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NO ONE WHO DOES
GOOD WORK
WILL EVER COME TO
A BAD END,
EITHER HERE OR IN
THE WORLD TO COME.

- LORD KRISHNA (BG)




Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



* The removal of the Vice-President in India requires a resolution under
which Article of the Constitution?

AR H 3Wrseufd &l gee & v fohd 3eeoe & dgd I
I ITIIhdT gl &7

e A. Article 56 / <& ¢ 56
B. Article 61 / 3Tsitide 61
C. Article 67 / 3Teicee 67
D. Article 68 / 3¢ 68

(O e (T (&)



* What percentage of members must sign the resolution to initiate the
removal of the Vice-President in Rajya Sabha?

ToIGHAT H 39Useaid HI geldd o &I hl IRF I & folv
frdeT UTad TeEaT & gEdIe 3TaeTsh &7

*A.10%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 25%




* Which state demanded an increase in its share of the divisible tax pool to
50%?
ﬁma%l—é:r A faoeT X g H 39a REQ I 50% oo Fala hr
HTIT <hl'?

* A. Tamil Nadu /Hﬁ?ﬁl@
B. Kerala / el
C. Andhra Pradesh / 3Tl 92l

D. Maharashtra / AgRRTSC




* The India Skills Report 2025 ranks which state fifth in employability rate?

sf3ar fwed R 2025 & 361AR USHIR AT T H fha
I &l 9=l AT Yred §34T%?

* A. Maharashtra / AgRRTSC
B. Delhi / feoell
C. Kerala / &h3el
D. Karnataka / Salceh




 Madhav Gadgil was awarded the Champions of the Earth award for his
contributions in conserving which ecological region?

AT IMST I ATTT 3TH & 3T REPR_ e qIRTEATAH
8T & TI&TT H 3% NI & foIU e har ar=r?

* A. Himalayas / fgdATII

B. Western Ghats / 9IR9HT €©T¢

C. Sundarbans / W
D. Andaman Islands /3-1?>TI'I?-I' Z‘ﬁl’qw




* The PM POSHAN Scheme provides meals to students in which classes?

oA AWUT QAT g H&IT o ST hl JATSTeT UeTedT hidl g7

« A. Balvatika to Class 8 / STeldIfcehl & H&T 8
B.Class1toClass5 /&l 1 & Ha&T 5
C. Class 6 to Class 10 / h&TT 6 @ Far 10
D. All Classes / W3l FaITT




* The LIC Bima Sakhi Yojana is targeted at which demographic group?

TAATSH! AT T ISl 5T SIAATEIDT THE Pl oAl
AT 87

* A. Women aged 18-70 years / 18-70 ¥ &Y AfgdTT

B. Senior citizens / A3 AR
C. Farmers and rural workers/mm IR T AR
D. Students / &1




* The Golden Triangle in glrug trafficking refers to which regions?

HAIceh YTl &7 d¥hdl H dMese CIUard fahel 8131 I Hefdd
LT 87

* A. Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan /BIWTTEIWFI', éTI?-l',‘ qrferEdreT
B. Myanmar, Laos, Thailand / FITHR, @T3A, YEdls
C. Nepal, Bhutan, India / YT, H.?H, RG]
D. Sri Lanka, Maldives, India / #YeTehT, ATeIRIT, dRA




* The Bamboo Shoots Study highlights which health benefit?
W F AR HT TG TAELY o T 3SR Ll 87

* A. Improved cardiovascular health / 9gd¥ g&d ALY
B. Anti-obesity properties / #Yerar fareft 3ror
C. Enhanced immunity / 93¢t §5 9Ta3am >
D. Better digestion / 9§ UT<Iel




* Human Rights Day is celebrated annually on which date?

AR fgad gfday g drRi@ &l AFR—IT SITdT 872

* A. December 8/ 8 W
B. December 10 / 10 ﬂ'\qﬁT

C. December 15 / 15 W
D. December 20 / 20 feH«R
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Chaos in Parliament amid BJP-Congress tussle

INSIDE
e
s
Lok Sabha sees dis

LS S|
India does not NEW DELHI
endorse Hasina’s ~
statements: Misri falled o function

Wednesday
NEW DELHI with uproar from Treasury
Foreign nches

Mizsi
on Wednesday sd india docs
nat endorse deposed
Bangladeshs Prime Minister
Shekh Hasina's criticism of the
interim government in
Bangladesh and it remains 3

nessed repeated adjourn-
menmwnd sparring desple

n the afternoon when the

P
the govern-
ment of using the “Soros™
issue to hide its failures.

Son d outfits
thar were nl'le-gedl) work:

pinprick in
relationship. » PAGE 4

UN team visits

Rohingya living
in Jammu shlum

Wednesday. » PAGE 4

New RBI chief
vows best stance
in public interest

MuMBAL
The 26th Governor of the

in public interest. » PAGE 12

All groups’ rights
guaranteed, says
Syria’s new PM

DAMASCUS
Syria's transional Prime
Minister Mohammad st Bashic
=aicl the alliance that ousted

Pioion = maming b
ween Speaker Om Birla
and Leader of the Opposi-

. The Speaker said
he would look into 7 Mr
Gandhl told presspersons
after his morning meeting.

However, the Lower
House witnessed a ruckus

ing
in the post-lu T pes-
sion, Union Minister Jyoti-

jee apologised,
the Minister said, “I don’t
accept his apology™.

Berween repeated inter-
ruptions, the Lower House

issue of Mani

passed a Bill pertaining to
the Rallways.

In the Rajya Sabha, Un-
ion Health Minister J.P.
Nadda and Parliament
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
defended the Chairman
and criticised the

as a “governme: e:
person~ and acting like a
“school headmaster ™

“We have no hesitation
in saying that the biggest
disrupter in the Rajya Sab-

ding, “His
towards the ruling party,

ns over
billionaire investor Soros: Ministers Nadda, Rijiju. criticise Opposition for notice against RS C] 2

Kharge says [

Taking a stand: Opposition members contnue their protest in

Pardiament on Wiednesday. axi

instead of the Constitution
and constitutional tradi-
tions. We can see that he Is

t the Chair. We have ta-
Een an oath to protect the
sovereignty of the coun-

acting as a
spokesperson for the sake
of his >
Setting the tone for the
day, Mr. Rifiju artacked the
the no-con-
Gdesce  motice . e
against Mr. Dhankhar.
“You have no right to be
members if you can't res-

try,” he told

before raising the issue of
alleged links between Mr.
Soros and the Congress.

“Won’t allow the drama’
~We will not allow the dra-
ma of notice [against Mr.
Dhankhar] to _succeed.
What is the relationship

t©
the mmamemm Afairs
AMinister added

The Rajya Sabha was ad-
journed tll noon amid
protests from Congress-led

Leader of the House Mr.
Nadda alleged the Op

Mr. Dhankhar was
a diversionary tactic after
“ties bet: the top Con-

day.

ton against the Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman. Mr. Kharge

violence: BJP leaders in both Houses accuse the Opposition party of association with American
is working as a govt. ‘spokesperson’

sald the Chairman’s con-
duct had been contrary to
the dignity of the post he

tons, the
tioned
Question

began
membe:

northeastern State.
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Rain check

Py sea: A boat nanigates

the coast of Pa

Chopy
low-pressune ara over the Bay of Bengal is expected to bring Intense rain

A
ORT QM PAGE T)

‘Drive against
manual

scavenging
will continue’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

, saying
wun the question of har

P rnis s solne(mng very
dose to our hea;
Tminds. We tell you, we i
£0 to any extent to get our
Judgment of T 2023
cormplarl SkEL Commia Wikt
may a Spectal
dre
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Indian scientists develop novel gene therapy for haemophilia

NEW DELHI

Sckndx:s in India have re-

ed success with using
Eene therapy o treat sev:
ere haemophilia A, a rare

The trial was led by Alok
Srivastava of the Centre for
Soeni:Colf Binioket (FSCR)
at the Chris Medical

re-
sulting from a faulty gene
which

reported bleeding epi-
sod& over an average fol-

period of 14
manths. & 12 not unusual
for those with haemophilia
w have weekly bleeding
requiring fre-
quent treatment. The re-
sults of the study were re-
ported in the

pe ewed New En
£land Journal of Medicine
NEIM) earlier this w

ing factor™ to prevent
Dleading. - Gene therapy
treatments, however, pro-
mise to be 4 one-time solu
tion. A gene mtroduced in-
to the body teaches It to
create enough of the clot-
ting factor that can prevent
such haemorrhage

