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Who became the 18th World Chess Champion and the third Asian to achieve this feat?

i 189 AT Uaisr AT s 3N Ig U gMAd dad arel dreR
RIS 87
\_

| A.Viswanathan Anand / fa@aTde 3Teig
B. Ding Liren / f391 foReT

C. Gukesh / {],?QT

D. R. Praggnanandhaa / 3IX. Y3ATdTCGT




What was the key reason behind the Union Cabinet approving simultaneous
elections for Lok Sabha and State Assemblies?

leh T AR T AU=HHI3T & fIT T Ay Al i HJl e &

WS halTd ATIASS A& HRUT 4T UT?

A. Reducing election costs / L GICECIEC] I HH HIeAT
B. Strengthening federalism / UEdIE &I HTcd hIedl

C. Enhancing voter turnout / AdSTdl AdCGId dclell
D. Avoiding political instability / TTeTafde FTEATAT @ I919



What is the length of India’s first Hyperloop test track, recently inaugurated in Chennai?

glel 81 H deols H 3cHICs fhU T WA & Ugel FBUe URI&TUT S ol oiels
AT 87

A. 410 meters / 410 HIeT
B. 500 meters / 500 HIeI
C. 600 meters / 600 HIeI

D. 1 kilometer / 1 ferel#H eI




What rank did IIT Delhi achieve in the QS World University Rankings: Sustainability
2025°

FIUH Jos gfaafadr IRrer: Fuxar 2025 7 3MS3msdY fEeell & Hie @
TATT gred Thar?

A. 1st in India and 171st globally / ARG H 9gdT 3 dRasw X 9 17141
B. 2nd in India and 202nd globally / HRd & Ry 3R dfRgsd T 9 202ar
C. 3rd in India and 234th globally / TRd & fHw 3R dRge Tax ¥ 234ar
D. 4th in India and 245th globally / ¥Rd & dlur 31X dRge TaT 9T 24541



* What is the focus of the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 19917
qoT ¥ (Taey yraener) sfafaasd, 1991 T &I 3¢ FAT 87
* A. Preventing the conversion of religious sites / i Tl & FITAIOT

I Ahedl

B. Promoting tourism in religious places / e TAAT A Tded Al
gerar T

C. Construction of new places of worship / dIT YT TIAT AT AT
C X

D. Enabling retrospective claims on sites / Tl W AT <Eal &
HETH dodlodl




Which state received national recognition for transparency in RTl implementation?

RERTE & FRIIT H GRERET & OT 5y I &1 TS Agar f&e?

A. Tamil Nadu / aﬁsrcng

B. Kerala / &l
C. Karnataka / elTesh

D. Maharashtra / A#gRRTSC




e What does PM2.5 e
impact?

gsvu«uuﬁ ATl @ 31Tk PM2.5 % HUP T HE

?

* A. Cardiovascular health / §¢d TAFLd
B. Respiratory systems / GE|

C. Child development / dTel
D. All of the above

re, exceeding WHO standard
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 What speeds are expected in the next phase of India’s Hyperloop
project?

ARG T FEITT IRIASTAT & 3Tl TOT H ahled & aTfd
3FAIG 872

* A. 200 km/h
B. 400 km/h
C. 600 km/h
D. 800 km/h




* With reference to air pollution in India, consider the following statements:

1.According to the Lancet Planet Health study, no region in India has air
pollution levels below the WHO's recommended standard for PM2.5.

2.The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM2.5 in India is set
at 5 pug/m?3, which is the same as the WHO's recommendation.

3.Air pollution in India is linked to approximately 1.5 million deaths annually due
to high levels of particulate matter.

4.The study found that every 10 pg/m? increase in PM2.5 levels raises the risk of
death due to any cause by 8.6%.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?
* (a) 1, 2, and 3 only

* (b) 1, 3, and 4 only

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2,3,and 4
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Charles Darwin, On the
Origin of Species

* “It is not the strongest of the
species that survive, nor the most
intelligent, but the one most
responsive to change.”
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can be used for award
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30 people drowned per
hour in 2021, says WHO
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Fractured bonds
along the border

Continued stir affect
movement of people,
goods into West Bengal
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BRISBANE BATTLE
India batters will look
to turn things around
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51 arrested
for violence in
Maharashtra

SAMBHAJINAGAR
At least 51 pecpie have been

of the Constitution, the pelice
=2l on Friday. 3 PAGE 2

NEW DELIE
Urson Health Minister 1.9,
Nadda toid the Lok Sabha on
Friday that the acded sugar in
Mestle baby products was in
compliance with Indian and
inclards as per the

centrist 3ty Francois Bayrou as
Prime Minister in an effort to

Previous govemment last
week. » PAGE 32

Cong. always chose power over
Constitution, says Rajnath Singh

Defence

Constitutional principles;

G

of

Defence Mirsster Rajnath

The Hindu Bureau
v DEL

aking a dig at peo-
’l‘ ple who Scarty a
copy of the Consti-

tution in_their pockess”,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday said that a

ular poll ¥~
had tried to appropriate
and hijack the making of
the C The Con.

ongress MP

the Lok Sabha in few Delhd on Friday. F1l

's NDA will never allow basic character of

Priyanka takes on PM in debut speech

NEW DELHE

Prime Minister Narendra

Speak after Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
opened the debate on the

“Glorious Journey of 75
Years of the Canatiention

ndia’, Ms. Vadra made
some sharp political
points.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE S

gress had always chosen
power rather than the Con-

s government
would never allow “the
baslc character of the Con-

stitution to be changed™.

Caste census proposal
Claiming that the BJP had
e

the Opposition, Mr. Singh

said they should offer clear
details of their proposal
“Come up with a blacprint
where it is clear
which caste will get how
much reservation. We have

ers onhe Congress
and other on par-
priipe e tha_they
would condu

tal clear which caste will

Sus if voted o power.
Mr. Singh said the Con-
gress never tolerated auto-
nomy of institutions and
instead tried to destroy
Constitutional  principles
and s
Claiming that the EJP
had “no objection” to a
X demanded
by the Op)
Singh sald they shouid off-
er clear thelr pro-
. “Come up with a
Dblueprint where it is crys-

o par-
os Teiermen that they
‘would conduct a caste cen-

gress never tolerated auto-
nomy of institutions and
instead tried to destroy
Constirutional  principles
and spiric.
He cited the @

of the Emergency, the e
missal of many State go-
vernments and the super-
cession of Supreme Court
Jjudges to charge the Con-

gress with violating Consti-
tutional principles.
mse days. 1 see that
Oppossition leaders
Keep, the' Constitution in
their

taking a dig at Leader of
the Opposition  Rahul
Gandhi who has been car-
rying et Constitution
e public ralics and events.

t some
Ieaders ho helped frame

Constitution have been
Gelborataly tenored. T
claimed that there were

parties say they would ensure that caste census is conducted if voted to power

many who were no part of

makdng the Constitution,

Opposition wants
HC judge removed
for ‘hate speech’

NEW DELHI

A six-member delegation of
Opposition MPs in Rajya

citement to communal dis-

~ in violation of

the Constitution.
The

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibat
speaks after submitting an
Impeachment motion agamst

led by in-
dependent MP Kapil Sibal
included Congresss Vivek
a and jjay Singh.
CPIOs John Brittas, RS
Manoj K. jha and Trina-
Congress's

Gokhale.
The motion has been
signed by S5 Opposition

MPs across

Engaged in “hate speech”

Veer Savar-
I:ar. Bhagat singh, Madan
Mohan Malviya and Lala
Lajpat Rai.

He said that many “ma-

move was

ompted by Justic
flav's remarks about Mus.
lims at an event organised

¥
Constitution of Hindustan
Free State’ to share their
ideas for the Constitution
thie lhev felt India should
after its
Ind.epende
Defence Minister
said what they had called
for ensuring citizens® reli-
us freedom and sa
that the State must be secu-
lar.

The Congress, however,
had dubbed them as
communal.

senlor BJP leader al-
so recalled a series of in-
stances from

ame:
Constitution.

Jjudice against them:
entered into ~public debate
or expressed his views in
public on political matters
relating to Uniform Civil
Code in violation of the
Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life - 1997~

tion states that

encompasses ac
“undermine judicial ethics,

Kurnar Yadan.

impartiality and public
trust in the judiciary”
Justice Yadav's conduct,
the Opposition stated, was
in contravention of the di-
rective  principles  en-
shrined in Article 51 A(e) of
the Constitution of in
which mandate promoting
harmony and renouncing
practices derogatory to the
ignity of Indwviduals. The
use of prejudicial language
against Muslims, the peti-
eopardises the

protec
tor of rights for all cit-
zens™.

They have urged Rajya
Sabha Chairman jagdeep
Dhankhar to admit the mo-
and also soughe an tnquiry

his condu view of al.

t in
leged v Violation of ~pudicial
ethics™.

At a VHP function, Jus-
tice Yadav said the main
aim of a uniform civil code

m.
A day later, \-mm; e
Judge speaking on
tive s, Inciuding the
law working according to
the majority, were circulat-
ed widely on social media,
prompting strong  reac-
tons.

