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Consider the following statements about India’s First-Ever Climate
Change Station:

1.1t has been established in Ladakh.
2.1t will help track glacial retreat and permafrost melting.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about Maternal Mortality Trends in
India:

1.India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) has increased in recent years.

2.The Sustainable Development Goal target for MMR is 70 per 1,00,000
live births.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements regarding World Homoeopathy Day:
1.1t is celebrated on April 10 in memory of Samuel Hahnemann.
2.The theme in 2024 focused on enhancing research in homeopathy.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about the Niveshak Didi Initiative:
1.1t is launched by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.
2.1t promotes financial literacy among rural women.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about the Artemis Accords:
1.1t is an initiative led by NASA for peaceful space exploration.
2.India is a signatory to the Artemis Accords.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about the ‘Death Sentences and
Executions 2024’ report:

1.The report is published by Amnesty International.
2.The report highlights a rise in the number of executions globally in 2023.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements regarding the Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI):

1.No panchayat qualified in the “Achiever” category this year.
2.The majority of panchayats fall under the “Beginner” category.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements about data collection in the PAI
portal:

1.0ver 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats exist in India.
2.All Gram Panchayats submitted validated data on the PAI portal.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about Artemis Program:
1.1t plans to land the first woman and person of color on the Moon.
2.1t is an initiative under the International Space Station framework.

* Which is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following about Niveshak Didi:
1.1t aims to raise awareness on investment frauds.
2.1t is implemented through Anganwadi centres.

* Which of the above is/are correct?
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C.Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2



“By facing our
challenges and
overcoming them,

we grow stronger,
wiser, and more
compassionate.”

JOHN TEMPLETON
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ATADMK, BJP seal deal for 2026 polls in T.N

Amit Shah says Palaniswami will lead the alliance I The key issues in the election will be the ‘DMK’s
and the NDA will form a ‘coalition government’ corruption’, law and order, says senior BJP leader

Nainar Nagenthran set to take over the reins
from K. Annamalai and lead BJP in the State

hub too: Modi

LUCKNOW
Prime Minister Narendra Nodi
2t 2 gathering in Varanasi
that the city had witnessed
remarkable transformation.
Launching projects worth
23,860 crore in Varanasi, he
®ashi is not onty a symdol
of antiquity but has also
emerged as the economic hub
of Purvanchal region. % PAGE &

“List of tainted

candidates will
be published”
RoLKATA

West Bengat government

Minister Bratya Basu. » PAGE 2

Militant killed in
Army’s operation
in Chenab valley
smINAGAR
One unidentified mistant was

Killed in the Chenab Valley's
Kishtwar district on Friday, a5

the Army’s White Knight Corps,
responsible for the valley,
stated 3 PAGE 3

Rahul criticises
PM’s employment
incentive scheme

NEW DELEI
Accusing the Narendra Modi

Mock, Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Fricay asked If it
was just ancther jumic (fatse
promisel. » PAGE

Russia told to ‘get
moving’ to end its
war with Ukraine

Moscow and Kylv to agree to a
truce since January. » PAGE 12
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full year ahead of
A the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly election.

the AIADMK and the BjP

the 2026 election would be
fought under the leader-
ship of AIADMK general se-
<. K

ma, delimitation,
Nu-.l‘ and the three-lan-

education policy to
Sivere peoples atenton.

peoj by
taking their real issues. I
believe that people of Ta-
mil Nadu are aware of the
real issues and they will
seek answers from the
DMK government” Mr
Shah

ruling “DMK’s corruption,
Law and order issues, and
attacks on Dalits and wo-
men,” Mr. Shah said. claim-

that the ruling party
was highlighting conten-
tious issues such as Sanata

inatior the post of State
unit president. was set to
take over the reins from K.

vanised the party 1o a sig-

Mr. Nagenthran's eleva-
ton is expected to facili-
tate better relations with
the AIADMK, which had
walked out of the NDA in

f] "

the BJP State leadership of

slandering its icons. Mr.
Nagenthran, a former
AIADMK Ainister, had

welcome the AIADMK to
the “NDA (National Demo-

iming hands: 5.7 Velumani, K.P. Murusamy, EGappadi K. Palaniswam, Amit Shan, K. Annamaiai and
MNainar Nagenthran at a press meet in Chenna: on Frickay. R ROAINDRAN

cratic Alliance) family™.
Mr. Shah addressed
presspersons alongside Mr.
Palaniswami,  AIADMK
leaders S.P. Velumani and
X.P. BIP State

Shah later went to Mr. Pala-
niswami's residence for
tea.

