
third with a travel time of
33 minutes and 22 seconds
for the same distance, leav-
ing India with three cities
in the global top five.

Hyderabad (31.5 mi-
nutes) was the other Indian
city in the top 20 globally,

Rush hour: Bengaluru is notorious for its traffic jams that can leave
drivers waiting on roads for hours. FILE PHOTO

taking the 18th spot.
Barranquilla City (36 mi-
nutes, six seconds) in Co-
lombia took the top spot
and London (33 minutes,
17 seconds) rounded up
the top five of the rankings.
While 110 hours were
lost per year due to traffic

conditions in Kolkata, it
was 117 hours in Bengalu-
ru, 108 hours in Pune and
85 hours in Hyderabad.
Featuring 500 cities
across 62 countries on six
continents, the 14th edi-
tion of TomTom Traffic In-
dex evaluated cities by

their average travel time
and congestion level. The
study used Floating Car Da-
ta (FCD) to calculate travel
times.

Chennai was 3ist in the
list, with drivers spending
30 minutes and 20 seconds
to cover 10 km while Mum-
bai (29 minutes, 26 se-
conds) was 39th.

Areas with the highest
congestion in Hyderabad
were Ameerpet, Khairata-
bad, Erragadda, Balanagar,
Somajiguda, and Begum-
pet. Comparatively, the
western and eastern parts
of the city remained rela-
tively free of congestion.
On Saturday, while jokes
about empty streets in
Hyderabad owing to fami-
lies leaving for their home
towns flooded social me-
dia, the traffic map still
blinked in red, showing
congestion in many areas.




Overview

Kolkata has been ranked the second most
congested city globally and the most congested
in Asia in 2024 by the TomTom Traffic Index.
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e Time to Travel 10 km: 34 minutes and 33 seconds.
e Annual Time Lost in Traffic: 117 hours.
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Other Indian Cities

Pune: Ranked fifth globally with a time of 33 minutes and 22 seconds for 10 km travel.

Hyderabad: Ranked 18th globally.

qot: 10 fobdl I & folu 33 i 22 Adbe &1 YT Whr Uidd R WR|

eRIEIE: 189 RIH ||



* Top Ranked Cities

e Barranquilla, Colombia: First place with 36 minutes, six seconds for
10 km travel.

* London, UK: Third place with 33 minutes, 17 seconds.

» SRATP T, BIGfadl: 10 fhH! =1 & U 36 Fc 6 Ths |
- Te, - 33 HHC 17 Yo s |




1.Chennai and Mumbai
1. Chennai ranked 31st (30 minutes 20 seconds for 10 km).
2. Mumbai ranked 39th (29 minutes 26 seconds).
3. 995 319 VI (30 e 20 Y& 8)|
4. qds: 3941 W (29 fie 26 6 8)|



Broader Observations
The rankings featured 500 cities across 62 countries.

TomTom Traffic Index provides insights into travel times and congestion.

g 3T 62 AR & 500 ERI TR 3R &
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India joins UN
panel on data
for official
statistics

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India has joined the UN
Committee of Experts on
Big Data and Data Science
for Official Statistics, a
statement by Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation said.

The panel was created
to further investigate the
challenges of Big Data, in-
cluding the potential for
monitoring and reporting
on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. India will con-
tribute to shaping global
standards and practices in
harnessing Big Data and
data science for official sta-
tistical purposes.

This membership is a
strategic opportunity for
India to align its domestic
advancements in Big Data
and data science.



MONBAY

Jermiary oh, 2iaan
ANT R A T

TN

20 Vg

- T T N T T T T - T T T 77T T T T O

E:*L =

AKE .
Companies look to
localise datia storage
HEWE - PARE -

T T T . YT

s Truam, é’h’ Jiar
Jor the EU to buy
U.S. oil justified?

EU had already turmned
to US., to stay off Russia

VALKS WV B
audi Arabla calls for
Hifting Syria curbs casce Into round two
WORLE « PAaE Ae ariian = raue . ARORT u PAGH 18

Docking trial: ISRO overcomes |lL.os Angeles fires

growing despite
drift, nudges satellites closer s b cor et

N By bwtrgghigg Chuserr and | lunw( within three metres of u nh‘ r bofore mwoving them (o a sty distance. the agency hus
Ialshankar to overconwe Lt woekx LU 1 e Will b cdone atter analyxing trial daos, savs the ey
attend Tramp's - cbing n @ .
swenrtmg-in “.?'.:'M.,. WU a- po wl'uu‘:\" .‘-:“m:v o ;:f-‘u

[
W

Catorvial
IRinansar has been irited 10
0w Nt of

I P YRS
Fronatent abuct Donaie Teump

ll-mllﬂuﬂ-- avaried
o Baars bl
e 10 b

e len ..mu.»..wm.-m
as n.. ™

"
RTTE o reapite
o Cue

* NANNE P pLes BT W
YT .

