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The U.S. recently imposed a 25% tariff on which imports?
R WFWW“ C YA YUAY c & TV dIH

* A. Electronics and Semiconductors / ¥I& ¥Y 7 UeBi@F s ¢
B. Aluminium and Steel /§’IZI SR AW > Y a '@'I'
C. Automobiles and Spare Parts / © SSHAFT T ¥j HUTFE

D. Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices /[ igp S0 >
FEFZ AETT W

~~¢\



Which countries criticized the U.S. tariffs on aluminium and steel?

FS CEWR VEE A IS0 FPFAWT Ta @ ETAVH ISy
A zrawa's'a'r

* A. India, China, and Brazil / hEIFl & T UTa &
B. Canada, Britain, and Australia /'s' Tl EeF T UG a WIAd
C. Germany, France, and Italy / = T & & = S Yredg 3
D. Japan, South Korea, and Mexico / & & 0 e '§' DEId> o

T SH



How did the EU respond to the U.S. tariffs?
TRAIcd TR CES oC H ¥ 95K I Ad] B IAH

* A. By bannmg U.S. imports /R TIEIS & Ik TUSHFON qv&E ¥
B. By imposing counter-tariffs worth $26 billion / $26 A TS TIH sS
cAdlecH IIE W
C. By seeking WTO intervention /TCET SSUb ©F S &GN S WSS
D. By increasing trade with China /E‘\'? 33335 [ E’ﬁl’lﬁlqﬁ' g



Under which trade policy did the U.S. impose these tariffs?
R WH’U?:FU cH 3333'3' [ agarwwggfm-avm

* A. Trade Act of 1974 /19745 90 FH X F I

B. Section 301 Tariffs /  FICoBIC g
C. Section 232 of Trade Expansion Act / [ TH b F R RIES &

R SHIICaT
D. Fair Trade Policy Act / % Ow 0 EXESFF 2 X FIH



What is the primary objective of the "Mission Amrit Sarovar"?
"FICT A TH S YA 3 I &EP T AURT

* A. Constructing roads in rural areas / ¥ i o goNsial ol S % TN
B. Reviving and creating water bodies to address water scarcity / o |

c¥s E'EUFE'@UEB'W?; rEI'WE' A deHIT H > PR XCC |

C. Developmg rainwater harvesting systems in urban cities / E UKle

C USRS T ¢ % s ﬁ@'@g%’« s wed

D. Promoting organic farmmg near water reservoirs / T UL TRSTE
TS ¢ Fes A URASFd



How many ponds have been completed under Mission Amrit Sarovar by
October 2024?
Ve @Yok ¢S FICT R TP ¢ UAUSSeUle B TR HI TS S

oEum
* A. 35,000
B. 50,000

C. 68,000
D. 75,000



What is Indian Railways’ role in Mission Amrit Sarovar?
HIC © R Whh ¢ TR Tsiogh i@l RIS &% WE’UJEI’

* A. Building dams along railway routes / WWEW&E 0@ O d
B. Excavating and constructing ponds near railway worksites / BIAs
3’3’]31' dMWSTE cFldl o 6 FiE > % TN
C. Installing solar water pumps for irrigation /%'EEE' EB'WE' ecHaod
tdf Fesowed
D. Developmg water purification plants /< I € & SW cdd
WS H TS WA



Which telecom company partnered with SpaceX to offer Starlink
services in India?

el Gkl FPUE SPBHCE SUSHEINT ] §35 TICH S
SH® FSESESE & §H05 o

e A. Airtel
B. Vodafone Idea
C.lJio
D. BSNL



Why was the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) suspended in
December 2023?

F T TUNHE G Hced 58 FEURE T IWFI) S 3% SHFTAF B I
U IdocH

* A. Financial mismanagement / W%EI’ S@LIN®
B. Sexual harassment allegations agamst former WFI President Brij

Bhushan Sharan Singh / E&IVFI?® & Ohhgi C W WU IR
&Y @S SS° U\

C. Failure to conduct national-level wrestling tournaments / U@ b o

?,'EE'H es AWl B dS dHNTS gwm ded
D. Doping scandal involving Indian wrestlers fW@T CURIIE B 5

ra?:a-q Caa_g



Where is the headquarters of the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI)
located?

shHlcw] S8 TEIUKE § IWFI) § aWRd am:g:m ¢ UKl

* A. Mumbai / TREE
B. NewDelhi /ST % &
C. Kolkata / $ WS Fd
D. Chennai /‘@\; )
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If you believe in yourself and have
dedication and pride - and never
quit, you'll be a winner. The price of
victory is high but so are the
rewards.

— Bear Bryjont —
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ISRO undocks SpaDex
satellites in first attempt

Satellites are orbiting independently and their health is normal, says space agency; on January 16,

ISRO successfully executed satellites’ docking, making India the fourth country to achieve the feat

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

early two months
Naﬁer the Indian
Space Research Or-

ganisation (ISRO) carried
out the docking of the two
satellites which are part of
the Space Docking Experi-
ment (SpaDeX) mission,
the space agency on Thurs-
day accomplished their
undocking.

The space agency said
that it had accomplished
the feat in its very first at-
tempt. The undocking op-
eration was executed at
9.20 am.

“The undocking of the
satellites took place in a
460 km circular orbit with
45-degree inclination. The
satellites are now orbiting
independently and their
health is normal,” the
agency said.

“With this, ISRO has
now successfully demon-
strated all the capabilities
required for rendezvous,
docking and undocking
operations in a circular
orbit.”