HC grants actor Allu Arjun bail for
four weeks within hours of arrest

Maryi Ramu
HYDERABAD

1n a day of dramatic deve-
actor_of

Arjun
ured interim bail Zor four
weeks from

High Court on Friday with-
in hours of Hyderabad Pol-

Legal tangte: Allu Arjun greets his fans in Hycerabad as he leaves 3

Rao, his con-

hospital where he was taken for medical check-up before arrest. AP

to murder (Sec-

the prison
es. The actor
should co-operate with
police officials investigat-
ing the case, the judge
sasa, granting bail also <o
d

tentions during the hear-
ing. which continued for
over an hour beyond regu-
lar conurt cloaing tine, 8l
the cannot be
Eranced bail as he was at
ready remanded in judscial
custody.
Ilawmr. the PP could
he Judge as

in the case earne
Public Prosecutor for
Home Palle

o
1o how the case aghins

actor attracted pmvmom
of culpable not

cm
*

based on her husband
Bhaskar's complaint.

“Actor had no intention”
While the actor was picked
up fror and pre-
sented before. magistiate
‘who remanded him in jud-
icial custody for 14 days,
his counsel S Nlran).-n
Reddy moved a lunch m

ton for interim bail in lhe
High

Court.

The senior counsel con-

tended that Section 105 of

BNS cannot be applied in

ince the actor

had no intention to cause
death of any person.

Sri Lankan President to begin his
three-day visit to India tomorrow

coLoMBo

sri Lankan President Anu-
Dissanayake
will_visit India_from De-
cember 15 to 17,
reign Ministries of the two
countries said on Friday,
announcing his first state
visit abroad since he won
 in Septem-
Dot and his party swept the
PRl s s Ny
eral electios
During his visit to New
Delhi, Mr. Dissanayake will

Future focus: Extermal Affars Minister S. Jashankar with President

New Delhi almed at “pro-
and

Anura Kumara Dissanayake in New Dethi in February. FILE FHOTO

tary election and amid his

meet
Murmu and hold bilateral
with Prime Mi-

and Eroadcasting Minister
on Fri-

e

the death , 39,

who went to Sandhya

theatre to watch film Push-
2, a

wini
da, said the has
“no respect e the creative
industry~, and that the ar-
rest of actor Allu Arjun
proved it yet again. He sal

it was a clear case of poor
arrangements by the State
and local

nister Narendra Modi and
~and other Indian dignitar-
fes on a range of issues of
murual interest~, Sri Lan-
ka' Ministry of Forelgn .\f

moting
commercial M 's bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka™
and later, travel to Bodh
Gaya, according to a state-
ment issued by the Minis-
try of External Affairs.

fairs said in
¥ri

President Dissanayake is
also scheduled to partici-
pate in a business event in

This visit assumes signifi
cance in the wake of his

effort to re-
Build the country's crisis-
hit economy.

In the meetings sche-

rent IMF, rugrimine I
dia’s

party’s victory-
in the recent parliamen-

for greater
connectivity with Sri Lan-

la are- expected ¢o be re-

the agenda, affictal sources

Sign(ﬁl:znll). the future

the
tration said it is reviewing
power project

ecution in northern Sri
Lanka.

While on his campaign
trail earlier, Mr. Dissa-
nayake had pledged to can-
cel the “o deal”,
challenging the pricing for-
mula in the power pur-
chasing agreement
reached without a compet-
irive bid.
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SC s Centre, Punjab to

reach out to farmer leader

The Supreme Court on Friday urged the Punjab
government and the Centre to provide medical

Dallewal, who is on a fast-unto-death protest at
Khanauri border for over 17 convince
him to end his

that it is resolved,” a Bench of Justices Surya Kant
nd llal Buryyan addressed bunjab Advocate.
General Singh and Soli
'hx:har \mhuA “The court suggested that Mr.

be shified s0 PG Chandigarh or
nearbv ‘Patisla nclty for ungent medical
intervention, if the need arose.

Delhi HC rejects petition by
Bahadur Shah Zafar’s ‘heir’

The Delhi High Court on Friday rejected the plea
by Sultana Begum, widow of late Mirza
Bedar B:

Mughal empero
possession of the
the legal ‘heir”. A Bench of Acting Chief Just
Viblw Baklaru and justice Tushar Rao Gedela
Ms. Begum's appeal against th

Denanbes 2011 decision of a single judge of the
court, noting the challenge was filed after a delay
of over ewo-and-a-half years, which could not be
condoned. Ms. Begum said she could not file the
appeal owing to her poor health and the death of
her daughter.

It defers
and

NEW DELHI

bhe Supreme Court

time to frame charges and
record the statements of

ration of bail to Partha Chatt
statements of witnesses in a money laund

till Feb. 1

The £0 had argued that aver 50, 000 candidates wwere depeived of

to
avold the prospect of a
~failed trial”.

The by a

the cost of thousands of
pirants. The

Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyyan
struck a balance between
the settled principle that

undertrial cannot be in-
indefinicely,
and the need for a speedy
and fair trial in which the

witnesses give their testi-
monies without any fear or

avour.

e Toyewold: M

erjee has been in cus-

way for the past two-and-

a-half years since his arrest
in2022.

The court noted that the
case concerns allegations
of laundering of bribes ta-
ken by the Minister from
undeserving candidates at

Enforcement Directorate

against the Minister raised
concems about the socle-
tal harm when the
mze;rny of public instit
tions come under the lens.

Charges by ye:

The Bench asked the trial
court to decide on the
framing of charges in the
money laundering case be-
fore the cos
the winter vacation, or at

not pay

the latest by December 31,

4. The top court direct-
3 the Speciut Judge to re-
cord the statements of vul-
nerable prosecution
witnesses and those who
fear threats to their lives,
including Mr. Chatterjee’s
aide Arpita Mukherjee who

SC grants bail to ex-Minister,
but defers implementation

1 to give trial court time to frame charges
lering case linked to a cash-for-jobs scam

leased before February 11if
the trial court completes
s tasks before
The Bench ordered Mr.
Chatterjee to fully cooper-
ate with the trial court and
the ED's

Maha Kumbh 2025 is
‘maha yagya of unity’,
says PM in Prayagraj

LuckNow

The organisation of Maha
Kumbh 20

cultural identity to
new horizons, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modt sa.ld
on Friday,

of the money laundering
case.

In CBI custody
The judgment assured the

the trial

charg-
es in case he is aggrieved
by it

The court said that Mr.
Chatterjee must not be ap-
pointed to any public of-
fice, but would sall conti-
nue as a M
ve Ass

court clarified that the bail

ent concerned only
the ED case. and does not
deal with the merits of any

vt & & St yogma of

unity~.
Mr. Modi inaugurat

and launched 167 develop-

ment projects worth about

communities, noting that
differences among castes
and sects
the Maha Kumbh.

~1f 1 had to describe the

iscu
wamL nw\nbeane nld-e

cases, re-
gistered by the Central Bu-

rently in CBL

record- in
ed between the second predicate offence connect-
nd third weeks of jamuary. €4 to the alleged

ditional Sol

ing of statements must be
completed in the third or
fourth weel

The court said that .
Chatterjee could be

SV. Raju had argued in

even if he gets bail in the
ED case.

large:
woxld e mons. oF

are welcomed
dally, with & new chapter
of history being written on
the land of Prayagra).” Mr.
Modi said.

He hailed the contribu-
tion of sanitation workers,
noting that they play a pi-
votal role in conducting
such a mge event. ~More
than sanitation

Narendra Mod|

workers will ensure dean-

washing the feet of sanita-
tion workers in 2019.

Chatbot

Mr. Modi hed

multilingual  Sah'Ar'yak"
an ial intelli-

gence-based 1 plaform 1o
streamline c:

for de‘ws attending !he
Maha Kumbh, in 11 Indian
languages. The Prime Mi-
nister alleged that previous
governments had neglect-
ed the Kumbh, forcing de-
votees to suffer difficulties.
“The way different go-
vernment de
gngaged in the apara.
tions for Maha Kumbh is
commendable. Special fo-
cus has been given on con-
nectivity here so that there
is no problem in reaching
Kumbh from any corner of
the country or the world,”
the PM added.

30 people drowned per hour in 2021, says WHO

Zubeda Hamid
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) published its
first-ever global status re-
port on drowning preven-
tion on Friday.

The report, released at

ger: Unmindful of the risk and warming board, pecple
playing in the 5ea in Visakhapatnam. «.& ceepax

line Lukaszyk, technical of-
ficer, WHO, as the report
s not capture
rowning owing to natural
disasters such as floodi

water transport, primarily
due to a lack of accurate

ng p-revenlinn agen-
da, she says.

also  remains a

than 7.2 million
peopk mainly children,
could die due to this “silent
Kkiller” by the year 2050 if
current trends continue.
Yet almost all drowning
deaths are plev\en(j)la‘
the report states, highlight
ing that political will and
mvestment in drowning
prevention are critical to
save fives. Providing
care pre-school chil-

Former principal,
ex-police officer get

bail in RG.

KOLKATA

A court In Kolkata on Fri-
day granted bail to Sandip
Ghosh, former princi

R.G. Kar Medical College

Kar case

condition that the accused
would have to appear be-
fore the CBI whenever they
are called by the Central
agency.

cB1 ency
The grant of ball created
strong reactions in the pol-
itical and social circles.

