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• Which city ranked first globally in the TomTom Traffic Index for shortest 
travel time for 10 km?
10 किमी िी सबसे िम यात्रा समय िे लिए टॉमटॉम टै्रकिि इंडके्स में 
िौन सा शहर वैश्ववि स्तर पर पहिे स्थान पर रहा?

• A. London, UK / लंदन, यूके
B. Mumbai, India / म ंबई, भारत
C. Barranquilla, Colombia / बरनक्विला, कोलंबबया
D. Chennai, India / चेन्नई, भारत



• Which Indian state records the lowest Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)?
िौन सा भारतीय राज्य सबसे िम मात ृमतृ्यु दर (MMR) दर्ज िरता है?

• A. Tamil Nadu / तममलनाड 
B. Kerala / केरल
C. Gujarat / ग जरात
D. Punjab / पंजाब



• What is the current Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India according to 2021 
VSR?
2021 VSR िे अनुसार भारत में वतजमान िुि प्रर्नन दर (TFR) क्या है?

• A. 2.1
B. 1.46
C. 1.8
D. 1.35



• Under which project was the sixth Scorpene-class submarine, 
Vaghsheer, handed over to the Indian Navy?
छठी स्िॉपीन-क्िास पनडुब्बी, वाघशीर, भारतीय नौसेना िो किस 
पररयोर्ना िे तहत सौंपी गई?

• A. Project-75 / प्रोजेवट-75
B. Project-76 / प्रोजेवट-76
C. Project-78 / प्रोजेवट-78
D. Project-80 / प्रोजेवट-80



• What propulsion system does the Scorpene-class submarine use?
स्िॉपीन-क्िास पनडुब्बी किस प्रणोदन प्रणािी िा उपयोग िरती है?

• A. Diesel-electric propulsion / डीजल-इलेक्विक प्रणोदन
B. Nuclear-powered propulsion / परमाण -संचामलत प्रणोदन
C. Hybrid propulsion / हाइबिड प्रणोदन
D. Steam propulsion / स्टीम प्रणोदन



• Which Kerala beaches were recently awarded Blue Flag certification?
िेरि िे किन समुद्र तटों िो हाि ही में ब्िू फ्िैग प्रमाणन से 
सम्माननत किया गया?

• A. Varkala and Kovalam / िकक ला और कोिलम
B. Kappad and Chal / काप्पड़ और चैल
C. Bekal and Payyambalam / बेकल और पय्यम्बलम
D. Alappuzha and Marari / अलाप्प झा और मारारी



• What organization provides the globally recognized Blue Flag 
certification?
वैश्ववि स्तर पर मान्यता प्राप्त ब्िू फ्िैग प्रमाणन िौन सा संगठन 
प्रदान िरता है?

• A. UNESCO
B. Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) / पयाकिरण मिक्षा के
मलए फाउंडिेन (FEE)
C. World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
D. International Maritime Organization (IMO)



• What is the significance of Chandrabhaga Beach in Odisha?
ओडडशा में चंद्रभागा समुद्र तट िा महत्व क्या है?

• A. First in Asia to receive Blue Flag certification / एमिया में ब्लू फ्लैग
प्रमाणन प्राप्त करने िाला पहला
B. Longest beach in India / भारत का सबसे लंबा सम द्र तट
C. Known for coral reefs / कोरल रीफ्स के मलए प्रमसद्ध
D. Popular for turtle conservation / कछ आ संरक्षण के मलए लोकप्रप्रय



• Which natural disaster prompted India to send humanitarian assistance 
to Cuba?
किस प्रािृनति आपदा ने भारत िो क्यूबा िो मानवीय सहायता भेर्ने 
िे लिए पे्रररत किया?

• A. Earthquake / भूकंप
B. Hurricane Rafael / तूफान राफेल
C. Tsunami / स नामी
D. Floods / बाढ़



• What is a key feature of the Blue Flag certification criteria?
ब्िू फ्िैग प्रमाणन मानदंड िी एि प्रमुख ववशषेता क्या है?

• A. Focus on water quality and safety / जल ग णित्ता और स रक्षा पर 
ध्यान कें द्रद्रत करना
B. Promotion of tourism infrastructure / पयकटन अिसंरचना को बढ़ािा
देना
C. Development of sustainable housing / द्रटकाऊ आिास का प्रिकास
D. Conservation of mangroves / मैंग्रोि संरक्षण







“If you’re 
going 

through 
hell, keep 

going

• .” – Winston Churchill, Various 
Speeches









• Recently, Odisha has officially joined 
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).
• The scheme will be implemented in 

convergence with Odisha’s existing 
Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana (GJAY).



Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY)

• National Health Authority (NHA) is 
the implementing agency of the 
scheme under the MoH&FW.

About: It is a flagship health 
insurance scheme (Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme) that was 

launched in 2018. It aims to provide 
accessible and affordable healthcare 
to the economically disadvantaged 

sections of society.



