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e According to the Global Drowning Statistics 2021, what percentage of

drowning dgaths occurred in low and middle-in\come countries?
af3ge 39 & 3Mlehs 2021 & AR, 39 T &leT dTlell Tohdad

gfaerd #Hid e 3R Je9e 319 arer cat & gs?
e A.75%
B. 80%

C. 85%
D. 92%




* What percentage of child drowning deaths occurred among children

aged under 5in 20217
2021 5 AT § A 37 & dodi H 3o § fohdal Flard
AT 6‘%’?

* A. 20%
B. 24%

C. 30%
D. 35%




* What is the maximum penalty under Section 69 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita for making false promises of marriage?

ARG A1 Higar $r &RT 69 & dgd AET & F[S dle Hlel
& foT e dd gar a7 §72

* A. 5 years imprisonment or fine / 5 "Il T e AT TTI;HﬁFIT
B. 7 years imprisonment or fine / 7 AT T e AT FATAT

C. 10 years imprisonment or fine / 10 "Il T e ZITQ\_Zl’TI‘I?-lT
D. 12 years imprisonment or fine / 12 HTol $T he IqT Tzlaﬂ‘ﬁlT




/

Which sculptor was awarded the contract to build the 60-feet bronze statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj?

60 e 3=t Bauld RIATe HERIST T HET GTAAT Tollel 1 Seht vl FHfclp
&l e arm?
\

| A. Anish Kapoor / 3Taiter P
B. Ram Sutar / UH LiGIES

C. Subodh Gupta / Jeler Ircdr
D. Jaideep Apte / TIAIT 3TCC




» Switzerland suspended the Most-Favoured Nation (MFN) clause with India effective from
which date?

fEaeools & N & @MY HaAITUS Helehel ASC (MFN) TS A1 {8 drIT &
gHTEar 9 ¥ fAdfad & fgam?

e A.January 1,2024 / 1 SiaY 2024
B. January 1, 2025 / 1 STeTadl 2025
C. March 1, 2024 / 1 AT 2024
D. March 1, 2025 / 1 AT 2025
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What is the estimated cost of the new 60-feet statue of Chhatrapati NAVE]L
Maharaj?

| oAafd fAaTel #ASRIST 1 775 60 He F= IIAAT H ITANAT AT

a1
|
E |
> y Iy I R S S . i ——ay _--------l-llﬂ\n\\\\
| ‘\'
"..-\
A \

A. X15 crore
B. X18 crore
C. X20 crore
D. X22 crore

il T




The Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024 noted that
what percentage of victims detected in 2022 were female?

TadAT I d&Ry W dRaes RUie 2024 H gl I=m
[ 2022 # fohder gfaad difsqd Afgemw Ai?

A. 50%
B. 55%
C. 61%
D. 65%



* Which exercise involving India, France, and the UAE aims to enhance
trilateral defense cooperation?

AR, SrE 3R Jqus & Al A = 3regra Foefr &
TGN I AT hlel I & Wl 57

* A. Desert Knight / 35T¢ T8¢
B. Blue Flag / S¢] Weler
C. Shakti / erfad
D. Varuna / 9901




* According to the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024, which
continent's victims are trafficked to the highest number of
destinations globallx?

AfFAAl FHI TRl W ARas RUIC 2024 & (@R, fha
maaﬁtra:ch%ﬁﬁaf\qumwmmwﬁw
J&hy foRar Srar &7

e A. Africa / 3ThIehT
B. Asia / UTrT
C. Europe / ZR’I'CI'
D. South America / faoT ARSI
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— Toni Morrison, Beloved

“You are your best thing.”
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The Imega
Imdliam
railvway
makeover

Is the Railways’ ¥24,500-cr. modernisation
project signalling the end of the country’s
landmark heritage structures?

What lies ahead for
Syria after President
Assad’s exit?

Sanjay Malhotra:
The new boss at Mint
Street

Rain ruins day one of
third Australia-india
Test in Brisbane
MAGAZINE® PAGE 3 FAQ » PAGE 8
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Police use water
cannons, tear gas
on farmers
crANDIGARE

The

Haryana Poice on
Saturday used tear gas and
sperse

after they attempted to enter
the State as part of their el

Prime Minister says Congress
subverted spirit of Constitution

During Lok Sabha debate on 75 vears of the Constitution. Modi accuses the Nehru-Gandhi family of subversion attempts’;

Constitution is ‘basis of our unity

NEW DELHI

he Consttution is
R S
unity”, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
ln [he Lok Sabha on Samr—

» accusing
and its past governments

Protests
to Kolkata streets
over RG. Kar case

o subvert its
splrll.

Speaking for over an
hour and 45 minutes at the
end of a two-day debate on
the 75-year journey of the

the

tional

ime Minister

KOLKATA any amendments made by
Protest and nd the
ralies seeking justice for the previous vern-

olkata on Saturday, a day
after 2 court gave bad to two.
accused in the case. » PAGE 3

Prents had been done 1o
strengthen the spirit of the
Constitution.
Atr. Modi said that form-
er Congress Prime Minis-
ters had repeatedly raised

by
family. Mr. Modi said chat

he first amene nt to the
Constaion, made to the

* BJP-led government'’s C

NEW DELHL

only

Sharp words: Narendra Modi speaks in the Lok Sabha dunng the discussion on the ‘glorous journey” of the Constitution. #ri

“Your supreme leader

bversion™ of the
doculnen! The Congress’s
first family. having “tasted

Rahul Gandhi
said in the Lok Sabha.

FULL REPORT ON

gbjections to reservations  blood”, chen_repeatedly Indian” about the » PAGE S
the Ci
r. Modi said_

while hix [
the

Georgia
far-right loyalist
as new President
TBaLis:

Georgia's ruling party on
Saturday installed Miknel

Party claimed victory in polis
Peld in October. » PAGE 12

ically
(EWS),

tion that the BjP-led go-
vernment was seeking to
suby the Constitutio

vert nstis n
through a big majority.
with plans to end reserva-
tions in jobs and educa-

Stating the case
The Prime Minister cited
several examples of this:

the imposition of the
Emergency by former
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi; the f the

verdict on post-divorce

an g
that the

ngress was fond of the
“word jumla®, especially
the slogan ~Garibi Hatao
(remove poverty)~, which

had brought them to pow-
er tl the situation of
the poor remained the
same.

ir next generation
i ako into same
game,” he said. Without
nami Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gan sald that an

Cabinet when the Manmo-
han Singh-led UPA govern-

the spirit of the Statute, he says

ment was in

r. Modi emphasised
that leaders like him who

government,
Modi said, had repeal
Article 370 to unify the
country and bring Jammu
and Kashmir under the
ambiz of the Indian Consti-
tution more fully, brought
InGSTtoroll out a “one na-
ton, one 5
along with digital architec:
ture._. health insurance for
the poor, as well as free

food grains.
Mr. Modi ended his
speech by asking paria-

kalps (resolutions). These
include a resolve t ho-
nour the Co: and
not weaponise it political-
ly. a swipe at o
ton campalgn.

S. Korean President
Yoon impeached
over martial law bid

sEouL

cratic South following Mr.
s failed attempt to im-
pose martial ksw on De-
cember 3.
Hundreds of thousands
people took to the
Stredts of the capital Seoul
in rival rallies for and
against Mr. Yoon on

day.
In a televised address
lowing

Out of 300 lawmakers,
204 voted 1o impeach the
President on allegations of
Insurrection while 8S vot-
ed against it Three ab-
staine reas eight
votes were nu.llﬂ')eti

Mr. Yoon has now been
suspended from office
while South Korea's Consti-
tutional Court deliberates
on the vote.

The court has 180 days
to rule on Mr. Yoon's future
and Chief Justice Moon Hy-

votes
were needed for the im-

Protesters gather outsice
Naticnal bly in ol
Saturday. s>

peachment to pass,

opposition lawmakers
needed to convince at least
eight  pariamentarians

People Power Party
(PPP) 1o switch sides.

‘Betrayal of values®

“sincerely
people™.

apologises to the

Cong. should justify’ leadership role in
INDIA bloc as there is ‘disquiet’: Omar

NEW DELHI

Acknowl growing
discontent among INDIA

rtners with the
Congress, Jammu  and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah has asked
the party to justify its lea-
dership role in the alliance.

gested that T
the issue of restoration of

o Jammu and
Rashmir

By virtue of being the

single-largest party in Par-
liament, and
ons of ] Leader of

the [pos
in both the Lok

Ouar (INDIA blocs)

met wirs when the Lok
Sabha results had only
ne out
1

sort of work o
done for the INDIA bloc
oM

R ABDULLAH

tensions within the Oppo-
all; dicating

thxl T infrequent. meetings
ould potentially magnify

Commission accuses Sheikh Hasina of
forced disappearances in Bangladesh

NEW DELSL

1na new turn of events. the
of Inquiry on

snor

“If we had a more regu-
lar process of interaction,
perhaps these smaller irri-

Enforced . Disappearance
set up by the interim go-

tants  wouldn't assume | filed a report on
larger proportions.” he | statingthat it found the “in-
s volvement  of  Ex-PM

He praised former Con- | Sheikh Hasina" in enforced
gress. Sonia indivi-

Gandhi, describing her asa
leader of unparalieled sta-
pposition

the allies because they feel
the Congress is “not
enough to fy i
arn ¥t o to keep It Ghe po-
sition of leading the INDIA
. “That’s something
the Congress might wish <0
consider” he sai
r “Abdullahstressed

the need for sustained inte-
ractions beyond the electo-
ral cycle, noting that the al-
Yance's current approach

appe: and
ineffective.

‘Our existence can't just
be about six months before

Parliament elections. Our
existence has so-

for the INDIA bloc,” he

said.
.

ments suggest

Abdullah’s  com-
underlying

ture within the O

alliance. “She plays an im-
portant role;”
he sald,

r. Abdullah chose not
w© gwe a direct answer to a

made
cluding Sharad Pawar and
Lalu Yadav, in favouring
‘West Bengal Chsef Minister
Mamata Banerjee as the
better leader, but high-
lighted the INDIA bloc's
lack of consistent engage-
ment, waming that the
coalition risked becoming
a mere election-time con-

duals during her tenure.

“The report recommend-
socd wllakann ot amak s
ror outfit Rapid Action Bai

calion that
instrumental in crackdown
againse © nd

n
. The commis-
s

Drawing ire: The commission aid the total number of cases of

during the

came days after the Indian
Forelgn Secretary visited
and u the auth-

rights

sion said it ha:
1.676 cases of disappea-
rances and that the total
number of such cases dur-
ing the Hasina-era could
crass 3.

Earlier in the day, the
authorities arrested four
persons in connection
with ks on the minori-
ty Hindu community on
December 3. -

Dhaka
orittes to =
the attacks on minoritses in
Bangladesh.

The case of violence
against Hindus mvolved a

namganj district, leading
to attacks against Hindu-
owned businesses
places of worship.

085 3,500, =EuTERS

arrested in this incident
are Ali Hossain (19), Sultan
Ahmed Raju (20).
Hossain (3D and Sha
Hossain (20).

tmran
Jahan

‘Offictals involved:
the inquiry, a statement
Fom Chick Advisers Offce

found the prima facie in-
volvement of former Prime
l\llnls!ﬂ Sheikh Hasina

of-

me high-ranki
D |

fictals of security forces
and her in.

gove:
Cluding her defence adivia-

another

plaints received so far.

volvement of former direc-
tor general of the National
Telecommunication Moni-
toring Centre and sacked

ddenxs of enforced disap-

P Sibmitting the report,
the commission's chair-
man said it had detected a

“systematic

avold detection of the cas-
s enforced

disappearances.




MANUFACTURING, ENERGY, CONSTRUCTION DOMINATE BAD LOANS LIST TILLMARCH 2019

Top 100 defaulters accounted for 43%
of total NPAs, over ¥4 lakh crorein total

DHEERAJMISHRA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 14

OVER 43 PER CENT of the total
non-performing assets (NPA) till
March 2019 — Rs 4.02 lakh crore
— was accounted for by just 100
companies and 30 of these bor-
rowers accounted for over 30 per
cent of the gross NPAs — Rs 2.86
lakh crore, aninvestigation by The
Indian Express has revealed.

India’s scheduled commercial
banks (SCBs) had gross NPAs
worth Rs 9.33 lakh crore as of
March 31,2019, the second high-
est ever bad loan amount
recorded after 2018 in the history
of India’s banking system.

The investigation further
shows that the top 100 bank de-
faulters, which includes some of
the country’s biggest companies
fromacross sectors runby promi-
nentindustrialists, had atotal debt
of Rs 8.44 lakh crore till March 31,
2019 and out of this nearly half
was declared asbad loans, or NPA.

Acloser look at the list of the
top defaulters also shows just 15
companies of three sectors —
manufacturing, energy and con-
struction — accounted for over
50 per cent (Rs 4.58 lakh crore)
of the total debt on these 100
companies.

For the first time ever, the list of
top 100 bank defaulters has been
accessed by The Indian Express un-
der the Right To Information Act.
Thislist came after knocking at the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) doors
through multiple RTlapplications
and appeals over a four year pe-
riod since 2019. The matter
reached up to the Central
Information Commission (CIC)
and after multiple hearings, the
central bank disclosed the infor-
mation in November 2023, and
that also only partially.

The total NPAs rose from Rs
3.23 lakh crore as on March 31,
2015 to Rs 10.36 lakh crore as on
March 31, 2018, which was the
highest ever. It then came down

SECTOR-WISE TOP 5 DEFAULTERS

ENERGY/POWER

Limited
M Rattan India Power Limited

MANUFACTURING
M Essar Steel India Limited

M Alok Industries Limited
M ABG Shipyard Limited

As on March 31,2019

Source: RTI reply of RBI,
Company's Annual
Report, ROC filings

in 2019, and further down to Rs
5.71lakh crore ason March 2023,
partly on account of writedowns
undertaken by lenders.