Election focu:

Corruption Is the biggest

issue in the State, he said
1

The elections will be

president K.
and State president-elect
Nainar Nagenthran. Mr.

collaitng Ve sl bots-
en the AIADMK and the

BJP in 1998 general elec-
tons, Mr. Shah said, ~Mo-

difi and great Jayalalithaajt
have worked together
national politics

While responding to a
question on whether the
ALADMK and BIP will form
a coalition government if
the alliance is voted to
power in Tamil Nadu in

5, said, “Yes.
We will form & coalition o
vernment. We will fight the
elections under the leader-
ship of Edappadifi=

Mr. Shah also listed the
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China imposes 125%
tariff on U.S. goods
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Rpeit 5: Trump cre azain raized the total
tariffs on Chimese imports to 145%
PR g oy g
in free trade. Reuters
‘We have an opportuni- | BEUING

out for us this year, we'd be
in a different situation.” In-
dia is “geared up for a high
degree of urgency™ in seal-
ing the deals, he said.
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India’s Industrial output growth slows to a
six- month low of 2.9% in February: Ministry

ssuMBAL

The Index of Industrial
Production (IF) grew at its
slowest rate in sbx mon
2 Pace of 2.9% In
Fabruary, deagued down
by decelerating growth
across all sectors, accord-
ing to data from the Minl
wry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation.
The 1IPs growth rate came
in much lower than the 4%
estimated by Reuters.
“A combination of high

anufact
led to the grmnh falling in
February 2025, said Paras
Jasral, associate director at

India Ratings and

Mining sector

this February. from 7.6% a
year ago.

Gon, capital goods output
grew the fastest at 8.2% in

the
1.7% In the corresponding
period last year. All other
goods categories registered

a slower output growth in
bruary 2025,

pace, with output declin-
ing 21%. a slower slip in
comparison to 3.2% in the
vear ago period.

‘Muted namm’

he output
growth of 2 the subsec-

tors at the use-based level
declined in February 2025
compared to the previous
month, after a gap of five
meonths. This indicates the
muted and volatile nature
of  industri.
growth.” Mr. Jasral sasd.
Deceleration  in 1P
growth in February was
driven by

China, on Friday, contl-
nued its tit-for-tat move
he Trump admi-

n Imports from
the U.S. to I25% against du-
des of 145% by America
even as it evinced interest
in dialogue with Washing-
ton to resolve the m 3
China's Customs Tar

Commission sald, ~Even if

e U_S. impases higher ta-
rifle, 1t would Do langer

Tolkie” s~ weork - ecamondc
~Given that it's al-
impossible for the
Chinese market to accept

Beijing will take firmm coun:
termeasures, it led.

In a message on social
media on Friday mornine,
U.S. President Donald

while higher power
mand cushsoned the slow-
down to an extent. Capital
and infrastructure goods
output growth remains ele-
vated. IP growth in March

ouncements. said Asstha
Gudwani, India Chief Eco-
nomist at Barclays.

Trump to insist
that ~we are doing really
well on our tariff policy”.

~Very exciting for Amer-
ica, and the Worl
moving

wrote.
China's new tariffs of
125% against U.S. imports
will be effective from Satur-
day, it said.
The announcement fol-
lows the U.S. move to raise

over power In January this

Trump's heavy ta-

eft China to wage a

lone bactle as he paused
inst

i othes
Countries.

Lawsuit filed
Also, stmilar to previous ta-
riff hikes, China has filed a
lawsuit against the U.
with the World Trade Or-
ganisation’s (WTO) dispute
settlement mechanism, a

nese (_omvnerce s~

ry spokes)

‘While slapping dition-
al measures, China, howev-
er. kept its door open for

iks to resolve the issue.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
ian on

through dialogue and ne-
gotiation, it must cease its
maximum pressure tactics
and reckless a
“hina has made clear its
position on the issue of ta-
riffs multiple times. ~There
are no winners In tariff
wars or trade wars. China
dl)es not want to engage in
» but we are not
arrald (o do s0.” Mr. Lin
a media briefing here.
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China imposes 125%
tariff on US.goods -

Tit-for-tat

April 2: As part of ‘Liberation day’, Trump
imposed an additional 34% tariff on all Chinese
imports, bringing the total to 54%

April 4: China responded with an additional

34% tariff on all U.S. products

April 7: Trump retaliated with 50% more tariff,
raising total tariffs on Chinese imports to 104%

April 11: China

April 9: China retaliated with an additional 50%
tariff, raising total tariffs on U.S. imports to 84%

responded by
hiking its total
tariffs on U.S.