SPG moves SC
against order
on vehicle
registration

NEW DELHI

The Special Protection

Minister, approached the
Supreme Court on Friday

inst a National Green
Tribunal (NG

tries, dispi ionately  vention, he said. accounted for the single Training crucial skills could protect r at the Staterun tions on the “professional | cialised armoured vehicles
affecting the poor and mar- Compiled with the parti-  largest share of drowning  The report also states that  millions of lives, it says. health facility on August 9. efficiency™ of the CBL five years.
gnalised. The WHO® cipaton of D9 countries - deths 2¢X). witha fixth-  while encourssingly, the Developed in response The court at “They got bail because the The NGT had refused
South-East Asia Region Including India - the report 1 de: among WHO's based to a member-state request where trial in the rape and CBI could not do its work grant relief to the SPG in its
(which includes India) saw  found that while drowning  children aged five to 14, drowning pummmn inter- a rid r case Is going on, properly” the mother of order, n.

83,000 deaths, or 28% of  deathsdeclined 38% dnce  and WX amongyoungpeo-  ventons are being (mple-  Health Assembly Resohs | gramted ball o the rwo ac  the victhm said. there was a prohibition on
the global burdes 2000, the progress had ple mented in many countries,  tion 76.18 (2023) and fund- arrested on allega- The West Bengal Junior | plying diesel vehicles that
WHO Dlxeclm(hnelnl been uneven and the pace beposs fiotes mt: ths is ed by Philan- | tions ‘of tampering evi- Doctors Front also reacted | had completed 10 years.
‘Tedros nom slow. The WHO's European . dre ing is the varying degrees. For In- throples, the report | dence, Central to the developments .Ind GT's r had
breyesus, via video ke Region, for Instance fourth leading cause of stance, only 33% of coun-  underscores that drowning said that the sald that they are con-
Temce; Said tie report pea- . - 68 drop, willetheSot. | destly for childrentfu the s offer national pro- s a complex health issue | (CBD had failed to file 3  the people who had pml- scious of the fact that these
vided a snapshot of the East on saw a de- group of one-four and  grammes  to  train  that requires the imvolve- rgesheet against them r_'paled in the protests | are special purpose vehi-
global burden of drowm-  cline of 48%. lhe third leading cause of ders in safe rescue  ment of multiple sectors to | 90 days after thelr arrest. gruesome rape | cles, needed for the securi-

2 could use nagedfive  and resuscitation, and s the broad range of The Aeddienal Chief s wou muldu had not been | ty of the Prime Minister,
the repoet to Children at risk by 22% integrate swis risk factors. L Judici eal- sther by the | but “in view of the order of
tioas, poide tmplementa-  Drimariy st riek sre chiE Even these staggering ef safery training  even when it exists, isofier; | dah, granted bail to both  State government, the Un. | the Supreme Court dated
thon strategies and track  dren and young people. mumbers however, an into their school curricu-  out of step with the scale of | accused on a surety ion government, or the | October 29, 2018, the
progress on drowning pi Children aged under five underestimate, notes Caro-  lum. Quality data collec- the challenge, it says. S(€2,000 cach and on the  CBL prayer cannot be g; =
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Bachelor's pain {4)

Crit: Wrongly cared sbout student (6)

Increased depth from endlosure for holding animats, indeed (8]
Confuse insect to go round feral rodent 2t first (5)

1341

14356 To solve this puzde online. {14
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= e %
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Solution to previeus puzzle

Pursue goals like Hanuman

Overcoming sensory pleasures and achleving mastery ov-

anywhere until it reaches its tar)
To this end, endowed with both formidable

Godand the Wind God, he grew rapidly in size. on top of a

in, ws In astonishment by the other apes. He
then pvﬂsed his hands md feet on the ground, in i readi
ness for take-off. As he rose into the sky, many trees shot
up Into the sky, filled with other apes., all of ‘whom fol-
lowed him osts seeing off a guest, as or-

ution: eterdng P, dained in the xm
668 ST 14 As the sea decided to henour
1 2 Hanuman, as he was on an errand for Rama of Ishvaku
7 g g 11e gg clan, the sea patrun, The Sea God comemanded Mskmaka,
the grea o rise up and offer a
86|34 7 2| place of resx for Hanuman. The great ape, however, mis-
337 4 1, tookMainaka for a hindrance sent by Ravana and slapped
4529 6.3 . When Mainaka explained its purpose, Hanu-
Sz 97 thanking it for its hospitality, said, “The work I do
411769285 :’.2?23,‘,’,‘ st ey Hnamtaet’s SEAgie ratnlee srarpose

7.2 9la 1360 isworthyof
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30 people drowned per hour in 2021, says WHO

Zubeda Hamid
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) published its
first-ever global status re-
port on drowning preven-
tion on Friday.

The report, released at
an event in Geneva, reveals
that three lakh people died
by drowning in 2021
around the world (an esti-
mated 30 every hour).

Close to 92% of such
deaths took place in low-
and middle-income coun-
tries, disproportionately
affecting the poor and mar-
ginalised. The WHO’s
South-East Asia Region
(which includes India) saw
83,000 deaths, or 28% of
the global burden.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, via video confe-
rence, said the report pro-
vided a snapshot of the
global burden of drown-
ing. Countries could use
the report to raise aware-
ness, guide implementa-
tion strategies and track
progress on drowning pre-
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Lurking danger Unmindful of the risk and warning board people
playing in the sea in Visakhapatnam. K.R. DEEPAK

vention, he said.

Compiled with the parti-
cipation of 139 countries -
including India - the report
found that while drowning
deaths declined 38% since
2000, the progress had
been uneven and the pace
slow. The WHO’s European
Region, for instance, saw a
68% drop, while the South-
East Asia Region saw a de-
cline of 48%.

Children at risk

Primarily at risk are chil-
dren and young people.
Children aged under five

accounted for the single
largest share of drowning
deaths (24%), with a furth-
er 19% of deaths among
children aged five to 14,
and 14% among young peo-
ple aged 15 to 29.

The report notes that
globally, drowning is the
fourth leading cause of
death for children in the
age group of one-four and
the third leading cause of
death for children aged five
to 14.

Even these staggering
numbers however, are an
underestimate, notes Caro-

line Lukaszyk, technical of-
ficer, WHO, as the report
does not capture deaths by
drowning owing to natural
disasters such as flooding,
and those that occur on
water transport, primarily
due to a lack of accurate
data. With vulnerability to
flooding increasing due to
climate change - and 75%
of flooding deaths known
to be due to drowning -
this is a priority on the
drowning prevention agen-
da, she says.

Training crucial

The report also states that
while encouragingly, the
WHO’s  evidence-based
drowning prevention inter-
ventions are being imple-
mented in many countries,
the implementation is to
varying degrees. For in-
stance, only 33% of coun-
tries offer national pro-
grammes to train
bystanders in safe rescue
and resuscitation, and just
22% integrate swimming
and water safety training
into their school curricu-
lum. Quality data collec-

tion also
challenge.

More than 7.2 million
people, mainly children,
could die due to this “silent
killer” by the year 2050 if
current trends continue.
Yet almost all drowning
deaths are preventable,
the report states, highlight-
ing that political will and
investment in drowning
prevention are critical to
save lives. Providing day
care for pre-school chil-
dren and teaching school
students basic swimming
skills could help protect
millions of lives, it says.

Developed in response
to a member-state request
made through a World
Health Assembly Resolu-
tion 76.18 (2023) and fund-
ed by Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, the report
underscores that drowning
is a complex health issue
that requires the involve-
ment of multiple sectors to
address the broad range of
risk factors. Legislation,
even when it exists, is often
out of step with the scale of
the challenge, it says.

remains a




1.Global Drowning Statistics / g% gﬁﬁ' & IHThS:

1. In 2021, approximately 3 lakh people worldwide died due to drowning, which
averages to 30 deaths per hour.

2021:ﬁr @mﬁw&w3wmaﬁrm#ﬂ—aa‘é S T "¢ 30

2. 92% of deaths occurred in low and middle-income countries, disproportionately
affecting the poor and marginalized.
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* Regional Analysis / &I faAYUT:South-East
Asia Region (including India) accounted for 28%
of the global drowning burden, with 83,000
deaths in 2021. ’
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a7 2021 # 83,000 & Y afeas
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* Progress in drowning reduction has been slow
and uneven. The European region saw a 68%
decline, while the South-East Asia region saw a
48% decline since 2000.
g9el S TSI H HAT FHAGT R A
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* Vulnerable Groups / FHANR HHAg . Children and Young People are most at risk.
T 3R gar Few AR HEH 7 ¢

* 24% deaths were among children aged under 5.