• Objectives: To reduce the financial burden on poor and vulnerable 
groups arising out of catastrophic hospital episodes.
• To ensure access to quality health services.

• To provide a health cover of up to ₹5 lakh per family per year for secondary 
and tertiary care hospitalization.





Key Features: Coverage: Over 
10.74 crore poor and vulnerable 
families (approximately 50 crore 
beneficiaries) identified based on 
the Socio-Economic Caste Census 

(SECC) data.

Cashless and 
Paperless: Beneficiaries can avail 
of cashless and paperless access 
to health services at the point of 

service in any empaneled 
hospital, both public and private, 

across India.



Comprehensive Benefits: Covers pre- and post-hospitalization expenses, 
diagnostics, medicines, and nearly 1,400 medical procedures, including 
major surgeries.

Funding Pattern: 60:40 cost-sharing between the Union Government and 
States.

• 90:10 for North Eastern States and Himalayan States (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and 
Jammu & Kashmir (UT)).

• 100% central funding for Union Territories (UTs) without a legislature.



Benefits and Impact: Since its inception, AB PM-JAY has achieved:

8.19 crore hospital 
admissions, with ₹1.13 lakh 
crore spent on healthcare.

Coverage for 45% of India’s 
population.

Reduced out-of-pocket 
healthcare expenses for the 

poor.

Increased access to both 
public and private 

healthcare facilities.

Recent Developments: In 2024, the Union Cabinet approved the expansion of 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) to cover all 

senior citizens aged 70 and above, irrespective of their income status.



• Health in India
– Health is a State Subject in Schedule VII in Indian Constitution, 
making healthcare delivery primarily the states’ responsibility.
– It covers primary and secondary healthcare, public health 
initiatives, health infrastructure etc.



• National Health Mission (NHM) is a flagship initiative that provides 
financial and technical assistance to states to strengthen their 
healthcare systems. Key components of NHM include:
1. NRHM: Focuses on rural healthcare.
2. NUHM: Addresses urban health challenges.
3. RMNCH+A: Provides healthcare across different life stages.







• Third-Generation Fire-and-Forget Technology: Enables precision 
targeting with minimal operator intervention post-launch.

• Versatile Performance: Capable of neutralising modern armoured 
vehicles equipped with explosive reactive armour (ERA).

• Platform Compatibility: Successfully integrated with Nag Missile 
Carrier (NAMICA), enhancing battlefield mobility and deployment 
flexibility.

• Range: Nag Mk-2 is estimated to have a range of 7 to 10 
kilometres, an improvement over Nag Mark 1, which had a 4-
kilometre range.







• About Kumbhvani Radio

• Kumbhvani is an OTT-based FM radio channel launched 
to cater to the pilgrims at the Kumbh Mela.

• Broadcasts devotional songs, discussions on spiritual 
topics, and live updates of events during the Kumbh.

• Operational from January 10 to February 26 on 103.5 
MHz, from 5:55 a.m. to 10:05 p.m.

• क ं भिाणी रेडडयो के बारे में
• िंुभवाणी एि ओटीटी-आधाररत एिएम रेडडयो चैनि है 
र्ो िंुभ मेिे िे तीथजयात्रत्रयों िो र्ानिारी प्रदान िरता 
है।

• भश्क्त गीत, आध्याश्त्मि ववषयों पर चचाज और िायजक्रमों 
िे िाइव अपडटे प्रसाररत िरता है।

• 10 र्नवरी से 26 िरवरी ति 103.5 मेगाहर्ट्ज़ पर
सुबह 5:55 से रात 10:05 ति प्रसारण।



• Purpose and Significance

• Highlights cultural aspects of the Kumbh Mela, including its spiritual 
importance.

• Provides practical information, such as railway arrangements, to assist 
pilgrims.

• उद्देश्य और महत्ि
• िंुभ मेिे िे सांस्िृनति पहिुओं और आध्याश्त्मि महत्व िो उर्ागर िरता 
है।

• तीथजयात्रत्रयों िी सहायता िे लिए रेिवे व्यवस्थाओं र्सैी व्यावहाररि 
र्ानिारी प्रदान िरता है।



• Public and Expert Opinions

• Many residents believe the Kumbh has its own legacy that doesn’t need 
government promotion.

• Critics suggest the initiative aligns with political strategies promoting 
Hindutva.

• जनता और प्रििषेज्ञों की राय
• िई ननवालसयों िा मानना है कि िंुभ िी अपनी ववरासत है श्र्से सरिारी 
प्रचार िी आववयिता नहीं।

• आिोचिों िा िहना है कि यह पहि हहदंतु्व िो बढावा देने िी रार्नीनति 
रणनीनत से र्ुडी है।





• Record Trade SurplusChina's trade surplus in 2024 reached nearly $1 
trillion, surpassing historical records.