April 9: Trump once again raised the total
tariffs on Chinese imports to 145%

imports to
125%

Reuters
BEIJING

China, on Friday, conti-
nued its tit-for-tat move
against the Trump admi-
nistration’s tariffs by hiking
its levies on imports from
the U.S. to 125% against du-
ties of 145% by America
even as it evinced interest
in dialogue with Washing-
ton to resolve the impasse.

China’s Customs Tariff
Commission said, “Even if
the U.S. imposes higher ta-
riffs, it would no longer
make economic sense and
ultimately go down as a
joke in world economic
history.” “Given that it’s al-
ready impossible for the
Chinese market to accept
U.S. imports at the current
tariff level, if the United
States imposes further ta-
riffs on Chinese products,
China will ignore it,” it said.

Yet, should the U.S. per-
sist in substantially under-
mining China’s interests,
Beijing will take firm coun-
termeasures, it added.

In a message on social
media on Friday morning,
U.S. President Donald
Trump continued to insist
that “we are doing really
well on our tariff policy”.

“Very exciting for Amer-
ica, and the World!!! It is
moving along quickly,” he
wrote.

China’s new tariffs of
125% against U.S. imports
will be effective from Satur-
day, it said.

The announcement fol-

the “reciprocal tariffs” on
Chinese imports to 125%.
The U.S. later confirmed
the total tariff on Chinese
products was 145%, with
the inclusion of 20% levies
announced by Donald
Trump soon after he took
over power in January this
year.

Mr. Trump’s heavy ta-
riffs left China to wage a
lone battle as he paused ta-
riffs against all other
countries.

Lawsuit filed

Also, similar to previous ta-
riff hikes, China has filed a
lawsuit against the U.S.
with the World Trade Or-
ganisation’s (WTQ) dispute
settlement mechanism, a
Chinese Commerce Minis-
try spokesperson said.

While slapping addition-
al measures, China, howev-
er, kept its door open for
talks to resolve the issue.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian on
Friday said if the U.S. truly
wanted to resolve issues
through dialogue and ne-
gotiation, it must cease its
maximum pressure tactics
and reckless actions.

China has made clear its
position on the issue of ta-
riffs multiple times. “There
are no winners in tariff
wars or trade wars. China
does not want to engage in
such wars, but we are not
afraid to do so,” Mr. Lin
told a media briefing here.

XIREACHES OUTTO EU



Date Event

U.S. imposed additional 34% tariffs on Chinese imports

April 2 (Total: 54%)

April 4 China retaliated with 34% tariffs on all U.S. imports

April 7 Trump imposed another 50% tariffs (Total: 104%)

April 9 Chi_na imposed another 50% tariff (Total Chinese imports
tariff: 84%)

April 9 Trump raised total tariffs on Chinese imports to 145%

April 11 China hiked tariffs on U.S. goods to 125%



* China’s Response: Raised total tariff on U.S.
goods to 125%, calling it “reciprocal tariffs.”

e U.S. Tariff Level: Total duty on Chinese imports
now 145%, including Trump's earlier 20% hike.

* China’s Position: Wants dialogue, not
escalation, but prepared to retaliate.

* WTO Involvement: China filed a lawsuit against
U.S. tariffs with the WTO dispute settlement
body.

 Chinese FM Statement: “There are no winners ,
in tariff wars, but we are not afraid to act.”

> 4




India’s Industrial output growth slows to a
six-month low of 2.9% in February: Ministry

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) grew at its
slowest rate in six months,
clocking a pace of 2.9% in
February, dragged down
by decelerating growth
across all sectors, accord-
ing to data from the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation.
The IIP’s growth rate came
in much lower than the 4%
estimated by Reuters.

“A combination of high
base effects along with a
slowing growth in mining
and manufacturing sectors
led to the growth falling in
February 2025,” said Paras
Jasrai, associate director at

India and
Research.