The data accessed under the
RTI Act also shows that top 100
bank defaulters, which may have
changed since 2019, accounted for
an NPA amount of Rs 1.07 lakh
crore ason March 31,2024

The country’s top business gi-
ants from across the sectors —
manufacturing, energy, construc-
tion, real estate, telecom, banking
orfinancialintermediation — con-
stitute the top 100 list of NPAs or
banks defaulters.

In the first part of the investi-
gation, The Indian Express revealed
thatatotal of 82 entities in the list
are at different stages of bank-
ruptcy proceedings, withroughly
about a third having gone the lig-
uidation route, meaning that
banks would have got very little
money backin these cases.

According to the RBI data,

B KSK Mahanadi Power Company Limited
M Prayagraj Power Generation Company

M Jaiprakash Power Ventures Limited

M Lanco Amarkantak Power Limited

M Bhushan Power & Steel Limited

M Videocon Industries Limited

TELECOM

Your RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RTI
APPLICATION

Reliance Communication Limited,
ship building company Reliance
Naval & Engineering Limited and
atleast two subsidiary companies
of Reliance Group, Jaypee Group's
Jaiprakash Associates Limited,
Jaiprakash Power Venture Limited
and Jaypee Infratech Limited,
Infrastructure finance company
IL&FS's IL&FS Financial Services
Limited, IL&FS Tamil Nadu
Power Company Limited,
IL&FS Transportation Networks
Limited & IL&FS Energy
Development Company Ltd., Jet
Airways, Ruchi Soya Industries
(now Patanjali Foods), two com-
panies of the Videocon group,
Jindal India Thermal Power, four

REAL ESTATE/ CONSTRUCTION

M Jaiprakash Associates Limited

M Infrastructure Leasing and Financial
Service Limited

M EPC Constructions India Limited

M ERA Infra Engineering Limited

M IL&FS Transportation Networks Limited

M Reliance Communications Limited

M Dishnet Wireless Limited

M AIRCEL Limited

M Videocon Telecommunication Limited
B GILLimited

) W e
ESTON W

companies of Essar group, five
companiesof infrastructure group
LANCO, Mehul Choksi's Gitanjali
Gems, are among the companies
onthelist.

Whileamaximum —34com-
paniesbelong to the energy sector,
32 companies are from the manu-
facturing sector, 20 construction
orreal estate companies, five tele-
com companies and nine compa-
nies belong to other sectors.

Quantum of debt
Bhushan Power & Steel
Limited tops the list with an out-
standing debt of Rs 41,400 crore
as on March 2019. Essar Steel
India Limited is in second posi-
tion, with an outstanding debt of
Rs 69,360 crore. The company
was later acquired by
Arcelormittal Nippon Steel India
Limited in 2019. The other com-
panies in top 10 are Videocon
Industries Limited with a debt of
Rs 58,052 crore, VOVLLimited (Rs

1,189 crore debt), Jaiprakash
Associates Limited (debt of Rs
36,591 crore), KSK Mahanadi
Power Company Limited (debt of
Rs 21,390 crore), Reliance
Communications Limited (debt of
Rs 46,659 crore), Alok Industries
Limited (debt of Rs 29,569 crore),
Prayagraj Power Generation
Company Limited (debt of Rs
13,767 crore) and Jaiprakash
Power Ventures Limited with a
debt of Rs 23,193 crore.

The top 100 bank defaulters
are listed according to their out-
standing NPAs. In the list, compa-
nies having higher borrowings
may reflect alower NPA amount.

Other known companies such
as Gitanjali Gems Limited is on
13th number, Dishnet Wireless
Limited on 14th position, AIRCEL
Limited on 16th, Jindal India
Thermal Power Limited on 18th,
Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services Limited (IL&FS)
on 21st, Ruchi Soya Industries
Limited on 26th number, Reliance
Naval and Engineering Limited on
30th number, Essar Power Gujarat
Limited on 35th number, Lanco
Amarkantak Power Limited on
40th number, Rotomac Global
Private Limited on 70th number,
Mumbai Metro one Private
Limited on 79th number,
NakshatraBrands Limited on86th
number, Visa Power Limited on
95th number, Rapid Metrorail
Gurgaon South Ltd on 99th and
Gammon India Limited is on the
100th numberin the list.

These companiesareinvolved
in multiple important projects
suchasextraction of crude petro-
leumand natural gas, thermaland
hydro power generation, coal
mining, oil &gasexploration, ship
building, fertilisersetc. Ananalysis
of 2023 debt status of these 100
companies through their annual
reports and Annual Returns filed
with Registrar of Companies
shows that a total of 51 compa-
nies, of which records are avail-
able, still had adebttoRs 3.58lakh
crore by the end of FY23.
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WHERE INDIA STANDS IN BAD LOANS

NPAs as % of loans (gross NPA ratio)

other countries:
latest-available
figures (CY2020)

Source: CareEdge




Why NPAs occur'?

— — —
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\\_ "
Bad Lending Practices ® Competition ® Increm 1l C
When banks neglect When banks compete When internal bank
basic factors like amongst themselves and management like credit
repaying capacity etc. provide unsecured loan policy etc. is affected
@

Overhang Components @ ® Crisis
When environmental factors are When banking sector witness a lower
the cause than average rate of revenues and

profits



What are NPA/ Bad loans?

A non-performing asset (NPA) is a loan or
advance for which the principal or interest
payment remained overdue for a period of

90 days.

What are Writing off of Bad loans/NPA?

Writing off of a loan essentially means it
will no longer be counted as an asset. Banks
generally do it to reduce the level of non-
performing assets (NPAs) on its books.

Recoveryin

Fginza
o . |7 e B
2014-15 5,461 .
2015-16 8,096
2016-17 EERIN  8.680 EEKEDD
2017-18 10,456 EEAE] °
2018-19 19,067 I3
2019-20 24,002 o
2020-21 24,781 CERX

202122 IECE 24130 R
(Total | 517.171 JRYIXFZ] 641.897

Standard Non-performing
Assets Assets (NPA)
T >90 days
delay
Regular | | Stressed
NiL 1-90 days i
del dela
T { Sub- Doubtful Loss |
standard Assets Assets
Assets |
SMA-0  SMA-1 SMA-2 NPA for up NPA for Non
3160 : ; to12 >12 recoverable
cliasy‘s) :;yfo :1:0 months months

delay delay delay

Why do banks write off?

If there is very very low chance of recovery of loan,
banks write off the loan.

After the write-off, the lender moves the defaulted
loan, or NPA, out of the assets side and reports the
amount as a loss.

After the write-off, banks are supposed to continue
their efforts to recover the loan using various
options.

They have to make provisioning as well.

An additional benefit is that the amount so written
off reduces the bank’s tax liability

Write off is different from loan waiver (full
cancellation of loan)



* 43% of Total NPAs/TjI;W*l' NPA &T 43%:

* Top 100 defaulters accounted for X4.02 lakh crore, representing
of the total NPAs as of March 2019.
MY 100 BhIeeA & cm %4.02 T FUS FT ol AT, ST
2019 o Fel NPA ST 43% 3

43%
AT

e Out of this, 30 borrowers contributed to over 50% of the gross NPAs.

=78 & 30 HoEgRT I FT NPAH 50% & Iftew o e

T AT




« Sector-Wise Top 5 Defaulters / &I9dR MY 5 Bwlec;

* Energy/Power Sector

 KSK Mahanadi Power Company Limited

* Prayagraj Power Generation Company Limited
* Lanco Amarkantak Power Ventures Limited

e Rattan India Power Limited

* Lanco Anpara Power Limited

TAS/ATET 8T H ¥ 9HQ FHufar Shicel g




* Manufacturing Sector

* Bhushan Power & Steel Limited
* Essar Steel India Limited

* Videocon Industries Limited

* Alok Industries Limited

* ABC Shipyard Limited

Aegtheraier & A F MY FHufa

NPA & 2

Ao Bl



* Real Estate/Construction Sector

* Jaiprakash Associates Limited

* Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Service Limited (IL&FS)
* EPC Constructions India Limited

* ERA Infra Engineering Limited

* IL&FS Transportation Networks lelted

RIaar veee/fAAT 83 # 92 Bwieey 1A &




2.Telecom Sector
2. Reliance Communications Limited
3. Dishnet Wireless Limited
4. Aircel Limited

5. Videocon Telecommunications
Limited

6. GTL Limited ‘ ‘
collpre &1 H 3 g HUaAr

AT gl . |




3.Quantum of Debt / ol &HT X

3. The largest debt was held by Bhushan Power & Steel Limited, with
outstanding Ioans of 44,400 crore.

a9y T ol mwwr«ﬂwﬁﬁﬁww S %44,400 FUS
oT|

4. Other major defaulters include Essar Steel and Alok Industries.

3g 97T B3hiecyl # TR T 3R el SSEIS AT &




4.Investigative Findings / SITT & fas&y:

4. Most defaults stemmed from manufacturing, energy, and construction
sectors, accountlng for over 50% of the total NPAs.

afﬁwansmmcﬁ—qﬁmﬁw Fall, ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬂ&ﬁfﬁé‘t’ S el
NPA ST 50% & 3faF &

5. Multiple companies face inquiries for alleged mismanagement and misuse of
funds.

$g HAIN W el & GEUAT 3R P T S T e B




Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
gets Jamsetji Tata Award

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Bengaluru, December 14

BIOCON GROUP CHAIRPER-
SON Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
was conferred the prestigious
Jamsetji Tata Award by the
Indian Society for Quality
(ISQ) on Saturday for pioneer-
ing the biosciences move-
ment in India.

"This award holds a very
special meaning to me as it is
named after one of India's
greatest visionaries — a man
whose legacy of excellence,
innovation, and nation-build-
ing continues to inspire us all.
JamsetjiTata's commitment to
quality and his belief in the
transformative power of indus-
try to serve society resonate
deeply with my own journey,"
said Mazumdar-Shaw.

The Jamsetji Tata Award,
instituted in 2004 by ISQ
recognises business leaders
who have made significant
contributions toIndian society.

The Award was announced
atthe ISQ Annual Conference

Biocon Group chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw being
honored by ISQ with Jamsetji Tata Award

2024, held in Bengaluru.
Mazumdar-Shaw received
the award from Janak Kumar
Mehta, President of ISQ and
Chairman and Managing
Director, TQM International.
"This Lifetime achieve-
ment award is being pre-
sented to Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw for being a pioneer in
the bioscience movement in
India since 1978, a first-gen-

eration entrepreneur to
establish Biocon Limited and
associated companies to
serve customers in India and
across theworld,"said Mehta.

Otherdignitaries presentat
the eventwere BMuthuraman,
former Vice Chairman of Tata
Steel and K N Subramanya,
Principal of RV College of Engi-
neering and President of ISQ's
Bengaluru Chapter.

financialext

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Mazumdar-Shaw in 2014
Born Kiran Mazumdar

23 March 1953 (age 71)
Bangalore, Mysore State, India

Alma mater Bangalore University (B.Sc.)
Melbourne University (M.S.)

Occupation Founder & chairperson of Biocon

Spouse  John Shaw
(m. 1998; died 2022)!"112]
Awards Padma Shri (1989)

Padma Bhushan (2005)
Othmer Gold Medal (2014)




1.Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw Receives Jamsetji Tata Award / feRToT Ho[HCR- QI
SARNGSH TET ERR e

1. Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, Biocon Group Chairperson, received the Jamsetji Tata
Award for her pioneering contributions to the biosciences movement in India.

STlhle] FHE 1 AL fHIor ASTHER-AT Sl AR H IrAEEAT
mﬁwmméﬁmaﬂﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁ

fohar T



2.Award Significance / IUFHR T Hgcd

2. The award is named after Jamsetji Tata, one of India’s greatest visionaries, and
honors leaders who have made significant contributions to society and industry.
Ig WEHR FAAAGSH Tl & A7 TR WM I:T 8, St R & FAGlel ?;mm
H & wF ¥, iR I8 FA 3R 3T A Agcaqul ANTEIT &ol arel T3t
I GFATTAT T gl

3. The award reflects innovation, quality, and a commitment to serving society, values
upheld by Jamset;ji Tata.

e REHR_AAMER, Joraet iR TATS Ja1 & 9fa yfaaguar # gfdr &,
ST ST eer & ey




3.Mazumdar-Shaw’s Contribution / W—Qﬁ $T 31T

3. Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw was recognized for her leadership in the biosciences industry
since 1978 and for establishing Biocon Limited to serve customers in India and

loball
%%;Ldaqu %Haﬁmmﬁ 1978 @ 3efh aldcd 3T 8RR
g dRgF T U ATEHT FT JaT1 & T saFhr faffes fr o & v

fopaT aram|
4. The award was presented at the ISQ Annual Conference 2024 in Bengaluru.

Ig [ERN 15Q AT FFAST 2024 H S9Te[® A vare fhar ar|




* Event Details / HIAHHA HI ATHARRIThe award was handed over by
Janak Kumar Mehta, President of ISQ and Managing Director of TQM
International. e
JIEPIT ofelsh HAR AGAT, 1SQ 37ET8T TQM AT &
ST e, ZaRT YeiT T |

* Dignitaries included B. Muthuraman (former Vice Chairman of Tata
Steel) and K.N. Subramanya (Principal of RV College of Engineering).