Haemophilia
classified as minor or sev-
ere depending on the per-
centage of clotting factor
present in those afflicted.
Haemophilia A, the more

. oBasle .
Castly affair: Per-patient cost of treating haemephilis in India &

reported to be $254

version of (he
d by th

factor called Factor VL

n though haemophilia
o3 rare ditorder. thia has
the world's second-largest
patient pool, with an esti-
mated 40,000 to 100,000

Those with Severe He-
mophilia A have less than

crore over a 10-year period. GETTY MAGES

1% of the clouing factor,
and ma:

pensive. A March 2024
research st in the jour-
nal Heliyon estimates the

22.54 crore) over a 10-year
riod.

period.
There is only one gene
therapy — Roctavian —
which was approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Admi-
nistration for commercial
use in 2023. Its effective-
ness was estal based
on results from a cohort of
112 patients followed up for

at least three years after
Fol-

Py @ be effective and safe,
according to

Pt adgpdeerd by
transporting the thera-
peutic gene into the body
by using an adenovirus as a
carrier or vector and in-
volves the lver in produc-
ing Factor V:

The new approach, the
authors say in their paper,
is safer than using an ade-
novirus, and potentially
opens up the gene therapy
treatmen to children.

with mpeami Factor Vil
lonal

tor VIl to stop or prevent
Jeeding.

Because of the nature of
the condition and the rela-
tively low numbers of pa-
tients, treatment can be ex-

lowing the mfusion, the av-

erage bleeding incidents

decreased from 5.4 bleeds

per year at baseline to 2.6
per year.

The majority of patients
who received Roctavian al-
s0 received corticosteroids
t0 suppress their ¢

mmune
systems for the gene thera-

study is notable for several
reasons. First, it establish-

strained settings such as
india,” said johny Mahlan-
gu, in an editorial in the
NEIM

The Shaki Eidgah

location. P11

Petitioners urge SC
to protect Places
of Worship Act

NEW DELHI

Multiple parties moved the
e Court on the eve

Union Mus-
lim League (IUML), repre-
sented by advocate Haris

Beeran, said that since the
1991 Act protected secula-

~ part of the Constitu-
don’s basic structure —

mos.
que was situated on the
Krisl Jam hoomi.
The J-\lml Ulama-i-
Hind ﬁ.led separate writ

n arguing that the fil-
ing of multifarfous suits in
local courts to ~reclaim™
temples destroyed by Mus-
lm invaders in the 16th
century was nothing but
retrogression.

Motion

to impeach UP.
High Court judge
NEW DELII

The Opposition has started

impeachment moticn agsinst
Allahabad Hgh Court uudge
Shekhar Kumar Yaday for the

Court premises. » PAGE 4

The Jamiat pointed out
um Lhe Ayodhya jud,gnem
the top court

Der 201, fol)nrwmg which
suits  mushroomed,
had tself categorically
upheld the 1991 Act and
essential feature of sec-

ular values & protected.

*Clear mandate’

“The mere mentioning of

the averment that the Mus-
L

Act which specifically pro-

vides the cut-offdate of Au-

gust 15, 1947 and preserv
eligious character o a

entertained.” the petition
sald.




Indian scientists develop novel gene therapy for haemophilia

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Scientists in India have re-
ported success with using
gene therapy to treat sev-
ere haemophilia A, a rare
hereditary condition re-
sulting from a faulty gene
which triggers severe,
spontaneous, and poten-
tially  fatal  bleeding
episodes.

Though only tested on
five patients in Tamil Nadu
so far, none of them have
reported bleeding epi-
sodes over an average fol-
low-up period of 14
months. It is not unusual
for those with haemophilia
to have weekly bleeding
episodes, requiring fre-
quent treatment. The re-
sults of the study were re-
ported in the
peer-reviewed New En-
gland Journal of Medicine
(NEJM) earlier this week.

M

The trial was led by Alok
Srivastava of the Centre for
Stem Cell Research (CSCR)
at the Christian Medical
College in Vellore, and fi-
nancially supported by the
Union Department of Bio-
technology.

One-time solution
The typical treatment for
the condition requires in-
jections at frequent inter-
vals, with infusions of a
“clotting factor” to prevent
bleeding. Gene therapy
treatments, however, pro-
mise to be a one-time solu-
tion. A gene introduced in-
to the body teaches it to
create enough of the clot-
ting factor that can prevent
such haemorrhage.
Haemophilia can be
classified as minor or sev-
ere depending on the per-
centage of clotting factor
present in those afflicted.
Haemophilia A, the more

\'\
L e

\

Costly affair: Per-patient cost of treating haemophilia in India is
reported to be ¥2.54 crore over a 10-year period. GETTY IMAGES

common version of the
condition, is caused by the
absence of a blood-clotting
factor called Factor VIII.
Even though haemophilia
is a rare disorder, India has
the world’s second-largest
patient pool, with an esti-
mated 40,000 to 1,00,000
patients.

Those with Severe He-
mophilia A have less than

1% of the clotting factor,
and manage the condition
with repeated Factor VIII
replacement, monoclonal
antibodies, or injecting
substances that mimic Fac-
tor VIII to stop or prevent
bleeding.

Because of the nature of
the condition and the rela-
tively low numbers of pa-
tients, treatment can be ex-

pensive. A March 2024
research study in the jour-
nal Heliyon estimates the
per-patient cost of treating
a haemophilia patient in
India to be $3,00,000 (or
%2.54 crore) over a 10-year

period.
There is only one gene
therapy — Roctavian -

which was approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Admi-
nistration for commercial
use in 2023. Its effective-
ness was established based
on results from a cohort of
112 patients followed up for
at least three years after
Roctavian treatment. Fol-
lowing the infusion, the av-
erage bleeding incidents
decreased from 5.4 bleeds
per year at baseline to 2.6
bleeds per year.

The majority of patients
who received Roctavian al-
so received corticosteroids
to suppress their immune
systems for the gene thera-

py to be effective and safe,
according to the U.S. FDA.

Roctavian works by
transporting the thera-
peutic gene into the body
by using an adenovirus as a
carrier or vector and in-
volves the liver in produc-
ing Factor VIIL

The new approach, the
authors say in their paper,
is safer than using an ade-
novirus, and potentially
opens up the gene therapy
treatment to children.

An independent expert
described the study as
“ground-breaking”.

“This ground-breaking
study is notable for several
reasons. First, it establish-
es that initiating and exe-
cuting studies involving
new gene therapy is possi-
ble even in resource-con-
strained settings such as
India,” said Johny Mahlan-
gu, in an editorial in the
NEJM.



'CONDITION SEEN IN 1.4L INDIANS'

» Haemophilia, a2 genetic
disorder, affects the body’s
clotting mechanism

» Patients lack certain clotting
factors, so even a minor injury
could cause prolonged bleeding
and become life-threatening

» Patients could suffer bleeding
in internal organs such as brain,  » Haemophilia A, caused by a

stomach and intestines _deﬁciency of clotting factor VIII,
» It can also lead to a joint is the most common form
damage as repeated bleeding » Haemophilia B, caused by a
into joints leads to chronic pain,  deficiency of clotting factor IX,
stiffness and disability IS less common

» |t mainly affects males as » |t is estimated that more than
the gene is present on the 1.36 lakh people in India have

X chromosome the disorder




Haemophilia

Normal Blood
Vessel

Haemorrhage

NN,
’
L

Normal Blood Haemorrhage
Vessel

L

4

»

Clotting

Inability to Clot

A

Healthy

Haemophilia



Parents

Father Mother
(without (camer for
han;ghia) ho«wphiio gene)
(ww hr (doa not camy
hemochla) hemophdia gene) mmoplia) hemophika gene)
XY XX XY XX

Children

Falher Mother
(with hemophiiia) (not a carrier)
XY XX
Daughter Daughter
Mhom hemophiia)  (carrier) (Wilhom hemophilia)  (camer)
XY XX XY XX
Children




* Indian Scientists Develop Novel Gene Therapy for Haemophilia

* Background:
 Haemophilia A is a rare hereditary blood clotting disorder caused by a
faulty gene.
* |t causes severe, spontaneous, and potentially fatal bleeding episodes.