Mining sector growth
slowed to 1.6% in February,
as against 8.1% in the same
month of the previous
year. Manufacturing sector
grew at a pace of 2.9%, as
against 4.9% in the year
ago period. Electricity pro-
duction dipped to 3.6%
this February, from 7.6% a
year ago.

Ratings

Capital goods output

As per use-based classifica-
tion, capital goods output
grew the fastest at 8.2% in
February.

This was against the
1.7% in the corresponding
period last year. All other
goods categories registered

Slackening growth

India’s industrial production growth decelerated to a six-month low

of 2.9 per cent in February 2025

¢ B and
(Figures in %)

:

0

March 2024 Sept. 2024

The chart shows
India’s rate of
production growth
as per the IIP from
March 2024 to

e  February 2025
2.9
SOURCE: MINISTRY
OF STATISTICS
AND PROGRAMME

Feb.2025 IMPLEMENTATION

a slower output growth in
February 2025, compared
to the same month last
year. Intermediate goods
output grew the slowest at
1.5% and consumer non-
durables continued to de-
cline, albeit at a slower

pace, with output declin-
ing 2.1%, a slower slip in
comparison to 3.2% in the
year ago period.

‘Muted nature’
“Worryingly, the output
growth of all the sub-sec-

tors at the use-based level
declined in February 2025
compared to the previous
month, after a gap of five
months. This indicates the
muted and volatile nature
of industrial output
growth,” Mr. Jasrai said.

“Deceleration in IP
growth in February was
driven by manufacturing,
while higher power de-
mand cushioned the slow-
down to an extent. Capital
and infrastructure goods
output growth remains ele-
vated. IP growth in March
likely accelerated, support-
ed by inventory build-up
ahead of the U.S. tariff an-
nouncements,” said Aastha
Gudwani, India Chief Eco-
nomist at Barclays.




* About Eight Core Sectors:

* These comprise 40.27% of the weight of items included in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).

* The eight core sector industries in decreasing order of their

weightage: Refinery Products> Electricity> Steel> Coal> Crude Oil>
Natural Gas> Cement> Fertilizers.



M Key Facts (English):

Parameter

Overall IIP Growth

Mining Sector

Manufacturing

Electricity

Capital Goods Output

Intermediate Goods Output

Consumer Non-Durables

February 2025

2.9%

1.6%

2.9%

3.6%

8.2% (fastest)

R

-2.1%

February 2024

5.9% (approx.)

8.1%

4.9%

7.6%

1.7%
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‘Trade war's benefit no one; we believe in

markets, free and fair competition, a leve

Italian

¢ Prime Minister and Fe i

ster, who is on a visit to New Delhi,

ower of open
playing field’

erment; while past negotiations may not have gone as.

planned. political momentum behind the current talks is stronger than ever, he says: Trump's dedsion to patse LS, tariffs plan for 90 days is a signal that transatlantic negotiations can be done, be adds

INTERVIEW

Antornio T

Antonlo Tajani, wh Is in

Commerce Mjnlsmr[—'lyush
Gayal discussed the

realise the much-delayed
tndia-Middle EastEurope
Corridor (IMECH with a M-
nisterial meeting in ialy la-
ter this year.

n interview o

mitted that it would be
ard to achieve the IMECS
potential until there Is

peace between lsrael and
irs nekghbours. Excerpts:

How does Italy view the
U8, decisions on tarifs?

iy dream i to see zero ta-

Fiffs! Tariffs hure both con-
sumers  an esses
alike. We firmly believe in

pen markets,

free and fair competition,
and a level field for
all. LS. President [Donald)
Trump's decision to pause
his tariffs plan for 90

15 a signal that we want to
interpret positively, hoping

‘tha it will facilitate negora-
tions. Trade wars serve no
one’s interests, especially
when it comes to the tran-
satlantic trade relatonship.

L Lcia, has already
'buLIl s\:rong ties with the
administration
n=_u=1em Trump ks driving

abo

tlcally and Ime‘rnaﬂnns]ly,
which  can  sometimes
cause friction, even with
close parners like the EL.
W mist do everything we
«can 1o prevent a transatlan-
e divide.

Regarding_ Presi
Trump's tariff policies, our

approach must be one of
Tuctive

ennsty ment

IV XUMAR PUSHRARE

W

not confrontation, prieri-
tising open and honess dia-
Ioge with Washington.