It said that the in-orbit
performance of the docked
satellites was extensively
analysed and an imme-
diate opportunity was

Mission accomplished: On-board images of SpaDex undocking, 1SRO

found to be feasible from

March 10 to 25.
“All operations were
monitored through ground

stations located in Benga-
luru, Lucknow and Mauri-
tius. Having accomplished
this major milestone of un-
docking, further experi-
ments with satellites are
planned for the coming
days,” the ISRO said.

It further said that ex-
haustive ground simula-
tions and analysis were the
cornerstones of achieving
the undocking in the first
attempt itself. “Various
tests replicating on-orbit
conditions were meticu-
lously planned and carried
out in preparation for the
earliest opportunity for
undocking operations,” it
said.

On January 16, the ISRO
successfully executed the

Having accomplished
the undocking, more
experiments are
planned for coming
days, says ISRO

SpaDeX docking experi-
ment, making India the
fourth country after the
U.S., Russia and China to
achieve this historic feat.

The two satellites SDX01
(Chaser) and SDXO02 (Tar-
get), which were launched
by the PSLV C60 on De-
cember 30, were success-
fully docked on January 16.

Following this historic
feat, the space agency had
said that the undocking
would be carried out in the
coming days.

The SpaDeX mission is
an important project by
the ISRO. It is designed to

develop and demonstrate
the technology needed for
spacecraft  rendezvous,
docking and undocking us-
ing two small satellites.

Objectives of mission
The demonstration of this
technology is essential for
futuristic missions such as
sending an Indian astro-
naut to the moon, return-
ing samples from the
moon, and building and
operation of an Indian
Space Station.

The other objectives of
the SpaDex mission in-
clude demonstration of the
transfer of electric power
between the docked space-
craft, which is essential for
future applications, such
as in-space robotics, com-
posite spacecraft control
and payload operations af-
ter undocking.
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ISRO Successfully Undocks SpaDex Satellites | REE?I'%‘] daqi® &I
¢l Jedeoll® R S5 26 Id

* ISRO accomplished the undocking of two satellites from the Space Docking Experiment
(SpaDex) mission.

E"Hﬁ 3-1%‘13';}[' STfehal SATaT (SpaDex) A2 & dgd & 39l {-Ilhoidlqclch

* The docking of these satellites was earlier conducted on January 16, 2024.

o7 3UAURT T SHT STY Ugal 16 STeladl 2024 T fhaT IT M|

* India became the fourth country to achieve satellite docking and undocking after the
U.S., Russia, and China.
3R, TH}ﬁTEﬁH%dIC\ IR AT U §oT [T 39T & SifehaT 3R
TSR 3T Hheldgdesh 0 fehar|




Details of the Undocking Operation |  STPEIT © TEE § Sd 3BIER

* The undocking took place in a 460 km circular orbit with a 45-degree inclination.
ST 460 N $1 TAFR FET F 45 2o ST & AT E

* The ogeration was conducted at 9:20 a.m.

g TR g 9:20 o fohar arm|

* Satellites are now orbiting independently, and their health status is normal.

3UdE 39 Tadd &9 T IRPAT N | ¢ IR 3 Bafad g gl

* Extensive ground simulations and analyse§ ensured the success of the first attempt.
qEl &7 T H Foheldl FlARIT el & TIT eaver STl FaRe 3R
faeervor fopw arv|




. Importance of the SpaDex Mission | j 9H¥S 3EIC® Sd Eg

* SpaDex aims to develop technology for spacecraft rendezvous, docking, and
undocking.

TUT-SFE TN T 36620 TANET AT sl Hellehid, Siiehdl 3 3SR & foIT
dehoiler TAhfdd LT gl

* It will support futuristic missions such as sending Indian astronauts to the Moon and
Mars.

Ig ATTST o AT FT FAYT FM, o8 6 ARG IARET AT pF AGHAT
I AT 9T AT

* The mission also focuses on in-space robotics and composite spacecraft control.

Tg TRy 3aler & Qeifesw 3R AET 3aRer I [A3gor @ i Figa g




4. Future Experiments Planned | F&IT SSsUHTE AR ST

* Following the successful undocking, ISRO plans further satellite

experiments in the coming days. o
el 3AS{hdl & dIg, ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ{ 393G
TN T ASTAT T TET ¢

* New tests will focus on enhancing docking and undocking
mechanisms for future space missions.

AT OETT AT & SraRET R & R SR 3R
37eTSITohaT dF Pl dga¥ Sellel UX higd @idll




Economic Aspects | © %pod EURIA

* Advanced space docking technology can boost India's commercial
space sector.

Soold AT SITehdT ddhellh AR & dlf0lfedeh ARl &F &l
Jordr ¢ gahdl gl

* It can attract international collaborations and investments in ISRO’s

prOJECtS
I IRATSTATIHT H ARSI TgII9T AR a9 &r

d Y GohdT B




Social Aspects | ¢ FIFE S TURIA

* The mission inspires young scientists and engineers in India's space
sector.

Ig AR 9RA & 3(aRer &7 & Jar dafae 3R SR
afrtrﬁ?rm%l

* It demonstrates India's growing capability in complex space
operatlons

gs Sifcer 3aieT AfRAAET H HART T dadr &7 T & g2lid
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‘Starlink services may cost up to 14x of telcos’
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‘Starlink services may cost up to 14x of telcos’

Vallari Sanzgiri
MUMBAI

While collaborations bet-
ween Elon Musk’s SpaceX
and Indian telcos Bharti
Airtel and Jio has concre-
tised Starlink’s entry into
the Indian market, analyst
reports said the satcom
service will struggle to
compete with existing
broadband providers on
pricing.

