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* Consider the following statements regarding Al governance:

1.The OECD Al Principles (2019) emphasize inclusive, transparent, and
accountable Al.

2.The UNESCO Al Ethics Framework (2021) aims to regulate Al in all
member nations.

3.The Paris Al Summit (2024) was co-chaired by India and the U.K.
* Which of the statements is/are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only

e (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1only

e (d) 1 and 3 only



* What are the key concerns raised at the Paris Al Summit?

* (a) The need for stronger Al monopolization policies.

* (b) Encouraging a human-centric Al approach.

* (c) Regulating Al completely to prevent any usage in military sectors.
* (d) Reducing Al investments globally.



 What are the concerns regarding ART regulation in India?
* (a) Ethical concerns about late pregnancies.

* (b) Economic burden of ART procedures.

* (c) Need for uniform regulations.

* (d) All of the above.



* Consider the following statements regarding Assisted Reproductive
Technology (ART) in India:

1.The ART Regulation Act, 2021 allows women above 50 years to undergo
ART procedures without restrictions.

2.The Act aims to regulate ART clinics and ensure ethical practices.
3.ART is only available in government hospitals in India.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

* (d) 2 and 3 only



* Which country recently launched the 'Green Hydrogen Production
Initiative' with India?

-mgﬁmaw#m%mﬂ'@ﬁﬂmmw
RS

* A. United States / ?IT-H-T-I' o m
B. United Kingdom / '!Fﬂ%?? ICTED)
C. Germany / STH#AT
D. Japan / SIT9Tel



 What is the primary goal of India's 'National Hydrogen Mission'?
- R & ST FEINSTel AUT' FT AET 3T FAT 872

 A. Achieving energy security through hydrogen production / 3133137{
3cUTeGd & ATCIH H Fall GI&T JIod FI

B. Reducing coal dependency/m 9 AT &7 S

C. Promoting electric vehlcles/m qIgal Y derdr a?IT

D. Developing new nuclear power plants / dIQ YIATL FAT I
fasf@a e



 What percentage of India's total energy mix is planned to be from
renewable sources by 2030?

+ 2030 T HRA F Fel FoAl AT FT fhaar giaerd Adoi
Arar & ghem?

* A.30%
B. 40%
C. 50%
D. 60%



 Which Indian organization is leading the Al-powered governance
reforms?

+ Pl AT HRAT HISA TIHS-FATAT AHA FURT FT sided
TET 872

* A. NITI Aayog / difa 3T
B. Election Commission of India / HRd T dedld 3TITeT
C. Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) / Soldrelioidd 3T 3

HATAT (Meity) .
D. Reserve Bank of India / HRAIT Rea d+



* Which Indian city hosted the ‘G20 Digital Economy Ministers’ Meeting'
in 2025?

+ 2025 A 'G20 3fSiedr sHAHT AT I doF' HY AR FH
R AT o HhI?

* A. Bengaluru /W

B. Hyderabad/%ﬂﬁ'ﬁ\'
C. New Delhi / ool
D. Mumba|/
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Moscow visIT

Putin invites Trump
to discuss Ukraine

WORLD » PAGE 14

We should =
catch uap
new trends,
says CDS

“PARASITIC EXISTENCE
Justice Gavai gquestions
freebies for the poor
NEWS » PAGE ©

EPIMG SUCCESS
Dominant Men in Blue
complete demolition
SPORT » PAGE 16

Nursing students
held in Kerala on
ragging charges
xOTTAVAM

The Gandhinagar police in

complants of severs
harassment including forced
oudity. 3 PAGE 3

Over 19 million
take holy dip
at Maha

LUCKNOW
More than 19 miion people

35 part of the Maha Kumbh In
Prayagra). » PAGE &

India’s retail inflation cools to
five-imonth low of 4.31% in Jan.

Mmmﬁx}dpn«xs;km

below the RBIS 4%

W DELHI

ndia's recail inflation
l cooled to a five-month
low of 4.31% in Janu-
from 5.22% in Decem-
Der 2024, and 5.1% a year
ago. The rise in food prices

third su. th to
6%, from 8.4% in the pre-
© month, but

The price rise faced by

urban conmmmers fn Jamm-

y i d to 3.87%, be-

low the Central bank-s 4%
target for inflation

s, price

d above the

median target at 4.64%.

bur from Decem-

ber’s 5.8% rise.

The latest inflation fi-
gures were reported just
days after the Re
Bank of India (RED move o
Slash interest rates by 0.25

for the third strai 0 6% in
target for ir
Downward trend
,':'2:.'.:3' oA s

NEW DELIE
Growth in India’s index of
Industrisi Production {I1P)
dipped to a four-month low of
3.2% in December, with

2.6%, respectivety. » PAGE 12

125-26
while growth needs are
more pressing.

the ru-
eci. <could
weigh on the cost of items
like edible oils, fertilizers,

and petroleum.
“Over few
i M B id

Rupee
The RBI has projected in-
flation to average 4.4% bet-

ween jJanuary to March., tion, impacted by high glo-
which could imply mild bal ices and

spikes in the price rise duties. Since around 60%
pace over this month and ofl is tmported,
the next. have

so s

v for urban consumers drops to 3.87%,
ion but edible oils spike: the RBI has already cut interest rates by 025 points

costlier a year ago.
marking a 33-month high.

Vegetables che.
The five items that record-
ed the highest inflation in
January were coconut ofl

rates in the oy e
6.76% and 6.

tively. while Delhi_ & sy
and

price.” cautioned Dharma-
Kirti Joshi, chief econcmise
at Cri

Although non-food in-
flation inched to a 13-
month high of 3.2%, this
was still within the comfort
zone, Mr. said.
Vegetables inflation
more than halved to 11.3%
in January from 26.6% in
December, but ﬁ'ul!j infla-

) Te-
corded the mildest price
pressures for their

ng and health,”

IMEC project gains
traction as PM holds
talks with Macron

President Emmanuel Macron in Marseile on Wedne

NEW DELHI

India and France on Wed-
nesday

sctavy. e

statement said officials
from both sides signed a
letter of intent on produsc-
tion of small and advanced
The two

they would  contoue =

work closely to Implement
the India-Middle

rope Corridor (IMBC)
project.

The project propases to
connect India to Ei

SC to hear pleas
law on
CEC next week

NEW DELE
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday pestponed the
hearing on petitions

challenging the law gring the

- ——
Awworker cleans 2 poultry farm in NTR dstrict on Wednesday after bind fl cases were reparted in Andiwa Pradesh. & i RAG (REPORT: PAGE

Cong. slams
Centre over
Adani project
near border

NEW DELHI

The Congress party on

exy a
drastic step to compromise
our national security was
taken~

FuLL REFORT
»PAGE 4

and
agreed to work together
more closely on imple-

leaders described nuclear

Ts.
Mz Modi and Mr Ma-
cron jointly inaugurated

sald a joint statement is-
swed after the visit.

IMEC, which Involves
the participation of Israel.
had failed to make head-
way because of the Gaza
conflict.

The French and Indian
leaciership hlg)ﬂlghxed the

importance of t
for prosperity of India and

ope.

Forelgn Secretary Vik-
ram Misri told the media
that after the Al summit,
Mr. Modi reached Marseille
on 3
~Marseilles will be the
entry point for the whole

European market,
IMEC will channel a lot of

eille.” Mr.
sides also

two.
agreed to develop nuclear
reactors jointly. The joint

dian Consulate in this vi-
brant city, marking a new
chapter in India-France
o This consulate will
serve

ridge, st
cultural,
people-to-people connec-
tons~ sald Mr. Modiafter
the inaugurati

“The Joint statement re-

the ~stran

Mediterranean Sea.

the role that the port city
wil supporting
“connectivity, sustainable
growth erajectories and ac-
cess to clean e

SC asks Senthilbalaji whether he
intends to continue as a Minister

~NEW DELS
‘The Supreme Court on

Wednesday asked Tamil
Nadiu Minister for Electrict-

v

facing trial in money laun-
dering proceedings.
“Do you want to conti-

Sankar, appearing for Mr.
Semhllha

enior ad vocate AN
Singhwi. for the State, said

bson's cholce
Mr. Semcndlbalal 1s ac
cused of pl “central

role” in receiv-

for jobs in

Metropolitan _ Tran-

ans) x.
“1 was in jail for one
vear. Cases

upon me when I was in ja.ll

After imposing

on me tfor bal,
I have been appearing ev-
ery alternate day before
the court”” Mr. Rohatgi
submirted.
court was hearing
alleg:ncns rRISaN by bty
b

vocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan and advocates Ne-
ha Rathi  and Pranav
Sachdeva, that Mr. Senchil-
balajl was crying to ~derail

trial in the case. Mr.

release on bail
On December 2, the top
court had voiced strong

Former Congress MP convicted of
dual murder in anti-Sikh riots case

NEW DELsL

A Delhi court on Wednes-

ol frinim the 1954 and-
Sikh i

The 79 79-year-old faces a
maximum of death penalty

o Mr. anda of life term

laji's return as Minister. | in prison.
~There are serious charges “Pros: as been
against  him, e | able to prove its case
straight: v becomes a | against the ac K-
e v mas] bevond bie
- Special judee Kave:

scam — through senior ad-

ed the arguments for the
sentencing on February IS

Kumar
l:x)url from ‘hE
he case relates to the
kllllng of S. Jaswane SAngh
and his Tarundee
Singh, both = resldexﬁ: MRaj
MNogas. Dallif, 2 tise Hasicht

of
during the 1984 anu-Sikh
riots.

thar
mob and it was upon his

said.,

Kumar for the affences of
murder, rioting, dacoity,
and arson. The judge pos

that the mob burnt alive
the two persons, damaged
and looted their household

Sajjan Kumar

articles and burnt down
their house, and also in-
flicted severe injuries on
their family members and
relatives.
plainant is the
wite oF - Jatwant
Though the Punjabi
police station regis-
the case initally. a

tered

special investigation team

om:
plainant PW-13, during the
incident of rioting which
occurred on November OI,
1984, the court said.
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Clauses in new
Immigration Bill may
bar foreigners’ entry

Viiaita Singh
NEW DELH

The Immigration and Fo-
reigners Bill. 2025, which
is expected to be intro-
duced in the current ses-
is like!

The legislation could
propose jail term of

up to IS lakh or
both, for entering
India without
valid

sion of By
o introduce for the frst
time, threat to national se-
curity and sovereignty as
grounds to deny entry or
stay to a foreign national in
the country. It may also

dia. Including the require.
nt wvisa and

zegmmzlnn,
The Bill may also define
the

o bar the
enury of a forelgner on ba-  tion Officer. Obligations of
#h a fo- other edu-

nugn state.
The proposed Law could

and binding. Earlier, too,
reigners were denied en-
ery but the clause was not

migration (Carriers’ Liabili-
w) Act, 2000 will also be

e four Acts had over-

cational lnmm[lnm‘ and
those of medical institu-
tions with regard to admit-
(Ing ﬁo(elgns; .m.y

overed by the BiL It is
likely that the Bl ol gei;
clude provisions on bu
den of proof upon sach
persons to prove that they
are not foreign nationals.

Although the Bureau of
Immigrarion. kveady ex-

Congress slams Centre over
Adani project near border

NEW DELHI

he Congr
Wednesday
the Narendra Modi-
led Union government to
come clean on the claims

ng to an investiga-
tlon by The Guardian, Con-
gress leaders said the go-

ove

Serninante; m
national secur-

Minister to “explain why
such a drastic step to com-
promise our national se-

ports and the comments
made by the Opposition
party.

Boon er bame? Solar paneks installed at the Adani Gresn
Energy plant at Khavda in Kutch district of Gujarat., s

<ols did not allow any con-
struction in the area, but

huge private project within
easy striking distan of
the India-Pakistan border.
thereby increasing the de-
fence of

Stalemate continues
in Manipur over
successor to Biren

GUWAHA]

The BJP in Manipur strug-

Singh for the third straight
day on Wednesday.
Sambit Patra, lhe MP in

days. Neither the Raj Bha-
van nor the BJP issued any
on what tran-

our armed forces and re-
ducing their strategic ad-
" he

llkarjun Xharge said I.he

Gugarat
wrote to the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) before
April 2023, seeking per-
missson for

fac:
of the ruling 8P has once
again been unmasked.

projects to be built on the

21, 2023 to discuss the mat-
ter. At that tme, the Solar
Energy Corporation of In-

was
leased out by the Gujarat

india without valid docu-
ments.

