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DRDO carries out
test of long-range
cruise missile

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO) on Tuesday con-
ducted the maiden flight-
test of a Long Range Land
Attack Cruise Missile
(LRLACM), with a range of
1,000 km, from the Inte-
grated Test Range, Chandi-
pur off the coast of Odisha
from a mobile articulated
launcher. This is a new var-
iant of Nirbhay LRLACM
with improved features, of-
ficials confirmed.

The Defence Acquisition
Council had approved pro-
curement of the LRLACM
in July 2020.

The missile has been de-
veloped by the Aeronauti-

The Long Range Land Attack
Cruise Missile being launched
off Odisha. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cal Development Establish-
ment, Bengaluru.

Once inducted, the
LRLACM, similar to U.S.
Tomahawk cruise missile,
will give Indian armed forc-
es a longrange standoff
capability to strike targets
on land.
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* Global CO2 Emissions Rise / 3% CO2 dvé-l\rfd s | Q'@:

* Global carbon dioxide emissions are projected_to rise by 0.8% in 2024 compared to the

previous year. / 2024 T T4 e a4 &1 gaT H dffe DHla SZ3ATRS Ioi- H 0.8%
ﬁq@éﬁ GHTTT B |

* This is lower than the increage of 1.2% in 2023 and 2% in 2022. /U6 2023 o 1.2% @R
2022 H 2% &I g I HH 5|




* Major Contributors / HHd gRIGH&dl:

* In 2023, the largest contributors to global fossil CO2 emissions were
China (31%), the United States (13%), India (8%), and the EU-27 (7%).
/2023 5 A% SIIATRH €02 ST ST TNTEH
(31%), SHNBT (13%), HRd (8%), 3R EU-27 (7%) T UT|

 EU-27 nations are projected to reduce emissions by the year's en.dl,
while China's emissions are expected to rise slightly. / EU-27 é&‘f )
SIS H I & 3id dP HH! S B UG 5, Sl oI
IgoH UIST 9¢ IhdT B |




* India's Contribution / HIRd b1 TﬁTE,'T-'-T:

* India's CO2 emissions are expected to increase by 4.6% in 2024, primarily from_coal, oil,
and gs consumption. / HIRd hl CO2 QT\‘:lTYCI_"f 2024 T 4.6% aa,gl CARIGE] %’, RE2
U Y ST, dd 3R I & TN &b BR[|

* India’s emissions are projected at 3.2 billion tonnes. / HIRd &I &ITZITFEIT'[ S0 3.2
fafera o g |




 Per Capita Emissions / ufa safed Il

* India's per capita emissions are lower co qé)[ared to China and the U.S,, with values of 2.3
tonnes compared to China’s 8 tonnes. / Hfad STo & II'ITI@ff[‘J-ﬂ?_dEﬂ:[
I HH 5, o H YR &1 Jeg 2.3 1 R A H18 T g




Paris Agreement Goals / uig W@ﬁﬁ & T

The Paris Agreement aims to keep global temperature rise below 1.5 degrees Celsius. /af\“v_[

THSd BT 6T dfe dUHH gig & 1.5 {5t Sfceg I -1 e g

There is a 50% chance of breaching this limit in six years. /EF@TIT & 9% gyl # Q’Ee[ Pl
50% JHTGT g |




* Impact and Urgency / UHId 3R ATep D dl:

* Experts emphasize the need for rapid and deep cuts in fossil fuel
emissions to prevent exceeding temperature targets.
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In Baku breakthrough

, COP

clears carbon credit trade

Such a market will allow countries to trade carbon credits among themselves; conference
president says this will be a game-changing tool to direct resources to the developing world

lacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

ountries assembled
C in Baku for the an-

nual climate confe-
rence, COP29, voted on
Tuesday to clear a much-
delayed agreement to final-
ise a global carbon market.
Such a market will allow
countries to trade carbon
credits - certified reduc-
tions of carbon emissions
— among themselves, and
the prices of these instru-
ments are determined as a
consequence of emission
caps imposed by
countries.