• चीन िा व्यापार अधधशषे 2024 में िगभग $1 हट्रलियन ति पहुुँच 
गया, श्र्सने ऐनतहालसि ररिॉडज तोड हदया।

• Economic Perspective:
• This surplus accounted for 10% of China’s economy, driven by its dominance 

in global manufacturing and reduced imports.

• यह अधधशेष चीन िी अथजव्यवस्था िा 10% था, र्ो वैश्ववि उत्पादन में 
इसिे प्रभतु्व और आयात में िमी िे िारण हुआ।



• Exports and Imports DataChina exported goods worth $3.6 trillion 
while importing $2.6 trillion, marking a surplus of $990 billion.

• चीन ने $3.6 हट्रलियन िा ननयाजत किया और $2.6 हट्रलियन िा 
आयात किया, श्र्ससे $990 त्रबलियन िा अधधशषे दर्ज हुआ।

• Geographical Influence:
• China's exports dominated markets in the US, EU, and emerging economies, 

reinforcing its manufacturing base.

• चीन िा ननयाजत अमेररिा, यूरोपीय सघं और उभरती अथजव्यवस्थाओं में हावी 
रहा, श्र्ससे इसिा ववननमाजण आधार मर्बूत हुआ।



• Global Impact -China's trade policies have caused friction, with 
countries imposing tariffs to protect local industries.

• चीन िी व्यापार नीनतयों ने तनाव उत्पन्न किया है, क्योंकि देश अपने 
स्थानीय उद्योगों िी रक्षा िे लिए टैररि िगा रहे हैं।

• Political Perspective:
• Countries like the US are concerned about China's growing economic 

influence, leading to trade wars and policy shifts.

• अमेररिा र्सेै देश चीन िे बढते आधथजि प्रभाव िो िेिर धचनंतत हैं, श्र्ससे 
व्यापार युद्ध और नीनतगत बदिाव हो रहे हैं।



• Industrial Dominance-Chinese factories now produce one-third of the 
world's manufactured goods, overtaking countries like the US, 
Germany, and Japan.

• चीनी िैश्क्ट्रयां अब दनुनया िे एि-नतहाई ननलमजत वस्तुओ ंिा उत्पादन 
िरती हैं, र्ो अमेररिा, र्मजनी और र्ापान र्ैसे देशों से आगे हैं।

• Historical Perspective:
• Post-World War II, China's rise as a manufacturing giant marked a significant 

shift in global economic dynamics.

• द्ववतीय वववव युद्ध िे बाद, एि ववननमाजण हदग्गर् िे रूप में चीन िा उदय 
वैश्ववि आधथजि गनतशीिता में एि महत्वपूणज बदिाव 



5.Challenges and Sustainability
5. Experts question if China can sustain its lead as other countries strengthen 

local manufacturing and increase tariffs.

6. ववशेषज्ञ सवाि उठाते हैं कि क्या चीन अपनी बढत बनाए रख सिता है, 
क्योंकि अन्य देश स्थानीय उत्पादन िो मर्बूत िरते हैं और टैररि बढाते हैं।

7. Economic Outlook:
5. Rising production costs and global policy shifts may challenge China's export-driven 

economy.

6.बढती उत्पादन िागत और वैश्ववि नीनतगत बदिाव चीन िी ननयाजत-प्रधान अथजव्यवस्था 
िो चुनौती दे सिते हैं।



• Future Implications-China's "Made in China 2025" initiative pledges 
$300 billion to promote advanced manufacturing and self-reliance.

• चीन िी "मेड इन चाइना 2025" पहि उन्नत ववननमाजण और 
आत्मननभजरता िो बढावा देने िे लिए $300 त्रबलियन िा वादा िरती 
है।

• Political and Economic Strategy:
• The policy aims to reduce dependence on foreign technology and dominate 

emerging tech industries.

• यह नीनत ववदेशी प्रौद्योधगिी पर ननभजरता िम िरने और उभरते प्रौद्योधगिी 
उद्योगों में प्रभतु्व स्थावपत िरने िा िक्ष्य रखती है।















• Progress in Weather Information DisseminationA decade ago, only 10% of farmers and 
livestock owners used weather-related advice. The figure has now increased to over 50%.

• एि दशि पहिे िेवि 10% किसान और पशपुािि मौसम संबंधी सिाह िा उपयोग 
िरते थे। यह आंिडा अब 50% से अधधि हो गया है।

• Economic Impact:

• Improved weather forecasting aids farmers in optimizing agricultural practices, 
reducing crop losses.

• बेहतर मौसम पूवाजनुमान किसानों िो िृवष प्रथाओं िो अनुिूलित िरने और िसि 
िे नुिसान िो िम िरने में मदद िरता है।



2.Launch of 'Mission Mausam'
2. The initiative aims to make India a "weather-ready, climate-smart" nation 

through advanced technologies.

