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Gaza truce
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from Trump
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Economy in the midst
of speedy rebound: FM
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increase in incidences
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Rohit’s Men in Blue
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cHENNAL
The net addition of close to 40
takh electors in about seven
manths before the 2024

Maharashtra iy etection
is rvot ausasalty high, past date
Shaw. The numbers had
sparked controversy with the
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi questioning the
“disproportionate rise”.
However, past dats show that
elector surge in brief periocs
are par for the course in
Maharashtra. Data for Dethe
alzo show such surges.
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Manipur crls1s drags on as BJP weighs options

Centre will wait a few more ds

s before takis

President’s Rule, sa

ys an official: Governor has not summoned the House though the six-month

on i
period within which an Assembly should meet ends today: BJP in-charge holds meetings with Biren. NDA legislators for second successive day without reaching consensus

Yijaita Singh
Rabul Karmakar
NEW DELHLGUWAHATE

he Manipur admi-

nistration re-

mained in a state of
Uncentainey e Tuesday

the Union go-
Sermrment walted for an al-
ternative leadership to
emerge within the State's
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BIP). two days after N.
Biren Singh stepped down
as Chief Minister.

The Manipur Assem-
bly's last session was on
August 12, 2024, meaning
hat the sixmonth period
within which an Assembly
shall meet lapses on Wed-
nesday.

vever, the Centre
will wait a few more days
before any formal decision

is taken regarding the im-
of Ppresident's

position -
Rule, a government official
told The Hindu.

The Congress, mean-

mem.

said
Article 174(D) stipulates that
there be more than
a six-month gap between

. No not-

ummoning the
Assembly was issued by
Governor  Ajay  Kumar
Bhalla on Tuesday.

Leadership
struggle
27 appears to be
o "n siren

Simgh's

month period has lapsed.
According to & 2002 Su-
preme Court

thhat B
Jibhai vs State of Gujarat
case, ~Mer

hered to, that per se can-
not be a ground for bring-
into Article

356 (President’s Rule)
After Mr. Singh resigned
on February 9. none of the
parties in the State — neith-
er the ruling BjP nor the
Opposition parties , includ-
had

'rime Minister. Since the
pu is travelling abroad, it is
t clear when the Union
(»me: will meet. The de-
ciston on President’s Rule
may be taken after his re-
turn,” the offictal sasd

that the parcy s divided in-
anti-Biren

e to review
the e on chaos the “operational prepared-
Tuesday night. Sambit Patra, in charge of  ness of formations and un-

Another senior official the HIPs rs in the 1ts™ in Manipur.
sald the nexs step would be  northeast, held separate
losed-d with

report o the

the constitutional crists in
the State..

AMr. Singh continues as
the State’s caretaker Chief

an hal legis-
lators of the BJP and other
NDA constituents for the
second successive day. No
consensus has
rea d on Mr.
succe:

president A_ Shar

Imphal-based
journalist Yambem Laba
was abducted by a group of
about 20 gunmen from his

been residence around 3.30
Singh _am.on Tuesday. His ab
ductors rekm him
Along with State BJP  around 1p.
Devi Mr. laba, a former
f the

and

e Mr.
Patra met Mr. Bhalla in the

fternoon after a meeting
with Mr. Singh, indicating

Human Rights Commis-
slon, has been & cride of

Riverside mela: Thousands of peapie take a dij
ongoing Maha Kumbh in Praysgrsj on Tuesdsy.

Full-moon tradition

PT1REPOAT ON PASE 51

in the Sangam and perform rituaiz on the eve of ‘Magh Purnima’ festival 2 part of the

History shows that technology won’t
cause job loss, says PM at Al summit

NEW DELL
Gowernance frameworks
for artificial intelligence

are “not just about manag-
ing risks and rivalries
Prime Minister Narendra
Atodi said at the Al Action
Sumrn.ll in Paris on Tues-

alling for a collective
approach to set standards
l'nr Al thar

enefy
especially the Glo-
bal South. India ts co-chale-
summit  with

s year.
Mr. Modi acknowledged

the fear of widespread job
Al, but assert-
has shown

ng w
force was important to pre-

Tech ta

Prime Mirister Narendra Modt speaking 3 a plenary

session of the Al Action Summit in Paris on T

pare it for the changes Al
would bring about, he
said.

“Global efforts needed”

“There is ... a deep interde-
pendence across borders™
when it comes to AL, Mr.
Modi id. “Therefore

there is a need for collec-
tive global efforts o esta-
blsh and stan-

s hnd Daid st G
wvernance is also about en-

suring access to all, espe-
cially in the Global South.

are most
pute, power i dau
or financ!

resources.

Alr. Modi called for pool-
ing_together of resources
and talent, and developing
open source systems for
Improving trust in AL sys-
tems. ~We must build qual-
ity datasets, free from bias-
es” he said. referring to
the data on v\hl(h Al mo-

It s where the capabilities
lacking, be

ought up the
Assue of energy intensity of
in a reference to the
high glecuricity consump-
tion by Al data centres.

t Cindo French
collaboration on this mat-
ter, the International Solar
Allianc

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAL

ipped for _the
straight day on . as
us. President Donald

ks, writh chel benfumaik
indices BSE Sensex
NSE Nifty tumbling ——
13%.

The shares of small and

in hordes. While all secto-
ral indices ended in the
red, the BSE Metal index

cm
3

Sensex trips amid trade war
fears; Adani stocks hold up

ard spiral

The Sensex has plunged 2,215.29 poi

s or 2.82% in the past

five days to close 3t 76,293.6 points on Tuesdsy

Feb. & Feo T

Trump suspends foreign bribery law in possible
reprieve for Adani, others charged by U.S. SEC

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC
President

us. Donald

Trump on Monday signed

feb.10  Feb1n

fell 223%, In lght of the

terprises. Adani Ports and
Adani Power, gained by
1.3%, 0.34% and L.39% res-
pectively after Mr. Trump
signed an executive order
pausing the enforcement

of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act. The law had
been invoked to initiate

dropping

o Rnce oK Sabha poll re.
were announced on

June 4 last year.

ing foreign vern-
ments, pofitical parties
and others to secure busi-
ness.

it is unclear how Mon-

U.S. President Donaid Trumg holds up an executive crder relating to
nctay. s

the FCPAin the

day's order would impact
any investigations into the
Adani Grou

New guidelines
While it pertains only to
tions, enfor-

tice Department develops.
The order says the
pause can be extended

Oval Office at the Wihite House on Mo

beyond the initial suspen-

pect to “inappropriate” in-
vestigations.

Charges for violating the
FCPA were central to the
of bery
amounting to S50 ma
(22,100 crore) that alleged-
Iy took place between
2021 Adan

for America” he told re-
Porters on Bonday as he
ed the order.
“The President’s foreign
hority is inextric-
ahly ll.nked with the global
economic

55
of American companies.

her “exoomive . theorder ead adding ihes
Vneet S. Jaain, while not natioaal security
charged for the
FCPA  directly. were US. companies gznung
charged with 2 van-
commit wire fraud and se- frpirs
curities frand. deep-water

change during the alleged
scheme.

Atr. Trump had objected
to the FCPA during his first
term as well. “It’s going to
mean a lot more business

has

80 execu-
Hve orders since he re-
tuned to power last
month_
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. an official statement
esday. The programme will be

under
Speaker Harvinder Kal
Speaker Om
added.

Tyan. Lok Sabha
ot Biria will Ba the. cmefguesu it

various States will be present.” the statement

said. The

training of MLAs will be held in the

House of the Legisiative Assembly and special
arrangements are being made. it said_+n

Maharashtra CM orders strict
measures for board exams

Ataharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
20 Tuesday has issued directives to enmure 2 fair
t of the upcoming Class

ations. During a

he sald any examination centre

ing.
found involved in mass copying will face

teachers

B Staris Slding in Sasteactios wil By

nsion. The Class 12 board exams
18

3,373
il cake place from February 21 to March 17 a¢

5,130 centres. Mr.

red strict

Enplementation of Setsion 163 of the Bharatiys
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita in and around

examination centres.

