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SC to hear Telangana’s
appeal against Governor

Several Bills by State Legislature are stuck as Governor is yet to act on them. leading to
a constitutional iImpasse. says State govt counsel court agrees to take up case on March 20

he Supreme Court
on Twes
to hear urgently a
petrion filed by the Telan-
Rovernment against
Governor Tamilis: Soun-
dararsjan_for creating a
“constitutional
by refusing to act on sever-
al Bills passed by the State
legislacure.
Chief Justice of India DY,
Chandrachud assured se-
mior

may
Gones
necesSary s

2 req

iamentary democracy. the
nor hias no discretion to detay

ret on the B

dernocracy and wi

pesition in SC

Ay mu\.h.mm parlollhc
- o lay
il dereat parliame n(.:r\
"
of the peophe
TELANGANA
GovER:

ncluding delay, will defeat

Dave, appearmg for the
State. that the case would
be listed on March 20.

Mr. Dave submitted that
the Bills have been pend-
ing snce September 14.

~In a parllamentary de-
mo<racy, d vernor has
no discrecion to delay pe-

the past of the Governor,

and will of the people,” the
State sakd in lts pesition
filed through advocate S.
Udaya Kumsar Sagar.
“Several Bills are stuck,”
Mr. Dave pointed out dur-

ing the mentioning o l the

<case before the CII Bench
for early listing.

“Illegal action”

The State urged the court

w0 “declare that the Inac-
ton, omission and fallure

assent of the Bills by the
Governor as highly Irreg
 ilbegzal ™
Mr. Dave said the Gover-
nor may or may not give as-
BSE. Hawe

keeping
Bills pendnu for months
wogether.
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OBC commiittee
doesn’t have caste
census data: govt.

NEW DELEI
The Centre informed the Lok
Sabha that the panct koking
Mo the OBC sub-categorisstion
does rot have the dats Fom
the last consus conducted i
2011 % Page 32
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A Russian fighter jet on

causing Amerl‘an forces 1o
bong

anne:
aerial abicde in Interna-

the incident by Natlonal
Security Adviser Jake Sulli-

e US. European
Command said in & state-

Russian fighter hits
American drone: U.S.

ment from Stuttgart. Ger-
many that two Russian
Su-27 fighter jets “conduct-
ed an unsafe and unprofes-
sional ini e of an
MQ-9 drone that was oper-
ating within international
alrspace over the Black

% said one of the fighters
pefier of the

flew in front of the MQ-9
several times before the
lision in “a reckless, en-
vironment. unsound
and_unpeofessional man-
e US. Buropean
Comimamnd sad.

Imran’s arrest
imminent;
protests begin

LABORE
Procests broke out in sever-

e out- for real free.

party workers who tried to
foll his arrest in the Toshak-

warrant him
did nos appear in the case.
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TTE loses job

for urinating on
woman passenger

NEW DELM

rer an off-duty xravellmx thcket exa-
on a passenger

miner allegedly uri

MUMBAT

Maharashtra extends
flagship health scheme to
disputed border villages

BADLAAV HUMSE HAI

Sar atira ke juso!

Together, we have embarked on a path towards financial
stability and security. We have joined forces to offer a
comprehensive solution to your financial needs, ensuring that
your present and future are secure. From fortifying your assets
to protecting your loved ones, we have got you covered. With
innovative Life Insurance products & network strength, we are
committed to help you achieve your financial goals and

dreams.

United, we ignite the spark of transformation,

becoming the catalysts of BADLAAV, bringing a positive
change inthe world.

Together for a secure tomorrow.
Together for You.
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on a tram, Raihway Ministes Ashwinh

With Karnataka beading into an As-
sembly election manths from now.
has

assenger o
Mo 12317 Tunning between Kofkata
Amricsar
The woman and her husband had ad-
Jacent berths, while the ticket examiner

was om 3 berth 3 Bttle away in the same

s she sounded an alarm, fel-

tow bbed Munna Kumar.
s busband has

Trust af India quoted the police as sy
ing that the o examiner was under
influence of alcobol.

conTiNuED ON
= 10
s

bour.

While the political impact of the
recent decision on the election-
bound State is yet to emerge, the
roli-out of the Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule Jan Arogya Yojana (MIPIAY)

the
3 dectded to s fagship areas
mMunna | heakh insurance scheme in all 365
disputed villages (allmz under the

=65 villages in Bidar, Belagavi (Bel
ara Kannada)

“We are ready to bear the ex-
pense to provide mlall(y life to the

Marathi-spe: s well as pon-Ma-
rathispeaking families living in the
865 v s which are now in Kama-

the residents of those villages,
a senior Jeader of Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde’s Shiv Sera.
Since 1966, Maharashira has
claimed administrative rights over
s -

fared up In November last year af-
ter leaders of both the States issued
irg their i i

court gives its decision on the mat
ter.

-

HOFC Life Insu

INDIA’S
LARGEST SMALL
FINANCE BANK"

AL S e e
LS RS-

<hersers HDFC
L




Wednesday, March 15, 2023

[

THE HINDU

Opinion

What are India’s immediate growth prospects?

Empact on India's GDP growth.

Recovery since pi
As per NSO's second advance
estimate. . India
cmu.mmof()snmmzoz
musch Jower

this COVID-19 year
amounted to T136. 9] lakh crore.
higher than the 2134.4 lakh crore

h :nd V'lznum
hiad a positve growth even
COVID-¥ ted year of zcm

-COVID year

€. Rangarajan

is former Chairman,

DX, Srivastava

compared 1o 25.6% in 201920,
The

appears feastble because of a
able base effect sinoe
growth was subdued in the

of the

[ in
rate. Accordingly. the estimated

or was only

i Chist Policy Adviser,

ion rate has pl up
ed In real or

base, growth is yet
to pick up to the desired level

Implications for growth
Given the anticipated global

dias
202324 growth is likely to remain
lower than the growth rate of its

negative c
exports in 202223 to () L9%

and

points as per the SAE from ()2.8%
points in the FAE. If fiscal

is 5 injected largely
through capital as

A Lokayukta raid and after

The BJP is on the back foot after the Madal episode

STATE OF PLAY
S. Bageshree

Modi had said that the direct

s,
been hit by yec anocher
scandal_ O

corruption
5. the son of B3P MLA Madal

contr;
bills  cleared

i March

Madal, was caught mdrnnd
Lokayukta, the an

cvery tme the
has been ratsed. On

sation. most  debated

among them has been the Kar-

nataka State Contr:

ctation’s allegation that no
acts are and no

er smplicating the
hen Panchayat Rad Ml’llsler

question
the ather

hand, the office-bearers of the
< were

arrested and
bail following a

ude construction at Fespectively,

18.6%. uring ot 34.8%. long-term average at 53.7. PML
financial, real estate et al at 14.3% services Increased from S7.2 in
and agriculture at 12%. From the 2023 10 a near 12-year
viewpoint of high of 594 in February 2023.

expenditure, overall increase in Any stimulus for Core IlPﬂla-edaguwn.hal7ﬂ%
realwvuloanhgmmgm fcwm mjmu:yzm
(Gsu:)nv-tux7 - while adhering n’mh\ninlio hllhalls l% in
fixed capieal formation and private | 10 the fiscal the week en, 0.
final consumption expen consolidation 2023. Moathly crodu dnu.

growth only with respect

to keep India's personal Joans. Industrial credit
medium-term growth was at a h low:.
story Intact Ahndmr quarterly growth in Q¢

bowever, indicate 3 high credit

Is the gle
factors that are POt eNCOUragIng .

menk that i will rid Karnacaka
and make it a
mumber ane State in south In-
ia within five years,” he sid.
an earlier visit on
ebruary 27 to the north Kar-
naaka town of Belagavi, Mr.

(hlsvllylouxmvll
from

later released on

case filed by Horticulture Mi-
nister Muniracna.
The BIP government has

blic
pe.\dnnsﬂalﬂw"onﬂw!&
sue and <

party is guite the
master of, Is something to
wanch for.