Using
fraudulent  travel docu-

ments may invite punish-
ments such as two years”

avoid overlapping of laws
with relation to passports
or other ents of per-
sons entering or exiting In-

to seven
years. A fine of not less
than ?1 kakh, which may
stresch to 210 lakh, may al-
so be proposed.

The investigation by

Guardian said the Adani

Group Is setting up a solar
d  building the

The Guardian further re-
ported that by May 8, 2023,
the Cenrre had changed

protocols to allow in-
ject

Modiji, you
have endangered national
security at our borders in
order to benefi private bil-
Honatres. Is & true that you

the International Border
with Pakistan,
“dear friend”
border sec

Kharge asked In a post on

“Is & not true that your
government relaxed
such rules, not just at the
India-Pakistan border, but
also on the land adjoining

a in

Kurch, barely a kilometre
from the Pakistan border.

Earlier security proto-

August 2023,
Group was in charge of the
land in the Rann of Kutch,
the paper added.

ina, Myan-
mar and Nepal, thereby je-
opardising our strategic
and border security?~ the
Congress chief asked.

“PM must explain
Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal asked the

spired during their meet-

perts who have spent de-
cades our

nation mere puppets who
can be sidelined? The Modi
government's cronyism is 3
threat to our national se-
= Mr. Venugopal said
inaposton X

w
Minister’s
reached such a
point that even the border
security rules are being
« - o

be no cos

State unit.” the MLA repre-
senting the
constituency sald.

A semor ow By X leader in
tmpl party’s
concal leademhtp‘ includ-
Min:

in Delhi soon to finalise a

N_ Biren Singh

conse: candidate for
the cme_( ‘Minister's post.

mn member Mani-
pur Assembl). the BJP has
32 MLAs, including seven

lence broke out on May 3

St EO

fhves and disgtacing some
60,00

‘Warning note
Amid the political crisis,
pressure groups have be-
£un to show their frustra-
ton. Ph. Nando Luwang,

president of the in-
fluential All Manipur Unit-
ed Clubs" Organisation,
said the imposition of Pre-

pended ani
not make any difference to
the people of the State at

Titorial integrity,”
obliquely referring to the
demand for a separate ad-
miniseration by the

Zo organisations.

Illegal mining
continues in

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A single-member commit-
tee set up by the High
Court of Meghalaya to
check illegal rat-hole coal
mining said such activities
contimmie - alx coslitch
districts of the St.

The Justice (retiedd B, 2.

takey panel. n
27th_interim report com-
piled after drone videogra-
phy of the mines and vohu-
metric assessment of coal,
apart from the extracted
coal inventoried by an

private firm.
esh evidence of

authorise:

gures in the East jaintia,
West Khast Hills, and South

Garo Hills between 2022

and February 4, 2025.

Duty and sacrifice

e a . oo
Last tributes: Licutenant-General Navin Sachdeva, General Officer-Commanding of the Jammu-based White Knight Corps, on Wednesday

lays 3 wreath on the mortat remains of two soldiers killed in an JED blast near the Line of Control in Jammu on Tuesday. &1

Public Accounts Committee
asks Centre to review toll tax
rule for National Highways

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-

ture ublic
usilities™.

The current mll tamea
are levied based the

Dase rate of fee per Kilo-

Atinistry of Road Transport

The House panet is headed
by Congress leader %.C.
Venugopal

and Highways, V. Umash-
ankar: National

the panel members said.

e
the toll gates, despite the
introduction of FASTags,

were also discussed. The

ple o
Toll Plaza at the Thrissur-

nalre was ot following the
agreem.

The Genitre has sald It is
now running a pilot pro-
Jject with “Automatic Num-
ber Plate Recognition™ at

lect highways.

HC seeks
Centre’s reply
over women's
reservation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked the
Cenre to respond to a plea
the validity of
Arﬂcle 334A of the Con-
stitution, wi

Al a dangerous tool,
be it in Chinese or
American hands: HC

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on

Wednesday observed that

artificial intelligence (AD is

a “dangerous tool~ i any-

body’s hand, whether Chi-
nese or

very well aware” a Bench
of Chief Justice D.K. Upad-
hyaya and Justice Tushar
Rzo Gedela said.

Centre’s counsel
said the issue requires con-
sideration and urged the
court to grant some time to

i th

delimitation as a prerequi-
site to give effect to reser-
vation of seats for women
in Parliament.

The court issued notice
o the Minis

plea questioning winy wo.
men's reservation should
be d en'ed unnl the de-

The observation came

roviding services
free ofcm( in India

a dangerous tool
in anybod_v-s hand, wheth-
& Chiese or Aueriean bt
do t make any diffe-
rence. It ls ot thar the go-
1t is

cme
*

see e ma-
ter. The court listed the
matter for February 20.
petitioner’s advo-
e Bhavna Sharma, alony

Average of 357 lakh spent by each
candidate on LS poll campaign: data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELH

Candidates in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election each spent

penditure of £94 £9 lakh.

and unlawful operations~
of DeepSeek, saying It
posed “instant and emer-
gent threats that are pre-
Jadicial to the soverelgnty
and integrity of India~

Pracima Momndsl spent only
212.500.

“Inbuilt red flags’
Speaking at the release of
the Artlas, Chief Election

Maximum limit of
poll cxpenses was

makes the EC “extremely
that nothing
can go wrong. If

the highest campalgn ex-
penditure. DMK MP from

. el enee: (hoapsats: Raflaians T ek bo the
“’ﬁ' s rirc in will not accept i he said. ninth position, having
total clect: cost Opposition, led by spenl‘ 292.96 lakh on his
st G B T St Thaes min lu
virtual campaigns raising concerhs about un-  their expenditure low, in-
usual cluded P Engi-
and deletions h‘l VD(E(S l‘sts neer Rashid, who speni
Commisstoner sz.v Kus- in some Stat: 2210 lakh, and Union er
mar at the nister Kiren Riiju, who
Dottt oyt St spent £20.67 lakh.
bust, with inbuile “red ana The amount of money

flags™ to ensure that “noth-
ing can go wrong™.
of

=0
throws up red flags,” he
said, adding

Highs Tows

According to the Atlas,

Leader of the Opposition
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi

spent t92.82 lakh on his
ign trail in W

candidates are permitted

Three Karnataka MPs —
Sunil Bose, B.Y. Raghaven-
draand E am — were
on the list of 15 MPs with

tors, cost inflation index,
and virtual campaigns.

Govt. set to
introduce
new Income
Tax Bill today

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
all set to introduce a new

speech on Fe

repore of the Joine
imittee of Parliament
on the Wagf (Amendment)
Bill is also likely to be ta-
bled on Thursday.

-+




Average of 357 lakh spent by each
candidate on LS poll campaign: data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Candidates in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election each spent
an average of ¥57.23 lakh
for campaigning, accord-
ing to an Atlas on last
year’s general election re-
leased by the Election
Commission of India on
Wednesday.

While the Congress’s
Shashi Tharoor reported
the highest individual ex-
penditure of ¥94.89 lakh,
the Trinamool Congress’s
Pratima Mondal spent only
%12,500.

‘Inbuilt red flags’
Speaking at the release of
the Atlas, Chief Election

Maximum limit of
poll expenses was
revised in 2022,
considering a rise in
total electors, cost
inflation index, and
virtual campaigns

Commissioner Rajiv Ku-
mar reiterated that the
polling data system was ro-
bust, with inbuilt “red
flags” to ensure that “noth-
ing can go wrong”.

Lakhs of officials, in-
cluding booth-level offic-
ers, feed data into the sys-
tem. “As a design, nothing
can go wrong... The system
throws up red flags,” he
said, adding that this

makes the EC “extremely
confident” that nothing
can go wrong. If someone
makes an error, the system
will not accept it, he said.
The Opposition, led by
the Congress, has been
raising concerns about un-
usual numbers of additions
and deletions in voters lists
in some States like
Maharashtra.

Highs and lows
According to the Atlas,
Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
spent ¥92.82 lakh on his
campaign trail in Wayanad.
Three Karnataka MPs —
Sunil Bose, B.Y. Raghaven-
dra and E. Tukaram — were
on the list of 15 MPs with

the highest campaign ex-
penditure. DMK MP from
Coimbatore, Ganapathy
Rajkumar P., was in the
ninth position, having
spent ¥92.96 lakh on his
campaign. Those who kept
their expenditure low, in-
cluded Baramulla MP Engi-
neer Rashid, who spent
%2.10 lakh, and Union Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju, who
spent ¥20.67 lakh.

The amount of money
candidates are permitted
to spend on their cam-
paigns is subject to a ceil-
ing. The maximum limit of
election expenses was re-
vised in 2022, owing to a
rise in the number of elec-
tors, cost inflation index,
and virtual campaigns.




. }' Election Commission (EC) report reveals:

v Candidates in 2024 Lok Sabha elections spent an average of X57.23 lakh on
their campaigns.

v Shashi Tharoor (Congress) reported the highest individual expenditure of
%94.89 lakh.

v Pratima Mondal (TMC) spent the least — only X12,500.

- @ farae 3mAeT (EC) Y ROIE F IFTER:

v 2024 HFHEHT AT H 3FAIGART of e 257.23 @ @A vl
v FEE & A O F ge¥ 3A0F 294.80 a1 @I fRT

v JUIHA FEE A gl afasm Asd o 9@ FA 212,500 @9 {FT



* s Highest Expenditures | §9& 319 Td Hla arel

v Rahul Gandhi (Congress) spent X92.82 lakh on his campaign in Wayanad.

v Ganapathy Rajkumar (DMK) from Coimbatore spent X92.96 lakh.

v Three Karnataka MPs (Sunil Bose, B.Y. Raghavendra, and E. Tukaram) among

top spenders.

. # G98 3qF @F A ar 3FAIGAR:
wa(mﬂ)#m#mﬁmmwmzszww

oy

v 3THF & AMATT TAFAR (FIYECY) A %92.96 A& @A fhv|

v Feesd & die @we (g o, . udy, § gERe) s o
@Y F{ arel #H enfAer|



. ’ Lowest Expenditures | §d8 & Y el dra
v Engineer Rashid (Baramulla MP) spent only X2.10 lakh.
v Union Minister Kiren Rijiju spent X20.67 lakh.

¢ & 9] FH @I A _dId IFAIGAR:
%m?mgmﬁﬁwmﬁm%moww
|
v & 76 e RG] & 220.67 @ @9 fFw)



» Maximum Limit of Election Expenses | IaiTd gd Y AHaH dAT

v EC revised spending limit in 2022 dué to increase in total electors, cost

inflation index, and virtual campaigns.
v New limit for Lok Sabha candidates: X95 lakh (big states) & X75 lakh (small

states).

. S faras @d 1 AfFaA H=Am
v 2022 # ECS @F HIHAT 9G18 - Fel A3 T F&AT, HaRHIT AR
%ﬁwwaﬁ%mﬂwﬁ gu]
JWMERT%WH?W:
- g3 TSAT H 395 1@

- BIC TAT A 75 TG




* Election Monitoring & Transparency | delld et 3T yRefRar
+ o EC’s ‘Red Flag’ System | foyaTael 39T Y I8 Felar qommelt

v Election Commission uses a data-driven system to monitor spending
anomalies.
v Booth-level officers feed real-time data for tracking expenses.
v Automated alerts (‘Red Flags’) raised for discrepancies.
o o AT 3TAET Y IS Foldr goITel:
ST-3MUTRA JoITell & TeAld T W Ao @ el ¢l ,
TY-FaT AUFR IEdds 7T 7 @9 a1 Rafér a=d ¢
ﬁaﬂ A fagafa gdr 8, af Taarferd 37a< (Red Flags) STRY
I

ﬂ?&&&



Historical Perspective | Rfagi@s Tioecahior

Election funding has evolved since the Representation of the People Act (1951).