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

S
) £

QlRP&) founder-
,,

gepred for cacegorisation of

eduled Castes to ensure

equhable justice to all sub-
castes within the category-

Key recommendations

RPS sident Krishna ests A. Revanth R v 1o S
four groups proportionate to t.helr population:; comrmned o jmnce. says Chief Minister

Telangana Chief Minister A Rewanth Reddy Juring
PS founder-president Manda Krishna and others. 7Tt

Madiga delegation calls on
Telangana CM over ‘lapses’
in SC categorisation report

Manda Scheduled Castes into

sub-castes in Group-3 while
sub-castes like Malss who
have already benefited In
terms of

‘OPS bought land
meant for SC/STs’

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State Com-
mission for

owned only by those be-
o Scheduled

em-
and finances

ployment
should be classified as

Cas
(SC/STs), and  also
Fined 3" patea for it in his
name.

Third

%ﬂ

Farmer TN. Chief Minister
0. Panneersevam.

The
Bench, comprising advo-
cate S. Kumaradevan and
social worker K.M. Leela-
vathi Dh. . said

not be demed lhﬂ Mr. Pan-

ta for the Scheduled Castes.
However, he sald the ca-
of these sub-

mission appointed by it for

The SC: sub- the ba-
on February 4 sis of their

three the same should
tions of the judicial com- be applied for the three

groups into which the go-
to clas-

e govern-

ment’s initiative o categor-

ded in line

with the verdict of the Con-

P of the Su-
preme Court, he st

nment to categor-

proportionate to their pop-
ulation ratio. He said if the
government intends to clas-

sify them.

Mr. Krishna, who led a
delegation of the
community to call on the

ment proposed to provide
1% reservation to 15 sub-
castes in Group-1, 9% to 18
sub-castes in Group-2 and

castes was not unbiased
and not done scientifically
leading to some lacunae.
id injustice was being

comprising

and “developed on all
s were more
reservation.

steps should be taken to
place the most sodially. eco-

he cate-
Sorisation to the Cabimet

the parta uslng s political
e and ordered its

for the purpose as well as
ial

After holding quasi-judi-
ona

State gow
mitted to render justice to
the Madiga community and
other sub-castes under SC
without any poli
Sderations. He bricfed the
delegation about the dis-
cussions held on the issue
in the Assembly followed
by the constitution of the
Cabinet panel and judicial
ommission to expedite the
Chassification. Mr. Reddy
hia the official process .
ken up by the government
helped in avoiding legal im-

5% w0 26 in
Group-3 out of the 15% quo-

and

for
of SC sub-

lodged by At Ba]xk
rishnan
Muthamant of Fhent dis-

Moo-
kan had entered into a

f e with one
R. Harishankar, who did
not belong either 1o a Sche-
duled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe, in 2008. Thereafter,
uoukan went lnlsslng in
2015 be

traced il date, ¢
FIR was registered regud-
ing tha

t.
Subsequently, Mr. Pan-
neerselvam bought

trict,  the and the
that the State go-  parta to his name in 2025.
vernment originally  ‘The com lon called for

of 1
Even thereafter, the
could be wansferred only
to a person belonging to
SCYSTs.
in violation of the as-

reports from the
mem Tahsildar, the Dis-
© Adi Dravidar and Tri-
bl Weltare Omicer and
other officials.
Stating that the purchas-
e ,of a property must be vi-
thoroughly
B i b
ments, the commission re-
commended the transfer
of the patta in the name of
the original assignee.

Suvendu demands NIA probe
into factory blast in Bengal,
offers ‘higher” aid to families

KOLKATA

Leader of the Opposition

monetary compensation to
the illegal firecracker facto-
ry blast victims® families in
Kalyani.

Th

firecracker &
tory in Kalyani Rathtala in
Nadia district.

Visiting the site, Mr. Ad-
hikari offered 22.01 lakh

ghve mone than the State
government, s3y= the LoP.

compensation to the fami-
Iy of each victim, and said
that the Opposition can
ma to give more than
the State government.

The sum was a response
to the Trinamool Congress
offering  t2

After postponement of polls, Rajasthan
set to reorganise its village panchayats

JapUs
lakh each to the victims* fa- | After the postponement of

lies. LoP said the | elections in 6,759 village
Mamata. Ba govern-

gives the same sum

the government offer at
least 250 lakh per family.

“Govt. carelessness’
“These  deaths
causen due to the carelem-

the rnment. The go-
vernment _should have
u municipality

d o spalis
chairman and police. 1 de-
mand NIA probe into the
matter,” Mr Adhikari sasd.

should not fear the coun-
cillors, police, “TMC
party goons~.

Janata Party (BIP) govern-
ment in s set to
.

State government
had last month deferred
el pan-
chayars, whose tenure was
about to end, and appoint-
od the sitting sarpanches as

Rajasthan Panchayati Rag
Minister Madan Diawar

to four phases.

A Cabinet sub-commit-
tee, headed by Panchayati
Raj Minister Madan Dila-
war, was also a red last

to consider the reor-
ganisstion and delimitation
of panchayat bodies. The
sub-committee exa-
mine the proposals by di-

the polls were post-
poned, the representatives
of

While

Maharashtra
reports 5 new
cases of GBS

The Hindu Bureau

the
was sought to be carried
out under Section 14 of the

has asked the government
to provide a clear timeline
for conducting the pan-
chayat polls. marter
e taken o the Hig High Court

tension of tenure of Sar-
panches.  The  plea
contended that “private in-

The move was seen as a step
towards the “one State, one

by the middle of this year in

SAnﬂT met Chle! Minister
L2l Sharma and
pratsed his decision, while

ri in Bharatpur district, said
sarpanches hold the key to
In rural areas.

ap-

pointed as administrators,

as the law provides for ap-

pointment of only govern-
The

ment offici
ers, ncls l'nnner

ches, said the deci-
sion to p e polls

cratic structure of rural in-
stitutions and destabilised
rural governance.

MUMBAL

Another  Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) suspected
death was reported
Mahbrashera's Pune. dis:
trict, ralsing the count to
seven. owever,

ported to be the suspected
deaths, health officials said
on Tuesday.

died from GBS.

and the remaining
three cases were from pre-
vious days.

Fertility clinic in Assam pulled up over
woman’s bid to conceive past age of 50

GUWAHATI

The High Cours of Megha-
hvahxspullaedupa stility
dlinic in Assam

ache:
wahatibased Institute of
Human Reproduction to
undergo a procedure to be-
e,

tha the Assisted Reproduc-
tive Technology (Regula-
n) Act of 2021 wo-

writ petition at the High
Court of Meghalaya chal-
lenging the portion of the
Act that does not allow wo.

over 50 years to avail
Of AKY, and for directions
to the institute to carry out

*5gh Court will
hear the case next on February
20.1sTOCEHOTO

fiisprocedre.

court subsequently
asked the institute to form
a medical board to let it
know

out safely on the petitioner.
It also directed the Union
and the State governments
to take instructions on the
matter.