Europe picks up more arms even as global weapon imports drop

Ukraine was the world's third

uropean countries  in-
PE s impors o maor
by 47% betwee:

65% in the same period. i
Russia's invasion of Ukraine last | volume
year has creased

mania, Germany Sweden,
arms imports in the lnxcs( period

rter
el m 2022, Naul:ly froen 1991,

Indepen-
et i the. £ah of the Sovier On-
ioa, until the end of 2021, Ukraine

share of

countries to rush to bolster thelr

the
West Asta. Americas and Asla and
Ocean.

as arms
have declined globally, those to
Europe

s other Buropean states,” Ple-

the tast five years. Africa's ere

wist share of arms smports in the

er w".h the Stockholm l.rn'tmmn
al Peace Research
xaid in 3 statement SIPRI defines

swxrsduu-bommnus
14% bet:

anms exports increased by
ween 201317 and 201822, and
for 40% of

19982002, 2003-2007, 20082012,
5-2022.

wever, the gap between them has
been

the me: of trends in tl

while
the £ap between Russia and the

irdlargest  arms  supplier,
l"‘r-n:z has narrowed. The think-
tank said It was likely that the inva-
ston of Ukraine will further lmst

demand from other states due to
trade sanc
SIPRI, established in 1965, lsm

taite sherticated to> memearch of com
flict, armaments, arms control and
s

e 12 Tho shorms an
milicas. K shows the

N

BT
ESEFA4

Weapons sales surge

The charts are sourced from Stockholm Intemational Peace Besearch bstituse {(SIPR1)
Intemanional Arms Transfers, 2022°

imponts of select Europasn naticns g SIPET's Trend te
19362002, 2003. 2006
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Maharashtra agrees to give

water to Mysore

xo,nn waters to hglp relieve
shortage along the

Krishna basin Mn-om n

AMysore i

erth of Clecericity 15 Eeaharasteca.
deal the second In about a
yesterday, at a me«l'l

1 bakchs

The barter
year, was arrived at
the Mysore

Bombay
Mlmsmo(smtorm Irrigacion, Mr. H.N.
Nange, anad bis colleague o chixnge of Power.

the Koyra
D ot o e Seristem Fiver i e
terricory and the water will be used for

waters

Meysore
drinkang

un:hu ds of villages along

purpases.
the river banks. The riv
dey for want of rains. The

sasa

PR

Chart 2 The chart shows the regiom—wise
s S

of arms imports in the
v

115

amcham |
Amecas T

Chart 3: Chart shows the share of ghobel
Grports Mmong ST Countries The cxgort has

10rg been dominyted by the U.S. and Rus=ia

the next

Koy wa
il carty jane, dll the ormer o

AMysore
expected 0 ensure that the waters are.

waters for drinking
owing o a mnnhero(hl.dles na

10 the

‘warer in the Krishna river, last week, after a dry
e

Tiver for the benefit of the villages Alom tre
tory.
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Court to-day.
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Europe picks up more arms even as global weapon imports drop

Ukraine was the world’s third-largest importer of arms in 2022




Weapons sales surge

The charts are sourced from Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)'s latest report titled "Trends in
International Arms Transfers, 2022"

Chart 1: The shows arms imports of select European nations using SIPRI’s Trend Indicator Values (TIVs)* expressed in
millions. It shows the import data for five time periods: 1998-2002, 2003-2007, 2008-2012, 2013-2017 and 2018-2022
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Chart 2: The chart shows the region-wise share of arms imports in the Chart 3: Chart shows the share of global arms
last two five-year periods. While Europe’s share in global volume of arms exports among select countries. The export has
transfers increased significantly, the share of West Asia, Americas and long been dominated by the U.S. and Russia
Asia and Oceania decreased marginally in the last five years
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*The SIPRITIV is a measure of the volume of
international transfers of major arms. The
TIV is based on the known unit production
costs of a core set of weapons and is
intended to represent the transfer of military
resources rather than the financial value of
the transfer =
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Surekha is first woman to
operate Vande Bharat train

Surekha ¥adav, Asia’s first woman loco piloe, has
become the first woeman o operate the
introduced semi-high-speed Vande Bharat
Express train. A native of Satara asma of
Maharashara, Ms. Yadav Dlloted the tr:

Solapur and Ch shmu Maharaj

CSMT. = Bharat — Shakti
Smt. Surekha Yadav, the first woman pilot of
Vande Bharat Rashway Manister Astrwini

Express.”
Vaishnaw said in 2 tweet.

Indigenous very short range

missile sy@lenm tested twice
e DRDO

ﬂln:hl tests of Very Shoft

mussiles at the mxeﬂued Test Rarue Chanapur.
off the coast of Odisha on Tuesday. In anocher

=
on objectives,” a Ministry statemsent

Another US. N ship arrives

Coffee cup on
flight cockpit

OBC panel does not have

nsessafety | caste census data, says govt
The commission was formed in 2007 by the Union Social Justice Ministry to sub-categorise the
Doeetiion nearly 3000 caste groups that are currently listed as Other Backward Classes on the Central st

NEW DELHI

A photo of a coffee cup del-
scately perched on a start
Jever mside a cockpat,

and led to calls for strict ac-

ticer against

The a-lme said in res-
from

a query The
HM lh.al It was trying to

ain thy ails relac-
od t the purported inci-
dent. following which
would take disciplinary
action.

The  phot
ques d an unco.
wvered cup with the airline’s

art central | try. ina bid to
<control panel when the air-

TraR. destned for Guwaha-
o, n crulse mode at the
h:lsht ©F 37.000 feet.

eral lise.

(he ne.rly 3.000 Samtn
Bisted as OBCs on the Cen~

The goal was to deter-
mine which caste groups
had the most access to -
nefits, crowding out less

il d:.lstzyuu

The omission, Il\Klil
Iy tasked with submi
#s report within 12 weeks,

D
hiad askod If the ghverm:
ment had shared caste da-
ta from the 2011 SECC with
the commissson, the Minss-
ter of State for Social Jus-

There has to be
QQ aswudyon

Il'k.catnrs and on levels
of faced

Further, Harish S. Wank-

by these caste groups
SURHADEO THORAT
Formes UGC Chairman.

tce and Elnpowerrntn( A
N

sor Sukha Thorat,

sion (UGC) and the Indian
councu of Social Scheven
d, “There

nd;i.mmd hat the go-

1,035 died
while cleaning
sewers since
1993: Centre

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELsE

A woeal of 1,035 people have
while und ha-

dsed undertaking
zard ing of
and ic tanks across In-

. the
Justice Ministry sald on
Tuesd. ding that of
these, compensation had
been given out to the fxmi-
lies of 945
The

While the commisston is
35¢ to submkt its Teport to
the government, its preli-
msnary rgs had led
w sxlb—c:lesl’f:ye oBC
caste groups into four

groups. With-
out this, any such woark
would not -

Among these, the exist
ing 27% OBC quota will be
ed — wi maaxi-

ey ing to
caste groups that have
been  historically crowded
minsmum reser-

Vation for the dominant
caste groups.

was
esponding to a question

From West Bengal ME Mo

ty  (Frinamool

Congress) on the Self-Em-

yiment Scheme for Reh-

abilitacion of Manual Sca-

ton Plan for Mechanssed
Sanitation Ecosystem.