* Current treatment involves frequent injections of clotting factors.

e ARAT dATR o IATRITRAT & [T AdiT ST AT fanfaa &r
» JSSHA:

éﬁ?ﬂﬂtﬁlﬁm H?R?H EI'QIIo-IdId IGFd Pl UFHT STHA T [dPR § ST
arSqur Sl &

« g ?JTSQT ggol 3R '\’:rﬁilTﬁ?r T  °der TFddd Tiuaig &l Rl
EIT-IFIT |

« IIHA 3UTR H FAICIT PPl & d-IX ol AHAT g




New Gene Therapy:
Indian scientists have developed a novel gene therapy for Haemophilia A.
The therapy involves introducing a healthy gene into the body using an adenovirus as a carrier.

This gene helps the body produce clotting factor VIII, which is missing in people with Haemophilia A.

I8 Sifel AT
IR A & e T & v teh aAd S T Fsfaa i &1

ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%@ﬁWﬂWW%Wﬁ@Wﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂm
2 |

;_E;ITS%'H R &I FACIT e VIIUST Fad H HAGE Al &, ol APl T drel o9 H gl
|




* Clinical Trial:
e Aclinical trial was conducted on five patients in Tamil Nadu.
* None of the patients experienced any bleeding episodes during a 14-month follow-up period.

* This suggests that the gene therapy is safe and effective.

o HcIfeleh TLI&TOT:

» dfAAS H 9rT Fell W Felfoishel grdel fohar I,

» 14 A &Y Al 3 & N fhdl off AN &l TFawra chlaﬂéagraqaaﬁgaﬂ
- SHY Ul oIl § o ST MY AT 3R Jemrdy g




* Potential Benefits:

* Gene therapy could be a one-time solution for Haemophilia A,
eliminating the need for frequent injections.

* It could significantly improve the quality of life for people with
Haemophilia A.

* Challenges:
* The cost of gene therapy is currently high.

* Further research is needed to optimize the therapy and make it more
accessible.
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INmRIEF mrecton | Recent killings in Parents donate body

-
GOVE MUsSt ensure protection
des]

of minorities in

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday sakd the Centre must ensure

)
esh. This comes even as maultiple

responsibility. Ver, she said, “As
ision, e are showing more ne-sponslbl.ll[)'

The rask that should be done b th

Minister is being done by the upposmm

Lawvyer Vrinda Grover not to
represent R.G. Kar victim's kin
Supreme Court advocate Vrinda Grover an

sday announced that she will no longer
represent the Eamily of the doctor who was raped
and murdered at Kolkara's R.G. Kar

cnviding
10 thee victims farally nor anly ot (he Supreme
he Caloutta High Court and

the trial in the case has
commenced. “At this stage, on account of certain
Intervening factors and ch nces, the

ibes of Advocate Veinda Grover is

constrained to withdraw from the case
proceedings in this matter and will no lenger be
representing the victim family,” a statement said.

Bangladesh
get five years’
imprisonment

MUBLEAD

The National Investigation
3 Special
has se

Five
imprisonment for illegal
infiltration inte ndia and
possession of fake docu-
ments, the NLA sald i a
press  statement
Wednesday.

The three accused per.

The case had originated

puts received regarding
weral Bangladeshi na-
tionals staying in Pune

on its Investiga-
the N1A filed a char-
gesheet on September 7,
2015, against the accused
under Section 1208 oa'me

Bastar raise concern
amid security gains

BARPUR

he killings of five
people allegedly by
Maxals in the past
seven days in Bijapur dis-
et of Chhanisgarh has

the BIP worke:
do, 35,
on Toesd.

toak res-

This comes: c| on the
heels of similar incidents
on December 4 when twao
former s ches, one of
them a BIF worker, were
I.ed

he latest to be killed is a BJP worker in Bijapur: in almost all the cases,
thaat the victim w

informer, according to police

Seperd an bastmile
delhrery. SHUBHOMEY S

Ermaple in the irericr vilages of Chisttis,

who sre critical for

all of these
cases, it was said that the
victin was a police inform-

who
ecute the orders for the
Maoists.
With the State cracking
ks wit

T
.sec:[ntrl 471 for us‘jng
forged documents, Sec-
Tiohs 17, 15 And 20 of the
Unlawful Activities  [Pre-
wvention] Act, 1967 for un-
Ia’wiul activities and terro-
rism, 4 of the

Foreigmers Ace, 5540,

n sepa-

at= places in Bijapur dis-
trict And on December &,
‘when a woman anganwadi
assistant was murdered in
the district. r o
man  was strangled  to
death by Maoists here an
December 7.

down on the o
At ol the 68 i contimants anflManis ap
e

were from Bijapur. There
have been past waves of
such killings too arcund
panchayat elections  and
ather such events, but this

of newborn baby for
medical education

MEW DELHI

ahira and Nanc:

coup!
nare their nfant daughters
body for the purpose of

al educaton and

week-old babys body had
been previously donated at
AlMS, Delhs.

know about the death of
my . he asked us if
e her

A
Magar village in Haridwar

This case s likely to

donation in India,
savs a NGO official

years aga.
The baby, who died just
two-and-a-half after
birth, was their second
«child. 'rhoug'h the extend-
ed family the
Couple in their dec dedslnn 1o

nare their chiki's body,
the final call was taken by
s, Nancy.

Making her immortal
y daughter before I
g L properly. By
donating her
mmaking bt Imosoreal. She

admitted in

godde: dge
and this baby girl too will
help in making students
the anatomy of a in-
fant chrough her, said Ra-
jesh Maurya, a doceor in
The Anaramy Deparament.

ILO report asks nations to uphold
freedom of association at work

cognition of the t o
coll i

The report, focusing o Ing had deteriorared by 7%
ipeakievel soctal dialogue:  between 2015 and ZoZr
LSy, alse “This decline was driven

countries o an increase in

equlp Iabﬁur administra- of the nral civil 1i-
thoms and social partners  berties and  bargaining
with the necessary re-  rights of employers, work-

sources and rechnical ca-
pacities. for efflective parti-

ers, and their representa-
tive organisations,” the re-

Warkera® rightts: The ILO has said that governrments must
recognise the right to callective Bargaining, FLE ProTa

-ensuring fair and inclusive
low-carbon  and

‘that br
sentatives of
s and

sultatbon and tlomn
Issues relating
1 labnul_ Sconpmes

n-

partite
so mvolve gowermment re-
prammmes. the report

This edition of the So-

India accounts for half of malaria
cases in Southeast Asia in 2023

EW DELHL

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) Sourh East
Asia ﬂmllr]hu[es
abouwt 1.5% of the

alarls cases ghabally rd

mated malaria cases in the

£0 6,000 i 2 . To-  region fell from 228 mil-
gether, India and mdone- n In 2000 1o 4 million in
sia accounted 2008 - » eeduction. of
88% of malaria deaths in
the 2 e period 2022

This Is according to the 2023, four ountries
WD lartoe World Mala.  achleved  reductians i

rla Repore (2t cznzq: released

Praventive mode: 4 health & mEkess Eees # mmalana injection te &
Aoidjan af heory Coast i West Aftica. FLE PHOTO

rea  (+47.9%), Thafland
(+46.4%) and Myanmar
(45.1%).

ed ca 3% de-
crease in case incidence
since 3 o the report
)
Meanwhile, new e
from the WHO revealed

serious bl
threar, paricularly | e
WO AfTic: -
Accondeng to WS las-
est World malaria report,

presents about 11 million
more cases in 2023 com-

cipation in PLSD part said an Bangladesh (-5.2%), India by n 2000 and 2023, the s number of
1t found that countries The report argues that The repor( notes thar  ¢2.6%), Indonesia (-5.7%)  from 17.7 to 2.3 per 1000 deaths. Meanwhile. as of
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Dispelling darkness