Political parties in India rely heavily on corporate donations and Electoral
Bonds.

Increased digital campaigning since 2014 has reduced traditional spending on
rallies.

WRA A Al BfET 1951 F Savfaftca sffaaw ¥ fefia g8 ¢
mm@mwmmmmmwmw
» 2014 ¥ RBfSed AR T & FROT IRINF AT W @T FA §30 ¢



« @ Geopolitical Angle | S:I"\-Tﬁlﬁﬁa? TieesIoT
 Comparisons with Global Election Spending (e.g., U.S., U.K.).

* India has one of the highest election costs globally, with increasing use of tech-
based campaigns.

* Debates on state-funding of elections to curb financial misuse.
'?‘?&aﬁ(ﬁ#, AR, feen) & e # IRa # gomEl W et
I

- Thellh-3TUIRT TR F 96d 3TANT & Y AR A oA dRrd faed
HA g9 30+

- FAT Y #H IREAT de F fav TsT-yrAfea gomEl W agd|
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Navy eyes fleet of
400 planes to boost
maritime security

400 atrcraft to bolster

secu enhance
its capability in both com-
and

raf into its Naval Alr Arm.
The = rbhar In-
dian Naval Aviation Tech-

fleec. including a fifth-gen-
eration twin-en; deck-
Dased fighter alrcraft 1o re-
place the curremt fighter
fleet.
The document also
the of

Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi with
Union Minister Sanjay Seth.
K BAGEA FRARASIC

twin-engine chopper un-
der the Utility Helicopter

Army has to evolve new
concepts to align with
emerging trends: CDS

General Anil Chauhan calls for inwv

in technol

Western countries or align with them: says warfare

BENGALURU

the only way forward,
Chief of Defence Staff
eral Anil Chauhan on Wed-

Maritime  (UHM) pro- | nesday said the Army has
amme, the Navy zaysicis | o evolve new concepts,

exploring for other | doctrines, o

original manu- o

facturers to design and de- o align

velop the helicopter inde- | itself with the emerging

pendently or through varfare and

copeers, heavy-lift helicop-
ters, and aeri

“Warfare ‘has become
and

uAv

will be the areas.
of focus .

The Navy is planning to
induct into #s Aeet the me-

sional. Aligning leq:hnol.ogy

and ideas if “we want to compete” with lh(.

< and multi

cial intelligence with auto-
and

control aireraft, am-

for Defence Sanjay Seth re-

leased the document at Ae-
ro India here.

‘While Hi Aero-

industan
Ltd_is developing a

© sanc
C295 Indigenously man
factured by TATA Ad-
vanced m Lad.

~Ne-

past
There is a need to adedress
the new environment on
sea and rapidly developing
tech space.” Tri-
pathi said.

fully,” he said. He gave ex-
amples of the role of artifi-

sixth-generation aircraft in
future warfare that are yet
to be known.

“Adapt adjust”
“Army has to adapt, adjust.
and ace, te the
emerging technologies.
You have to evolve new
. doctrines, or-
nisations, culture, and
processes.”

change the processes that
are made to acquire the
product and said, “By ac-
quiring a product you are
nmmll) behind five or 10
years because that produsct

already exists. We have to
invest in technology and

e les such -
tum scilence and artificial
intelligence that could

Jet across: The AF's Surya Kiran team displaying manceuyrers during Aero India event in Sengaluru on
Wednesday. Chief of Defence Staff Anil Chauhan made the comMents at the event. = s

PRAxsH

change the face of wartare.
‘Earlier, war was ration-
al ftwasa

India may revive plan
to procure six more
P-8I aircraft from U.S.

BENGALURU
tndia is looking to revive
the proposal to procure six

Ocher big-ticket deals in
the pipeline with the US._
thar could in the
talks are the co-production
of General Electric F414 jet

s and Stryker infan-
try combat vehicles in in-
dia under technology
transder

'he Navy had p(o)ecmd
et it e
P-81s sometime agp bux n
was deferred for a few
years. The P-8I, which can
hunt submarinés hurking n
the deep oceans, is the
mary platform for the
Indian Navy for long-range
survesllance and has be-
come critical

ful decision and finite, as

Combar earlier was seen
hat

It is expected to
figure in the talks
between Prime

LS, Prosident Trump

could find mention am
The outcomes of Mr. Modi's
visit. the sources added.
india has contracted 12
P-Sis in two batches, eight
under a SLzbllllon deal in
2009 four more in
2016, e v optional
clause in a deal worth over
Sibillion.

Deal in 2021
bubsequeml’y the Navy
as keen on 10 more air-
craft bus thae % got truncased
later and ovember
2019, the Deren.oe Acquisi-

P
S additona b8l atreraft
and related equipment, a
deal then estimated to cost
$2.42 billion_

= the

India is keen to procure
six additional P-Sis and

o
could change to humans
nst machines or ma-
chines against machines.
Technology can drive tac-

tics and vice versa’

have commenced regard-
ing pricing and other as-
pects. two sources in the
know © There is
a possibility Thant the incent
to commence discussions

P-8is will be the MQ-98 Sea
Guardian High Alttude
Long urance UAVS

will begin recefv-

stary
(l-us) Programme of the
LS. government.

SC to hear pleas on CEC appointment law next week

NEW DELsL

The Supreme Court on

Wednesday shifted the
hearing on petitions chal-
lenging the legality of a
new law which gives a do-
minant role to the Un.lon

for

the NGO Association for
Democratic Reforms.
which is one of the peti-
rs. indicated to a

the case was tume-sensitive
due to the impending re-

roment tirement of Mr. Kumar.
Pointment process of the Justice Kant, however, —
Chief Elechion Commis  asmured Mr. Bhushan that  The petitions againet the new
sioner and Election Com-  the “consequences™ of the  taw will be heard on Fenuany
o court n the va- 19, srsPHoTa
Incumbent CEC Rajiv udlty or the cma I-Je(non
Kumar is to re- and other fice) Act of 2023 would in-
tire from office on Febru- < y follow even if so-
ary 18 Co in
Advocate Prashant  of Service, and Term of OF  the interregnum.

petitioners had told
the court that they ideally
wanted a decision on the
fore the appoint-
the next CEC.

Court’s authority
In January, when the case

whether the court’s auth-
ority to pronounce binding
decisions under Article 141
of the Constitution could
be circumvented or diluted
by a law. “The real test

e is between the court's

opinion and exercise of le-
gislative powers.” a
sabd.
The petitions raise the
al legal question
Parliament pos-

BEL, Safran announce venture
for precision guided weapon

BENGALURU

Defence public sector un-

pon in India. The HAM-
MER is mounted on the Ra-
fale of the Indian Afr Force.

The Memorandum of

arac
scs Limited (Bl-:u and Sa-
fran

was sign
by K. V. Suresh Kusmar, Di-

lify or amend a C
n Bench

of France

rector BEL
and Ziegler. Ex-

1o establish a Centre of Ex-
aimed at enh:

ing India’s defence capabil-
itles, % relense froan the

partn o create a ice

it venmite for the mams.  Ban Blecuonks & Defense.

d that the law was | facturing. The will

sale. a of cranst-

023 to dilute a Constitu- | HAMMER (Highly Agile er, create opportunities for
Extend- Indian

) Smart precision
guided Air-to-Ground wea-

centre will bols(er )odn( in-
dustrial for the

Iy SMESs and position India
as a global hub for smart

Indian armed forces, &
stated.

‘Modi must bring up
tariffs, deportations
in talks with Trump’

NEW DELs

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi must raise the issue
of “2Ts — tariffs and trau-
martic deportation™ during

on
day. Mr. Modi will visit the
‘White House for a bilateral
meeting with Mr. Trump
on Thursday.
on xarm's. Mr. Kharge
sasd President
Trump's req:e'n( announce-
ment of a 25% tariff on ahs-
minium and steel imports
with “no exemptions, no
exceptions~ for any coun-
=y, had serlous repercus-
stons for India’s manufac-
turing sector. The US. is
the biggest market for
these two metals.

\ 4

Malbiarun Kharge

acerbate oversupply in
other  ste producing
marker:

“We must build closer
trade ties for both coun-
tries with a mutually benef-
icial framework, given that
the US. is one of our big-
l\l!.

The Congreas chief i
noted that the recent de-
portation of indian mi-

Erants o were sent
Back to tndia in a milicary
cufts

Steel tariff woes
A.-:-:Mdlng o Steel Secre-
In-
e cnky Capotts ' amaall
proportion of  the toeal

steel produced here to the
US. Out of 45 million
tonnes of steel produced in
India last year, just 95.000
tonnes was exported to the
U.S. The fear, though, is
that the U.S. tariffs will in-
crease compedu n and ex-

in s
chains — had raised s(rong
ong all
M MUSt Stress

recognise
the valuable comprehen-
sive global strategic part-

nership With the C.s:

KoLEATA

Former President Pranab
Mukherjee’s son Abhijit
Mukherjee 1o the

Madras HC allows Election
Commission to inquire into
AIADMK leadership dispute

crHENNAL

The Macdras High Court on
the

on Tl

o o ot -year stint in lhe
Trinamool

gress and in politics. As the

EC)
T B o if there were riv-
al groups =

r the ALADMK, and deu:lde
which of those groups was
actually entitled to be re-

of a
hghter [Kamada Kinkar
Mukherjeel, it was a bad
decision to quit the Con-
Sress. 1 ask forgiveness for
it. 1 should not have left the
Congress,” Mr. Mukherjee
said at his formal induction
ceremony here.

After formally signing
his membership, the form-
er Congress MP waved the

of Wi Bengal Congress
presidem Subhankar Sar-
kar, AICC general secre:

(..hulam Ahma
other leaders.

ignored during the sel
tion of candidates for the
Rajya Sabha

as the party.
Third Division Bench of

= were staking claim to
the AIADMIK. FiE F1oTS

fthe ALADMKI, in its writ

made by way of a counter
affidavit, that it would cer-
tainly abide by the court
orders passed In the civil
proceedings.
“Therefore, the appre-
of the

there will be
an attempt to h

rgved that
of

HC gives relief to man
denied passport over
family’s militant links

Ashiq

SHINAGAR

High
directed the Criminal In-

rival sections or splinter
groups in the party since
2,539 of the 2,665 general
council members and 61 of
the 65 MLAs were ba

the incumbent general se-
cretary, Edappadi K. Pala-

nis ., the Division
Bench left those issues to
be decided by the EC.

the orders of the civil court
are not justified. We, ho-
& clear that

(he inqulry o e crmmets
EC] would have

ot “within the four walls
of Para 15 of the Election

The Bench took note that
y as seven e
duals . who had been re-
ponecuy s o the
had lodged

(€CID) and m “Regional
1t Officer to consid-
based

cause his brother is a slain
militant snd his father an
overgr

~This court Is of the con-

toner for issuance of pass-

port  just _for  the
involvement of his brother
in

mninflucenced by the
conduct or activities

nlenh:r._l‘al.h:Lnt
the petitioner., it says

the petitioner, within two
“eeks thereafter™

The court was hearing a
petition filed by Moham-
mad Amir Malik, 29, a resi-
dent of Shagan, Khari teh-
S8 of Ramban.

Search for a job
The petitioner, Mr. Mal.ik a
diploma T,

to go abroad s
search of a good job and
applied for issuance of a
passport” but was denied
the with the re-

plalnts regarding the
before the EC

thas it

the year 2011 when he was

mark ~may likely to mimse
The cooet direction was
welcomed by

the report by
the

of
or splinter

an nterim stay against the
on D

or
the brother of the peuuon
er as well as his father.”

1t directed the Regional

wweeks on the report of the
@D and pass appro-
Prisce order in favour of

widely
parties.

lol’mzt Chief Minister
and Peoples Democratic
P
M ‘s deci-
sion “is certainly a step in
the rection™




SC to hear pleas on CEC appointment law next week

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday shifted the
hearing on petitions chal-
lenging the legality of a
new law which gives a do-
minant role to the Union
government in the ap-
pointment process of the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Election Com-
missioners to February 19.