FRIGH A ol AYAT (9 3UTegeq, gﬁﬁﬂé_\%ﬂ? &. 0.
aﬁsrmqsssﬁﬁaﬁw q IUTHTT
—eﬂ%crﬁ(ﬁ%?m 9| )




* Quotes / R C) G LR
* Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw expressed her gratitude, saying the award

holds special meaning as it reflects Jamset;ji Tata’s legacy of

innovation, nation-building, and serwce
fohRoT ASHACR- QT o 3THN Yehe hid gU el T I8 REDR
daraR, e &t 3R @9t Hr FAAEST erer Hr [/aga A

9T 2|




HOUSE OF TATA @

NUSSERWAN]JI TATA (1s20-1904) DADBHOY TATA
(MARRIED TO JEEVANBAI) (BROTHER-IN-LAW OF NUSSERWAN]I)
JAMSHET|l e————7——
(MAnglgnfﬂngnAl) VIRBAI)I TATA
[ (MARRIED TO BAI:U]I SAKLATWALA)
] d ; L R.D. TATA

RATAN

(1871-1918)

B

N
‘an.
X Yy &

DORABYI

E NOWRO)I (1875-1938)
= | SAKATWALA
(1875-1938)

S L an Sl !
(1859-1932) : RD TATA
NA‘IIAI' (MARRIED TO MEHRBAI) ‘ “Q ,(1904-1993)
? 7 (MARRIED TO THELMA)

RATAN NOEL & ALOO

(1937-2024) (MD, TATA INTERNATIONAL)

o PALLONJI
" “"}.&',,%..’,1.'5-‘;,"“' SHAPOOR]I MISTRY
v (MD, SP GROUP) (BORN 1929)

@

(CHAIRMAN, SP GROUP)
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Jaishankar

thanks Moldova
——— for help during
‘New Chhattisgarh Ukraine crisis

M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI AWARD

TM. Krishna honoured

suPER SUNDAY
NS Sxaane, Head and Smith help

relatively s ﬁnns

govt. aiding the fight’
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at Music Academy
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Australia take charge
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Dissanayvake
kicks off 3-day
Indian visit

NEW DELHI
Sei Lankan President Anuea

Simultaneous polls Bill not in LS list for today

The Constitution (129th A

Bill and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill) were earlier listed for M H

v in the Lok Sabha. but dropped from revised list of

business; government likely to introduce the Bills after concuding discussion on the Constitution and financial business: RS to begin with discussion on supplementary grants

NEW DELHI

cluded the Consti-

tion amendment Bill on
haoldin g simultaneous elec-
Thona o the Lok Sabha and

umana on
Sunday held “fruitful™
discussions with indian leaders
shartly after kick-starting a
three-day wisit. » PAGE &

iz of busimess for nMonday.

indicating that the =il

could be delayed.

e Constitution (129th
Bi

splits, spilling oil
into Kerch Strait

Moscow
A Russian oil tanker carrying
tonnes of il products split
apart during a heawy storm on
Sunday. =piling of irto the
Kerch Strait » PAGE 14

earlier listed for
the Lok Sabha.
indications are that the
Centre will bring the Bills
once the Rajya Sabha com-
tes the discussion on
the Constitution and after

Centre wants to bring the
Bills on Monday, permis-
sion from Speaker Om Bir-

said the general elections
to the House of the People
and all State Assemblies
{rere held simultaneously
in 195152, 1957, 1962 ai
1967

However, due to prema-
ture of some

Rajya Sabha Chalrman

has invted

He said Law Com-
mission, in its 170th report,
suggested that holding sep-
arate elections for State As-

Assemblies in 1968 and
1969, the cycle of holding

polis with
the House of the People
was disrupeed.

an ex-
ception rather than the
Tule.

“There is an imperative
need for hol strul-
Ganecus electiona, given

Kharge for discussions on Monday to end the impasse. ANI

that elections have

mended that the polls be
hel

of business in the Rajya
Sabha. the first tem on the

2024-2025.
Union Finance Minister
*linnala ;Ilh;uamanwﬂ ar
move Appropria-
ton Bills along with the

ment of Representation of
Scheduled Tribes in As-
sembly Constituencies of
the State of Goa Bill, 2024.
atr. Meghwal will move the
Bill.

The Bill enables reserva-
ton of seats in accos

D Articie T2 of 1he oo

stimtlon for “effective de-

In Monday's revised list

e o el

Tribes and 1o provide for
the readjustment of seats™
in the Assembly.

Kharge for talks
in the Rajya Sabha, Chair-

jor business last week as
the BJP members protest-
ed against the alleged links
of the Congress with US.
billionaire George Soros.
The Upper House has
Iisted a debate on the “Glo-
rlous Journey of 75 years of

the Constitution of India~

to speak on the matter
then_

Not co: d: BJD
n Odi: he Biju janata
Dal (850> has decided not
to support the no-confi-
dence motion proposed by
the INDLA bloc against Mr.
Dhankhar_
BJD Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Niranjan Bisi said the
onal party was not con-
sulted by the INDIA bloc
regarding the motion and,
therefore, would abstain
om

would take appropriate
steps only after assessing
the situation.

River sutra

Prayagraj on Sunday. A7

N BN

S T T TR U )

Mela ritwals: Ahead of the Maha Kumbh Mels, sadhus hold a procession on 3 pontocn bridge lasd acrass the Ganga for the festival in

Kejriwal set to contest New Delhi
seat as AAP namees all its candidates

NEW DELSI

candidates for the Delhi
Assembly election.

Party chief Arvind Kejri-
wal will contest from the
New Delhl constituency,
while Chief Minister Atishi
has been repeated from
Kalkaii.

A keen contest is on the

= The AAP has now announced candidates for all 70

seats for the Delhi Assembly elec

aguin, Ssurabh. Bhardwal
Greater  Kailash.

from Nangloi, Mukesh Ku-

mar Ahlawat from Sultan-

pur - Biajra. “Amasnamiish
from

Okhla, and
Eoromer Tioalth Minkter S
tyendar jain from Shalur

B A AAP's secona st

Gelded from Jangpura in-
stead of Patparganj, lead-

ing to speculation that oth-
er senior leaders may also

ve to different consti-
rusencies.

The final list also in-
cludes the name of Posh
Balyan, who will fight lhe
polls from Uttam
His. Balyan is the wife of

esh

replacing siring MLA oo

-mung o X after the
lease of the list, Mr. K.ejrl-
wal said that d

P ation and took a dig
at the BIP.

Israel to double population
in occupied Golan Heights

Eeuters
JERUSALEM

1srael agreed on Sunday 1o
doub

threats from Syria =

moder-
ate tone of rebel leaders
who ousted President
Bashar alAssad a week

ago.

“Strengthening the Go-
lan is strengthening the
State of lsrael, and it is es-
pecially important at this
time. We will continue to
hold onto it. cause it to
m, and settle in i

Israet captured

in 2019, then-President
Donald Trump declared
U.S. support for Israeli so-
wverelgnty over the Golan.
but the annexation has not
been recogn! by most

Netanyahu said in  a

israel captured most of
the strategic plateau from
in the 1967 Six-Day
War, annexing & in 1951
ca
x

a
israel withdraw but Israel

refuses, security
concerns. Varlous
rts have

~The
the country have not dis-

1967 Six-Dary War, annexing it in 1961 455

appeared and the latest de-
velopments in Syria in-
crease the strength of the
threat.” Defence Minister
israel Katz told officials e

pproved a m
iition shekel (311 million>
plan to encourage demo-
graphic growth in the
Golan.

Bhujbal out, Shelar in: 39 Ministers take oath of
office as Fadnavis expands Maharashtra Cabinet

MUMBAL

After days of friction and

Sunday, bringing the Cabi-

from the BJP, 11 from the
Shiv d nine fr.

Sena, an: om
the NCP. There are four
women._

ominent names in-

clude BJP State president
Chandrashekhar

n .
Mushrif. Chhagan Bhujbal

Taddna charme: Sovemor CP. Radhakrishnan with 87 leader

Patil during the

and Dilip Walse Pasil of the
NCP, and Sudhir Munganti-
war and Vijay Kumar Gavit
of the BIP were among
those aid mot get the
call.

Governor C.P. Radhak-
rishna

ceremony on Sundsy. P

marking the first swearing-
i of the Cabinet in the
sute s second capital in 33
= 'l’he swearing
previously ¢ hel.d S the <1:y
during hakarrs

n
Oath of Office and Secrecy
to the new Ministers at the

Bhavan  in Nagpar,

1
The week-long mn:e-
Sesston of the State legisla-
ture will begin in Nagpur

on Monday. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and his
deputies, Eknath Shinde

Ajit Pawar, oath
in Mumbai on December 5,

chance to become Minis-
ters and State Ministers.

representation,” he said.
audic

and other NDA leaders.

Mr. Pawar said those ex-
cluded would be consi-
dered for appointment
during the government’s
five-vear tenure.

~We have decided o al-
low others for two-and-a-
half years, ensuring more
regions and districts get re-
presencation. he sxid ad-
dressing NCP_workers in
Nagpur ahead of the ex-

“We have decided that
during the five-year tenure
of this government, we will
Now Sthers also for twor
and-a-half years. which

means many will get a

Mr. Fadnavis announced
that the newly sworn-in Mi-
nisters will undergo a per-
dit  during

a
their tenure. The Chief Mi-
nister also said that 20 Bills
will be presented during
the Winter Session of the
Legislature, marking what

oveml
sembly election, winning
230 of the 283 se:

MO INTERFERENCE"
»PAGES




Simultaneous polls Bill not in LS list for today

The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill) were earlier listed for Monday in the Lok Sabha, but dropped from revised list of

business; government likely to introduce the Bills after concluding discussion on the Constitution and financial business; RS to begin with discussion on supplementary grants

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
Tment has not in-
cluded the Consti-

tution amendment Bill on
holding simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and
Assemblies in the revised
list of business for Monday,
indicating that the Bill
could be delayed.

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill) were
earlier listed for Monday in
the Lok Sabha.

Indications are that the
Centre will bring the Bills
once the Rajya Sabha com-
pletes the discussion on
the Constitution and after
the passage of supplemen-
tary demands for grants in
the Lok Sabha. Now, if the

Centre wants to bring the
Bills on Monday, permis-
sion from Speaker Om Bir-
la is necessary to introduce
a supplementary list of bu-
siness. The members re-
ceived both Bills after the

Union Cabinet cleared
them last week.
‘Exception not rule’

In the statement on objects
and reasons, Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal has
said the general elections
to the House of the People
and all State Assemblies
were held simultaneously
in 1951-52, 1957, 1962 and
1967.

However, due to prema-
ture dissolution of some
Assemblies in 1968 and
1969, the cycle of holding
polls simultaneously with
the House of the People
was disrupted.

Z

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar has invited Mallikarjun
Kharge for discussions on Monday to end the impasse. ANI

He said the Law Com-
mission, in its 170th report,
suggested that holding sep-
arate elections for State As-
semblies should be an ex-
ception rather than the
rule.

“There is an imperative
need for holding of simul-
taneous elections, given

that elections have become
expensive and time-con-
suming,” he said, adding
that a high-level committee
under the chairmanship of
former President Ram
Nath Kovind too recom-
mended that the polls be
held simultaneously.

In Monday’s revised list

of business in the Rajya
Sabha, the first item on the
agenda after the question
hour and zero hour is dis-
cussion and voting on Sup-
plementary Demands for
Grants — First Batch for
2024-2025.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will al-
so move two Appropria-
tion Bills along with the
Supplementary Grants.

Another Bill listed for
Monday is the Readjust-
ment of Representation of
Scheduled Tribes in As-
sembly Constituencies of
the State of Goa Bill, 2024.
Mr. Meghwal will move the
Bill.

The Bill enables reserva-
tion of seats in accordance
with Article 332 of the Con-
stitution for “effective de-
mocratic participation of
members of Scheduled

Tribes and to provide for
the readjustment of seats”
in the Goa Assembly.

Kharge invited for talks
In the Rajya Sabha, Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar
has invited Leader of the
Opposition  Mallikarjun
Kharge for another round
of discussions to end the
impasse.

The Opposition has
moved a no-confidence
motion against Mr. Dhank-
har alleging that he is
chairing the proceedings
in a partisan manner. The
House did not transact ma-
jor business last week as
the BJP members protest-
ed against the alleged links
of the Congress with U.S.
billionaire George Soros.

The Upper House has
listed a debate on the “Glo-
rious Journey of 75 years of

the Constitution of India”
for Monday. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is likely
to speak on the matter
then.

Not consulted: BJD

In Odisha, the Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) has decided not
to support the no-confi-
dence motion proposed by
the INDIA bloc against Mr.
Dhankhar.

BJD Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Niranjan Bisi said the
regional party was not con-
sulted by the INDIA bloc
regarding the motion and,
therefore, would abstain
from the process.

Former Chief Minister
and BJD supremo Naveen
Patnaik had recently em-
phasised that the party
would take appropriate
steps only after assessing
the situation.



« Bill Dropped from LS List / STThTHAT Hjﬁ o faer g 4

* The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill were earlier scheduled for Monday in the Lok Sabha but were removed from the
revised list of business.

aﬁﬁrr-rﬁzgan Fee) s 3 Fg wfa g Fege (Weue) fadas @t
AAIR & v gdieey fohar arr or afte wenfaa gt & ger e )

* The government is likely to introduce the Bills after completing discussions on the
Constitution and supplementary financial Erants.

TIHR 57 ATt & GfauraT o1 3R fadiT 3gere! & aIRd &del & dlq
U T Hehdll g




2.‘Exception Not Rule’ / ‘[@I# #1g1, 39de’:

2. Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal emphasized that simultaneous elections
to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies were previously held in 1951-52,
1957, 1962, and 1967.

At A3 3ol UH Agarar @ IdAT T kT IR T '
ﬁ%ngmmﬁ% #AT gATT 9ge 1951-52, 1957, 1962 3R 1967
el |

3. Due to premature dissolutions of Assemblies in 1968-69, the practice of
simultaneous polls was disrupted.

1968-69 H famrasT & WHAIYE fawes & FRUT Ig WRT < 5|




* Law Commission’s Recommendation / fafer mater &
fwIREr: The 170th report of the Law Commission highlighted the
need for simultaneous elections to reduce expenses and save time.

fafer 3mater & 1704t RAE & Fordr @ IR q7g T== &
WWW@TWQWWGW@TITWI

* A high-level committee under former President Ram Nath Kovind has
also suggested the implementation of this idea.

qd JSeUTd IHATY Hifde I FETAT H IS ITaEaid
AT o off FHARITR AT Mol T FABIREA T




4.Rajya Sabha Discussions / Il HHAT TT;

4. Discussions will begin on Supplementary Demands for Grants for the

financial year 2024-2025.
2024-2025 A<l a¥ & U 3reTere $r Q& AR W AoI9AT A Tl

A& g1ai|
5. Flnance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will introduce two Ap roprlatlon Bills.

CERGEIRGE GGG EARCIGRIEIREA R )




* Opposition’s Stance / TAY8T &T F&:Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge has been invited for talks by Rajya Sabha

Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar.