It is easy to dispel earthly darkness by lighting a lamp.

wine weapon seranga (how) o be i light
]amp of knowl _ Accordingly, sararga was borm as
Azhwwar in the Tamil . under

6
=]

-
3

[T

DIFFICULTY FATING: W T T TT

Py yentarday s
8 A7]253
3 569847
5 B3 2|1 96|
1 7 9 4 a8l
al 62 1 s
rdl 385 6]
2 146 ]
5 2/518 al
& 873 o

The Kartiga svar, sabd

Unbike the other Vaishnavite saints, Tirumangai led an
ordinary Efe. One day, e held up the procession of mesly
weds, wha were nofie other than e and Thayar.
Wihe: tried to remove the toe ring of the deity
but could not, the Brigand bit the metal, but 1o no avall,

undantakam (30 verses) , Tiraveszh
rumadal (155 lines) and

Ip dispel igno-
| form a significant porthon of Nalayi-

hese waorks all
Bty Prabiedarn

It 1o Belisved that he was reborn many tmes, Inchiding
as Mampillal and Asukavi villurswamil (born under same
star). During the month of Kartigal (from December & Lo
1), at pavitrotsavam of Rama at Vaduwur, the Lord
smilingly listens to the discourse on Villurswami's Sanskrit
on His smdle.
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India accounts for half of malaria
cases in Southeast Asia in 2023

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) South East
Asia Region contributes
about 1.5% of the burden of
malaria cases globally and
India accounted for about
half of all estimated cases
in 2023, followed by Indo-
nesia, which carried just
under one-third.

Estimated malaria
deaths in the region fell by
82.9%, from 35,000 in
2000 to 6,000 in 2023. To-
gether, India and Indone-
sia accounted for about
88% of malaria deaths in
the region.

This is according to the
WHO'’s latest World Mala-
ria Report (2024) released
on Wednesday.

The report notes that
since 2000, the WHO
South-East Asia Region has
made remarkable progress
against malaria and esti-

e

Preventive mode: A health employee gives a malaria injection to a
child in Abidjan of Ivory Coast in West Africa. FILE PHOTO

mated malaria cases in the
region fell from 22.8 mil-
lion in 2000 to 4 million in
2023 - a reduction of
82.4%.

“In the period 2022-
2023, four countries
achieved reductions in
their malaria caseload —
Bangladesh (-9.2%), India
(-9.6%), Indonesia (-5.7%)
and Nepal (-58.3%). Mean-
while, three countries saw
case increases — Democrat-
ic People’s Republic of Ko-

rea (+47.9%), Thailand
(+46.4%) and Myanmar
(45.1%).

In 2023, both Timor-
Leste and Bhutan reported
zero indigenous cases of
malaria.

A reduction in case inci-
dence of 87% was achieved
between 2000 and 2023,
from 17.7 to 2.3 per 1000
population at risk.

“These gains have been
largely attributed to pro-
gress in India, which saw

17.7 million fewer estimat-
ed cases and a 93% de-
crease in case incidence
since 2000,” the report
said.

Meanwhile, new data
from the WHO revealed
that an estimated 2.2 bil-
lion cases of malaria and
12.7 million deaths have
been averted since 2000,
but the disease remains a
serious global health
threat, particularly in the
WHO African Region.

According to WHO’s lat-
est World malaria report,
there were an estimated
263 million cases and
5,97,000 malaria deaths
worldwide in 2023. This re-
presents about 11 million
more cases in 2023 com-
pared to 2022, and nearly
the same number of
deaths. Meanwhile, as of
November 2024, 44 coun-
tries and one territory had
been certified malaria-free
by WHO.



e Malaria in Southeast Asia:

* The Southeast Asia region accounts
for 1.5% of global malaria cases.

* India accounts for half of all
estimated malaria cases in the
region in 2023.

* Indonesia accounts for just under
one-third of cases.

e Estimated malaria deaths in the
region fell by 82.9% from 2000 to
2023.

* India and Indonesia together
account for about 88% of malaria
deaths in the region.
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* Global Malaria Progress:

e Estimated 2.2 billion malaria cases and 12.7 million deaths have been averted
since 2000.

e 44 countries and one territory have been certified malaria-free by WHO.
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* Progress in Southeast Asia:
* Malaria cases in the region fell by 82.4% from 2000 to 2023.
* Between 2022 and 2023, malaria cases decreased in Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, and Nepal.

* Meanwhile, cases increased in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Myanmar, and
Thailand.
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 Additional Points

* India's Progress:
 India saw a 9.6% decrease in malaria cases between 2022 and 2023.
A reduction in case incidence of 87% was achieved between 2000 and 2023.

* |India's progress is largely attributed to political commitment and sub-national
actions.
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e Other Countries:

* Timor-Leste and Bhutan reported zero indigenous malaria cases in

2023.
* Nepal reported only 15 indigenous cases.
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e What is Malaria?

e About: Malaria, a life-threatening disease caused by Plasmodium
parasites, is transmitted by female Anopheles mosquitoes.

* Of the five species infecting humans, P. falciparum and P. vivax are the
most dangerous.

» After biting an infected person, a mosquito transmits malaria
parasites to the next person it bites. The parasites travel to the liver,
mature, and then infect red blood cells.



* Approximately 95% of the population lives in malaria-endemic
regions, with 80% of cases occurring in tribal, hilly, and inaccessible
areas that house 20% of the population.

* In 2022, India represented 66% of malaria cases in the WHO South-
East Asia Region, with Plasmodium vivax responsible for nearly 46% of
these cases.



* Treatment:

 WHO-recommended malaria vaccine like RTS,S/AS0O1 and
R21/Matrix-M

e Global Initiatives: World Malaria Day — 25th April (launched in 2007)
WHO Global Malaria Programme (GMP) (launched in 2015)



 Government Initiatives Related to Malaria:
« National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) — 1953
* National Vector-Borne Disease Control Programme — 2003

« Malaria Elimination Research Alliance-India (MERA-India) —
Launched on the eve of ‘World Malaria Day’ in 2019.

« National Strategic Plan: Malaria Elimination 2023-27
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SALUTING A LEGEND
Gukesh wishes Anand on his :;::th
birthday. calls him “an inspir:

n
12 may not have been a perfect day for D. Gukesh, but he didn't
Anand wh him and.

forget.

THE GAMEPLAN

“Will continue my career. but
ma lay fewer tournaments’

FORMALITY
FIFA announces the hosts for the
V

~
Ssudi Arabia will host the men's football Warkd Cup in 2034 white

Indian prodigies, a happy

. “He s

play chess. T

this
ook —Diog Uren sakd
. . 5

13, cram,

wishing the legend on his 55th birthday.

'ﬂ-y** play

fewer tourmaments, more rapid and blitz than ciassical™

rocco, FIFA

the be held in Spain, Po
snncunced

President Gianni infanting

lwlll:\nﬂngav"u:!

single

bid, they were confirmed by acclamation.

BOOKING A SPOT

Steelers prove too hot for Bull:

become first team to qualify

confirmed #ts pla

SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

after a resoundis

aryans ing.
s victory over Bengaluns Bulls in their PKL 11 match in Pune on

Vi ot

15
U Mumbs

ponts, ha
eased past Tamil e alores #7-31 b tha 2 et

It all comes down to the final
day after Game 13 ends in draw

SINGAPORE
f Ding Lir
some  background

contender: Anuradha Sri-
ram’s Karuppu thaan enak-
ku pidicha colouru (The co-
lour 1 like is Black).

But for a blip in Game 11,
in which he last with black

n chess. A
draw with black pleces is
considered worthier than
with white. It is almost
priceless when you could
do it in the penultimate

S0 whh{ust one game re-
the classical for-
mat, the match is thed 6.5-

afier Game I3 ended fn 2

“On Thursday, the win-
ner of Game 14 will beco

the World champlon. 1f ieis
a draw, the te

\\'uh Imlhzm fweminu& o nuke 10 moves,

ﬁn(h the ()nh one Llu( wll] salv'

speed chess will be played
on me following day.
. when he
T gy = Sk
to make 10 moves. Ding
found the only one that
is posi

possibly devastating defeat

at such a stage of the match

with  just one game
remaini

So, he found 31..