i
S AN Ty, A

K‘Illﬁlvx nuu.m. U
it i o

PR
Tans ANGHLIA Vol

Ty
Ve

- n B W e
Dlack Spacecrad i safs le A DAY GO0 oorie hathe naut 1o the s battiod on The Patiides 1o was
tunca. Tha tecking procvan e fron BUE 0N top of MEA- 1% Contuined on Sanurday
WA B B e covian Wive wilstirws Ahnluul L DU bad grown 1o .Kl oo
Anta PUrthor. llw wpace  Ing and undocking asdng acraw, while the

3 el . » mnth " AAO00 W

AR Imporeant g previoost 155 contatmd
Eight Aishormeoen lhr VEINO), Ve S0 O’ " ...n.m- i

Sl b W ey G0 ey AI [T
arrested by i e s (ARt A Pt o il e

Top and ¢
" Moy et §

Lankan Navy

ot v-d rom fre
0

ot

W K €

Hidha

Sy accimod Call

WAMENWA KA M omciuls of ety

- I RO i, et snands of fir- over, thels h l..u‘::luu of the _
Kumbh confluence Bangladesh T L of S "‘. o
P ap N 0 toar e
concerned e i .m. ¥
over borde Ltoa J

My, Srump. hakd, oo hia
TV Nowkal phatty

Wt A
B i et A

tensions

ot
o

out the

T v
o povuied San
J“ e

Biden pushes for
Gaza hostage dea
before term cnds
Waskim
Ui, e Swe S
Tl jrhe we

W MR W

Lnad
wine rapidly giviog way to
EUAty  that  foreckatens
wadouh Dordmia. Dhakan | warned  would foed the

¢ frer the Ad- | blaras for duyy 1o conte
Afalrs, o eul e weatier

LM T
nod @ series of

now
Al-l"l « . will I lumn;- In ras
el preamsgeiersamis At | Nty ra i sonduy il

iHa ok Dosn wewe b l-n-. o Aci] ol ) Bk

o wlOng o the Border I.n lhu-\luh wt leant .u.m witwcl M- TV 1o
ok, e N e Avgles a
W e of Hiny Wantwr Aurvice  amkl. Yoy e Gavhstation wih
i, e Ay Dfer 12 s #ov hareving rits 1 SOV Wil b “Phis iy lesd o the  him

Kerala’s maternal mortality ratio climbs as fertility levels fall to a new low
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Kerala’'s maternal mortality ratio climbs as fertility levels fall to a new low

C. Maya
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala's maternal mortali-
ty ratio, the lowest in the
country at 19 per one lakh
live births, is now climbing
steadily, much to the con-
sternation of the State
Health Department. The
reasons for the increase
may be beyond the control
of officials.

The latest Sample Regis-
tration System special bul-
letin on maternal mortality
in India (2018-20), brought
out by the Registrar-Gener-
al of India, put Kerala’s
MMR at 19. However, while
it depended on a sample
survey to arrive at the fi-
gure, the State Health De-
partment’s actual esti-
mates of maternal deaths —
Kerala has near 100% insti-
tutional deliveries — put
the figure at 29.

Except during 2020-21,
when Kerala lost many wo-
men to COVID-19 during
pregnancy and childbirth,
the State had consistently
held a firm grip over mater-

cCM @8
K 8

nal mortality. Ironically,
the current spike is not be-
cause more women are dy-
ing but because there are
fewer childbirths than ever
in the State.

The State has now hita
low of 3,93,231 births from
an average of 5-5.5 lakh an-
nually earlier, show the lat-
est data of the Economics
and Statistics Department
of the State. It is this dip in
the denominator that is
pushing the MMR up and
not necessarily an actual
spike in maternal deaths.

The Health Department
puts live births in the State
between 3.4 lakh and 3.9
lakh currently. The full Vi-
tal Statistics Report (VSR)
for 2023 is expected by Ja-
nuary-end.

Impact on social fabric

The decline in fertility le-
vels and changing demo-
graphics, many fear, are
having an irrevocable im-
pact on the State's social fa-
bric, and have been at the
heart of many policy-level
discussions in Kerala, espe-

cially in the past three
years.

From an average of 5.5
lakh annual births since
the 1980s, the graph went
below the five-lakh mark
for the first time in 2016,
when 4,96,262 live births
were recorded. Since 2018,
the figure has been plum-
meting steadily, never go-
ing above the five-lakh
mark again. The last pu-
blished VSR (2021) record-
ed the total number of live
births as 4,19,767.

“As part of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals,
Kerala was targeting an
MMR of 20 by 2030. Ho-
wever, that looks quite un-
likely now, given that birth
rates are falling steeply. We
reckon the State’s MMR in
2024-25 has  already
climbed to 32," says V.P.
Paily, a senior consultant
in Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology.

“It would now be a her-
culean task to hold the
MMR at 20. Because, while
we have successfully ad-
dressed all major medical

Aworrying trend

Kerala's MMR is beginning to climb now because of fewer
child births than ever in the State
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ity, the issues that are im-
pacting the State’s MMR
now are not something es-
sentially within our con-
trol. We are seeing the im-
pact of demographic
changes in Kerala much
earlier than we thought we
would," Dr. Paily says.