Bernstein, in a report,
said Starlink’s pricing may
be too steep for a cost-con-
scious country like India.
For example, while Jio and
Airtel offer annual corpo-
rate Internet tariff plans
ranging from 310,898 to
%15,146 for 100-200 Mbps,
Starlink’s annual plan for
50200 Mbps will cost
32,15,600 .

“Based on current ex-

pectations, Starlink’s price
is 10-14 times higher than
India’s major broadband
providers. The price is ve-
ry high for developing
countries like India, espe-
cially for the target rural
market. Unless, Indian go-
vernment offers subsidies
to LEO players, Starlink
may struggle to compete
with more affordable alter-
natives available in the
country,” said Bernstein.
BN

In terms of Asia market,
Starlink pricing is at 9-175%
premium over local broad-
band operators, excluding
higher upfront costs for
Starlink, said Bernstein.
This can lead to scalability
issues as the target market
is largely rural. India par-
ticularly reports the lowest
data costs in the world.

Lowered prices

It may be noted when Star-
link launched services in
developing countries of
Africa, it lowered prices to
$10 in Kenya, to $50 in Es-
watini on a monthly basis.
However, this is still nowh-
ere as low as the monthly
plans offered by Airtel/Jio,
starting from $4.6-5.

BofA Global Research
pointed out while Starlink
can offer speeds up to 200-
250 Mbps, over time ca-

pacity could be an issue
considering limited num-
ber of satellites hovering
over India.

“This may limit the tar-
get home market in near-
term. Unless pricing is
clear, it is difficult to un-
derstand the unit econom-
ics for this business. Cur-
rentlyy, we  consider
satellite broadband offer-
ing to be niche as we note
5G and FWA penetration is
strong in India,” it said.

D2C initiatives
In February, Starlink en-
tered into a similar part-
nership with T-Mobile in
the U.S. and offered a beta
take-off that allowed users
to experience free satellite-
to-mobile connectivity.
Users of other telco cus-
tomers like Verizon and
AT&T can also experience

the beta service that allows
free text-messaging.

Going forward, the test-
ing will include picture
messaging, data services
and voice calling.

Once the service is
launched in July, it will be
available for $20 per
month per line, although
the service will be includ-
ed at no extra cost on T-
Mobile’s Go5G Next plan.
Customers on other plans
can add the service for $15.

Meanwhile, under the
partnership, Bharti Airtel
and Jio will provide Star-
link equipment at retail
outlets and help with mar-
keting and distribution.

However, Starlink still
has to get licences from the
government on its own to
provide Internet access.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

— |
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LICENCE TO SERVE - 50-200 Mbps broadband connec
Starlink: Upfront | Airtel and Jio:
The move alleviates OneWeb and 352,242 and Plans cost between

telcos' key concern that Jio-SES have 210,469 monthly = %11,000 and
global satcom players regulatory nod, | 215,000 annually
might eat into their Starlink and

urban market share Kuiper are awaiting

approvals

Currently, Eutelsat b T S

OneWeb, Jio-SES, 1563'1'“'( S]-[)LI';CIng =
Starlink and Amazon to

Kuiper are vying to times higher than leading
provide satellite Internet = broadband providers




1. Starlink's Pricing Challenge in India | ¥l Y5 JEPREE ST SECIAS 6 REACE

 Starlink’s annual plans for 50-200 Mbps are priced at X2,15,600, compared to Jio and
Airtel’s X10,898-X15,146 for 100-200 Mbps.
FeRToleh &I 50-200 Mbps &I alf¥er ATSTAT X2,15,600 H 3UIsH &, SIafeh Tordm
3R TEee Hr 100-200 Mbps TTST=IT 10,898-315,146 T &

* This makes Starlink 10-14 times more expensive than India’s leading broadband
providers. oo ’ .
5 TERfeld WRT & JHT SI5ds FeTdisil @ delel H 10-14 =T 3i{AF
HgIT &I AT &l

* Unless the Indian government offers subsidies, Stg\rjink may struggle to compete.
S doh HARAT TIHR Hiedal oal cal, %CI(IH%?%’UQ%WW@%

glaT|




2. Comparison with Other Markets | ? Y (e deeiss edo &ETd

 In Africa, Starllnk lowered prices to $10/month in Kenya and $50/month in Eswatini.

IR A, TeRfeleh oF &edl & $10/H8T 3R TEaIeaT & $50/HAET [eeh
JdT|

. Despite reductions, Starlink’s prices remain higher than Airtel/Jio’s monthly plans of
$4.6-5.
AT A FHldl & Jasfe, FERfdd $HI HAd TREA/ T & $4.6-5 AfAh
TS § 3% g

 Starlink charges a 9-175% premium over local broadband providers in Asia.

Uﬂﬂ@;? TeToleh &l Fm?hwa@égmeﬁa?rmﬁMB%
|




3. Scalability and Market Constraints | WSkBIPRIsE T ¥ [de-d¥l S& dPPr-Idk
 Starlink’s services are primarily aimed at rural areas, where affordability is key.

FeRTelsh HT AT FAET T F AHOT &3 F AT §, STaT qod
IS gl

* India has the lowest data costs in the world, making competition tough for
Starlink.
AT H AT # 98 A 3T dFd &, FHd Terfds & v giaege
hideT &I Sllcl g

* Limited satellite coverage over India may also pose capacity constraints.
W%sws ha¥el T AT Suctstrar & ot eTAar Faell AT 8
Hhdl gl




4. Starlink’s Partnerships and Expansion Plans | a W 's' ®
¢ & gREId> ¥4 o A © B

* In February, Starlink partnered with T-Mobile in the U.S. for
satellite-to- moblle connectivity.