We recognise thar past ne-

gotiations have not always
gone as planned, but it is

niable that the polis-
cal momentum behind the
current talks s stronger

power
and polizical will directed
roward the 1 Leader-
shig. The EU e ererined
t0 be a key parmer o ndlla,
and there 15 broad consen
sus across Brussels and Eu-
ropean capitals on the im

ance of securing
ul

megot as
well, would Italy amd Eu
expect the same terms
as those belng offered to
the U.S. in bilateral
trade ne,

Every trade relationship is

matically benens the EU as

Jn(he mn[esﬂ of ongoing
negotiations, what we seek
i the l‘l.esd'blliq.' necded m
achieve uslly be-
neficial agrea‘lnem we all

aspire 1o, On ous

& Flly, commitsed o g
o thhe textros telle £ Seetire
a meaningful and balanced
EU-India trade agreement,
and we are confident that
our counterparts share this
same determination.

tcountries that have
tense ties at present)?

OF course, untl peace
the Middle East Is esta-
bilished, bt will be hard to
achiewve the full potential of
the Corridor.

Mevertheless, for the It
lian povernment, this pro-
Ject 2 beacon of
hope T holds the promise

of acting as a carlyst for
stability across the broade:

1t is essentisl 1o
a vislon

n asia, the Middle East,
andl Burope, This is why we
are offering the port of
ste as 3 hub to support
Hoad”. Trieste
rt in northeast
thar leads in
onomy and drives
growth and nmovation.

ing the necessary financial
. with a strong em

phasis on the EU's Global

Gareway iniriative.

I plan to organise a Mi-
nisterial meeting with all
countries part of the Cot-

n Road with the goal to
swrengthen  further our
‘cooperation

the DRIW said in a statement on Friday, adding
thie

that the trials would
induction of the weapon

pave the way
into the Alr Force,

B  of missi

tourist found in Me;
The hodyahuungman mourist,
March 2 ecking into

was

rian
lava

rissing si
a otel in Shillong.

ava‘s East

lope in
Khasi kil diserict on april 10, The districrs

sabd 3

il e the spot to conduct an

on-spot autopsy on
Puskas Zsolt near Ram
Bangladesh. The village s

the decomposed body of
dair, a village bordering

Developed nations are more
reliable trading partners,
says Commerce Minister

The Hindu Bureau
WEW DELHI

Union Commerce and In-
dustry  Minister

raging any significant in-
westment coming in from
China_at all at the mo-
ment” Mr. Goyal said at
Camegie India’s  Global
Tec! Summit.

Mr. Coyal was reiterat-
ing a stand he ook earlier
this week, blaming China

graze our economies with
the developed

Dotiove in Eair play, e
Leve in honest business

T

rything will be based on
mutual trust and mumual
benefit*

Indians were insulated
from the worst of impacts
of U.S. tariffs, Mr. Goyal
sald. recalling that indian

veloping, naming
the counery. “If countries
with a per capita income of
$50,000 and iF I'm not mis-
taken, with
F100,0 es 1o call

He abstained from put-
ting any hard tmeline on

Our effort is to

integrate our
economies with the
developed workd, who.
believe in fair play and
honest business:
practices

timelines, bur are the end of

a win-
o otk sdear
“It has to be a Fair,

Indian EVMSs not connected
to Internet or Wi-Fi, says EC
after U.S. official’'s comments

‘e Hindu Buresu
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of

seek to superimpose into
the trade agenda. Unless
they get that out of their
the Euro-

will find it wery difficulit t

of votes (even 100 crores)
can be completed in less

Tried and test:

at any given point of tme.
the sources adde:
in india, the o v

checked
cal parties at various stag-
es. They pointed out that
more than fve crore paper
trail machine slips have
been werified and marched
during counting in frone of
political parties.

Ms_ Gobbard said on
Thursday that the U.S. Ca-
biner has found “evidence

EVhis hane stoad legal scrusing by the SC and
are invanably checked by politcal parties, says EC. 5 WURAL KuMAR

‘ded thas the findings man-

that i
i the i inteeity of the 1.5
elections.