“It has been three de-
cades since the birth rate
began falling in Kerala and
the steep fall in the num-
ber of children born now is
part of a larger trend. But
the problem is that once
the fertility rate comes

e

goes up because demo-
graphic transition is hard
to reverse,” says S. Irudaya
Rajan, Chairman of the In-
ternational Institute of Mi-
gration and Development
(IIMAD).

Demographic transition
Kerala led the demograph-

ic transition in the South,
attaining the replacement
level fertility rate of 2.1 in
1987-88. Replacement level
fertility is the average num-
ber of children a woman
needs to have to replace

herself and her generation,
so that the population is
stable.

The State’s total fertility
rate (TFR) went below the
replacement level in 1991
and remained stagnant at
1.8-1.7 for years, before
touching 1.5 in 2020.

The current TFR of Ker-
ala (2021 VSR) is 1.46. This
means that a couple of re-
productive age in Kerala
mostly have only one child
and sometimes none. It is
possible that the TFR will
drop to 1.35 once the latest
data on live births are ac-
counted for.

“Already, the impact of
migration, especially the
fact that a chunk of those
in the reproductive age
group are going abroad for
higher education or jobs
and choosing to settle
down there, and the eco-
nomic impact of the loss of
a young workforce and
changing attitudes regard-
ing marriage and fertility
are hurting us. In the next
10 years, the proportion of
elderly population in Kera-

. P
LR

la is expected to go above
that of children and the
magnitude of the issues re-
lated to the care and wel-
fare of this population is
likely to overwhelm us,”
Dr. Rajan says.

But the birth rate is ex-
pected to plummet further
and the consequences will
be starkly evident in the
next two decades itself.

Not just declining birth
rates, the State is also be-
ginning to see the conse-
quences of a higher age at
marriage and delayed
childbearing. The propor-
tion of older mothers and
the increase in pregnancy-
related morbidities in this
group and their reproduc-
tive health issues are
emerging concerns,
though the State is yet to
adduce hard evidence to
substantiate this.

“It has been over 35
years since we attained the
replacement level fertility
rate and the cohort of
those women in the repro-
ductive age of 15-49 we had
then has now been re-

placed by a new cohort.
The fertility is low in this
new cohort of women,
either by will or by nature,
so naturally, the number of
childbirths will go down.
And even the number of
women in this cohort has
begun to dwindle,” Sajini
B. Nair, social scientist,
Population Research
Centre, says.

‘Data not available’
By the Census 2011, the fe-
male population in the re-
productive age group of 15-
49 in Kerala was 93,32,494
and the Registrar-General's
projected figure for 2021
was 92,23,500.
Meanwhile, the State
had not published the VSR
after 2021, claiming that
there were reporting er-
rors. There is also an ongo-
ing debate about whether
Kerala is registering its
births properly and on
time and the actual data on
childbirths in the State col-
lected by various official
agencies are not available
in the public domain now.

AN



* Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) Overview | HIqJ g ¢¥ (MMR) dI R ERIGE]
* Kerala records the lowest MMR in India at 19 per 1 lakh live births, but it has begun
rising.

?{%ﬁé AT Y & 19 Ufd 1 &G 974 8, S YRd H &Y & g, dfdh 399 dfa
|

* The rise is attributed to declining birth rates, not an increase in maternal deaths.
gig &1 HRU 7 & A HHI g, U1 g R 1 gfg 78!

* Maternal mortality rates rely on total live births, which have reduced to 3.9 lakh
annually from 5.5 lakh in the 1980s. R N N _
AT 4 &2 Pd.siitdd o1 IR R & §, S 1980 & G H 5.5 ARG ¥ GTahr
3.9 ARG 81 7S ¢




. Fertili.té Rates and Demographic Transition | UsId g¥ 3R

1.Current Total Fertility Rate (TFR) | ChLEIC D Yol ¢ (TFR)

1.1.46 (2021 VSR), below the_replacement level of 2.1 since 1991.
1.46 (2021 VSR), ST 1991 I TR TR 2.1 A HH g

2. Couples typically have one child or none.
E;ftrigm‘f%trm TR R U a1 g1 HIg gl oldl o
3. Predicted to fall further to 1.35, exacerbating demographic issues.
IR TRHR 1.35 AP Ugd oI UG 6,
W T |




1.Historical Perspective | Qﬁlﬂﬁlﬂ? ep®Iur

1. Keralg led the demographic transition in South India during the 1980s.
1980 & G H HRd A I HRA H SRS 1T URad- &1 —qd fohar|

2. Achieved replacement-level fertility earlier than most other states.
37 Tl ¥ Ugdl UTaRITI TR Dl IS & U Bl |

2.Challenges | ﬂT-ﬁﬁITIT

1. High migration among the reproductive-age group.
TSl 3R a7 | 3Hfedh TarI= |

2. Rlsmg e at marr age and delaé?d childbirth are contributing tqf%eébirths.
Hidcd o pRUl v+ o pH &l I




Social and Economic Impacts | TS 3R 3Mfde U

Declining fertility has significant implications for Kerala's social fabric:

U X | RTae B & JrHIfoIe 8 IR 4R U419 €1 T8t &

* Loss of a young workforce.

gal Bded ®f Bl

e Economic burden from an aging population.
g< 3MEme! ¥ e aiE|

e Rising proportion of older mo\thers, increasing pregnancy compliqations.
gﬁyftnmaﬁ BT U dg ¥ THTRIT B Sfieadid 9¢ gl & |




* Goals and Projections | CI&d aﬁvueaw

1. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) | Hdd faoTa d& (SDG)

1. Targeted MMR of 20 by 2030; currently qt 32._ .
2030 TH MMR T 20 TP A P a&a%‘; JqHH ¥ g8 32

2. Likel unachie\@ble due to dgclinin .birth rates.
ST &R & PRUI g THd gl T8I 2

2. Population Projections | WTUQ'Q'UT

1. Female population in the reproductive age (15-49) was 93.32 lakh in 2011, marginally
reducing to 92.23 lakh in 2021. _ . .
ST 311 (15-49) 1 A SEAT 2011 H 93.32 A1 i, il 2021 H UThR 92.23
A1E gl s |
2. Indicates demographic stagnation.
e S ANRSD Y SexId D] Eﬁﬁmél




* Data Gaps | SCT BT UG

* The Vital Statistics Report (VSR) for 2023 is
delayed.

% gIgcd LefefeRy Ruid (vsr) 2023 8 & &3
|

* Concerns exist over underreporting of data and
discrepancies in childbirth figures.
H RYITST 3R H & 3fichs! |
e ﬂcbi \%

* Birth registration practices need improvement
for accurate public domain data, '
T YYTSAT H Grae-eh A Scl
ﬂ€°r P & AU GUR P TaRGH T g | /
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India’s data protection rules need some fine-tuning

n January 3, 2025, the Ministry of

Electronics and Information

Technology (MeitY) released the

much-anticipated Draft Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules — a key
moment in India’s journey to regulate digital
personal data, This step follows the passage of the
DPDP Act, 2023, bringing India closer to
operationalising its framework for safeguarding
personal data.

The draft rules represent a departure from the
earlier and controversial Personal Data Procection
Bill, which many deemed was overly restrictive
and even hostile to industry interests. The Bill
underwent extensive framing, reframing and
consultations over nearly a decade, only to be
rescinded when committees and government
stakeholders wisely decided it was untenable.

In contrast, the positive response to the DPDP
Act and its accompanying rules, reflected in
conversations with businesses and in media
coverage, stems from the less prescriptive,

approach of the draft rules.

Unlike the earlier rush to regulate under the
so-called "Brussels Effect”, where global digital
rulemaking mirrored the European Union (EU)'s
Interventionist regulatory ethos, India has taken a
more pragmatic stance, The EU's General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), once hailed as a
pold standard by privacy experts, now faces
criticism for unintended consequences
favouring well-resourced corporations, stifling
smaller enterprises, and failing to significantly
enhance public trust in the Internet. India's
measured approach thus far offers a refreshing
alternative to Europe’s interventionist policies.

The hits as and flexibility
One of the draft rules’ standout features is their
principles-based framework for notice and
consent, While the GDPR has cumbersome
requirements, such as notifying users of indirect
data acquisition, cross-border data transfers, and
automated decision-making processes, India’s
rules emphasise simplicity and clarity. This helps
reduce “consent fatigue”, a significant issue in
Europe, where users are inundated with
unnecessary detalls, such as the location of data
processing — information of little practical use.
In 2023, the European Commission introduced
the Cookie Pledge Initiative to address growing
frustration over incessant consent pop-ups.
However, sich course correction would have
been unnecessary had the EU taken a less
invasive approach to regulating user interfaces
and consent mechanisms. The very existence of
this pledge highlights the burdens created by
prescriptive regulation.

India’s DPDP Rules sidestep these pitfalls by
fomsmgonomoonnsmt}nnpmm
empowering users without drowning businesses
and consumers in unnecessary complexities. The

Vivan Sharan
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The largely
positive
response to the
Draft Digital
Personal Data
Protection
(DPDP) Rules
flows from its
less
prescriptive,
principles-based
approach

rules avoid dictating how entities should enable
users 1o exercise their rights to correction,
erasure, nomination, withdrawal of consent and
to seek information from entities. They require
only the publication of relevant information on
apps and websites. In contrast, the GDPR is
prescriptive about how similar information
should be presented, including instances where
entities may need to provide this information
orally to users. Why should the state dictate every
aspect of an app or website's design or user
interface? India’s approach, thankfully, respects
business autonomy and innovation.