The market itself follows
from Article 6 in the Paris
Agreement. Sub-sections
of the Article spell out how
countries can bilaterally
trade carbon among them-
selves (Article 6.2) and par-
ticipate in a global carbon
market (6.4).

Though most of the nuts
and bolts to make opera-
tional such a carbon mar-
ket supervised by a United
Nations body have been in
place since 2022, there
were several niggles, par-
ticularly in ensuring that
the carbon credits generat-
ed are genuine and its ante-
cedents are transparent.

There have been several

©)

United Notions

mate Lhong

Planetary mission: Delegates at the COP25 Climate Summit in

Baku, Azerbaijan on Tuesday. ap

rounds of talks involving
the parties (country signa-
tories to the Paris Agree-
ment) on these outstand-
ing concerns that are
raised. Last month, a UN
supervisory body, which
will be the ultimate arbitra-
tor of the market, set out a
draft text that laid out the
standards for carbon re-
moval and assessing
projects.

A senior official who is
part of the Indian delega-
tion told The Hindu days
before COP29 commenced
that even this version was
not “entirely acceptable”,
but was something that
could be ironed out.

A key issue surrounding
carbon markets is account-
ing. Say, a company in a de-
veloped country finances
an afforestation project in
a developing country and
this theoretically prevents
1,000 tonnes of carbon
from being released into
the atmosphere. Will this
saved carbon be part of the
developed country’s ledg-
er of saved credits when
the actual prevention is
happening elsewhere? At
what stage of a renewable
energy project’s life-cycle
will a generated credit be
considered eligible for
trade? Can countries claim
credits generated in their

own borders, financed by
foreign companies, and
count them towards their
Nationally  Determined
Contributions (NDC)?

“This will be a game-
changing tool to direct re-
sources to the developing
world,” Mukhtar Babayev,
COP29 president, said.
“Following years of stale-
mate, the breakthroughs in
Baku have now begun. But
there is much more to de-
liver,” he added.

Finalising Article 6 ne-
gotiations could reduce the
cost of implementing na-
tional climate plans by
$250 billion per year by
enabling cooperation
across borders.

“The decision on Article
6.4 is a major step forward.
There is still some time till
the rubber hits the road as
now the methodologies for
implementing have to be fi-
nalised but this should be
fairly soon. However, this
should not take the focus
away from the New Collec-
tive Quantified Goal
(NCQG) as carbon markets
are one of the ways to de-
liver on the NCQG," Vaib-
hav Chauturvedi, an exp-
ert on carbon markets,
Council on Energy Envi-
ronment and Water, Delhi,
told The Hindu.




- COP29 Carbon Credit Market Approval / COP29 H BT+ iS¢ TR BI m:

e Countries assembled in Baku for COP29 voted to establlsh a Ionﬁ -delgyed global carbon

market / cop29 kOb?I gU G A %th CACEISITIN
RTIUd fohar

* This market will enable cou.ntr\les to trade carbon credits (certified reducti%ns of carbon
emissions). / 4g dVlIR 2RI 1 HIE higc (Pldq Sxdvid 4 ) T AMUR

H g&rH S|

* Prices of these instruments will depend on emission caps set by individual countries. /
2 IUBRUN Bl HIHd AfGdTd RN gRT e Iroi T oR R w3




* Significance of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement / ufve '\‘Tl:lgﬁ%f &

6 P Hod:

* The market system follows Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, allowing

bilateral carbon trading among coun

tries and_establighing a global
ﬂﬁ?trﬂns%ﬁ 6

carbon market. / ST

C

N 3

R : :yﬁéﬁgnﬂﬂqﬂ
Bl 2, ol <X b o fguely Hre AUR MR U iy Hre-
SR 1 RITYT DT J&H St § |