Ding Is the defending

able to complete the 40
moves In the first time
control.

e has su ed to do
that for much of the match.
It was no rent in Game

3.
And Gukesh had come
up with an opening

to walt for his rival to arrive
every

He opened by pushing
his King's pawn by two

squares (1 e4), something
he had done in the first
game. which he had lost.
As was the case in that
Ding repliad ‘it
French Def
opportun-
fry o pur in i daep trou-
e after the latter erred

voungster missed the cru-
cial rook exchange, and
then Ding came up with

game-saving move
wlh Msn)ok

going o be a draw

o i e Al 1t vty
after 68 moves, with a rook-
and-pawn ending.

unfrnlnapom'lli\

GAME 13: MOVES
-~

Rec3- 61 g4 Ha3 62 he Re3 &3
RbG> KIT 64 15 h5+ 65, KIS Redr
6. KF3 Ac3+ 67. Kfa Reas 65, Ki3
Re3e

Game drawn

Agassi praises Alcaraz, but
with a sprinkling of caution

&1

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

What sportspensons covet

the most is the respect of
their pecrs and appracie:
tion from past champions.
1n a short career, Carlos AL

nesse like [Roger] Federer.”
said Agassi on the sidelines
of the TIE Global Summit

injuries
huck... there are so many

But one thing everyone
will agree on is that Alca-
raz, along with Jannik Sin-
has ushered in

P think Rl rin oui of
energy more than capabili-
ty, especially when the pe-
ople

rediscover my mspnuuon
Djokovic has lost the guys

A mix of the Big Three: Agassi fects Aicaraz defends I Djokovic,
has power and spin ke Nadal, and has hands and finesse
like Federer. FLE PHOTO. VIVEK BENDSE

Agassi was part of a gol-
den generation of Ameri-
can singles players in the

Open, the United States
hasn’t had one. The eight-
tme Slam winner, howev-
ex, believes this could soon

ange.
e [havel got five

in the top 20 (5. 25), ana T

think you need each other

to succeed. In my group, [

was the first one to turn

to win (1989 French Open].
He made Pete believe that
he could win. then
made Courler believe. And

Courier said, “well, I can be
No. 1in the world". We all
helped each other, and [
think these Americans are
now starting to prove [the
same]”.

The women, though,
are up lhere, with Coco
Gauff ading

smile. -But they have their
own version of . Serena
TWilliams] 1 the Novak of
the women's game and you
have Coco who has got
poten

“The reason for Ameri-
can {men] not winning is

There’s not a lot left there™.

Can Nitish the bowler be the answer
to India’s balancing act in Tests?

IND MEN IN AUS

BRISSANE

perennial search for the
fast bowling all-rounder.
Early rival wickets and

fe hands and the
1983 World Cup!

Practical demands
Four decades since Kapil
stepped aside, the guest
for his replacement is now
constriceed by practical de-

LTI lidate
should bowl at a reasona-
ble speed. not necessarily

a few vital runs, not per-

ted into this toned-down
requirement

To be fair, Manoj Prab-
hakar was a strong conten-
der, and at one time he

[ »

Spring in the st
bonwder comes to the fore. AP

Stuart Binny, Hardik Pan-
dya and Shardul Thakur, to
name a few, have all been
rough the prism of

o 1 M5 Dhoni, ear-
lier, and Rishabh Pant now,

give that all-round punch,
both as. -keeper

Lance,

e query for
bowling coach Morne Mor-

wndia will be a more dangerous side # Nitish the

kel's words at Perth, seem
“He is one of

ne end uj
hits the bat a little

bit harder than you think.
It is a lovely opportunity
fill that all-roun-

der spot. He s a player you

THé dahid drkies seathi
down the ground or the
scoops on either side be-
hind the smpe Bave been
from the top-drawer even
if Pat Cummins nailed him
on the ramp-shot at the
Adelaide Oval where Aus-
tralia pulled one back and
levelled the series 1.
Nitish has also offered
relief to malnstream s

often a surprise,
plk:ue success when the

ﬁnned un their plans will

o the bdians landed in

e rting with the
third’ Test at the Gabba
here from Saturday, and
does well, it will surely
leave Rohit Sharma's men
in a happy space.

McSweeney growing
in confidence

‘marters get even more deli-
cate as the former opener
& now keeping a close eye
asa

SETTY IMAGES

McSweeney, though, has
Gabba, his home ground to
lean on. Back in a familiar

environment here on Wed-

and get through a wicky pe-
riod was massive.

Iy I can spend some more
time out there with him. 1
g0t two good balls in Perth.
1 had some confidence to
g0 o Adelaide and really

1
know really well, so hope-
fully I can spend some tire
out there and put A
ina
Drawing snznglh from

the 67run second-wicket
parmership that he shared

ith Marnus Labuschagne
Suring the sccond Teers
firse innings at the Adelaide
Oval,

Hously 2 bit of a weather in
the w days, but it’s a
h-g wxy from the

(third Test). At the Gabba, it

Marnus m. nnbe]
aie ot b e comti of e
game. For us to come out

Irfan’s goal proves the
difference for CFC

s

CHENNAL

Chennalyin FC secured its
first home win of the In-
dian Super League season
after edging Hyderabad FC
1-0 at the Jawahal
Stadium
Wednesday.
CFC opened the smrmg
in the fifth minute
Vadtuad Fomnd the bacis of
the net after running up to
a  beautfully weighted
through ball from Lukas
Hramhﬂh

hele on

FC managed to slowly
case lesclf Ints the game,
with Andrei Alba testing
Mohammad Nawaz with a
strike from distance.
The visitor's best chance

Sweet: ifan gave CFC its first home win of the season. v veDkas

The match took an un-
fortunate pause, 10 mi-
nutes into the second half
after substieute Elstnho col-

with t

ound while

time, Connor Shields was

sent off after receiving a se-
ond vellow for

time-wasting.

However, Irfan’s early
strike remained the point
of difference.

bt Channaryin FC 1
{irfan 5} Bt fyderabac FE 0

-+




FORMALITY

FIFA announces the hosts for the
2030 and 2034 men’s World Cups

GETTY IMAGES

Saudi Arabia will host the men’s football World Cup in 2034 while
the 2030 edition will be held in Spain, Portugal and Morocco, FIFA
President Gianni Infantino announced following a virtual
extraordinary Congress. With both the editions having only a single
bid, they were confirmed by acclamation.



FIFA World Cup
FIFAWORLD CUP

Organising body  FIFA
Founded 1930; 94 years ago
Region International

Number of teams 32
(48 from 2026 onwards)

Related FIFA Women's World
competitions Cup
FIFA U-20 World Cup
FIFA U-17 World Cup

Current champions Argentina (3rd title)

Most successful Brazil (5 titles)
team(s)



Confederation

Times R
hosted T

Hosts

Upcoming hosts

UEFA
(Europe)

1934, ltaly; 1938, France,

1954, Switzerland; 1958, Sweden;
1966, England; 1974, West Germany;
1982, Spain; 1990, Italy; 1998, France;
2006, Germany; 2018, Russia

2030, Spain & Portugal

CONMEBOL
(South America)

1930, Uruguay; 1950, Brazil; 1962, Chile;
1978, Argentina; 2014, Brazil

CONCACAF
(North and Central America
and Caribbean)

1970, Mexico; 1986, Mexico;
1994, United States

2026, Canada, Mexico & United States

AFC
(Asia)

2002, South Korea & Japan; 2022, Qatar

2034, Saudi Arabia

CAF
(Africa)

2010, South Africa

2030, Morocco

OFC
(Oceania)




Seven matiches,

Luzhniki
] including the final,
2018 | gmm Russia 12/11 3,031,768 64 47,371 78,011 | Stadium,
all at Luzhniki
Moscow
Stadium
Three matches,
Lusail Stadium, including the final,
2022 mm Qatar 8/5 3,404,252 64 53,191 88,966 _ _
Lusail all at Lusail
Stadium
I+l Canada
BB Mexico
2026 ) 16/16 104
== United
States
Il Morocco
Portugal
2030 E = 20/20 104
Spain" 1]
Saudi
2034 = ) 15/5 104
Arabia
Overall 43,936,730 964 45,577 173,850/°¢!  Maracana

Stadium, Rio de
Janeiro (1950)
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NEED TO BE ALERT:
NEW RBI GOVERNOR

SINCE 1932

LOW REAL INCOME GROWTH IMPACTS DEMAND

Concern in Govt: Pvt sector profit at
15-year high but salaries stagnant

From services to
manufacturing,
wages show
marginal growth

THE SHARP slusmp in econoemic
Zrowth rate to 5.4 per cent in

sector despite 4x (four times)

TOOLITIIEHIKEFDRTIJOLOHG
Average wase (ENR) acrass six sectors from 2019 to 2023
2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 [ 2023 |

Sesment

Best
e

{asasa
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FaCDFMCE | 10808
o sox
Logistics l1ss3a
ey msa

16254 | 16706 | 36735 | 17475 |

21155 | 1608 20608
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CACH froees 207 1o 2023 Seswce: Quess Payeot

Viaze

rowen”
28%
osx
sax
aox
azx

moos mers| 3%

growth in profits over the last

fous years, is cne

behind the slowing of demand.

