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* Which city ranked first globally in the TomTom Traffic Index for shortest
travel time for 10 km?

10 fhelT &1 T9Y FHA I FAY & fAT [ACTH Lftheh Ssd A
ShleT TT AGY ATk TAX W Ugol TATT T G172

* A. London, UK/FIET-I' Zlﬂ?

B. Mumbai, Indla/iFIT:‘;'
C. Barranquilla, Colomblalmﬁ-ﬁ?ﬂ CACICE|

D. Chennai, India / 9418, Rd




 Which Indian state records the lowest Maternal Mortality Ratlo (MMR)?
Pl T ARAY Ao oY FH A G X (MMR) Gl HIAT 872

* A. Tamil Nadu / AfH =TS
B. Kerala / el
C. Gujarat / MolTd
D. Punjab / GoTTe




* What is the current Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India according to 2021
VSR?
2021 VSR & 3TTHR HRA H TdATT Fel Toleled & (TFR) FAT §72

*A.2.1
B. 1.46
C.1.8
D.1.35




* Under which project was the sixth Scorpene-class submarine,
Va hsheer handed over to the Indian Navy?

{-chlhllo-l “F oIl quwl araiy, ARG AT o g
g & ded T I5?

* A. Project-75 / WIoteFe-75
B. Project-76 / Wloi&e-76
C. Project-78 / WIotee-78
D. Project-80 / WIatee-80




* What propulsion system does the Scorpene-class submarine use?

FehIdiel-aFellH Yelged! hE YUNGeT YOI ol 3YANT il §7?

* A. Diesel-electric propulsmn / 3roTel- aﬁﬁ-—w L I |
B. Nuclear-powered propulsion /tlTFlTUT %ﬁlﬂ%l?l‘ I

C. Hybrid propulsion /

D. Steam propulsion / TET YOTEe




* Which Kerala beaches were recently awarded Blue Flag certification?
il oh Tohel THG del &l Tl &l H s Foldl YHATUT
fan o) o\
AFATTAT fehar Irar?

* A. Varkala and Kovalam / a<velT I FaaA
B. Kappad and Chal / TS 3R e
C. Bekal and Payyambalam / 9&hel 3 9ZIFaelH
D. Alappuzha and Marari /3-'IFITCSI§IT I AR




* What organization provides the globally recognized Blue Flag
certification?
dfRgeh T W AIAT I Scf FeldT JHTUTT shlsT AT HITSH
OcTol &hidl g7

* A. UNESCO

B. Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) / qyTaor frem &
foT w1332 (FEE)

C. World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
D. International Maritime Organization (IMO)




* What is the significance of Chandrabhaga Beach in Odisha?
NS H TGHT HHg, A€ FT FAged FAT §7?

« A. First in Asia to receive Blue Flag certification / TTIT H sel FelaT
YHATOTA YTod Hilel dTell Ugell

B. Longest beach in India / ¥Rd T ¥d8 oeT dHg dc
C. Known for coral reefs / el 7T & ﬁl‘l!' ‘Jlﬁ?ﬁil'
D. Popular for turtle conservatlon/W.BiT JIETOT & AT i




* Which natural disaster prompted India to send humanitarian assistance
to Cuba?
g grepfder 3MT9er & $TRA o FJST I AAGT FEIAT AT
& foT ORa frar?

 A. Earthquake / aﬁ:cr

B. Hurricane Rafael/?-l'WI?-I' el
C. Tsunami /

D. Floods / 313'




* What is a key feature of the Blue Flag certification criteria?
S| FoldT JHIUTST HAIGS @l Tsh YW [aRiedr 1 g7

* A. Focus on water quality and safety / STel LMEG] 3T & 9
€T higd HLAT .
gﬁl_:romotion of tourism infrastructure / 9ded FTAITAT I daldr
C. Development of sustainable housing / fear13 TarT &1 O
D. Conservation of mangroves / Hag TI&ToT
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prevails along LAC’

NEWS » PAGE 4

THE:

Los Angeless
wildfire toll
surges to 24

£
A.;.um.u‘ =

’”Bm

.'.9,.;—

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR
Kerala man killed
in shell attack
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The Trump

and outcomes
Jor world, India

‘Interesting’
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ahead for global politics
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MOVING AHEAD
Sinner, Alcaraz, and
Djokovic advance

SPORT » PAGE 16

January 6. The bodkes of four
miners have been retrieved
0 for. » PAGE &

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia's retail inflation

November, with food infla-

tion coofing marginally
9.04% in November

o 8.4% last , the N

tional Statistics Office said
on Monday.

Overall consumer prices
were 4.6% higher in De-
cember for urban resi-
dents compared with 4.9%
in November, while rural
faced a steeper

Patna High Court
CJ appointed to
Supreme Court

NEW DELHI
Presicient Droupadk Murm on
Monday appointed Justice
Krishnan Vinod Chandran,
Chief Justice of the Patna High

DOHACAIROD.
Mediator Qatar gave tsrael and
Hamas a final draft of 3 deal
on Monday to end the war in
Gazs, after a “breakthough” in
talks attended by U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump's
anwoy, an official briefed on
the taiks said. » PAGE 18

THE «=HINDU

wishes its readers a
Happy Pongal

price rise of 5.8%, just mar-
ginally below the 5.95% re-

d 563% in the third
quarter of 2024-25, just a
tad under the Reserve
Bank of India projection of
57%.

While the RBI expects
inflation to cool to 4.5% in
this quarter, the latest up-

tick gives it little room to
initiate interest rate cuts in
mone-

the slowdown In growth
has spurred sharp calls
from government and in-
dustry to fast-track reduc-
tlons.

Faster upticks
While food inflation had al-

food Kems reported faster
upticks in prices, including
edible oils and fats whose
prices rose at a 33-month
high pace of 14.6%, up
from November's 13.3%

jegetables  inflation

Subtl@ relief

mer price tise sased &

Jry

0.3 4-month low of 5225

T Dacemie S524 o0 > marginal dip In food infiation 3z

min), for which the NSO
calculates monthly infla-

the central bank's upper

Pnce Inflation a\emgmg.n 563 in the lhll’d qu.nner ufauu—zanm a tad under RBI's projection of 5.7%

Maharashtra (4.2%), And-
hra Pradesh (4.3%), Rajas-
than (4.44%), Jharkhand
West Bengal

4.5%), and
4.8%).

household inflation expe
= u elevated,
principal

vember. Cereals Inflation
st00d at 6.5% in December,
from 6.9% in the previous
month.

Pulses prices rose 3.8%,
relative to 5.4% in Novem-
ber, marking the slowest

inflation in over two years.

However, other protein
sources such as eggs
(685%) and mea and fish
(5.3%) reported higher in-
flation in December, while
mill price rise was virmu

2.5%.

“The top ﬁve items
showing highest year on
vear Inflation at All India

level in December 2024 are
. _Potato
(68.23%), Garlic (58.17%),
coconut oil (45.41%) and
Cauliflower (39.42%)," the
NSO pointed out
non-food ftems,
personal care and effects’
inflation eased a tad to
9.7% from 10.4% in Novem-
ber, while education infla-

Gncluding the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-

The highest inflation was
reported in Chh: h
for the second straight

from 6.3% In November,
while it eased marginally
for Uttar Pradesh to 6.3%
from 6.6% In the preceding
month.

Delhi recorded the low-
est lh!lon et again at
juse 2.5%,

5% in Nowerber, while
other States that withe:
the lowest price rise in-
cluded Telangana (3.143%),

er Price
index (CPD was down
0.56% in December, while
e Consumer Food Price
index (CFPI) was 1.5% be-
low Novembers number.

Rupee at
86.70 to USD,
lowest point
in two years

MuUMBAL

In what proved to be a

pee recorded its sharpest
slide in almost two years,
to close
inst the U.S. dollar at
8670, while benchmark
stock indices fell about
LA4%-1.5% to hit their lowest
level in over seven %
us.

cline ratio for shares listed
on the Bombay Stock Ex-
change hit 0.15, the lowest
since June 4, 2024.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 12

dipped 1.3% sequentially.

»PAGES

Flower shower

Rosy start: Rose petals are showered from a helicopter on devatees as they take a holy dip at the Sangam on Monday, the first day of Maha

Kumbh , In Prayagra), o7 REFORTS ot oheE 5

Prime Minister inaugurates
Z-Morh tunnel in J&K;
remains silent on Statehood

Pesrzada Ashiq
SONAMARG (GANDERBAL)

Prime Minister Narendra

sailway lines in the Union
Terris. the
e berwean Sk and
New Delhi.

Amid freezing condi-
tlons, Mr. Mod! Inaugurat-

Sl gk vind Arlr N s ok Yt

6.5
Hhmene wunnel built at a
cost of 22,700 crore. The
tunnel has made lourlst

Delhi High Court pulls up AAP govt.
for delaying tabling of CAG reports

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday questioned

Aam Party (AAP)
government for “dragging
its feet™ on the tabling of
the reports of the Comp-

on re
Assembly, saying it “raises
doubts about your bona
fides~.

Justice Sachin Datta,
who was hearing a petition
by the Opposition MLAs
from the BJP over the de-
Layed tabling of the CAG re-
ports in the Assembly, re-
marked, “The way you
dragged your feet raises
doubts about your bona

o
x

fides... You should have
promptly forwarded the
reports to the Speaker for
a discussion on the

floor of the Assembly™.
=You have dragged your
feet to avoid having a dis-
cussion... See the number
of dates you held on to the

tion in the Assembly Vijen-
der Gupta and BIP MLAs
Mohan Singh Bisht, Om
Prakash Sharma, Ajay Ku-
mar Mahawar, Ver-
ma, Anil Kumar Bajpal and
Jizendra Mzh:]an fled the
petition

the Assembly. However,

forwarded to
Speaker for a
discussion in the
Assembly, it says

sought a direction to the
Speaker to call a sitting of
the Assembly for the pur-
pose ol u.b]lng the CAG

repor
Drller. the Secretariat
had told the court that no
useful purpose would be
rved by tabling the CAG
before the Assemb-
ly as lis tenure was ending
in February. It sald no judi-
clal order could be passed
to the Speaker in matters
of internal functioning of

lers,
during the Monday hear-
ing, submitted that the

sitting of the Assembly for
tabling the reports.

The Delhi government's
counsel raised an objec-
tion over the “political™

ture of the petition, and al-
leged that the L-G's office

repores public
and shared it with
newspapers.
the
case on January 16. After
the court hearing, EJP
leader Sudhanshu Trivedi
said the constitutional
scheme required a govern-
ment to table reports of the
CAG.