TSI & AU FOET 4e@s o fd9eT & 1 Afeehrels
@S F 9T & v ARG AT g

* The BJD has decided not to support the no-confidence motion
against Mr. Dhankhar, claiming they were not consulted.

da8t @ AT yA@s & e A\ JFdrd HT FAYA o
Sl & Ao forar it 3-e s9& amfad i fohar |




6.Next Steps / 31T T gfehaT:

6. The Bills will likely be introduced after concluding constitutional and financial
discussions.

Ol & gdurfas 3R AT g9t & a1 egdr & 9 AT S|

7. Discussions regarding the feasibility, financial implications, and legal framework of
simultaneous polls are expected to continue.

AR Te1d sl cgagridT, T goma 3R #efs e W == IR G
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AIADMK appeals to
Centre to cancel nod
for mining tungsten

CHENNAL

At a meeting of its general

AIADMK presidium chair-
man A Tamilmagan Hus-
sain, adopted 16 resolu-
tions, one of which
criticised M.X. Stalinled

‘DMK deceiving

1t also condemned the go-
vernment over the alleged
deterioration of law and or-

der; and the hike in the
ect

weavers.
The party alleged that
the DMK government with
fafling to maintain water-

ing taken steps to realise
the Godavari Cauvery link
propasal, the Parambiku-
i Aliyar project and the
Pandiyar and Punnampuz-
ha project.
The AIADMK stressed
the -drama” being staged
y the DMK government
over seeking exemption
from the National Eligibli-
ty-cum-Entrance Test. It
the DMK govern-
ment to conduct a caste

of releasing the convicts

languishing in prison for

Committed to eliminating
Naxalism in Chhatti

1((ISg
by 2026, says Amit Shah

arh

Union Home Minister lauds the State govt. and Chhattisgarh Police's efforts in the past year in the
fight against Naxalism, urges Naxals to join the mainstream and contribute to nation-building

RAIPUR

nion, Home Ainis-
| SR
ay Ca
change in government in
Chhattisgarh had provided
momentum o the war
against Naxalism, even as
her relerated iyt
gency would be complete-
15 eradicated by 20:

Award
function at the Police Pa-
rade Gmund Btra; Ea fad
ed the Stat

Lauding efforts: Amit Shah during the presentation of President's

Colour to the

ity forces in the past one
year, even as he provided a
iew of stacistics to high-
light some of these
breakthroughs.
“The Chhattisgarh Pol-
ice have secured a signifi-

over 20 years, and protect | cant achievement in the
those belonging to the | fight against Naxalism in
Castes. the past one year.. 287

The party the
deaths of senior Congress | around 1,000 were arrest:
leader ENVK. ed and 83 in
former Karnataka ChicE MI. | the past one year in the

Yechury, among others.

which reflects the
added to the
Naxalism.

State,
momentum
T

Fourteen top cadres (of

The Chhattisgarh Police
have secured significant
achicvemnent in the fight
against Naxalism

AT SHAN

T Mineter

Naxalites) were neutralised

in the past one year in the
State.” he said.
“The State le: p.

have taken a pledge and

Police in Raipur on Sunday. #T1

the Government of xndn is
also committed to

Pledge. Together, we will
completely eradicate Nax-
alism from Chhattisgarh
before March 31, 2026. We
all are committed to free
Chhattisgarh  from  the
clutches of Naxalism be-
fore March 31, 2026 the
Home Minister had earlier

pointed out how the force

recelving it in less than 25
Fasnvaxs departure from
the usual trend. He said
that in 1951, the first Presi-
dent’s Police Colour was
awarded to the Navy and a

Dissanayake holds
fruitful talks with
Jaishankar, Doval

s-a 00 fnce: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Sr Lankan

NEW DELHI

Sri Lankan President Anu-

T Chharris-
garh police’s dedication.
sacrifice and cour: " he
said.

“Best surrender policy”
Atthe Ralpur event, and Ia-
ter at the closing ceremony
of the Bastar Olympics
2024 in Jagdalpur, Mr.
Shah remaining Nax-
als to lay down arms, join
the mainstream, and con-

rles of reintegration into
soclety.

ra Kumara on

Sunday held “fruitful” dis-

cussions with External Af-

fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
National

1t is Mr. Dissanayake’s
first forelgn trip after as-

ranging talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday that is expected to
focus on boosting bilateral

relat
Ing to overall bilateral l‘les
including ways to expand

in Sunday. s

mrssegie ties begween the
two neighbouring nations

are believed to have
New Delhi has been
maintaining that the deve-
lopment of the two coun-
“int ed™,

ussions
tonight with @DrSjaishan-
kar and Shri Ajit Doval on
matters of mutual inter-

= Mr. Dissanayake sald

in a post on X.
in the delegation-level
talks betw Mr. Modi

Zakir Hussain

Tabla maestro
Zakir Hussain
admitted to
U.S. hospital

Tabla maestro Zakir Hus-
sain has been admitted to
the ICU of a San

Morocco welcomes Indian defence
companies to set up production units

NEW DELHI

Morocco is emerging as a
springboard for India’s am-
Ditions 10 Expand s foot
int iIn for defence
exports. mxcmng Morocco
as a gateway to Africa and
Europe for Indian compa-
nies, Abdeltif Loudyi, Mo-
rocco’s Minister Delegate
to the Head of the Govern-
ment, and In-Charge of Ad-
ministration of National
Defen(e. said they
lke ~to ‘offer state-of the-
2% cxl et ao B
a

hospital with heart-related
problems, his friend and
flautist Rakesh Chaurasia
sasd on Sunday.

Thi 70 yame S WS-
musician, who has
taken the labla m > the glo.
bal stage, having
Dioad eemte s, 8%
ded Mr. Hussain's manager
Nirmala Bachani.

“He has been admitted

for lﬁdum defence
com;

Mamoeo and India en-
Joy excellent bilateral rela-
tions.

g every
Potential to pursue their

positive momentum In va-
Fious fields, including de-
fence” Mr. L ad-

Stronger ties: Officials at the first edition of the India-Morocco

Defence industry

two countries, the Indian
Embassy in Morocco, and
the Soctety of Indian De-
fence “we

held in Rabat.

centre of attention as a de-
fence development hub,
and opened up promising

im of gradaally bullding
strategic autonomy,”
obse_rved

ar offered op-
pumn-unes Tor Joint ven-

“Presentations by Mo-
roccan officials empha-
sised the country’s inves-
tor-friendly climate; free
zones, including the Atlan-
tic Free Zone;
tives for x‘onelgn invest.
ments. indian
delegation also visited the
Atlantic Free Zone. gaining

under-

syl fis Maroctn; she

strengthen the historic ties
between Morocco and In-
dia, two emerging econo-
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h
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ter observed.
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Facing flak, West Bengal
Minister says he is secular

KOLKATA
Under fire for his remarks
that Mushims become

majority, West Bengal Mi-

nister Firhad Hakim said

on Sunday that he is a secu-

Lar person and will remain
wll death.

i S secibr parmom

and will die as a secular

Kunal Ghosh came in de-
fence of the party col-
league and said Oppasition

pushers, migrant w
hawkers, it is better to have
two children as teachers

Gongress leader going by
same and MLA
from Hharatpur Humayon
Kabir said that Mr. Hakim
ead “Koran and

"Which <o
majority and v.m-.h

b i
o the will of AlLah and it &5
stupid of either of Firhad
Hakim and Humayun Ka-
bir to comment on such
matters.” the Bharatpur

suited the attempt at polar-
isation which the Trina-
mool and the RJP have
been trying to create in the

of a “setting™~

po-
larise Muslim votes and
BJP Hindu votes, and the
political status quo  will
continue in West Bengal,”

Congress leader said.
CPI(M) state secretary Md.

to a hospital in San Francis- :gmllur held in Rabat on said the between ADN and fined petroleum, vehicles, leaders “misinterpreted doct ‘Wouldn't itbe Salim said that Mr. Firhad
co for a heart-related pn) mber 9 and 10, su)d launch of the strats TASM is part of a broader and vartous chemicals. In- and twisted™ his remarks. better to be a police officer Hakim's !exnarl: were an

m  for ]anll)' organises fence industry project drive to develop Morocco's  dia is the largest buyer of | Mr. Ghosh said Mr. Hakim  like me?~ he said_ attempe creating
weeks,” the manager sald_ Defence Ministries of IM lacy rocco  at  the defence industry, with the m was speaking about uplift Another “Trinamool -majonmnamm-
‘Manmohan Singh believed India would never accept a Sikh PM’ Justice Yaday

may appear
Conmrts: umufer: shalate ' SN S pekne ministers 1t while Ms. Gandhi was “on  na Hazare-led agiation un- | before SC
NEW DELHI -am Kesri. ‘was a rel of the long- holi n the Kausa der the bz.nne: of “India %
M.lnuu emhusmuul trauma inflicted on hills~, she had given the Corruption’, Mr. Co[]eglum

Six years before taking Iy my the sikh the “vague pression” that Alyar's book Is an insider’s
oath of office, Manm. that 1 meet Doctor (Mﬂn she was considering mak-  account of the political tur-

ter, Congress an Mani
Atyar has revealed
i his memoir.
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hi to make to him the offer
of the seat (Calcutta North-
‘west) on behalf of the Tri-
namool e > he

Congress,

writes, adding. he had Ms.

Banerjee’s authority to off-

er Dr. Singh the Prime Mi-
if

Politics, by J
gernaut Books, Mr. luya.r

recalls the time when he
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to join the Trinamool
% .

anuary 1998, during
M.r A:y:rs rief stint with

induct Dr. Singh, who had

er exp! his “huge

atisfaction™ with the
cm @

prevailed in the country

. ctation was

chance that he might say
“yes nothing  pre-
pared me for the answer 1
actually recefved. After lis-

tening to me patiently, he
shook his head and almost
urnfull) replied. “This
will never accept a

bly say
n off

Sikh pogrom in Delhi and
elsewhere during the first
few days of Rajiv’s (Gandhi)

rso-
nally, 1 was of the view that

premiership,” Mr. Alyer
I bz e iy ed to
e Manmohan Singh to jein Trnameol Cangress. N, SARATH
‘Pranab as PM"
The Congress veteran re- United Progressive Al never te recovered
counes his early years in  liance-1l government, the  physically. It slowed him
= negotiating ~ 83-year-old says he showed up
Through the tenure of late  lieves Dr. Singh should  in governance. As for
Prime Minister PV. Nara- have been elevated to the re was no official
simha role of India in
equa(lons ith the Gand. 2012, and Pranab Mukher. Congress president's (So.
his, Rahul Gand- been made ) th when
hi; and eventually fading the Prime Minister. she ook il ar about
out from the party (the “In 2012, the Prime Mi-  same time as the Prime Mi-
phase from 2016-2024). nister (Or. Singhy under-  nister” Mr Alyar
aboutthe “stasis  went operations for multi- ukherjee as
‘passes.

in governance” during the

ple coronary by . He

He 'quotes M
saying in his memoir that

Pranal should
Fas baies given the reins
of the wrmnenl and Dr.
Manmohan S|
to Premdiont of e when
the office of Rashtrapati
presented an o n.ing in
2012,

- Mr. Alyer wri

From ralking "about his
ife meltdown in
the wake of a series of al-
leged scams during UPA-IL

bulence the Congress en-
countered between
and 2014.

“The Minister of Home
Affairs, PC (P. Chidamba-
ram) who initially refused
Anna Hazare permission to
conduct his fast in the Ram
Lila grounds, eventually

ion Ministers went to Delhi

10 recefve the priv-
ate alrcraft of Baba Ram-
dev. the highly contraver-
sial who was
supporting Anna Hazare,”
M Alyer writes.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Justice Shekhar Kumar Ya-
a Vishwa Hindu Parishad

(VHP) function, Is likely to
appear before me Su-

preme Court Collegium
Soon @ explain his stand
onthe controversy.

The top
cember 16 took note of
news reports and sought a
report from the Allahabad
High Court.

Supreme Court sources
said Justice Yadav is likely
to be asked to appear and
put forth his version as per

estab praci
amx

—+




Morocco welcomes Indian defence
companies to set up production units

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Morocco is emerging as a
springboard for India’s am-
bitions to expand its foot-
print in Africa for defence
exports. Pitching Morocco
as a gateway to Africa and
Europe for Indian compa-
nies, Abdeltif Loudyi, Mo-
rocco’s Minister Delegate
to the Head of the Govern-
ment, and In-Charge of Ad-
ministration of National
Defence, said they would
like “to offer state-of-the-
art environment, zero bu-

reaucracy, and profitability
for Indian defence
companies”.

“Morocco and India en-
joy excellent bilateral rela-
tions based on mutual res-
pect, and have every
potential to pursue their
positive momentum in va-
rious fields, including de-
fence,” Mr. Loudyi said, ad-
dressing  the  India-
Morocco defence industry
seminar held in Rabat on
December 9 and 10, and
jointly organised by the
Defence Ministries of the

Stronger ties: Officials at the first edition of the India-Morocco
Defence industry seminar held in Rabat. Xx@SIDMINDIA

two countries, the Indian
Embassy in Morocco, and
the Society of Indian De-
fence Manufacturers. “We
want you in Morocco; we
will support you,” he said.

This seminar can only
strengthen the historic ties
between Morocco and In-
dia, two emerging econo-
mies with growing strateg-
ic cooperation in the
defence sector, the Minis-
ter observed.

Mr. Loudyi said the
launch of the strategic de-
fence industry project
placed Morocco at the

centre of attention as a de-
fence development hub,
and opened up promising
prospects for investors in-
terested in the defence and
high-tech sectors, as de-
monstrated by the new
strategic partnership
signed between the Na-
tional Defence Administra-
tion and the Tata Group,
aimed at local production
of the WhAP 8x8 ground
combat vehicle. “The part-
nership between ADN and
TASM is part of a broader
drive to develop Morocco’s
defence industry, with the

aim of gradually building
strategic autonomy,” he
observed.