Incumbent CEC Rajiv
Kumar is scheduled to re-
tire from office on Febru-

ary 18.

Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, appearing for
the NGO Association for
Democratic Reforms,
which is one of the peti-
tioners, indicated to a
Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N.K. Singh that
the case was time-sensitive
due to the impending re-
tirement of Mr. Kumar.
Justice Kant, however,
assured Mr. Bhushan that
the “consequences” of the
court’s decision on the va-
lidity of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of-

The petitions against the new
law will be heard on February
19. FILE PHOTO

fice) Act of 2023 would in-
evitably follow even if so-
mething had happened in
the interregnum.

The petitioners had told
the court that they ideally
wanted a decision on the
law before the appoint-
ment of the next CEC.

Court’s authority

In January, when the case
came up, Justice Kant had
highlighted that the test re-
garding the validity of the
2023 Act would hinge on
whether the court’s auth-
ority to pronounce binding
decisions under Article 141
of the Constitution could
be circumvented or diluted
by a law. “The real test
here is between the court’s

opinion and exercise of le-
gislative powers,” he had
said.

The petitions raise the
pivotal legal question
whether Parliament pos-
sessed the authority to
promulgate a gazette notifi-
cation or Ordinance to nul-
lify or amend a Constitu-
tion Bench judgment.

Petitioners, including
activist Jaya Thakur, have
claimed that the law was
introduced in December
2023 to dilute a Constitu-
tion Bench judgment in the
Anoop Baranwal case on
March 2, 2023.




. x Supreme Court to hear petitions on February 19 regarding the
new law that gives the Union Government a dominant role in
appointing the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election

Commissioners.

+ S A FIE 19 HEN & 3T IR W FoAar$ FI0, SN
AGY gATd Fd (CEC) 3T 37 ToIa 3mgqaar & g
m#ﬂwwﬁaﬁmwﬁmmmﬁaﬁw

|

» s Incumbent CEC Rajiv Kumar to retire on February 18.

S TAAT CECTSAT FAR 18 Tl FI Aarfeiga gl |



. }' Petitioners argue that the law passed in December 2023 undermines the
Supreme Court's Constitution Bench judgment (Anoop Baranwal case, March 2,

2023).

S ARAFTHAN FT dF ¢ & ¥R 2023 & il T gl F:iE &
Hﬁﬂg%#ﬁﬂﬁ(ﬁ?ﬁwm,zmzozmﬁm
T gl

* s The new law allows the Central Government to have more control over the
appointment process of election commissioners, potentially reducing Election
Commission’s independence.

AT Fefe] g AR P TG JPFal T AgFT gisvar & swfos
& ¢, a8 goT raer it FaadAar gsiad g aFdr



* Tl Supreme Court's Stand | {I"EI"ITI' HIC BT TG

. x Justice Surya Kant-led Bench has assured that the
"consequences" of the verdict will apply even if a decision is made

post-February 18.
AT AR T IHEeTdar arell fis o mrearas o

Waﬂéa:rﬁmmmwﬁ#maﬁmeﬁml

* s Key Legal Question: Can Parliament override a Constitution
Bench judgment via law or ordinance?

B AET Flefed] TeaT: FIT §HG T gaurlas dis & Haa #
FTelel AT IFEATEY EART F&ol el §7?



« 3 Supreme Court’s Authority vs Parliament’s Power | #T% FTOHR a1 AU erferd
« @ Article 141 of the Indian Constitution: Supreme Court’s judgments are bindin1g_ on all courts.

@ AT WA &7 Ieqeda 141 A HIC & hel Tl HeTeldl & ToIw STegepry
gl &

« @ Petitioners argue that Parliament cannot dilute a Constitution Bench ruling through
legislation.

@ TfRAFFAT F1 aF § F d0g v gaufas fis & bua F FT da@ FAGAR
el Y Thell|

« @ The government maintains that the law is constitutional and within Parliament’s legislative
powers.

nglta?rm%%u?mgﬁum%sﬁtm#mm¢m
T B



Historical Background | ¥fagiias q;“‘é‘ﬂﬁ

’ Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India Case (2023)
v Before 2023, CEC and ECs were appointed by the President on the advice of the Council of
Ministers.

v 20237 AT FIE F Haar Farm @ cec AR Ecs Hr AgfFa
Eﬁlﬁlﬁ?ﬁ, cusﬁrﬁwmﬁﬁwa%ﬁmaﬁraﬁﬁapma?ﬁaﬂ%c (to ensure

independence).
v Government’s 2023 law changed this, making it a committee dominated by the ruling party.

S [T AT A7 _HRT FE (2023)
;/)_{%03}3#@ CEC 3R Foira 3myral @1 fgfFa wsgufa, AfAuRyg #if Faw «w
I
\/2023a7mhﬂaﬁéﬁmﬁ#wm'aﬁ o 3R et & aar #r afAafa @Err [y
Y qaEar Y TS|
v AT 2023 FT FAT FlefeT FAG AR F 3fAF afaa aar g



« % Constitutional & Democratic Impact | gdutfas iR AFediiae gH9T

« @ Concerns Over Election Commission’s Independence
V' If the government controls the appointment process, the Election Commission may not

function independently.

«mwﬁmmmmm% A GAIT 3TN Y FIAAAT TATRAT B
ddhdl &

@ Potential for Bias in Elections
v A government-controlled EC could favor ruling parties, impacting free & fair elections.

v UF g e e ama, maﬂ’raﬂrﬂﬁmwm% Saa
FadT 3R fsaer gae TR @ @@ B

€ Comparative Perspective | 31 ?{Qﬁ $Y ?-ITvl?lT
v/ U.S., U.K., Canada — Election Commissions have independent selection panels.

J SRT & sit = e A Taad 99T GRS @ aRe
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oT kotak

RBI lifts business restrictions
on Kotak Mahindra Bank

The Reserve Bank of India (RBD on Wednesday
lifted the business restrictions placed on Kotak

¥ remedial

action. In Apei 2024, the regutatoe had
bank fro

new
customers m online and mobile banking
channels, and issuing fresh credit cards. e

supervisory concerns.
Submitted compliances. e KEI safd.

Ashok Levland Q3 net profit
grows 36% to X762 crore

Ashok Leyland Ltd. reported 36% growth in Q3

positive with net

cash of 2958 crore as against net
debt of 21,747 crore in the same period

year.

Bharat For 3 net profit
slides 16% to 213 crore

Bharat Forge Lid. reported 16% decline in Q3
consalidated net profit to 2213 crore from 254
eriod

crore in the year-ago ps
revenue from
December 31, 2024 slid
23,866 crore in the same

operations for the period
10% to 3,476 crore from

pe: year.
standalone basis, net profit fell 8% to 3346 crore

from ¥2,263 crore in the same

earlier. Standalone

period last year.

As PM Modi lands in U.S., Musk’s
Starlink steals a march into Bhutan

US. satellite-based i

service

THPHU

ven as all eyes are

rvic,
Starlink updated its pro-
duct availabitity map on
February 12, making Bhu-
tan 121st counlry in the
world to join its footprint.
India has thus far not

Call waiting: India has thus far not provided Starlink permission to
% an

provided Starlink permis-

issues and concerns from

the local telecom and satel-
lite industry.
o3 PO Modi arrtved tn
ashington for a 24-hour
Viott, Ovaials said the

ed to be uscd by lmuluuuns in runute

ture of Starlink's for
india could come up for

on.
Thus far, telecom offi-

dia, regulatory pro-
cesses remain vay.
“While optical fibres

Seartink

onal n-
frastructure remained sus-
tainable.

(With inputs from Aroon
Deep in New Delhi)

IIP growth skids to four-month low of 3.2%

NEW DELHI

India’s industrial ous

cember, with manufactur-
ing and mining sectors ris-
ing just 3% and 2.6%,
respectively, and consum-
er non-durables’ produc-
non :llpplng 7.6% from a

Ve Heciricity generation

Seatistics Office (NSO) also
4 the industrial
production growth assess-
ment for November 2024
o 5% from 5.2% estimated

erage

growth in
of 2024-25 to 3.95% from
2.73% in the second

s
end-use of products, re-
corded an uptick in De-
cember, pital
(p 10.3%) and con-
sumer durables (8.3%). In-

frastructure and construc-

nd respectively.
(Lansu!ner non-durables
remained a_worry, with

output levels for
these consumption-linked
items were at an ll-month

DGGI detects
fraudulent ITC

MARKETS

MARKEY waTCH

the Mining sectors record- | transactions
ed their best index reading C
in this fiscal year. worth ILI196 cr.

“This casts a doubt on a
material recovery of indus-
trial activity in the second | Press Trust of India
half of current fiscal PUNE
The 6% contraction In
consumer non-durables The Directorate General of
outlines the continued | GST Intelligence (DGGD

de- has RATES

Input Tax Credit (ITC) s

s ot Acong
Ratings & Research.
ICRAs chief economist

rore and arrested a

multiple locations in Pune,
Delhi. Noida and Muzaffar-
nagar, the DGGI probe
showed the accused had
set up shell entities that

generated fake Involces
S e way bills.

Need to
improve
liquidation
outcomes:
IBBI chairman

Saniay Vijavakumar

CHENNAT

insolvency and Bankrupt-

cy Board of India (IBBI)

Chairman Ravi Mital said

there is 2 growing need to

fmprove liquidation out-
es under

Insolven-
cy and Banlu'upn:y asey
Code, 2016.

“It is observed that un
December 2024,
completed liquidation o

amount realised by

objective
the 1B bt reaohumon oF din.
tressed compantes. Ho-
wever, when all aempts
w resolve the company

on among
ders, Mr. Mital said in the

vsletter.
“In 201713 for every
company was re-
Soived, ” five  companies
would go into liquidation.
However, in 202425 [ull
December 2024] for every
company that is resolved,
1.3 companies go into liqui-
dation. Therefore, there is
a visible trend reversal in
the number of companies
going into lquidation un-
™

the

Scope for further Improve.

ment, Mr. Mital added.
cm

SIDBI, AFD sign pact
to lend $100 miillion
to Indian MSMEs

COIMBATORE

The Small Industries Deve-
lopment Bank of India
(SIDBD) and AFD, France,
have signed a $100 million
credit facility agreement to

prises (MSMESs).
According to a press re-
lease, the partnership aims
to support sustainable
growth and drive the tran-
sitlon towards a low-car-
bor my. Lise Breuil,
AI-D country director, In-
dia, said in a release that

the “initiative also comple-
ments our work on the

Natco Pharma Q3 profit
net falls 38% to X132 crore

HYDERABAD

Generic drugmaker Natco

Indian
System Platform, which for
cuses on Integrating sus-
tainability and a climate-
perspective into Indian -
holders

dnns in the public sector~.
this credit

Tadllxy SIDEI alms to pro-
vide long-term financial so-
lutions that enable MSMEs
to adopt cleaner technolo-

net
profit for the December
quarter declined 37.75% to

revenue from operations at
2474.8 crove.

crore net profit and 21,3711
crore revenue from opera-
tions. Contribution from
e

(of 2 each). Previously. it
divi-

share for the June and Sep-
tember quarters,
respectively.

On the segmental reve-
nue split, for the quarter
ended December, it said
formulations export to-
talled 2285.8 crore, while

o

i
d quar-
ter was lower, Natco Phar-

xport
ness during the thir

the net profit was 80% low-
er and revenue from oper-
atlons fell 65%.

in the second quarter
ended September, the
Hyderabad-based compa-
ny had reported %676.5

was expected, it said in a
relenas oo Wedsewtay.
company de-
Clared s Inories diidend
of 150 per equity share

declined, albest marginally,
to 96.1 crore.

Revenue from active
pharmaceutical  ingre-
dients rose to 66.6 crore.

e in-
= to LTS5
crore from 30.2 crore a
year ago.