* Negotiations have addressed several concerns, such as transparency
& . . . C o~

of carbon credits. / dIddld d Eéf%l?ﬂ&h
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. Developing World Benefits / f[d®TI=ia T2 &1 ATH:

* COP29 President Mukhtar Babayev emphasized that this will direct resources to the _
developing world, marking it as a game-changing tgol. / COP29 % ST & HdR dldTdd
A 29 ARl <=1 @1 3R JH1YH FHaRid HA a1l U BifddRI SUHRUT Id1T|

* The decision is expected to reduce costs of national climate plans by $250 billion
annually. / g UM AP STeiarg AISTI3HT Dbl ANTd b1 Ufd oy $250 fefera b oA
I




* Challenges and Implementation / ﬂ:ﬁﬁtﬂ 3R Fraf<ay—:

» Several questions remain about methodologies for trading, prevention of double-
counting, and ensurlng genuine emissigns reduction. / oTUIY

AR
g\‘-rcﬁ 3R IRl IFoi- Heldl B b g | B3 Jard dIebt

* The focus remains on how carbon credits align with the New Collective Quantified Goal
NCQG). / g%sﬂamu? fob BTa HSc T e HHATHD 8T (NCQG) & 1Y
Hd dld g
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In South America, Trump is losing a trade battle with China

Reuters
LIMA/BEIJING

In South American copper
giant Peru, the incoming
Donald Trump White
House will find itself alrea-
dy on the losing side in a
trade battle with China,
part of a bigger power rea-
lignment around the re-
source-rich region in
Washington's backyard.
Peru, the world’s no. 2
copper exporter, is set to
host Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation leaders this
week, with China's Presi-
dent Xi Jinping expected to
attend and inaugurate a
major new Chinese-built
port in the country. Outgo-
ing U.S. President Joe Bi-
den is also on the guest list.
Peru reflects a wider
challenge for the White
House around South Amer-

™M
K

ica, where China’s pre-
sence has grown rapidly gi-
ven its huge appetite for
the region’s main exports:
corn, copper, soy, beef and
battery-metal lithium.
That's made Beijing the
go-to trade parter from
Brazil to Chile and Argenti-
na, eroding Washington’s
regional political clout, a
trend that widened under
Mr. Trump’s ‘America
First' inward turn during
his first administration and
again under Mr. Biden.
“The strategic value is
that this is the United
States’ backyard,” said Li
Xing, professor at the
Guangdong Institute for In-
ternational Strategies, ad-
ding it helped counter Un-
ited States’ presence
around the Indo-Pacific
and offset trade war risks.
“China can't start by

.

building military bases
there because it’s too sensi-
tive and will make China's
conflict with the United
States too pronounced...
So it has made inroads

CHANCAY
TERMINA!

Resource thirst: China's presence in Latin America has grown rapidly due to need for minerals. REUTERS

with economic ties first.”
Peru demonstrates the
dramatic shift, China’s
trade lead there over the
United States widened to
$16.3 billion last year, Unit-

ed Nations Comtrade data
show, a stark reversal of
just a decade ago when
Washington was the domi-
nant player. That's come
hand-in-hand with invest-

ment from sectors like
energy to mining.

China overtook the Unit-
ed States in 2015 on trade
with Peru, widening the
gap under Mr. Trump's
previous administration
from 2017-2021, and again
under Biden.

A new Singapore

A beacon of the change is a
new megaport 80 kilome-
ters (50 miles) north of Li-
ma in Chancay. It is being
built by China’s state-
owned firm Cosco Ship-
ping and promises to shor-
ten the sea routes to Asia
both for Peruvian and Bra-
zilian goods.

The Chinese-controlled
port, set to be inaugurated
by Xi when he is in Peru,
has sparked concern from
the United States over re-
gional security, but more

L
e

importantly will turbo-
charge the region’s trade
highway to China.

“We will have direct
routes to Asia, particularly
to ports in China, which
will be cut by 10, 15, 20
days depending on the
route,” Peruvian Minister
of Transport and Commu-
nications, Raul Perez
Reyes, told Reuters at the
port. “Our aim is to be-
come the Singapore of La-
tin America,” he added.