Last year, tech czar Elon
Musk had called for the
elimination of EVMs, citing
the risk of being hacked by
humans or artificial intelli-
mence (Al
The then Chief Election
Commissioner Rajly  Ku-
mar had in january res-
nded Rusk's
it saytrg, A glabal 1T
expert sabd EVMs can be
hacked while our elections
were going on. They [U.5.]
don't have  EwMs, ¥
voting

a popular destination said. “Everything will be nchuding the US-India  get a trade agreement with ed in a strong reom nipulste the results of the  have elecronic
for trekkers, Dased on reciprocky. Eve-  Dilaveral Trade Agreement,  amybody whamoever™ Tt am Athoriaed persen  voets Belng cact She at.  mechaiemes
. e v s pe ot iy SUDOKU FAITH
THiEREs BWEIRE + 14457 Gvimsss. S68  © - .
et by Arseny 9 4 8 Uniqueness of Pazhani
- i i I i i i 12 Country accesswithout using bt 7 6 Pazhani is the third among the six sacred abodes of Lord
e song [€) Muruga. Pazhani refers to the shrine on top of the hill. The
x 15 hemwy drinking affected smanent pacer (12} 2|7 3 5 cne at the foot of the hill, called Avinan Kudi, has been
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Indian EVMSs not connected
to Internet or Wi-Fi, says EC
after U.S. official's comments

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
claims by U.S. Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard that electronic
voting systems are vulnera-
ble to hacking, the Election
Commission on Friday said
India uses electronic vot-
ing machines (EVM) which
work like “simple, correct
and accurate calculators”
and cannot be connected
to either the Internet, Wi-
Fi, or Infrared.

EC sources said some
countries use electronic
voting systems which are a
mix of multiple systems,
machines, and processes,
including various private
networks like the Internet.
In India, while pressing the
button of choice, the voter
can also see the corres-
ponding VVPAT slips for
enhancing his or her satis-
faction and confidence.

Counting of any number
of votes (even 100 crores)
can be completed in less
than a day and no one can
tamper with these ma-
chines which are either
stored in a strong room or
with an authorised person

Tried and tested: EVMs have stoo

n

are invariably checked by political parties, says EC. K. MURALI KUMAR

at any given point of time,
the sources added.

In India, the EVMs have
stood legal scrutiny by the
Supreme Court and are in-
variably checked by politi-
cal parties at various stag-
es. They pointed out that
more than five crore paper
trail machine slips have
been verified and matched
during counting in front of
political parties.

Ms. Gabbard said on
Thursday that the U.S. Ca-
binet has found “evidence
of how these electronic
voting systems have been
vulnerable to hackers for a
very long time and vulner-
able to exploitation to ma-
nipulate the results of the
votes being cast”. She ad-

ded that the findings man-
date the use of paper bal-
lots across the country so
that voters can have faith
in the integrity of the U.S.
elections.

Last year, tech czar Elon
Musk had called for the
elimination of EVMs, citing
the risk of being hacked by
humans or artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

The then Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar had in January res-
ponded to Mr. Musk’s
claim saying, “A global IT
expert said EVMs can be
hacked while our elections
were going on. They [U.S.]
don’t have EVMs, they
have electronic voting
mechanisms.”



1982: EVMs
were first
used in an
assembly
bye-election
in Kerala

Journey of EVM-VVPAT

/2019: Supreme Court ruled

1989: The
Representation
of the People
Act, 1951 was
amended to
permit
EVM use.

—

2004; EVMs
were adopted
for General

Elections M=

and have

been used in all

-

elections since.

J

2013: The
Supreme Court

mandated VVPAT

use in
Subramanian

Swamy v. Election

h.

Commission
of India.

in N. Chandrababu Naidu

and Others v. Union of India

and Another that
5 EVMs per assembly
constituency or assembly

segment in a parliamentary

constituency must

undergo VVPAT verification.
- J




THE ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE
Control unit

3. Unit beeps to 1. Polling officer in
indicate a vote charge of the unit
has been cast. presses the Ballot
button, enabling the
voter to cast a vote.

2. Voter presses the
candidate button to

4. Of India’s 1.2 billion
people, 814 million are
registered voters, though
considerably fewer will actually turn
out to vote using 1.4 million electronic
voting machines.



WHAT |S A. Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
VVPAT?

...............

(VVPAT) helps voters to physically
confirm the choice they have made.
It consists of:

m A printer that gives a record of
voters'selection

m A display unit that shows any error

WHAT THE

VVPAT SLIP
CONTAINS?
HOWIT
WORKS? A
= A candidate
Wiy serial number
= Name of the
"""" s candidate
= Corresponding
A.The printed )
VVPAT slipis VVPAT paper roll is
displayed for 7 designed for printing
seconds before it
is automatipally 1,500 ballot
cut and delivered slips for each election

to a sealed ballot

compartment




How do VVPAT machines work?