DAY AFTER NOTICE TO MOVE NO-TRUST MOTION

Our voice not heard, Dhankhar disrupts
House, loyal to ruling party: Opposition

Opposition INDIA bloc o
Wednesday called him the

tice. For the last three years.
rather than prosiding tme ard
for Opposition mem

to raise critical issues. the

The nogice Sor his remeoval is noe
CONT 2

Rajya Sabha Ch

What has rigsered conver-
satioes. boand-

and besween the two. is 2 repart
red for the sovernsment

industry chamber FICCI and

P Lid. 2 tech-enabled

staffing firm with 3. 000-plus

clients. which showed that the

worse for wee
sectors is a meagre or negative
“oxze

rooms, key

BJP rallies to his defence: Insult to
Jats & farmers, bid to deflect Soros

NEW DELHI. DECEMSER 11

HITTING a1 the Opporsitio:
for its notice on Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar. the BJP on
WWed resdry Soughe B frasme it as.
an~insul- tothe Jat

argeting the Congress. the

Bjm.mm. tactic

keep the spotlight away from

the “connectsons- between the

Nehru-Gandhi family and bil-
onaire Ceorge Soros

“Toda: stk about

farmer's soa who comes froem a
ble backgrous The
Congress and s allies know that
the numbers are not stacked in
thed This notice is going
£o fall But just to insulk the jat

gaste are b.mg.m. 2 no-confi-
denc, the son of

and to a “farmer's son from 4
humble =

Bont  : fanmmar: | Japdect:

a
o1

PAYOUT OF RS 1,000 A MONTH
Delhi Finance stalls AAP scheme
‘Risky, won’t be viable’

for women:

GAYATHRIMAN
NEW DELHI DECEMBER 1

IF THE Mukhyamantrs Mahila
Sameman

throush a loan will be financialy
Db

. The tndian

Sidies, which is 15% of the total

Missing carring, laptop: Some lost, found
>arliament stories beyond the ‘note wad’

EPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DEL HI. DECEMBER 11

THE TRAIL of the “wad of cur

chat the de-

khas. This is an insult toa

to high-cost borrowings.

ance and Planaing

its open-

Poinien o that high recurrng
spending on such schemes will
be“improper and risky”, partic-
ularly when Deli has to resort

’-" =

Partiament's Table Office ks where items left beh
PARLIAMENT.

Iy put up

e R st ok
Officials sad they have sub-
mitted their comments 1o the
conT 2

firsz time in the hi
v giving a motice of
this kind against the Chairman,~
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

THE WORLD

AFGD-IAN MINISTER
HAQQANI
KII_LED IN KABUL
EXPLOSION
U.S-SRAELI PLAN
BEHIND OUSTER OF
ASSAD': KHAMENE!

PAGE

ol by

. PAGE &

where all things lost — and al-
most all found — Land up in the
Hor erse Deing an exception.

“Most members are guiety
recurned their belongings.

Staff meraber says,
2 haas e ying with them since
the Last Session.

The case of recovered cash.
announced by Ralya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
himself in the House and dis-

conT 2

T7.00 (T8 BIMAR & RAPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEX PRESS COM

WHAT HAS made mat-
fers wosse for workers
& meagre or negative
groeth in real incomes
Ce_wage growth when
ctjusted foc < peios dae

urged India Inc to look
weithin.

HC judge’s anti-Muslim
remarks: Opp MPs sign
on notice to impeach

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI. DECEMSER11

THE OPPOSITION INDEA biloc pas—

Court judge Justice Shekhar
Karmar Yadav his con-

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

ALL. WE IléAGINE ABE

THIS GOLD, LOVED GLOBALLY

Khalistan ‘flag’ case:
US says cannot share
Pannun bank details

MAHENDER SINGH
NRAL
DELHI DECEMBER 11

POLICE AUTHORITIES in the US
have expressed thes inability to
provide decails of bank accounts
and phone numbers related to

Pannun,

Khalistan flag Stop the District

troversial and derogatory re-
marks about Meshims at an event
organised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad Last week.
Sources said as many as 36
Opposition MPSs acrass parties
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Complex in
Mosga in Punjab in 2020, ai-
Begediy at the behest of Panmnarn.
Asied by the Nariomal
Investigation Agency (NIA) for
detass of bank account nusnbers
and phone numbers related to
Pannun, the US authoritses, cit-

ing their law. declined the re-

Wanted in India on terror
charges, Panoun ual cirs-
zenship of the US and Canada.
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Best wishes to
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on his birthday
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LOW REALINCOME GROWTH IMPACTS DEMAND

Concernin Govt: Pvt sector profit at
15-year high but salaries stagnant
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Kannada writer Devanur Mahadeva
to receive 2024 Vaikom Award today

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 11

CELEBRATING THE significance of
social justice and literary excel-
lence, the 2024 Vaikom Award
was conferred upon Devanur
Mahadeva, one of Kannada litera-
ture’s most celebrated voices and
a lifelong advocate for the op-
pressed. The prestigious award, to
be presented by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin during the in-
auguration of the Vaikom
Memorial Building Thursday,
highlights Mahadeva’s towering
contributions toliterature and ac-
tivism, according to a statement
from the Tamil Nadu government.

The Vaikom Award, instituted
in 2023 to honour individuals or
organisations from across India
whoembody the values of equal-
ity and justice, recognises
Mahadeva's extensive work in ad-
vocating for Dalit rights, his liter-
ary achievements, and his ideo-
logical synthesis of Gandhi and
Ambedkar’s philosophies. The
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award is linked to the Vaikom
Satyagraha, between 1924 to
1925, aimed at challenging caste-
based restrictions onaccesstothe
Vaikom Temple in Kerala. The
Satyagraha, which marked a sig-
nificant step in India’s struggle
against untouchability and in-
spired subsequent temple entry
movements across the country,
was backed by Mahatma Gandhi,
and E V Ramasamy, or ‘Periyar’,
the Tamil social reformer.

Born in 1948 in Karnataka’s
Devanuruvillage, Mahadeva has
remained steadfast in his mission
touplift the lives of marginalised
communities. His literary career,
though modest in volume, is
monumental in impact.
Mahadeva’s early works, such as
the short novel ‘Odalaala’ (1978)
and the award-winning
‘Kusumabale’ (1988), delve into

the complexities of Dalit life with
an insider’s authenticity. These
works earned him accolades, in-
cluding the Sahitya Akademi
Award and the Padma Shri,
which he returned in 2015 as a
protest against rising intolerance.

Mahadeva is one of several
literary figures in Karnataka who
have faced death threats from ul-
tra-Hindu groups, leading au-
thorities to provide him with a
security ring for his protection.
His narratives traverse the inti-
mate and the universal, focusing
on survival, resilience, and the
systemic forces that perpetuate
inequality. Renowned criticG S
Amur had written about
Mahadeva’s storytelling as one
capturing “a community which
had melted into darkness” and
framing it within larger societal
issues. Mahadeva's writing not
only documents the Dalit
experience but also challenges
caste hierarchies through indige-

nous narrative forms.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com



 Devanur Mahadeva to Receive 2024 Vaikom Award:

 Renowned Kannada writer Devanur Mahadeva will be honored with the prestigious 2024
Vaikom Award.