3. इस पहि िा उद्देवय उन्नत तिनीिों िे माध्यम से भारत िो "मौसम 
तैयार, र्िवायु-स्माटज" राष्ट्ट्र बनाना है।

4. Technological Perspective:
2. Deployment of next-gen radars, satellites, and high-performance computers for accurate 

weather predictions.

3.सटीि मौसम पूवाजनुमानों िे लिए अगिी पीढी िे रडार, उपग्रह और उच्च-प्रदशजन 
िंप्यूटरों िी तैनाती।



3.IMD Vision 2047

3. A roadmap to establish India as a global leader in weather forecasting, climate 
modeling, and export of meteorological instruments by 2047.

4. 2047 ति भारत िो मौसम पूवाजनुमान, र्िवायु मॉडलिगं और मौसम ववज्ञान 
उपिरणों िे ननयाजत में वैश्ववि नेता िे रूप में स्थावपत िरने िा रोडमैप।

5. Geographical Scope:

3.Enhanced weather systems will benefit disaster-prone areas across the Indian 
subcontinent.

4.उन्नत मौसम प्रणािी भारतीय उपमहाद्वीप िे आपदा-प्रवण क्षेत्रों िो 
िाभाश्न्वत िरेगी।



• Integration of Traditional KnowledgePM emphasized using ancient Indian texts like Vedas and 
Surya Siddhanta to link traditional meteorological knowledge with modern science.

• पीएम ने पारंपररि मौसम संबंधी ज्ञान िो आधुननि ववज्ञान से र्ोडने िे लिए वेदों और सूयज 
लसद्धांत रै्से प्राचीन भारतीय ग्रंथों िा उपयोग िरने पर र्ोर हदया।

• Historical Context:

• Ancient texts such as 'Krishi Parashar' and 'Brihat Samhita' studied cloud formations and 
planetary positions without modern tools.

• 'िृवष पराशर' और 'बहृद संहहता' रै्से प्राचीन गं्रथों ने आधुननि उपिरणों िे त्रबना बादि 
संरचनाओं और ग्रह श्स्थनतयों िा अध्ययन किया।



• Disaster Management and Future NeedsDevelopment of advanced warning 
systems for natural disasters like cyclones and floods is a key focus.

• चक्रवात और बाढ र्सैी प्रािृनति आपदाओं िे लिए उन्नत चेतावनी प्रणालियों 
िा वविास एि मखु्य िोिस है।

• Political Perspective:

• Such initiatives strengthen India's disaster management capabilities, 
garnering global recognition.

• इस तरह िी पहि भारत िी आपदा प्रबंधन क्षमताओं िो मर्बूत िरती है 
और वैश्ववि मान्यता प्राप्त िरती है।



Hoollongapar Gibbon 
Wildlife Sanctuary



• The Centre’s National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has approved 
exploratory drilling for oil and gas in the eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of 
Assam’s Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary.





• Location: Situated in Jorhat district, Assam, the sanctuary lies in a 
secluded region of evergreen forest.

• Habitat:

• Altitude: Ranges between 100–120 m (330–390 ft).

• Terrain: Gently slopes downward from southeast to northwest.

• The Bhogdoi River borders the sanctuary, creating waterlogged areas 
dominated by semi-hydrophytic plants.



• Fauna:

• Home to India’s only gibbons, the Hoolock Gibbons.

• Northeast India’s only nocturnal primate, the Bengal Slow Loris, is found here.

• Other species: Indian elephants, tigers, leopards, jungle cats, wild boars, civets, 
stump-tailed macaques, northern pig-tailed macaques, and four types of squirrels.

• Uniqueness:

• Named after the Hoolock Gibbons, making it the only sanctuary in India named 
after a primate species.

• Known for its dense gibbon population and rich biodiversity.



Gangasagar Mela



• The organisers of the Gangasagar Mela have announced several new 
initiatives, including a certificate for pilgrims participating in the 
annual pilgrimage.

• About

• The Gangasagar Mela, also known as the Gangasagar Yatra, is an 
annual Hindu religious festival held on Sagar Island, West Bengal, at 
the confluence of the Ganges River with the Bay of Bengal.
• Rituals include the Sacred bath and Deepdan (offering of lamps).



• It is celebrated during Makar Sankranti, it is the second-
largest religious gathering in India after the Kumbh Mela.
• Makar Sankranti marks the Sun’s transition into Capricorn (Makara Rashi) 

and is considered highly auspicious in Hinduism.

• The pilgrimage site has ancient roots, being mentioned in 
the Mahabharata’s Vana Parva (1500–2000 BC).

• The mela is closely associated with the Kapilmuni Ashram, where 
devotees pay homage to Sage Kapila.



Harvest Festivals 
Across India





• Recently, various regions of India have witnessed harvest festivals 
which reflect the deep and harmonious relationship between humans 
and nature.

• About Harvest Festivals of India

• Lohri: Marks the end of the winter solstice and celebrates the rabi 
crop harvest. Celebrated in Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and 
Jammu & Kashmir by Hindus and Sikhs.