House panel on Tribal Affairs
apprehensive about PM-PVTG
outlay without population data

Writer Perumal Murugan
thrilled with Pyre featuring on
International Booker longlist

with them. had been able to spend just such as the killing of San-

at L&T shi for airs NEW DELIT panel T6.48 crove for the deve- | chENSNAL Icar, a Dnh( who married
nistry officlals  infor: Jopmyent of PVTGs In 2022- Kausalya, a woman from

In the second such instance, a US. Navy Weeks after Finance Minis- members that for PVTGs, 23, out of an initial alloca- Pyre, the & an intermediate caste; the

replenishment ship, USNS Matthew Perry, has l:r Nirmala Sitharaman an-  an anpual expenditure of  tion n(usz crore, and said | tion of writer Perumal Mu- mysterious death of the

docked at Larsen & Toubro's Kattupalli shipyard a2 S 000-crore 5,000 crore that estimates had to be re- | rugan’s Tamil novel Pook- young  Dal Havarasan,

on March 11 for repairs. The ship will undergo nditure outlay for the  planned — o be spent over  duced significantly in the | kuzhié, has figured on the who fell in love with Divya,

repairs from March 11 to 29, Navy chief Admaral Prime Minister's Particu the nexxt three years. The financial wears 2020-21, IMEK for the Internation- agam from an inmermediate

R. Hari Kumar sald on ~Warships from larly  Vulnerable a1 offectals also said thar the 2023322 and 2023: u Prize, 2023. The caste; and the brutal mur-

friendly countrie: iliing Endlian Groups (PM-PVTG) Deve-  States and Union Territo- Expressing ehat | Hamebvior ie Aeiraddtn ’

iy and maval dodkyards for repair and lopment Massion. the ries had been asked to car-  the  PM- G D:v:lnp- Vasudevan, who also tran- -~_
refit of their pucrunm. which Standing on surveysand  ment Mission had slated the writer's Maath

v out baseli & .
that this exercise was now Perumat Murugan

under verification process.

tential to resivenae S

ittee
Social Justice and Empo-
werment “crumbling scheme”, “if

prospect Indian
shu-bum.ug lnd-swry For msum«. one of U on Tuesday ex-

Nany’s dry cargo ships had micem repairs at pressed “The feel with the re- “1 am extremely happy  and universal: how flam-
the Kattupall shipyard last ye:r.' he said. that siach a massive budge-  that thas shnuu have been  quisite push®, the panel first Tamal novel  mable are fear and the dis-
tary allocation had been  dome earlier because they i it e the Ministry hat Bas found a place on  trust of others,” says the

nls:nh:‘(hdlbd Affairs does fsmrh of <°"|«:‘ deulls’ ﬁldelsu;es a'éd SOPs expe- sa:i Mr. NWMI oting the }\laps who have
ond mi S nos e data on PVTG o e population o Housky, an o e asked
CBIc oles demise of its populations  in  several PVTGs, the financial allo-  regular oo on the | kit in 2012, The novel cach book.
ex-chief K. Vijaya Rama Rao States and Union  cation fi Scheme may  samse from the M by - The shortlist of six
Territories. not bear the desired re- vadu. The English transia- i1 be announced
The CBI condoled the death of its former The House panel. bead- sul.u.- the panel noted. On 202324 ;i on Aprdl 18 The winning
Director K. Vijaya Rama Rao who served the £ by P MP Rama Devi, anvel On the Tribal Affairs alloca. and later by the ttle will be announced at a
as its 14th chsef foe three years from 1993 m its ton of over 212, crore u K.-based Pushkin Press ceremony at th. Gar-

agency report the De- 000 e S
o 1996. Mr. R30, who had served s 3 Minister in rnandstor Crantsofthe bl study had made In this s yoars Budget Grove Atantic In the  den in London on May 23,

undivided Andbra Pradesh, ded in Affairs, PTG data arc absent @  Estimates committee | US. 2023

om Monday night due to health issues. He was 55. T2, “The Committee arc  many States and UTe, i said i app-mmi this in- “An inter-caste couple Set in the 1980s, Pyve ex-
ZThe officers and all ranks of Central Bureau of rather apprebensive on the  cluding for Andaman rease. clopes, setting in jona  poses the blood-chilling
e on deeply moumn the sad enhanced budgetary allo Nicobar Islands, which the However, it noted that in story of terrifying forebod- vengeance by castelst forc-
Shri K. Vijay Rama Rao, i fion and I ing. isa

es against inter-caste cou-

Casteismm. with ¥
crthcles. expufy
maresan and Saroja,
ing readers of roal-life
incsdents in Tamil Nadu

ryth, succ to
tragedy.” the CBI sald. His three years tenure saw Abihty.” bee wistes
the CBI probe cases 23 the demoliion of e

Babei mosque, the assassination of

Beant Singh, among others, it said

translas:
mxr-e: s note.

(The longlist can belo-md
on bir.hyprizebooker)
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Surekha is first woman to

operate Vande Bharat train

Surekha Yadav, Asia’s first woman loco pilot, has
become the first woman to operate the newly
introduced semi-high-speed Vande Bharat
Express train. A native of Satara district of
Maharashtra, Ms. Yadav piloted the train
between Solapur and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT) in Mumbai on Monday. The
train reached the CSMT five minutes before the
scheduled arrival time after completing a more
than 450-km journey. She was felicitated at the
CSMT. “Vande Bharat — powered by Nari Shakti.
Smt. Surekha Yadav, the first woman loco pilot of
Vande Bharat Express,” Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in a tweet.




Rolling stock
Track gauge

Electrification

Operating
speed

Average length 384 metres (1,260 ft) (16 coaches)

Technical
Indian Railways

Indian gauge

1,676 mm (5 ft 6 in) broad gauge

25 kV 50 Hz AC Overhead line

e 130 km/h (81 mph)

e 160 km/h (99 mph) (Certified for

commercial run)

® 180 km/h (110 mph) (Tested

speed)

e 200 km/h (120 mph) (potential

speed)

Service type

Status
Locale
Predecessor
First service
Website

Line(s) used

Class(es)

Seating
arrangements

Catering
facilities

Observation
facilities

Entertainment
facilities

Baggage
facilities

Other facilities

Overview

Low-cost Semi-Highspeed Rail(LC-
SHR)

Active
India
Shatabdi Express, MEMU
15 February 2019; 4 years ago
indianrail.gov.in 2!
Route

10 (Operational)
2 (To be commissioned)

On-board services

CC Chair (Economy Class)
Executive Chair (Premium Class)

Airline style - Rotatable seats

On-board catering

Large windows in all carriages

On-board WiFi - Infotainment
System - Electric outlets - Reading
light

Overhead racks

Automatic doors - Smoke alarms -
CCTV Cameras - Odour control
system - Bio-vacuum toilets -
Sensor-based water taps - Roller
blinds



Writer Perumal Murugan
thrilled with Pyre featuring on
International Booker longlist

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

Pyre, the English transla-
tion of writer Perumal Mu-
rugan’s Tamil novel Pook-
kuzhi, has figured on the
longlist for the Internation-
al Booker Prize, 2023. The
translator is Aniruddhan
Vasudevan, who also tran-
slated the writer’s Maatho-
rubhagan into English as
One Part Woman.

“I am extremely happy
as it is the first Tamil novel
that has found a place on
the International Booker
longlist,” said Mr. Perumal
Murugan, who wrote Pook-
kuzhi in 2012. The novel
was published by Kalachu-
vadu. The English transla-
tion was first published by
Penguin and later by the
U.K.-based Pushkin Press
and Grove Atlantic in the
U.S.

“An inter-caste couple
elopes, setting in motion a
story of terrifying forebod-
ing. Perumal Murugan is a
great anatomist of power
and, in particular, of the
deep, deforming rot of
caste hatred and violence.
With flashes of fable, his
novel tells a story specific

Perumal Murugan

and universal: how flam-
mable are fear and the dis-
trust of others,” says the
Booker Prize website, qu-
oting the judges who have
been asked to summarise
each book.

The shortlist of six
books will be announced
on April 18. The winning
title will be announced at a
ceremony at the Sky Gar-
den in London on May 23,
2023.

Set in the 1980s, Pyre ex-
poses the blood-chilling
vengeance by casteist forc-
es against inter-caste cou-
ple Kumaresan and Saroja.
Casteism, with its innumer-
able tentacles, engulfs Ku-
maresan and Saroja, re-
minding readers of real-life
incidents in Tamil Nadu

such as the killing of San-
kar, a Dalit who married
Kausalya, a woman from
an intermediate caste; the
mysterious death of the
young Dalit Ilavarasan,
who fell in love with Divya,
again from an intermediate
caste; and the brutal mur-
der of Gokul Raj, a Dalit
boy who was in love with a
girl of another community.