The processing of children’s personal data
requires stricter protection compared to other
types of data processing — which the rules
provide for. However, as more children engage
with digital technologies online, they increasingly
benefit from certain activities, such as monitoring

and tracking, which are of value in specific

enforcement agencies in accessing cross-border
data for Investigations. While these agencies
undeniably need access to such data, a narrower
sectoral approach to localisation could prove
more effective than a centralised one. The
Reserve Bank of India's 2018 mandate for
hcalﬂng;nymmdatatuprhneexanpkd
proportionate Tallored specifically to
the financial sector, it effectively addressed
begitimate industry concerns without causing too
many business disruptions, Applying this
approach to personal data could balance security
Mcomplhnmwﬂheamnkmmpedﬂm

processing are legitimate, This necessity is
even in the GDPR. However,

India's draft rules do not address scenarios where
businesses face incessant information requests or

contexts. Take the case of provide scope for businesses to
educational institutions, including charge a reasonable fee for requests
supplementary education and B I which are excessive or even
vocational training services. They ooy unfounded, A related ambiguity is
rely on activities such as behavioural e whether the government can demand
monitoring and tracking to deliver - access to sensitive business data. If so,
tar, Interventions tailored o UNDERSTANDING  Dow will it ensure the protection of
students’ academic performance. THE DPDP ACT such information from falling into the
These practices leverage the benefits hands of competitors? What if this

Im:rucdonand'
educational Recognising this, the rules
thoughtfully allow exemptions for specific

, dinical and
mental health establishments, allied health-care
providers, and child-care centres are not required

to verify parental consent for tracking and
beluvunalmnmdng,aslolgulheyad{nmw

erstanding of
industry-specific needs, reflecting the principles
of thoughtful policymaking,

The misses as data localisation, overreach
However, the draft rules are not without flaws.
Their provisions for restricting cross-border data
flows introduce unnecessary complexity and
ambiguity. Significant Data Fiduciaries (SDFs) -
large enterprises handling substantial data
volumes - face potential localisation mandates
thar extend beyond the legislation’s original
scope. While the DPDP Act allows the
government to restrict personal data transfers, it
Emits such action to specific notified countries.
Differentiating between SDFs and smaller entities,
where the second enjoy relaxed transfer rules for
the same data, creates the risk of regulatory
arbitrage. Smaller entities could exploit the
Wmﬁmwmmmbkm These
may deter investment and drive
busimusouoﬂndla The localisation provision

likely stems from the challenges faced by law

Information ks a trade secret? These
gaps highlight the need for thinking about
procedural Integrity.

What lies ahead

According to TBM, data breaches cost Indian
businesses an average of 9.5 crore ($2.35
million) n 2024. Compliance with data protection
laws should not be seen as a regulatory
obligation, but as critical to protecting business
reputation and ensuring continuity.

India must also move beyond reliance on
notice-and-consent mechanisms to safeguard
citizens” privacy in future laws. Notice and
consent originate from the medical profession,
where they can still be deemed to work
effectively in controlled settings. However, in
environments such as malls, airports, or even
beaches, Individuals have linle opportunity to
provide consent. With the convergence of the
Internet of Things, 5G, and artificial intelligence
enabling unprecedented data collection, India
must envision privacy frameworks that do not
exclusively rely on the fallible principle of
consent. As public consultations refine the draft
rules, prioritising preservation of the framework’s
ﬁexﬂ:ﬂiymdmdmryq)edfl:mmmmodmmu
is key. This approach will help maintain a balance
between innovation, economic growth, and
individual rights - something not many
Jurisdictions have managed to get right.

The views expressad are personal ¥



* Introduction: The rules operationalize the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, aimed at
safeguardln personal data.
fefied Sfaaid Sal IR&J0T &rfﬂﬁm 2023 P CI R % NESEA \Sa-‘li—l
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* Principles-Based Approach: Unlike stringent global regulations like GDPR, India’s rules emphasize

simplicity and clarity, avoiding unnecessary data-sharing requirements.
ﬁmmwﬁg\%@ﬁw GDPR a%%%ﬁm?é??ﬁuﬂa URA & g Ireht ok
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* Focus Areas: Rules dictate how entities handle rights to erase, access, or withdraw consent for
personal data. The approach supports businesses and innovation.,
TRYTU GfRATd S o fold e, TR R+ a1 JeHfd argd
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e Strengths:
. HEHdIU:
1. Pragmatism and Flexibility:

1. Simplified consent mechanismes.
2. Exemptions for startups and smaller businesses, easing compliance.

3. YA T B IR T/ Tréﬁ%l
4. TTCIHH 3R BIC FaAM! & [T Fe, SIare H S|

2. Business-Friendly: Encourages innovation while offering clarity for users,
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e Areas Needing Fine-Tuning:
. gYR P} ATaRGFHdl aTd &

1. Protection for Minors:
1. Children's data-processing rules need alignment with educational and mental health needs.

?ﬁ'\ﬂ?&ﬂ:
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2. Data Localization Ambiguity:

1. Ambiguity about cross-border data flows requires attention to avoid stifling businesses.
: . Y Y
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* Privacy as a Fundamental Right: The 2024 Draft Digital Data
Protection Rules are based on privacy as a constitutional right,
reaffirmed by the K.S. Puttaswamy judgment.

* Criticisms of Executive Overreach: Concerns about centralized
decision-making and ambiguous provisions undermining trust and
democratic principles.

* Transparency and Enforcement Issues: The lack of accountability
mechanisms in the Data Protection Board (DPB) compromises the
effective regulation of breaches.