•



• Makar Sankranti: Marks the sun’s northward journey (Uttarayan) and the end of winter. 
Celebrated as a harvest festival across India.

• Known as Poush Sankranti (Bengal), Sukarat (Central India), Makara Sankranti 
(South and West India).

• Magh Bihu (Assam): Marks the end of the harvest season and the transition to spring.

• Pongal (Tamil Nadu): A four-day festival dedicated to the Sun God, marking Uttarayan 
and the harvest season.

• Includes cleaning (Bhogi), worship of the Sun (Surya Pongal), honoring cows (Maattu 
Pongal), and social visits (Kanum Pongal).



Terrace Tourism









• Old Ahmedabad celebrates two-day Uttarayan with flying kites 
boosting it’s terrace tourism.

• About

• Terrace Tourism: During the two days of the festival on 14th-15th 
January, intense kite fights take place on rented terraces.



Terrace tourism in Old Ahmedabad started some 
years ago, it has recently gained traction with not 
just people from Gujarat but even from 
Maharashtra and Gujarati NRIs.

Kites are a big business in Gujarat. The state is 
the largest contributor to India’s kite production, 
with 40%.

Old Ahmedabad was given the UNESCO World 
Heritage City tag in 2017.



Diego Garcia



Fishermen were detained near Diego Garcia island for 
crossing the maritime boundary and poaching.

Diego Garcia

It is the largest and southernmost island of the Chagos 
Archipelago, located in the central Indian Ocean.

It consists of a V-shaped cay.

It was discovered by the Portuguese in the early 16th 
century.

It is part of the British Indian Ocean Territory.



• The Chagos Archipelago is located  approximately 2,200 km north-
east of Mauritius. It covers an area of 60 km².
– Major Atolls: The largest atolls in the archipelago are Diego Garcia 
(southeast), Peros Banhos, and Salomon Islands (both in the north).
– Historical Ownership: The Chagos Archipelago has been part of 
Mauritius since at least the 18th century when Mauritius was a 
French colony, known as Ile de France.



• – Transfer to Britain: In 1810, following the cession of Ile de France 
from France to Britain, the Chagos Archipelago became part of the 
British-controlled Mauritius.
1. The Chagos Archipelago was separated from Mauritius in 1965, 
during British colonial rule.
– Britain and Mauritius made good progress in talks over the 
sovereignty of the Chagos Islands, including the U.S.-British military 
base.





Iran’s Capital Shift to 
Makran and Alexander’s 

Legacy



Iran plans to relocate its capital from Tehran to the 
southern Makran coastal region due to economic and 
ecological concerns. 

In ancient times, Makran was notable as the region where 
Alexander the Great lost a third of his men while retreating 
to Macedonia, after his Invasion of India (327–325 BCE).



• What are Key Facts Regarding Iran's Plan to Relocate its 
Capital?

• Historical Context: Tehran has been Iran's capital for over 200 
years, having been established during the reign of Agha 
Mohammad Khan, the first ruler of the Qajar dynasty (1794 to 
1925) of Iran .



• Planned Relocation: 

• Iran intends to move its capital from Tehran to Makran in Sistan and 
Baluchestan Province due to Tehran's overpopulation, pollution, water 
scarcity, and energy shortages.

•  The idea of relocating the capital was first proposed during Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's presidency in the early 2000s.



Makran’s Strategic Importance:

Makran's strategic location near the Gulf of Oman presents opportunities to 
boost the maritime economy and enhance national economic prospects

. Makran coast is a major source of Iran's petroleum reserve and coastal 
trade due to the presence of ports like Chabahar.





• What are Key Facts Regarding Alexander's Indian Invasion?

• About Alexander: Alexander the Great was king 
of Macedonia (336 BC to 323 BC) and conquered a huge empire 
that stretched from the Balkans to modern-day Pakistan.

• He remained undefeated in battle and is regarded as one of history's 
greatest military commanders.



• Key Events:

• Battle of the Hydaspes: Alexander faced strong resistance from 
Porus at the Jhelum River. After defeating him, Alexander admired his 
bravery, restored his kingdom, and made him an ally.

• Halting at the Hyphasis (Beas) River: Alexander's army, exhausted and 
fearing a larger Indian force led by Nandas, refused to advance into 
the Gangetic Plain and persuaded him to retreat.

•



• Forced Retreat:

• The Greek historian Arrian in his account “The Anabasis of 
Alexander” described the march through the Gedrosia (Makran 
Desert) desert as one of extreme suffering.Alexander led part of 
his army back to Persia through the harsh Gedrosian (Makran) 
Desert, aiming to surpass Cyrus the Great, who had failed to 
cross it.

• Cyrus the Great (590-529 BC), also known as Cyrus II, was a Persian 
King who united all the Iranian tribes.