TRl H, TERfdS A 3ARST # q-AlTST & 1Y Addge-g-
ST FATFAET F [T TRERT |

* Users of Verizon and AT&T can experience free text-messaging in
the beta phase.

IR 3R T U3 & & IuYETehdl el w1 H JFd T
:ﬁ@ﬁm?ﬁrmﬁﬁq Y dohd g




* Once launched in July, the service will cost $20/month per line, with
an add-on option for $15.

STells H dled gl I, Jg |ar gfad agaT $20/581 r graf,
IR 3T A3t 7 3@ $15 & Sier 57 el

* In India, Bharti Airtel and Jio will support Starlink’s retail
distribution and marketing.

AR H, AR TR AR Tl Ferfole & ger faeror 3
fAuuT &1 gAYT HET




5. Regulatory Hurdles for Starlink in India | shefle Tl EPHIS SSHIS

 Starlink still requires government approval to offer internet access
in India.

ECRTeleh &l AR H IcTeic HAT YT el o Tolw 3730 &Y
LHRT HQT T 3MGIhT B

* Without regulatory clearance, Starlink cannot compete with
established telecom providers.

f9ar s A &, FeRfde AT TR YeTdi3il &
Iy gfaEae’ &l ¢ GehdTl
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AMID WAR OF WORDS OVER LANGUAGE, DELIMITATION

TN govt replaces rupee symbol with Tamil
letter in state budget logo, draws Centre ire

As DMK defends move, Sitharaman slams ‘mindset that
weakens Indian unity, promotes secessionist sentiments’

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, MARCH13

AMID ITS war of words with the
Centre over the three-language
policy under the National
Education Policy, the DMK-led
Tamil Nadu government
Thursday dropped the
Devanagari rupee symbol and
replaced it with a Tamil letter in
its logo for the state Budget
2025-26, which will be tabled
Friday in the Assembly.

2024 LOGO
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The change in the TN Budget
logo, posted on X by state
BJP chief Annamalai. 11

This drew a sharp response
from the BJP with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
calling it a “completely avoidable
example of language and re-
gional chauvinism”. Targeting
the DMK, she said this “signals a
dangerous mindset that weak-
ens Indian unity and promotes
secessionist sentiments under
the pretence of regional pride”.

The logo, released by the of-
fice of Chief Minister M K Stalin,
which read ‘Ellorkkum Ellaam’

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Centre must focus on North’s progress
instead of threatening us: TN Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

WITH THE DMK raising the pitch
against the Centre over impend-
ing delimitation and the
National Education Policy (NEP),
party leader and Tamil Nadu
Minister for IT and

Digital Services ."6{

Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan indicated ‘m
there was no ques- “XCHANGE

P Thiaga Rajan, DMK
leader, TN Minister

tion of aclimbdown, pointing to
everything from devolution of
taxes to population mismatch
across states.

Speaking at The Indian
Express’s Idea Exchange session,
Thiaga Rajan, who was earlier
the Tamil Nadu Finance Minister,
said there were “increasing net
transfers from the rich states to
the poor states”. “And the gap
has kept on widening,” he said.
“When this government came to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



Tamil Nadu Government Replaces Rupee Symbol | ¢Rs"I® F&EEIB' =3}
SEEAESse® S ACHUT

* Tamil Nadu's 2025 26 state budget replaced the rupee syrpbol with
the Tamil letter ‘ru’ ((IH) from the word ‘Rubaai’ ((hIMTW), which
means rupee.

F@ﬂoﬂs 2025-26 & T dolc H T9Y o Ydieh Sl diAe

H&ﬂ?%(a@aaﬂﬁmwawl—dwé( 6RO
T arr & forgeT 3797 TU @xar 2




* The DMK government stated that this change highlights Tamil over
the Devanagari script.

g% (DMK) TRFR o Fgl foh Ig Scora didel i
¢TI T 9 HAgcd ¢ & forw foham arar g




Centre's Criticism of the Move | Sc& T 8IS HIS &% THT

* The BJP criticized the DMK government, calling the move ‘absurd’
and ‘undermining national unlty .
HTSTUT o GHh TP bl ATTAT I 8T SH HeH I

HEAOT 3R 'TUSET Tehdl I FASR Pl dlell’ SaTaT]

N N




Cultural and Linguistic Significance | EEHVE!FE' T UhEE WK

* DMK argues that the Tamil word ‘Rupaai’ has historical S|gn|f|cance,
deriving from Sanskrit ‘Rupya,” meaning wrought silver.

GHeh ol dch%*ﬁ??-lﬁ?»r%l_q’ Tq1s’ Vg &9 § Hgcaqor
g, ol HEPd & T (Tiar & e & o= = g

* Several countries, including Sri Lanka, Maldives, Indonesia, and
Maurltlus use derivatives of ‘Rupee’ as their currency name.

AolerT, ATIAT, SSTAAT 3R ANRE Q@Eh_éé%ﬁ:ﬁr ST’
mmﬂsw&wam T 3UINET JoTehl HAGT & FT H fohdT ST

gl




Holika Dahan and Holi: origin legends and cultural significance

YASHEE
NEW DELHI. MARCH 13

ASTHE sunset on Thursday, many bonfires
were lit across North India, with people
gathered around, throwing green gram,
wheat, or sesame seeds into the fire.