On Monday, a Division

Bench of Chief Justice 1
Mukerji and Justice W.
Disngtoh askd it was

o note the insti-
Tt fallure 1o constite
the medical board as it

lacked

after due consultation with

Transgender woman clears test for
assistant professorship in West Bengal

Bishwanath Ghosh
KOLKATA

A transgender woman
from West Bengal who
fought poverty. neglect,
and has

a
o e ettt hag te
formed the court on Febru-
ary 5 about its inability to
form the board.

e patient to
er.. .,

that
cannot even opine
whether the procedure is
e or reasonably free
from risk for the writ peti-
tioner. This kind of an atti-
tude cannot be tolerated by
the court.”
court directed the
institute to file an affidavit

writ petitioner or not, how

safe ¢ is an

what the risks are.
“1f no

cleared the Stce govern

y res-
ponse is recetved, we shall
have to presume that the
hospital does not want to
take any care of or respon-
sibility towards its patients
or its medical professionals
simply do not have the

the
St RreoE either of the two
is established in public in-
terest, we would have

pass necessary orders res-
training this institute to
perform any kind of proce-
dure under the Assisted Re-

date nfheaﬂng in the case.

that
Iales her Qligible to ba an
assistant professor at a un-
fversity or college.
Krishnanagae based
mana Pramaalk, who al
ways dreamt of being a
mathematics teacher, has
been appearing for the
State EHgibility Test (SET)
since 2019, but success fi-

Y
ple are not

age. She did her schooling
at Jagannath High School
and later Kabi Bijoylal H.S.
Institute, and :uhseq nely

College

me to see a counsellor, \A'ho
that

Healtiy as any male or f-

— and
liating me — wiio needed

went to
in Bagula and to Kalyani

University. After post-grad-
vation, she finished her
e - B.Ed at Be: e Union
Sumana Pramarvk says her Christian Col
ssccessis a slap on the face of
tions. 5 Help of
it was her love for studies —

not capable
and i fi only for certain
professions. 1 have faced
rejection i my life be-

. My

of rejections I faced at ev-
ery step of my life.” Ms. Pra-

her for free, made Ms. Pra-
manik aware that she was a
transgender by constantly

said.
The counsellor's

vays to
teacher. Even at the home
(orphanage), I would teach
the kids_ ! always liked
mathe: because 1 had

of struggle had ended! It
reinforced by faith in the

fact that difficult times
don't Last,” Ms. Pramanik
said.
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Fertility clinic in Assam pulled up over
woman'’s bid to conceive past age of 50

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The High Court of Megha-
laya has pulled up a fertility
clinic in Assam over a
Meghalaya woman’s bid to
conceive past the age of 50.

A few weeks ago, the wo-
man approached the Gu-
wahati-based Institute of
Human Reproduction to
undergo a procedure to be-
come pregnant.

The institute told her
that the Assisted Reproduc-
tive Technology (Regula-
tion) Act of 2021 bars wo-
men over the age of 50 to
undergo the procedure un-
less they had a court order
permitting them to do so.

The woman then filed a
writ petition at the High
Court of Meghalaya chal-
lenging the portion of the
Act that does not allow wo-
men over 50 years to avail
of ART, and for directions
to the institute to carry out

The Meghalaya High Court will
hear the case next on February
20. ISTOCKPHOTO

the procedure.

The court subsequently
asked the institute to form
a medical board to let it
know whether the said pro-
cedure could be carried
out safely on the petitioner.
It also directed the Union
and the State governments
to take instructions on the
matter.

On Monday, a Division

Bench of Chief Justice I.P.
Mukerji and Justice W.
Diengdoh said it was
“shocked” to note the insti-
tute’s failure to constitute
the medical board as it
lacked a multi-speciality
team. The institute had in-
formed the court on Febru-
ary 5 about its inability to
form the board.

Flip-flop noted
Taking a serious view of the
matter, the court said: “At
one point of time, the hos-
pital is telling the patient to
get a court order...Now,
they say that they cannot
form a medical board. This
tantamounts to saying that
they cannot even opine
whether the procedure is
safe or reasonably free
from risk for the writ peti-
tioner. This kind of an atti-
tude cannot be tolerated by
the court.”

The court directed the
institute to file an affidavit

after due consultation with
the specialist in this proce-
dure attached to this hospi-
tal whether this procedure
can be performed on the
writ petitioner or not, how
safe the procedure is and
what the risks are.

“If no satisfactory res-
ponse is received, we shall
have to presume that the
hospital does not want to
take any care of or respon-
sibility towards its patients
or its medical professionals
simply do not have the
competence to carry out
the procedure under the
said Act. If either of the two
is established in public in-
terest, we would have to
pass necessary orders res-
training this institute to
perform any kind of proce-
dure under the Assisted Re-
productive  Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021,” the
court said. The court fixed
February 20 as the next
date of hearing in the case.



* A fertility clinic in Assam was pulled up by the Meghalaya High Court
for denying a 50-year-old woman assisted reproductive technology
(ART) treatment.

- 3THH H Ush Biefad) fFafa® &l Agrey gighic & BeahR
oI9S Fifeh 381 50 a¥ & 31+ 37 A ATRST F TegH
Yolelel dehsiled (ART) 3TAR ol I SoIhR Y [Tl




« @ The Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2021 prohibits women
above 50 years from undergoing ART procedures unless a court order permits.

@ ARAT & FIAT & 3T YITUT H TAldl 3 T gEHhIC A IIAHT ST &Y
ST 50 a¥ & 3rf&s 37 A AREET F ARTITAR ¥ AFar £

@ The court asked the institute to form a medical board to determine whether the
procedure is safe for her.

@ 3CTAd = I N TH AfFHd A5 qa96 F [y e aifes a8 ax
o1 # o Afger & fow g gfthar gefaa & a1 =



. Legal Standpoint | mgri’r TreehIoT

ART Regulation Act, 2021: Prohibits ART for women above 50 years of
age.
é Right to Parenthood: Whether denying ART violates the fundamental

right to reproduction.
Medical Ethics: Risk assessment for late pregnancies.

. g HES Yoidd ddeid (ART) Rfagsa sfafaasa, 2021: 50 av
31T 37 T AR I ARTUTRIAT T JehaT Bl
%ﬂg—ﬁm doTol &T HTAPR: FIAT ART H SARR HLAT Folelod o

TIPR &I Ieolted g7 ‘
4 Rfecadia afdsar &3 O saaeer & gafad aeey S|




* s Ethical Concerns | Afa® fare
§% Health Risks | TAFET M@ - Late pregnancies have higher chances of

complications.
5% Child Welfare | T &T &edT0T — Older parents may not be able to provide long-

term care.
56 Women's Reproductive Rights | AT & Taladel TSR — Should age limit

restrict women's choice?

¢ 5 TAELT N@HA - T ITHTEAT H Ffeaansit 1 womaar a0+ gt &1
58 T FHT FIIT - ol ATT-[AAT o AT dF STATT FA A H&TH T80 &
Jhd |
g{mﬂﬁm% 3 F geledsr HAFR - Fa7 Jg AT ARt A gwg F AHifda

?




The MTP Act 1971 and

The MTP Act Amendments 2020

Indications Only applies to married Unmarried women are also covered

(Contraceptive failure) women

Gestational Age Limit 20 weeks for all
indications

Medical practitioner One RMP till 12 weeks
opinions required Two RMPs till 20 weeks
before termination

Breach of the woman’s Fine up to Rs 1000
confidentiality

24 weeks for rape survivors
Beyond 24 weeks for substantial
fetal abnormalities

One RMP till 20 weeks

Two RMPs 20-24 weeks

Medical Board approval after 24
weeks

Fine and/or Imprisonment of 1 year




T Historical Perspective | ¥fadg@® gieecaior

Traditional Indian Society preferred early marriages and childbirth.

Modern medicine & ART technology have expanded reproductive choices.