Aniruddhan Vasudevan
says that translating Pook-
kuzhi has been a some-
what different experience.

“I think the difficulty is
because there is more di-
rect speech involved in
Pookkuzhi; the characters
speak a lot and their
streams of thought too
bear the distinct mark of
regional speech patterns.
In the Tamil text, Kumare-
san and Saroja’s people
speak differently; their
speech is marked by rural
and semi-urban variations.
It has been difficult to sus-
tain that difference in tran-
slation. Perhaps this is an
instance where specificity
of language use resists
translatability,” he writes
in the translator’s note.
(The longlist can be found
on bit.ly/prizebooker)



International Booker Prize

Inaugural winner Ismail Kadare

Awarded for Best book in English or in
English translation

Country United Kingdom
Presented by Booker Prize Foundation
Reward(s) £50,000

First awarded 2005; 18 years ago
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2021 | David Diop | l France . United States | Black French
Moschovakis . .
(Frere d'éame)
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The Booker Prize

Awarded for

Location
Country
Presented by

Reward(s)

Best novel of the year written
in English

Guildhall, London, England
United Kingdom

Booker, McConnell Ltd (1969—
2001)

Man Group (2002—2019)
Crankstart (2019 onwards)

£50,000

First awarded 1969; 54 years ago

United Kingdom

2020 Douglas Stuart(®° Shuggie Bain Novel

g 99 United States
2021 Damon Galgut(8®] The Promise Novel South Africa
2022 | Shehan Karunatilakal®”! | The Seven Moons of Maali Aimeida | Novel Sri Lanka
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Taiwan unveils portable attack

drone as tensions with China rise
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Saudi Arabia places order for
up to 121 jetliners from Boeing

SToOCKHOLM
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Putin says Nord Stream blasts
were carried out on a ‘state level’

sruTERs.

jsh Prime Minister UN Kristersson said the ikelood that
Firdand mould join NATO before Sweden had “incressed” as

TR

Russian President Viadimic Putin said last year's blasts on the Nord
Stream gas pipelines had been carried cuton 3 “state level”,

adea was
22 “compiete nomsense™ The pipelnes were hitby 3

ree. The order for Socing 7875 wil be face st trom Turkey. He
Saud Arabia's flag carrier, Saudia, and a planned new said ithad in ,
Ryadh A, ower - v s bidl, bt stk had about Sweden's. v

series of unexplained explosions [ast September. FELTERS

China says AUKUS deal
going down the ‘wrong
and dangerous path’

nouncement on Australia’s
purchase of nuclear-po-
wered submarines, China's
government on Tuesday
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Australia to buy U.S. nuclear
submarines under AUKUS

Albanese calls it the

e investment in Australia’s defence

v in all of its history:

UN nudear watchdog wants to ensure that there are no proliferation risks from the deal

SAN DEEGO

ustralia  bas
Velled plans to buy
up to fve US. nu-
ar -
Tincs, then build & new
maodel with US. and British
technology under an ambi-
thous ‘plan 1 bulk up West-
e acrass the Asia-
P:cxrx in the face of a ris-
ing

dear weapons.
= ase where However,
U.S. President Joe Biden

acquiring
stealthy submarines po-

hosted  Australian l'l‘kne wered by nuclear reaclor;

Minister And puts Australla i an

Tete and British Prime Mi.  Ghub and at the forefront of

nister Rishi Sunak. US.ded efforts to pi
back against Chinese mili-
tary

benarine
the trio’s
podium, Mr. Biden sald me

expansson.
moored behind Mr. Albanese sald the
RRest

U.S. had n_ Aus-
bility in the Indo Pacific for  tzalia's defence c-pumuy
decades™ and ~in all of our hists

that the sub-
would

marine alliance bol-
ster “the praspect ofneaoe
for decades to come=

can strike foes from long
No nukes ie
As Mr. Biden stressed, Aus-

Ship mates: [from left to right] Anthony Albaneze, Joe Biden and
Rizhi Sumak 3t a San Diego nareal Base in the US. on Nonday. ar

ers of nudlear material” to
nonnucear-weapon states
swach as Australia, the press
release sald.

Deal to be stry
Australia,

ment” with the UN watch-
dog to be able to use nu-

clear material “such as
nuclear son for sub-
marines”, Grassi
stressed.

The Australlan govern-
mene estmates the muki-
decade project
st S et e

ate an esti-

the sutomobile industry in
the country after World
War 1L

Jobs.
e co'werm-)nals

the 2030=." with the "pos-
sibility of going up o ﬁue If

that Is needed.”
st ensure that no prolit.  national securky advisor,
eration risks will emanate  Jake S . il
praject,” Interna- Britain  and  Australi
Atamic wIIl thhen embark on bulld

ou-
pttons  <loan powered and carry-
convent

weapons,
dubbed the SSN-AUKUS.

This will be a British de-

tralia, which joined a new-  atackers. added. sign, with U.S. technology,
Iy formed alliance known . Albanese predicted The U.K. and the US., and “significant invest-

with Washington  that the wides both menss n all three ndus-
an on months  impact 3 home would states, have to report to the Sullivan
ago. will noe be getting - akin to the introduction of  IAEA “international transf-  said.

Armenian PM slams
security alliance
headlined by Russia

VEREVAN

Armenia’s Prime Minister

are concerned
aboul that,” Mr. Pashinyan

ties with its ally Armenia ue emphasi: that
while maintaining “‘1h= threat of escalation
friendly ions  with Armenia’s barder
enﬂ'!y-ﬂ and "

engaged In a delicate  Is very high now,™.

act, its
mvoiding any forceful ac-  with Mascow, Armenia has
tion. The Kremlin's clowt in  canceled 3 planned mili-
the region become  tary exercise by CSTO

more lmited as Russia has
focused s _resources on

members set for this year
and refrained from naming

the war in Ukraine.
Ms. Pashinyan said at a

its representative to the
bloc's leadership.

w ] =
e s P P P e e dhdl
e =
— o

China opens borders to tourists
after 3 years of restrictions
brought about by pandemic

Ananth Krishnan
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Australia to buy U.S. nuclear
submarines under AUKUS

Albanese calls it the biggest single investment in Australia’s defence capability in all of its history;

UN nuclear watchdog wants to ensure that there are no proliferation risks from the deal

Agence France-Presse
SAN DIEGO

ustralia has un-

veiled plans to buy

up to five U.S. nu-
clear-powered subma-
rines, then build a new
model with U.S. and British
technology under an ambi-
tious plan to bulk up West-
ern muscle across the Asia-
Pacific in the face of a ris-
ing China.

The announcement
came on Monday at an
event at a San Diego, Cali-
fornia, naval base where
U.S. President Joe Biden
hosted Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese and British Prime Mi-
nister Rishi Sunak.

With a U.S. Virginia-
class nuclear submarine
moored behind the trio’s
podium, Mr. Biden said the
U.S. had “safeguarded sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific for
decades” and that the sub-
marine alliance would bol-
ster “the prospect of peace
for decades to come.”

No nukes

As Mr. Biden stressed, Aus-
tralia, which joined a new-
ly formed alliance known
as AUKUS with Washington
and London 18 months
ago, will not be getting nu-

SAN DIEOO, CA

SAN DIRGO, CA

BAN DILOO, CA

UKUS mma AUKUS =mm AUKUS =mam | A

Ship mates: (from left to right) Anthony Albanese, Joe Biden and
Rishi Sunak at a San Diego naval base in the U.S. on Monday. AP

clear weapons.

However, acquiring
stealthy submarines po-
wered by nuclear reactors
puts Australia in an elite
club and at the forefront of
U.S.-led efforts to push
back against Chinese mili-
tary expansion.

Mr. Albanese said the
deal represents the biggest
single investment in Aus-
tralia’s defence capability
“in all of our history.”

The submarines are ex-
pected to be equipped
with cruise missiles that
can strike foes from long

distances, offering a potent
deterrent to would-be
attackers.

Mr. Albanese predicted
that the wider economic
impact at home would be
akin to the introduction of

the automobile industry in
the country after World
War II.