Despite volatile
markets, equity MFs
see 39,688 cr. inflow

the seg-
ment attracting 239,688
crore in January. driven by
sharp inflow o small cap
flexi-ca

even as market volatilities
coni

However, this was 3.56%
lower than the net inflow

into the segment, accord-

ing to data
sociation of Mutual Funds

released by As-

in  inda
Wednesday.

Moreover, inflows into
systematic investment

{(Amfi)  on

from December’s ¥26,459
crore.

Suven Pharma Q3 net
rises 78% to I83.29 cr.

HYDERABAD

Global private equity ma-
jor Advent International
firm Suven Pharmaceuti-

geiacer sose imace than
78% to 83.29 crore from
246,75 crore a year earlier.
=t ally, it was 3 tad
better. The contract deve-
lopment and manufa

crease in total income to
322 86 crore from 323416
crore.

The company said on a
proforma merged basis,
along with Cohance, which
is also an Advent entity, the
revenue icreased  40%
year on year o $676 crore.

Gross margins for the quar-
ter stood at 71.5% and ad-
justed EBITDA margins
Stood at 38.7%.

&y share. We continue to

business develop-
el g s
focused on high-value
CDMO offerings and ex-
pansion in niche technolo-
&y plaforms in line with

There is a strong mo-
mentum in our
COM

robust late-stage pipeline.
Phase 3 pipeline has ex-
panded now to 1S projects
with 9 molecules,” MD V.
Prasada said.

CX automation
firm Verint
opens centre
in Bengaluru

NGALURU
Verint, a New York-based

customer experlence (CX)
automation

Fortune

&y
said the company would
hire 1,000 Al experts, data

Shorter time gap between two tariff
hikes justified, need of the hour: VIL

NEW DELHI

\od.lfone Idea CEO Aksh-
aya = on wednes.
day it that comrent Te-
turn on capital metrics in
indian telecom sector justi-
fies shorter, even nine-

month time gap between
© of tariff hikes,
nst an “ideal” 12-

priv: india
cloud experts and people | — He!lance Jlo, Bhart Alrtel
with — had

in India by the end of 2026.

B would work in
partnership with the global
team to constantly en-
hance the Verint Open
Platform, support all
its clients spread across
100 5.

koot carits uty Tase
e

change s probably “a pos-
sibiliry and “the need of

\

Akshaya Mocodra

“In a normal scenario, 1
‘would have said that a time
£ap of one year is ideal bet-
ween two tariff increases.
However, | would add o

where
the return on capital is-
—.whether you the

market leader or you take

urning
tal. And in that
would say it is fairly justi-

fied.__if it can be faster, it
could be nine months also
I would say,” Mr. Moondra
said in an analyst call.
He added: ~I would say
in a normal situation, a 12
month period is ideal to
fmake sy changes ou ta:
riffs. But given where the
(oday the faster
tariff change iz probably a
passibiliey, and B need o

e Moorich ale
pressed optimism that a
solution for the adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) issue
would be

“As we have been saying

route was clos ave
been actively e with
e rnment to find a

pack-
2%e. And 5o while 1 under-

stand it Is at the govern-
ment’s option, but the fact
that the reforms
2021 it was pr
the conversion

of period of four years that
clearly shows the intent-
~povernment has provid-
lhat in the r pack-

pport
ey, where this ]
arises,” he said.

The rnment, he
said, is very cognizant of
the fact that support is
ne: this tim

ln\ts!menl Sycle. We are
posi results
Coming out of that. And go-
vernment is actually the
largest stakeholder in this
entire exercise. So they are
cognizant of this fact. And I
am confident that they will
find a solution.” he

Amx




SIDBI, AFD sign pact
to lend $100 million
to Indian MSMEs

M. Soundariva Preetha
COIMBATORE

The Small Industries Deve-
lopment Bank of India
(SIDBI) and AFD, France,
have signed a $100 million
credit facility agreement to
scale up green finance so-
lutions for Indian micro,
small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs).

According to a press re-
lease, the partnership aims
to support sustainable
growth and drive the tran-
sition towards a low-car-
bon economy. Lise Breuil,
AFD country director, In-
dia, said in a release that

the “initiative also comple-
ments our work on the
Greening Indian Financial
System Platform, which fo-
cuses on integrating sus-
tainability and a climate-
perspective into Indian fi-
nancial stakeholders
strategies, starting with de-
velopment finance institu-
tions in the public sector”.

By leveraging this credit
facility, SIDBI aims to pro-
vide long-term financial so-
lutions that enable MSMEs
to adopt cleaner technolo-
gies, improve energy effi-
ciency, and reduce carbon
footprint,” said CMD Ma-
noj Mittal.




» Context & Significance | U&3T 31X Agca

. x The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and
Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), France have signed a
$100 million credit facility agreement to promote green finance

solutions for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in
India.

B AT g 3gAer e dF (Sipsl) 3R B Fr v
AFD & R MSMEs & faT $100 fATaIsr &1 For HA=A AT

fFar 8, SaeT 3¢ceT gRa fasr AT (Green Finance
Solutions) Y §¢rdT &« g |



7z <\

. x This initiative aims to support

sustainable economic growth and \

transition towards a low-carbon

economy.

& ;H qgol T 3c6T TUTM

(Sustainable

Economic Growth) T d&TaT &alT

3 FH FET rdeaaEar

(Low-Carbon Economy) &7 311X

g6eT ¢l




. Long-term financial support for MSMEs to adopt green and
sustainable business models.
gMSMEsﬁFﬂHBﬁTFﬂﬁﬁWJﬁgﬂ'mﬂ?m

fadhr "grar|

. Focus on energy efficiency, cleaner technologies, and reduced
carbon footprint.

Fl G8TdT (Energy Efficiency), Faea WlgAIfeIfhal (Cleaner
Technologies)&ﬁT FIdel 3cHolel A FHA! (Carbon Footprint

Reduction) 9¥ IR |



. Part of the Greening Indian Financial System Platform, integrating
climate and sustainability in financial strategies.

"I BIEATATST RATEH CdewidA" &1 ffedr, S
gﬁﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁﬁq STAarg 3R TERAT T THhd FHIAT &

. Collaboration with development finance institutions in the public
sector.

4 adsifas & # e R geuet & e agann|

Helps India’s MSMEs transition to a greener economy.

ART & MSMEs HI gRa Fdcaaear & qRafda #:F & A




* o India’s Green Growth Strategy £7

 Aligns with India’s net-zero carbon emission
target for 2070.

e Part of India’s commitment under the Paris
Agreement (2015).

e Supports sustainable MSME growth, which
is a key contributor to GDP.

. ’ SIDBI’s Role in MSME Development
* Provides financial and non-financial support

to small businesses. ’
* Helps MSMEs adopt sustainable production
practices. /
4




India ranked
sixth in extreme
weather from
1993 to 2022

INDIA RANKED AS the sixth-
most severely-affected coun-
try by extreme weather events
from 1993-2022, recording
80,000 fatalities and eco-
nomic losses of around $180
billion,as perareport.Globally,
the report by Germany-based
NGO Germanwatch said more
than 9,400 extreme weather
events led to over 7.65 lakh
deaths and direct losses of
nearly $4.2 trillion. India expe-
rienced more than 400
extreme weather events in the
three decades,causinglosses of
nearly “$180 billion and
80,000 fatalities,it said. PTI
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~ cSs1dacnts € 1IIMposca in
dani Manlpur days after CM’ exit
§' ‘jlq President Murmu issues proclamation after receiving report from the Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla: Assembly is under
not says State govt.; State BJP failed to find an alternative kadushrp to replace Biren
Adani Green exits
y on an leader- pening before our eyes.
energy project NEW DELHI Repeating histon, ship to replace Mr. Singh.  Since our government took
in Sri Lanka el e e S More than 250 people :haxgzln\larchzol7zhe
e, svipur is among States w estinstonces of Presidents s MOre than 220 people e e e
coLowno pur Chief Minister  m1us macks the 11:h tine = The latest instance was Bround 60,000 people dis:  Bod. Afier the My 3, 2033
Adani Green on Wednesday N. Biren Singh re- 277 darys from June 2, 2001 to pbced in the ethnic vio- incident, the situation has
withdrew f signed, s Rule _g Morch 6, 2002 lence between the tribal become even more critl-

3442 mlion renewable energy
project in northem Sri Lanka,
amid fierce opposition from
locals and a legal battle over
its approval

and potential

Influenza (Dird fhu) outbreak in
some parts of State. » PAGE 3

was imposed on Thursday
in the northeastern State
that has been affected by
ethnic violence for the past
two years.

President Drou'padl
Murmu Issued a proclam:
ton under Article 356 nf
the Constitution on Thurs-
day after receiving a report
from Governor Ajay Kumar

accor-
Gance with the provisions
of the Constitution of
ndia®.
A statement by the Ma-
spur government said the
Spur Legislative As-
sembly will be under sus-

= Tha st was for
5 days from January
12 10 March 19, 196

March 22

pended animation™. The
Assembly has not been dis-
solved, a government offi-

cial said.
Ms. Murmu issued the
wursday,

liament and shall cease to
operate at the expiration of
two months unless ap-
proved by resolutions of
the Houses of

B ahoe hom o
Houses of Parliament were
adjourned till March 10 at
the conclusion of the first
half of the jomn.
Article 356 (3) of the
Constitution states that the
proclamation shall be laid
before each House of Par-

A political crisis had
emerged in the State since

The State Bharatiya ja-
nata Party (BJP} leadership
fafled to reach a consensus

Kuki-Zo and the Meitei pe-

ople in the Stare that erupe-

ed on May 3, 2023.
Minutes before the or-

stating that {llegal immi-
ontinues to be on

therise.
“Our land and identity
are under threat. With a
small population and limit-

Regime (FMR) were rapidly
shifting Manipur's demo-
graphic balance. This is
not speculation, It is hap-

cal.” Mr. Singh said.
He urged all authorities
concerned to take serious

indigenous Tribal Leaders
Forum (ITLF), a Kuki-Zo
body, said President’s Rule
(PR) was preferable than a
change of Chief Minister.

SEVERELY DAMAGED
» PAGE 4

Caste Hindus attack
SC youth in T.N. for
riding two-wheeler

referred him o the Go-

g
SIVAGANGA

20-year-old Scheduled
Cacte colicge student in Sk
vaganga district in south
amil Nadu was amacked
by a th ber gang of

Rajajl
Madurai, pall(e said. All
the three persons were ar-

‘Rattled soctety”
the Incident,

caste Hindus on Wednes-
for riding a motorcy-

The victim suffered mul-
tple injurtes and was

The three persons were

police registered cases un-
der various sections, In-

Act, d on a complaint
from the victim’s mother
Chellammal

A preliminary mqu.rv
revealed that Ayyasami,
Feiierss of Mobgetcor
near Manamadural, and a

The Hindu that the Tamil

Nadu government had not

been able to end such
nce.

Such repetitive s
against marginalised
people would lead to a so-
ctal turmodl, he sald. When

group of yo s,
weapons casually, it ractled
y. The ment,

irrespective of

with such

s!udenl Anthe Rl Lurts;
gam rnment Col-
tega of s and Science,

Kumar, 21, Adiswaran, 22,
and V.\]hrasu. 21 — inter-
questioned
lum for rldlng the bike in
frone of them
An altercation ensued
and one of the attackers
pulled out a vaal (sword-

Injuries on the hands.
rrified Mr. Ayyasami
ran from the spor o his
e. His mother rushed
him to hospital. After first
aid, he was taken to the Si-
vaganga Government Med-
scal Colle,
Subsequently, doctors
cm
3

Af: ng team from
Evidence Madural, 2 non-
governmental  organisa-
tion, visite dur

Manamadurai
on Thursday and #s execu-
tive director A. Kathir said
one among the accused
had teased the victim Mr.
Ayyasamy in a similar fash-

ion in April 2024
hen the issue was re-
ported to the police, the
of the

accused had
apologised to the authori-
ties on behalf of her son.
Now, the same

had committed the crimi-

nal offence.
D

Sacred night

Shia Muslims light candles 3t the grave of their famity members and relatives to mark Shab-e-Barat, i S(N3EAr on THUrsday. MRANNISSAR

Tariffs, immigration
may take centre stage
in Modi-Trump talks

WASHINGTON DC

Prime Minister Narendra

Biden administration, the
official sald he expected

ton on
(early Thursday
tme) for bilateral talks
with U.S. President Donald
with

to continue under the

mp  administration,

emphasising supply chain
and

mp,
the objective of managing
the relationship with the
-elected  Presi-
Gent, whose style revolves
around an ‘America First”
ethos and a trademark

tion, semiconductors and
critical minerals.