India defends
fencing along
border with
Bangladesh

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External
Affairs on Monday sum-
moned the Head of Mis-

sion of Ba o
ey that fencing works
on the India-B: h

protocols
Taents-. The conversation
took place a day after Ban-
gladesh Foreign Secretary
ohammad Jashim Uddin
e)lptessed “deep concern”
over the construction
works along the border.

FULL REPORT ON
Ea

hotspot
he.year | destina:
Gon, Mr. Modi said the Z-
Morh tunnel and the up-
mlnlng Zojila tunnel, con-
Kashmir  with
Ladakh, will ease the Iives
of the people in Kargd and
Leh.

Referring to the militant
artack of October 20, 2024
that left seven workers

the dedication of
workers who braved harsh
weather conditions and
even risked their lives to
complete this project.~
Describing JaK as a des-
with the “disting
tion of having the hlghes!
rall and road bridge
rope ways".
“The engmeenng of the
Chenab has amazed
people across the world.
Passenger train trials were
completed last week on the
bridge. The projects of the
Chenani-Nashri tunnel, the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Bara-
S abonny Wik asid st
rope ways at the

charya temple. Shiv Khori
temple and

n Monday. MRAN NISSAR

fulfilling the promise of
e

nath shrine are underway.
in all 242,000-crore of con-
nectivity projects are being
executed in J&K, which in-
du.k the Katra-Delhi ex-

y. four nation.
hlghwa) projects, two ring
ads and 14 Sonamarg like
tunnels. J&K will be the
most connected Ryon.
now reach un-

Tourists.
touched destinations.™

s pr
Referring to um upgraded
connectivity, the Prime
Minster said Viksit Bharat
was only possible when all
the regions of the country
were well develo

J&K is the crown of the

_"Any hurdle in your

ams will be removed.
“Dilli ki doort is already ov-
er now. We have to work

Earlier, Mr. Abdullah, in
speech, made a case for

“On his previous visit to
Kashmir on International
Yoga Day, Prime Minister
talked about three promis-
&3, which inchuded elimi-
nating th oort aur
Dl £ doort [Distance. of
hearts_an -
ween Delhi-Srinagar]. Peo-
ple have started t
You. You (PM Modi] have
already fulfilled the pro-
mise of holding Assembly
elections [in J&K], where
of

be ruhmed Mr. Abdullah

m Tesponse to Chief Mi-
Abdullah's

Modi mmmed silent

divulging any timeli
Cihen Mo makes 3 pro

mise, he fulfils It. Every
time has its right tme.
Right things will take place
at the right time,” he said.

NC MOBILISES PEOP!
»PAGE 4
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Centre slammed for delay in
naming airport after D.B. Patil

Shiv. SenatUBT) lea leader Aaditya Thackeray on

sappointme:
Union gwemmem e its continued dq

rment with & lhe

approving the proposal t name Navi Murnbal
Internarional Alrport after late leader D.B. Paril
proposal, submitted lnjune 2022 by the then

Sane vias = Aghadi 0av
pem:ﬂng “The

"A) government, remains
onstmuction of the Navi Mambal

rpost Biegan f Feteanry 3018, and the VA
decsded in

2022 to christen

& Loknete § s‘-mrgx,. DB Patil International
Alrport in honour of the late leader.

‘612 arrested in Guijarat for

dealing in ill

kite threads’

A total of 609 FIRs have been filed and 612
individuals arrested in Gujarat for manufacturing,
selling and stocking prohibited ftems such as

nylon threads, lant

giass-coated threads in

ip i the Uttarayan festival, the government

told the High Court on Mon,

onday. In an affdavic

submitced in response to 3 PIL seeldng the
ain

strings coated with glass = for flying kites
on Jamsary 14, the State Home |

festival on

‘oF mylon threads and
during the

ent said between January 9

police lodged FIRs

and 12,
against 99 manufacturers and

404 sellers across the State.

Odisha signs MoU.
joins PM’s health

insurance scheme

After vears of resistance

v then rul

scheme in cos

BHUBANESWAR

fler years of m:
lempting per-
xuade the then Na-

BJ
ith G

nally signed a memoran-

dum  of

QoL with the Odisha go-
with the Mohan

Charan Majhiled govern:

ment at the helm after the

inking an Mol on Monday
for inclusion in the Central
scheme. signing cere-
mony was presided over by
Union Health Minister Jagat
Prakash N.

The BID had consistently
avolded implementing the

during

signing of MoU tavmman st st s ear DAL o

vide a cover of 5 lakh per
family per annum with an
additional 75 lakh for wo-

men me:
It was a travesty: PM
Prime Minister Narendra Three other
Modt the

W.B. govt. seeks CID’s help
to probe ‘lapse’ in ‘expired’
saline administration

Shrabana Chatt,
KOLKATA

The West Bengal Health
on Monday

ment has sought the Crimi-
nal Depart-

Congress v-nrhﬂ'x staeine

ment (CID) to probe the
“tapse”, which led 10 a wo-
man’s death while three
others remained in critical
condition.

Five women were admi-
nissered r's Lactate

cal fault after the inirial re-
imary

2 protest demancing the M resignation
cident, on Monday. A

hospital _officials  when
com; arose during
delivery after the RL was

a\r; i, w!uch had alieg.
edly expired. All
fell critically

women

pe-
ople of Odisha for inchusion
In the scheme. “It was in-
deed a travesty that my sis-
ters and brothers of Odisha
were denied the benefits of
Ayushman Bharat by the

revious This

issued aft
the MoU, AB PMJAY

GJAY in Odisha. It will pro-

on X by Mr. Majhi

Families of the patients
questioned the deldy in tak:
ing the step.

West Bengal Chief Secre-
tary Manoj Pant said they
have yet to verify whether
the lapse happened due to
a human error or a techni-

e, they wrould diice
on the next step. The re-

r fluids, has
hanned in West amgzl i
com-

Health of the Medinipur
hospital, said. “As far as I
have seen, a bond was
signed. But how anyone
came to know that the par-
ticular RL from that batch
will cause reactions is so-
mething, we are not able to

grasp. This is cause for

plmed
Families of the five af-
fected women have alleged
t they were made to sign
a bond by the Medinipur

Meanwhile, two public

will be heard on January 16.

‘Security
snatched for
raising issue
of corruption’

GHAZIABAD

Former Union Minister

Balyan
cials of Mansoorpur distil

15 Kanniyakumari
fishermen detained
near Diego Garcia

KANNIYAKUMARL

Fifteen fishermen who had
from

lery in witl
disexice police hiad fle;

occupled Lan,

templ

ary 12, he had led the vil-
lagers to the police station
to raise the issue but the
police didn’t take any ac-
tion.

owever,
Singh. SSp Muz,
told The Hindu that Mr. Ba-
byan was being provided
as per the rules.

Abhishek

They would u;ua].ly gn
deep-sea fishing
firn to the shore only after
along ha

The fishermen had put

The news of the deten-
tion left the families of the
fishermen in a state of
shock. They urged the dis-
trict administration to in-

tervene secure the
fishermen's release.
¥ partment

oﬂidal said more details of

Akali Dal faces an uphill comeback amid launch
of Amritpal’s party and rebels waiting to strike

NEWS ANALYSIS

v
CHANDIGARH

Even as Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal's resignation as the Shi-

romani Akali Dal (SAD) pre-
en accepted —

2 “course corre:
revive the century-old par-
ty — the task at hand to re-
surrect the party could be
arduocus.

While the party rebels

Ember Amritpal Singh, &
o Rhaliatast " tiomencign
State for Sikhs) proj

party on January
For the SAD, which often
< o e sole repre-

sentative of the Sikh com-

outto sea on
2024, from mengapan»
mechani

owned by 1. paul Surgan Ll
Thoothoor.

th

could be disclosed only
when a formal ni-
cation was re(el\ﬁd frmn
the department._

munity,

could mean fragmentation
of its vote bank, which has
already d over the
vears to the extent that the

party is facing anens:elml
Gisie. The partys poo
show on i the
Tecont Lok Sabha clectton,

of the 13 parliamentary
consti Punjab.
Earlier, the party faced

e

where Sikh identity and is-
sues been central
to the political discourse, a
sense among many was evi-

Tempie on January 1. #1
dent that under the “sway

“panth’ (followers). In the
recent past. with Mr. Ba-
dal's apology for his “mis-
takes” and his plea for for-

gamer its ‘panthic
Bort, and it didn't cus the
its voters.

Jail under the National e

curity Act (NSA),
launch his ‘Panth™-

coming davs Thelr_pre-
sence could dent the
revival plan.
‘Rajdev Singh Khalsa, a

sues central to Punjab and

the pan:

Notably, in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, in Punjab’s
entas

s -

Seen in palitical circics as
the subtle rise of radical ele-
ments in the State. Earlier,

n, a know: -
line Sikh leader and chief of
ritsa;

The 2022 by clection, gave a
message that the hardliners
are getting strong.
Neamwhile, the rebel
Akali leaders are unhappy
with the party not com-
pletely adhering to the di-
rections of the Akal Takht,
the highest Sikh temporal
seat. Former MP rebel
SAD leader Prem Singh
Chandumajra said If the
party doesn’t enforce Akal
Takht's directives, they will
to consider

Khalsa
without forceful assertion
to the

Akal

M. Amritpal and Sarabjeet
Singh (son of former Prime

Takhrs the situa-
tion would be back to
square one.

A police officer who uses lyrics as ‘weapon’ to win hearts

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Unlike his tribe, this Kash-
mir police officer has a

devod
songs. Peer Zahoor (50), a
Sensor Superintendent of
Police rank officer in the
J&K Police, is hitting the
right notes to win the

minds in
“wounded paradise” with
his fyrics.

The most played wed-

second number writ-
ten after ‘Bumbro Bumbro®
from movie Mis-

sion Kashmir. The Yamber-

gram. It's a distincrion very

is e cine-
s remained shut for
more than three decades.
Besides, his satirical gaw-
wali Battiye on the electric-
my crisis In Kashmir re-

Peer Zahoor is

nspired by the.
songs of Gutzar and Anand
Bakshi. s7e

The Hindu, in an mterview.

Ar. Zahoor was born in

He has already created rip-

ples with his soulful and ro-
Boll;

Diverse lyrics
Mr. Zahoor's versatility Is
evident from his lyrics rang-
ing from Kashmiri devo-

songs to Hindi songs
nn Holi and Ganesh Chatur-
thi.