The seminar offered op-
portunities for joint ven-
tures, technology sharing,
and procurement potential
for Indian defence compa-
nies in Morocco, officials
said.

“Presentations by Mo-
roccan officials empha-
sised the country’s inves-
tor-friendly climate; free
zones, including the Atlan-
tic Free Zone; and incen-
tives for foreign invest-
ments. The Indian
delegation also visited the
Atlantic Free Zone, gaining
a comprehensive under-
standing of Morocco’s in-
dustrial landscape,” the
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers said on so-
cial media platform X.

Bilateral trade between
India and Morocco was ap-
proximately $4.1 billion in
2023, with major exports
from India including re-
fined petroleum, vehicles,
and various chemicals. In-
dia is the largest buyer of
phosphate from Morocco.
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Capital

Largest city

Official languages

Spoken
languages
(2014)2]

Foreign
languages

Ethnic groups

Religion
(2020)I€1

Demonym(s)

Government

* King
* Prime Minister
Legislature

 Upper house
* Lower house

Rabat

o 34°02'N 6°51'W
Casablanca

s 33°32'N 7°35'W

Arabic - Tamazight

92% Arabic

— 91% Moroccan Arabic
- 0.8% Hassaniya Arabic
26.0% Berber languages
— 14.1% Tashelhit

— 7.9% Tamazight
 4.0% Tarifit

Frenchl®! - English -
Spanishl®!

See Ethnic groups

99.6% Islam (official)
—99.23% Sunni

. 0.45% Shia
0.3% Others

— 0.13% Agnostics
— 0.10% Baha’is

— 0.09% Christians
— 0.01% Jews

Moroccan

Unitary parliamentary semi-

constitutional monarchyl!’]
Mohammed VI

Aziz Akhannouch
Parliament

House of Councillors
House of Representatives

Establishment

» |drisid dynasty
* 'Alawi dynasty
(current

dynasty)
* Protectorate
established

* Independence

Area
- Total

» Water (%)

Population

» 2024 estimate
» 2024 census

* Density

GDP (PPP)
* Total
* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total
* Per capita

Gini (2015)

HDI (2022)

Currency

788
1631

30 March 1912

7 April 1956

446,550 km?
(172,410 sq mi)l°! (57th)
0.056 (250 km?)

37,493,183/°] (38th)
36,828,330!"°!
79.0/km? (204.6/sq mi)

2024 estimate
A $396.685 billion!'"l (56th)
A $10,6150111 (120th)

2024 estimate
A $157.087 billion!'"] (61st)
A $4,203[1] (124th)

40.3012]
medium inequality

4 0.698!"3
(120th)

Moroccan dirham (MAD)



1. Morch)_cco as a Strategic Gateway / AR THh WHIade Aead &
™Y

1. Morocco is positioning itself as a hub for Indian defence exports, acting as a
sprlngboard to Africa and Europe.

AR o WA 8T H3Td & fT 3nhier 3 J0T & 9aer gar
& & H HTeAT HfADT TAAT T g

2. Morocco aims to provide a state-of-the-art environment, zero bureaucracy,
and profitability for Indian companies.
AR o e JIAUT, JATH AlRIAET IR TSRS ardra<or

SeTeT el I TS 3@l &1




2.India-Morocco Defence Relations / HRd-HAIFhT T&TT Y

2. Moroccan Minister Delegate Abdelfit Loudyi highlighted the importance of
strategic cooperation in defence.

HARFHT & FA oA ST o7 & H 0T {dh NN & Hecd
¥ ST e

3. The seminar, held in Rabat (December 9-10), was organized by the Moroccan
Defence Ministries, Indian Embassy, and the Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers (SIDM).

W A AT 30 ATAAR &l FARGRI BT AT, AR Sdrard
@ﬁ%ﬂﬂ?—ﬁﬂ TeqT fAATT HAEE (SIDM) @RT I &9 4 3-11'}@?[
IT|




* Technology Sharing and Production Units | dheitehT HIETE\'I'ﬂ' 3
Jcqlqel $hIgAT.Morocco invited Indian companies to set up local
productlon units and share technology to boost defence cgoperation.

ARTFR! o7 ARAT HAAAl Pl T 3G FHISAT T o
ﬁaﬁﬁa@aﬁ%ﬁmmﬁaﬁml

« WHAP 8x8 combat vehicles will be produced locally through a partnership
with the National Defence Administration and Tata Group
WHAP 8x8 HIFde dIgel T 3cUlead TATHT T W FTQI?IH feha
usfAfAeeersT 3T 2T §Hg & a1y @siei # fhar e




4.Investment-Friendly Climate / f@der & 3Helchel dTATAIOT:

4. Moroccan officials emphasized the investor-friendly climate with free zones
I|ke the Atlantlc Free Zone and incentives for foreign investments.

HIeen! o JTUHINAT o IHeaArfed B AT arar 3R facel faaer
QS%IFEI’I_HE?IT oY SR feam|

5. Bilateral trade between India and Morocco stood at $1.4 billion in 2023, with
India m;fg)rtmg phosphates petroleum, vehicles, and chemicals.

S afaueir samR 2023 #F $1.4 RfewT @
ﬁmfram?r?rwm Yo dH, g« 3 WA AA1d o)




5.Future Prospects / HTaST &Y HHATIATT:

5. Morocco’s strategic initiative is expected to open new opportunities for
Indian companies in the defence and high-tech sectors.
ARG T (0Teldeh Ugel HARAIT hafedl o fow 36T 3R grs-ea
&l A AT AT UGlel hil|

6. The partnership aims to create a defence development hub in Morocco,
enhancing local production capabilities.

TSIERT T 36T ARG H Tdh 8T fh s doar 3 Ta=T

3cUIGe &THAT3N I AT el ¢l




‘Manmohan Singh believed India would never accept a Sikh PM’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Six years before taking
oath of office, Manmohan
Singh believed that the
country would never ac-
cept a Sikh as Prime Minis-
ter, Congress veteran Mani
Shankar Aiyar has revealed
in his memoir.

In the second volume of
his memoir A Maverick in
Politics, published by Jug-
gernaut Books, Mr. Aiyar
recalls the time when he
tried to persuade Dr. Singh
to join the Trinamool
Congress.

In January 1998, during
Mr. Aiyar’s brief stint with
the Trinamool, he suggest-
ed to Trinamool supremo
Mamata Banerjee that she
induct Dr. Singh, who had
earlier expressed his “huge
dissatisfaction” with the

Congress under the late
Sitaram Kesri.

“Mamata enthusiastical-
ly endorsed my proposal
that I meet Doctor (Man-
mohan Singh) Sahib in Del-
hi to make to him the offer
of the seat (Calcutta North-
west) on behalf of the Tri-
namool Congress,” he
writes, adding, he had Ms.
Banerjee’s authority to off-
er Dr. Singh the Prime Mi-
nistership, “if confusion
prevailed in the country
again”.

“My expectation was
that he would probably say
‘no’, but there was an off
chance that he might say
‘yes’. But nothing pre-
pared me for the answer I
actually received. After lis-
tening to me patiently, he
shook his head and almost
mournfully replied, ‘This
country will never accept a

Sikh as prime minister.” It
was areflection of the long-
lasting trauma inflicted on
the Sikh community by the
country’s armed action in
the sacred premises of the
Golden Temple and the
Sikh pogrom in Delhi and
elsewhere during the first
few days of Rajiv’s (Gandhi)
premiership,” Mr. Aiyer
notes.

‘Pranab as PM’
The Congress veteran re-
counts his early years in
politics; negotiating
through the tenure of late
Prime Minister P.V. Nara-
simha Rao; his changing
equations with the Gand-
his, especially Rahul Gand-
hi; and eventually fading
out from the party (the
phase from 2016-2024).
Talking about the “stasis
in governance” during the

tATURE
A

'HRIST

| ——.

A

In his memoir, Mani Shankar Aiyar recalls the time when he tried to

persuade Manmohan Singh to join Trinamool Congress. M. SRINATH

United Progressive Al-
liance-II government, the
83-year-old says he be-
lieves Dr. Singh should
have been elevated to the
role of President of India in
2012, and Pranab Mukher-
jee should have been made
the Prime Minister.

“In 2012, the Prime Mi-
nister (Dr. Singh) under-
went operations for multi-
ple coronary bypasses. He

never quite recovered
physically. It slowed him
down and this showed up
in governance. As for the
party, there was no official
announcement about the
Congress president’s (So-
nia Gandhi) health when
she took ill at about the
same time as the Prime Mi-
nister,” Mr. Aiyar notes.

He quotes Mukherjee as
saying in his memoir that

while Ms. Gandhi was “on
holiday in the Kausambi
hills”, she had given the
“vague impression” that
she was considering mak-
ing Dr. Singh the “presi-
dential nominee”.

“The choice of Rashtra-
pati: Manmohan Singh or
Pranab Mukherjee. Perso-
nally, I was of the view that
Pranab Mukherjee should
have been given the reins
of the government and Dr.
Manmohan Singh elevated
to President of India when
the office of Rashtrapati
presented an opening in
2012,” Mr. Aiyer writes.

From talking about his
wife Suneet’s meltdown in
the wake of a series of al-
leged scams during UPA-II
to his own assessment of
the Singh government’s
mishandling of the chal-
lenges, particularly the An-

na Hazare-led agitation un-
der the banner of ‘India
Against Corruption’, Mr.
Aiyar’s book is an insider’s
account of the political tur-
bulence the Congress en-
countered between 2009
and 2014.

“The Minister of Home
Affairs, PC (P. Chidamba-
ram) who initially refused
Anna Hazare permission to
conduct his fast in the Ram
Lila grounds, eventually
caved in and the Ram Lila
grounds became ‘ground
zero’ for a much-publi-
cized agitation. I think the
lowest point in UPA-II’s
reign was when three Un-
ion Ministers went to Delhi
airport to receive the priv-
ate aircraft of Baba Ram-
dev, the highly controver-
sial ‘gopdman’ who was
supporting Anna Hazare,”
Mr. Aiyer writes.




1.Manmohan Singh's Belief / A#IgeT ﬁ%’ Y ETROT:

1. Six years before becoming Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh believed that
India would never accept a Sikh as PM.

TUTHAT Sl § O ATl Ugel, HAeIAlgd g HI fa2ard a1 foh #HRAT
F3N @ TN F TSR AT HLIm|

2. This belief was shaped by the trauma following the events like the Golden
Temple incident and anti-Sikh riots in Delhi during the 1980s.

Jg YROT T AfeX gear 3K 1980 & 3 H feodl # AW
ﬁﬁ%ﬂaﬁasqwcra?ﬁzm




2.Proposal to Join Trinamool Congresslw HAT H A gl &I 9E&d1a:

2. In 1998, Congress veteran Mani Shankar Aiyar proposed Manmohan Singh’s name
to join Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress.

1998 H, HIUAH AT AT YFT AT @ HAT Teloll HT JoIHT FET H
HAAIGT THg ol A gl &l 9&dia el

3. Dr. Smgh expressed huge dissatisfaction at the time and remarked, “India would not
acce t a Sikh PM.”

J 39 AT AW cTaFd hid gU T 2T, “URT HHT AT
WWW%‘?W/’




3.Pranab Mukherjee as PM Candidate / 90T« ﬂ!ﬂ?ﬁ QeTAHAT 9g & 3FHICAR:

3. Aiyar writes about the Congress's internal discussions regarding choosing Pranab

I\/Iukheéree over Dr. Singh durlng critical political periods (2012).
forar T T & $s a1 Yuid AWl &l JUHHAT U &

SFGAR & ¥ H ofol &7 T g5 N

4. Pranab Mukherjee was considered a strong choice to lead the government,

especially when Manmohan Slngh S health slowed him down.
YOI HWoll I THR FI dAdcd, A & [oT Teh ASgd 3FHGar AT
AT AT, WEFT S AR 1&g T Jgd W HAT 92|




4.UPA-Il Challenges and Criticism / JHC-gfacdir wrIFTer 6 W

4. Aiyar reflects on the political turbulence faced by the Congress between 2009-2014,
includin c,__%the Anna Hazare agitation.

2009-2014 & &I FHAF HIHR & FHA 3T Aol gAladr
wmﬁo—m SEa 3T §oIR JTGgIdeT AT A 2T

5. He cites the handling of incidents such as Baba Ramdev’s protest as low points of
governance during UPA-II.
3eglel d16T THCT & YEA S UcaAshaAl I JHT-GAdT & Rl i
Y&l ddrdr|
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Lok Sabha defeats Rajva
Sabha in cricket match

Ina friendly cricket match organised o create

awareness of tuberculosss, Lol

k Sabha S

Gefeated Rajya Sabha Chairman X1 by 73 runs in

and Minister Ram

w got the
best bowler and best fielder, respectively.

India seeks strong subsidy
rules for high seas fishing

lndla has pitched at the Worl

Trade
rganization (WTO) for stricter regulations

e st by o

noted that It provides a

camiries that are engaged

2 modest $35 per fisher

annually, compared to subsidies as high as
$76,000 per fisher per year in some European
rical

nations. India also suggest
should seek

ed that

histos
ofthe

mmittee on Fisherses Subsidies for grant of

on Rules (Fisheries subsidies), which are going

onin Geneva.

Listening to music helps us discover
the art within: Justice Muralidhar

Carnatic vocalist T.M. Krishna esented with The Hindu Sa itz
Conference and Concerts of the Music Academy:

ustice S. Muralidhar

rexd). former Chief

Justice of the Orissa
High Court, on Sunday sal
that to discover the art
“within each . we
must be prepared to lét the

Jjoying it in the present mo-
ment.” he said.