On energy, another offi-
cial said the U.S. “will
prioritise India as 3 key im-
porter of America’s natural

Mr. Modi, who flew into
Washington after a visit to
France, Is one of the early
E1ﬂlors -

e Taides — 15 Vit the
Witite *Touse ‘since. Mr.
Trump wlurned W power
on January 2

Yarifle, rade in defence

india was designated a
Major Defence Partner of
the U.S. in 2016, during the
first Trump administration
and the two sides are
“moving towards signing a
new defence framework”,
one of the officials said.
The U.S. was discussing

and energy,
and the Indo-Pacific are on
the menu for the bilateral
talks at the White House.
days and hours in the

government
Toed atke in"Pastiament
after the Trump adminl
tration deported 104 In-
dian citizens to India,
King many of them.
ursday morning.
M nump announced that
he be signing an or-
der o reciprocal tariffs tn
afterncon  —
hours before the meeting
with Mr. Modi. Mr.

world by reinstating 25%
tariffs on steel and alumini-
um, imposing tariffs on
China, announcing — and
then pausing — tariffs on
Mexico and Canada.

rnment had an-
nounced some tariffreduc-
dons and

FM unveils Income Tax Bill 2025 in
LS that seeks to simplify compliance

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman introduced the
new Income Tax Bill of
2025 in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday, aimed at simpli-
fying and revamping the
Income Tax Act,

First draft

8ill, 2025, and the Income Tax Act
Lit s intended to replace

Income Tax | the!

—

et e e T . ‘,w
" )‘/ ‘L

(Rechucti
Addition)

over 4,000 times since it
came into force In April
1962, and s viewed as
complicated and cumber-
some by taxpayers as well
as accountants.
i Sitharaman, who
d a compre-
Pencte Favicw of e i
law to make it concise, and
easy o while

Roductioe: 24 chapro:

Reduction: 283 secbens

Aadition: 35 tables.

Radition: 40 formulae

providing tax certainty

and bring down MNtigation,

in her 202425 Budget pre-

sented last July. said the

roposed Bill will be sent

for a review to a select
of

The new Bill nearly
halves the current direct
tax law's S lakh-odd word

count,
ber of chapters from 47 to

*smultiple terms such as

“assessment year”,

Vious year= and ~fiza

year” s and

Practitloners had o keep
ack of, will n

“pre-
ncial

plzced by "t.xx year~ and
“financial yeal

The “tax )e.u will be
the unit period for taxation
and shall be referred in res-

be used for compliance ti-
melines and procedural is-

es.

ultiple provisions re-
lating 1o tax deduction at
source (TDS) and tax col-
lected at source (TCS) have
also been brought together
in one place.

part of the Unlon Budget
on February I. Reports also

gest that India is consi-
dering tariff cuts on other

us. i ts. These steps
were “well recefved”
e Trump administration,

official was one of several
who spoke to reporters on
a Thursday morning brief-
ing call.

“Fair’ agreement likely
The official suggested that
there would be an announ-
cement around what they
described as a “falr” India-
U.S. bilateral trade agree-
ment in 2025. Mr. Trump
wviews countries that have
trade surpluses with Amer-
ica as taking advantage of
the U.S.

Asked about the future
of the India-U.S. Initiative
on Critical and unerglng
Technologies

the official added, linking
this to bringing down the
trade deficit.

Trump’s priorities
On whether Mr. Trump
would raise the issue of an

more
than the safety of every
American, and that is the
continued pos!
administratio
ing the words of

the Biden administration,
one of the officials de

and officlals. Mr. Mod! m:
with U.S. Nalonal Security

Adviser Michael Walz,
Trump ally and former Re-
publican presidential
ful

Mr. Modi met with Tulsi
Gabbard, who had just
been sworn is as Director
of Natsonal Intelligence.
“There is strong poten-
tial for eonperstion In sed
Al semiconduc-
tors, space and more,” Mr.
Modi tweeted after his con-
versation with Mr. Waltz,

"lud a very good meet-
elonmusk in

Washington .+ With Mr.
Musk the Prime Minister
said he had discussed inno-
vation, space, mobility and
technalogy.




President’s Rule imposed in
Manipur days after CM’s exit

President Murmu issues proclamation after receiving report from the Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla; Assembly is under

suspended animation, not dissolved, says State govt,; State BJP failed to find an alternative leadership to replace Biren

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

our days after Mani-
F pur Chief Minister

N. Biren Singh re-
signed, President’s Rule
was imposed on Thursday
in the northeastern State
that has been affected by
ethnic violence for the past
two years.

President Droupadi
Murmu issued a proclama-
tion under Article 356 of
the Constitution on Thurs-
day after receiving a report
from Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla.

The order said she was
satisfied that a situation
had arisen that the “gover-
nance of that State cannot
be carried on in accor-
dance with the provisions
of the Constitution of
India”.

A statement by the Ma-
nipur government said the
“Manipur Legislative As-
sembly will be under sus-

Repeating history

Manipur is among States with highest instances of President’s Rule

B This marks the 11th time
President’s Rule has
been imposed

u The first was for
66 days from January
12 to March 19, 1967

® The longest was for

2 years and 157 days
from October 17, 1969, to
March 22,1972

MANIPUR

pended animation”. The
Assembly has not been dis-
solved, a government offi-
cial said.

Ms. Murmu issued the
proclamation on Thursday,
an hour after both the
Houses of Parliament were
adjourned till March 10 at
the conclusion of the first
half of the Budget session.

Article 356 (3) of the
Constitution states that the
proclamation shall be laid
before each House of Par-

B The latest instance was
277 days from June 2, 2001, to
March 6, 2002

m Rishang Keishing of the

Congress became the
first Chief Minister to
complete his full term.
Okram Ibobi Singh of
Congress was the first Chief

Minister to finish not one but
three terms

liament and shall cease to
operate at the expiration of
two months unless ap-
proved by resolutions of
both the Houses of
Parliament.

A political crisis had
emerged in the State since
Mr. Singh stepped down
on February 9 after a meet-
ing with Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The State Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) leadership
failed to reach a consensus

on an alternative leader-
ship to replace Mr. Singh.

More than 250 people
have been killed and
around 60,000 people dis-
placed in the ethnic vio-
lence between the tribal
Kuki-Zo and the Meitei pe-
ople in the State that erupt-
ed on May 3, 2023.

Minutes before the or-
der was issued, Mr. Singh
posted in a message on X
stating that illegal immi-
gration continues to be on
the rise.

“Our land and identity
are under threat. With a
small population and limit-
ed resources, we stand vul-
nerable...After the tragic
events of 3rd May, 2023
our state machinery has
struggled to respond effec-
tively. An unguarded 398
km border with Myanmar
and the Free Movement
Regime (FMR) were rapidly
shifting Manipur’s demo-
graphic balance. This is
not speculation, it is hap-

pening before our eyes.
Since our government took
charge in March 2017, the
challenge has only intensi-
fied. After the May 3, 2023
incident, the situation has
become even more criti-
cal,” Mr. Singh said.

He urged all authorities
concerned to take serious
note and intensify efforts
to detect and deport illegal
immigrants from Manipur,
adding that he will conti-
nue this fight with unwa-
vering commitment.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the Indian Na-
tional Congress had been
demanding  President’s
Rule for almost 20 months
and it finally happened.

Ginza Vualzong of the
Indigenous Tribal Leaders
Forum (ITLF), a Kuki-Zo
body, said President’s Rule
(PR) was preferable than a
change of Chief Minister.

SEVERELY DAMAGED
» PAGE 4




11th President’s Rule In 57 Years
Da

ys
Jan 12, 1967- —iA
March 19, 1967
Reason: To facilitate
first election in
Manipur, then a UT

Oct 25, 1967-Feb 18,
1968: Fall of govt

Oct 17,1969-March 22,
1972: Insurgency and
worsening law and
order situation amid
statehood demand

March 28,1973-

March 3, 1974: Govt May 16, 1977-June 28,

could not be formed 1977: Fall of govt

Nov 14, 1979-Jan 13, triggered by defections

1980: Corruption

charge leading to

govt dismissal Feb 28, 1981-June 18,
1981: Fall of govt

Jan 7, 1992- : :

April 7, 1992: Fall triggered by defections

of govt triggered by

defections Dec 31, 1993-Dec 13,

1994: Naga-Kuki clashes

June 2, 2001- Feb 13, 2025: Lack of
Mar 6, 2002: Govt consensus over Biren's
collapses after loss successor amid

of majority Meitei-Kuki strife

...............................................................................................



* Context & Significance | & 3R HAga

’ Four days after Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh resigned, President’s Rule was
imposed on February 15, 2024.

xﬂfﬁrwa:mmﬁm 4o AT & 3&dd & IR & 91, 15 HEd 2024 H
Tegafar T oy R |

ﬁ The decision was made due to ongoing ethnic violence and the inability of the BJP-led state
government to fmd an alternative leader.

gnaﬁmi%m mmmmﬁa—daﬁrmﬁvﬁma:ww
forar )

s President Droupadi Murmu issued a proclamation under Article 356 of the Constitution
after receiving a report from Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

%WMH##W#W%G%WHW#WQWW




* What is President’s Rule? | ITrsgqfer AT 4T g7

. President’s Rule is imposed under Article 356 when a state government fails to
function as per the Constitution. .

] 31Te9¢ 356 & ded, 9 fhdl TsT WeR &1 Fauae T § ST ST
. D
FAHT g AT ¢, A Tsgufar T o] fFam Jar g

. The state government is dismissed, and the Governor administers the state directly
under the President'’s guidance.

1 TS @R H 797 FT @ar Jrar g, 3 TsT &1 9eT Tsgdre Iseufa
& fader av TS g1
* [_| The proclamation must be approved by Parliament within two months.

1 Irsgafer emeer Y SO Y WEG A A A & Hiay A A gt B




* Why Was President’s Rule Imposed in Manipur? | ?Fl'ﬁl'gT H TITQ'CIﬁ'
THA AT S9TIT IAT?

* V' Ethnic violence between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei communities since
May 2023 has led to over 250 deaths and 60,000 people being
displaced.

v A% 2023 & Fhr-a 3 Al & & s B r A
25,3?#3ﬁ€1a:ah’faﬁrma 60,000 CIDEEID LAY



* vV Repeated demands from opposition parties like Congress for
President’s Rule.

;ﬁﬁq&ﬁaﬁ(ﬁ#m)aﬁaﬁmﬁwqﬁrammnﬁ
HIT|

* V' Concerns over illegal immigration from Myanmar and rising
demographic imbalance.

w@mmmmwmw
|



* s This is the 11th time President’s Rule has been imposed in
Manipur.

# a8 11dt 9 ¥ 99 AR & wseufa o wemar I
. ’ Previous Instances | oo 3eT8or:

* First instance (1967): Imposed for 66 days from January 12 to March 19,
1967.

* Longest instance (1969-1972): Lasted for 2 years and 157 days.

* Most recent instance (2001-2002): Lasted for 277 days from June 2,
2001, to March 6, 2002.



. x Rishang Keishing of the Congress was the first CM to complete a
full term.
S Rarer AT (FEA) ggo AT T gl 3r9a
HIEHT G ) 7

» & Okram Ibobi Singh was the first CM to complete three full terms.