1 have written an item
song for Seeta Films and
another song has been ap-
Proved for a movie based
on Nirpreet Kaur, a
oF the 1984 riow. 1 believe

there is a dearth of good kyr-
icists in Bollywood and
there is a scope for new se-
rious writers,” he sald.
Given the conflict

soulful heart is a rare
combination. However, Mz
Zahoor said his lyrics are a
testimony to “passion hav-
ing the strength to keep a
musical soul alive™. ~Writ-
ing is my passion and 1
managed to keep it alive.
My colleagues in the police

deparoment  encouraged
me.”

lluz nl&glatlnn of Kash-
miri Pandits from the Valley
also mfluenced Mr.

Zahoor

Madhya Pradesh CM
changes ‘displeasing’
names of 11 villages

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav has an-
nounced name of 11
villages in Shajapur district
of the State.

Khalilpur o Rampur; Ghat-

o Mukhtiyarpur to Ghatri:
Unchhod to Unchavad:
Sheikhpur ngi to
A

wadhpuri.
“When people ralsed
concerns  that  certam
names were displeasing, 1

they can keep their names.
Bue If not. the names will
Mr. Yadav

kg 2
Earller on January 5,
names of vil Maulana,
Jahangirpur, and Gajnikhe-
di in Ujjain district were

HC orders
fast-track trial
in Badlapur
assault case

MunmAL

The Bombay High Court on

two victims are young chil-
dren.
A male amendant had

Maharashrra's
‘I’hane Hseries o August

mosccuor iiten

was owver and trial would
be held as the next step.

T Baaii B35 960, Avea Tain,
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Odisha sign

S Mol

joins PM’s health
insurance scheme

After years of resistance by then ruling BJD, Majhi-led BJP govt. will now

implement scheme in convergence with Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

fter years of at-
Atempﬁng to per-
suade the then Na-

veen Patnaik-led Biju Janata
Dal (BJP) government to
join the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana, the Centre has fi-
nally signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) with the Odisha go-
vernment with the Mohan
Charan Majhi-led govern-
ment at the helm after the
Bharatiya Janata Party
swept to power in the east-
ern Indian State last year.

Odisha has now become
the latest State to imple-
ment the Ayushman Bharat
scheme with the National
Health Authority of the Un-
ion Health Ministry and the
State’s Health Department
inking an MoU on Monday
for inclusion in the Central
scheme. The signing cere-
mony was presided over by
Union Health Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda.

The BJD had consistently
avoided implementing the

Union Minister J.P. Nadda with Odisha CM Mohan Majhi during

signing of MoU for Ayushman Bharat scheme in New Delhi. ANI

scheme, arguing that its
own Biju Swasthya Kalyan
Yojana (BSKY) - now re-
placed by the Gopabandhu
Jan Arogya Yojana (GJAY) -
offered better and broader
health coverage. The State
government had then im-
plemented BSKY mobilis-
ing its own resources. The
BJP had turned the demand
for adopting the Ayushman
Bharat scheme into a major
poll issue.

According to a statement
issued after the signing of
the MoU, AB PM-JAY will be
implemented in conver-
gence with the existing
GJAY in Odisha. It will pro-

vide a cover of Z5 lakh per
family per annum with an
additional %5 lakh for wo-
men members.

It was a travesty: PM
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the pe-
ople of Odisha for inclusion
in the scheme. “It was in-
deed a travesty that my sis-
ters and brothers of Odisha
were denied the benefits of
Ayushman Bharat by the
previous Government. This
scheme will ensure the
highest-quality healthcare
at affordable rates,” he re-
marked replying to a post
on X by Mr. Majhi.




* Recently, Odisha has officially joined
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).
* The scheme will be implemented in

convergence with Odisha’s existing
Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana (GJAY).




Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY)

About: It is a flagship health
insurance scheme (Centrally
Sponsored Scheme) that was
launched in 2018. It aims to provide
accessible and affordable healthcare
to the economically disadvantaged
sections of society.

e National Health Authority (NHA) is
the implementing agency of the
scheme under the MoH&FW.



* Objectives: To reduce the financial burden on poor and vulnerable
groups arising out of catastrophic hospital episodes.
* To ensure access to quality health services.

* To provide a health cover of up to X5 lakh per family per year for secondary
and tertiary care hospitalization.



Difference Between Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Care Hospitalization

Aspect

Definition

Purpose

Providers

Facilities

Services
Provided

Example
Scenarios

Accessibility

Primary Care

First level of contact for
individuals with the

healthcare system.

- Preventive care.
- Basic treatment.

- Health promotion.

General practitioners,
family physicians,

nurses.

Community health
centers, clinics, and
primary healthcare

centers.

- Immunizations.

- Treatment of common
illnesses (e.g., flu,
fever).

- Basic health

education.

- Vaccination.

- Treatment for cold,
fever, or minor injuries.
- General health
checkups.

Widely available and
serves as the first point
of contact.

- Prevention and early
detection.

- Continuity of care.

Secondary Care

Specialized care provided
by medical specialists
after referral from

primary care.

- Diagnosis and
treatment of ilinesses.
- Specialist consultation.

- Basic surgeries.

Specialists (e.g.,
cardiologists,
orthopedists) and general

surgeons.

District hospitals,
specialty hospitals, and

nursing homes.

- Diagnostic tests.
- Specialized outpatient
care.

- Non-critical surgeries.

- Treatment for fractures,
appendicitis, or heart
issues requiring a
specialist.

Requires referral from

primary care providers.

- Diagnosis and
management of specific

ilinesses.

Tertiary Care

Advanced and specialized
medical care requiring highly
specialized equipment and
expertise.

- Complex surgeries.

- Treatment of critical
ilinesses.

- Advanced diagnostics and
therapies.

Super-specialists (e.g.,
neurosurgeons, oncologists)

and advanced medical teams.

Multi-specialty or super-
specialty hospitals and
research institutes.

- Organ transplants.
- Cancer treatment.
- Advanced ICU care.

- Brain surgery.
- Heart bypass surgery.
- Treatment for rare diseases.

Limited to large cities and
major hospitals; often
expensive.

- Advanced treatment and
rehabilitation for complex

cases.




Cashless and
Paperless: Beneficiaries can avail
of cashless and paperless access
to health services at the point of

service in any empaneled
hospital, both public and private,
across India.

Key Features: Coverage: Over
10.74 crore poor and vulnerable
families (approximately 50 crore

beneficiaries) identified based on
the Socio-Economic Caste Census
(SECC) data.




Comprehensive Benefits: Covers pre- and post-hospitalization expenses,

diagnostics, medicines, and nearly 1,400 medical procedures, including
major surgeries.

Funding Pattern: 60:40 cost-sharing between the Union Government and
States.

e 90:10 for North Eastern States and Himalayan States (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and
Jammu & Kashmir (UT)).

e 100% central funding for Union Territories (UTs) without a legislature.



Recent Developments: In 2024, the Union Cabinet approved the expansion of
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) to cover all
senior citizens aged 70 and above, irrespective of their income status.

Benefits and Impact: Since its inception, AB PM-JAY has achieved:

8.19 crore hospital Coverage for 45% of India’s Reduced out-of-pocket Increased access to both
admissions, with X1.13 lakh & 7 healthcare expenses for the public and private
population. s
crore spent on healthcare. poor. healthcare facilities.




* Health in India
— Health is a State Subject in Schedule VIl in Indian Constitution,
making healthcare delivery primarily the states’ responsibility.
— It covers primary and secondary healthcare, public health
initiatives, health infrastructure etc.



* National Health Mission (NHM) is a flagship initiative that provides
financial and technical assistance to states to strengthen their

healthcare systems. Key components of NHM include:
1. NRHM: Focuses on rural healthcare.

2. NUHM: Addresses urban health challenges.
3. RMNCH+A: Provides healthcare across different life stages.
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Anti-tank guided missile
Nag Mk-2 tested successfully

The Defence Research and

Develoj

prment
Organtsation (DRDO) on Monday armotnced that

ﬁre«and-‘orge‘ anstank guided misalle, Nag

AMk-2, and

the entire system was
induction into the Army follow

ready
owing successful field

firing trials. Fleld evaluation trials of Nag Mk-2

statement.

in
“During the three field trials,
missile systems destroyed prec

. the
isely all the targets
thus

s firing range.” it said

Five miners remain

GUWAHATI

he Indian Navy
team on Monday
moved out of the
site of the flooded rat-hole
coal mine In ima Hasao
Gistrict of Asam where
e miners have remained
:rapvped since January 6.
The bodics of four min-
ers, including a Nepal na-
tional, have been retrieved
so far.

Districe officials said the
almost unchanged level of
the murky water in the 90-
metre-deep mine made it
difficult for the Navy divers

P arks finally lead to
capture of tiger in Bengal
Forest department officials on Sunday night

captured a 10-year-old male tiger from the
Kisorimohanpur area in South 24 Parganas

district of West

after pursuing pugmar

Bes
adjolning residential areas for around
officials “The tiger was succe:

S  Sunday night

with the help of a
hall)' Divisional Forest Officer

of South 24

Parganas Nisha Geswami told The Hindu. Ms.

Goswami added that after ascertaining

tiger was fully MA‘!IW. it w:ls released into the
rbans.

wild in the Su

According to forest

offictals, the dgex had escaped nylon fencing and

was r
from people’s houses.

in areas that were hardly 50 metres

Nine pumps operating

simultaneously from the
Ulfsted mine and three
abando ones
helped bring the water lo.
vel from 30 metres to
about 12 metres on Satur-
day, but the level dropped

by only 03 metres
subsequently.
Murky water
“The murkiness of the wa-

ter and the angles of the
tunnels are beyond the
capability of the Navy’s re-

divers, who cannot remain

”~

Search on for miners in
Assam; Navy team exits

since January 6 in the flooded coal mine and its lateral branches:
water being pumped out, agencies trying to locate workers, Dima Hasao Commissioner says

Anxious moments: Wllagers watching the rescue operation at the coal mine dksaster site 1 Kalamati

under water for more than

gear,” an official monitor-
ing the rescue operations

“Dewatering continues
with other agencies sull
trying to locate the other
trapped miners,” Dima Ha-
sao’s District Commission-
Simanta Kumar Das,

Personnel of the Army,
the paramilitary Assam Ri-
fles, the National Disaster
Response Force, the State
Disaster Response Force,

age in Dima Hasao district of Assam. &

TU RAL KORWAR

Coalindta L1d, police, and
the local administration
are engaged in the rescue
rations.
FIRs
Sunday. an organisa-
tion named the Halali Pro-

Erosstie: Weltare Siclety
a frst information

trict Council, which go-

gal coal mining activities
slong with Punish Hojal,
arrested in

one of two
nection with the accident.