• A large portion of Alexander's army died from dehydration, 
exhaustion, and starvation, with soldiers killing their horses and 
mules for food.

• Out of the estimated 1,20,000 infantry and 15,000 
cavalry Alexander took to India, only one-fourth survived the 
return journey.





Cause Himalayas Western Ghats

Slope and Terrain

Steep, rugged 
terrain with high-
altitude, unstable 
slopes.

Less steep and more 
gradual slopes, 
reducing landslide 
risk.

Tectonic Activity

Highly tectonically 
active region due to 
the collision of 
the Indian and 
Eurasian plates, 
triggering 
earthquakes.

Less tectonic activity, 
with minimal 
earthquake-triggered 
landslides.

Rainfall and 
Snowmelt

Heavy monsoon 
rainfall combined with 
rapid snowmelt from 
glaciers, increasing soil 
saturation and 
instability.

Heavy rainfall during 
monsoon, but no 
snowmelt, reducing 
landslide triggers.

Soil and Rock 
Composition

Unconsolidated 
debris (scree, 
moraine) and fragile 
rock formations prone 
to displacement.

More stable soil and 
rock types, reducing 
landslide occurrences.

Deforestation

High rates of 
deforestation for 
agriculture, timber, 
and fuel, weakening 
soil cohesion.

Less 
deforestation compar
ed to the Himalayas, 
although still a 
concern.

Drishti Mains Question:

Discuss the causes and impacts of landslides in India. How can disaster management 
strategies be improved?

Drishti Mains Question:

Discuss the legalization of same-sex marriage in India and debate around it. What could 
be the possible way forward to address the legal and societal challenges related to this 
issue?

•Causes:
•Gravitational Forces: When gravity overcomes the strength of materials like rocks, sand, silt, and clay, the slope collapses, causing these materials to move downhill.
•Natural Factors:

•Rainfall: Heavy or continuous rainfall increases soil moisture, weakens cohesion, and adds weight to slopes, making them more likely to fail.
•Earthquakes: Earthquakes destabilize slopes by shaking the ground and weakening geomaterials, particularly in tectonically active regions
•Hydrological Factors: Water seepage through porous materials raises pore pressure and weakens the slope.

•Anthropogenic Factors: Deforestation destabilizes slopes by removing vegetation and tree roots that provide reinforcement and water drainage.
•Mining, road construction, and urban development disrupt natural drainage and load distribution, raising landslide risks.

•Geological Factors: Geological factors like material composition, structure, and weathering affect slope stability.
•The Western Ghats' steep, dual-layered terrain makes them prone to landslides when rainwater saturates the soil, increasing weight and reducing stability.

How are Landslides in Himalayan Region Different from Landslides in Western Ghats?
What are the Impacts of Landslides?
•Human Life and Safety: Fast-moving landslides are particularly deadly, and slow-moving landslides, though less deadly, can still cause significant damage to
•Damage to Infrastructure: Roads, rail lines, pipelines, and communication lines can be blocked or severely damaged, disrupting essential services.

•Landslides can bury homes, leading to loss of life and property.
•Cascading Effects: A landslide can block streams, forming a debris dam. If the dam bursts, it can cause downstream flooding, further increasing damage.
•Economic Loss: Repairing damaged infrastructure and providing humanitarian aid can be costly. Landslides also disrupt local economies
•Environmental Impact: Landslides disrupt ecosystems, affecting soil stability and vegetation, which can exacerbate erosion and soil degradation.

What are the Government Initiatives to Mitigate Landslide Risks in India?
•National Landslide Risk Management Strategy (2019): It is a comprehensive approach that includes hazard mapping, monitoring, early warning, awareness, capacity building,
•Landslide Risk Mitigation Scheme (LRMS): It aims to provide financial support for landslide mitigation in vulnerable states, focusing on
•Flood Risk Mitigation Scheme (FRMS): The scheme includes pilot projects for multi-purpose flood shelters and flood early warning systems
•National Guidelines on Landslides and Snow Avalanches: NDMA guidelines cover hazard assessment, risk management, structural and non
•Landslide Atlas of India: Created by NRSC under ISRO, it records landslide events in vulnerable areas, featuring damage assessments and offering valuable insights on landslides in India.

Committees to Conserve Landslide Prone Western Ghats
•Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, 2011 (Headed by Madhav Gadgil): The entire Western Ghats should be declared Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA)

•Classify the Western Ghats into ESA 1, 2 and 3 with ESA-1 having a high priority where almost all developmental activities are restricted.
•Western Ghats Ecology Authority (WGEA) to be constituted as a statutory authority under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Landslide_Atlas_of_India

the death penalty or corporal punishment.

What is the Special Marriage Act (SMA) 1954?
•About:

•The SMA, 1954, provides a legal framework for marriage between individuals of different religions or castes in India.
•It governs civil marriages, where the state sanctions the marriage instead of religious authorities.