The fire symbolises many
things — the triumph of good
over evil, the end of winter
and the advent of spring, and

l CULTURE i

The burning of Holika

Holika was the sister of the asura king
Hiranyakashyap (or Hiranyakashipu).
Hiranyakashyap was powerful and arro-
gant, and demanded that his subjects wor-
ship himas god.

However, his own son, Prahlad, was a
devotee of Vishnu, as the king's wife
Kayadhu had lived for some
time at the sage Narada's
ashram with Prahlad.

Hiranyakashyap disliked

the incineration of inner faults
for a purified and rejuvenated self.

Holika Dahan, as the bonfire is called,
will be followed by Holi on Friday, the full
moon nightof the Hindu month of Phalgun,

Why is Holi celebrated?

Many Indians are familiar with the leg-
end of Holika and Prahlad, and the
Narasimha avatar of Vishnu. But other be-
liefs are also associated with the festival
and its origins.

Lord Vishnu, who had killed
his brother Hiranyakasha in his third avatar
as Varaha, the boar. So, when Prahlad re-
fused to give up the worship of Vishnu,
Hiranyakashyap decided to have him killed.

He tried many ways, including throw-
ing Prahlad off a cliff and having him tram-
pled by elephants, but the boy was saved by
the Lord every time,

Finally, Hiranyakashyap's sister, Holika,
stepped in. She had a boon — fire could not

harm her. So, she walked into flames with
Prahlad, However, thanks to his devation,
Prahlad was saved, and Holika was bumt to
ashes instead.

Holika Dahan, or the burning of Holika,
recreates this fire, and seeks to spread the
message that devotion to the Lord can guard
against powerful and magical adversaries.

Hiranyakashyap subsequently decided
to kill Prahlad himself, The demon king had
a boon from Lord Brahma - he could be
killed by neither man nor animal, neither
during the day nor night, neither by shastra
{aconventional weapon) nor astra {weapon
released through mantras), neither indoors
nor outdoors.

To get past these protections, Vishnu
took the form of Narasimha, half-man and
half-lion, and killed Hiranyakashyap at dusk
onthedoorstep of his palace, using his claws.

Krishna, spring, Kamdev
The festival of Holi is celebrated on the

Narasimha and Hiranyakashyap, 18th
century painting. Wikimedia Connnons

day after Holika Dahan. Holi too, is linked
with Vishnu — in his Krishna avarar.

“Holi celebrates the armival of spring. Lord
Krnishna in Virindavan played with colours to
mark the end of winter and the arrival of
spring the season of bounty and new begin-
nings,” Jitamitra Das, a senior preacher at the
ISKCON temple in New Delhi's East of

Kailash, told The Indian Express.

Infact, itis possible that various ancient
harvest festivals and events celebrating the
arrival of spring { Vasantotsav), eventually
came under the umbrella of Holi. Research
has found the word ‘holak' in the
Parishishtas (addenda) of the Atharva Veeda,
indicating its antiquity. ("The Indian Spring
Festival (Vasantotsava): One or Many?',
Leona Andersan, Annals of the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute, 1988)

Vasantotsav and the ritual bonfire are
also linked with Kamdev, the Hindu god of
love. According to this legend, after the
death of Sati, Lord Shiva retreated to the
mountains to meditate. To make him retum
to the world and marry Parvati, Kamdev
disturbed his meditation,

Afurious Shiva opened his third eye and
destroyed Kamdev. When his wife, Rati,
begged for forgiveness, Shiva gave her a
boon that Kamdev would live on in the
ananga (bodyless) form, and be born as

Pradyumna, the son of Krishna and Rukmini.

The celebration of love, desire, and cre-
ation linked to Kamdev (or Madan) has be-
come associated with Krishna too. In fact, one
of the many names of Krishna is Madangopal.

The significance of colour

In secular literature, one of the earfiest
detailed descriptions of Holi appears in the
Sanskrit play Ratnavali, attributed to
Harshavardhana, the king of Kannauj (r.
606-647 CE),

Holi is also believed to be the first day of
the new year in the Samvatsar, or the Vedic
calendar{different from the Vikram Samwvat,
the commonly used Hindu calendar). Thus,
Holika Dahan signifies the end of the old
year — and the celebration of Holi wel-
comes the new.

The significance of throwing colour on
each other is to celebrate, as a community,
the arrival of a new, fruitful season, and to
collectively enjoy the bounties of nature,



Significance of Holika Dahan and Holi | SIS d U > ¥ Ugkle $9 W0IZ
* Holika Dahan, the ritual bonfire, symbolizes the victory of good over evil.

gifciaT EgeT, SY Ueh URURe 319eT 31TS0NT &, W W DS fi
S &1 g > >

* It marks the transition from winter to spring and the purification of the
soul.

g TSI A I8 & AMMHT 3R AT S efS FT Hhd ol g

* The festival of Holi is celebrated the next day, on the full moon night of
Phalguna month.

Blell &l AIBR 37Tl f&eT Brodled AT T GIUTAT I HAAT ST &




The Legend of Holika and Prahlad | URHIS 9 Usz & § &5 @d

* Holika was the sister of the demon king Hiranyakashyap, who
demanded to be worshlpped as a

HAIGEIRAGE RS IR IECLED %?a%?rr?—ﬁ fS9e TaT i
AT ATART ol STt ﬁ HTIT T}

* His son Prahlad, a devotee of Vishnu, refused to worship him.