* The award recognizes his significant contributions to Kannada literature and his advocacy
for Dalit rights.
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* Vaikom Award and its Significance:

* The Vaikom Award is linked to the Vaikom Satyagraha of 1924-1925, a movement against
caste-based restrictions on access to the Vaikom Temple in Kerala.

* It honors individuals or organizations who embody the values of equality and justice.
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Devanur Mahadeva's Literary Contributions:

e Mahadeva's works delve into the complexities of Dalit life, often highlighting issues of
caste discrimination and social injustice.

e His novels, such as "Odalaala" and "Kusumabale," have been widely acclaimed.
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Why animals kill their young: many reasons, not just accident

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 11

ATIGRESS killed her three newborn cubs in
a zoo in West Bengal’s Siliguri last week
while carrying them in her mouth. Her teeth
damaged the windpipes of two cubs and the
skull of the third. A zoo official described the
deaths as “accidental”.

This was the second litter of Rika, the ti-
gress, who had struggled with her first litter
as well. In the same zoo, Rika’s sister Kika had
lost both her cubs last year — one died soon
after birth, and Kika abandoned the second,
leading to severe malnutrition.

Infanticide in mythology...

Infanticide has been a recurrent theme
in human history and mythology.

The ancient Spartans abandoned weak
and deformed newborns at the Apothetae
(place of rejection) on the slope of Mount
Taygetusin southern Greece, the philosopher
Plutarch wrote.

In Greek mythology, Cronus, the father of
Zeus, devoured his newborns after it was

prophesied that one of his children would
dethrone him. (Zeus escaped because Rhea,
Cronus’s consort, gave him a rock disguised
as the infant Zeus, which Cronus swallowed.)

The myths of Oedipus and Perseus pivot
on the abandonment of infants due to the
perceived threats they posed to their father
or grandfather.

...And among animals

Itis not uncommon in animals either.

The male of the species is responsible for
most infanticides in the wild. Upon taking over
arival'sterritory and females, male cats kill the
predecessor’s cubs, especially the males, tonip
future competition and promote his bloodline.

Far less common are instances of filial in-
fanticide in which the mother kills her cubs.

Resource management

Like the Spartans, animals do not invest
hard-earned resources in weak offspring, This
is why mothers, both in the wild and in cap-
tivity, often reject or kill their cubs selectively
to give the surviving ones a better chance.

M In September 2018, a lion cub born se-
verely underweight in Kolkata's Alipore Zoo

was abandoned by her mother Sruti two
days after the delivery.

M Earlier, in May 2013, leopard Basanti
abandoned her cub after 32 daysina zoo in
Jamshedpur. In Jhargram, also in Jharkhand,
another zoo leopard, Harshini, fed her cub
for six weeks before killing it in May 2020.

M InGwalior Zoo, tigress Meena invested
six months in her female cub who was born
weak before killing it in September 2022. Her
other cub, a healthy male, did well.

B In September 2023,
Sumatran tigress Zayana
killed her first cub after the
second cub of the litter was
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time mothers and mothers who were or-
phaned in theirinfancy sometimes struggle
torear cubs.

M In August 2019, lioness Kigali, a first-
time mother in Germany’s Leipzig Zoo, de-
voured her two cubs while grooming them.

M In August 2014, lioness Megha, also a
first-time mother, picked up her cubs within
hours of their birth in Indore Zoo, and all
three died of neck injuries.

M Rupa, a white tigress in Odisha’s
Nandankanan Zoo, stopped
feeding her first litter in March
2022, leading to the death of
two cubs, The third was hand-
raised.

stillborn in Auckland Zoo. In
January 2024, she delivered a
healthy litter of three, and raised the cubs
well. Some experts believe the stillbirth over-
whelmed Zayana; others think she wanted
toinvest in a bigger litter.

Hormones, inexperience
Conception and delivery trigger specific
hormones to induce maternal behaviour. A
hormonal imbalance, say experts, can lead
toaggression in cats towards their cubs, First-

M In April 2014, an African
lioness born in Pakistan’s Bahawalpur Zoo
attended to her first litter of four cubs for a
couple of days before refusing to feed them.

Aninexperienced mother can be over-anx-
ious while grooming or restraining her cubs.
They often riskinfection to their cubs by seem-
ingly innocuous acts like licking the severed
umbilical cords vigorously. But inexperience
can lead to deadlier consequences as well.

M In May 2014, four newborn tiger cubs

were killed under the weight of their
mother Gauri in Ranchi's Bhagwan Birsa
Biological Park.

M In May 2019, a tigress in Dublin zoo
rolled over her cub minutes after birth, killing
it instantly.

M And in June 2012, white tigress Ganga
killed one of her cubs by stepping on it in
Bokaro Zoo.

Not all mothers get wiser with experience.

After delivering a cubin June 2022, tigress
Lee in Maharashtra’s Gorewada Zoo
groomed it by licking before lifting it by the
tail to place it on dry grass. But while shift-
ing it the second time, her canines dug into
the cub’s neck. In February 2018, the same
tigress had caused fatal neck and head in-
juries to her four cubs.

Stress and insecurity

Even cats that are well accustomed to
captivity display an acute insecurity while
with cubs, and are often overcome by a des-
perate protection instinct.

In June 2012, when the regular lion
keeper at Hyderabad's Nehru Zoological Park
was absent, a substitute was sent to feed Rita,

a 12-year-old lioness with two small cubs.
Startled by the sight of a stranger, the lioness
bit hard into one of her cubs, killing it.

In June 2013, after a zoo in Antwerp,
Belgium, returned two lion cubs to their
mother’s enclosure after vaccination, the li-
oness, Lorena, bit them to death. The zoo de-
scribed Lorena as “a nervous lioness with a
fiery temper” who had also killed one of her
two cubs in 2011.

Easily misunderstood

In October 2018, Indianapolis Zoo staff
watched as the lioness Zuri attacked and
killed the lion Nyack, her companion of eight
years and the father of her three cubs.

There are no explanations for Zuri's violent
aggression —which spotlights the limits to our
understanding of animal behaviour inhuman
terms. Their unsentimental resource manage-
ment, say experts, are often misunderstood.

In the wild, a cat either eats her dead cubs
to regain some of the energy she expended
during pregnancy and feeding, or carries
them away so the carrion does not invite
predators to her surviving cubs. The same in-
stincts are visible in captivity as well.




* Animal Infanticide:
e Animals, both in the wild and captivity, sometimes kill their young.

* This behavior is not always accidental and can be influenced by various
factors.
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 Reasons for Infanticide:

* Resource Management: Animals may kill their young to conserve resources and ensure
the survival of the fittest offspring.

 Hormonal Imbalance: Hormonal changes after birth can sometimes lead to aggression
towards the young.
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* Insecurity and Stress: In captivity, animals may become stressed or insecure, leading to
aggressive behavior.

* Male Infanticide: Male animals may kill offspring that are not their own to eliminate competition.

* Mythological References: Infanticide is a recurring theme in mythology, often associated with
power struggles and divine intervention.
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Case Studies:

Numerous examples of animal infanticide are cited, including cases involving tigers, lions,
and other species.

These cases highlight the complexities of animal behavior and the various factors that
can contribute to infanticide.
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Internet Shutdowns in India



* The Union Government informed the
Supreme Court that it had written to
state chief secretaries to follow the
law laid down by the apex court in
the Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of

India Case on the issue of internet
shutdowns.

 About

* India has collectively had more than
500 instances of Internet shutdowns.



* A total of 13 States and Union
Territories imposed shutdowns in
2023, where seven of them
disrupted Internet services five or
more times.

e Shutdowns spanning over five days
or more shot up from 15% of all
shutdowns in 2022 to more than
41% in 2023.




* Legal Provisions Relating to Internet Shutdown

* Grounds: Indian States and Union Territories can impose an internet
shutdown only in case of a “public emergency” or in the interest of
“public safety”, according to the Indian Telegraph Act.