IAEA’s warning
Meanwhile, the UN nuclear
watchdog on Tuesday said
it has to ensure that “no
proliferation risks” will
come from the deal.

“Ultimately, the agency
must ensure that no prolif-
eration risks will emanate
from this project,” Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency chief Rafael Grossi
said. “The legal obligations
of the parties and the non-
proliferation aspects are
paramount,” Mr. Grossi
added.

The UK. and the U.S.,
both nuclear-weapons
states, have to report to the
IAEA “international transf-

ers of nuclear material” to
non-nuclear-weapon states
such as Australia, the press
release said.

Deal to be struck
Australia, for its part, will
have to make “an arrange-
ment” with the UN watch-
dog to be able to use nu-
clear material “such as
nuclear propulsion for sub-
marines”, Mr. Grossi
stressed.

The Australian govern-
ment estimates the multi-
decade project will cost al-
most $40 billion in the first
10 years, and create an esti-
mated 20,000 jobs.

Three conventionally
armed, nuclear-powered
Virginia class vessels will
be sold “over the course of
the 2030s,” with the “pos-
sibility of going up to five if
that is needed,” Mr. Biden’s
national security advisor,
Jake Sullivan, said.

Britain and Australia
will then embark on build-
ing a new model, also nu-
clear-powered and carry-
ing conventional weapons,
dubbed the SSN-AUKUS.
This will be a British de-
sign, with U.S. technology,
and “significant invest-
ments in all three indus-
trial bases,” Mr. Sullivan
said.




« US, UK and Australia have
unveiled details of their plan to
create a new fleet of nuclear-
powered submarines, aimed at
countering China's influence in
the Indo-Pacific region. Under
the AUKUS pact Australia is to
get at least three nuclear-

powered submarines from the
US.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indo-pacific-20

The major highlight of this arrangement is the sharing of US nuclear
submarine technology to Australia.

It involves a new architecture of meetings and engagements between
the three countries, as well as cooperation across emerging technologies
( and undersea capabilities)



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/quantum-technology-1

The idea for a nuclear-powered submarine was
first proposed in the United States Navy by

the Naval Research Laboratory's physicist Ross
Gunnin 1939.

The Royal Navy began researching designs
for nuclear propulsion plants in 1946.



* In July 1951, the U.S. Congress authorized construction
of the first nuclear-powered submarine, Nautilus, under
the leadership of Captain Hyman G. Rickover

« After overcoming many obstacles, including steam
generation problems, radiation Ieaks and other
difficulties, the first nuclear submarine based on these
combined efforts K-3 Leninskiy Komsomol of the Project
627 Kit class, called a November-class
submarine by NATO, entered service in the Soviet Navy in

1958.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyman_G._Rickover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_generator_(nuclear_power)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_generator_(nuclear_power)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November-class_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/November-class_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Navy

Indian Navy | edit]

See also: Indian Navy

Decommissioned | edit]

¢ INS Chakra (Soviet Charlie-class submarine).
¢ INS Chakra 2 (Russian Akula-class submarine).

Operational [ edit]

e Arihant-class submarine- Ballistic missile submarines

Under development | edit]

e Arihant-class submarines- 2 boats under construction.
e Project 75 alpha- Attack submarines.
¢ INS 'Chakra 3- Attack submarines.

e S5-class- Ballistic missile submarines.



« UPSC Civil Services Examination Previous Year Question (PYQ)

 Mains

* Q. The new tri-nation partnership AUKUS is aimed at countering China’s ambitions
in the Indo-Pacific region. Is it going to supersede the existing partnerships in the
region? Discuss the strength and impact of AUKUS in the present scenario. (2021)
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BIG-TICKET INDIGENOUS ACQUISITIONS

Next-gen missile vessels to radars: Govt
on local shopping spree for armed forces

Orders likely to be placed before the
end of financial year this month
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An untold Kashmir story: Artefacts
not traced, FIRs gathering dust

As many as 94 artefacts in US museum have a trail going back to J&K where
authorities have made little headway in probe into those missing

Saraswati painting from J&K: Found
in US — still sitting there for 6 years

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHL MARCH 14
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

RSS backs Govt: Marriage a
sanskar in Hindu philosophy

Rcords show US authoritics

The
Rasicas’ painting

Opp cautious, wants SC to
take lead as on Section 377
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SVB crisis: I'T Ministry
likely to seek domestic
loans for start-ups,
transfer of accounts
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< met start-ups ADANI
T VASAKA DEFENCE
= PROMOTERS & s
= LOP December 13,2018
z Hoping
= @ for rdlef v
SE7X(March31.2022) _ ) PHADESIGN

MOST INDIAN start-ups.

The Ministry of Electronics foe payvoll and other op-
nd And

(i) is ed 10 rec the prob-

 excpioes optionof saN
Srt-upe heng aliowed therans term is akeady gomg RITU SARIN &
fer money from their SVB ac rocsgh 2 fnding AMRITA NAYAKDUTTA
counts to Indian e tex: The new measures MUMSAL NEW DELHL MAS 14

y taxation imases. APt could provade much-
froen that. it is ex; urse meeded refief. ELARA INDIA Opportunities
the Finance Mimstry to allow Fund (Elara I0FL caps.
overseas branches of Indian tal fund man. by Elara
Banks » pe Econoaics tal.is oneof the top louress
these start T

205 TECHPVTLTD

shase over the Lt three years, its

Iings in three Adani compa
nics add up to over Rs 9,000
crore or over S6 per cent of its

total corpus in December 2022

Bt Ela it st sk ber -
Records ivestigated

The fndian Express shve that

slong withthe Adani Croup. £ is
3 promotes entity in 3 defence

hold shares predominantly in
Adani Group compamies. Even
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By UNNY

same.sex marriage. like it had
doae in the case of Section 377
of the Indian Penal Code. With
the.

overnmere dragsr

the Supreme Court had n 2018

scrapped the Section that crm
lesed homasexuality.

= e g wehsich had e
thusiastically welcomed the
2018 Supreme Court judgment.
was cirtamspect about same.
sex marriage. “This is hardly an
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Milk in short supply, Karnataka comes
a solution: Less being offered for same

CP1INFLATION: CEREALS vs MILK
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biscuits or soft drinks. Such

", through cutting
Pk sime i, haeeaer, e £
il

in this case, it has happened

up with
price

only on November 24, mised the
praces of all its variants of milk

by s 2 per litre. “They are being
farced 1o because supplics have

There's shortage cspe-
ciall bas led them

airy
umions procuring an
!l&ukhlcgp«daywlxlll) o
milk i 2021-22. next caly o the
ZI154 LKPD by she Cugarat
Cooperative Malk Marketing

ina y
tians are due @ May. KMF had,

after reducing its
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Delhi ranks 4 on list of
world’s most polluted cities

New Delhi: Delhi ranked fourthon
alist of 50 of the world’s most pol-
luted cities in terms of PM2.5 lev-
elsin 2022, according to World Air
Quality Report prepared by IQAIr.

Delhi had an average PM2.5
level of 92.611g/m3in 2022, alittle
below the average of 96.4 ug/m3
in 2021. The most polluted city in
the world was found to be Lahore,
followed by Hotan in China, and
BhiwadiinRajasthan. The average
PM2.5 concentration in Bhiwadi
was 92.7 ng/m3. Delhi has re-
tained its ranking on this list - it
stood fourth in 2021 as well. The
WHO guideline forannual PM2.5
levelsis 5 ug/m3.

The report makes adistinction
between New Delhi and Delhi,
with the former havingan annual
average PM2.5 level of 89.1 pg/m3.

New Delhi is the second most pol-
luted capital city in the world. This
isonalistof 116 capital cities. Over
the past four years, Delhi has
topped the IQAIr list of most pol-
luted capital cities.