3ach UT Ygdllc, SIT HITaTeT fasoy & oed g, o 3eTehl Yol
T & SIhR o fe=m|




* Hiranyakashyap tri(ed multiple times to ki\II Prahlad but failed.
0TI o F3 IR Uedlg ol AR &l 9T [har, offehed
FT%T LET|

* Holika, who had a boon that fire could not burn her, sat in flames with

Prahlad.
RIAT T GG SICd o7 B 3 3¢ o w8 Fed, SwiT ag

YEollG Pl ol AT H &G TS|

* Due to Prahlad’s devotion, Vishnu protected him, and Holika was burnt
instead.

YEelle, T HiFd & HROT faso] & IAHr T &, 3R gifciehr e
HEA g 913



Narasimha Avatar and Hiranyakashyap’s Death | STRIGI? I H 5 ¥ S0RILS $ € Sd 3

* Hiranyakashyap obtained a boon that he could not be killed by man or animal, day or

night, indoors or outdoors.
feXuTheTY I G UIod AT foh g o AT GdRT ART ST Hehel &,

STeTeR EaRT, o ot &, o T &, 7 = F e, o |
* To bypass this boon, Vishnu took the form of Narasimha (half-man, half-lion).

3 aell I fasthel #¥a & fav fasor & sR{Ag (3MeT HoJsw, 3menm f8g) &
T YROT fHaT|

* He killed Hiranyakashyap at twilight, on the doorstep, using his claws.
3egled AT ALY, X &l di@e W, mﬁmﬂg@m%mwaﬂﬁml

o



Krishna, Vasantotsav, and Kamdev Connection | M 0 dc kA A> W
S HcHS de W
* Holi is linked to Lord Krishna, who played with colors in Vrindavan.

Blell &1 HEY $9TATT HS0T A g, Toleglal darael H W q Welll

* The festival also aligns with ancient harvest celebrations like
Vasantotsav.

g IR IRl BHA 3c8d oY addicda & & e g3 gl




* Holi is associated with Kamdeyv, the god of love, who was burnt by
Lord Shiva’s wrath.

glell &l HIY 9H o cddl hiAcd O T 8§, e HIaT R¥9
o ShIYT o SToll f&IAT AT| Shiva later granted him a rebirth as
‘Ana ga (formless

AT (AEE &) & T A Tololed

Cl'{d\IO'I



The Significance of Colors in Holi | VS &SI S8 CLCV
 Holi represents the transition to a new, prosperous season.

glell Ueh 51T, HHAGY HIFH & HEHA &1 Yclleh gl

* One of the earliest references to Holi is found in the Sanskrit play
‘Ratnavali’ by King Harsha (606-647 CE). ‘
glell T FIY AT 3ol TR oich TeaATgell’ H Al &,
oY TS g¥a¥aT (606-647 &) & for@r |

* Throwing colors symbolizes joy, renewal, and social harmony.

LT Woldl 31106, AdiaepuT 3R iAo Figlic, &l Jdle gl




Six companies exit global 500 M-cap club .

Stock market sell-off erodes market cap for 6 firms... ...hurting top-5 firms' global ranking by m-cap too
» Mcap (Sep 2024) = Mcap (Mar 2025) (in $ bn) | = Sep 2024 wMar 2025 (in $ bn) @ Global rank
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Source: Bloomberg Compiled by Kishor Kadam




IAN KING
March 13

SHARES OF INTEL jumped the
most in fiveyears afterthe company
named Lip-Bu Tan as its next chief
executive officer, entrusting a for-
mer board member and semicon-
ductor veteran with one of the
toughest jobs in the chip industry.

Tan, 65, will assume the role on
March 18, the company said in a
statement Wednesday. He will
rejoin the board as well after step-
ping down in August 2024.

Tan,the formerhead of Cadence
Design Systems, is tasked with
restoring the fortunes of a pioneer-
ing chipmaker that’s become an
industrylaggard.Intel,which dom-
inated the semiconductor field for
decades, is struggling with market-
share losses, manufacturing set-
backs and a precipitous decline in
itsearnings.It’salso burdened with
debtand recentlyhad to slash about
' 15,000jobs.

Lip-Bu Tan, 65, will assume the
role on March 18

Theannouncement stoked opti-
mism from investors, who sent the
stockupas muchas 19% aftermar-
kets opened in New York on Thurs-
day, its biggest intraday gain since
March 2020.Bank of America Corp.
analystsalsoupgraded the shares to
“neutral” after the announcement,
citing Tan’s “solid track record.”
Prior to Wednesday’s announce-

Intel names Lip-BuTan as CEO

ment, the stock had declined more
than 50% over the past 12 months
as the company’s future became
increasingly murky.

In a memo to Intel employees,
Tan said he’s confident he can turn
the business around.

“That’s not tosayitwill be easy.It
won’t be,” he said.“But I am joining
because I believe with every fiber of
my being that we have what it takes
to win. Intel plays an essential role
in the technology ecosystem, both
in the USand around the world”

Tan’s predecessor, Pat Gelsinger,
was pushed out by the board fora
perceived failure to rejuvenate
Intel’s product lineup. One of the
most glaring challenges: creating
anartificial intelligence accelerator
chip that can rival the products of
Nvidia. That company, once in
Intel’s shadow, has seen its revenue
and valuation skyrocket over the
past two years due to the AI com-
puting boom.