 However, the law does not define what qualifies as an emergency or safety
issue.

* Till the year 2017, shutdowns were imposed largely under Section
144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).



e Section 144 of CrPC gave the police and the District Magistrate the powers in order
to prevent unlawful gathering of people and also to direct any person to abstain
from a certain activity.

 However, in 2017 the law was amended and the Government promulgated
the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety)
Rule 2017.

* They include ensuring transparency, reviewing the shutdown after 48 hours, and
giving citizens an opportunity to challenge the shutdown.



* Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India Case:
—1In 2020 the Supreme Court by ruling on Jammu and Kashmir
Internet shutdown held that indefinite internet shutdowns by the
State is not permissible under Indian Constitution.
— The apex Court further stated that imposition of Section144 can
not be used as a mechanism to avoid genuine protest which is
permitted under the Constitution.




1. Section 144 has very specific parameters, only if those parameters
are satisfied then only a Magistrate can pass the orders.
Key Highlights of the orders:
— Usage of the Internet is the Fundamental Right under Article 19 of
the Indian Constitution.
— Internet shutdowns can be of temporary period but not for

indefinite period.
— Government to publish all orders imposing restrictions under

Section 144.
— The Court had also said that any order with regard to Internet

Shutdowns will come under Judicial Scrutiny.
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The World Solar Report 2024 was released by the International Solar Alliance
(ISA).

Key findings

Rise in Solar Capacity: From 1.22 GW in 2000, the world’s solar capacity has surged
to 1,419 GW in 2023, charting a CAGR of about 36%.

Solar capacity represents three-quarters of all renewable capacity additions
globally in 2023.

Employment: Solar PV sector employed 7.1 million people globally in 2023.



* New Solar Technologies

* Quantum Dot Solar Cells: It achieved a record efficiency
of 18.1%, enhancing energy capture and enabling atmospheric water
harvesting.

* Solar Paver Blocks and BIPV: Integration of solar technology into
infrastructure, including transparent solar panels for light
transmission and visibility.

* Solar-Powered Phyto-Mining uses plants to extract valuable metals
sustainably, powered by solar energy.



* Global Market Share
* China: It dominates with 43% of global installed solar capacity.

e Other Major Players: U.S. (10%), Japan, Germany, and India (5-6%
each).

* Emerging markets like Brazil, Australia, and Spain each contribute 2%.






Recently, the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) highlighted the Ayush Visa, an
initiative to promote medical value travel (MVT) for foreigners
seeking treatment in India's traditional medicine systems.

About: Ayush Visa introduced in 2023 with four sub-categories:
Ayush Visa (AY-1), Ayush Attendant Visa (AY-2), e-Ayush Visa, and
e-Ayush Attendant Visa.
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* About: Ayush Visa introduced in
2023 with four sub-categories:

Ayush Visa (AY-1), Ayush
Attendant Visa (AY-2), e-Ayush

Visa, and e-Ayush Attendant
Visa.



 Medical Value Travel Initiatives:

« Advantage Healthcare India Portal: A one-stop portal for
International patients seeking medical or wellness treatment in India.

* Ayush Medical Value Travel Summit 2024: Organized in September
2024 in Mumbai, focusing on integrating traditional Indian medicine
with modern healthcare for global synergy.



Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



* Which of the following statements is NOT true about the new gene
therapy for haemophilia A developed by Indian scientists?

* Options:

* a) It involves using an adenovirus as a carrier to deliver a healthy gene. b)
It is a one-time solution that eliminates the need for frequent injections.
c) It has been approved by the US FDA for commercial use. d) The clinical
trial results showed a significant reduction in bleeding episodes.
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* Which country accounted for the largest share of estimated malaria
cases in Southeast Asia in 20237

- foh < A 2023 A gf@or-qa T A gAAT AARAT AT
T g8 &7 TB&dr A1?

* Options:

* a) Indonesia /éé'}lﬁl‘f@'m b) India / AR c) Thailand / zrréﬁg d)

Myanmar / FITHIY




* Which of the following countries reported zero indigenous malaria cases
in 20237

» 2023 H AFATET H F 5T U a Yed TSR FRAT AT
I =T &r?

* Options:

* a) India / AR b) Indonesia /é?lﬁ‘f%TﬂT c) Timor-Leste / TdAR-ITd d)
Myanmar / FITHIY




e The Vaikom Award is linked to which historical event?
» JhIH WEHR g VA geT & 3T 87

* Options:

* a) Indian Independence Movement / ARAIT TadIdT 3elelod b)
Vaikom Satyagraha / dhTH HcATdg c) Non-Cooperation I\/Iovement/
T IIET 3ol d) Quit India Movement / AR I N A




 What is the primary cause of Haemophilia A?

« STAITRIORIT T ol YTUTAS HROT AT g7

* Options:
* a) Excessive bleeding / 37cd T8 {FdHTd
* b) Deficiency of clotting factor VIII / FelTedT thereX VI T AT

e c) Overproduction of white blood cells / Qdd TFd HITARIIAT T
A 3cUle

* d) Genetic mutation in the hemoglobin gene/ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ?—r el H
3TeTafRNeh ScaRaciet




 What is the role of the adenovirus in the gene therapy for Haemophilia
A?

+ SIAITHRT T & S AT A TSAIGTIRE i &1 AT §72
* Options:
* a) To destroy the faulty gene/Eﬂ'Gl'CI;Usf S IGEIRGLAACLG]

* b) To produce clotting factor VIII directly/'\’:ﬁﬁ FollfedT tharel VI T
ocHiGqel Xl

* c) To deliver a healthy gene to the body's cells / QR T RITARIIT ol
Uh I Sl g e

* d) To suppress the immune system's response to the therapy / AT &
CIGRCIGES IR TG ‘;Iﬁl‘iéw_ﬂT I STl




* What is the main goal of gene therapy for Haemophilia A?
» BIAIKBIRAT T & foiv Sl AT &7 7T e 41 87

* Options:

* a) To cure the underlying genetic defect / mﬁ%a 3—11@3@55 aly hl
Sl T

* b) To manage symptoms and prevent bleeding episodes / ST&TOTT &l
qatle] il 3R IFIYTd & UAAIS I A

* ¢) To boost the immune system's response to infection / GhHAUT & Ui

STAXETT YUTTell Al YTATshaT &I FTaT ol

 d) To reduce the need for blood transfusions / {ad Gha0T hr
TITSAT Pl HH HLel




* What is the primary challenge in implementing gene therapy for
Haemophilia A?

-WU%W%Wﬁm&L*Gﬁﬂ@q Tl T

?

* Options:
* a) Identifying patients with the disease /flﬁl?ﬁ hr Uadlel hiddl

* b) Developing a safe and effective gene therapy vector / {-N—i‘ﬁﬁ IR
CEICIRCIG ﬂ%ﬁﬁ digeh A ia@d el

* ¢) Obtaining patient consent for the procedure/EIﬁw_?IIT & forw Qi &
TgHATd YTCd el

* d) High cost of treatment / 39d I 3T AR




* What is the long-term goal of gene therapy for Haemophilia A?

« SIAITRIAT T o forw ST IRAT 7 raeplioleh oI86T FIT g7

* Options:

* a) To develop a cure for the disease / U7 & TIT SollaT [ARTET HLAT
b) To reduce the frequency of bleeding episodes / T&FddId & TUAIS

@rmaﬁraﬁ hd hHia]

* ¢) To improve the quality of life for patients /URAT & SiideT hr
IUTaAT H FUR FHAT

. d) All of the above / 39U FHT




Word of the day

Sublimate:

the product of vapourisation of a solid;

direct energy or urges into useful activities;
make more subtle or refined; change or cause
to change directly from a solid into a vapour
without first melting; vapourise and then
condense right back again

Synonymes: rarefy, subtilise

Usa g€ I sublimated my grief by throwing
myself into work.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/sublimatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /'sablimert/




Fun Fact
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It is also possible to
determine the sex
of the person from

their lip prints!!
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Ladies, now, you can. jinad
out the one who kissed on
your man's shirt...jrom
the lipstick marks!!

Swipe to leatn more>>




ﬁ

ank
o you