24%ma5mﬁwsﬂa:a—nﬁﬁg‘é

* 19% deaths occurred in the age group of 5 to 14.
19% AT 5 & 14 a¥ & 37 & &9

* 14% deaths were amon%;young people a}ged 15 to 29.
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* Globally, drowning is the fourth leading cause of death for children aged 1 to 4 and the
third leading cause for children aged 5 to 14.
faeq TR 9T, 911 1 W 4 el & <l & v T 97" Jeg FROT 3R 5
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Training and Prevention / ¥f1&T0T 3R AHYTA:

Only 33% of countries have national programs for rescue and resuscitation training.

et 33% oWl & U S1d 3R Yeloiidel TAGTOT & TIT Ao Hrdsha &

Just 22% of countries integrate swimming and water safety training into school curriculums.

hael 22% SR TRIHT 3R STor F&T FRIETT T Tohol UISTshA H MAT Hd &

Teaching basic swimming skills to children and including water safety education in schools can help save millions of lives.
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* Challenges / ?:I_,T-l’lﬁ'qT
1. Data Gaps / S€T &I HAT:

1. Many deaths due to natural disasters like flooding are not captured due to lack of
accurate data.

a1 STl WTehfdeh 3MTer3it & gl arell &g Hidl &l ST HEh SAlelehl
$HT o HRUT Gol gl [hAT JATdT|

2.Climate Change / STdlaTg qRade:
1. With climate change, 75% of flooding deaths are linked to drowning.
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* Future Projections / {fasT &1 THTTAIT

* By 2050, over 7.2 million people, mainly children, could die due to drowning if current
trends continue.
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The knotty promise of

n July 31, a 25-year-old woman from
Ramgarh, Jharkhanxt filed an FIR ac-

cusing a man of engaging in a sexual
relationship wm. her under o the e pre-

tence of marriage.
FIR that the man, 26, ity alhe Dl Kpars foen
college, had come home on multiple occasions
and expressed the wish to marry her. In one in-
stance. he allegedly told her mother explicidy
any marriage for her,

va Nyava Sanl
Taws that replaces the colonial-cra Indian Penal
Code (IPC). While the trial is stll pending,
man was granted bail by a local court i Ocrober.
Section 69 of the BNS, s “sexual in-
by means~ and
dles the “promise to marry...a woman without
of the

for imprisonme: ibil-

ity of a fine. While it is not treated s rape, it Is

consid “inducement- and ako applies
or

e v P

tions pertained to ‘friend;’ live in partners on
pretext of - and

2022,
T S, the Gauhari High Court grant-
edbales 2 man after he ed when a wo-

that she and the man had been in a
rel-tlons‘hip for nine years, during which persod,

'l"he man also allegedly promised her to marry.

However, she found out that he had become en-

gaged to another women. When she asked for an
cited

pressure to marry the woman..
“It is a settled position of law that a simple

promise to m. ut anything more does

1ot give rise to the concept of misconception of

fact_ Therefore, under the given circum-

stances, the petitioner does not de-

serve to be detained in custody.”

the High Court said_

Based on the past

Prior to the enactment of

the BNS, such cases were
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registered under Section

However, number
Iving ‘false pmnuses of marriage” led the
NCRB to refine its classificari

In 2016, specific subc_u were intro-
At wnder the OFcnders Relation to Victimg of
Rapet, Inchating frtend:, Mue il pariners oo pre-
text of

NORD dars Rirther riveals fhar the average
conviction rate for all rape cases between 2016
and 2022 stood at 29.71%. However, the data does

o of

a woman on the promise of marriage. Cases regis-

tered before the BNS came into force are being

tried on the old IPC. The woman er FIR com-

plaint alleged that she got pregnant an Sk ki s
informed the man, he

reneged o promise.
During the Pendency of the "laL & baby boy
was born. Howeve: samples of

er person and didat show up for the court
proceeding

~He can only be held guilty if It is proved that
the promise to marry was given with no intention

volving false promises of marriage or s

repeatedly on the same woman) along wlxh See

Tt Kane, advocate and country head of the
Access to Justice Project, an Internati non-
profit offering pro bono services. explains the
law under 1IPC
and the new provision in the BNS. ~This is a new
offence because they have used words such as
ecelrful means’, “inducement’, ‘false promise’.
Tner rape~ he clarifies.

Section 69 comes within Chapter S of the BNS:
“Of Offences Against Woman and Child”, under
“sexual offences”. The need for this Section, says

such cases were reported a

claimed she was cheated on the pretext of mar-
the court typically dismissed such cases.

non 90 (consent known to be given under fear or | Parlamentary r
onception), says Advocate K_S. Nanda: wive | The report no, 246 of the Rajya Sabha on the
man in Ef- BNS, the D
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ter converted into allegations of r.pe are rapsdly
increasing

On the other hand, in a separate case, the Ker-
ala High Court in October declined to quash the

proce: a priest accused of
raping a woman after promising to marry her.
Dismissing the plea of the priest. the High Court
observed that prima facie, the allegations war-
ranted a trial, and that there was no reason to
close the proceedings earlier.

the new law,

deja. Parner at law Rrm Photnix Legal, in Deihi,
says, “Section 69 of the BNS addresses the gaps
and
sexual
es such as promises of nu.rrlage o et demte
ful means.”

“The definition of rape revolves around the
“‘consent” of the woman, and have consis-
tently heid that sexual intercourse based on a
false promise of marriage, wher.
nuine intent from the cutset, g wmnn e

The Law Is protective to women who operate in

an, e\-en ir is itis
ed as an offence because it is taken as a false
promise or a deception.

Gender biased
Deepika alm-
maker, and activist, calls the new law “inherently
gender biased and discriminative™ with the law
thant swoman do ot v sgency tn da-

cisions around sexual marters. On January
year, she had started an online petition on Chan
EeofE o repeal Section 63 of the BNS, which has
since garnered over 60,000 s
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Differing court views
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Bhardwaj uses past

ical relationship at a very belated
lead to serious consequences,” the Bench of Jus-
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Dudeja says the law broadens the legal frame-
work by introducing the concept of sexual inter-
course through deceitful means. “Moreover, it
acknowledges that coercion is not limited to
physical l‘olce. but can also be psychological or
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under the earlier law." he says.
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Patiala House Courts in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The knotty promise of

SECTION 69

As India enforces the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the new set of criminal laws that replace the Indian Penal Code,

Section 69 faces questioning from legal eyes for its gender bias, potential misuse, and implications on modern

relationships, finds Soibam Rocky Singh

n July 31, a 25-year-old woman from

Ramgarh, Jharkhand, filed an FIR ac-

cusing a man of engaging in a sexual

relationship with her under the pre-
tence of marriage. The woman claimed in her
FIR that the man, 26, who she had known from
college, had come home on multiple occasions
and expressed the wish to marry her. In one in-
stance, he allegedly told her mother explicitly
not to consider any marriage proposals for her,
as he intended to marry her himself.

The woman stated in her first information re-
port (FIR) that she was introduced to his mother,
who allegedly supported their union. She
claimed that the man and his mother “back-
tracked on their commitments”. She was there-
fore filing a case under Section 69 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the new set of criminal
laws that replaces the colonial-era Indian Penal
Code (IPC). While the trial is still pending, the
man was granted bail by a local court in October.

Section 69 of the BNS, criminalises “sexual in-
tercourse by employing deceitful means” and
cites the “promise to marry...a woman without
any intention of fulfilling the same”, as grounds
for imprisonment up to 10 years and the possibil-
ity of a fine. While it is not treated as rape, it is
considered “inducement” and also applies to
“false promise of employment or promotion, or
marrying by suppressing identity”.

There are several cases in court that use Sec-
tion 69 in their FIRs, opening the doors to public
and legal discourse around it. Before the BNS
came into being, up to 40% of all rape case allega-
tions pertained to ‘friend, ‘live in partners on
pretext of marriage,” and ‘separated husband’,
going by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
data between 2016 and 2022.

On December 5, the Gauhati High Court grant-
ed bail to a man after he was arrested when a wo-
man claimed that she and the man had been ina
relationship for nine years, during which period,
they engaged in physical relationship regularly.
The man also allegedly promised her to marry.
However, she found out that he had become en-
gaged to another women. When she asked for an
explanation, the man allegedly cited parental
pressure to marry the woman.

“It is a settled position of law that a simple
promise to marry without anything more does
not give rise to the concept of misconception of
fact. Therefore, under the given circum-
stances, the petitioner does not de-
serve to be detained in custody,”
the High Court said.

Based on the past
Prior to the enactment of
the RNS. suich cases were

This is a new
offence
because
they have
used words
suchas
‘deceitful
means’,
‘induce-
ment’, ‘false
promise’.
This is not
rape

RAVIKANT
Advocateand

country head,
Access to Justice
Project

registered under Section 376(2)(n) (commits rape
repeatedly on the same woman) along with Sec-
tion 90 (consent known to be given under fear or
misconception), says Advocate K.S. Nanda, who
represented the accused man in Jharkhand. Ef-
fectively, the two IPC Sections now form the base
of Section 69.

Ravi Kant, advocate and country head of the
Access to Justice Project, an international non-
profit offering pro bono services, explains the
difference between the previous law under IPC
and the new provision in the BNS. “This is a new
offence because they have used words such as
‘deceitful means’, ‘inducement’, ‘false promise’.
This is not rape,” he clarifies.

Section 69 comes within Chapter 5 of the BNS:
‘Of Offences Against Woman and Child’, under
“sexual offences”. The need for this Section, says
Kant, was “because such cases were reported a
lot in the courts during the IPC time”.