IQAIr is a Swiss air quality
technology company that pre-
pares annual world air quality
reports based on data from
monitoring stations operated by
governments and other institu-
tions. The 2022 report is based
on PM2.5 data from 7,323 cities
and 131 countries. A total of 39
Indian cities are on the list of 50
of the world’s most polluted
cities. These include cities like
Noida, Gurgaon, Bulandshahr,
Meerut, Charkhi Dadri, Jind,
Ghaziabad, Faridabad, and
Greater Noida. ENS



48.4L individual
taxpayers in top-
most 30% slab

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 14

FOR A total of 6.94 crore tax-
payers in the financial year
2020-21, the year affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic, 7.6
per cent or 48.4 lakh individ-
ual taxpayers were in the top-
most 30 per cent tax slab in
the country, government data
presented in Parliament on
Tuesday showed.

In the following fiscal, in-
dividual taxpayers in the 30
per cent tax slab increased
t0 60.81 lakh, though the
percentage share cannot be
determined as data for the
total number of taxpayers is
unavailable for financial
year 2021-22.

Data for total taxpayers
for financial year 2021-22
(assessment year 2022-23)
is under compilation as the
last date of filing revised re-
turn was December 31,
2022, the Finance Ministry
said in response to a ques-
tion in Parliament.

O PRI L D R AR e

senior citizens, the ministry
said. The ministry used to
earlier release annual tax fil-
ing data for direct taxes but
it has not done so after AY
2018-19.

Total number of taxpay-
ers had recorded aloss of Rs
23.25lakh in the financial
year 2019-20, declining to
6.71 crore from 6.94 crore in
the previous financial year
2018-19, government data
showed. Total number of
taxpayers then againin-
creased to around 6.94 crore
in2020-21 but still re-
mained below the pre-pan-
demic level of 2018-19 by
24,645 taxpayers. The trend
inindividual taxpayers in
the assessment year 2021-
22 shows a shift towards
middle-income and high-
income categories away
from the low-income cate-
gory of zero to Rs 5 lakh.

In assessment year
2021-22, which broadly
refers to the financial year
2020-21, the number of tax-
payers in the income group

i O gy |, Ay R S TSR AR

Anindividual taxpayer
falls in 30 per cent tax slab, if
his/her aggregate income
exceeds Rs 10 lakh and has
opted for old tax regime, or
his/her aggregate income is
more than Rs 15 lakh and
has opted for new tax
regime, with the exclusion
of non-resident Indians,
senior citizens and super

l)cl_ycl O I LT HILULLIT 51 UUlJ
of zero to Rs 5 lakh de-
creased to4.11 crore from
4.63 crore in the previous
year. However, the number
of taxpayers in the income
group of Rs 5-10lakh in-
creased to 1.40 crore in FY21
from 1.12 crore in the previ-

ous year.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXPAYERS

Personal AY 2021-22
Income tax

0to5lakh 41160543
5to10lakh 14074602
Over10lakh 8103067
Grandtotal 63338212

AY 2020-21

46327410
11228574
5411934

62967918

AY 2019-20

49879348
10626410
4854198

65359956

Source: Ministry of Finance
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SC Bench to hear plea
against remission
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550 foreign firms shut
shop in India in 5 years
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COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over, warns PM

Modi asks officials  increase whole
a meeting to assess the recent rise in COVID-19 and influenza cases and public health readiness

NEW DELHI
he COVID19 pan-

over, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi cau-
toned on Wednesday, em-
phasising the need to
monitor the status of the
disease across the country
on a regular basts.

At a highlevel review
meeting, Mr. Modi directed
officials to increase whole
gename sequencing of CO-
VID-pasitive samples, us-

uend

Keeping watch In the past cne woek, 35 marry as B38 new cases.
harve been reported on average every day i india. T

Ing the designated INSA-
COG labaratories, as t

would support the tracking
of any new and emerging

variants, and facilitate a

fBcials
assessed the current CO-

identifv en

variants, at

VID and Influenza situation
in the country, and urj
that _COVID-appropriate

sendor citizens and those
with co-morbidities to adh-
ere to the protocol when

ed areas.
review  comes
of a

AAP govt.
presents
I78,800-cr.
Delhi budget

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Kallash

Caplital readies to hast the
G-20 summit this year.

Barricades off UK.
mission in Delhi after
protests in London

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The British High Commis-
sion an esday  re-
fused to comment after the
law enforcement agencies
removed the barricades
around the British High

Commissioner Alex Ellis.
The development came
two dm-s after the Indian
High Commisston in Lon-
donwas vandalised by pro-
Khalistan protesters seek-
ing an end to police actian
against Amritpal Singh.

CONTIMUED OM

LuCKNOW
The SP wil defeat the BIP in
WP, in the 2024 Lok Sabhs poll,
party chief Akhilesh Fadaw sad

Education and health, | Commission In  Delhi’s = PAcE12 on Wednesdary. He 52 it was
the corperstone of AAP's | Chamakyapuriand the resi-  MORE PROTESTS i LON up to the other parties to back
dence of the UK High = PacE1s the SP in &3 ight. » Page 12

‘Dethi/Kejriwal model of
t the hi

against the

spike In Influenza cases
and a rise in COVID cases
over the past two weeks.

COMTINUED OM
»PAGE 12

COMBATORE

Those involved in last Oc-
tober's car exploson in
front of Coimbatore's San-

gameswarar temple o

ared an Islamic State {IS)
module inspired by Zahran
Hashim, the mastermind
of the Easter 2016 bomb-
ings in Sri Lanka, the Na-

donal Investigation Agen-
<y’s probe has found.

An NIA source sald the
agency has unearthed evi-
dence, which showed that
the 12 persons found to be

N. blast was inspired by Sri Lanka Easter bombings’

involved In the blast so far
were inspired and radical-
tsed by Hasham.

COMTINUED ON
»PAGE 12

est sector-wise allocation
this year 100 In an overall
outlay of 78,800 crore
though their percentage af
allocations dipped slightly
froe last year's.

Delhl ChlEl Mmlﬁtr Ar-
vind Kegriwal said the bud-
setbas ciaa 25 times

under AAP.
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AAP govt.
presents
X78,800-cr.
Delhi budget

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Kailash
Gahlot on Wednesday pre-
sented the Delhi budget for
2023-24 with a focus on
creating a “clean, beautiful
and modern Delhi” as the
Capital readies to host the
G-20 summit this year.

Education and health,
the cornerstone of AAP’s
‘Delhi/Kejriwal model of
governance’, got the high-
est sector-wise allocation
this year too in an overall
outlay of ¥78,800 crore
though their percentage of
allocations dipped slightly
from last year’s.

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said the bud-
get has increased 2.5 times
under AAP. “Despite giving
many freebies, the budget
remains profitable, making
it a unique case as other
States do not give anything
for free and are at a loss.”




Where the money goes

How the budget allocated funds across different sectors and schemes for 2023-24

Budget estimates for 2023-24

378,800 crore

Agriculture, Rural :

Education

165715

Development & I&FC (21%)
X788 (1%)
Interest Payment
33,094 (4%). Others
i 311,551
gl 15%

33,348 (4%) i
Social Welfare & Social Security Health
34,744 (6%) 9,742

(12%)
Public Debt (All figures
35,040 (6%)— {ooing & Uiban in % crore)
Water Supply & Sanitation Development Transport, Roads & Bridges
36,342 (8%) 38,239 (11%) 9,337 (12%)

Education

m 20 new computers

in every schoolin a
phased manner. At least
350 schools will receive
new devices.

m New tablets for
teachers, including
regular, guest and
contractual, vice-
principals, principals
and DDEs

B |mproving learning
outcomes of MCD
schools

Health
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The big nine

m Upgradation and
beautification of 1,400 km of
the entire PWD road network

m Construction of 26 new
flyovers/underpasses/
bridges in different parts of
Delhi

m Construction of 3 unique
double-decker flyovers in
collaboration with the DMRC

® Induction of 1,600 new
zero-emission electric buses,
including 100 feeder buses

m Electrification of 57
existing bus depots of Delhi

m Construction of 3 world-
class inter-state bus
terminals (ISBTs), 2 multi-
level bus depots, 2 modern
bus terminals, and 9 new bus
depots in Delhi

m Construction of 1,400 new
and modern bus queue
shelters

m Six-point action plan for a
clean Yamuna

m Clearing all three garbage
mountains [landfills]