When a voter presses a button in the EVM, a
paper slip is printed through the VVPAT

The slip contains the
poll symbol, name

and serial number of

Candidate @)  the candidate
Name

It allows the voter to verify his/her
choice. After being visible to the
voter from a glass screen for 7 secs,
the ballot slip will be cut and
dropped into the box and a beep will
be heard.VVPAT machines can be
accessed by polling officers only
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‘Trade wars benefit no one; we believe in

markets, free and fair competition, a leve

¢ Prime Minister and Forei,

Italian u

Minister. who is on a visit to New Delhi,

itches for the India-BU Bilateral Trade and Investment

ower of open
playing field’

erment; while past negotiations may not have gone as

planned. political momentum behind the current talks is stronger than ever. he says: Trump's dedsion to pause ULS. tariffs plan for 90 days is a signal that rransatlantic negotiations can be done, he adds

INTERVIEW
Anfornio Ti

=

WEW DELHI

rade wars benefit

Deputy
nister and Forelgn Minister
Antonie Tajani, who s in
Mew Delhi for 2 two-day bi-
Lateral visit. He placed em-
pha_us on [he hope thar af-

to grow current bilareral
trade. presently at about
$14 billion, and fo try o
realise the much-delayed
IndiaMiddle EostEurope
Corridor (IMEC) with a M
nisterial meeting in lcaly la-
ter this year
= wreitten knterview i
it i Tajani ad-
il be
the IMECS
there is

izs nekghbours. Excerpts:
How does ltaly view the
rariffs

thar it will facilitare negntia-
tions. Trade wars serve no
one’s interests, especially
when It comes to the tran-
satlantic trade relationshigp.

iraly, like tndia, has slready

usiny
tarifEs for 9O days, the U.s.
can engage witl Euro’
pean Union for an

Foent, and that india and
the EU can also conclsde
the Bilateral Trade and In-

Adr. Tajani,
Minister S. Ialshal\]ﬁs] and
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal discussed the need

u.s.

Rty dream & 1o see zero ta-
i Tarlffs hurt both con-

nesses
s]ll(e e ﬁrInl)' believe in
& power of open markets,

Eree and falr competition.
and a lewel edd for
all. LS. President [Danald)

is a signal that we want o
interpret hoping

AR PUSHPRGR

not confrontation. priori
tising open and honess dia-

gotiations have not always
gone as planned, but it s

buLIt mnng fes with the logue with Washingron. undeniable thar the politi-
cal momentum behind the
pras.aennrump L driving  Duringhervisittoindia  current talls ls swronger
1d agenda both im h,
tlcally and « Th the emiire -
which can = somerimes  Ursula von der Leyen ropean  Commission
cause frictio Prime MNew Delhi in February

even
hane partmers like the EL.
We must do

r
Marendra Modi set a

0 prevent a transatlan-
tie divide

Regarding  President
Trump's tariff policies, aur
approach must be one of

sopean capitals on the im-

portance of securing a
meaningful agreement.

aspire to. On our part, we
are fully committed to go-

EU-India trade agreement,
and we are confident that
our countesparts share this
same determination

the U.5. in bilateral
wrade

and
stability along the route
Arabia, Jordan, and.

region. It s essential to
start shaping a new vision
far progress today — one
that

the “Catinn B T
i2 2 key I northeast

and we do not as-
sume that what works Tor
India and the U_S. will auto-
reatlcally benefit fhe EU e

Every trade relationship is
unigi

in the context of ongolng

negotiations, what we seelk
5 the flexibility needed o
achieve the mutually be-

neficlal agreement we all

T e Tolils e prroioe
of acting as a catalyst for
stability across the broader

port,
railuray, and Higital i fas
. as well as secur-

support,
phasis on the ELU's Giobal

I plan to organise a Mi-
nisterial meeting with all
countries part of the Cot-
ton Hoad with the goal to
strengthen  further our
cooperation.

INBRIEF

DRDO does release trials
of long-range glide bomb

The Defence Research and Development

release

[ria]sd(hel Dﬂch;I ng-range glide bomb
* between

pril 8 and 10

IR Fighcr Jet, Dt

from a Su-30

the trials, the we:

“weapon
was infegrated to multiple stations in different
warhead configurations, with land target on
island. The trials successhully demonsirated

lose 1o 100 km with pi

the DRI said In a statement on Friday, - addlng
that the trials would pave the way for
mduction of the weapon into the Alr Force.