Most local officials and
diplomats, however, strike
a cautious tone. They say
both China and the United
States are key partners.
But privately, they concede
that China has given more
concrete attention to Latin
America.

“Peru is open to do busi-
ness with all countries,”
said a senior Peruvian offi-

cial on condition of ano-
nymity, “What China does
though is concentrate its
investments in Latin Amer-
ica and Africa” which have
the resources it needs, the
official said.

Brazil's ambassador in
Lima, Clemente Baena
Soares, said the Chancay
port would be a major
boost for his country’s soy-
bean farmers, cutting al-
most in half journey times
to Asia. He called for Peru
to ease red tape for Brazi-
lian haulers such as load li-
mits on highways linking
the countries.

Jose Tam, president of
the Peru-China Chamber
of Commerce, said that
China was being more
proactive than others in
South America, helping
boost its trade and invest-
ment ties.

L



e China's Influence in South America / E{f?;I'UT MRS # N BT YHTE:

* China has overtaken the US in trade do%nance with South American countries
like Peru. /T = Gf&OT & 1Y AR H
Ble flear el

* Peru is a major exporter of copper and serves as a strategic ground for Chipa to
enhance its trade reIatlons in the region. é U CII®I DI kcb UHY

el dl dg & HEEEUT&HH?'\’%I

* This has reduced the US's regional clout, partlcularly under Trump’s and Biden's

administrations. /m =2 a_?ﬂ'q UHId WEPT Y] g, CELESCE cH
3R TR & dgd|



» Development of Chancay Port / I §¢331Tg BI fam:

* Chinais constructing a major megaport, Chancay, north of Lima, aimed at facilitatin
trade routes to A5|a for Peru and Brazil. /Eﬂ:fFﬂTIT $ IR Y T 8 I IC_opl

WQ?%I o3 UF 3R SToid & [T TR & 1 SATYR HF B

“

* This port will significantly reduce travel time for goods and is seen as a strategic mqve in
Latin America. / T8 SGRITE HI Dt AT & JHY I HI| §G b HH H

7 To HeH & U T W] ol 38T g
* Concerns have been raised about security im Ilcatlons due to Chlnese control over thigs
key infrastructure. / ¢ HS(‘dLj\Ul Tgﬁfﬂ% {501 o DHRU qR&EI

Pl ADR



* Strategic Shift in Regional Power / &%ﬂ'q Qo A e BTG
dgdld:

* China's economic focus rather than military expansion has allowed it
to dominate the_ market in Latin America. / IR & GIWIIH

% & 3P & 7 39 AfeT 3MRPpT T S9R R 81dt 8 § g &t
|

* Peru demonstrates this shift, with China's trade Jead overéhe UsS _
widening significantly. /LNC\ ¥ dacld C’>I
1 IR I BT AP '-|ch HTH de TITIT%




* Local Perspectives / Y Ef@aﬁ'UT:

* Peruvian officials acknowledge China’s influence while trying to maintain halanced ties

with the US. / UF & {fUPR] A o YH[D Bl WPHR hRd 8, SIdid HRDT & 1Y
ﬂ@%ﬁﬂdﬂdﬂlg{{qﬂﬁﬁ&mmél

* China's proactive gpproach in investments is being |ghIi§hteq| as a factor boosting

regional trade. / &A1T IR I F¢. & Tt =4 P! Th
PRP &b U H Wl ol 6T & |
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90% of India-Russia trade in local currency now

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, November 12

AROUND 90% OF trade between
India and Russia is now being con-
ducted using local or alternate cur-
rencieswhilethe remainingstill hap-
pensinother freely convertible ones,
Russian deputyprime minister Denis
Manturovsaid on Tuesday.

“Share of local and alternative
currencies keeps growingin bilateral
trade. It is now approaching 90%.