—BLOOMBERG



Industry
Founded

Founders

Headquarters

Area served
Key people

Revenue

Operating income
Net income
Total assets
Total equity

Number of
employees

Subsidiaries

Semiconductors

July 18, 1968; 56 years
ago
Gordon Moore

Robert Noyce
Arthur Rock

Santa Clara, California,
U.S.

o 37°23"16"N
121°57'49"W
Worldwide

Lip-Bu Tan (CEO)
Frank D. Yeary
(chairman)

David Zinsner (CFO)
MJ Holthaus (co-CEO -
products)

V¥ US$53.1 billion (2024)

¥ -US$11.7 billion
(2024)

v -US$19.2 billion
(2024)

4 US$196.5 billion
(2024)

¥ US$105 billion (2024)
108,900 (2024)

Mobileye (94.2%)
Intel Ireland



NEW HANDSET, WITH A STARTING PRICE OF $599, REPLACES IPHONE SE

IPhone 16eis held back
by its premium price

VLAD SAVOV
March 13

WITH A STARTING price of
$599, Apple’s iPhone 16e is
hardly abudget phone.

This new handset replaces
the $429 iPhone SE as the
cheapest phone in Apple’s
lineup. And while it brings
many of the iPhone 16’s fea-
tures and enhancements,
including Apple Intelligence
and a programmable Action
button, it cutsbackon camera
capabilities, display quality
and otherareas, Soit’s neither
cheap nor a full-fat iPhone.
Who is it for?

People like me, perhaps.
I've lived outside the Apple
bubble for years now, opting
for Android-powered devices
offering better cameras and
specs for the money.

But I have many US friends
whose digital lives depend on
iMessage, and I look on with
envy at the ubiquity of Face ID
and the company’s unrivaled
selection of third-party apps.

The “it just works” quality

prp——

REVIEWING NEW SET OF APPLE

m Priced at $429,

iPhone SE was the

cheapest phone in

Apple's lineup

m As per IDC data , Apple

is asking more than

double the average
selling price from other
brands

m iphone 16e brings many
features and enhancements
of iPhone 16, including
Apple Intelligence

®m Brands like Oppo's
OnePlus, Poco are
bringing a mix of high
specs, fresh designs and
rock-bottom prices

® However, the
handset cuts back on
camera capabilities,
display quality and
other areas

m The 16e also marks
the debut of Apple's
in-house wireless
modem

m It replaces wireless
modem from
Qualcomm

m A lite version at a
palatable price could
be appealing for
Android users

® In growing markets
like India, price
sensitivity could also
see the 16e emerge as
the favoured option in
Apple's lineup

m Apple has decided to
pull up the drawbridge
and underline the idea
that all of its products
are premium



Lie-Detector Test (Polygraph Test)



* The Mumbai Police’s Economic Offences Wing (EOW) conducted
a polygraph test of the prime accused in the New India Cooperative
Bank’s fraud case.

What is the Polygraph Test?
* The Polygraph Test is commonly known as a lie detector test.



* It is based on the assumption that physiological
responses (heartbeat, changes in breathing, sweating, etc.) triggered
when a person is lying are different from what they would be
otherwise.

* Instruments like cardio-cuffs or sensitive electrodes are attached to
the person, and variables such as blood pressure, pulse, blood flow,
etc., are measured as questions are put to them.

* A numerical value is assigned to each response to conclude whether
the person is telling the truth, is deceiving, or is uncertain.



Do polygraphs detect lies?

Polygraph or “lie detector” exams continue to be used by law enforcement and government
agencies for various screenings even though most criminal courts ban polygraph evidence.

How reliable? - What a polygraph : How it works

Supporters claim  measures Sensors measure body changes as
an 85-95 percent ~ + Body movements ) subject answers yes-no questions;
accuracy rate + Breathing (diaphragm) ‘ data recorded on computer
Critics say thereis | . Breathing (chest) © Blood pressure cuff records
not enough scientific | . perspiration pulse, blood pressure

evidence to say

whether it detects bgg';e 5 © Rubber tubes placed
lies or not pressure over chest and

abdomen record
breathing

© Two metal
plates
attached to

fingers
3
‘A record
af\®
sweating
© 2013 MCT
Source: World Book
Science and
Invention
E pedia,
Amencan Polygraph
Association, federal
polygraphers

Graphic: Melina
Yingling, Judy Treible




* In ‘Selvi & Ors vs State of Karnataka & Anr’ (2010) the Supreme
Court said, that the results of the tests cannot be considered to
be “confessions”.

* However, any information or material subsequently discovered with
the help of such a voluntarily-taken test can be admitted as evidence.



from the session




India recently became the fourth country to achieve satellite docking
and undocking after which nations?

FHC SFIUTHWH T ULSTHWH S FH 0 IcE W FoES T IRHT
GHAE (SECEFNERNEF GFF ¢ FEaW S HaS W
SESUN

‘SIS A

* A. U.S., Russia, China /R GRS A1 v ¢0 Q@
B. U.K., France, Germany / TS & B0 = TN &
C. Japan, Israel, South Korea /= e [ TUR=I0 S& Y § TR
D. Brazil, Canada, Australia / £ '@'I'IZI 's' Sardo a EI'?J?



What was the altitude and inclination at which ISRO conducted the
undocking operation of SpaDex satellites?