Patna High Court
CJ Vinod Chandran
appointed to SC

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi

appointment  re-

turns the top court o its

Full sanctioned strength of
s.

“The Supreme Court Col-
legium had on January 7
recommended Justice

ndr: the

oted that there
was currently no Supreme
Court judge with the High
Court of Kerala as the pa-
rent court.

among High Court judges
Kerala.

The top court would

function at full quorum till

as
High Court judge for over

Krishnan Vinod Chandran

11 years and as a Chief Jus-

com
bined all-India seniority of
ngh (_nun Judges.
eme Court (.ol-
gt o repe:
phastsed the heed to have
its full sancrioned strength
of judges, especially with
pendency st s high of
82 79_{
2023 colle-
msolunm hxd poine-
ed out that the top court
cannot afford even one
judscial vacancy taking in-
to account the
mounting pendency  of
es”_
“The workload of judges
has increased considera-

cessary to ensure that the
court has full working
Jjudge-strength leaving no
vacancy at any point of
time,” the collegium had
underscored.

Six-year-old query from Supreme Court
on rat-hole mines remains unanswered

NEW DELHI

An oral question from the
Supreme Court to the Un-

flooded rat-hole coal mine
in Dima Hasao district of

On sammary | u
nearly six the
wop_court asked Whether
rat-hole mines possi-
bly operate In the north.

2019,

east hills without the “con-
nivance™ Is. The
Bench was ar thy exa-

ini e rescue of 15
miners tra such a
mine deep inside the East

Jaintia Hills on December
13, 2018.

“Lives are lost due to i
legal mining. What about
the officials who allowed
this to happen? It could not

en done without
:Ibe mnnl\xnce of the offi-

nel maze: A 2019 photo of rat-hole mines in East Jaintia

clal = Justice AK. Sikri
(retired had asked the Un-
ion and Meghalaya govern-
rnenls m a hearing in Janu-
ary 2019.

1he incident East
Jaintia Hills n(c\nled four
years after National
Green Tribunal (NGT), in
April 2014, banned rat-hole
mining and_illegal wran-
sport of coal “forthwith™ in
Meghalaya

The ban, seconded by
the Supreme Court, was

Hills district of Meghataya. RITU RAJ KONWAR

triggered by the trapping
of 30 coal labourers inside
a rat-hole mine at Nongal-

up by the NGT under the
chairmanship of a former
Gauhati High Court judge,
ustice B.P. Katal

facturing
power plants in the north-
east had sustained and
supported rathole coal
mining.

Follow law

In its July 2019 judgment
on an appeal filed by the
State of Meghalaya against
the ban, the Supreme

bibra in the 'iou(hGam Hill  Court agreed with the
districe of n Ju- ST that “ille-
ly 2012 Fifeen of o gal and unsctentific ng

died in the min nefther can be held to be in

"Me top court had at the
time said it would look into
the aspect of how rat-hole
mining continued
vive such a comprehensive
ban.

A report submitted by a
monitoring set

the interest of people of

the area, the people work-

ing in the mines nor in the

interest of environment™.
S b

and unscientific mining
e carried out. It had
said the mining policy of

tandowner was required to
be regulsted under the
statutory iheme

Among other corrective
measures, the court had al-
so upheld an NGT direc-
uon to Meghalaya to depo-

2100 crores, paid out of
the ya Environ-
ment Protection an -

toration Fund to the Cen-

tral Pollution  Control
Board for restoration of the
environment.

The top court judgment
had referred to the view
that rat-hole mining was a
~primitive~ method.

Doctors from 14 nations seek
change in India-linked name
of a hard-to-treat fungus

NEW DELHI

Dermatologists from India

causes espread
and hard; lu(reaﬂ o
fections and is resistant to

anti-fungal

medicines.
The fungal species.
-hophyton indo-
tineae, has turned up in ov-

er 40 countri d its

gin  currently remains

own.
Japanese  dermatolo-

gm ho had spotzad the
patients from In-
m Sna Nepal, proposed in
2020 that this

should be considered a
new species and named

says that

perceptions of
clinicians and public

licial

Trichophyton indotineae.
in line with a historical tra-
digion of linking new infec-
Hous agents 10 specific 1o-
cations._
doctors” group sasd
that prejudicial naming tm-
pacts the perceptions of
ns and public alike,
igno: exhortations
of the World Health Organ-
American So-
cety of Microbiology, and
others, not to 4o so.
in this case, the species
name T. indotineae was in-
troduced based on isolates
from fuse two patients, ane
indian and one Ne:
whom the 1solated fun.

gus had previously been
identified as “Trichophy-
ton mentagrophytes Inter-
nal Transcribed Spacer
ars) VLT
interdigitale”_

Unclear origin

“This has been proven to
be demonstrably incorrect
and often leads to consid-
misinformation,
stigma. and racial prejud-
ice. This can ultimately
harm science by politicis-
ing it and tamish whole

r populat for no
fault of thelrs, cially
ir origin & un-

clear;” the group of doctors
notes in a paper.

N the fungus af-
ter India is unjustified and
incorrect,” Kabir Sardana,

ssor and Head of Der
rnaro!ogy St the Ram AMa-
nohar Lohia Hospital said.
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Hunter. perhaps,
Feel absence of young tady (4}

RERSE

Customers excitedly rose, red

sl

By RERG

Massa

Animats having stybe dance stupendousty i the beginning (6}
Bacteriat infection from European behind animat enclosure (4]
turring in bed (5)

Reportedly chest some to cbtain mineral

witial remark (8

Lavge eagles Ry around Zuis's anwnals (8]
Autior Wimsgh terribly yperventiates in absence of therapist

Voyeur's pet pigeon flies over maiden (7,31
ur Geders camying money (4}
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Chidambara Rahasyam

The of Lord Siva, dancing His eternal cosmic dance,
with one foot lifted and a swinging arm, as depicted in the
(mldamhaxam temple, has been one oflhe Most mesme-

In fact,

in s-h-um. the word temple refers to (.hndambaxam,

which is as the topmost

st shrine, the Kailash on

eanh.satdr‘s\v:unlnaths nna

discourse.
saw the idol at C

!hel

movement on the

mage came to life before his x eves and he could hear
the anklets tinkle s the Lord pe.

e floor. upnng e tot, Thranvaidr
sar said: “If one could but be pri

unique dance

ivileged to see the arched

6
a
S
S
9
8

1 Tory girl ran wildly and with conceit (10) ‘ows...the wet matted lock& .and the sweet lifted

2 Buid pits in font of tree with, 6 2 (om ‘even human birth s desirable on this vast earth.”
3 Bereaved lady covers new hole i a seat of true has the intri-
a4 Enquires, "Donkey carrying king? (3} o 3 fuing repuration of holding & setree. This ks dertved from
S Maine b symthesizes tegume (4,4 the special worship conducted around 7.30 p.m. every
© Setters embraced by 0wt mouther in Portuguese pilgrimage DIFFICULTY RATING: AR R RR  day at a small gate adjacent to the S 2 However,

town {6) PR rday's sudoku  there is no idol here, only a garland made of vitva Ieaves,
7 “Hark, that lady has the answer™ (4] 34 9]8 26|15 7] yhten vered with a curtain. One may ask what S
13 Comemurecation device in Agra diocese (S} the significance this. T service is sai one
Sisods 15 Red oysters spread over .,:‘.';.p, a0 61 g 7 953 4 2 fomignorance to true knowledge. This is to reinforce the
* Veticie ane shouldn't walk int (4} 17 Making blunders and bresking Mg bulb 18) S 55183 HS 8.1 fact that the Supreme Being. who is everywhere, is also
®  Excitedty Sts eating eggs (10] 18 KGlled 3 group of crows in frant of journsbst {8 i 2L sﬂe in the emhl'!g epriasts ‘One cannot see God directly,
10 Thoroughly defeated communist outside Crdord University By 20 Brushes dust from top of shelf and cries (6 112]4|5/7 3181916} butonecan only feel H (secrenis et
end of bou 16) 22 Doctor, same misture results in visions during skep (6 765289431, The O
11 Spanish person's resoct with drain reflus (8) 24 Sibeer mith Edward iz old {€) 436/|917528 lxeb(xjﬂu'nughoneslnnele)\e that knowledge drives
12 Dficul strugzle to capture one indian town (3] 25 Taiow seat veith Eart and plot (4] 80 1045 2 76 3 outlnorance One sees the Paren oF the Lo ISk
3 { ble to the e,e; as Nataraja) and also his formlessness (all-
25 7136 819 1 4] pervading but not visible to the outer eye).




Anti-tank guided missile

Nag Mk-2 tested successfully

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on Monday announced that
the indigenously developed third-generation
fire-and-forget anti-tank guided missile, Nag
Mk-2, and the entire system was ready for
induction into the Army following successful field
firing trials. Field evaluation trials of Nag Mk-2
were successfully conducted recently at the
Pokhran Field Range in the presence of senior
officers of the Army, the DRDO said in a
statement. “During the three field trials, the
missile systems destroyed precisely all the targets
- maximum and minimum range, thus validating
its firing range,” it said.




* Third-Generation Fire-and-Forget Technology: Enables precision
targeting with minimal operator intervention post-launch.

* Versatile Performance: Capable of neutralising modern armoured
vehicles equipped with explosive reactive armour (ERA).

* Platform Compatibility: Successfully integrated with Nag Missile
Carrier (NAMICA), enhancing battlefield mobility and deployment
flexibility.

* Range: Nag Mk-2 is estimated to have a range of 7 to 10
kilometres, an improvement over Nag Mark 1, which had a 4-
kilometre range.
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Pradhan
defends UGC
draft on V-C
appointment

NEW DELHI
Responding to a statement
esident

= pr s
Leader Opposi
n lhe Rajya sabha alll:

Chancellors (V-Cs).

Maha Kumbh begins; 15 million
pilgrims gather for Shahi Snan

Devotees from across the world ered at Pran

‘event: strict security measures are in place with more than

PRAYAGRAS
he Maha Kumbh, a
T s e s
gan on Monday in

spiritual unity were In full
display despite a thick
blanket of fog and a cold
breeze inthe

devotees from
around the country and
the world numbering

s gathered

Vice-Chancellor.

£am Noj In the city, as they

i S:

mthummfortheﬁmshmh:Snmdﬂm45—day
across the area

Eeidge across

country

in

prayers, and rituals, and

took the holy dip on the oc-
caston of Paush Purnima.