“We deem it necessary to con-
tinue our work on expanding corre-
spondent relations between Russian
and Indian banks,” he said in his
opening remarksat the 25th Session
ofthe India-Russia Intergovernmen-
tal Commission on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technical and cultural
cooperation here.

India took the first step towards
enabling trade settlement in local
currency when the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), in July 2022, permitted
the invoicing and payment of inter-
national trade transactions in rupees.

This move followed the start of
the Ukraine war and shutting out of
Russia from international payments
and settlement systems.

Around 20 Authorised Dealer

 The frst step GOINGLOCAL | wasngiocsn
towards enabling - - ™ Belarus,
trade settlement " Botswana, Fiji,
in local currency Guyana, Israel,
was taken by Kazakhstan,
India when the Kenya, among
RBI permitted the others, are the
g‘:;::ﬁ Z?d m it followed the start of the W 20 Authorised Dealer otrl;\er cgun;m;s
obal trad Ukraine war and shutting (AD) banks in India have NG RS g
FODNoS out of Russia from been permitted to open opened rupee
transactions in . - . accounts with
il settlement systems Accounts of partnerbanks ~ banks in India

(AD) banks in India have been per-
mitted to open 92 Special Rupee
Vostro Accounts of partner banks
from over 22 countries to facilitate
this trade.

Other countries whose banks
have opened rupee accounts with
correspondent banks in India are
Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana,
Fiji, Guyana, Israel, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauri-
tius, Myanmar, New Zealand,
Oman, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Tan-
zania and Uganda.

The Russian deputy minister
and India’s external affairs minister
S Jaishankaralso talked of diversify-

ing thebilateral tradewhich isdom-
inated by petroleum, coal and fer-
tilisers and making progress on the
proposed free trade agreement
between India and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU).

The EEU has Russia, Belarus, Kaza-
khstan and Armenia as members.
There hasbeen one round of talkson
the agreement already.

Apart from the FTA, both coun-
tries are also looking at a bilateral
agreement on services and invest-
ments.India runsahuge trade deficit
with Russia — in 2023-24, trade
between the two countries touched
$65 billion, of which India’s exports

were just $ 4 billion and imports
$61.4 billion.

In April-August imports from
Russia were $ 27.3 billion while
exports were $ 2.2 billion. Apart
from crude oil, coal and fertilisers,
Russia has also become an import
source of sunflower and soybean
oil. Russia’s imports from India
include food products, industrial
equipment,components, pharma-
ceuticals and substances.

“Tasks on further expansion of
product range as well as shortening
the trade imbalance will be enshrined
in the programme of development of
promising areas of trade and devel-

- * @

opment by 2030,” Manturov said.

Both sides are targeting bilateral
trade of § 100 billion by 2030 and
Jaishankarsaid that this targetwill be
achieved before that.

“Looking ahead we are also
exploring mobility of talent and skill.
Customising them for the Russian
market,"headded..

Manturov  also  sought
resumption of flights by Indian
carriers to Russia. Right now
direct flights are operated solely
by Russian airlines Aeroflot.

Hesaid India isa crucial partner
on strategic projects in interna-
tional logistics like the Northern
sea route and North South corri-
dor. Introduction of new routes
including container routes which
would significantly reduce logis-
tics costs, he added.

The Russian deputy PM also said
that his country was interested in
expanding cooperation inthe nuclear
field including completion of the
Kudankulam project and fortechno-
logical sovereignty cooperation in
engine building and micro electron-
ics, outer space including supplies of
equipment and components for
Gaganyaan,and projects in satellite
navigation are in advanced stages.