Legal Reforms — The MTP Act (1971) and ART Bill (2021) regulate reproductive rights.
TRAR®F AT FATST & Sredl e 3R Aqea F1 grafAwar & s ot
- 3myfae RfFcar 3 ARTaF=F & yoee & Reeul w1 qerT|

a»'m?ﬁ FUR - T HAFATA (MTP Act, 1971) 3iR ART R8I+ (2021) 1 «19]
frar I



Economic Aspects | 3TTd& gfeeahior

ART industry in India is a multi-billion dollar sector.

High cost of ART treatments makes it inaccessible for lower-income groups.

Healthcare burden — Late pregnancies increase medical expenses.

HRT # ART 3G Teh Aedl-fAfadsT STk dFeX ¢

ART 399R # 3e9 dFld 38 fAFT-3ma ot & faw gater @ & #)
« TAELY [AT &1 95T - I T THaET RfFcar @dt # 961 god! gl



* Geographical Aspects | simfes Tieeamor

* Urban areas have better access to ART clinics than rural areas.
* Northeast India lacks specialized fertility centers.
* Regional disparities in medical infrastructure affect ART accessibility.

- gl &E] A AT A M T A HAF ART FolifaF
3YASHT ¢
- qafdt HRd A fAAws Iotele Fal #r F g

-gsﬁzrmmmé;WARTgrﬁwﬁ deh Ygd JATad gdar
I o |




Social Aspects | HTHTITOI T TSEHIOT

Changing family structures — More working women delay pregnancies.

Social stigma around infertility still exists in rural India.

Population policies encourage early pregnancies.

. qRAR GTT & qCATT - FIHGTST AfGAT rstTaedr & &8 a7 @ &
+ HYA F AT FHATAF Ford 3 o aAor ARa F AlGg B

« FAGEAT Afa 7 Tt weTaRer Fr Wewfed fRar sar g
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YouTube blocks comedy

show episode after row

Social media placform YouTube has blocked an

Got Latent
following a nolloe
rmation and Broadcasting M
Mr. Allahbadia is facing hugve pubn-: bat.ldash Tor
makin, comments on the show. “The

“India Has Latent” episode on @YouTube with

killed in IED blast near LoC

vo soldiers, including a Capeain, were killed
When an Improvised explostve device GED)
planted by militants along the Line of Control
(Lo exploded in Jammar's Akhnoor sector on
Tuesday. officials said. The deceased soldsers
were identified as Captain K.S. Bakshi and Naik
Mukesh. Official sources said a third soldier was
also injured in the blast. An Army

India, 57 countries
call for inclusive
and sustainable Al

US. and UK. have not

ed the jo

int statement at the Paris us.

Cannot monitor from
Delhi, SC says on mob

lynching prosecutions

NEW DELHI

Vice-President Vance rails against ‘excessive regulation” of the Al sector

NEW DELHI

ity-elght countrie:
including tndia, Chi-
na, Bri ance,
and Australia, signed a
joint statement on “Inclu-
sive and Sustainable Artifi-
cial Intelligence for People
and the Planet” at the Al
Action Summit in Paris on
Tuesday, with more signa-
tories possible after the
summit ends.
The statement was not

and safety in deploying the
tec 3

it il Pranc sreco-
chairing the summit. The
statement calls for making
“innovation in Al thrive by

said the blast was reported during a fence patrol.

SOk o ara ol the s and search

operations are under way,”

SHid- The latest incident takes pla(e a da, aftera
suspected sniper fire hit asold r along th

in Jammar's Rajourd distric

ing the tech in a way that
“positively shapes the fu-
ture of work and labour
markets®.

This is the third such in-
ternational statement,

effort: Prime Mirister Narendea Mods with French President
Emmanuel Macron 3t the Al Action Surmnmit in Paris on Tuesday. AP

with previous ones being

ities and assist deve-
ountries  in

diately explain its reasons
for not signing the state-

1 in the day, U.S.
Vice President 1.0, Vance
tone

against the themes high-
llghled in the statement.

I'm not here this morning

to talk about Al safety,

cessive regulation of the Al
sector could kill a transfor-
mative industry just as it's

maki

Yersations ar this confe-
= Mr. Vance said.

The Court_on
1‘ue§dzy said it cannot “mi-

across the country sitting
n Delhi while urging vic-
tims to approach the local
cousts and State authori-
ties to comply with the top
court’s directions in a 2018
ent to prevent and
fairly investigate hate
crimes and communal
violence.

A Bench headed by jus-
tice B.R. Gavai, hearing a
petition filed by Natlonal

of Women, dis-
agreed with a plea for pay-
ment of “uniform” amount
of compensation to victims
of mob lynchings.
Jusllne Gaval, in the or-
reasoned that injuries
would be different from

be unjust to the victims.
Compensation should be
fixed by States according to
the serk)usng“ of the
mnju
'rhe 2018 judgment in
e wala

guideling
their police forces to take
steps to prevent communal
violence and lynchings.

Article 141 of the Constitu-
ton. Sitting here in Delhi,
we cannot monitor inci-
dents in different areas of
different States. Such a mi-
cro-management is not
feasible, the court ob-
served, disposing of the
ase.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said mob lynch-

the new crimin:
law. Any violation, the law
would take its own course.
Advocate Nizam Pasha,

dies, armed with police
powers, were behind mob
Iynchings of minority com-
munity_members in the
name of cow protection.

Modi degree
row: DU
challenges
CIC order

NEW DELHI

Challenging 2 directive

hich _would _disclose
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's academic record,
Delhi University on Tues-
day argued in the Delhi

this submission while chal-
I 21,
2016 order of the Central
Information Commission
(CEC), allowing Inspection
of the records of all stu-
dents who cleared the BA
exam in 1978, the year that
Mr. 0 passed it.
“Mere curiosity that “I
abos

nt.
The public may get inter-
ested in something but it
may not be in public inter-
est.. Is there any public in-
terest n this matter? The

tion in a fiduciary capacity,

he said that “mere curiosi-

ty" did not entitle anyone

10 seek private informarion
RT1 law.

Unnatural sex by husband not
an offence: Chhattisgarh HC

The Chhartisgarh High Court (HC) has said that
sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with
his wife is not rape and therefore. If any
unnarural sex as defined under Section 377 of the
committed by the

resident
nAng to the dealh of his
i sessians court had held that the

n became il fand died subsequently]
owlng o forced physlral relationship. The trial
Court had convicied the appellant based on a
dying declaration by the wife.

14 get perfect score in
JEE-Main; five of them
are from Rajasthan

NEW DELHI

Fourteen candidates from
across the country hav
bagged perfect score in the
first edition of the engt-
neering entrance exam
JEE-Main, 202s.

Five of the toppers are
from two from

HC permits Adani Electricity
to cut mangroves for project

The Bombay High Court has granted permission
0 Addeni Klacericity Mumbal fira Ll (AEMIL) 1o
angroves for the consiruction of a high
oltage transiminson e that Is propos
Encrente alaciricity soppty i thie city mml
suburbs, noting that it was a project of public
to confer

e
thel dastied periniodan by takioe knto
consideration the importance of the project to
the public at large,” Chief Justice Alok Aradhe

stretch. It cnnssss of 30 km of overhead lines and
50 km of underground ca

from
2, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat

the
Iong to the OBC and SC ca-
tegories, while the rest be-

Aspirants waiting outside an
exam centre in Patna for the
JEE-Main 2025 exam, FLE PHOTO

tained but normalised
nees,” the NTA said in a

tatement.
While the first edition of
the exam was conducted in

Ahead of Magh Purnima bath, Maha
Kumbh area declared ‘no-vehicle zone’

LUCKNOW

With chaos and congestion
prevailing in Prayagraj as
lakhs of de\mees descend
on the city for the Maha
Kumbh, the Uttar Pradesh
government on Tuesday
declared the entire fair

nated zones along specific
routes.

entire mela area
has been declared a ‘no-
vehicle zone” starting from
4 a.m. on February 11, with
entry restricted only o es-

blic vehicles arriving in

the ral  January- y, the se-
<cond edition will be held in

vanced examination sche-
duled for June.

y i
ter 4 am. are being direct-
ed to designated parking
areas along their respec-
tive routes. This measure
aims to prevent traffic con-
gestion in the city and al-

lock: The crowded Charbagh railway station in Lucknow

o Mo e g s 3 P

K Pl o raicss tha

poeER SaENA

had been pushed to the li-
Iits, makdng delays In trat:

Angry
attack express
train in Bihar

rATNA
£y peopie tning
To ranth the Mans Kombh
sttacked the Swatantrats
Senani Express in Bihar's
Madhubani rallway station on
Manday night, throwing stones

most trains to Pray

maximum capacity, mak-
ing delays in traffic move-

the
dented movement of peo-
ple and w

. and
police force in the world
has ever

or the Magh Purnima

Snan, the State govern-

prmdiponotic e s el e implemented
has

tion accepted that the in-
frastructure of Prayagraj

spiritual
pushed the infrastructure
of Prayagraj beyond its

e the safety and
health of devotess.