“Heartiest congratula-

tions to all the saints, Kalp-

have got the c
adip in the

ious fes-
ha

5
in Prayagraj on Monday. SANDEES SAXERA

South Korea captured the

pan engaged with local
s to understand the
Sutural and

“Heartfelt thanks to all
of the

terrupt
ed and clean Triveni” Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister

the
Central and State govern-
ment assoctated with Maha

ha Kumbh adminis-
n. Pr: 3] adminis-
tration, Uttar  Pradesh

Yogi Adityanath said. tlon Prayagraj, Swachha-
become the policy At the Ghat, grahis, Ganga Sevadoots,
of ibh religious

and spiritual seek-  social organisations, wva-

media world, who partici-
pated in making the first
bathing festival success-
ful” Mr. Adityanath added.

Deputy Inspec-
tor-General (DIG) Vaibhav
Krishna, and Senlor Supe-
rintendent of Police (SSP)

Rajesh Dwivedi, overs
ing security measures by
al at th

pilgrims.
ers joined the
Several YouTubers from

ous v org:
tions and friends from the

e
ground level. The ADGP

Paush Purmima during the Maha Kumbh, 3 45-day event that began

gam Noj to survey
curity arrangements from
above.

Mr. Vaibhav Krishna and
Mr. Dwivedi patrolled on
horses extensively, ensur-
ing tight security in every
corner.

Day 1is an

tending to the huge num-
ber of devotees.

~The influx of pilgrims
this year has
even the 2019 Kumbh Me-
1a,” said Umesh Singh,
tail

age boxes are the most
sought-after item, high-
lighting pilgrims® ea-

lifetime.” said Vaibhav Pan-
dey from Varanasi.
The marketplaces near

the holy dip on  sacred water as a symbol of
ofa  divine bl

Among the many inter-

national visitors was Chiris-

tina from Spain, who ex-
pressed her admiration for
the eur

Kumbh, calling it a “once-
in-a-lifecime experience”.

Kumbhvani radio

keeps pilgrims

informed, entertained

NEW DELHI

ary
from 5.55 am. to 10.
p.m.

As lakhs wok a dip in
the confluence of
Yammna and the mythical
Saraswati

Prayagraj.

There voas a tive report on

the event on the Kumbina-
ni channel.

Even as more devotional

music followed, there was

on the

mental in bringing more
pil :
“The Kumbh Mela has

soon a
many initiatives taken by
the Railways. The senior
Railway official also ex-
plained how the stations
would be operating within
the city on the day of the ri-
wal bathing when the
crowds would be at their

The radio channel is

another example of the

into the promotion of a re-

hol a or Hindu
rian politics. 1 find
it hugely problemaric.

Meta CEO’s description of
Lok Sabha election result is
‘misinformation’: Minister

NEW DELHI

Union Informaton and

Broad, and on-

ics and Information Tech-

nology Minister Ashwini

Valshnaw on Monday ac-

Meta founder and
Zuck

Astrains Vaishnaw

trust in a lot of govern-

countries, India, just like a
ton of countries that had
And the incum-

bente bascally loss ‘every

“Fhis was the o
in the interaction that Alr.

thame: s’ ncisrkiene /g
vernments, including Indi
in 2024 elections, pea
COVID is factually incor-
rect,;” Mr. Vaishnaw sakd on
X

“¥From free food for 500
million, 2.2 billion free vac-

my; Prime Minister Naren-

third-term vlcmry is a tes-
tament to gover-

nance and public trust.~
“@Meta, it's disappoine-
tlon

Meta spokesperson
did not have an immediate
Mr. Vaish-

n.
dia in the conversation.
“Mr. clai

reaction to COVID proba-
bly caused a of

naw’s response when con-
ed on Monday evening.

Cong. must clarify if
alliance was only for
polls: Shiv Sena (UBT)

The Bureau
MUMBAL

The Shiv Sena (UBT)
Monday Lammed the Con:
gress for what it called iz
approach™ to-

wards the I bloc and

gress to learn unity from
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance. In an edito-

rial published on Mnndzv

With AIADMK staying away

from Erode East bypoll,
DMK’s chances look bright

n ama-
e party kst G-
e et i A
the INDIA bloc, and e
the Congress
e whicher to &0 saloor
strengthen the alliance.
Blaming the parcy for

Poll performance

£ 300k at haw varaus political parties have fared in the Erode East Assembly constituency

ADAK

58396
1382194

43,923
25.75%;

ons

1.10.136

Thed force 32a¢
G3m)

“Erede [Easty - 0ne of the six Asemty

Dok Came thrd

*Cn B Fyds

| FvLwdn apiad =

\ piank

adax M

is
the views of

pareers of the INDIA b bloc
Congress must

stand, whether l.he aliance
was onl

for
elections,” Mr. Raut said.

Rupee is falling as Modi govt. is incompetent;
PM continues to fool people, says Opposition

Jairam Ramesh

Modi took over as PM he
was about to turn 64 and
the rupee was at Rs. 58.58
to the dollar. He waxed elo-
quent on making the rupee

linked Its fall to i prede-
cessor's
Hie said that as Mr. Modi

“prepares to turn 75 later
in the year, the rupee has
already declined well past
86 to the dollar. As the fall
continues,

Coarty bre Taalstad s
his own petardr

Foreign debt

CPl general secretary D.
Raja said India was already
under 200 lakh crore of
foreign debt, and the
slump In the value of In-
dian ruj ted the

the nation. What happens
o the
now? He said ﬂ\a( in hm

third largest economy in
the world. &s this how it will
be done,” he asked.

Shiv Sena (UBT) senior

in a post on X, she sakd,
“The country wants to

Trinamool Congress MP
Saket Gokhale blamed the
government’s “incompe-
peice” fox the Gl “Cavrmwih

ton 1s out ot priseiyt

economy is doomed but
DM Mod! is scifl in dental &
continues to fool people.”
Mr. Gokhale wrote in a
post on X.

On Monday, the rupee
logged its steepest fall in

CHENNAT

With the AIADMK — whose

chances appear bright.

“This is the first time the
principal Opposition
is staying away from
election in the constituen-

2014, 2019, and

DMK, four
Ali the el

current Housing Minister,
S. Muthusamy, who is the
polnt persoe l‘or the 2025

aa's death in December
2016.

In the last five and odd
years,
Share va:

hgheu of 38.41% In 2020,

my shifted to Erode Wem i
201

Though the Marumar-
larchi Dravida Munnetra
(MDAK) was al-

lotted the Erode Lok Sabha
constituency ln 2019, its

nllve_thel)eslya Murpol:.\m
Dravida
(DMDK), an En)’ of (he

ALADMK. e seat
in the 2011 Assembly elec-
ton, with a vote share of
nearly S1%. In the 2014 Lok
Shha wnd 2016 Assemmbly
elections, the
Score fluctaated berween
42% and 44%.

The DMK had put up s
tzndlda tes in the 2011 and

2nd loss both Times. Iront:
cally. V.C. Chandirakumar,
the DMK's nominee now.
‘won e DMDK’s ¢

date in 20m, defeating the

murthi, was feided as the
DMK's nominee, and he
won. In 2021 and 2023,

election, the DMK

With many major par-

away from the

byelection this time, Mr.

Chan, is likely to

win with a much higher
vote 3

) Amx
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Kumbhvani radio

keeps pilgrims
informed, entertained

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
Devotional songs inter-

spersed with discussions
on the spiritual signifi-
cance of the Kumbh, a live
account of how lakhs of pe-
ople took a dip in the con-
fluence of rivers on the first
day of the religious fair,
and a discussion with a se-
nior Railway official on ar-
rangements being made by
the Indian Railways. These
were on Monday among
the broadcasts on the radio
channel launched for the
duration of the mega fair.

Kumbhvani — an OTT-
based Radio FM channel —
dedicated to disseminating
information related to the
Kumbh Fair was launched
by Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath last
week. Broadcasting at a
frequency of 103.5 MHz,
the channel will be on air
from January 10 to Febru-
ary 26, operating daily
from 5.55 a.m. to 10.05
p-m.

As lakhs took a dip in
the confluence of Ganga-
Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati in Prayagraj,
there was a live report on
the event on the Kumbhva-
ni channel.

Even as more devotional
music followed, there was
soon a discussion on the
many initiatives taken by
the Railways. The senior
Railway official also ex-
plained how the stations
would be operating within
the city on the day of the ri-
tual bathing when the
crowds would be at their
peak.

The radio channel is

As lakhs took a holy dip, there
was a live report on the event
on the Kumbhvani channel.

part of many initiatives ta-
ken by the government to
project the cultural signifi-
cance of the Kumbh. Some
others are a special cultu-
ral zone called Kalagram
where music, theatre, and
crafts programmes would
be held.

Local residents, howev-
er, do not feel that these in-
itiatives would be instru-
mental in bringing more

pilgrims.

“The Kumbh Mela has
been held for centuries,
people from all parts of the
country have been coming
here irrespective of the ef-
forts of the government,”
Deepak Kumar Sen, Allaha-
bad resident, and author of
the book The Divine
Kumbh: Echoes of Eternity:
Ganga, Shipra, Godavari,
and Sangam, said.

According to political
analyst Nilanjan Mukho-
padhyay, “This is yet
another example of the
agency of the State getting
into the promotion of a re-
ligious event with the aim
of furthering the strangle-
hold of Hindutva or Hindu
majoritarian politics. I find
it hugely problematic”



About Kumbhvani Radio

Kumbhvani is an OTT-based FM radio channel launched
to cater to the pilgrims at the Kumbh Mela.

Broadcasts devotional songs, discussions on spiritual
topics, and live updates of events during the Kumbh.

Operational from January 10 to February 26 on 103.5
MHz, from 5:55 a.m. to 10:05 p.m.
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* Purpose and Significance

* Highlights cultural aspects of the Kumbh Mela, including its spiritual
importance.

* Provides practical information, such as railway arrangements, to assist
pilgrims.
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* Public and Expert Opinions

* Many residents believe the Kumbh has its own legacy that doesn’t need
government promotion.