- Shift to Local Currency Trade / ST H«l AUTAIR H gedrd:

* 90% of trade between India and Russia is now conducted using local

or alternative currencies, marking a

significant move away from freely

convertible ones. / HRd R =Y h
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* This shift began after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) allowed ~_
invoicing and payments in rupees in July 2022. /LIE; dcdid vidlg
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* Banking and Vostro Accounts / afT 3R HT-@ LI

e Around 20 Authorized Dealer (AD) banks in India hav\}l_rpened 92 Special Ru ee Vostro
Accounts to facilitate this trade. YR H TIHT 20 Opd SIR Q?ﬁ i A EXS
YR DI AUTSh §- & el 92 faRY T agl “@ﬁﬁ%’l

* Banks from countries like Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana and others_have opened rupee
accounts with Indian banks. / STTITGST, SRS, STAAH] 3R o ST W &1
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* Bilateral Trade Composition / @'q&‘ﬁ'q TR T

* India-Russia trade mainly comprises petrgleum, coal, and fertilizers. /[ HIRd-x g HIUR
T 30 I UCIergH, HIgdr 3R Ia3eh] IR SR g

* In April-August 2023-24, India’s imports from Russia were valued at $27.3 billion. / &faﬁ-
3 2023-24 H, ™Y Y YR &1 31T $27.3 Tafera= ged &1 o)




Economic and Strategic Cooperation / 3fde 3R Iur-ifae mﬂ:

Discussions include a proposed free trade agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU). /

T3l W R SMe T (33Y) & 1Y UATad Jod AR Faiar 1 2 g

Both countries are focusing on sectors like nuclear energy, logistics corridors, and advanced

technologies. /aﬁ‘—ﬁ%mwmm WW@TWW@@MWW
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1.Strategic Projects and Collaboration / IS WWGHTE’ 3R ﬂ%’fn"T

1. Focus on Northern Sea Route and new containgr routes to reduce logistics costs. /
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2. Expansion in nuclear and space techno ogy, includin he Kudankulam prOJe tand
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500 Swiggy staffers to turn crorepatls

Supriya.Roy@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: As Swiggy pre-
pares for its stock market de-
but on Wednesday, around
500 employees will join the
crorepati club through their
stock ownership in the food
delivery platform.

Dubbed as one of the lar-
gest wealth-creation events
in the Indian startup sector,
Swiggy’s IPO is poised to cre-
ate a Rs 8,690-crore windfall
through the employee stock
ownership plan (ESOP)
which will benefit 5,000 pre-
sent and former staffers.
Bengaluru-based Swiggy has
distributed Rs 500 crore to its
employees through ESOPs.

Previously, e-commerce
giant Flipkart achieved a

D-Street Debut Today
» Through Swigay's IPO, @ " with shares priced at 2371-390,
around 500 employees saw high institutional interest
gained crorepati status » It is the largest tech public
» Employee stock ownership offering since Paytm's listing
plan (ESOP) benefitted over » Swiggy and Zomato remain
5,000 current & former staff competitive in food delivery
» Swiggy's 711,327 crore IPO, | and quick commerce

comparable liquidation mi-
lestone. Following Walmart’s
takeover, Flipkart’s workfor-
ce participated in a substanti-
al $700-million ESOP buyback
scheme in 2023, The program-
me extended eligibility toapp-
roximately 20,000 staff mem-
bers, offering them a signifi-
cant financial opportunity
through stock compensation.

An email sent to Swiggy
didn’t elicit a response till

the time of going to press.
The development was first
reported by news website
The Arcon Tuesday.
Swiggy’s shares are set to
debut tradingon thestock ex-
changes, after the public is-
sue was subscribed 3.5 times.
The Rs 11,327-crore IPO (abo-
ut $1.4 billion) is the second-
largest public issue to hit the
exchangesthis year after Hy-
undai Motor India's Rs

27.870-crore listing.

The IPO would also be the
biggest technology firm pub-
lic offering since the Paytm
IPO in 2019. The company has
set a price band of Rs 371-390
apiece for the IPO. It will debut
tradingon bourses on Wednes-
day. The company’s public is-
sue was subscribed 3.59 times,
primarily driven by interest
from institutional investors.