Speaking at the inaugu.
ration of the 98th annual

choices clear — musically
and politically. He was pre-

He had a precedent in -MS
Amma, made

clear cnuxageaus
choices,” Justice Muralid-
har said_

Her opting to sing Ta-
mizh Isai earned her a five-
year ban from this Acade-

Kalanidhi M.S. Subbulakshmi Award at the annual

singer says award is a blessing. and carries with it a responsibility

Migh henour: Justice S. Muraicdhar (retd), former Chief Justice of the Orizsa High Court, presents The Hindu Sangita Kalanichi
M.S. Subbulakshemi Award to Carnatic vocalist TM. Krishna at the Music Acaderty in Chennasi on Sunday. N. Murak, President, Music

my. Thankfully. it made
amends and honoured

presented with The Findi

Kalanidhi  M.S.
Sa mi Award, in
his speech, said he was
blessed to recefve an award

a concentrating mind, but

Academy, and Camatic singers Bombay Jayashr Ramnath and S. SOWmya e present. = REVNCRAN

with my very being, my
tife, my all. 1 thank The Hin-
du for reposing that res-
ponsibility on me,” he said

Sabha c
With so much happening
in the virtual universe, Mr.
Krishna said, “We have for-
gotten Carnatic music's
sabha culture~

“I'was told by many pro-
minent musicians that bet-
ween June a

at various stages in their
musical career. The small-

sitas and rise in the profes-
sion. This has
reakened and this should
worry all of us,” he said.
N Murali, President of
me Music Amdem). said
uralidhar was
wldely l’espEcled for his in-

this year, there wete hardly
any sabha concerts. The
sabha network is a unique
feeder system

tegrity,
dition, incisiveness, disd—
pline above all, a
self-effacing nature.

seur of Carnatic music and

had made time to attend
concerts during the sea-
son.

On Mr. Krishna, he said
that the singer gave his first
concert at the age of 12 in
1988 during the Academy’s
Spirit of Youth seres.

His musical career had
been truly a voyage of ex-
ploration and within the
confines of the Carnaric
wone, he added.

Carn. ists Bom-
bay Jayashri and S. Sow-

could be presented
to Mr. Krishna at the Sadas
on January 1.

Ram temple
gets award
from British
Safety Council

NEW DELHI

The Ram Temple project in

ommittee of Shri

hnmbhoonu Teerth Kshe-
a Trust, on Sun,

Ar. Misra sald the Sword

ment are

eligible to enter

for the Sword of Honour

ble for the construction of
temple were also
awarded ‘Golden Troph;
the National

sures taken in the con-
struction of Ram Temple,”
he sasd.

Mr. Misra sald the con-
struction of the first and se-
cond floors, mncluding the

‘Shikhar~ (mp) ofthe tem-
ple along with other signif-
icant tempiles has entered

1ast phase.

The construction is like-
Iy to be completed by June
2025.

Jaishankar thanks Moldova for helping
Indians during the Ukraine crisis

1n. n y expressed
appreciation for the sup-
at Moldova extend-

o ek sl ot b
Februa . India’s ap-
preciation. was conveyed
External Affairs Minister

S. Jaishankar at an event
heid here, where the Em-
bassy of Moldova was offi-
cially inaugurated in the
resence of Deputy Prime
Minister and For M-
nister of Moldova Mihail

sut
Moldova extended cru-
clal help during the Opera:
ton Ganga to evacuate the
very large number
Indian

port to the Indian clizens
in Ukraine who faced a se-

vear butr Mr. Jaishankar
and Mr. Popsol on Sunday
unveiled the offictal insig-
nia, thereby formally in-
auguraring it.
Address!

ign office consulta-
tion after a gap of 21 years

Embauy amgp..g.h: o et rae b oo D £11

rious threat whgn Russian

forces began the ‘special
military operation” against
Ukraine. Opera

ion Ganga
et startadio airtft indis
students and

ofthe

nounced that India would
open an embassy in

Moldova, which is located
ina

olitical _en-

Centre launches Jalvahak scheme for
cargo movement via inland waterways

NEW DELSHL

The Centre on Sum
launched the Jalvahak
cheme to boost long-haul

cargo movement via intand
waterways.

The srllexne incentivises
cargo transport on ‘lanon
al Waterways 1 (Ga
(Brahmaputra), and 16 (Ba
rak) and provides an op-

rade

terways with positive eco-
nomic value proposition.
Union Minister fi

w Sarbananda Soncwal, Minister for Ports, Shipsng.
and waterways, flags off cargo vessels in Kolkata on Sunday. 7
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maputra), the Ministry said

who were based i Uk-
te,

dian citizens in Ukraine
jwere evacuated with the
help

land. Romania,

AMr. jaishankar also an-

part of eastern Europe,
Rave a “shared vision of
the world that ues
peace, understanding and
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The Embassy of Moldo-
va has been operating out
of New Delhi for around a

pPopsol.
“Despite _geographical
distance and different tra-
ia
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and understanding.” he
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Sarbananda Sonowal said.

He fla off cargo
ships MV AAL MV Homi

along with two d barg-
es Ajay and Dikhu the
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14 Say. perfect partners splitting the fee regularly (5)

1S Part of group accepting Republican (8)

18 Stall near house finally sheltering anema

20 Mast online clamns rejected: “incorrect” (3.2)

23 Principal setter's coliection of documents (7)

25 Americans in Civil war are those getting pulled? {7}

26 Adds digits without mistake essentially [S)

27 King inviting head of excavators near a pit to have
anct 27

28 Oscar led child sway, leaving cold, walled city in India
3.5)

29 Customs in America taking a very long time {6}

Down

Vagrant man in tears, getting leftovers (8]
Different route connecting North and South of

8

3
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- #t's free of charge (7}
Printer to remove contents of book in comic genre {9}
Very gentle woman losing ring, made s courtroom drama
53]
Horse circling whixe tree (5)
devious goal (7)

Across
1 Defsult career-

“Green Energy” {6}

4 End of haptess sailors in spacecraft (3]
10 Dirty cat's home filied with basically ugly whiskers (9]
11 Expand novel about capturing maiden’s heart (5)

12 Afriend initsily moves

s ASAP pessibly (7)
13 Ordinary vehicle with poor scceler

ica (7)

Breakfast dish with bad smell, extremety swful (6]
Horrible people face home truths unhappily 14,2,3,5)
Engineer says “Brief Note: no unknown, new tools™ {5,4)
Lady with famity members heading off for seafood (8)
Up brewing iced tes, mostly sround 10 {7}
Spooner's conference & packed with people (7)
Hide impression? (6)
Paper missing the first edition (5]
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Ramana Maharshi's reach

The guidance of a guru is paramount for anyone at any
stage in life. It is only under the tutelage of a saintly person
detached himself from material life that an ordin-

ing moksha, the role of a guru is immeasurable, said P.
Swamis course.

One such persona who made a huge difference in the
lives of many struggling to strike the mid-path ceen

el bty whids Eis i doling. Whisks he epliad sy
ing he was paying his pranams o aharshi
Sy ey PWTeg Gl o Exsve oo EroaiblE yosie:
Sl physicaiiy to thie ‘extant? You could have sknply grect-
ed me with joined paim: is paring to the bone of any
activity and dispensing it Ealie mar s was his Tl

Sotution to yesterday's sudoky Ak which drew countless devotees to him.
79 2 818 1 Born in December, 1879 at Tiruchuzhi in Tamil Nadu,
;- when the family moved to Madural, he v red Madur:
6 3{9.4 1|5 Z - Mee: temple often and stationing himself in
41182 769 front of the statues of Arubathimoovar (63 Nayanmars),
58|77 3492 the young ame consumed by devotion of the
7 429513 rd_One day, he ‘borrowed" a few rupees form his broth-
30l1687a er and journeyed to Tiruvannamalal_ After pr.wmg at Aru-
8 7(611 235 he o s
I s5lags 87 tained yogic state. His teachings resonate:
8. crowds that grew with e g passing day He nmd as he
2 65 3la 81 ‘with utter and ze:
is: » A




Centre launches Jalvahak scheme for
cargo movement via inland waterways

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Sunday
launched the Jalvahak
scheme to boost long-haul
cargo movement via inland
waterways.

The scheme incentivises
cargo transport on Nation-
al Waterways 1 (Ganga), 2
(Brahmaputra), and 16 (Ba-
rak) and provides an op-
portunity for the trade in-
terests to explore
movement of cargo via wa-
terways with positive eco-
nomic value proposition,
Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping, and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal said.

He flagged off cargo
ships MV AAI, MV Homi
Bhaba, and MV Trishul
along with two dumb barg-
es Ajay and Dikhu from the
G.R. Jetty in Kolkata.

This marks the begin-
ning of fixed scheduled
sailing service of cargo ves-
sels from Haldia for NW-1

New network:

Sarbananda Sonowal, Minister for Ports, Shippfng,

d =

and Waterways, flags off cargo vessels in Kolkata on Sunday. PTi

(Ganga) and NW-2 (Brah-
maputra), the Ministry said
in a statement.

“With its advantage of
being an economical, eco-
logically sound, and effi-
cient mode of transporta-
tion, we want to boost
cargo movement via water-
ways to decongest the rail-
ways and roadways,” Mr.
Sonowal said.

Further, the regular
scheduled freight service,

which began from Kolkata,
will ensure that the cargo is
transported and delivered
within a stipulated time
frame, he said.

35% reimbursement
The Jalvahak scheme offers
reimbursement of up to
35% of the total operating
expenditure incurred, the
Ministry said.

To encourage the busi-
ness proposition of vessel

operators, the scheme en-
courages cargo owners to
hire vessels owned or oper-
ated by government enti-
ties. “The incentive
scheme is ideal for major
shipping companies,
freight forwarders, trade
bodies and associations
that handle bulk and con-
tainerised cargo. By opting
for the scheme, it provides
them an opportunity to
optimise their supply
chain network. The
scheme is initially valid for
three years.”

The fixed day scheduled
sailing service will ply ves-
sels between Kolkata-Pat-
na-Varanasi-Patna-Kolkata
stretch of NW-1 and bet-
ween Kolkata and Pandu in
Guwahati on NW-2 via Indo
Bangladesh Protocol Route
(IBPR), the Ministry said.

UltraTech Cement said
it became the first cement
company to leverage NW-1
for gypsum transport at
scale.



NW-1
GANGA
HALDIA TOALLAHABAD

1,620 Km

STATES SERVED:
UP. Bihar, Jharkhand

~y andWest Bengal

National
Waterways

TOTAL LENGTH:
4,503 KM

TOTALSTATES SERVED

19

PAKISTAN
Bhahmani River
W"‘"‘“‘””
'T/\\_{ T:
i, |
P | ] A -
Paradip
Arabian Sea
Kakinada Canal
Kakinada
Mandovi, Zuari River & EluruCanal
Cumberjua Canal e=—
NW-4
GODAVARI, KRISHNA
UdyogAmandal & CANALS
NW-3 KAKINADA TO
WEST COAST CANAL PUDUCHERY
KOLLAM TO KOTTAPURAM 1,078 Km
205 KI]l STATES SERVED: AP, Tamil
Nadu, UT of Puducherry

STATE SERVED: Kerala

NW-2

BRAHMAPUTRA
DHUBRI TO SADIYA

891 Km

STATES SERVED:
Assam,West Bengal. Arunachal

Pradesh, Meghalaya

D'ahg_ummm
River

“”é“ifmym

BANGIADESH @ Darak River

MAYANMAR

Sundarbans -6
BARAK

LAKHIPUR TO BHANGA
(IN PROCESS)

121 Km

STATES SERVED:
Assam, Mizoram,
Manipur, Tripura

]

NW-5

BRAHMANI, DELTA
CANALS, ECC
GOENKHALITO TALCHER

588 Km

STATES SERVED: Odisha,
West Bengal




THEI3NATIONAL
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Brahmaputra

NW-1 -

Bl.mgirathi S ' | AR
NW-1 , — wlahgbéd--~ _Dhubri —*/
Ganga Gy Rt e T

R NWEFR S e O NIRRT o

s Narmada 3 - D Ry
NW-10 ———— e PRV
NW-85 —— s e e Sunderbans
Kundalika A 0 Waterways
NW-83 ; LVi jayawada
Rajpuri Creek

Muktivala
NW-91 Mool
Shastri poa eeoa e i INW-4
b e Krishna
NW-68 o )
Man dowvi ;
NW-3

NW-111 West Coast Canal .Champakara,

Zuari Udyogmandal

THE LINKS AND THE LENGTHS

NW-1 Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly 1,620 km
(Haldia-Allahabad}

NW-2 Brahmaputrariver 891 km

NW-3 West Coast Canal - 205 km
Champakara Canal -
Udyogmandal Canal

NW-4 | Krishna 82km
(Muktiyala-Vijayawada)

NW-10 | Ambariver 45km

NW-83 [ Rajpuri Creek 31 km

NW-85 [ RevadandaCreek- 31km
Kundalikariver

NW-91 [ Shastririver-jaigad 52km
Creek System

NW-68 | Mandoviriver 41km
(Usgaon Bridge-
Arabian Sea)

NW-111 | Zuaririver (Sanvordem 50km
Bridge-Marmugao Port)

NW-73 [ Narmadariver 226 km

NW-100 | Tapi river 436 km

NW-97 | Sunderbans 172 km
Waterways




WATER TRANSPORT
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28 Rivers W canals -\ Lakes Coastal Shipping
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; —for cargo
- -Boats =
OISR W
-Steamers etc. .
Overseas Shipping

Liners Tramps Tankers

Cargo Passengers



1.Launch of Jalvahak Scheme / STeTdIgeh JISTAT <hl LE3ATT

1. The Centre launched the Jalvahak scheme to promote long-haul cargo transport via
inland waterways.

%%ﬁq&%wﬁqﬁaﬁaﬁmaﬂﬁ%ﬁvamm
A¥ ol

2. The scheme focuses on National Waterways:
YT ALY & § FAfaf@d T8 SerdArT W oy ge:
1.NW-1: Ganga / 9191T
2.NW-2: Brahmaputra /W
3.NW-16: Barak / IRTh




Objective of the Scheme / STl HT 3?\?\'221'The scheme aims to encourage cargo

movement through waterways to provide an economical and eco-friendly alternative
to rail and road transport.

g AlSTodl STTATT o ATEIH T FhEIN URdgeT I AMdH iR 9IATEaR0r &
IHoTFhd dehed & & H Femar &l & v Y& HI 75 ¢

Fixed scheduled services have been launched to ensure timely delivery.

fAfRad sTgfad Aam F # 715 § difh FAT W Biall gafead g I




* Key Features / &I ICRAGIL
* Incentives to cargo owners:

e Operators are encouraged to use government-owned or operated
vessels for bulk and containerized cargo.