•Applicability:
•The SMA applies to people of all faiths, including Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Jains, and Buddhists across India.
•Under the SMA, 1954, foreigners can also register their marriage in India if both parties have valid passports and at least one has resided in India 
for a minimum of 30 days before filing the marriage notice.

•Key Provisions:
•Marriage Recognition: The Act facilitates the registration of marriages, granting legal recognition and providing rights such as
succession, and social security benefits.
•Notice Requirement: According to Section 5, the parties must provide written notice to the Marriage Officer of the district, with at least one party 
having resided in the district for a minimum of 30 days prior to the notice.

•Section 7 allows objections to the marriage within 30 days of the notice being published.
•Age Limit: The minimum marriage age under the SMA is 21 years for males and 18 years for females.

What are the Arugments in Favour of Same Sex Marriage?
•Equality and Human Rights: Denying same-sex couples the right to marry creates second-class status, violating fundamental rights
human rights conventions.

•The UDHR upholds the right to marry as a fundamental human right, emphasizing equality and dignity. In India, activists argue that thi
with Article 21 (Right to Life) of the Constitution.

•Cohabitation as a Fundamental Right: The SC in judgments such as Lata Singh v. State of UP, 2006 and Shakti Vahini v. Union of India, 
affirmed cohabitation as a fundamental right under Article 21, obligating the government to legally recognize relationships between same
•Legal and Economic Benefits: Legalizing same-sex marriage provides equal access to the legal and economic benefits associated with marriage, 
inheritance rights, and social security benefits.
•International Principles: Same-sex marriage is legal in more than 30 countries, aligning with global human rights principles that advocate for equality and 
dignity for all individuals, irrespective of sexual orientation.

What are the Arguments Against Same-Sex Marriages?
•Religious and Cultural Beliefs: Many religious and cultural groups assert that marriage should be between a man and a woman, arguing that redefining 
marriage challenges their foundational values and beliefs.
•Against Natural Order: Some oppose same-sex marriage on the grounds that marriage's primary purpose is procreation, which they believe same
couples cannot fulfill, thus contradicting the natural order.
•Legal and Regulatory Challenges: Concerns are raised about potential legal complications, such as adjustments needed in inheritance, and property laws 

  

What are Key Facts Regarding Alexander's Indian Invasion?
•About Alexander: Alexander the Great was king of Macedonia (336 BC to 323 BC) and conquered a huge empire that stretched from the
modern-day Pakistan.
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World Hindi Day 2025



• Vishwa Hindi Divas or World Hindi Day is celebrated annually on 10th 
January to expand Hindi's presence on the international stage. 

• About World Hindi Day: 

• This date commemorates the historic moment in 1949, when Hindi 
was first spoken at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).



1975

In 1975, the first World Hindi Conference was 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 

marking an important step toward global 
recognition of Hindi.

10 Jan. 2006

World Hindi Day, designated on 10th January 2006, 
is different from Hindi Diwas celebrated on 14th 

September, as Hindi Diwas marks the adoption of 
Hindi as one of India’s official languages in 1949.



• Significance:

• Hindi, with over 600 million speakers, is the 
third most spoken language 
globally,and most spoken language in 
India.

• The day is observed to raise awareness 
of Hindi's importance as a global language 
of communication.



• World Hindi Day 2025 Theme:

• The theme for World Hindi 
Day 2025 is “A Global 
Voice of Unity and 
Cultural Pride,” focusing 
on promoting linguistic 
exchange and 
fostering cultural 
pride through Hindi.



• Constitutional Status of Hindi: 

• Hindi is recognized as the official language of India under Article 343 
of the Constitution,  alongside English for official purposes.

•  It is also listed in the 8th Schedule, which includes 22 languages 
recognized for official use



Top 10 MCQ from the session for 
every exam  



• What is the key feature of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) recently implemented in Odisha?
ओडडशा में हाि ही में िाग ूआयुष्ट्मान भारत प्रधानमंत्री र्न आरोग्य 
योर्ना (AB PM-JAY) िी मुख्य ववशषेता क्या है?

• A. Provides health cover of ₹1 lakh per family / प्रतत पररिार ₹1 लाख 
का स्िास््य किर प्रदान करता है
B. Offers health cover up to ₹5 lakh per family per year / प्रतत पररिार 
प्रतत िषक ₹5 लाख तक का स्िास््य किर प्रदान करता है
C. Focuses only on primary care / केिल प्राथममक देखभाल पर कें द्रद्रत
D. Covers expenses for only government hospitals / केिल सरकारी 
अस्पतालों के खचक को किर करता है



• What is the range of the Nag Mk-2 missile?
नाग Mk-2 लमसाइि िी रेंर् क्या है?