TECHRFY TFF CTIRE ST/ H TG TEXT T UCHHEY
s&

* A. 400 km, 30-degree inclination
B. 460 km, 45-degree inclination

C. 500 km, 50-degree inclination
D. 600 km, 60-degree inclination



What is the main objective of the SpaDex mission?
j FF WS TICRT &T$ T dUM

* A. To improve remote sensing technology / BRI T &YW ¢S @ Tid
gHHS W T - 77
B. To develop spacecraft rendezvous, docking, and undocking
technology / @ ¥%lc: IdP® SEERIE FITWH T URSTHWFX

cST® ’53' Teswsd
C.To launch’ reusable satellite systems / CHRTIH TH &EIU
s aarg?,ra SEed
D. To test interplanetary travel techniques / 2 oo Ul WTB‘ v E‘ A
gattem{ S Wd



Why is Starlink struggling to compete in the Indian market?
a dPud WW’!Fj RGE U EdSE UHIUTH

* A. It has slow internet speeds compared to Jio and Airtel /1-_63 ®
F'FEFEJ & T aAh USTAUH S oot dUIdN e U
B. Its pricing is 10-14 times higher than local broadband providers /
TGS w3 &ic f TAEHLUF scbF T ool dEFHRED U Hd
R 3! S URT
C. It lacks government approval for operations / e EdHT 33'@'3‘

G TS e skl TS Vel & U
D.BothBandC/0&F UEECHNA



In which country did Starlink reduce its prices to $10/month to attract
users?

FGCCE T FUY SHETAS oW TF S TF S WESHAT
? F“@'S' WWE‘E‘J 13K
* A. India / shEle
B. Kenya /3?3'
C. Thailand / S&E W
D. Indonesia / ¥ N Ad



What major change did Tamil Nadu’s government make in its 2025-26
budget?

00000000

%’W

* A. Introduced new taxes on IT companies /® Es 6335"5 IS 3' 3‘ 3
JU B
B. Replaced the rupee symbol with the Tamil letter * ’ @) | EEAES
se® EE;FWQ (AN WEEIO?I’!E?E’
C. Implemented a Tamil-only official language policy / EEEI' [2c.CEl 's' A
S RS IS $hEdSST T !EI&’TETEE ad
D. Declared Tamil Nadu a ‘Digital Economy Hub’ / 56RIS ?&f 2]
YFF oy R of Af WW?E‘«%W



What was the Centre’s reaction to Tamil Nadu’s rupee symbol change?
TS F A FOTETETs o CoB SUTICTUBNEUSH W HS &

MA AN N

s %X dd% qoe

* A. It supported the move / ¥¢ S SFg ScHS d¢ Wy & Id
B. It called the move ‘absurd’ and agalnst national unity’ /1—‘63‘
WEE’W& 13} EIH'EIE'B' cadss® ddl '’ S U
C. It proposed a nationwide adoption of the Tamil rupee symbol /
TG © R ITAESSe® S 23 )N R NRIR ] dsb T HFad
D. It remained neutral /Fc{“'&'@f Te R F‘W



What does Holika Dahan symbolize in Indian tradition?

FHCH T TCEES ISUS F 33 dso® UN

* A. Victory of evil over good / IZIEE' E'EI'Q TES G
B. Victory of good over evil / ? TE E'EI'IZIEE' SEr e
C. Harvest season celebration / [ EEI' &S 3’? ds «E
D. Transition from monsoon to winter / z%lav EEEE‘ c III33'III Oil'ail'?; d

se®



What is the main principle behind a polygraph (lie-detector) test?
EOED FKACSATHGEC R ST T HF T IO

* A. Detecting changes in voice tone /® &l S5 HBIACUDB S A
Eg AT o ) X
B. Measuring physiological responses like heartbeat and sweating /
SCATH T UECH do UL TS sH% UJE: ® AAETd
C. Scanning brain activity to detect lies / T F RE 2 SANEF
SUTHAES v d
D. Using Al to analyze verbal responses / CHE S ETUE a®IB Y
SWESHMST S TS ACTIAHA S W d



What did the Supreme Court rule in the ‘Selvi vs. State of Karnataka’
(2010) case regarding lie-detector tests?

TF FISTS SHS U FORTRRIERITE WIS FEF HES AT
wmas%irsrc q0E TIF A

* A. Lie-detector test results are legally valid as confessions / © %I‘E'E' A° S

AKX & STTH FIS FWeT T H ® FFN

B. Lie-detector test results cannot be consﬂered as confessions /C @
TS ACIHRTIC & TST W El?-l'g b ® R SUpNdP drdes od
C. Lie-detector tests are banned in India / shekle iy %I'E'E-‘I H‘W

o { ST s ¥V URJ

D. Lie-detector tests are mandatory for criminal investigations /

S TUMS THIAD TS ATSHE o {  FIAITPH



Word of the day

Petty:
inferior in rank or status; small and of little
importance; contemptibly narrow in outlook

Synonyms: fiddling, little, trivial, small-
minded

Usa €. His petty comments cost him his
friendship.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pettypro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /pet.i/, [per.i]




CURRENT COMPLETE

\FFAIR! GK/GS
‘wowms > . COURSE

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir

@COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) e
CURRENT AFFAIRS | @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) \ @HISTORY

. @SPOLITY
" -
360 DEGREE EXAMS COVERED \ > " @GEOGRAPHY

onal 3 Y | @ECONOMICS
(%"‘"’I 2750,} /\\ \\ @SCIENCE

I l

CLASS24 __[F959/- T750/-
"-
USECODE-B25 CALL FOR SUPPORT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE - B25




SELECTION BATCH

- 2 Year Program 0% OFF
- 700+ Hours Classroom Content  yjee codeSSC50 | 2129897-36499/-

- LIVE FROM CLASSROOM
- Bilingual

- TEST SERIES @ é ;}; @ g

- Classes by S P
India’s Best Teachers ; 5 | T R ¢, }% ’

\ @M cuss? @onss24 Wk /ﬁp

START YOUR /ounmsv A b e O e mk
70 succEsS NOW. Lu iU AL\ FOR SUPPORT- 7414862047




nank you