HEIT AfAd & T NedEgd: TSR & TaIAcT dlell SIglall
& 3YAET I Acdlfed hdT IAT g

* 35% Reimbursement: The scheme offers up to 35% reimbursement
of the total operating cost for the cargo operators.

35% hl qﬁﬂﬁ Tg IlSToll AN TR HI Fel TRATel
AT F 35% a gfagfed vere Hdr §




* Economic and Supply Chain Benefits / e 3R 3-Tl'q;ﬁ' &BEI'HT olTH By

using waterways, the scheme will help decongest railways and roadways

and optlmlze supply chaln networks for major shlppmg companles
O'IGH-IIJII ol 3C|_5n_c|T °h~{°h €-II0'IO'II {(ﬂcl 3‘ﬁT *HSChI Ch C\Gllcl c=I'>I ho

Wﬁﬁmf\lﬁﬂa?qﬁm’ré?%@mﬂﬁ&mm &l IR
SATT |

* |nitial focus includes regular Kolkata-Patna-Varanasi and Kolkata-
Guwahati cargo routes.
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e |




5.Participation of Companies /
HYferay HT ARNERT
5. UltraTech Cement became the first
company to utilize NW-1 for gypsum

transport at scale.

Iecied HHAC UeAseeg-1 &l
mmmwmw
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Smith joins Root for most
Test centuries against India

P

o
sEUTESS

~
Steve Smith notched up 3 couple of milestones on his way to the
33rd Test century on Sunday. With his 10th three- h:uw knock, he

joined Engtand's Joe Root for most Test centurie: Incia

ana

Sice maved past Stave Waigh i the St of most boms for Australia in
Tests to be second after Ricky Ponting (41}

MASTERPLAN

Morkel reveals bowlers’ strate;

against a rampant Head

~

REUTERS.

ing coach Morme
to counter Austrasan baster Tr

exy devised

HIGCH PRAISE

Akash Deep has got some skill
for sure. feels Smith

-

4

————

A

~
India pacer.

ad during the

cngoing Brisbane Test at the Gabba on Sunday. “Our plan for

Travis in this

0 bowl aver the wicket and

target 2 straight

line. we felt he handled it wes in Adelalde,” Morkel sakd.

of third Test but s abliy to mals the balltalk sarmed
hérm high praise from Austraban batting mainstay Steve Smith.
thaught Akash ixoated really rcely, oartealarly that first spel. He was
getting the ball to move with prety significant movement.” he said

FLASHBACK

When he’s in the zone. I almost
go unnoticed: Head on Smith

n

Travis Head said that he enjoys batting with Steve Smith and
hilanously noted that whenever the 35-year-old bats, he goes

unnotic:

od. Snnm roared back to form with his 33rd Test century."in

| felt fioe | was imvisible at

the othar end. Today fe a tia DIt ke that -

Head at it again and Smith finds
his feet as Aussies rule the day

fini
at 405 for seven: Bumrah shines again. returns with a five-wicket haul: J.ukj slrumks to make an u'np.lcl

ENDIA IN AUS

K.C. Vijava Kumar
BRISBANE

batter enjoying
rich vein of form
and a legend
searching for runs joined
forces as Australia relished
a perfect Sunday here at
the Gabba. With the series
level at 11, the host gets an
opportunizy to press ahead
t of rain

Hingers,

In_his_previous three
Test knocks at this venue,
Travis Head, with three
ducks, never troubled the
scarers. However, this time

pt the num-
escrachis uu)-.

Just like Zaheer Abbas
and Graham Gooch,

ide, ensured that the

and as Smith, scratchy to
start with and

A%&ér- -

Brisbane heat: Head's blazing knock put the Indians on the back foat 2

buschagne fell. It was an al-
e of contrasts, Head
slotted the T,
Smith, meanwhile, sur-
wvived Ibw appeals and play-

and-miss routines.
duo found the post-lunch
and

a diving Rohit Sharma at
first slip.

Soon Smith erched his
and the belated

later, scored 101, it proved
o be a key component for

and Mitchell Starc at the

ase.
Earlier, Smith and Head
combined once Marnus La-

tw©
when

came on, Head tucked into
some s.

Smith, found his voice
too, driving Akash Deep
twice, while Head waded

into Mohammed Sira) with
slashes and pulls. Nitish

Kumar found the batters
too intimidating and soon

y swing of
the bat reflected his enor-
mons relief. He fell edging

ah and Rohit

new ball, Bumrah (five for

—a

72 contimued to
and alped tieheti
Marsh and Head.

Early strikes
In the morning. openers
Usman Khawaja and Nath-

rah had a contrarian idea
and lured edges from the
duo. The host struggled at
38 for two with Labus-
chagne and Smith _at_the
crease. The latter had an
exaggerated trigger mo-
ment. moving across the

SCOREBOARD
-~

AUSTRALIA — 15T INNINGS.
Usman Khawaa < Pant b Bumesh
21 (Seb e, Hathan e

9 jasb, 1ed),
Marmus Labuschogne < Kok b

(Labuschagne, 333, 4315
(Serith, 82.6), 5-326 (Marsh, 3621,

stumps a touch more than
usual just at the release-
point of the delive:

There was a spo! of =

esmanship
swapped me batts and Lo
buschagne reversed the
change. Perhaps It distract.
ed the batter as he reached

It was a requirement
that found an immediate
as Head swatted

Australia moved to 104 fox
three at lunch, a total that
gained heft as the day wore

Morkel backs the
bowlers, says tough
to counter Head

Lone-ranger: Bu:
manauding Aussies. X$6CI

E.C. Vijava Kumar
BRISBANE

After a long day for s
wards in the park, Mos

Morkel strode  into the
press conference hall A
hat-tip to centurions Travis
Head and Steve Smith,

2 fair assessment of the In-

arx;

bowling coach dealt with
the media at the Gabba

here o1 day.
Morkel admitted that it
was, counter

. if you look at it
from overs SO to 80, it is
where we sort of fall short,
leaking a little bit, so that is
one area we need to get
better at. Steve Smith, we
know, 12 & gy thas can bar
back and score runs,

they put a partnership ind
pur us under pressure with
a softer ball."

great. (Jasprits Bumiah is
the number one bowler in
the world and you need so-
mebody to back him up
but honestly I can't fault
the effort of the other
seamers.”

And about Ravindra Ja-

can offer us a lot with the
bar. Unfortunately today
wasn't his day.

worki s phaper sl b
will work it out™

Gotabitof
luck early,
admits Smith

Vijaya Kumar
BRISBANE

A sense of relief was palpa-
ble as Steve Smith sat

for his media ey
the G: ere on Sunday.
The cap low-slung on him,

expressed his satisfaction
about the century and his
contribution to the team.
Discussing his knock,
Smith said: “It was nice &
get to three figures. It has
been a while. It was cool to
contribute to the team. It

been batting well the last

probably starts to settle
3 O overs and

to get value for their shots.™
What abour the change
in his stance?
ged my setup in prec
1 have

ty m
Played for e 11 years.
I figure the best way to play
on each surface. This one

crease a bit,

my stance, but leaving my
left leg a listle bit open~.

If you start with a reverse, you quickly
wake up from the dream: Gajewski

AN D e
usmereet

<> jli!

SINGAPORE

After D. Gukesh lost his

coach Grzegorz Gajewski,

“1am feeling fine, [ am rea-
dy to fight and for the
te-breaks.”

hat w: ment

as the mo

Gajewski realised that he

did not need to be worrie:
his ward. ~He said all

ble support staff, tells The
Hindu.

“He finally made his
peace with the fact that his
opponent is a World cham-
pion and he also wants to
w\n

says he was not con-
cerned after Gulesh's da.

feat in the opening game.
“In his regard, 1 am very
happy that he started with

Anand Chess Aca-

the elite: Gajews#i belicves Gukesh & one of the best
catculators after Anand, and & also 2 fittle like 3 young Caruana. FIDE

demy. ~Because, # you
stare with a loss, you quick-
from the

Gajewski prepared Gu-
Kesh for the best version of

Ding, not the one who had
been going through poor

It p. bus
bring his very best for the
match. And he will figh

About Gukesh rejecting
virtual offers of draw, Ga-
jewski says that was how

he thought the match
could be won. ~That was
the overall xlramgy w0 ex-

haust the opponent,” he
explains.

Gajewski says calcula-
tion and dee;

Nidhi stands tall as India
retains women’s Asia Cup

Continental champs:

HOCKEY

nMUSCAT

india’s goalkeeper Nidhi

P

are the major strengths of

Gulosahy, ~Hha I ot of tha
after

three.
champion China 3-2
> and dlinch its second

Anand. who is the best ev-

says.
like a young Fablano Ca-

women's ju-
nior Asia Cup hockey title
here on v

Nidhi's herolcs capped a
stellar perfc
ready stood call dunng

ia overcame China in a shootout

regulation time by thwart-
ing multiple attempts from
the Chinese forwards as the
four quarters ended in a
nerve-wracking 1

wach's strike early in the se-
cond half (4ist minute)
broughs India back into the
game in an intense battle
for supremacy.

Sakshi Rana gave india a
precfect stare i the shoouout
by converting the first at-
tempt. while idns Genied
China's opener.

ETHEHOCKEINDIA

China fought
Hao Guoting
after misses from Mumtaz
Khan and Xanika, it was
sshika's top-corner strike
that kepe India level at 2.2
Nidhi's heroics in the fi-
nal two attempts, blocking
shots from Li Jingyi and Zuo
Dandan, set the stage for

back as
d. and

a Toppo, who
the win with 4 mmposed
finish to seal a memorable
victory for india.

MCFC cashes
inonaman
advantage
against MSC
Amitabha Das Sharma
KoLkATA

Mumbai City FC returned
to winning ways with a 1-0
result over a 10-man Mo-

hammedan Sporting SC in
the ISL here on

Vikram Pratap St
fi the net in the 48th
minute a: t

raised #ts tally to 17 points

from 1 matches and

moved to seventh_
sujﬁrlng its seventh loss

an reeimine® At Tewuan
with five points from 11
matches.

Mumbai City found the
break thanks to a faulty
clexnnhce by Mohamme-
Bhaskar
Ray chat xeleased Vikram
Pratap an
ristabe with his powerfl
shoc.

Thee reentis il 2 (Xamiln
Stwach a1 a1
TReziusant Ton 390 tieia won
32 wa penaky shootout)

tostto MumBal City K 1 hrom
Pratap Singh a8
Amx




Nidhi stands tall as India
retains womens Asia Cup

Continental champs: India overcame China in a shootout. @ THEHOCKEYINDIA

HOCKEY

Press Trust of India
MUSCAT

India’s goalkeeper Nidhi
stole the limelight in the pe-
nalty shootout, making
three sensational saves to
help India overcome three-
time champion China 3-2
(1-1) and clinch its second
consecutive women’s ju-
nior Asia Cup hockey title
here on Sunday.

Nidhi’s heroics capped a
stellar performance, having
already stood tall during

regulation time by thwart-
ing multiple attempts from
the Chinese forwards as the
four quarters ended in a
nerve-wracking 111
stalemate.

While skipper Jinzhuang
Tan scored for China in the
30th minute, Kanika Si-
wach’s strike early in the se-
cond half (41st minute)
brought India back into the
game in an intense battle
for supremacy.

Sakshi Rana gave India a
perfect start in the shootout
by converting the first at-
tempt, while Nidhi denied
China’s opener.

China fought back as
Hao Guoting equalised, and
after misses from Mumtaz
Khan and Kanika, it was
Ishika’s top-corner strike
that kept India level at 2-2.

Nidhi’s heroics in the fi-
nal two attempts, blocking
shots from Li Jingyi and Zuo
Dandan, set the stage for
Sunelita Toppo, who sealed
the win with a composed
finish to seal a memorable
victory for India.

The result: India 1 (Kanika
Siwach 41) drew with China 1
(Jinzhuang Tan 30). (India won
3-2 via penalty shootout).



* India Retains Women’s Asia Cup Title / HRd o ZFI'%T»IT TiT Y
HT FdT SIHIX {@Tindia defeated China 3-2in a penalty
shootout after a thrilling 1-1 draw in regulation time. ‘
ART o ATIDR HbEel H AT H 3-2 F Uefed! YE3N3C H
g Tdre Sidr|

* This is India’s second consecutive title in the Women’s Junior Asia
Cup Hockey.

;ﬁ’%ﬂf{rd I TR qEU @A § Afgell SR UREAr &9
|




2.Nidil'gl’_s Heroics in Goalkeeping / A F1 AR Merher
9aR

2. Goalkeeper Nidhi made three sensational saves in the shootout to lead India
to victory.

Mereh R AT o ee3m3e 7 i AR TumE fhU 3R RT Hi
CIGECCIE]

3. Nidhi’s efforts during the regulation time kept Chinese forwards from scoring
multiple times.

%%mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁ?ﬁmaﬁqﬁ R AThIA
|




* Key Match Moments / AT F HET &9TChina took the lead in the
30th minute through szhhuang Tan.

AT & 309 AeTe F TSAs(3MeT &7 & e A dod TS|

* Kanika Siwach equalized for India in the 41st minute.

%mﬁmﬁrmfkﬁmmaﬁmﬁmwm
|

* Ishika’s strike brought the score to 2-2 before the shootout.

ST o AR 2Mc F THIX 2-2 g I1T|




* Conclusion / [y

* India’s victory in the Women’s Asia Cup highlights their resilience,
excellent teamwork, and Nidhi’s heroic goalkeeping under pressure.
AR T TE Siid 3eTehl WUY &THT, 3chse EAaw, 3R fAfTr
% QUATAGR UGl HI JAIUT g
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MAHARASHTRA CABINET EXPANSION: SHINDE SAYS PERFORM OR PERISH

Fadnavis Govt inducts 39 ministers,
mid-term review to decide their tenure

BJP gets largest
share of 19 berths,
Sena 11, NCP9
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ICU WITH HEART
PROBLEMS race 7

Kerala fitness
course under
fire as CPM, BJP
tie it to ‘Islamic
nation’ plot

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM.
DECEMBER1S

A PHYSICAL fitness programme
that has become popular in
Docth Kerala has run into congro-
wersy after a CPI{M) leader al-
beged that the Jamaat-e-Eslami
and the SDPE, the political wing
of the banned Popular Front of
Endia, were using Lhepl.nlmnn ™
fusther their political agerd.