• A. 5-7 kilometers / 5-7 ककलोमीटर
B. 7-10 kilometers / 7-10 ककलोमीटर
C. 10-15 kilometers / 10-15 ककलोमीटर
D. 4-6 kilometers / 4-6 ककलोमीटर



• What does the National Health Mission (NHM) focus on under NRHM?
राष्ट्ट्रीय स्वास््य लमशन (NHM) िे तहत NRHM िा िोिस किस पर है?

• A. Rural healthcare / ग्रामीण स्िास््य देखभाल
B. Urban healthcare / िहरी स्िास््य देखभाल
C. Healthcare for senior citizens / िररष्ठ नागररकों के मलए स्िास््य
देखभाल
D. Mental health initiatives / मानमसक स्िास््य पहल



• What is the purpose of the Kumbhvani FM radio channel launched 
during Kumbh Mela?
िंुभ मेिे िे दौरान िॉन्च किए गए िंुभवाणी एिएम रेडडयो चैनि िा 
उद्देवय क्या है?

• A. Promote tourism in the region / के्षत्र में पयकटन को बढ़ािा देना
B. Provide live updates and devotional songs / लाइि अपडटे और भक्वत 
गीत प्रदान करना
C. Broadcast local advertisements / स्थानीय प्रिज्ञापन प्रसाररत करना
D. Highlight government schemes for pilgrims / तीथकयाबत्रयों के मलए 
सरकारी योजनाओ ंको उजागर करना



• Which river forms the boundary of the Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Assam?
असम में हूिोंगापार धगब्बन वन्यर्ीव अभयारण्य िी सीमा िौन सी नदी 
बनाती है?

• A. Brahmaputra River / िह्मप त्र नदी
B. Bhogdoi River / भोगदोई नदी
C. Subansiri River / स िनमसरी नदी
D. Dhansiri River / धनमसरी नदी



• What makes Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary unique?
हूिोंगापार धगब्बन वन्यर्ीव अभयारण्य िो अद्ववतीय क्या बनाता है?

• A. It is home to India’s only gibbons, the Hoolock Gibbons / यह भारत 
के एकमात्र गगब्बन, हूलॉक गगब्बन का घर है
B. Largest tiger population in India / भारत में बाघों की सबसे बड़ी 
आबादी है
C. Only sanctuary named after a bird species / केिल पक्षी प्रजातत के
नाम पर रखा गया अभयारण्य
D. Known for its coral reefs / इसके कोरल रीफ्स के मलए प्रमसद्ध



• Which is the second-largest religious gathering in India after the Kumbh 
Mela?
िंुभ मेिे िे बाद भारत में दसूरा सबसे बडा धालमजि आयोर्न िौन सा 
है?

• A. Gangasagar Mela / गंगासागर मेला
B. Pushkar Fair / प ष्कर मेला
C. Rath Yatra / रथ यात्रा
D. Sabarimala Festival / सबरीमाला उत्सि



• What is the focus of IMD’s Vision 2047?
IMD िी दृश्ष्ट्ट 2047 िा िोिस क्या है?

• A. Becoming a global leader in weather forecasting / मौसम पूिाकन मान 
में िैक्श्िक नेता बनना
B. Developing early warning systems for cyclones / चक्रिातों के मलए 
प्रारंमभक चेतािनी प्रणामलयों का प्रिकास
C. Promoting traditional knowledge in meteorology / मौसम प्रिज्ञान में
पारंपररक ज्ञान को बढ़ािा देना
D. Expanding disaster response networks / आपदा प्रततकक्रया नेटिकक  का 
प्रिस्तार करना



• What is the major significance of Diego Garcia in the Chagos 
Archipelago?
चागोस द्वीपसमूह में डडएगो गालसजया िा मुख्य महत्व क्या है?

• A. Strategic US-British military base / रणनीततक यूएस-बिद्रटि सैन्य 
अड्डा
B. Largest coral reef system / सबसे बड़ा कोरल रीफ मसस्टम
C. Key location for fishing industries / मछली पकड़ने के उद्योगों के 
मलए प्रम ख स्थान
D. Historical trade hub / ऐततहामसक व्यापार कें द्र



• What does the theme for World Hindi Day 2025 emphasize?
वववव हहदंी हदवस 2025 िा ववषय किस पर र्ोर देता है?

• A. Promoting Hindi literature / द्रहदंी साद्रहत्य को बढ़ािा देना
B. “A Global Voice of Unity and Cultural Pride” / "एक िैक्श्िक आिाज़ 
और सांस्कृततक गिक"
C. Expanding Hindi in technology / प्रौद्योगगकी में द्रहदंी का प्रिस्तार
D. Increasing Hindi readership worldwide / द्रहदंी पाठकों को प्रिश्ि स्तर 
पर बढ़ाना



Fun Fact 



The Only 
Non-
Rectangular 
Flag

• Nepal’s national flag is the only non-
rectangular national flag in the world. Its 
unique design comprises two stacked 
triangles symbolizing the Himalayas and the 
two major religions of the country: Hinduism 
and Buddhism









Thank you 
guys.
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