Acress
= Nurse's vehicle has engine 3t the rear (4]
9 Acharge to use road in a ring of islands (S}
18 Ond soathinar’s spen 5o sarms cxaert £

s in Lsgur
Setback about d«evom Kind of operation triats (3}
Amenican daughter gets choice for appeoval (8)

this puzzle online. S5
uar cxomeswerd site.
< ez pase link g T

& incluzion of little sister in indian team o firss (&)
Unfriendly one accommodated i broken down hastel

Pitation at present between beginning of
ber and autumn (8
Before final word in prayer, saint produces part of Niowes 16)
Insult leaping femurs? Not met (4]
Criminal head gets geld for philamthropist
Rent to Royal Navy

HEEE RRBGUN

Bachelor at King University? Capitall 4)
Woman to spesk sbout chink in one’s amocur
MNote about  rube in Atican country (6]
Large amount for part of music (7)
s can's cross? (4.4)
Husband gets answer. “Fieces for sisters’ clothes® (5]
Report from carfier contmning mitrogen (4]
Gees rid of doctor before operations (5]
10 in captivity of paramiftary organisation making guns 1S)
Spotted cats maulng older asp (3]
Reound zeeds with mzects for agriculturat Iabourers? (3}
Brave &-footer foliows girt stadent
MSHIing Crowd surounds a person without courage 16)
Father's sttempt to make baked cish (6]
Flowes mentioned in Hndustaes legend 14)
Lug= crgans for hearing (4}
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Solution to previous pursie

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

FAITH
Lessons birds teach us

Nature gives us many teachers. These teachers do not

spesk. They leadby example. Animale snd birds are these

silent teachers, said 1f a crow

. other crows caw 1o express their sorrow. A crow al-

its food with other crows. Thiruvalluvar says

we must be like the crows, always sharing what we have
with others. Storks wan patiently for big fish.

L lence is final

b patience is ultimately rews

CRES,
even when the eges itch the crow Sannot el the Aiffe:

0w

its young ones and baby koels, because the
Tatner are biack toa. Oy Later. when the Koeis make o dif
Sermiston i T oo lea.hses they are not its offspring.
d yet even they are fooled by

(HNJ(DGIQ

S ROONGANO)
VO~ 5 0o~

1O OW®AN=N|
@NNO® -
10 b~

the ool The moral ol the. s:ory is that even an itellige:
be fooled. The Tamil

The turkey is not an Indian bird, but there is a reference
to it in Moodurai. Moodurai says that when a person who
is not well-read thinks of himself as a scholar, it reminds
one of a turkey trying to dance like a peacock.




India, 57 countries
call for inclusive
and sustainable Al

US. and UK. have not signed the joint statement at the Paris summit; U.S.

Vice-President Vance rails against ‘excessive regulation’ of the Al sector

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ifty-eight countries,
F including India, Chi-

na, Brazil, France,
and Australia, signed a
joint statement on “Inclu-
sive and Sustainable Artifi-
cial Intelligence for People
and the Planet” at the Al
Action Summit in Paris on
Tuesday, with more signa-
tories possible after the
summit ends.

The statement was not
signed by the U.S. and the
UK. The statement calls
for promoting accessibility
of Al and ensuring trust
and safety in deploying the
technology.

India and France are co-
chairing the summit. The
statement calls for making
“innovation in Al thrive by
enabling conditions for its
development and avoiding
market concentration driv-
ing industrial recovery and
development”, and foster-
ing the tech in a way that
“positively shapes the fu-
ture of work and labour

markets”.
This is the third such in-
ternational statement,

LS P—

—
e
\

United effort: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with French President

Emmanuel Macron at the Al Action Summit in Paris on Tuesday. AP

with previous ones being
issued after the summits in
the U.K. and South Korea.
It calls for AI “to be human
rights based, human-cen-
tric, ethical, safe, secure
and trustworthy while also
stressing the need and ur-
gency to narrow the in-
equalities and assist deve-
loping  countries in
artificial intelligence ca-
pacity-building so they can
build Al capacities”.

The U.S. did not imme-
diately explain its reasons
for not signing the state-
ment.

Earlier in the day, U.S.
Vice-President ].D. Vance
struck a defiant tone

against the themes high-
lighted in the statement.
“I’'m not here this morning
to talk about AI safety,
which was the title of the
conference a couple of
years ago,” Mr. Vance said.
“I'm here to talk about Al
opportunity.”

“..We believe that ex-
cessive regulation of the Al
sector could kill a transfor-
mative industry just as it’s
taking off, and we’ll make
every effort to encourage
pro-growth AI policies,
and I'd like to see that de-
regulatory flavour making
its way into a lot of the con-
versations at this confe-
rence,” Mr. Vance said.



* Objectives | 3%?{%21'

e 14| Promote accessibility of Al.

4| Ensure trust and safety in Al deployment.

4| Prevent monopolization of Al by big companies.

4| Encourage Al to shape the future of work and labor markets
positively.

T3NS ! AT I derar STl

T3S, & gt 3 Rrgwer suahr & gfafRad s
a3 FUAIT CART THS & THIAFR I UdhedT|

TS & VSO deR 31X 57 =¥aedT & Qv FRIcAsd &9
UGN FHeATI




* 2. Countries That Did Not Sign | Tt aell o gEdIeR gl fhu?

« )X The U.S. and the U.K. did not sign the agreement.
X U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance opposed excessive Al regulations,
calling them a threat to innovation.

+ ¥ AN 3R RS fFasH (I.F.) 9 59 AT W

gEAIeT Tt frel

X FARF 3Iursgufa A, I F wIAIE & IfF [dfagA

%—qﬁwﬁrﬂma‘rﬁﬂﬂmsﬁ AR &
T S|




* India and France’s Role | IR 3 BT 6T ﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂ

* IN India and France co-chaired the summit.
IN Advocated for Al policies that narrow inequalities and assist
developing nations in Al capacity-building.
IN Emphasized human rights, safety, security, and ethics in Al use.

+ IN R IR B F 38 @I aFAdeT iy qg-3reqatar il
IN T3S SIfaal T FTARTAT A FIa 3T AFrefier et #
THTS &THAIT A HAGE el & foT T el
IN AEOHR, JUaTl, dAfawar AR farawsiaar W R feam)



Historical Context of Al Regulations | T3T$ fafaraasr &1 efagi@s aRvex

1950s: Al was developed as a computational model.

2010s: Growth of deep learning, neural networks.

2019: OECD Al Principles emphasized inclusive and transparent Al.

2021: UNESCO Al Ethics Framework for human-centric Al.