Another difference is that earlier, if a relation-
ship lasted several years, and the woman
claimed she was cheated on the pretext of mar-
riage, the court typically dismissed such cases,
he says. “It was reasoned that a long-term rela-
tionship implied mutual consent and under-
standing, making fraud difficult to substantiate.”
Now, even if the relationship is consensual, it is
treated as an offence because it is taken as a false
promise or a deception.

Gender biased

Deepika Narayan Bhardwaj, a journalist, film-
maker, and activist, calls the new law “inherently
gender biased and discriminative” with the law
suggesting that women do not have agency in de-
cisions around sexual matters. On January 10 this
year, she had started an online petition on Chan-
ge.org to repeal Section 69 of the BNS, which has
since garnered over 60,000 signatures.

Her contention in the petition is that “a con-
sensual sexual relationship made on promise of
marriage will be a crime only if a man reneges
from it and not a woman”.

The petition also talks about the power equa-
tion, where “the law presumes a woman cannot
be in position of power to induce a man into sex

by false promise of job or promotion”. She
called the law “extremely regressive” and also
said it “completely discards the concept of will
and consent” around sexual matters.
Since Section 69 is a recent addition,
Bhardwaj uses past data recorded
under Section 376 (rape) for con-
text and comparison. Until
2015, the NCRB that compiles
a yearly compendium of
crimes across India in ‘Of-
fenders Relation to Vietims

of Rape’ category under the ‘Crime Against Wo-
men’ chapter, the relationship between the ac-
cused and the survivor in rape cases was broadly
categorised as a ‘family member’, ‘neighbour’, or
‘stranger’. However, the growing number of cas-
es involving ‘false promises of marriage’ led the
NCRB to refine its classifications.

In 2016, specific subcategories were intro-
duced under the ‘Offenders Relation to Victims of
Rape’, including ‘friend’, ‘live in partners on pre-
text of marriage’, and ‘separated husband’.

NCRB data further reveals that the average
conviction rate for all rape cases between 2016
and 2022 stood at 29.71%. However, the data does
not include a sub-classification of conviction
rates under the ‘Offenders Relation to Victims of
Rape’ category. This makes it challenging to de-
termine conviction trends specific to cases in-
volving false promises of marriage or similar
allegations.

Parliamentary report

The report no. 246 of the Rajya Sabha on the
BNS, released by the Department-related Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs
on November 12 last year, six months before the
BNS came into
force, had cau-
tioned against rein-
forcing gender ste-
reotypes.
According to the re-
port, it was difficult
to prove whether a
promise to marry
had actually been
made. It also said

“intentions  can
change over time”,
alluding to the very
nature of relation-

e i
The report stat-
The law presumes a i‘:g‘h:t ;:“;‘mml‘s';al‘;
woman cannot bein marry” can intrude
position of power to into an individual’s
induce a man into sex right to privacy and
by false promise of job ~ autonomy. It said
or promotion that “defining what
DEEPIKA NARAYAN constitutes a legally
BHARDWAJ binding promise to
Journalist, lmmaker, and activist  marry can be vague

and open to inter-
pretation”, which could lead to “inconsistencies
in enforcement and judgments”. Also, a verbal
intention to marry could be a challenge when it
came to evidence collection.

Differing court views

On November 26, the Supreme Court flagged a
“worrying trend” of criminalising long-term con-
sensual relationships after they turn sour. “If cri-
minality is to be attached to such prolonged phys-
ical relationship at a very belated stage, it can
lead to serious consequences,” the Bench of Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna and N. Kotiswar Singh said,
while quashing an FIR against a man accused of
rape by a woman who was in a relationship with
him for over nine years, by her own account.

In another judgment, the Gujarat High Court
on September 19 commented: “In every case
where a man fails to marry a woman despite a
promise made to her, [he] cannot be held guilty
for committing the offence of rape.”

The High Court’s ruling came while quashing a
February 2019 FIR for rape filed against a man,
who had entered into a nhvsical relationshin with
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awoman on the promise of marriage. Cases regis-
tered before the BNS came into force are being
tried on the old IPC. The woman in her FIR com-
plaint alleged that she got pregnant and when she
informed the man, he reneged on his promise.

During the pendency of the trial, a baby boy
was born. However, when the DNA samples of
the accused and the child were tested, it was pro-
ven that the accused was not the biological fath-
er. Meanwhile, the woman got married to anoth-
er person and didn’t show up for the court
proceeding again.

“He can only be held guilty if it is proved that
the promise to marry was given with no intention
to honour it and also that was the only reason
due to which the woman agreed to have a sexual
relationship,” the High Court said, adding that
“cases of consensual sexual relationship being la-
ter converted into allegations of rape are rapidly
increasing”.

On the other hand, in a separate case, the Ker-
ala High Court in October declined to quash the
criminal proceedings against a priest accused of
raping a woman after promising to marry her.
Dismissing the plea of the priest, the High Court
observed that prima facie, the allegations war-
ranted a trial, and that there was no reason to
close the proceedings earlier.

Supporting the new law, advocate Gaurav Du-
deja, Partner at law firm Phoenix Legal, in Delhi,
says, “Section 69 of the BNS addresses the gaps
and ambiguities in the previous law concerning
sexual intercourse obtained under false pretenc-
es such as promises of marriage or other deceit-
ful means.”

“The definition of rape revolves around the
‘consent’ of the woman, and courts have consis-
tently held that sexual intercourse based on a
false promise of marriage, where there was no ge-
nuine intent from the outset, falls within the
scope of rape. By introducing Section 69, the BNS
explicitly criminalises such acts and provides
clear punishment for them,” he explains.

The law is protective to women who operate in
a male-dominated, patriarchal society, where
marriage for women is often seen as a way of at-
taining personhood. Many women are consis-
tently told in their childhood years that they be-
long in another home — that of their husband’s
and in-laws’.

Dudeja says the law broadens the legal frame-
work by introducing the concept of sexual inter-
course through deceitful means. “Moreover, it
acknowledges that coercion is not limited to
physical force, but can also be psychological or
emotional — an aspect not explicitly addressed
under the earlier law,” he says.

PIL in Kerala HC

In September, a public interest litigation (PIL)
was filed before the Kerala High Court challeng-
ing the constitutional validity of Section 69 of the
BNS. The plea by a lawyer practising in the courts
of Kerala contended that “the Section is deroga-
tory and misogynistic to the extent that it views
women as naive, gullible and incapable of mak-
ing decisions pertaining to their life”. The plea al-
so contends that the Section would lead to “se-
rious issues for people who are in live-in
relationships and people in relationships in the
nature of marriage”.

“By omitting to include the LGBTQ communi-
ty, it is violative of the equal protection clause.
Further, it penalises a very basic human emotion,
the right to have sexual union, a facet protected
Under Article 21 of the Constitution,” the plea
stated. The High Court sought a response from
the Central gavernment on the issue.



* Introduction to Section 69 / TRT 69 T IRTA:Part of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), replacing the Indian Penal Code (IPC), Section 69 criminalizes the "promise to
marry a woman without fulfilling the same" as a punishable offence.

HRAT 1T |fgdr (BNS) & dgd 9RT 69, |Pc£ra?1ga?r€tf "QMMET FT FST
gIer" el @l R FTdT &l

* Penalties include imprisonment of up to 10 years or a fine, aimed at addressing false
promises of marriage that lead to exploitation.
SH YRT & dgd 10 ATl d& & T AT FHT S Jaele gl




2.Legal Framework / EFIFEﬁ ST

2. Section 69 is categorized under the "Offences Against Women and Children"
chapter of the BNS.
SIRT 69 I BNS & "Afgansit 3R s=af & f@are e ey J
onmfier foham IraT B

3. It addresses issues like "false promises of marriage," often leading to exploitation
and violation of consent.

g "ATET & S Ja" & HNUT gl dred AT 3R HEATT & et ofd
ﬂﬂﬂ’f% €T Shigd Il g




3. Judicial Observations / 1% fecqforaT:

3. Courts have emphasized the importance of intent and consent in cases under this
section.

rqmmqﬁﬁsgﬁmé?aﬁﬁmﬁﬁmsmmﬁésﬂﬁﬁ
|

Y@iferd feram
4. False promises of marriage are considered "fraudulent inducement" if they lack
the genuine intention of marriage.

AET &3S aTe_hl "HWTST $RT TAIHA" AT Sl § F(G 3HA AT &
dEdTdesh S30¢ I haT gl




* Gender Bias Concerns / et gaTuTd & Il'c'\?\' Critics argue that the law presumes
women as victims and men as perpetrators, potentlally leadin % to misuse.

mqwlﬂlddl%ﬁ?a%’wm JENT I 3TORTER
AT &, 68 geadeT H GHGT ¢ Trﬂ?ﬁ%*l

e Cases involving consensual relationships that later turn sour can lead to false
accusations.

FgAld § §o Rl # a1 & @erd 3 9 $[S IRT I Gl Bl g




5.Case Studies / T 3TCIIA:

5. Jharkhand Case (July 2023):

A 25-year-old woman filed a case against a man who allegedly exploited her on
the false promise of marriage.