S A gl g i I e drel Ugel aAdT I
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The Modi visit to Fi held
strategic implications
uring his Viske w France this week, Prime
Ainiste: stated that India
and France could be a force for -global
_ This ed signifi-
gant geopolirical context for bom him and his
host, French Presidens manue . The

1 Macron.
wisit took place just Betore Mr. Modi's scheduled
i)

pto

ton's unpredictability has reshaped global dy-

s was Mr. Modi's sixth visit to France

o Priime Ministor, whiile Mr. Macron has eraveliod

to India three times, fostering their visible rap-

ol the Al Action Sum-

There, they {n-
augurated a new Indian consulate, visited

rmiltilateral thermonuclear reactor profect, and

toured a Thek fo-

cused on zhe defence

‘on missil, andjet en-
gines. India also o{fe&d Indian-made rocket
Launchers. Days after the Modi government an-

The problematic globalisation of medical education

trange things are going on worldwide in
the area of medical education. On
one hand, there appear: mbe-shonaee =
of medical

doctors, while at the same

. oppose increased
ofen medicine, As a result, there
of

h@‘

nts fr
-income countries. While

mid- and
once

was.
lated, but at the same time

their home ] bm a conservative estimate
o be more than 2,00.000
countries

might put the number

hany of them In lnsurudons and

le g
glwanmdicadm
had 24,000 m:

abroad, malnly, but not exclusively, from Hdia.

The India crisis
Incia e an interesting example. The country has a

ukralne. before the Fussian
ical studen:

now it is

Bosto

with

gher

and Distinguishes

the Center
nat

and OAEMG),
Educati

rEducanica A
L uS. (AUA) College o ne., a Caril

countries are controlled by Indians. One such
is the Manipal College of Medical
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The problematic globalisation of medical education

trange things are going on worldwide in

the area of medical education. On the

one hand, there appears to be a shortage

of medical doctors, while at the same
time governments, and in many cases also
medical doctors themselves, oppose increased
access to the study of medicine. As a result, there
has been an increase in international mobility of
medical students from high-, mid- and
low-income countries. While once medical
education was international, now it is nationally
regulated, but at the same time becoming
internationalised. Because of national and global
health needs, it is worth examining this particular
global medical environment.

No one knows how many international
students are studying in medical schools outside
their home countries, but a conservative estimate
might put the number to be more than 2,00,000
— many of them in institutions and countries with
questionable quality of medical preparation. To
give an indication, Ukraine, before the Russian
invasion, had 24,000 medical students from
abroad, mainly, but not exclusively, from India.

The India crisis

India is an interesting example. The country has a
severe shortage of doctors. The demand for
places in medical colleges is considerable and, as
aresult, competition for places is intense.
Annually, approximately 2.3 million students sit
for the national medical school entry
examination, but only one in around 22
successful candidates is able to enter the
country’s 700-plus medical colleges.

The fierce competition for medical seats in
India has compelled many students to explore
opportunities abroad. It is estimated that more
than 20,000 Indian medical students go abroad
to study. With limited government medical seats
and high tuition fees in private institutions,
studying medicine abroad has emerged as an
“affordable” and practical alternative for Indian
aspirants. Countries such as Russia, pre-war
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, the Philippines, China,
Mauritius, and Nepal have become attractive
destinations.

Interestingly, some of the institutions in foreign
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foreign medical
education is
widespread,
almost
completely
unknown, and
unregulated

countries are controlled by Indians. One such
institution is the Manipal College of Medical
Sciences in neighbouring Nepal, the country’s
first private medical college which was
established in 1994. It is operated by the Manipal
Education and Medical Group (MEMG),
Bengaluru. The American University of Antigua
(AUA) College of Medicine, a Caribbean medical
school, is also a division of Manipal. This reflects
a broader strategy of Indian education groups
expanding their footprint overseas to meet the
growing demand from Indian students.

However, studying medicine abroad comes
with its own challenges, particularly for those
who wish to practise in India. Indian students
who complete their programmes from foreign
institutions must clear the national licensing
examination to qualify for medical practice in
India. They are also required to complete a
medical internship upon their return. Similarly,
Indians wishing to practise medicine in other
countries must satisfy licensing and other
requirements of those countries — and one can
find Indian doctors throughout the world. This
illustrates that governments are aware of the
varying standards of medical education around
the world.

In a significant announcement during the
Union Budget speech in February 2025, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman highlighted the
government’s achievements in medical
education. She stated that the government had
successfully added nearly 1.1 lakh undergraduate
and postgraduate medical education seats over
the past decade, an increase of 130%. She also
revealed plans for further expansion in the
medical education sector by announcing that an
additional 10,000 seats would be introduced in
medical colleges and hospitals in 2026. This
initiative is part of a broader five-year goal to add
75,000 new seats, aimed at addressing the
growing demand for qualified medical
professionals.

Not just a Global South phenomenon

The case of medical education in India illustrates
the problematic phenomenon of students leaving
the Global South, in particular South Asia and

Africa, to study medicine in other mid-income
countries — and often to remain abroad. But the
trend is broader.

For many years, students from western
countries such as France, Germany, the
Netherlands, and Norway, have been going to
neighbouring countries for their medical studies,
due to a lack of access at home. Romania, where
medical study is provided in French, Hungary,
and Poland are common host countries. Hungary
and Poland also receive medical students from
the United States. Thousands of U.S. students
study medicine in these two countries, as well as
in Ireland, the Caribbean, and the United
Kingdom.

Medical programmes in central and eastern
Europe, as well as in Central Asia, cater to
diaspora students and teach in English. The
Medical University of Warsaw, for instance, has
medical study programmes in both Polish and
English. Currently, due to a lack of national
funding for places at their home universities,
about 3,000 Norwegian medical students receive
scholarships to study abroad, mainly in central
and eastern Europe.

In other words, the phenomenon of foreign
medical education is widespread, almost
completely unknown, and unregulated. Where
entire medical schools are devoted to
international enrolments, they are almost
exclusively for-profit institutions. Medical schools
established in non-English speaking
environments, such as Poland and Ukraine, offer
English-medium medical curricula to attract
high-fee-paying international students.

Balancing demand and quality concerns

As the recent Budget speech shows, the
government is starting to see the problem, but
solutions are expensive and meet opposition
from inside the medical establishment, which
fears a deterioration of their privileges and elite
status. Yet, with an aging population, the need for
quality medical doctors will only increase. The
growing number of students looking for medical
education abroad illustrates a potential, but there
is an overall lack of quality control. More
attention is needed on this key challenge.




» Context & Significance | U&3T 31X Agca

. x Medical education is becoming increasingly globalised, with
many students from low and middle-income countries, including
India, pursuing degrees abroad due to limited seats in domestic

medical institutions.
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f This trend raises concerns about the quality of education, licensing
reqwrements and regulation of foreign medical institutions.

S Rfecar e Y Ioraar, AT ATaegFaTHT
ﬁtsg?aﬁﬁ%mwma;ﬁwﬁwmwma%l

f Countries like Ukraine, Russia, China, the Philippines, and Nepal
have become major destinations for Indian medical students.
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* The Indian Medical Education Crisis | ¥R # Rfdcar e &
Hh<
| | India has a severe shortage of doctors, and competition for

. o

medlcal seats is extremely high.

IR H STacl HT A FAT § 3R Aftda e & e
giaeaT rcafas HioT B

* V' Annually, approximately 2.3 million students appear for medical
entrance exams, but only 22,000 successful candidates get into

government medical colleges.

v &0 WISl ST 23 @ B9 Af¥wer yaer gdem & § afra
Fa 22,000 & TEHFN ARFT Fiaat F T8 7 Ty T




* v This leads to more than 20,000 Indian students seeking medical
education abroad every year.

v 3% HROT g1 ATl 20,000 ¥ 31f8F AR o1 fager &
AfSha ReT yod WA IS

* V' Foreign medical education is often cheaper than private medical
leges in India, making it a more attractive option.

|
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* vV However, students face licensing and regulatory challenges upon
returning to India, such as clearing the Foreign Medical Graduate

Examination (FMGE).

v BT, maﬁmﬁaﬁwa@ﬁﬁraﬁtm
a#lf?rzl’rasrmmmqgm% fr fQeelt AfzFa
TATaF GO (FMGE) T ST



* Globalisation & Foreign Medical Institutions | dedisor 3t RAeh
AfSFa g
« [_] Foreign medical education is expanding rapidly, with

international private medical colleges targeting students from low
and middle-income countries.
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* v Caribbean nations such as Antigua and Barbuda have medical
schools that serve Indian students but are often not recognized by
the Indian Medical Council.

v T3 3R aREsT S FRAAE o 7 aAfdwa & §,
AfFT 58 HRART ARFA FI3AT GaRT AT UIod AT B

« V' Eastern European countries like Romania, Hungary, and Poland
are also becoming popular due to their relatively lower costs.

v Qe gar 3 didds o qdt Jadr Qor ot s e
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. ChaIIen$es of Studying Medicine Abroad | e & Rfhcar e

e [ ] Whlle studying abroad offers opportunities, it also presents
several challenges.

Rer & Fl A HaaX RAead &, dfhe Tl
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* v Licensing Issues: Indian students must clear the Foreign Medical
Graduate Examination (FMGE) to practice in India.

v ATRATR THET: ARG OEF &l AR H 31T o &
fT FMGE qdteTr 30T 3T giar g



* v Quality Concerns: Many foreign institutions lack infrastructure and

faculty, leading to poor training quality. o
%Wm%m:a?éﬁé%ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁw
ardl A a7 7eT §d, Tad FiRIGToT &l [uraer JaTdd
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* V' Language Barriers: In non-English speaking countries like Russia
and China, students must learn the local language to communicate
with patients.

v HTYT §T8T: &0 3R AT S8 IR-31ISIT AT 82 H ST Sl
FAIST & I Jalg el & [T TATAT HTNT HW@eAT gidr gl




 V Clinical Exposure Issues: Some foreign institutions do not offer
adequate practical exposure, which affects medical skills.

v seIfeie 313 T WAEAT: o fagelt EuE # aragiRe
ITIGTOT T qATC Hiaer =1g1 Fiell, forad fafecda aterer
JHTIAT & g

* V' Recognition Issues: Not all foreign medical degrees are recognized
by the National Medical Commission (NMC) of India.

v AT AET: a1 fagel Afsed [ &l IR &
TSO T RAfehcdr 3MART (NMC) GaRT AT gl &l SiTdT|




+ @ Government Measures & Reforms | @Y&R!I 39T UG TUR

[ _]1 Recognizing the challenges, the Indian government is expanding
medical education opportunities domestically.

(] gl &1 §#ed g, AR IIFR oo AfSFHd fem &
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* v/ Budget 2025 Announcement:
* 14,000 new medical seats added in the last decade.

. 2026 d&F 10,000 AT ARF Fraa 3T ITAATAT T TATIAT
& YEIT| .
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* V Increasing MBBS seats in government colleges to reduce the need for
students to study abroad.

v TR AfHa st A MBBS HIE 91§ ST (@ § aife Smal & [Ader
H Tgat I S HA gl

* V' Regulating foreign medical education through accreditation and licensing
rules.

v AFGAT 3T aAfe AIAT & Areaw @ Qe Afwd Rem &
A R a1 @I R

* V' Making FMGE more structured and improving returnee medical training.

v FMGE &I 3% suafeyd samar i @7 § 3R dlest arer sigedl & fAvw
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‘Tax Year’ Concept




The Income-Tax Bill, 2025, introduces a new ‘Tax Year’ concept, replacing the existing
Assessment Year, aiming to simplify tax reporting.

What is the ‘Tax Year’ Concept?

The Tax Year refers to a 12-month period starting from April 1, during which income
will be assessed and taxed in the same financial year.

It replaces the Assessment Year system, where income was taxed in the year following
the financial year in which it was earned.




» Key Differences from the Old Regime:

Feature
Definition
Reporting System
Flexibility

Clarity

Old Regime (Assessment Year)
Income taxed in the following year
Delayed assessment process

Rigid compliance structure

Complex cross-referencing

New Regime (Tax Year),

Income taxed in the same year
Real-time tax reporting
More adaptable tax reporting

Simplified, structured taxation



* Features of the ‘Tax Year’ Concept:

* Synchronizes Income & Taxation: Ensures taxes are paid in the same year income is
earned.

* Simplifies Compliance: Reduces confusion regarding financial year and assessment
year.

 Modernized Tax Framework: Makes tax filing more transparent and efficient.