B ¢ of missi

tourist found in Me,

rian
Lar

The body of 3 Hungarian wourist, missing since

arch 29 after checking into
was found on a steep slope in.

a hotel in Shillong,

ava's East

Khasi Hills district on April 10, The districts

sakd a

Forensée team reached the spot to comduct an

an- on the
Puskas Zsolt near Ram,

Bangladesh. The village is a
for trekkers.

decompased body of
Ramdait, a village bordering
a popular

ar destination

Rr. Goyal was reiterar-

ing a stand he took earlier
this week, blaming Chin.

believe in Eir play, who be-
lieve in honest business
practices re we get
sneqnala‘)‘m.mmty todo
business and invest” he
sald. “Everything will be
hased on reciprocity. Eve-

Developed nations are more
reliable trading partners,
says Commerce Minister

/ @O

rything will be based on
mutual trust and matual
benefit "

Tdians were insulated

with him held before a 90-
day panse 1o the measure
was announced.

He hit ouwt st China's
classificarion of itself as de-
veloping, without naming
the coumly "I countries

a per ¢apita income of
550, CmDled I 1'm not mi
tsken, maybe one with
$IDDCIEEI chooses to call
itself a developing natson,
then obviously it s golng to

cause angst,”

oAb mom put-
ting any hard timeline on
concluding the .S -India
‘Bilateral Trade Agreement.

Our effort is to
integrate our
economies with the
developed workd, who
believe in fair play and
honest business
practices

Indian EVMSs not connected
to Internet or Wi-Fi, says EC
after U.S. official’'s comments

NEW DELHI

Against the hackdrop of
claims by U.S. Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard that electronic

Tried and tested: EVMs hawe stood legal scrutiny by the 5C and

)
win for both sides” he
said. "It has to be a fair,
equitable and balanced s

Bution. Just to meet a dea-

mix_of multiple systems,
and

and other requirements
ded by the

K man.
Bloc. “There will be two
areas on which the Euro-

have 10

they get that out of their
syssem - and the Euro.

Commisston il
T o reflect on 1 — they
will find it very difficult o
et a trade agreement with
anyhody whatsoever:

including various private
networks like the Internet.
ressing the

orres-
ing VWPAT slips for
enhancing his or her satis-
faction and
Counting of any number
of votes {even 100 crores)
can be compleud In less
than a
Tamper with thess 1o
chines which are either
stored in a strong room or
with an authorised person

ar any given point of time,
the sources added.
i trdia, the EVMs have

- They poimied cur that

e than e paper
Trall machime gl.np! e
been verified and masched
during counting in fron of
politic:

o e satd on
Thursday that the U.S. Ca-
binet has found “evidence
of how these electronic
woting systems have been
wulnerable to hackers for

wery borg time and vulner-
able to exploitation te ma-
nipulate the results of the
wates being cast”. She ad-

Says EC. K WURAL KUMAR

ded that the findings man-
date the use of paper bal-
lots across the countTy so
that voters can have faith
in the integrity of the U.S.
elections.

Last year, tech czar Elon
Musk had called for the

hurnans or areificial mrelli-
gence (AD.

then Chief Election
Commissioner  Rajiv  Ku-

claim saying, “A global IT
expert sald EVMs can be
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DRDO does release trials

of long-range glide bomb

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation successfully conducted release
trials of the 1,000-kg long-range glide bomb
‘Gaurav’ between April 8 and 10 from a Su-30
MKI fighter jet. “During the trials, the weapon
was integrated to multiple stations in different
warhead configurations, with land target on
Island. The trials successfully demonstrated
range close to 100 km with pin-point accuracy,”
the DRDO said in a statement on Friday, adding
that the trials would pave the way for the
induction of the weapon into the Air Force.




City Key of Honour
Award to Indian
President
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Milestones in India-Portugal Diplomacy

Lisbon's Highest
Honor @ / N
Mayor's Role | ﬁf }

50th Anniversary

Strengthened
India-Portugal
Relations

\ 1/




India-Portugal Relations: A Historical Journey

1498

1974

Vasco da Gama's arrival in Calicut

Portugal’s Carnation Revolution

Goa Treaty

First India-EU Summit in Lisbon

Bilateral trade reaches USD 1.5 billion



Thank you
guys.
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