* Critics suggest the initiative aligns with political strategies promoting
Hindutva.
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China trade surplus reaches a record of nearly $1tn

Beijing Exports In 2024 Exceeded Imports On A Scale Seldom Seen Anywhere Except During Or Inmediately After 2 World Wars

Keith Bradsher

hina announced Monday

that its trade surplus rea-

ched almost $1 trillion la-

st year as its exports swamped
the globe, while the country’s
own businesses and househol-
ds spent cautiously on imports.
When adjusted for inflation,
China’s trade surplus last year
farexceeded any in the world in
the past century, even those of
export powerhouses like Ger-
many, Japan or the US. Chinese
factories are dominating global
manufacturing on a scale not
experienced by any country
since the US after World War II.
The outpouring of goods
from Chinese factories has
drawn criticism from an ever-
lengthening list of China’s tra-
de partners. Industrialised and

developing countries alike ha-

ve erected tariffs, attempting to
slow the tide. In many instan-
ces, China has retaliated in

China now produces about a third of the world’s manufactured goods,
according to the United Nations Industrial Development Organization. That
is more than the US, Japan, Germany, South Korea and Britain combined

kind, bringing the world closer
toatrade warthatcouldfurther
destabilise the global economy:
President-elect Trump, who
will take office next week, has
threatened to escalate already
aggressive American trade po-
liciesaimed at China.
OnMonday, China’sgeneral

administration of customssaid
that the country exported $3.6
trillion worth of goods and ser-
vices last year, while importing
$2.6trillion. Theresulting surp-
lus of $990 billion broke its pre-
vious record, which was $838
billion in 2022. Exports in Dec,
including some that may’ve be-

en rushed to the US before Tr-
® ump can take office, propelled
Chinatoanewsingle-monthre-
cord surplus of $104.8 billion.
While China ran a deficit in
oiland other natural resources,
its trade surplus in manufactu-
red goods represented 10% of
China’s economy. By compari-
son, US reliance on trade sur-
pluses in manufactured goods
peaked at 6% of American out-
put early in WWI, when factori-
es in Europe had mostly stop-
ped exporting and shifted to
wartime production. Many co-
untries seek trade surpluses in
manufactured goods because
factories createjobsand are im-
portant for national security. A
trade surplus is the amount by
which exports exceed imports.
China’s exports of everything
from cars to solar panels have
been an economic bonanza for
the country. Exports have crea-
ted millions of jobs not just for
factory workers, but also for

high-earning engineers, desig-
ners and research scientists.

At the same time, China’s
imports of factory goods have
slowed sharply. It has pursued
national self-reliance over the
past two decades, most notably
through its Made in China 2025
policy, for which Beijing pled-
ged $300 billion to promote ad-
vanced manufacturing.

The backlash to China’s tra-
de imbalance has come from in-
dustrialised and developing co-
untries alike. Governments are
worried about factory closings
and job losses in manufactu-
ring sectors that cannot compe-
te with low prices from China.
The EU and the US raised ta-
riffs last year on cars from Chi-
na. Butsome of the broadestba-
rriers to China’s exports have
been put up by less affluent cou-
ntries with middle-income ma-
nufacturing sectors, like Bra-
zil, Turkiye, India and Indone-
sia. They have been on the cusp

of industrialisation but fear
that could slip away:

The volume of China’s ex-
portshasbeenrisingmorethan
12% a year. The dollar value of
its exports has been growing at
half that pace, as prices plung-
ed because Chinese companies
were producing even more goo-
ds than foreign buyers were re-
ady to purchase. The question
is whether China can maintain
itslead if other countries raise
tariffs. Yetmany importersfind
that China remains the most
competitive place to buy goods.
EricPoses, owner of AllThings
Equal, a US firm that invents
and distributes board games
and electronic tabletop games,
uses suppliers in Shanghai. Pr-
inting board games costs twice
asmuch in the US, while the US
does not even manufacture ma-
ny electronics needed for the ta-
bletop games. “Iwish Icould do
it here in a cost effective mann-
er, butit’sjust not possible.” Nyt



* Record Trade SurplusChina's trade surplus in 2024 reached nearly $1
trillion, surpassing historical records.
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* Economic Perspective:

* This surplus accounted for 10% of China’s economy, driven by its dominance
in global manufacturing and reduced imports.
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* Exports and Imports DataChina exported goods worth $3.6 trillion
while importing $2.6 trillion, marking a surplus of $990 billion.
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mﬁm,%ﬂﬁwwﬁmwaﬁﬁqaﬁgﬁﬂ

* Geographical Influence:

* China's exports dominated markets in the US, EU, and emerging economies,
reinforcing its manufacturing base.
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* Global Impact -China's trade policies have caused friction, with
countries imposing tariffs to protect local industries.

» dleT I AR ATAAT A TATT 3ot fhAT 8, Fhifeh A 3HTed
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* Political Perspective:

* Countries like the US are concerned about China's growing economic
influence, leading to trade wars and policy shifts.
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* Industrial Dominance-Chinese factories now produce one-third of the
world's manufactured goods, overtaking countries like the US,
Germany, and Japan.

G U R A AR S U

* Historical Perspective:

* Post-World War II, China's rise as a manufacturing giant marked a significant
shift in global economic dynamics.
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5.Challenges and Sustainability

5. Experts question if China can sustain its lead as other countries strengthen
local manufacturing and increase tariffs.

6. faQw=T Farer 351 & foh o1 el AU T TAT W Gehll %,
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7. Economic Outlook:

5. Rising production costs and global policy shifts may challenge China's export-driven
economy.
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* Future Implications-China's "Made in China 2025" initiative pledges
S300 billion to promote advanced manufacturing and self-reliance.
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* Political and Economic Strategy:

* The policy aims to reduce dependence on foreign technology and dominate

emerging tech industries.
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When a Pakistani cricketer
called Indian players ‘kafirs’!

Test stalwart Mohinder
Amarnath recalls the
1978 tour in new memoir

Avijit.Ghosh@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian cricketers received a
tumultuous welcome when they arrived
in Pakistan for a Test series in 1978. But
the players were taken aback when a
foreign-educated Pakistani cricketer re-
ferred to them as “kafirs”, a pejorative
term for those who don’t adhere to Islam.
“An unnecessary remark by a Cam-
bridge-educated cricketer gave us a bit
of a shock,” writes Mohinder Amarnath
in his newly-released memoirs, Fearless,
penned with brother Rajender. The play-
er who made the remark is not named.
The incident occurred after a game in
Rawalpindi. “After the match, we were a
bit casual boarding the bus. Gratuitously,
this cricketer said, “Bithao, bithao, in ka-
firon ko jaldi bithao (Board these non-
believers quickly),” writes Amarnath,
further adding, “What was the use of a
good education if it could not change
their negative attitude towards others?”
In contrast, the cricketers received a
wildly joyous reception at the Karachi
airport. About 40,000-50,000 turned up to
welcome the visiting team. The crowd was
double the number, but many had left be-
forehand because the flight was delayed.
“The distance from the airport to the
hotel normally took 20 minutes, but for
us, it took four hours; people had occupied
every inch of space on the pavement and
the road, and they refused to leave unless
and until they caught a glimpse of the
Indian cricketers or shaken hands with
us. They were warm and hospitable,” says
Amarnath, who played 69 Tests, scored
4,378 runs, hit 11 tons, took 32 wickets, was
also Man of the Match in India’s 1983 ODI

World Cup final triumph.

However, some Pakistani players be-
haved differently. The memoir says, “...
this artificial bubble burst quicker than
anticipated and hostility emerged from
an expected quarter. Apparently, certain
Pakistani players acted on the advice of
seniors and kept their distance. If we
spoke to them, their tone and tenor was
aggressive. At least two of them, Javed
Miandad and Sarfraz Nawaz, and to a
lesser degree Mudassar Nazar, took the
advice a little too seriously. I don’t think
either Javed or Sarfraz ever kept quiet
on the field.”

The cricketer, known to be one of the
finest players of pace bowling, recalls
an incident in the Karachi Test involv-
ing Nawaz and Sunil Gavaskar, who hit
centuries in both innings (111 and 137)
in the game.

“Whenever he bowled a bouncer,
Gavaskar allowed it to sail over his head.
When the same bowler pitched the ball up
to him, it was dispatched to the fence. This
annoyed Sarfraz and he vented his frus-
tration in crass Punjabi words, which
Gavaskar couldn’t understand. After the
over, he came to me and asked, “Why is
Sarfraz calling me pant coat? I laughed
at his ignorance and whispered, “He
meant p...c...!” Those who still cannot fol-
low should recall the ‘Ben Stokes’ memes
on social media.

In the late 1970s, exceptions aside, al-
cohol was banned in Pakistan. Fateh
Singh Rao Gaekwad, who was the man-
ager of the team, hosted the players at his
Bombay residence before the tour and,
“on alighter note” asked the players “fond
of drinks” to carry their quota.

“Many were taken aback by the sug-
gestion, knowing the restrictions on alco-
hol in Pakistan. The next morning, crates
of two-litre Johnnie Walker Red Label
whisky arrived and was distributed
among the players,” the memoir says.
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Why a 90-hour work

week IS a very bad idea

L&T chairman SN Subrahmanyan triggered a storm by saying people should work
even on Sundays and put in 90 hours a week. In advanced economies, though,
people work for fewer hours but are far more productive, finds Chandrima Banerjee

Only soldiers
come close to
90 hrs. Among
rest, Indians
lead pack

India's formal workforce
clocks the highest weekly
hours globally for two of
three categories analysed
by International Labour
Organization (ILO). Clerical
staff put in 56 hours a
week while professionals
— software engineers,
doctors, lawyers, and so on
— do 52 hours. Indian CX0s
and others in corporate
decision-making roles, or
the managers, work 57
hours weekly in India but
are second behind their
counterparts in Sudan, who
do 60 hours.

India is already the
land of the hardest-
working employees
(Latest ILO estimate
of mean hours
actually worked by an
employee in a week)
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work is determined by someone else and not by themselves —
as opposed to “employed people”, India has been home to the

If we consider only “employees” — those whose use of time at |

most hardworking labour force since at least 2018

rl.& I ®

The 90-hr force | Soldiers in Honduras put in 80 hours a week
in 2023. Decades of data show that only the armed forces in
various countries ever put in anywhere close to 90 hours a
week, even if none has been reported to have touched it



China has moved on from '996'. But GO ¥ AaNONF TR ity B4 Ax
it also has a productivity problem

(Estimated output of employee per hour
S , worked — GDP constant 2021,
For every hour on duty, a worker in China contributes international $)
19.8 international dollars as against 10.7 in India. In

fact, India is No0.133 in the world on labour productivity.
Workers in China and India, however, lag the global
average for productivity, 23.1 PPP dollars.