Potential Issues and Recommendations:

Ambiguities in Provisions: Rules mandate "clear language" but fail to address vagueness
in compliance obligations, especially regarding sensitive data disclosures.

Independence of DPB: Its independence is questioned due to government-appointed
members. Recommendations include adopting international practices ensuring
autonomy.

Impacts on Citizens and Businesses:

Limited Public Participation: The consultation process restricts user feedback, leading to
a lack of inclusivity in policymaking.

Business Implications: Data processing exemptions for government bodies raise
concerns about fair competition and overreach.



Insurance reforms
tosee 100% FDI &
composite licence

RUN-UP TO THE

BUDGET

2025-26

PRASANTA SAHU
New Delhi, January 12

THEMUCH-AWAITED INSURANCE
(Amendment) Bill to allow 100%
foreign direct investment (FDI) in
the sector may see the light of the
day in the Budget session of Parlia-
ment. The proposed major amend-
ment follows the tweaking of the
InsuranceAct in 2021,when the FDI
limit was raised from 499% to 74%.
The current Bill was to be intro-
duced in the Winter session but was
deferred. According to sources, the
latest amendment will not only let
foreign insurers and other funds
with financial muscle operate inde-
pendentlyin India,but alsoinclude
aclutch of other reforms like allow-
ing insurers to offer life and non-
life policies viaa single entity under
a composite licence.
Anotherchange is the facility for
insurance agents to sell products
from multiple companies. Finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to make an announcement
about the Bill in her Budget speech.
The department of financial ser-
vices released a brief consultation
paper on the Bill in December 2024,
The department said the proposed

WIDER COVERAGE

m Share of life

® Insurance
penetrationin = insurance in
India was just ' the sector in
4.2%in 2021 Indiais

0O,
global 76 /0

compared to l

average of

7% '
()

= Globally,

the share of

life insurance

in total
premiums is

L3.7%

FDI limit in insurance was last
raised in 2021, from

L9% .. Th%

amendmentsaimed toensureacces-
sibilityand affordabilityof insurance
for citizens, foster expansion and
development of theinsuranceindus-
try, and streamline business
processes. The sector requires capital
inflows to grow and raise the insur-
ance penetration levelin the country.

Continued on Page 5



Devajit, Prabhtej elected
BCCI secretary, treasurer

DEVENDRA PANDEY,
Mumbai, January 12

DEVAJIT SAIKIA, AN advocate
and a former wicket-keeper
batsman from Assam, would
succeed Jay Shah as the newsec-
retary of the Indian cricket
board (BCCI). He was elected
unopposed—apollwasnotcon-
tested as there were no contes-
tants, electoral officer AK Joti
stated in his declaration of
results—to the seat left vacant
after Shahassumed theoffice of
the International Cricket Coun-
cil chairman in December last
year. Saikia will remain in his
post for the next ten months,
until the next round of elections
forthe office-bearers.

Similarly, Prabhtej Singh
Bhatia from Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) would be
the newtreasurerashereplaced
Ashish Shelar, who became the
Information and Technology
minister in Maharashtra gov-
ernment. Both are relatively
unfamiliar names, but come
with a wealth of experience in
multiple streams,

Asa cricketer, Saikia's career
lasted one season and four
games, which yielded only 53
runsinsixinnings, eight catches
and a stumping. Soon, he
burned hiscricketingambitions
and traded the gloves and bat for
adegreein law.In 1997 sixyears
after his last Ranji game at the
age of 21, he quit his job at the
RBI and began legal practice,
specialising in criminal and

Devaijit Saikia (left) and Prabhtej Singh Bhatia o

insurancelaws.at the Guwahati
High Court,

After years of legal tussles
and more allegations, a new
regime took over the associa-
tion,with Saikia as its secretary,
in 2019.Two years later, he was
appointed the state’s youngest
everAdvocate General of Assam.

Aclassmate of Assam’s chief
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
he was appointed as senior
standing counsel of the Statein
2019 and represented the gov-
ernment in the High Court and
Supreme Court. Apart from
cricket association, he is into
administrating other sports
bodies too.Heis the secretary of
the 115-year-old Guwahati
Town Clubaswellas the Guwa-
hati Sports. An adventure
enthusiast, he rode a Harley
Davidson along the famous
Route 66, He regularly hits the
Manali-Spiti Valley route too,

In 2022, he was elected

joint-secretary of the BCCL
When Shah vacated, he became
the acting secretary till the
board found its outgoing secre-
tary'snomination, Now, he suc-
ceeds Shah in a crucial time for
Indian cricket, when the red-
ball team s in flux and the cap-
tain-coach combo of Rohit
Sharma and Gautam Gambhir
under intense scrutiny.

Unlike Saikia, Prabhatej
does not wear too many hats.
Son of former CSCS president
Baldev Singh Bhatia, who
playedanimportant roleinthe
State getting full-membersta-
tus in 2016, he has served as
Apex Council member in
BCCl's 2019-2022 tenure.