 Enhances Revenue Collection: Reduces tax evasion by enabling real-time assessment.

* Improves Clarity: Tax deductions, rates, and exemptions presented in a tabular
format for better understanding.




e Significance of the New Tax Year System:

* Aligns with Global Practices: Brings India closer to international taxation
standards.

» [Eases Taxpayer Burden: Simplifies tax filing and assessment for individuals and
businesses.

* Reduces Litigation & Disputes: Transparent assessment minimizes errors and
delays in tax processing.

e Enhances Government Efficiency: Streamlines tax administration for faster
refunds and revenue collection.




HERE’S A QUICK COMPARISON

NO. OF WORDS CUT ON:

I-T Bill,

2025

Word count 5.1L 2.6L

Chapters 47 23 Exemptions | 30,000 | 13,500

Sections 819 536 TDS/TCS 27,453 | 14,606
T 12, 7,600

Formulae 6 46 organisation 0




Ongole Breed Cattle



* Viatina-19, an Ongole breed cow,
recently set a world record by selling for
$4.82 million (~X41 crore) in Brazil,
surpassing Japan’s Wagyu and India’s
Brahman breeds.




 About Ongole Breed:

e What is the Ongole Breed?

* Ongole cattle is a native Indian Bos Indicus breed known for its high strength,
disease resistance, and heat tolerance.

* It has been historically used for agriculture, dairy, and breeding purposes,
contributing to livestock economies.




 Native Region & Distribution:

* Native to: Prakasam district, Andhra Pradesh, India.

* Found in: Villages around Guntur, Vinukonda, Narasaraopet, Ongole,
Kandukur and along the Gundlakamma and Alluru rivers.

* Also known as the Nellore breed due to its historical association with Nellore
district.




 Global Recognition:

* Highly valued in Brazil, USA, and Australia for crossbreeding and dairy farming.
 Brazilian-developed Ongole cow, Viatina-19, became the world’s most expensive cow in 2025.

e Historical Significance:

* Traces of Zebu (Bos Indicus) cattle, including Ongole breed, date back to Indus Valley
Civilization (3000 BC).

* Rigvedic texts mention cattle as an essential part of socio-economic life.



Dorka Metal Craft




* Prime Minister of India gifted a Dokra
artwork to French President Emmanuel
Macron during the Al Summit in Paris,
showcasing India’s rich handicraft
traditions.




 About Dokra Metal Craft:

e What is Dokra Metal Craft?

Dokra (Dhokra) is a non-ferrous metal casting technique, using the lost-wax
casting method, which has been in practice for over 4,000 years.

It is known for its primitive simplicity, unique folk motifs, and handcrafted
designs without any joints.




Region Found In:
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, West Bengal,
Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil

Nadu.

Adilabad Dokra (Telangana)
received the Geographical
Indicator (Gl) tag in 2018.

J




* Features of Dokra Art:

Handcrafted Metalwork: Made mainly from brass and copper-based alloys.

Intricate Designs: Figures of elephants, horses, religious deities, lamps, jewellery,

and tribal motifs.

Two Casting Methods:

* Solid casting (South India) — Uses a single wax piece to create the mould.

* Hollow casting (Central and Eastern India) — Uses a clay core and wax overlay.

No Reproduction: Each piece is unique, as the mould is destroyed in the process.




e History & Cultural Significance:

e Origins: Dates back to the Indus Valley Civilization (Mohenjo-daro’s
“Dancing Girl” figurine is an early example).

* Traditional Practitioners: Dhokra Damar tribes, originally from Odisha
and West Bengal, later migrated across India.




Tobin Tax




Tobin Tax

Tobin tax is basically a tax that is levied on short term currency transactions
in order to discourage the volatility and speculation.

* WallStreetMojo



e Origin and Economic Theory:

* Proposed in 1972 by James Tobin, a Nobel Prize-winning economist, in response
to currency market fluctuations after the collapse of the Bretton Woods system.

* Aimed at “throwing sand in the wheels” of currency speculation to stabilize
exchange rates.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/03/what-is-a-tobin-tax-do-you-think-levying-a-tobin-tax-for-climate-change-loss-and-damage-fund-to-raise-money-for-development-and-climate-finance-a-good-way-forward-critically-examine-2/
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* Engineers in Japan have successfully activated Reimei, the world’s first hybrid
quantum supercomputer.

e About

* The 20-qubit quantum computer has been seamlessly integrated into Fugaku,
the world’s sixth-fastest supercomputer, marking a significant milestone in high-

performance computing




Unlike most quantum computers that rely on superconducting qubits, Reimei
utilizes trapped-ion qubits—a technology that isolates charged atoms (ions) in
an electromagnetic ion trap and uses lasers to precisely manipulate their
guantum states.

The integration of Reimei into Fugaku aims to tackle complex calculations that
traditional supercomputers struggle with, particularly in physics and chemistry
research.



. India’s Rank in Corruption
. Perceptions Index (CPI) 2024
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What is the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)?

How is the CPI Score Calculated?

India's Rank & Score in CPI1 2024

Global Comparisons

05
06
07/

India’s Position Among Neighboring Countries

Factors Contributing to India’s Corruption
Perception

Impact of Corruption



o
— Developed by

Measures perceived levels of public
sector corruption in different
countries.

Scale0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very
clean).

Transparency International

Published annually to track
corruption trends globally.




o

~ Based on expert opinions & surveys from business leaders and analysts

data sources from 12 independent institutions

InstitutionsWorld Bank, World
Economic Forum, Economist
Intelligence Unit, Bertelsmann
Foundation




o

-~ Key parameters considered

Factors influencing CPI Score

@ Bribery and public sector corruption. @ Protection of whistleblowers & journalists.
@ Diversion of public funds. e ndependence of judiciary and its role in fighting corruption.
o Effectiveness of anti- corruption laws and policies. e Corrupt activities in political financing.

@ Covernment transparency in decision- making.



o

— India’'s performance

India ranks 96th out of 180 countries.

Score38/100 (declined from 39 in 2023 and 40 in
2022).

Rank & Score Details

Declined from 93rd rank in 2023 and 40 score in
2022.

Indicates increasing public perception of
¢ corruption in India.




o

— Least corrupt countries

Top performers

e Denmark (Ist)
@ Finland (2nd)

LG

L
@ Singapore (Srd) :' “:_'E,'. ' Ny ™ "'.,’r,'z-lllr-




o

— Corruption trends

Global statistics

More than two- thirds of countries score below 50,
highlighting a global corruption crisis.




o

)

China — 76th

— Regional rankings

Sri Lanka —121st

AN

Comparisons

Qo
o0

Pakistan —135th

®  \

Bangladesh —149th

South Asian nations
struggle with high
corruption levels.




o

-~ Key issues

Weak
enforcement of

anti- corruption
laws.

High- level
political and
bureaucratic
corruption.

Delays in judicial
proceedings for
corruption cases.

Contributing factors

Lack of
transparency in
public
procurement.

Issues in
corporate
governance &
political funding.




o

_ Economic effects

&

Economic impact

/ Discourages foreign investment.

- Increases cost of doing business.

—
e ——




o

-~ Social consequences

Weakens public services like healthcare
and education.

Social impact

Increases inequality & poverty.




o

— Environmental impact

Corruption in climate policies leads
to misallocation of funds.

Environmental consequences

lllegal activities like deforestation &
pollution remain unchecked.




10 MCQ



 Which country has become India's top trading partner in 2024-25?

-gomzsﬁaqn?raﬂ%ﬁﬁwmaﬁammww
o
* A. China / et

B. United States /TIT-H-T-I' g ITARST
C. United Arab Emirates / HT-H-T-I' NG FARTT

D. Russia / &H



 What is the main objective of the 'Digital Public Infrastructure' (DPI)
initiative in India?

-ﬂn?r%ﬁ 'feforcer afees gWrea=IU' (DPI) T8l FT HET 3582
T 67

* A. Promoting digital banking and financial inclusion / feforee dfeer
3R R AT &t de@r &A1
B. Expanding the telecom sector / CREIRIES ad & [ATaR h T
C. Strengthening cybersecurity measures / HISsaX{ qa 39TAT Y
Holdd AT
D. Increasing foreign direct investment (FDI) / Y& faeeft faaer
(FDI) deTeT

* Answer



* . What is India’s projected economic growth rate for FY 2025-26 as per
the latest budget report?

» AdIiTdA Soic_RUIC & IFAR, FY 2025-26 F fAT ST A
mmﬁ?rawfﬁa:aaﬁratw%’?

* A. 5.5%
B. 6.2%
C. 7.0%
D. 8.1%



* What does the newly launched ‘PM Awas Plus Scheme’ focus on?

+ 7§ AF AT 7§ 'NIH I " AT fFE W FRea 82

* A. Urban housing for middle-class families / A€IF< T IRERY & AT
el AT
B. Rural electrification / ATHIOT fAgIdihIor
C. Affordable healthcare for all / ?I'Sﬂ? & foT grdl Taeg cuHTa
D. Increasing agricultural productivity / agﬁr JcqIgehdl daledl

* Answer



* Which international organization recently praised India’s ‘LiFE’
(Lifestyle for Environment) initiative?

g &1 A [T WIS TIdd of R T 'LiFE' (9ITEI0T &
ﬁvsﬁmﬁsﬁ)maﬁmaﬁ?

* A. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) / W IS¢
qITGI0T HTAHH (UNEP)
B. World Trade Organization (WTO)/ﬁ'Qa' SATIR HISeT (WTO)

C. International Monetary Fund (IMF) / I Hal Y (IMF)
D. World Bank / fa2d d&



 What is the primary focus of the ‘Agri-Tech Mission 2025’ in India?
s IRT H 'Til-ee AU 2025' &1 WATRF Bleg FAT §7?

* A. Use of Al and drones in farming / ¥ H 1!'3-11? IR 31?[ ST ITANT
B. Doubling farmers’ mcome/ﬁv‘x‘ﬂ?ﬁ T AT 2'\1?1?& AT

C. Banning chemical fertilizers / TS 37:1@# QY yfa«er oeman

D. Increasing minimum support price (MSP) for crops / Bl & v
gIdH GAYST HeT (MSP) TG



* Which Indian state topped the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ index in 2025?

+ 2025 # 'SGHIT FIA A IAAT TIAHH A FlT A ARAT T
¥ 9T TET1?

* A. Maharashtra / AGRISC
B. Karnataka /

C. Gujarat / ITaTd
D. Tamil Nadu/



* Which new government policy aims to regulate e-commerce platforms
in India?

+ HRA # 1AW aecwHl & Rfafda &= & v slqa & 73
YRR e Y TS 77

 A. Digital Commerce Regulation Act, 2025 / B3foea arfosy
s rfafaae, 2025

B. E-Commerce Consumer Protection Act / é‘-aﬁﬂﬂ' 3YIFAT GI&TT
g

C. Online Marketplaces Governance Bill / 3TaTelTSeT ATHeTAH T

D. Consumer Rights and E-Commerce Act / 3UNTFdT FIHR 3R é’-
HAY eI



* Which space agency successfully tested a nuclear-powered spacecraft
for deep-space missions?

- Pl W IHARET T o TEY IraRer AT F QT
qIATIL-HATT ARG I FT Thel GL8T0T FAT?

* A. NASA / oTHT
B. ISRO / sail
C. Roscosmos / THRTHT

D. CNSA (China National Space Administration) / dvsreHT (e
AT ITARET TRATH)






A
Visual question:
What is the title of the first-ever uploaded YouTube video and who uploaded it?



Word of the day

Juggernaut:
a massive inexorable force that seems to crush
everything in its way

Synonyms: steamroller

Usa €. The new show was hardly the

ratings juggernaut that the studio had thought it
would be.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/juggernautpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /a3ng.a.no:t/




Word of the day

Wrangle:

an instance of intense argument (asin
bargaining); an angry dispute; to quarrel noisily,
angrily or disruptively

Synonyms: haggle, brawl

Usage: The wrangle over ownership of the
house dragged on for years.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/wranglepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /iengl/
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Thank you
guys.
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