Even as the BJP latched on 1o
the comments to target the
Pinarays Vi
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their continuance  will
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Many in the ruling alliance
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ability and put pressure on the

depend on a review of their in-

ministers to perform consider-

‘Can’t tax upper middle
class more if very top
not taxed at higher rate’

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI. DECEME

DESCRIBING INDIA'S decision to
impose a weaith tax way back in
1957 a5 frying "to do too masch too
fast™, French econoensst Thomas.
Pikesty, regarded most for his pas-
stonate advocacy of taxing the
wealth of billionsires to reduce

inequalities. says these’s no way
= ax

THE EXPRE:

THOMAS PIXETTY
wo ssT

ing the huge mandate for the
Bahayuti in the Assembly polls,
2 mid-term change also gives
hope 1o others who could not
ke the cut this time around.

OF COURAGE
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Dissanayake reaches
Delhi, his first foreigr
trip after coming to
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nav s pettormnce sodt o |S matem | POWeT, pacts readied
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that ot = working = - = = : =
% per expeczations thecewibe &3 ® forothers Will hold talks with Prime Minister
change.™ l‘.xln..vns;.nd atapress : 7 3
Conierince. Ranked by Depaty |  WITHPRESSURE w de- Modi today to deepen bilateral ties
Chief Ministers Eknath Shinde liver on people’s expecta-
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Tsar-era facility with Lenin past has
an India plan: Vande Bharat coaches

DHEERAJMISHRA
MOSCOW. ST PETERSBURG.
DECEMBER1S

INTHE heast of St Petersburg the
Cultincal apital of Russla, Nes

omoeive manufacturing fac-
toey with 2 neasty 200-year bis-
tory. The plant_ which had its
genesis in the rule of the Tsars
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India’s ultramoderm

At Okryabrsky Electric Car Repair Plant in St Petersburg.

overseas visit after being elected
President

Sri Lanka President Anura

“This will be the first visit of
Pressdent Dissanayake to India
after the recently concluded
presidential and partiamentary
tions in Sri Lanka ™ Randhir
Jaiswal. spokesperson for the
Ministry of External AfLairs, said.
During the visit, President
il et President

um.:p.:m Musrmu and hold dis-
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international issues of mutual

External Affairs Minister
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* Key Objectives of the Bill

* Simplification of Legal Framework: Merges the Indian Railway Board
Act, 1905, with the Railways Act, 1989.

 Statutory Backing to Railway Board: It amends the Railways Act,
1989, to provide legal sanction to the Railway Board.



* The statutory powers seek to enhance the functioning and independence of
the Railway Board.

* Decentralisation of Powers: Grants greater autonomy to railway
zones to manage budgets, infrastructure, and recruitment
independently.

 Establishment of an Independent Regulator: Introduces an
autonomous body to regulate tariffs, ensure safety, and facilitate
private sector participation.



About Railway Sector
India has one of the world’s largest rail networks in terms of passenger traffic.
India has the 4th largest railway system in the world, behind only the US, Russia and China.

The Indian Railways consists of a total track length of 126,366 km with 7,335 stations.
e 5100 km of track length was achieved during 2023-24.



* Challenges in Railway Sector

e Aging Infrastructure: Much of the railway infrastructure, including
tracks, stations, and signaling systems, is outdated and prone to
accidents.

* Financial Sustainability: Indian Railways suffers from high operational
costs and declining freight revenues, leading to financial stress.



Safety Concerns: Despite improvements, railway accidents due to
human error, derailments, and collisions remain a major challenge.

Capacity Constraints: Overcrowding and delays are frequent on
high-density routes, impacting passenger satisfaction.

Lack of Private Participation: Limited participation of private
players restricts investment and technological advancements.




Commissioning of
Nirdeshak



* The Indian Navy is set to commission the latest survey ship,
Nirdeshak, at Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam.

 About

* Nirdeshak is the second ship of the Survey Vessel (Large) Project and
is built at GRSE Kolkata.

* Purpose: It is designed to conduct hydrographic surveys, aid in
navigation, and support maritime operations.



* Design: The 110-meter-long vessel, with a displacement of
approximately 3800 tons, is powered by two diesel engines and is
equipped with state-of-the-art Hydrographic and Oceanographic
Survey Equipment.

* The ship has an endurance of over 25 days at sea and a top speed
exceeding 18 knots.
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Dr. Prem Kaushal and Dr. Rajender Motiani, from the regional center for Biotechnology,
has been selected for the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) Global
Investigator Network.

About

The EMBO Global Investigator Network supports young group leaders in Chile, India,
Singapore and Taiwan.

 The group leaders in the early stages of setting up their independent laboratories.

The new EMBO Global Investigators receive financial support for four years.



* Regional Center for Biotechnology (RCB)

* RCB is established by the Department of Biotechnology, with
regional and global partnerships synergizing with the programmes of
UNESCO as a Category Il Centre.

* It aims to provide world class education, training and conduct
innovative research at the interface of multiple disciplines.

* In 2016, RCB was recognised as an Institution of National
Importance by the Parliament of India.



Rajmarg Saathi




* National Highways Authority of India has updated specifications for
new Route Patrolling Vehicles (RPVs) named ‘Rajmarg Saathi’.

e About

* The RPVs conduct inspection of National Highway stretches to
monitor and respond to emergency situations.



* Rajmarg Saathi:
* |t has the Provision for dashboard camera equipped with ‘Al video
analytics’ to capture and identify cracks & potholes.

* The data/ video footage shall be collected on weekly basis by NHAI and shall

be integrated with NHAI One application for more efficient maintenance of
roads.

* Equipped with the advanced communication and safety tools, these
vehicles will be useful in minimizing traffic disruptions, improving

road safety and enhancing overall road user experience along the
National Highways.



* National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)

* |t was constituted by an Act of Parliament in 1988 under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways.

 NHAI has been set up as a Central Authority to develop, maintain and
manage the National Highways.

* The authority, however, became operational in 1995.
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The Arctic ocean is part of the
| “GLOBAL COMMONS" but there is
i ROTTERDAM - . : : no treaty to check its exploitation
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0il and gas in the Arctic

Area north of the Arctic Circle has an estimated 90 billion barrels
of undiscovered oil.
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 Context

* The Arctic Ocean may see its first ice-free day — when its waters have
less than one million square kilometres of sea ice — by 2030, or
sooner than previously expected, according to a new study.



* About the study

* The study, ‘The first ice-free day in the Arctic Ocean could occur
before 2030’, was published in the journal Nature Communications.

* Major Predictions:

* The first ice-free day in the Arctic would be witnessed within seven to 20
years even if humans drastically cut greenhouse gas emissions in the
following years.

* The ice-free period can last between 11 and 53 days. This means that the
Arctic can also witness the first ice-free month.



* Significance of Ice in Arctic Ocean

* The ice plays a critical role in regulating ocean and air temperatures,
supporting marine habitats, and driving ocean currents that distribute
heat and nutrients worldwide.

* The sea ice reflects sunlight back into space, a process known as
the albedo effect.

* Asthe ice melts, it exposes darker waters, which absorb more solar radiation,
further accelerating warming in the region.



Competition Commission

of India (CCl) O




* The Competition Commission of India (CCl) passed an order under the
Competition Act, 2002 (Act) against the Table Tennis Federation of
India (TTFI) and its affiliate bodies.

e About

* The TT Friendly Super League Association has alleged that TTFl and
its affiliates are using anti-competitive practices.



* The Commission found that the TTFI and its affiliates violated the
Act by restricting table tennis tournaments and preventing players
from participating through WhatsApp advisories, public notices, and
anti-competitive bye-laws.

* Competition Commission of India (CCl)

* It is a statutory body established in 2009 by the Government of India
under the Competition Act, 2002.



* The composition of the Commission consists of a Chairperson and not
less than two and not more than six other members.

* It operates under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) with the
following objectives:
* Eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition,
* Promote and sustain competition,
* Protect the interests of consumers
* Ensure freedom of trade in the markets of India
* Establish a robust competitive environment.
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tain Day 2024



* Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
observed International Mountain Day 2024 (11th December) to
highlight the need to protect the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR).

* What is International Mountain Day?

e History: International Mountain Day, observed on 11th December,
was established by the United Nations in 2003 to raise awareness
about sustainable development in mountains and their vital
importance to life.



Theme 2024: Mountain solutions for a sustainable future —
innovation, adaptation and youth.

Importance of Mountains: Mountains cover about one-fifth of
the Earth's surface and are home to 15% of the world’s
population and host half of the world’s biodiversity hotspots.




« What are the Key Facts About Indian Himalayan Region (IHR)?

« Geographical Extent: The IHR stretches across 13 Indian states/Union
Territories, including Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and parts of West Bengal, Assam, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya.

* |t spans a distance of approximately 2,500 km from west to east.



v Lanaos 17 6 WEST BENGAL Dareswng) B v waneeur
00 2 ey axaseen [ 7 ARUNACHAL PRADESH B 2 weoram
C 2 MMACHALPRADESH | B NAGALAND T 13 TripuRA
| A UTTARAKHAND I ¢ ASSAMKarty Anglong & North Cacher)

s sKM |30 MEGMALAYA



When you travel in Himalayas, you will see the following: (2012)

. Deep gorges

. U-turn river courses

. Parallel mountain ranges

. Steep gradients causing land sliding

Which of the above can be said to be the evidence for Himalayas being young fold mountains?

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4






* The “Under the Sal Tree” Theatre Festival, held annually in Rampuir,
Assam, promotes eco-friendly and sustainable practices in theatre
while showcasing rich cultural diversity.

e Under the Sal Tree Theatre Festival

 What it is: An open-air theatre festival promoting carbon neutrality
and eco-conscious practices in theatre, hosted by Badungduppa
Kalakendra in Rampur, Assam.




Top 10 MCQ_ from
today’s session



* What percentage of India's total NPAs was attributed to the top 100

defaulters as of March 2019?
A 2019 T AR & Fol NPA T fohcdal ufderd 2w 100

2iced & SROT AT?

*A.33%
B. 40%
C.43%
D. 50%




* The Jalvahak Scheme aims to promote long-haul cargo transport
through which of the following?

STefalger AroreT ofell gl & H1ail IRagel I WAl Hl &
foT fehdes Aregd @ o9 @il 672
* A. Railways / {eTd

B. Roadways / s 2FI111'
C. Inland waterways / 3Tdcei i STerATeT

D. Air cargo / 331%' HATeldIgh



* . India retained the Women’s Asia Cup Title 2024 by defeating which
country in the final?

TRT & AfgeT TRAT FT 2024 71 VAT B5ada & g e
Pl gAY SAIdr?

* A. Japan / SIT9TeT

B. China / ©IeT

C. South Korea / Sf&I0T SIRAT
D. Malaysia / FfraT




* The Rajmarg Saathi vehicles are equipped with which advanced

technology for highway maintenance?

TSTATET TR @A TSTART IWIWIT & 0T g 3o
& gafoad 82

* A. Al video analytics / T31Ts difsa) watfafesd

B. Satellite navigation / 399§ aATadIere
C. Infrared cameras / WI’TE’ hHAY
D. GPS tracking / Gﬂtﬁ'lﬂl'

d dehalleh



* What is the displacement of the Nirdeshak, the latest survey ship

commissioned by the Indian Na\%z-(r .
HRAT AT GaRT hAIAT 9T AdIAdH TA&TUT STglel
e &1 [T fohdar g7

* A. 2,500 tons
B. 3,800 tons
C. 4,200 tons
D. 5,000 tons




* The first ice-free day in the Arctic Ocean is expected by which year
according to recent studies?

BITeIAT YT & TR HTehich AFHRR FT Ugell Th-Hed
e g av¥ & & Tohar &7

* A. 2025
B. 2030
C. 2040
D. 2050




* The Competition Commission of India (CCl) operates under which
ministry?

TR gfaeaeT 39T (ccl) fohg HAFTaT & dgd i Ll g7

* A. Ministry of Corporate Affairs / HIIRE ATHAT ST AITAT
B. Ministry of Finance / fad #aTeld ‘
C. Ministry of Commerce and Industry / gy SﬁT B@W HATAT
D. Ministry of Law and Justice / $le]el IR AT AT




* The Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) spans across how many Indian states

and Union Territories? ‘ ’
TR &9 (IHR) IRT & fohdal TAT 3R dg fad

gt # g3 g2
. A. 10

B. 12

C.13

D. 15



* The Women’s Asia Cup 2024 showcased exceptional performances from
which Indian goalkeeper?

AfgelT TIAAT T 2024 H IRT & T IMAhIT o ATAER
geel fhar?

* A. Nidhi / @&
B. Savita Punia / gfadr tI'i?FEIT
C. Kanika Siwach / &t f&ara

D. Ishika Chauhan / ST dTlgmeT




* Which international organization launched the Under the Sal Tree
Theatre Festival in Rampur, Assam?

IAUSET HaToel of A & TAR A 3T § A & fYoex
hi¥ead T ATsTd ThaT?

* A. UNESCO

B. Badungduppa Kalakendra /ﬁ?ﬁ]ﬁ“ﬂ HoAlhg
C. ICCR /am?ﬁzr g faF g9y Rug

D. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)




Word of the day

Rime:

ice crystals forming a white deposit (especially
on objects outside); correspondence in the
sounds of two or more lines (especially final
sounds); be similar in sound, especially with
respect to the last syllable

Syno NYMS? frost, hoar, rhyme

Usage: The rime was thick and crisp on the grass.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/rimepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jiaim/




Fun Fact



* Burst: Once thought to be
a vestigial organ, the
appendix is now believed
to play a role in immune
function and gut health,
especially early in life.

Myth: The appendix is useless.
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