SRES AT (JA1$ 2023): Teh 25 JUT Afgell o Ueh hfdbd IT ATET
Sl SIS dlal & “ityoT T TRIT SIT|
6. NCRB Statistics (2016-2022):

Reports indicate a rise in cases of "false promises of marriage," but conviction
rates remain low.

NCRB 3T&3 (2016-2022): RUIC H ") F S d@I" & AHc H gofe
fears ¢ &, afheT Tolm X &7 B




* Parliamentary Review / U
HHI&IT: The Parliamentary Standing
Committee emphasized the need for
clarity in defining offences to prevent
misuse.

T TR gfAfa o 3roRTen &
Tgse &9 F gGRATNT hied I
ATTIHdT I AR |




7. Concerns and Challenges / Rame 3R ?:I,T-l’fﬁ'iﬁ

7. Ambiguity in the definition of offences may lead to legal misuse and prolonged
trials.

TR T IRHATYT H FIsedr T FH Sl GEIANT AR o HehcAl i

HRUT g Hehdl gl

8. The provision does not address cases where women exploit men under false
promises.

ugqgmsﬁmﬁmaaﬁrwdl ds|ﬂ‘i%awm$rem
I




* Public and Legal Reactions / Aadfas 3R EFI?-l?ﬁ yfafsam: Lawyers and activists

highlight the need for balanced laws that protect “both genders.
a%wﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁﬁ%mﬁ@rmw%%mmﬁaw@rm&m

o SR &d &l

e Suggestions include adding safeguards to prevent misuse while ensuring justice for
genume victims.

agna’r kel & fIT FI&T 3TN S5 3R adiges difsdr & fow
T el HT TEAT QATHT gl




* Conclusion / fasey

» Section 69 of the BNS is a progressive yet contentious addition aimed at
addressing gender-based crimes. However, its effectiveness will depend on
balanced implementation and judicial clarity.

HRAT a9 Afgar 1 arr 69 foler 3maRa 3Ryt & &@ifia &= &
fow v garfaefier AfFer Rarrede g@ue &1 T Ihadr aqfad
FRTaId 3R =R Tqsedr ¥ FI FHLE0
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CHHATRAPATISHIVAJI STATUE COLLAPSE IN MAHARASHTRA

Sardar Patel sculptor Ram Sutar
firm gets contract for new statue

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 13

ALMOST FOUR months after a
35-feet tall statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj collapsed at Rajkot
fort in Malvan in Maharashtra’s
Sindhudurg district, triggering a
massive political slugfest in the
state, the Maharashtra govern-
ment has awarded the contract of
building a new 60-feet statue of
the Maratha warrior king at the
fort to renowned sculptor Ram
Sutar and Anil Sutar’s firm Ram
Sutar Art Creations Pvt Ltd that
built the ‘Statue of Unity’ in
Gujarat.

In August this year, the 35-feet
statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj at Rajkot fort collapsed,
almost seven months after it was
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in December
2023. Almost a month after the
collapse, the state Public Works
Department(PWD) had floated a
tender to build a new 60-feet tall
statue at an estimated cost of Rs
20crore and for selecting the con-
tractor for design, engineering,
procurement, construction, erec-
tion, operation and maintenance
of the statue.

The PWD received bids from
two firms, Garnet Interiors and
Ram Sutar Art Creations Pvt Ltd.

GarnetInteriors had quotedRs
20.90 crore, while Ram Sutar Art
Creations Pvt Ltd made a quota-
tion of Rs 36.05 crore.

However, the contract was
awarded to Ram Sutar’s firm after
it matched the quotation of the
other bidder and the work order
hasbeenissued to Sutar’s firm for
%20.95 crore.

“As per the tender condition,
evenas Sutar’s bid was more than
the other firm, later during nego-
tiations the firm agreed to match
with the L1’s costing and hence it
has been awarded to the firm,” a
PWD official said, confirming that
the work order has been given to
Ram Sutar Arts Creations and the
statue will have to be completed
within six months. When con-
tacted, Anil Sutar confirmed the
work order has beenissued to his
firmand that the statue would be
60-feet tall and made of bronze
metal with 8-mm thick cladding.

According to officials, the
statue will be 60-feet high from
toe to head and will have a strong
pedestal of 3-metre high made of
concrete. The tender document
says that the statue will have 100
years’ guarantee and the contrac-
tor will have to carry out mainte-
nance and repair of the statue for
the next 10 years after its con-
struction.

An official said that initially, a

3-feet fibre model will be created
and once approved by the Arts
Directorate, it will be taken up for
actual construction. “The project
will be executed under the guid-
ance of [IT-Bombay and experi-
enced agencies will be given the
taskof building the statue. Several
experts would also be ropedin to
ensure that the statue is strong,”
an official said.

The firm Ram Sutar Art
Creations Pvt Ltd is headed by di-
rectors sculptor Ram V Sutar
(Padmashree) and his son Anil R
Sutar, a professional architectand
sculptor. Besides making the
world’s tallest statue, ‘Statue of
Unity’ (182-metres), Sutar’s bust
of Mahatma Gandhi has been
highly appreciated and has been
selected for installation in more
than 450 cities all over the world.

The Sindhudurg police had
registered an FIR against the
sculptorand structural consultant
under sections of the BNS related
to attempt to commit culpable
homicide, actendangering the life
or personal safety of others, at-
tempt tomurder as well as cheat-
ing. The FIR against Jaideep Apte
(sculptor) the proprietor M/s
Artistry and Dr Chetan S Patil,
structural consultant of the statue,
was based onacomplaint filed by
Ajit Patil, assistant engineer of
PWD.



1. Award of Contract for New Statue / 5§ Ufd#T & foIT 3&T U

1. Renowned sculptor Ram Sutar and his firm Ram Sutar Art Creations Pvt Ltd have
been awarded the contract to build a 60-feet tall bronze statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj at Rajkot Fort, Maharashtra.

It HIdHR I AR 3R 3oAh! $uell TH FaR IH1C ey wgae
faffies &1 AgRTST & Torwie fhe W oAufa Riawst #eRe # 60 Hie
FdY HIET IfQAT I T Serr T I=3T B

2. The statue will have 8-mm thick cladding and will be completed within six
months under the guidance of lIT-Bombay.

PIGEIE 8 3R & R g1
%Hﬁh&ﬁmgéqgﬁvm%l o o e




2. Context and Reason for New Statue / «'rl? yfa#dr & fow Fest 30T FRoT:

2. The 35-feet statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, installed in December
2023, had collapsed within seven months, triggering political controversy.

35 P Fe) GRAAT, (oY REaT 2023 & LA [T 97 24T, 91
AT & ol IR a1, m@rmﬁaﬁamgml

3. The Maharashtra Public Works Department (PWD) floated a tender for a new
60-feet statue with an estimated cost of X20 crore.

HERTSE dlleh ﬁmﬁw fds1meT (PWD) ¥ 60 Pie F=t 8 yfa#m & fow
20 FUS FT AT AFEd & A1 fAfder IR F




3.Selection Process and Cost / Il gfeear 3y dera:

3. Two firms, Garnet Interiors and Ram Sutar Art Creations Pvt Ltd, submitted bids
of X20.9 crore and X36.05 crore, respectively. .
al HufaIdl, Mee SANIH IR TH Gar e fFvaw ygae fafaes, o
AT 320.9 FUS 3T 36.05 FUT I dlell @S|

4. After negotiations, the contract was awarded to Ram Sutar’s firm for X20.95
crore, matching the lower bid.

& d1G, &Y WA AR H FYell H 20.95FU3 & fear arm|




4. Specifications and Warranty / fwame 3k IR

4. The statue will be made of bronze metal, with a 3-meter high pedestal of
reinforced concrete. . ) )
IfqAT @l FET T F TA17 Seen, 5HA 3 HleT F=m #A= gham|
5. The contractor will provide a 100-year guarantee for the statue, including
maintenance for the first 10 years.

She UfdAT & foIT 100 HTer &7 IR 9, [T gger 10 aul & fovw
IEEIT AT ¢




5. Legal Issues Surrounding the Collapse / e @ 3],,? EFlFlj-ﬁ ﬁﬂ?:

5. FIRs have been registered against the previous sculptor Jaideep Apte and
structural consultant Dr. Chetan S. Patil under sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita (BNS) for ne Ilgence
e 3R ETATCHSD Hoﬂschu Ty, gifed

& WA HARAT =4 FReaT (BNS) T RT3t & ag?raTqTq'l'é‘ra:ﬁrtr
FIREST FT I8 Bl




 About Ram Sutar / {H H?I'R' & X #A:Ram Sutar is a Padma Shri awardee known
for his iconic Statue of Unlty (182 meters tall) and over 450 other sculptures installed
worldwide.

IH AR U 9easft PR fa9dr g, St 319e ¥=g 3% Iiadt (182 #Hiex
ﬁﬁ)sﬂwgﬁmmﬁmﬁaﬁo#mm%ﬁvﬁw%l

* His works include the world’s tallest statue and other notable pieces such as Mahatma
Gandhi’s statues. ) ) .
?Wﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmmﬁnﬁm%m

I




« Historical and Political Context / ¥fagIiRe 3T Tereiifas dcot

* The new statue represents Maharashtra’s efforts to honor Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, a Maratha king known for his valor, governance, and resistance against

Mughal rule.
g oI5 UIaAT AGRISE & Saufa Rars RIS 6T dRdr, e 3R Harer

%m%@wmﬁmﬁﬁaﬂﬁ%mwm%l

* The collapse of the previous statue led to criticism of the state government’s oversight
and calls for stricter quality controls.