1950 & &2AH: T3NS hl IUTATcHS HISH o &I H FhiQd fhar =m|

2010 ¥ ger: A9 dfeder 3R T Acad H 3oTel 37T

2019: 3NEHS wamrs RAgurar o AT 3R aREeft wrg W IR e

2021: FATH TIHTE HAFdT TR@T TS TS|



* 2. Economic Implications | 3Tfd& Y@

* |/ Al could contribute $500 billion+ to the global economy.
g Excessive Al regulations could slow down innovation.

India’s Al sector is expected to contribute $450-500 billion to
GDP by 2025.

o [ wa$ dRgw rdeuarar & $500 RfewwT @ 1€« A=

ngl,

g IIF0T H AqraR AT I Fhdl g
a;r 89 2025 d& shsidY & $450-500 faferasr

ST IS I|




* 3. Geographical Perspective | Hgﬂﬁ? TeehIoT

« @ Global North (U.S., Europe, Japan) leads in Al innovation.
@ Global South (India, Africa, Latin America) faces challenges in Al
infrastructure.

.- @ 3T+ 39X (¥, zmtr SITaT wﬁmfrm%l
@ 3Raw AT (9Ra, 3PN 3AR=T) T
Wm(s—m)ﬁa?ﬁﬁm’rmmwm%




» Social Impact | HTHTTSI® TG

* Bias in Al models can lead to discrimination.

* Surveillance & data privacy concerns.

* Impact on jobs, education, and skill development.

- UHTS H YATIE (Bias) AGHTE HI So1€T & HehT ¢
- RT3 21 Mushgar 1 RAam|
- AT, e 3R Flerd AT W gaHE]
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P States
et [ overs deceit in Tirumala ghee case |50
chennai gets | CIBI uncovers deceit in a ece e e
pathway for documents and laboratory reports: after being disqualified by TTD in 2022, against SC/ST
persons with directors of the co'n'lp:ln) offered commission to AR Dairy to participate in tendering process to secure contract for ghee supply on their behalf communities
disabilities i in Tamil Nadu

G, S| Roorkee-based comp. y 2023, the TTD re- with an .\‘auxance of sup—

TIRUMALA e':lgll:‘Ee mtsh‘;nvl::;ll celved n:;xld];lle ghze‘:::: gl":r and ommission
CHENNAI h.g Central Bureau navi Dalry h::l‘;;d near Sri- ‘I;?hu:d to b:hsubssanda!r:e A apen:lal = e’iﬂgum CHENNAIL

I i, i s Te. SIT) B,

B b A o oot o G ot e

probing the Tirumala ghee

Ainister Udhayanidhi Sta-
lin on Tuesday launched a

in the city was launched at
the Marina -
- oject cost was
2161 crore, under the Sin-
gara Chennal 2.0 scheme
for 202324. The pathway
is 190 metres long and 2.8
metres wide. Signages and
markings have been put
up. Designated parking
area for persons with dis-
abilities has also been pro-
vided, with five slots ear-
marked. The pathway was
using red meranti,

X azi-

adulteration case, has re-
ly uncovered a web
of deceit involving multiple

Dairy Private Limited, a

TTD on the basis of fake
GST invoices, forged docu-
ments, counterfeit labora
tory reports, and fabricat-
ed warranty certificates.
The al fraud traces
back to March 2022, when
the TTD invited tenders for

contract in the name of AR
Dairy.

iry had ear-
ed g)-ee m lhe
. However, the
disqualified the firm by
June 2022 after discovering

Vaishnavi Dal
lier suppl
TTD.

samples for testing to the
National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) in Guj-
arat, which confirmed the
presence of mnluel orighi
fat in the samples.
The TTD mjecmd sever-
i July

Quatity checi: »
of substandard ghee suppied by AR Dairy. 3. 24G

substandard quality of
- ghee and its failure to
provide records of pro-

sought an route

which, instead of being re-
turned to AR Dairy’s facill-
was reds-

to secure the contract for
the ghee. They ap-

o
suppliers, and other rele-
ents.

direc-

AR Dairy’s Ma-
naging Director Rajasekha-
ran and offered him a

pat
tendcring process on thelr
behalf.

Between June 12 and Ju-

y
rected to Vaishnavi Dairy.

re-
wvealed that the Bhole Baba
Dairy had earlier supplied
ghee to the TTD at €291 per
ke in 2019,

The company later col-
with

which arrested the four
key accused in the case,
has sought their custody.
suspecting insider involve-
ment in the scam.
The investigators have
arched the residences of
the Jains In Dehradun, and
are learnt to have seized
some crucial documents.
Once the scandal came
to light, Mr. Pomil and Mr.
Vipin resigned as directors
of Vaishnavi Dairy, in a bid

Dairy, encouraging It to
take part in the tenders

troyed  thelr  mobile
on,

Kerala school facing
closure gets SC aid

Thiruvanmiyur
thway for dis-
abled persons will be sex
up there,” an official said.
Meanwhile,  persons
with disabilities urged the
Greater Chennai Corpora-

dy had planned to procure
beach wheelchairs, but the
risk of drowning was high.

‘e will take measures for
e safecy of the visitors.”
an official said.

NEW DELEHI

Supreme Courton
'ruesda) came t the r
Cue of & 26yearold Ken-
driya  Vidyalaya school
threatened with closure in
Kerala_

ZWe are not thinking of

served. The Bench direct-
ed the Ministry of Educa-
tion to arrange a meeting
with State and Central
authorities on “war foot-

ing” The case of the school
was taken up by Congress

Mahindra Percussion Festival to pay
homage to legacy of Zakir Hussain

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

and mesmerising musical

MLA Ramesh Chennithala. endeavours, Ustad Zakir
The story of the school Hussain helped Indian
began when it was spon- | The third edicion of e Ma-  classical music gain global
Ther- | hindra Festival, and the third

s o Corporation
ONTPC) at s project site at
Kayamkulam in 1999,

‘At present, only 18 chil-
dren of NTPC employees
study at the school. Howev-
er, the court noted that
there were over 510 other
nts plus teaching and
non-teaching staff here.
The case was listed for
hearing on March 25.

in association with The

the Prestige Centre for Per-
forming Aj

This. year, the festival
will be a homage to the en-
during legacy of Padma

ough his innovative

The first day of the fes-
tival will feature Virtuoso

John STW,
Ustad THE HINDU tively

Zakir Hussain, and others,
Mr. Gurtu will bring a
workd-claes ser of different
ms from around the
world to his concert,
Mahindra Percus-

stage. It explores the multi-
tude of percussive

instru-
ments and
styles —
o are
known but many of

which remain rela-
unknown. In

line with all of our Cultural
Outreach programmes,
this festival, ©

inspires and celebrates ar-
tistes and art forms.” Jay

ral outreach, Mahindra
Group, said.
Mahindra Percussion is

rhythm,” V.G. Jairam, foun-
der, Hyperfink Brand Solu-
tions

Tickets for the festval
are available Book-
MyShow.

Tamil Nadu recorded a rise
in crimes against the sdw‘

duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes SCs/sT) bet-

according to daxa submit-
2 Ty ghhe Homs Mintetry;
sal

and 1,377 cases in 2021 In
2022, there was a spurt in
crimes against the SCs, re-
sulting In the registration
of 1,761 cases.

Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar presented the data

ment was aware of the in-
crease in the crimes com-
mitted st the SCs and
the STs i the country, as
per the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau.

13146 cases
in Tamil Nadu, the
crimes against the STs also
increased. In 2020 there
and in-
and

2020, 123 in 2021 and 166
in 2022 In the case of ST
women, cases ol were
3in 2020, 6 in 2021 and I
in2022.