Nasdagq-listed SaaS com-
pany Freshworks created sig-
nificant wealth for its work-
force in 2021, with 500 staff
members becoming millio-
naires (crorepatis). The com-
pany’s founder Girish Math-
rubootham said that
amongst these newly minted
crorepatis, 70 employees we-
re younger than 30 years.




India’s 1st Space Defense
Exercise Antariksha Abhyas




* The first-ever space exercise, ‘Antariksha Abhyas — 2024,
hosted by the Defence Space Agency (DSA), has commenced
In New Delhi.

* About Defence Space Agency (DSA)

* Created In 2018, it Is an integrated tri-services agency of the
ndian Armed Forces headquartered in Bengaluru,
Karnataka.

* |t IS tasked with operating the space-warfare and Satellite
ntelligence assets of India.




 Significance/Need of the Exercise

» Exercise Antariksha Abhyas is a first of its kind exercise being
conducted and is expected to help secure national strategic
objectives in space and integrate India’s space capabillity in
military operations.

e Space assets are essential in modern defense but increasingly
vulnerable to threats like anti-satellite weapons, cyber-attacks, and
space debris.



« As space Is becoming increasingly congested, contested, and
competitive, the space exercise intends to identify
vulnerabilities in conduct of operations in the event of denial
or disruptions of space based services.



* Do you know?
— In March 2019, India successfully conducted Mission
Shakti (an anti-satellite missile test) and demonstrated its
capabllity to intercept and destroy a satellite in outer space
based on complete indigenous technology.
— With this test, India joined an exclusive group of space faring
nations consisting of the USA, Russia and China.






Ists discover a new%?e-resment, dual-bloomi
ra in the Northern Western Ghats of India.
icliptera Polymofr'pha

Iays an unusual dual bloommg pattern, flowerl
. first post-monsoon (from early November to Marc
nd then again after grassland fires in May and June.






World Immunisation
Day 2024




* Recently, World Immunisation Day was observed on 10th November
to raise awareness about the vital role vaccines play in preventing
infectious diseases and protecting public health.

* Immunisation is making a person resistant to an infectious disease by
administering a vaccine to stimulate the immune system.



e Universal Immunization Programme (UIP): Initially launched as
the Expanded Programme on Immunization in 1978, it was

rebranded as the UIP in 1985 when coverage expanded
from urban to rural areas.






Public Health Milestones:

COVID-19 Vaccination: Between 16th January 2021 and 6th January 2023,
India had administered over 220 crore doses, covering 97% of eligible
citizens with at least one dose and 90% with both doses.

Polio Eradication: India was officially certified as polio-free in March,
2014.










* Under UIP, immunisation is provided free of cost against 12 vaccine
preventable diseases:

* UIP has helped reduce the under-5 mortality rate from 45 per 1000
live births in 2014 to 32 per 1000 live births.



With reference to recent developments regarding ‘Recombinant Vector Vaccines’, consider the following
statements: (2021)

Genetic engineering is applied in the development of these vaccines.

Bacteria and viruses are used as vectors.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



International Chess
Federation (FIDE)



» An Indian prodigy, Anish Sarkar, has become the world’s
youngest chess player to be ranked by the International Chess
Federation all at the age of three.

* The International Chess Federation (FIDE) is the governing
body for international chess competitions and the
organization that connects national chess federations.

» FIDE regulates all international chess competitions and is
responsible for organizing chess and its championships at the
global and continental levels.



* Founded in - Paris, France on July 20, 1924.

* Its original name in French is Fédération Internationale des
Echecs, which is where the acronym FIDE comes from.

* Headquarters - Lausanne.

 Motto - FIDE's motto is Gens una sumus, which is Latin for
"We are one Family'".

e Member federations - 201 member federations.



Word of the day

Obduracy:
resoluteness by virtue of being unyielding and
inflexible

Synonym: adamance

Usa g€ The administrator was known for her
obduracy even when there was proof that she was
wrong.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/obduracypro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /ob.du.ia.si/, /-dju-/




Thank you
guys.