He was among the three-
member committee that
probed into the allegation of
Wriddhiman Saha receiving
threats from a journalist.The
33-year-old, though, has not
held any posts since.

-9 g i



Devajit Saikia:

Position: Succeeds Jay Shah as the Secretary of BCCI.

Career Background:

e Former wicket-keeper batsman from Assam.

e Played one season and four games, with a modest cricket career (53 runs and eight
catches).

e Transitioned into law, specializing in criminal and insurance law.

e Became the youngest Advocate General of Assam.




Sports Administration:

e Secretary of the Guwahati Town Club.
e Actively involved in sports development beyond cricket.

e A passionate adventurer who frequently explores Manali-Spiti
and Route 66 on his Harley Davidson.

* Brings a diverse set of skills to cricket governance.




Prabhtej Singh Bhatia:

Position: Treasurer of BCCI.

Background:

e Replaces Ashish Shelar, who took on a ministerial role in Maharashtra.

e Son of Baldev Singh Bhatia, instrumental in securing full-member status for Chhattisgarh in
BCCl in 2016.

Contributions:

e Actively participated in BCCl’s 2019-2022 tenure as an Apex Council member.
e Known for his involvement in resolving allegations of journalist harassment in 2022.



Election Details:Both were elected unopposed.

Saikia takes over in a critical phase for Indian
cricket, with the captain-coach duo under scrutiny
and the team in transition.
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India’s Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) recently
handed over the sixth Scorpene-class submarine,
Vaghsheer, to the Indian Navy under Project P-75.

About Scorpene Class Submarines:

What are Scorpene Submarines?

« Scorpene-class submarines are diesel-electric
attack submarines designed for stealth
operations, targeting adversary vessels, and
intelligence gathering.

Launched under: The submarines were built

under Project P-75, signed in 2005 as a $3.75 billion
agreement between MDL and the French defense
firm Naval Group, involving transfer of technology.




Submarines in Project P-75:

INS Kalvari (commissioned in 2017)
INS Khanderi (commissioned in 2019)
INS Karanj (commissioned in 2021)
INS Vela (commissioned in 2021)

INS Vagir (commissioned in January 2023)

INS Vaghsheer (delivered in 2024 after sea trials in 2023)




Features of Scorpene Submarines:

Capabilities: Equipped for Anti-Surface
and Anti-Submarine Warfare,
intelligence gathering, and area
surveillance. Can launch torpedoes
and tube-launched anti-ship missiles.




* Propulsion System:

* Diesel-electric propulsion with an endurance of ~50 days.

 Retrofit with Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) systems starting 2024 for extended
stealth and underwater endurance.

e Advanced Systems:

» High-level automation with Integrated Platform Management and Combat
Management Systems.

« Features indigenously developed Air Conditioning Plant and Internal
Communication System (from INS Vaghsheer onwards).

 Stealth Technoloqy:

» Designed with superior stealth features to avoid detection by adversaries.



Silver Notice




Interpol has introduced its first-ever Silver
Notice, a groundbreaking initiative to track and
recover laundered assets across international
borders.

About the Silver Notice:

What it is: A colour-coded alert by Interpol to
track and recover criminally acquired assets such
as properties, vehicles, financial accounts, and
businesses.




e Member countries can issue a Silver Notice to request information about
assets linked to criminal activities.

e Facilitates the identification, location, seizure, confiscation, or recovery of assets
under national laws.

e Reviewed by Interpol’s General Secretariat to ensure compliance with its rules and
prevent misuse for political purposes.

e Addresses the challenge of transnational organized crime and recovers illicit wealth.
e Helps combat fraud, corruption, drug trafficking, and other financial crimes



INTERPOL NOTICES

LJ RED NOTICE

INFERMON

YELLOW NOTICE
MISSING PERSONS

WANTED PERSONS

§  BLUE NOTICE

INIIEFOL  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

&  BLACK NOTICE

INTERPOR UNIDENTIFED BODIES

i

INTLRYOL

&

NP

GREEN NOTICE

WARNINGS AND INTELLIGENCE

ORANGE NOTICE

IMMINENT THREAT

PURPLE NOTICE

MODUS OPERAND!

SILVER NOTICE (Pilot Phase)

IDENTIFICATION AND TRACING OF CRIMINAL ASSETS

INTERPOL-UN SECURITY
COUNCIL SPECIAL NOTICE

ENTITIES AND INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO
UNSC SANCTIONS







* India has extended humanitarian assistance to Cuba in the
wake of Hurricane Rafael, providing essential medicines like
antibiotics, painkillers, ORS, and muscle relaxants.



CUBA
T EEBE

LOW - HILLS - MTS.




« About Cuba:

 Location: Cuba iIs located at the confluence of the Caribbean
Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and Atlantic Ocean.

* Neighbours:
« East: Hispaniola (Haiti/Dominican Republic).

« West: Yucatan Peninsula (Mexico).
* North: Florida (USA) and the Bahamas.
« South: Jamaica and Cayman Islands.