Mol 9fAT & TReT & [T WHER HiT ATR@E H 3eiaar g5 3R aed
T[0Tl fHAIT0T T AT 38|




NESTLE CASE FALLOUT

Switzerland suspends MFN status
to India in tax avoidance agreement

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA &
AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 13

IN WHAT could potentially im-
pact Swiss investments in India
and higher taxes on Indian com-
panies operating in Switzerland
starting January 1,2025, Bern has
suspended the Most-Favoured-
Nation (MFN) clause in the
Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA)that Indiaand
Switzerland entered originally in
1994 and amended in 2010, a
statement released by the Swiss
government dated December 11
showed.

This decision follows a ruling
by the Indian Supreme Court last
year, which determined that the
DTAA cannot be enforced unless
itis notified under the Income Tax
Act. As aresult, Swiss companies
such as Nestlé face higher taxes
ondividends.The Supreme Court
ruling effectively overturned a
Delhi High Court order that had
ensured companies and individ-
uals were not subject to double
taxation while working in or for
foreign entities.

Taxexperts said that the move
by the Swiss could “impact in-
vestments” in India as dividends
would be subject to “higher with-
holding tax”. Notably, India and
four-nation European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), an intergov-
ernmental grouping of Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland signed a free trade
agreement where the EFTA coun-
tries committed investment
worth $100 billioninvestmentin
Indiaovera 15-year.

However, the Swiss embassy
said that thereis nodirectimpact
on the EFTA-India TEPA.

“In particular this week’s deci-
sion does not negatively affectin-

The Swiss authorities said
that the suspension was
enforced due toalack of
“reciprocity” in the DTAA. File

vestment from Switzerland to
India. The question of the inter-
pretation by Switzerland and
India of the most-favoured-na-
tion clause concerns the residual
tax rate applicable to dividends
based on the double taxation
agreement paid by acompany of
one contracting state to aresident
of the other contracting state.
However, the change in this resid-
ual rate has no impact on the va-
lidity of the double taxation
agreement as such, or on any
other treaties under international
law concluded between
Switzerland (independently or
under the EFTA framework) and
India,” the embassy said in re-
sponse toa query.

The Swiss authorities said that
the suspension was enforced due
to a lack of “reciprocity” in the
DTAA by the Indian government.
They added that for dividends
due on or after January 1, 2025,
theresidual tax rate in the source
state would be limited to 10 per
cent.

“Based on the Indian Supreme
Courtruling, the Swiss competent
authority acknowledges that its
interpretation of paragraph 5 of
the Protocol to the IN-CH DTA is
not shared by the Indian side. In
the absence of reciprocity, it
therefore waives its unilateral ap-

Likely
impact of
® the move

EXPLAINED

THE MOVE by the Swiss
authorities, according to
tax experts, could “im-
pact investments” in
India as dividends would
be subject to “higher
withholding tax”. Nearly
140 Indian companies
have invested in an esti-
mated 180 entities in
Switzerland and are
mostly active in the sec-
tors of technology (32
per cent) and life sci-
ences (21 per cent).

plication with effect from January
1,2025. Accordingly, income ac-
cruing on or after this date may
be taxed inthe source state at the
rates provided in the DTA IN-CH,
regardless of paragraph 5 of the
Protocol,” the Swiss government
statement said.

Amit Maheshwari, Tax
Partner, AKM Global said that
Switzerland has announced this
in direct response to the Nestle
ruling pronounced by the Indian
apex court in 2023 where the
court held that MFN application
is not automatic and it requires a
separate notification from India
togrant lower taxrates under the
MFN clause.

He said that Switzerland is of
the view thatitis not receiving the
same treatment that India grants
to other countries with more
favourable tax treaties and the
main reason behind this is reci-
procity, which ensures that tax-
payers in both countries are
treated equally and fairly.

Switzerland’s investment
flows inIndiaamounted to $9.95
billion between 2000 and 2023
according to the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) says that Swiss investments
stocks in India amounted to $35
billionin2021.

Over 330 Swiss companies in-
cluding Nestle, ABB, Novartis,
Roche UBS and Credit Suisse have
invested inIndia, witha presence
invarious sectors suchas machin-
ery, electrical and metal (MEM),
pharmaceutical, finance, con-
struction, sustainable technolo-
gies and cleantech industry, as
well as Information and
Communications Technology
services.

Moreover, nearly 140 Indian
companies, including TCS,
Infosys, HCL Tech, Wipro, Dr
Reddy's Labs and Eureka Forbes,
have investments in an estimated
180entities in Switzerland. These
companies are mostly active in
the sectors of technology (32 per
cent) and life sciences (21 per
cent). According to the IMF,
Switzerland is the 8th largest re-
cipient of Indian FDIs stocks,
amounting to $3.7 billion.

“This seems to have beendis-
regarded after the said ruling
since Swiss authorities an-
nounced in August 2021 that
based on the most favoured na-
tion clause between Switzerland
and India, the tax rate on divi-
dends from qualifying sharehold-
ings would be reduced from 10
per cent to 5 per cent, effective
retroactively from July 5, 2018.
However, the subsequent ruling
in 2023 contradicted the same.
The fallout of this is that more
countries may follow Switzerland
after this," Maheshwari said.

He said that this could impact
Swissinvestmentsin Indiaasdiv-

idends would be subject to higher
withholding nowand income ac-
cruingonor after January 1,2025,
may be taxed at the rates pro-
vided for in the original double
taxation treaty between
Switzerland and India, regardless
of the most favoured nation
clause.

Sandeep Jhunjhunwala, M&A
Tax Partner at Nangia Andersen,
said Switzerland's decision to sus-
pend the unilateral application of
the MFN clause under its tax
treaty with India marks a signifi-
cant shift in bilateral treaty dy-
namics. He said that the move,
grounded in the Indian Supreme
Court’s Nestlé ruling rejecting the
automatic applicability of the
MEN clause, highlights the grow-
ing emphasis on reciprocity and
mutual agreement in interpret-
ing treaty provisions.

“Effective 1 January 2025, the
beginning of the tax year in
Switzerland, this suspension may
lead toincreased tax liabilities for
Indian entities operating in
Switzerland, highlighting the
complexities of navigating inter-
national tax treaties in an evolv-
ing global landscape. Beyond its
immediate fiscal impact, this de-
velopment reflects broader
trends in international taxation,
with countries like India increas-
ingly asserting stricter interpre-
tations of treaty provisions to pro-
tect domestic tax revenues.

It further underscores the ne-
cessity of aligning treaty partners
on the interpretation and appli-
cation of tax treaty clauses toen-
sure predictability, equity, and
stability in the international tax

framework,” Jhunjhunwala
added.
A query emailed to

Commerce and Industry Ministry
and Finance Ministry was unan-
swered at the time of publishing.



* Switzerland Suspends MFN Clause with India /%:I'c'ﬁlﬁ? d AR & °TT MFN
Foltol Adfad fFAT:Effective January 1, 2025, Switzerland has suspended the Most-
Favoured Nation (MFN) clause in the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)

with India.

1 Se1adl 2025 & T, [FacoRels o ARA & 1Y 3dd A HAgsd
vaide (DTAA) F WaTRIS 3T ST (MFN) TS I Aelidd X fear g

* The decision stems from Switzerland’s claim of lack of reciprocity in the a eement

Ig 01T FacoRels carT @Asiiad # IREIRSAT $1 FAT & gd
foram arar g




* Impact on Indian Companies / AR HYfaAT 9T THIG:Indian
companies receiving dividends from Swiss investments will now face

hlgher withholding taxes.

EdcolRels ¥ ST 9T el alell ARAIT HUfdl Hl 39 Ffad
HT Held! HT TTHAT HlIT g=9m|

* Nearly 140 Indian companies operating in Switzerland, especially in sectors
like technology (32%) life sciences (21%), and finance, will be affected.

BacoRas H HRIT Tl 140 HRAT HFURAT, [@3AY &7 I
Wie @Y (32%), Shaer R (21%), 3R &a oy & o,
JHITId BIdiT|




e Reason for Suspension /ﬁﬁia?r hl hIYUT.

* Switzerland cited the Indian Supreme Court ruling in the Nestle case,
which determined that the DTAA could not override India’s Income Tax Act,
leading to higher tax liabilities on dividends.

Eacocls & A¥a AW # AT A FIE & Haa F1 gare
fear, ITadA DTAA T AR & IS FARAIH T FW €T AT
T, fogy ST 9¥ 3% X IAT B/ TS|

* Swiss authorities noted that India’s DTAA interpretation does not align
with their expectations of mutual benefits under the agreement.

o 3Ol o &gl fh DTAA i AR AT sgrEar TAsiia &
I HTTAT AT T 3oTehl UL & 3HTET g1 ¢




e Economic Impact / HfYF IHTT; Swiss investment stocks in India
totaled S35 billion in 2021, while FDI inflows from Switzerland to
India stood at $9.95 billion between 2000 and 2022.