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Finance Minister
Kailash Gahlot (left) arrive for
the budget presentation at the

Assembly on Wednesday.
SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Transport

® Mohalla bus scheme to provide
multiple options for last-mile
connectivity

| Electric scooter sharing service
in Dwarka under which 1,500
e-scooters will be deployed at 250
high footfall locations

m App-based premium bus
aggregator scheme

Healtn

®m Mohalla Clinics at
metro stations and 100
Mahila Mohalla Clinics

® 9 new government
hospitals.
Four of

them H H
will be

operational in next
financial year

m Number of beds in
Delhi government
hospitals will increase
from 14,000 to 30,000

Environment

® Real-time source
apportionment project
to be taken to the next
level by setting up 11
mobile vans (onein
each district) to go
across Delhi

m Mega tree plantation
drive by

planting 52 "
lakh trees \ /
in the city

m Reducing road dust
by keeping the entire
1,400-km PWD road
stretch clean




Tributes to the Heroes of our Nation
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev
on their Martyrdom Day

March 23, 2023



It was on this day that Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and
Rajguru were executed by the British government in 1931.

They were hanged to death for assassinating John
Saunders, a British police officer in 1928. They had
mistaken him for British police superintendent James Scott.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bhagat-singh-s-birth-anniversary

0  Their lives inspired countless

youth and in their death, they set
an example.

» They carved out their own path for
independence, where individual
heroism and their aggressive need
to do something for the nation
stood out, departing from the path
followed by the Congress leaders
then.

/4
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COVID-19 pandemic is
far from over, warns PM

Officials at the meeting discussed preparedness in
terms of heakh Infrastructure and logsstics, the sta-
tus of vaccinacion, the emergence of new COVID-19
Terkonts and influenza types and their public
tsons for the country.
In the week - ending Wzdnﬁtly. 888 new cosen
raclia, w

weekly pcsmvlry rate of 0.98%. Glnbil'ly. the dal')’

Dew cases was 1.08 lakh during the same
week, according to a statement by the Central
government.

all cases of influenza-like flinesses (LD and Severe

ite Respiracory flinesses (SARD, with testing for
Inflenza, SARS.COV-2 and adenovirus.
the need il

e required drugs and Sor influenza and
cases acrass health facilites, along with

um e anallability cl’surfkltm beds and beakh baman

States have been advised 1o continue fo-

p(d strategy of Test-Track-Treat-

Barricades around

U.K. mission removed

Sources in the mission that the barricades
ved by

sasd
were remon ¢ the Delhi Police on Sunday with-
O PVINg any reason.

n Sunday, the Ministry of External Affatrs had
the British and
registered a strong protest against the incident in
London. British High Commissioner Alex Ellis is
currently out of country.
Thve formal protest was followed by 2 rge anif-
hich

Seman,
crease securl
Qian mission and other tdia related addresses
the UK.
The Ministry of External Affairs has refused to
comment on the develops

when the barricades around the Embassy of the
United States were removed after Indian Consul
General |n  Mew York Dewyani Khobragade was

Govt. will attempt to open
corridor to Sharda Peeth
in PoK for devotees: Shah

It could be on the lines of the

ur corridor in Pu

says Union Home Minister after

inaugurating the Maa Sharda Devi temple near the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir

NEwW DELHI

Uc:r it Shah on
Wednesday  sabd

.nvécs of the Kartarpur cor-
The Sharda Peeth, a re-

aloy
WoC) In Kupwara district
of Jammu al

m» Stah was respond-

a suggestion made
hy lhe convener of the Save
Sharda Committee Kash-
mir, Ravindra Pandita,
who requested that the
Sharda  Peeth corridar
shoald be made operation-
al on the lines of the Kar-

daspur district of Punjab

The Mas Shardas Dewi temple in Kupwars, which was insugursted by
Home Minister Ammit Shah on Wednesday. ant

— and allows pligrims to
travel visafree. The Minis-
i:r:ndth:?eﬂbw:sahn

centre of India’s cul-

Qduca(lonal heritage and
Trmen:

tees on the lines of the Kar
tarpur corrridor
Mr. Shah also virtually

on Wednesday. He said the

Darbar Sa-
. Pakistan

an,
tion of the temple was

done according to the Hin-
under the ae-

s of Sharda Peeth.

idol of Sharda Maa, domat-

anuary 24,
the temple. he sdded.
Important step

“The reconstruction of
Maa Shardas temple in

Jedge in the Indian subcon-
tment, scholars from all

Mz. Shah ’ald that since
the reading down of Article
370, the Kashmir Valley
al\d Janmumu were  onoe

qgain returning to their old
Taditions, civiisation and
Jamuni  tehzeeb™.

The government had taken
rejuve-

efforts for cultural
nation of the region, he
added.

The Minister said syste-

1z
temples and Sué prded
the first phase, 35 places
being renovated at

the cost of T65 crore.
Mr. Shah sald 31 mega

SC agrees to constitute
Special Bench to hear
Bilkis Bano’s petition

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India DY.
Chandrachud on
day told

lease of 11 men sentenced
to life imprisonment for
her gang rape during the
2002 riots.

n-

aking an oral
ing before the CII. advocate
Shobha Gupta sald she had
i several

come up for hearing.
The CJi _assured Ms.
Gupta th would get &
specifi for the case.
He said Justice Ajay Rasto-
=, the j who headed
the Bench before which
"

an ompal Juas-
e Rastogl, recused her-
self M.

Bano's petition and those
filed by several individuals,
including  CPIOM) leader

and mmorum step in the

discovery af

Shorda civilsstion . and
promaotii Sharda-
script. Once upon a time,
Sharda Peeth was consi-
the centre of know-

<ultural were
organised by identifying 75
religious places and Sufi

hrines.

Twenty cultural festivals
were also organised in the
districts to help revive old
heri s

All and others
like Trinamool Congress

she & hall 3
the release of 11 men
imprisonment for
her gang rape

case to be listed whenever
Justice Trivedi was not a

Bench.
Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, for Gujarat, and
advocace Rishi Malhoera,

accused,
dmlleraed the lacus standi

path for Gujarat to consid-
erand release the comvicts,

were serving Efe sen-
tence in her case, under

slon to release the convicts
had

ematurel been ta-
[en after following the pro-
cedi blished by law.

SP confident
of defeating
BJPin UP,
says Akhilesh

LuCKNOW

by Us.
Tor aleged violadon of Tabour rules in hver
resdence,
amwhile, heavy security has

near the Indian Hih Go n in London to-
day d 20 police vans with a few dozen offic-
ers are on alert as part ¢ ASUres

Hinde sxid.

I think we hive a very good policing operation _
-~ acdding that “the poli touch w

the Indian High issson™ and they were

i
adequately prepared to stop any untoward inci-
dent during the protest

India's ties with the UK. took a nosedive after
the BEC b 2 documentary in Jamuary on
the Gujarat riots of 2002

“I.N. blast was inspired
by Sri Lanka bombings’

s of Hashim. Jameesha

of the Cos

himself before carrving out the artack on
done by IS

Mubcl.r.henupeclrd
blast,

wideo of

heed Gmartyr). The module is belleved to have had
plans to release the video, However, that did not
appen.

“Evidence strongly suppart that they acted like
an 1S module inspired by Hashim. said the
source, adding that the agency could not find links
% sy outside handlers in the module’s operstion

0 the C

m wl‘(ﬁ Mubin was Idlled alﬁo revealed that

e common point of inspiration for

e IS mrdule belnd the biase and sheiber o

dule beaded by Mubammed Azharudheen, which

was bustM by the NIA in june 2019. Mr. Axrnn:d
of Hashim

Shiek H‘dayxhullah an assockate of Mr. Axhanldr
arrested for
bl

The
s confident of dz(eumz

cide er they want to
help the SP ar not.” be x5
at a press e. He

hitted in this period.