Capital: Havana.

e Major Rivers: Cauto (longest
river) and Toa.

e Minerals: Rich in nickel, cobalt,
iron ore, copper, and petroleum.

e Climate: Tropical, seasonally
humid with maritime influences.
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« Kerala’s Kappad and Chal beaches in Kozhikode and Kannur
districts, have been bestowed with the Blue Flag certification.

* Blue Flag Certification

* Given By: Foundation for Environment Education in Denmark
(FEE) accords the globally recognized eco-label — Blue Flag
certification.

 Stringent Criteria: FEE gives the award to beaches, marinas,
and boating operators that meet 33 criteria.



« Broadly, they are divided into four categories, covering water quality,
environmental management, safety, and environmental
Information and education.

« The standards were established by the Copenhagen-based
Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) in 1985.

* The certification is updated annually, and locations must
continue to meet the criteria to retain their Blue Flag status.



* Blue Flag Beaches:

« There are over 4000 Blue Flag certified beaches across the world, with
Spain leading with a total of 729 blue flag sites, followed by Greece.

 India has 13 such beaches, the Chandrabhaga beach on the Konark
coast of Odisha s the first in Asia to get the Blue Flag
certification.
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* Which city ranked first globally in the TomTom Traffic Index for shortest
travel time for 10 km? o

10 foh ! 1 T HH I THY & foIT CIACIA ¢ftheh Soo | I 4
R 9P TR R Ugd R TR I8]?

* A. London, UK/ W,
B. Mumbai, India / , HIXd .
C. Barranquilla, Colombia /W, CARIGR]]

D. Chennai, India /%ﬁ'{, HIRd




* Which Indian state records the lowest Maternal Mortality Rati

P 3

T

A1

T oY ©

* A. Tamil Nadu /T‘Iﬁl?ﬁ'lg
I

B. Kerala /

C. Gujarat / I[oIRTd
D. Punjab / Uvlld

NH

J I &R (MMR) Gof <

R

%(I\/IMR)?
?



* What is the current Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India according to 2021

VSR?
2021 VSR & TR HRd H acH $d U= X (TFR) T 87

*A.2.1
B. 1.46
C.1.8
D.1.35




* Under which project was the sixth Scorpene-class submarine,

Vaghsheer, handed over to the Indian Navy?
5] THIUM-FIE UTgssl, aTgLiR, R ST BT R TR
& dad Tg?
* A. Project-75 / Tiside-75

B. Project-76 / TISide-76

C. Project-78 / Uisiae-78

D. Project-80 / isiae-80




* What propulsion system does the Scorpene-class submarine use?
ﬁ' I?

P IUH-aAN g ss! fhd HoligH Jomel &1
« A. Diesel-electric propulsion / Stold 3%@75 TG

B. Nuclear-powered propulsion /tITFI'IT{[
C. Hybrid propulsion /
D. Steam propulsion /




 Which Kerala beaches were recentl awarded Blue Flag certification?
B b b1 THZ dc] B! 8T ol H & el THIUE F FH1Hd fobar
ITT?

* A. Varkala and Kovalam /

B. Kappad and Chal / dTW$S
C. Bekal and Payyambalam / JYidddH

D. Alappuzha and Marari / SICITOJSAT




* What organization provides the globally recognized Blue Flag
certification? .

g@” TR R AT 9T & T YHTOM DI T W6 UG ol
?

* A. UNESCO
B. Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) /tRT&R'UT ﬁT&IT &
(FEE)
C. World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
D. International Maritime Organization (IMO)



* What is the significance of Chandrabhaga Beach in Odisha?
o FEUNT 9% dc &1 Hed T g2

-+ A. First in Asia to receive Blue Flag certification / TfRTIT H E‘[qﬁ'ﬂ

UHTO UTS R 9Tl Ugdl
B. Longest beach in India / HIRd CARIEE:

C. Known for coral reefs / PRI AT B ﬁl"’{ ‘Jlﬁl%

D. Popular for turtle conservation / Q3T HX




* Which natural disaster prompted India to send humanitarian assistance
to Cuba?

{9 WIpide 3TUaT 4 YR &I FET I AT Jerdr Yol o feiu

UiRd fhar?

* A. Earthquake / YU
B. Hurricane Rafael / T T

C. Tsunami /
D. Floods / dlg




* What_is a key feature of the Blue Flag certification criteria?
&I TelTT JHTUM HFGS &1 U YW faRIvdT &1 87

* A. Focus on water quality and safety / SIcT TJUIGT 3R & U
ST bigd HIAT
B. Promotion of tourism infrastructure /tl'dzq 3[GIRTAT DI deldl

C. Development of sustainable h %usmg / fepTS SMaTy &7 fapT

D. Conservation of mangroves /



Fun Fact




Cyclone Shelters

* Bangladesh has a vast network of
cyclone shelters to protect its
population from frequent natural
disasters. The country's disaster
management system is considered
a global model for resilience




Word of the day

Diminution:
change toward something smaller or lower; the
act of decreasing or reducing something

Synonyms: decline, decrease, reduction,
step-down

Usage: the tumour shows no sign of
diminution.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/diminutionpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dimrnju:fon/
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