Long working hours did contribute to China’s rapid Us
economic growth but the country’s glorified ‘996’
culture — working 9 am to 9 pm/6 days a week — isnow  63.2
frowned upon worldwide and by its govt. After a spurt in

the 2000s, the country’s productivity growth plateaued China 19.8
and then slowed down. Now, China is seen as a low- 45 I :l
productivity economy that pushes forward through ndia

81.8

sheer scale. 2005 2025
Productivity highest in high-skilled work.
What are : H

TS Investing in workers can help

A notional figure that Labour productivity is all about what workers actually do. The highest output per
indicates how much one hour worked is in Luxembourg (166 international dollars). But these are financial

needs to spend in a specific sector workers who are highly skilled. Ireland (139 international dollars)

country to buy the same [ comes second for much the same reasons. But then there is Guyana,

amount of goods and ' where the beginning of oil production in 2019 sent labour productivity

soaring — the world’s highest growth over the past two decades (12
international dollars in 2005 to 114 now).

But the oil-rich Arab countries have been grappling with declining labour
productivity and an ILO official said that's due to “an inability to invest fiscal
gains in promoting productivity growth and a lack of investing in skilling the
labour force to meet new labour market needs”.

y %

services a US dollar
would buy in the
US.




Let's take a look at where Indian salaries stand

Compared with other countries, in 2023, India’s average monthly earnings were
the world’s 12th lowest in PPP terms. And even within the most well-paying
services sector, Indian employees earned more in PPP terms than only 15 other
countries, low-income and lower-middle income economies like Rwanda, Zambia,
Indonesia, Egypt, and so on.

“Workers’ productivity declines with

This is how an Indian 6k t;\;‘grv;ork.” Prokalitthbet{\ IAdnggrls?n, a leadting
emol 's earnin 1 linker on work ethics, to . In a country
co|:p(;y|'eeev:itel1a thosges " like China, “overwork is more of a national
in China. Vietnam 4k - ideology and not primarily driven by the singular
' h' a, Vi - personalities of particular CEOs”, she said. As
or the US 1 for corporate leaders promoting overwork,
(Average 2k -{ 1,0277 : 14348 . she said “the only important thing for them
monthly 7910 China - Vietnam is to achieve their own glory. And they
earning of L) 7m———— };},‘{3‘3 are willing to let their overworking
employee, 0d 1227 , , , : subordinates bask in the light
2021 PPPS) N - 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 of their glory as their

0 Note:2023 datanot reward”.

’ :, ~~— available for China Design: Anil Panwar; Source: ILO



PM launches ‘Mission

Mausam’ to make India

‘climate-smart’ nation

KEY GOALS UNDER IMD VISION 2047

> Global leadership | Attain power, wind and solar farms)

recognition as a leading > Setting up 300 electronic
meteorological agency atthe | sansors-based observatory

global Iev.el _ > Using mobile weather

> Exporting instruments to station; application of Al/ML;
meet the global demand application of robotics

> Substantial improvement | » Utilisation of energy from
in quality, accuracy & waste to power all surface
efficiency in service | observatories and
delivery and forecast - automated stations
accuracy * > Implementation of
> Use of UAVs for advanced algorithms
surface and boundary and data analytics
layer meteorological for real-time lightning
observations detection and prediction
> Setting up one million systems

observations at voluntary > Precise observations and
homes (neighbourhood continuous monitoring to
meteorological network) map sea-level rise

> Involvement of all > Constant observations
stakeholders in weather of glacier monitoring and
reporting (aviation, railways, hydrological data

L

»Continued fromP1

eferring to the substan-
Rtial progress made in
weather information
dissemination system in the
past decade, Modi pointed
out that only 10% farmers
and livestock owners used
weather-related advice 10
years ago, but the number
hasincreased toover 50%.
The PM on the occasion
launched ‘Mission Mausam’
with the goal of making the
country a ‘weather-ready,
climate-smart’ nation, and
released ‘IMD Vision 2047
document that spells out the
next 22 years journey of Met
department for making In-
dia a global leader in weath-
er forecast system, climate
modelling and export of me-
teorological instruments.
‘Mission Mausam’ aims
at achieving the goal by de-
ploying cutting-edge weath-
er surveillance technologies
and systems, implementing
high-resolution atmospher-
ic observations, next-gener-
ation radars and satellites,
and high-performance com-
puters inthe coming years.
Modi highlighted the
need to work with future re-
quirements in mind, includ-
ing developing warning sys-
tems for natural disasters.

Underlining India’s rich
history of meteorological
expertise, the PM pointed
out that the country’s tradi-
tional knowledge was well
documented, refined and
deeply studied in ancient
texts like Vedas, Samhitas,
and Surya Siddhanta, and
called for greater explora-
tion and integration of this
knowledge with contempo-
rary scientific practices.

“There is need toresearch
more in this direction and
explore how to link substan-
tiated (traditional) knowl-
edge with modern science,”
said PM Modi after citing nu-
merous examples of ancient
texts carrying information
on meteorology.

The PM referred to how
significant works such as
‘Krishi Parashar’ and ‘Bri-
hat Samhita’ studied cloud
formationand types, and the
mathematical work on plan-
etary positions at the time
where there were no scien-
tific instruments available
to study those phenomena.

Lauding IMD’s efforts to-
wards accuracy of forecast,
the PM spoke how his visitto
Sonamarg in J&K to inaugu-
rate a 6.5-km tunnel Monday
was planned on the basis of
Met department’s advance
prediction of clear weather.



* Progress in Weather Information DisseminationA decade ago, only 10% of farmers and
livestock owners used weather-related advice. The figure has now increased to over 50%.

* Ueh G2 Tgel had 10% fohdled 3R UR€ieieh HIGA Fetll Fellg &1 39T
Fd Al Ig kT HT 50% O 31k &F a3 gl

* Economic Impact:

* Improved weather forecasting aids farmers in optimizing agricultural practices,
reducing crop Iosses
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2.Launch of 'Mission Mausam'

2. The initiative aims to make India a "weather-ready, climate-smart" nation
through advanced technologies.

3.3 UgdT Hl 3602T 3oold deheilohl o HATEIH ¥ AR & "HIGH
AN, STeAr-FAE" SE Fedlell &

4. Technological Perspective:

2. Deployment of next-gen radars, satellites, and high-performance computers for accurate
weather predictions.
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3.IMD Vision 2047

3. A roadmap to establish India as a global leader in weather forecasting, climate
modeling, and export of meteorological instruments by 2047.

4. 2047 I AR I HIGH JareIA, STedryg ArstoeT 3T Algd aa=
3UHLOT & AT F 3RS dar § wv F g s F7 Q5T

5. Geographical Scope:

3.Enhanced weather systems will benefit disaster-prone areas across the Indian
subcontinent.

4.3e<Td ANGH YUTTell AR 3YAGIGAIT & HTYST-9duT &131 ohl
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* Integration of Traditional KnowledgePM emphasized using ancient Indian texts like Vedas and
Surya Siddhanta to link traditional meteorological knowledge with modern science.

+ QIUH & YRUNE ANGH Hatl) 7 A MY faee @ s & fov daf iR qF
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e Historical Context:
* Ancient texts such as 'Krishi Parashar' and 'Brihat Samhita' studied cloud formations and

planetary positions without modern tools.
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* Disaster Management and Future NeedsDevelopment of advanced warning
systems for natural disasters like cyclones and floods is a key focus.

» Tshdld 3T d1G ST YIhideh MIEI3T & T eI ddrasil Jomferar
I fahTd T 7T BT g

* Political Perspective:

* Such initiatives strengthen India's disaster management capabilities,
garnering global recognition.

* 3H X N Ugel HRA HT MUy JIT &THAN HI Aol Il §
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Hoollongapar Gibbon
Wildlife Sanctuary



* The Centre’s National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has approved
exploratory drilling for oil and gas in the eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of
Assam’s Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary.
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* Location: Situated in Jorhat district, Assam, the sanctuary lies in a
secluded region of evergreen forest.

* Habitat:
e Altitude: Ranges between 100-120 m (330-390 ft).

e Terrain: Gently slopes downward from southeast to northwest.

 The Bhogdoi River borders the sanctuary, creating waterlogged areas
dominated by semi-hydrophytic plants.



* Fauna:
* Home to India’s only gibbons, the Hoolock Gibbons.

* Northeast India’s only nocturnal primate, the Bengal Slow Loris, is found here.

* Other species: Indian elephants, tigers, leopards, jungle cats, wild boars, civets,
stump-tailed macaques, northern pig-tailed macaques, and four types of squirrels.

 Uniqueness:

 Named after the Hoolock Gibbons, making it the only sanctuary in India named
after a primate species.

 Known for its dense gibbon population and rich biodiversity.



Gangasagar Mela



* The organisers of the Gangasagar Mela have announced several new
initiatives, including a certificate for pilgrims participating in the
annual pilgrimage.

 About

* The Gangasagar Mela, also known as the Gangasagar Yatra, is an
annual Hindu religious festival held on Sagar Island, West Bengal, at
the confluence of the Ganges River with the Bay of Bengal.

* Rituals include the Sacred bath and Deepdan (offering of lamps).



* It is celebrated during Makar Sankranti, it is the second-

largest religious gathering in India after the Kumbh Mela.
e Makar Sankranti marks the Sun’s transition into Capricorn (Makara Rashi)
and is considered highly auspicious in Hinduism.

* The pilgrimage site has ancient roots, being mentioned in
the Mahabharata’s Vana Parva (1500-2000 BC).

* The mela is closely associated with the Kapilmuni Ashram, where
devotees pay homage to Sage Kapila.



Harvest Festivals
Across India
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* Recently, various regions of India have witnessed harvest festivals
which reflect the deep and harmonious relationship between humans
and nature.

e About Harvest Festivals of India

* Lohri: Marks the end of the winter solstice and celebrates the rabi
crop harvest. Celebrated in Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu & Kashmir by Hindus and Sikhs.



* Makar Sankranti: Marks the sun’s northward journey (Uttarayan) and the end of winter.
Celebrated as a harvest festival across India.

 Known as Poush Sankranti (Bengal), Sukarat (Central India), Makara Sankranti
(South and West India).
 Magh Bihu (Assam): Marks the end of the harvest season and the transition to spring.

* Pongal (Tamil Nadu): A four-day festival dedicated to the Sun God, marking Uttarayan
and the harvest season.

* Includes cleaning (Bhogi), worship of the Sun (Surya Pongal), honoring cows (Maattu
Pongal), and social visits (Kanum Pongal).



Terrace Tourism
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* Old Ahmedabad celebrates two-day Uttarayan with flying kites
boosting it’s terrace tourism.