7 Maha Kumbbh pilgrims from
Hyvderabad killed in accident

Seven persons from Hyderabad, returning from
Prayagraj, wer

Maha Kumbh in Pr:
sustained In)

urse:
mini-bus they were travelling

e killed and two

s when a truck rammed the
in, at Jabalpur in

Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday. The injured were
shifted to the Government Medical College in
Jabalpur. The police twok the truck driver into
‘custody. The Madhya Pradesh authorities are

arranges
nydeuba‘t Tel
essed deej

ments to shift the bodses to
CMe Minister A_ Revanth
shock. Senior leaders

roon The BRS ot therEg expressed

Situation normal after crowd

swarms Mysuru police station

A day after an angry crowd
lting

The crowd had been pmtmlng a derogatory
semi-nude

social media past

indulged in stone
in

£

Faith and festivity
P2

Thousands of people throng 1o witness the colourful Kavadlyattam during the Thapooyam festival at the Sree
Temple in Thrissur on Tuesday. KK NARES

IIT Madras develops
indigenous Shakti
semiconductor chip

CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras and
the Indian Space Research
Organisation have deve-

RISC-V initiative (DIRV). It
aims ige-

cr “based  pro-
ducts offer
best-in-class secur! and

icy
visibilicy for users adopting
RISCV

loped an
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ware Architecture
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Kerala govt. faces flak after back-to-back elephant attacks

political leaders —

Gandhi, Akhilesh Yadav,

and Arvind ngrlwaL wilh Arabic words on their
ional Di

who had been arrested, may be released on bail.

Two back-to-back fatal wild

blic concerna about the ef-
fectiveness of the Forest
=

Providk

Provide all govt. services on
WhatsApp. Naidu tells officials

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu on Tue:

sday instructed offi

cials to make all

government services accessible throl

WhatsApp so that people need

not visit the

Eovernment offices. Speaking at the Ministers®

M
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The entire government service system
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address the Increasing oc-
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settler- fanner and planta-
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A wild ekphanl fatally

was found on Tuesday
morning. Another rampag-
ing wild elephant gored So-
fia Ismail, plantation
worker, to death in Idukki
©on Monday.

Forest Minister A.K. Sa-
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volunteers, in place to res-

said the
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i St clared resi-

conflict
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In HWC hotspots across the
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IIT Madras develops
indigenous Shakti
semiconductor chip

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras and
the Indian Space Research
Organisation have deve-
loped an indigenous aeros-
pace quality Shakti-based
semiconductor chip.

IIT Madras director V.
Kamakoti led the Shakti
microprocessor project at
Prathap Subrahmanyam
Centre for Digital Intelli-
gence and Secure hard-
ware Architecture
(PSCDISHA) in the insti-
tute’s Computer Science

and Engineering
department.
Shakti is backed by the

Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,
under its Digital India

RISC-V initiative (DIRV). It
aims to promote indige-
nous development of mi-
croprocessor-based pro-
ducts that offer
best-in-class security and
visibility for users adopting
RISCV technology.

The indigenous RISCV
controller for space appli-
cations chip was deve-
loped from Shakti proces-
sor baseline. It can be used
in diverse domains from
IoT and computer systems
for strategic needs.

ISRO chairman V. Na-
rayanan said, the end-to-
end indigenously manufac-
tured chip with Indian re-
sources marked a
milestone in the Make in
India efforts in semicon-
ductor design and fabrica-
tion.



MNSTRY OF

ELECTRONICS & 2 ¢

INFORMATION TSCNNOCOGY Dipiral fodi
—— -

IENENT O (

Cabinet Decisions: 15 Dec, 2021 e

SEMICONDUCTORS
FOR THE WORLD
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Global
Semiconductors
Manufacturing

Dominant regions in the

semiconductor industry

Specialization within the
semiconductor value chain

Lack of strategic autonomy

United States, Taiwan, South Korea,
Japan, China, and Europe

No single region possesses the entire
production stack

Different companies specialize in various
processes and technologies

Design, fabrication, and assembly are
examples

No region has achieved self-sufficiency in
the industry

Dependency on other regions for
manufacturing processes

Numerous players with specific business
models

Focus on specialized layers of the
semiconductor value chain




Intel und Samsung Lead Global
Semiconductor Production

Market shares of the world's biggest semiconductor
producers in 2020
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* The NITI Aayog report, “Expanding Quality Higher Education through
States and State Public Universities,” highlights disparities in state-
wise spending on higher education, urging increased public
investment, especially in State Public Universities (SPUs)



e States Allocating the Most to Higher Education (% of GDP): Jammu & Kashmir
(8.11%), Manipur (7.25%), Meghalaya (6.64%), Tripura (6.19%).

 States with the Lowest Higher Education Expenditure (% of GSDP): Telangana
(0.18%), Gujarat (0.23%), Rajasthan (0.23%).

 States with the Highest Higher Education Budget (Absolute
Amount): Maharashtra (211,421 crore), Bihar (X9,666 crore), Tamil Nadu (X7,237
crore).

 States with the Lowest Higher Education Budget (Absolute Amount): Sikkim
(X142 crore), Arunachal Pradesh (X155 crore), Nagaland (X167 crore).




e Growth in Per Youth Spending on Higher Education: Increased from 2,174 (2005-06) to
4,921 (2019-20), with widening disparities among states.

e States with Consistently High Per Youth Spending: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana.

» States Lagging in Higher Education Investment: Rajasthan, Punjab, Chhattisgarh.




 Policy Recommendations:

 The recommendations are divided into short-term (0-2 years), medium-term (2-5 years),
and long-term (5+ years) goals:

e Key Recommendations:

Enhancing Quality of Education & Research:

Governance & Autonomy of State Public Universities:

Internationalization of Higher Education:

Digitalization of Higher Education:

Improving Pedagogy and Curriculum:
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* India has launched a nationwide Mass Drug Administration (MDA)
campaign covering 111 endemic districts across 13 states, with the
goal of eliminating Lymphatic Filariasis (LF) by 2027.
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 What is Lymphatic Filariasis?

* Lymphatic Filariasis (LF), also called Elephantiasis, is a parasitic
disease caused by filarial worms that infect the human lymphatic system,
leading to severe swelling and disability.

* India’s Status:

* India is among the highest-burden countries for LF, contributing significantly
to the global caseload.

e Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Odisha are among the states with the highest number of LF
cases



e Causes and Transmission:

* Caused by Wuchereria bancrofti (most common), Brugia malayi, and Brugia
timori parasites.

* Transmitted through mosquito bites (Anopheles, Culex, Aedes species).

* Requires repeated mosquito bites over months or years for infection to
establish.



Bombay Blood
Group




India has successfully performed its first-ever cross-blood kidney transplant for a patient
with the rare Bombay (hh) blood group.

About Bombay Blood Group:

What is the Bombay Blood Group?

* Arare blood type (hh phenotype) first discovered in Mumbai (Bombay) in
1952 by Dr. Y.M. Bhende.

* Lacks the H antigen, which is the base structure for A and B antigens in the ABO
blood group system



Blood Antibody Antigen Compatibility

group

A B A Blood group A and
O

B A B Blood group B and
O

AB NIl AB Blood group A, B,
AB and O

O AB Nil Only group O

HH ABH Nl HH




* Unique Characteristics

* Individuals with this blood type cannot receive blood from any ABO group,
including O-negative, as it contains the H antigen.

* Can only receive blood from another Bombay blood group donor, making
transfusions highly difficult.

* Prevalence: 1in 10,000 in India, 1 in 1 million globally.




* Challenges in Blood Transfusion:

* Routine blood tests often misidentify Bombay blood group as O-type,
leading to misdiagnosis and transfusion complications.

* Receiving blood with the H antigen can trigger an acute hemolytic
transfusion reaction, causing severe immune responses.



e Recent Medical Significance:

* In mid-2024, Chennai doctors at MIOT International successfully performed a cross-
blood kidney transplant using a special plasmapheresis technique to remove
antibodies.