TR H g 9 e 2021 & $35 Rfewa ar, sefh

2000 3iX 2022 & &7 TacoRels & HRT H FDIYarg $9.95
CIGE GRS

* Swiss companies like Nestle, ABB, Novartis, and Credit Suisse are
major investors in machinery, pharmaceuticals, and finance.

aATel, Udldl, ey, mmmé@rmm
aefterdy, mﬁm IR e & e Fous £




* What the Suspension Means / fAdaeT &1 312:The MFN clause ensured
that Indian companies were treated at par with Switzerland’s most-favored
trading partners under the European Free Trade Association (EFTA).

MFNW#WW% HRAIT Ul ol [Tacoels &

T AFd AR Y (EFTA) & G980 3Tl AR ARNERT é?
QAT S Ao

* Suspension of the clause will result in higher tax liabilities for Indian

companies, affectmg their cost of dom$ business in Switzerland.

T Follol & ToloigsT & ARART X AT HT IdT BI9N,
[Eacaitels & 3% IR & &Pt FHIad glef|




6.Government’s Response / GI&HIT T FfafhaT:

6. The Ministry of Finance is expected to engage in bilateral discussions to
resolve the issue and reinstate favorable terms.

fod #ATerg & gfauefir @=t & ACaH @ 58 A H g I IR
37s]eheT 2dl I SgTel el HT 3FHIG &

7. Tax experts believe this move could set a precedent for other countries to
reconsider their tax agreements with India.
Y AT T ATAT & Toh Tg_ hed 3T A H #ART & ATY 3T
Y AN W JATTIR el & fow IRT T Fevell &




» Conclusion / faTs&Y:The suspension highlights the need for India to
renegotiate tax treaties to ensure reciprocal benefits and maintain

mvestor confidence.

Ig folciss IREIRF amer gAafRead Fa 3R s w1
ﬁaamamwﬁaﬁ%rtrawaﬁawmﬁwqaﬁw

el hT TTTHdT S S2ATaT gl

* Resolving the issue is crucial for retaining Switzerland as a key
economic partner.

feaceitels A Teh 9AE A6 HEMER S0 W@ & fAv g
HES Pl GorsTeTl FAgcaor &l




Global Report on Trafficking
iIn Persons 2024



* The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has released its Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024.

 About

* This is the eighth edition of the UN Report. First report was published
in 2009.

* It covers 156 countries and provides an overview of the response to
the trafficking in persons by analysing trafficking cases detected
between 2019 and 2023.



* A 25% rise in the global detection of victims was recorded in 2022
compared to 2019.

2017
2018
2019
2020

2021

2022
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* Child Victims: In 2022, global detections increased 31% compared to

the pre-pandemic levels in 2019, with a sharper increase of 38%
specifically among girls.

Fig. 4 Share of detected child victims of trafficking, by form of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*
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* Majority of Victims: In 2022, 61% of trafficking victims detected worldwide were
female.

e Adults continue to be the most detected age group, and adult females make up
39% of all detected victims.

* At the same time, girls make up a significant 22% of the total detected victims.




* Organised Crime Groups: 74% of the traffickers operated as groups and networks
loosely connected in a business-type criminal relation or as structured criminal
organizations.

* Non-organized criminals account for about 26% of traffickers convicted.

* Trafficking routes: Victims are trafficked globally through an increasing number of
international routes, with African victims trafficked to the highest number of
destinations.




Map.1 Main detected transregional flows, 2022 (or most recent)
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* UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
— It is a global leader in the fight against illicit drugs and international

crime, in addition to being responsible for implementing the United
Nations lead programme on terrorism.

— Established in 1997 and headquartered in Vienna.

— UNODC relies on voluntary contributions, mainly from
governments, to carry out the majority of our work.



Human Trafficking in India
India recorded 10,659 cases of human trafficking between 2018 and 2022.

Maharashtra registered the highest number of cases in the past five years, followed by
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

States like West Bengal and Assam are considered source States while Maharashtra
and Karnataka are destination States.




Protection of Children from Sexual offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012, is a special law to protect children from
sexual abuse and exploitation.

L 2
2

Section 143 to 146 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023 provides penal provisions for various
forms of trafficking in persons, habitual dealing in
slaves and unlawful compulsory labour.



Disease X



The recent outbreak reported in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which

remains unclassified, has raised concerns that it could be an instance
of Disease X.

What is Disease X?

Unknown Threat: Disease X represents the very real possibility of a future
pandemic caused by a pathogen that is currently unknown to science. It’s a
placeholder name for a potential global health emergency.




* Potential Origins: It could emerge from various sources, including
zoonotic spillover (animal-to-human transmission), antimicrobial
resistance, or even bioterrorism.

* Severity: The prediction that Disease X could be 20 times more lethal
than SARS-CoV-2 underscores the potential for devastating
consequences.









India, France, and the UAE have launched “Desert Knight, defence exercise.
About Desert Knight Exercise
Nations Involved: India, France, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Location: Conducted over the Arabian Sea, approximately 350-400 km southwest of
Karachi.
Objective: Strengthen trilateral defence cooperation.

* Enhance combat skills and interoperability among the air forces of the three
nations.







Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



e According to the Global Drowning Statistics 2021, what percentage of

drowning dgaths occurred in low and middle-in\come countries?
af¥ge g9 & 3Mlehs 2021 & IAAR, 39 T &leT dTlell Tohdad

gfaerd #Hid e 3R Je9e 319 arer cat & gs?
e A.75%
B. 80%

C. 85%
D. 92%




* What percentage of child drowning deaths occurred among children

aged under 5in 20217
2021 5 AT § A 37 & dodi H 3o § fohcdal Flard
AT 6‘%’?

* A. 20%
B. 24%

C. 30%
D. 35%




* What is the maximum penalty under Section 69 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita for making false promises of marriage?

ARG a1 Higar $r &RT 69 & dgd AET & FIS dle Hlel
& foT e dd gar a1 §72

* A. 5 years imprisonment or fine / 5 "Il T e AT TTI;HﬁFIT
B. 7 years imprisonment or fine / 7 AT T e AT FATAT

C. 10 years imprisonment or fine / 10 "Il T e ZITQ\_Zl’TI‘I?-lT
D. 12 years imprisonment or fine / 12 HTol $T he IqT Tzlaﬂ‘ﬁlT




Which sculptor was awarded the contract to build the 60-feet bronze statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj?

60 BIC T BAYTd TSl HERIST T HIEA FTAHAT Sellel T Sl fohd HfcTPR
I fear arr?

A. Anish Kapoor / 3Tsfier LS
B. Ram Sutar / TH AR

C. Subodh Gupta / Jaler Ircdr
D. Jaideep Apte / STIAIT 3TCe




» Switzerland suspended the Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) clause with India effective from
which date?

fEaecools & N & AT HaAITtS Hefehel ASC (MFN) TS A 8 drRIT &
gHTEaTr 9 ¥ fAefad & fgam?

e A.lJanuary 1,2024 / 1 SiaY 2024
B. January 1, 2025 / 1 STeTadl 2025
C. March 1, 2024 / 1 AT 2024
D. March 1, 2025 / 1 AT 2025



What is the estimated cost of the new 60-feet statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj?

Aqfd fAaTel HRIST T a5 60 He F= IIAAT H ITATAT AT
forctetr g7

A. X15 crore
B. X18 crore
C. X20 crore
D. X22 crore




The Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024 noted that
what percentage of victims detected in 2022 were female?

ITaFdAT I d&Ry W dRaes RUie 2024 # gl I=m
T 2022 H Thdal giderd Qifsd AT Ar?

A. 50%
B. 55%
C. 61%
D. 65%



* Which exercise involving India, France, and the UAE aims to enhance
trilateral defense cooperation?

AR, rE 3R Fqus & Al A = 3egra Foefr &
TGN I ASTGd hlel I & Wl 57

* A. Desert Knight / 35T¢ TS
B. Blue Flag / S¢] Weler
C. Shakti / erfad
D. Varuna / 9901




* According to the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024, which
continent's victims are trafficked to the highest number of
destinations globallx?

AfFAAl FHI el W ARas RUIC 2024 & @R, fha
Wﬂ‘qﬁqé?tﬁ%ﬁafraf\dqoémwmmFmﬁW
J&hy fomar Srar g7

e A. Africa / 3ThIehT
B. Asia / UTrT
C. Europe / zRTCI'
D. South America / faoT ARSI




. Disease X, a potential future pandemic, could be how many times more lethal than

SARS-CoV-2?
f3olisT Tar, Ueh HTTAad ATTST AGTHANT, SARSCoVZﬁFIFIT-ITﬁI'ﬁFI?ﬁ'?IFIT

3RS T & TAhal &2

A. 10 times / 10 el
B. 15 times / 15 UF-IT
C. 20 times / 20 31?-IT
D. 25 times / 25 UF-IT




Fun Fact



Myth: The
more you
sweat, the
more calories
you burn.

* Burst: Sweat is your body’s way of cooling

down, not a direct indicator of calorie
burn. You can burn calories without
sweating and sweat without burning many
calories.
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