 About

* Terrace Tourism: During the two days of the festival on 14th-15th
January, intense kite fights take place on rented terraces.



Terrace tourism in Old Ahmedabad started some
years ago, it has recently gained traction with not
just people from Gujarat but even from
Maharashtra and Gujarati NRIs.

Kites are a big business in Gujarat. The state is

the largest contributor to India’s kite production,
with 40%.

Old Ahmedabad was given the UNESCO World
Heritage City tag in 2017.




Diego Garcia




Fishermen were detained near Diego Garcia island for
crossing the maritime boundary and poaching.

Diego Garcia

It is the largest and southernmost island of the Chagos
Archipelago, located in the central Indian Ocean.

It consists of a V-shaped cay.

It was discovered by the Portuguese in the early 16th
century.

It is part of the British Indian Ocean Territory.



* The Chagos Archipelago is located approximately 2,200 km north-
east of Mauritius. It covers an area of 60 km?.
— Major Atolls: The largest atolls in the archipelago are Diego Garcia
(southeast), Peros Banhos, and Salomon Islands (both in the north).
— Historical Ownership: The Chagos Archipelago has been part of
Mauritius since at least the 18th century when Mauritius was a

French colony, known as lle de France.



e — Transfer to Britain: In 1810, following the cession of lle de France
from France to Britain, the Chagos Archipelago became part of the
British-controlled Mauritius.

1. The Chagos Archipelago was separated from Mauritius in 1965,
during British colonial rule.
— Britain and Mauritius made good progress in talks over the

sovereignty of the Chagos Islands, including the U.S.-British military
base.
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Iran’s Capital Shift to
Makran and Alexander’s
Legacy



Iran plans to relocate its capital from Tehran to the
southern Makran coastal region due to economic and

ecological concerns.

In ancient times, Makran was notable as the region where
Alexander the Great lost a third of his men while retreating
to Macedonia, after his Invasion of India (327—-325 BCE).




* What are Key Facts Regarding Iran's Plan to Relocate its
Capital?

* Historical Context: Tehran has been Iran's capital for over 200
years, having been established during the reign of Agha
Mohammad Khan, the first ruler of the Qajar dynasty (1794 to
1925) of Iran .



* Planned Relocation:

* [ran intends to move its capital from Tehran to Makran in Sistan and
Baluchestan Province due to Tehran's overpopulation, pollution, water
scarcity, and energy shortages.

* The idea of relocating the capital was first proposed during Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's presidency in the early 2000s.



Makran’s Strategic Importance:

Makran's strategic location near the Gulf of Oman presents opportunities to
boost the maritime economy and enhance national economic prospects

. Makran coast is a major source of Iran's petroleum reserve and coastal
trade due to the presence of ports like Chabahar.
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« What are Key Facts Regarding Alexander's Indian Invasion?

« About Alexander: Alexander the Great was king
of Macedonia (336 BC to 323 BC) and conquered a huge empire
that stretched from the Balkans to modern-day Pakistan.

« He remained undefeated in battle and is regarded as one of history's
greatest military commanders.



» Key Events:

- Battle of the Hydaspes: Alexander faced strong resistance from
Porus at the Jhelum River. After defeating him, Alexander admired his
bravery, restored his kingdom, and made him an ally.

 Halting at the Hyphasis (Beas) River: Alexander's army, exhausted and
fearing a larger Indian force led by Nandas, refused to advance into
the Gangetic Plain and persuaded him to retreat.



* Forced Retreat:

* The Greek historian Arrian in his account “The Anabasis of
Alexander” described the march through the Gedrosia (Makran
Desert) desert as one of extreme suffering.Alexander led part of
his army back to Persia through the harsh Gedrosian (Makran)

Desert, aiming to surpass Cyrus the Great, who had failed to
cross it.

 Cyrus the Great (590-529 BC), also known as Cyrus Il, was a Persian
King who united all the Iranian tribes.



* A large portion of Alexander's army died from dehydration,
exhaustion, and starvation, with soldiers killing their horses and
mules for food.

 Out of the estimated 1,20,000 infantry and 15,000
cavalry Alexander took to India, only one-fourth survived the
return journey.



ALEXANDER'S EMPIRE, C. 323 BCE ——————
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World Hindi Day 2025



* Vishwa Hindi Divas or World Hindi Day is celebrated annually on 10th
January to expand Hindi's presence on the international stage.

* About World Hindi Day:

* This date commemorates the historic moment in 1949, when Hindi
was first spoken at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).



In 1975, the first World Hindi Conference was
inaugurated by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
marking an important step toward global
recognition of Hindi.

10 Jan. 2006

World Hindi Day, designated on 10th January 2006,
is different from Hindi Diwas celebrated on 14th
September, as Hindi Diwas marks the adoption of
Hindi as one of India’s official languages in 1949.



» Significance:

 Hindi, with over 600 million speakers, is the
third most spoken language
globally,and most spoken language in
India.

« The day is observed to raise awareness
of Hindi's importance as a global language
of communication.

/
7




« World Hindi Day 2025 Theme:

* The theme for World Hindi
Day 2025 is “A Global
Voice of Unity and
Cultural Pride,” focusing
on promoting linguistic
exchange and
fostering cultural
pride through Hindi.




e Constitutional Status of Hindi:

* Hindi is recognized as the official language of India under Article 343
of the Constitution, alongside English for official purposes.

* Itis also listed in the 8th Schedule, which includes 22 languages
recognized for official use
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* What is the key feature of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) recently implemented in Odisha?

ST A §Tel &7 H_oIT9] IISHA AR TUHAAAT el RITY
STl (AB PM-JAY) T H& faeivar a1 g2

* A. Provides health cover of X1 lakh per family / 9fd IRAR X1 a1
FT TAELT FaT Y&l HIT &
B. Offers health cover up to %5 lakh per family per year / 9fd IRER
gfer af 5 @ dF FT FEELT FaT Y& HAT § ,
C. Focuses only on primary care / hddl ITUTAS S@HTT X higd

D. Covers expenses for only government hospitals / Hdd IHR
AT & @ H HAT HIAT &




* What is the range of the Nag Mk-2 missile?

AT Mk-2 TAATSS T IS FaT 872

e A. 5-7 kilometers / 5-7 fhetidex
B. 7-10 kilometers / 7-10
C. 10-15 kilometers / 10-15
D. 4-6 kilometers / 4-6




* What does the National Health Mission (NHM) focus on under NRHM?
TSI TRy AT (NHM) & dgd NRHM T Bihd fohd 9T §72

* A. Rural healthcare / TTHIUT EATELT STGAT

B. Urban healthcare / Qg TATELT STHT ’
C. Healthcare for senior citizens / IR®S ARG & foT TareeT

SEHT
D. Mental health initiatives / AT A% TITELT gl



* What is the purpose of the Kumbhvani FM radio channel launched
during Kumbh Mela?

T % g1l dled T T H3ramol Thud ISAT Ao
3eSRT T g7

* A. Promote tourism in the region / 81 # e &I derdar ol
B. Provide live updates and devotional songs / dllsd Iqse AR Hwiea

AT UG FIAT
C. Broadcast local advertisements /FﬂFﬁTI' faaTger 99T HIAT

D. Highlight government schemes for pilgrims / dridfat & Qe
TAIFRY AISAATHT BT IATR FIAT




* Which river forms the boundary of the Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife
Sanctuary in Assam?

L §\<>1I6INI~{ [ATedd dodaild IHIARUYT hT WIAT hieT AT AT
EIFHT—ﬁ .

* A. Brahmaputra River / SeHIT s1dT
B. Bhogdoi River / sTar

C. Subansiri River /

g
D. Dhansiri River / ¢forfard sTar



* What makes HooIIongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary unique?

@W [Alsded dedoild HHIRUY I HETddIT FIT FoTdl g2
* A. Itis home to India’s only gibbons, the Hoolock Gibbons / J§ #ARd
% THA fAreae, golled Feae w1 @ @

B. Largest tiger populatlon in India / ARd H gy 1 999 El?ﬁ
a8

C. Only sanctuary named after a bird species / hdel gall goifa &
ol Y T MAT AHAIROT

D. Known for its coral reefs / 3H& &Il JFH & faT gfaqy




* Which is the second-largest religious gathering in India after the Kumbh
Mela?

?ST Aol & d¢ AT H 8T e 3T e 3RS SiT 4l
?
* A. Gangasagar Mela / IRTIARI AT

B. Pushkar Falrlw AT

C. Rath Yatra / I AT
D. Sabarimala Festival / EHATAT 3c0d




e What is the focus of IMD’s Vision 20477
IMD &I T8¢ 2047 T Blichd FIT &7

* A. Becoming a global leader in weather forecasting / AT qa‘lmqm
H dfRg® AdT ST

B. Developing early warning systems for cyclones / Thdldl & fav
g?lﬁ?ﬁ COTCar:|

C Promoting traditional knowledge in meteorology/iFﬁHTI' R &
URIR® AT H TGET AT

D. Expanding disaster response networks / 3IT9cT gfafehar aeas &1
fATarR &



* What is the major significance of Diego Garcia in the Chagos
Archipelago?

AENH cdlagdg A fSTal anfadr f A&T HAged &1 872

* A. Strategic US-British military base / N?ﬂﬁﬂ? qud- fafeer d=r
3AssT

B. Largest coral reef system / HaH dsT R v NTed
C. Key location for fishing mdustnes/ﬂﬁ‘cﬁ tﬁo‘:‘:ﬁ' & BETﬂTIT &
foT vE wu=

D. H|stor|cal trade hub/ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ? I 1EY ﬂw_;\"




* What does the theme for World Hindi Day 2025 empha5|ze?
faeg fger fgaq 2025 &r fava fvg X AR Sar 87

* A. Promoting Hindi Ilterature/%?fl' IIT%T I deldl T
B. “A Global Voice of Unity and Cultural Pride” / "W df®as% 3Tarst
3ﬁT ARFHiaF Td"
C. Expandmg Hindi in technology/liﬁa'il’lﬁﬁ H %ﬁ HT ATar

D. Increasing Hindi readership worldwde/%ﬁ qrod! & faed TR
qY daledl




Fun Fact




The On |y * Nepal’s national flag is the only non-
rectangular national flag in the world. Its
Non- uniqgue design comprises two stacked
triangles symbolizing the Himalayas and the
two major religions of the country: Hinduism

Rectangular
Flag and Buddhism

/




Word of the day

Segue:

the act of changing smoothly from one state
or situation to another; proceed without
interruption, in music or talk

Usa g€ He sequed into another discourse.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/seguepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ['segwer/
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