* India’s first successful Bombay blood group kidney transplant was also reported at
Jaslok Hospital, Mumbai, in February 2025, setting a medical precedent.




International Day of
Women and Girls in
Science



* The year 2025 marks the 10th anniversary of the International Day of
Women and Girls in Science (IDWGS), observed annually on 11th
February.

* This day promotes the full and equal participation of women and girls
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM



ABOUT

Celebrated every uear on February 11 since 2015

Observed by the United Nation to promote the
full and equal access and participation of women
in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) fields.

THEME 2023

Innovate. Demonstrate. Elevate. Advance.
Sustain (1.D.E.AS)

STATUS OF WOMEN PARTICIPATION
IN THE SCIENCE SECTOR

According to the All India Survey on Higher
Education 2020-2021, number of science
researchers in India has doubled from 30,000 in
2014 to over 60,000 in 2022.

Women'’s participation is the highest in
biotechnology at 40% and medicine at 35%.

INITIATIVES TAKEN FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE

© Gender Advancement for Transforming
Institutions (GATI):

© To develop a comprehensive Charter and a

framework for assessing Gender Equality in STEM.
Vigyan Jyoti Scheme:

© To create a level-playing field for the meritorious
girls in high school to pursue STEM in their higher
education.
Indo-US Fellowship for Women in STEMM
(WISTEMM) program:
® Women scientists can work in research labs
in the US,
Consolidation of University Research for
Innovation and Excellence in Women Universities
(CURIE) Programme:

© Improving R&D infrastructure and establishing
state-of-the-art research facilities in order to
create excellence in S&T in women universities.




Milestones of
Women in Indian Science

Savitribal Jyotiba Phule
First female teacher of
India who founded the

first girls’ school

1881

Chandramukhi Basu &

Kadambini Ganguly

Calcutta University produces the first
two women graduates in India

1886

Rupa Bal Furdoonji
World's first female
anesthetist

P

1894

Chandramukhi Basu |
First female head of an |
undergraduate academic }
establishment in the |
South Asia

Sarala Devi Chaudhurani

Established first women's

organization Bharat Stree Mahamandal
for promoting female educath_r_

1917

Begum Rokeya Sultana
Pioneer In Women's
Educational Rights in India

Pos—

Iravati Karve |  Kamala Sohonie
First Indfian female § First Indian woman
Anthropologist | to receive a PhD in a

i scientific dlsdplirje_
1943
Asima Chatterjee
First woman to be awarded a

Doctor of Science by an Indian

D)

1848

Lady Abala Bose
First indian woman to
study medicine at Madras
University

_—

1883

Kadambini Ganguly | Anandibai Gopalrao
India’s first female doctor & Joshi

i Ramabai Ranade

'
practitioner of westem medicine | First Indian female E

)

1

Set up first girls’
high school in Pune
in the whole of South Asia 1 doctor of westemn

- | medicine

1888

Rukhmabal Raut

The second woman to

both receive a medical
degree and practice medicine

1910

Jagadish Chandra Bose &
Lady Abala Bose
Basu Bigyan Mandir (Bose
Institute) established

1926

Mary Poonen Lukose
First female Surgeon
General in India

b —

1939

Ayyalasomayajula Lalitha
India’s first woman
engineer

1944

University = Calcutta University



What is the Status of Women in STEM?

» Global Scenario:

o Women in STEM: According to UN data, globally, women remain underrepresented in STEM
education and careers, constituting only 35% of STEM graduates.

o Between 1901 and 2024, only 26 out of 650 Nobel laureates in Physics, Chemistry, and Physiology
or Medicine have been women.

Facts & figures

Only1in 3
scientists
worldwide is a
woman

Despite some progress
in recent years, gender
equality in science
remains elusive

Less than 2/5
STEM graduates
are women

The gender gap varies
across scientific
disciplines. Some
fields, such as physics,
tend to attract more
men than women

Only 12% of
national
academies of
science members
are women

At the upper levels of
scientific hierarchies,
the proportion of
women scientists
declines

Not all countries
have reliable data
on gender and
science

98 countries have not
supplied data for
2018-2021 (dataset of
the UNESCO Institute
of Statistics)



What are India's Initiatives Related to STEM?

National Initiative for Developing and Harnessing Innovations

Vigyan Jyoti

Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI)

WISE-KIRAN Scheme
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Fun fact



4

Q from the session



* Consider the following statements regarding Al governance:

1.The OECD Al Principles (2019) emphasize inclusive, transparent, and
accountable Al.

2.The UNESCO Al Ethics Framework (2021) aims to regulate Al in all
member nations.

3.The Paris Al Summit (2024) was co-chaired by India and the U.K.
* Which of the statements is/are correct?

e (a) 1 and 2 only

e (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1only

e (d) 1 and 3 only



* What are the key concerns raised at the Paris Al Summit?

* (a) The need for stronger Al monopolization policies.

* (b) Encouraging a human-centric Al approach.

* (c) Regulating Al completely to prevent any usage in military sectors.
* (d) Reducing Al investments globally.



 What are the concerns regarding ART regulation in India?
* (a) Ethical concerns about late pregnancies.

* (b) Economic burden of ART procedures.

* (c) Need for uniform regulations.

* (d) All of the above.



* Consider the following statements regarding Assisted Reproductive
Technology (ART) in India:

1.The ART Regulation Act, 2021 allows women above 50 years to undergo
ART procedures without restrictions.

2.The Act aims to regulate ART clinics and ensure ethical practices.
3.ART is only available in government hospitals in India.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?

e (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e (d) 2 and 3 only



* Which country recently launched the 'Green Hydrogen Production
Initiative' with India?

-mgﬁmaw#m%mﬂ'@ﬁﬂmmw
RS

* A. United States / ?IT-H-T-I' o m
B. United Kingdom / '!Fﬂ%?? ICTED)
C. Germany / STH#AT
D. Japan / SIT9Tel



 What is the primary goal of India's 'National Hydrogen Mission'?
- R & ST FEINSTel AUT' FT AET 3T FAT 872

 A. Achieving energy security through hydrogen production / 3133137{
3cUTeGd & ATCIH H Fall GI&T JIod FI

B. Reducing coal dependency/m 9 AT &7 S

C. Promoting electric vehlcles/m qIgal Y derdr a?IT

D. Developing new nuclear power plants / dIQ YIATL FAT I
fasf@a e



 What percentage of India's total energy mix is planned to be from
renewable sources by 2030?

+ 2030 T HRA F Fel FoAl AT FT fhaar giaerd Adoi
Arar & ghem?

* A.30%
B. 40%
C. 50%
D. 60%



 Which Indian organization is leading the Al-powered governance
reforms?

+ Pl AT HRAT HISA TIHS-FATAT AHA FURT FT sided
TET 872

* A. NITI Aayog / difa 3T
B. Election Commission of India / HRd T dedld 3TITeT
C. Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) / Soldrelioidd 3T 3

HATAT (Meity) .
D. Reserve Bank of India / HRAIT Rea d+



* Which Indian city hosted the ‘G20 Digital Economy Ministers’ Meeting'
in 2025?

+ 2025 A 'G20 3fSiedr sHAHT AT I doF' HY AR FH
R AT o HhI?

* A. Bengaluru /W

B. Hyderabad/%ﬂﬁ'ﬁ\'
C. New Delhi / ool
D. Mumba|/



Word of the day

Wrangle:

an instance of intense argument (asin
bargaining); an angry dispute; to quarrel noisily,
angrily or disruptively

Synonyms: haggle, brawl

Usage: The wrangle over ownership of the
house dragged on for years.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/wranglepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /iengl/
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Thank you
guys.
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