As BSP’s electoral base erodes, its LS
members may explore other options

NEWS ANALYSIS

LUCKNOW

As Uttar Pradesh increas
ingly transforms into a bi-
cal _ bartle-
ground between the Bha-
ratlya Janata Party (BIP)
and the Samajwadi Party
&SPy, mary of the Lok Sab-
a members from the Ba-
Party (BSP)
may explore other options
In the run-up to the 2024
election.

Recent indications by
some BSP MPs point to-
wards this.

Jumping ships

The power carridors of the

State are abuxz with

lation that at least four of
BS|

the 10 BSP Sabha
members be

to leave the party in future
due tic electoral

s
continuousty eroding elec-

toral base, and the shift of
the voter base sup-
port towards the SP.

In the 2022
lons, the P polled
only 12.8% voces, its lowest
three dec

securing
06% votes and 111 seats.
“Personal decision®

gresss Bharat Jodo Yatra in
2022

cratic and constitutional

ESP MP Styam Singh Yedar

mmn.-xnns. mhcther it is

comsmunity, which ac-
counts far roughly 40% of
the tocal

ED [Enforcement Directo:
rate) or CBI (Central Bu-
rean of Investigation] are
menging to one entity
that is the state. And it is
not right for democracy.”
Mr. Yadav said during the
yatra.

A long time”
Hajl Fazlur Rehman, BSP
from Sahar:

20 ouid to'be sulking aher
Irmran AL influen-

“My desire Is to fight the
upcoming election from
the BSP. but ape year is a
long time in politics. Who
knows [if] an alliance of
the BSPSP_happens or

ed co-ordinator, he woulkd
get_the ticket. The party
ifferent permusta-

ations to
decide about the ticket,”
a hman  told

No shortage of
fertilizers for
kharif season:
Mandaviva

NEW DELHT

Union Chemicals and Fer-
ulizers Mintster Mansukh
Mandavi

g .
said there was no shortage
of foxeiBosia S thus e
Ing khar

“ralking to presspersons
here, Mr. Mandaviya sald

ers from

The BIP is facing 2 smf
challenge from

The Old M,m area in

403 VORIRINGN Ll thve

State, where, stionally,

the contest has been ber:
and

ween the

Janata Dal (S). Indepen-

‘dent MP Sumalatha Amba-
h. ‘wife of late ﬁlrn mnr

riod,
dl)‘londwl’ms(ofﬂle

<} QD

BIP workers at a Wiy Sankalp
Yatra in Bergaluru. Fm

and the BJP wan 12 in the
2018 Assembly election. In
2019, large-scale defection
7 MLAs) ok place from
the Comgress and

JDCS)
ranks to the BJP. While the
MLAs re

and taking the i :any =
16 cut of 28 se:

In Karnataka fight, BJP is also banking on turncoats

Valmiki Nayaka communi-
1y of Scheduled Tribes. He
is not exactly popular with
the Lingayat

Shinde.

visit Ayodhya

He Is mfuential in

th . but Jocal BJF Jead

ers h-\\r rassed complaints
im with the par-

in-charge for election in
Karnataka, gve pasty lead-
ers 2 patient hearing, but,
Has ot taken

any actson to rein in Mr.
rkiboll. Cly party

PUNE
Mahansmra Chkf Mlnlsm

During
haly city in U.

been on the cards for pear.
Iy a month, Mr. Shinde will

le with the Shiv Sena (UBT).

- ---




Govt. will attempt to open
corridor to Sharda Peeth
in PoK for devotees: Shah

It could be on the lines of the Kartarpur corridor in Punjab, says Union Home Minister after

inaugurating the Maa Sharda Devi temple near the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-
Uter Amit Shah on
Wednesday  said

the government would
move forward to open a
corridor to the Sharda
Peeth in Pakistan-occu-
pied-Kashmir (PoK) on the
lines of the Kartarpur cor-
ridor.

The Sharda Peeth, a re-
vered site for the Hindu
community, is located in
the Neelum Valley in PoK
across Teetwal village
along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Kupwara district
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Shah was respond-
ing to a suggestion made
by the convener of the Save
Sharda Committee Kash-
mir, Ravindra Pandita,
who requested that the
Sharda Peeth corridor
should be made operation-
al on the lines of the Kar-
tarpur corridor, which was
opened in 2019.

The corridor links two
important Sikh shrines —
Dera Baba Nanak in Gur-
daspur district of Punjab
and Gurudwara Darbar Sa-
hib in Kartarpur, Pakistan

The Maa Sharda Devi temple in Kupwara, which was inaugurated by

3 : i

Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday. ANI

— and allows pilgrims to
travel visa-free. The Minis-
ter said the Peeth was a his-
torical centre of India’s cul-
tural, religious and
educational heritage and
the government — under
the leadership of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi —
would definitely move for-
ward to open it for devo-
tees on the lines of the Kar-
tarpur corrridor.

Mr. Shah also virtually
inaugurated the Maa Shar-
da Devi temple at Kupwara
on Wednesday. He said the
architecture and construc-
tion of the temple was

done according to the Hin-
du scriptures under the ae-
gis of Sharda Peeth. The
idol of Sharda Maa, donat-
ed by the Sringeri Math on
January 24, was installed in
the temple, he added.

Important step

“The reconstruction of
Maa Sharda’s temple in
Kupwara is a necessary
and important step in the
direction of discovery of
Sharda-civilisation  and
promotion of Sharda-
script. Once upon a time,
Sharda Peeth was consi-
dered the centre of know-

ledge in the Indian subcon-
tinent, scholars from all
over the country used to
come here in search of
scriptures and spiritual
knowledge. Sharda script
is the original script of our
Kashmir, which has been
named after Maa Sharda,”
he said.

Mr. Shah said that since
the reading down of Article
370, the Kashmir Valley
and Jammu were once
again returning to their old
traditions, civilisation and
“GangaJamuni tehzeeb”.
The government had taken
efforts for cultural rejuve-
nation of the region, he
added.

The Minister said syste-
matic restoration and re-
pair work was going on at
123 places, including many
temples and Sufi places. In
the first phase, 35 places
were being renovated at
the cost of 65 crore.

Mr. Shah said 31 mega
cultural programmes were
organised by identifying 75
religious places and Sufi
shrines.

Twenty cultural festivals
were also organised in the
districts to help revive old
heritage, he said.
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» Between the 6th and 12th centuries CE, it was among the most
prominent temple universities in the Indian subcontinent. Known in
particular for its library, stories recount scholars travelling long
distances to access its texts.

* |t played a key role in the development and popularisation of
the Sharada script in North India, causing the script to be nhamed after
it, and Kashmir to acquire the moniker "Sharada Desh", meaning
"country of Sharada



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_higher-learning_institutions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_subcontinent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharada_script
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir

« Sharada Peeth is located approximately 150 kilometres (93 mi)
from Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani-administered Azad
Kashmir, and 130 kilometres (81 mi) from Srinagar, the capital of
Kashmir It is 10 kilometres (6.2 mi) away from the Line of Control,
which divides the Pakistani- and Indian-controlled areas of the
former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muzaffarabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_of_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princely_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir_(princely_state)
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A photograph of Sharada Peeth in 1893 by the
British archaeologist Sir Aurel Stein. A Kashmiri
Pandit stands at the entrance
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Won't go back on
JPC demand over
Adani issue: Cong.

NEW DELMI

The demand for 2 joine par-

plus questions to PM Na-
rendra Modi under the

Hum Adani Ke Hatn Kaun

Jpireem Ramesh

Separately. Lok Sabha
member Basmic kam Tagore

. Comgress epo-

Gourav Vallabh
also asked bessdes the pu-
blic sector refineries,
which private refinerses
bencfited fram cheaper
Russian crude odl.

Centre is not committed to

Naga peace talks: NSCN (

Lack of serfousness on the

.M)

of the ernment has led to the belief that it plans to strike the

Naggas with all its State machinery and a strategy will be worked out If dialogue falls, says the group

GUWAHATL

ew Delhi's fuctuat-

the “Indo-Naga pal-
iical issue” made the
Framewor e

b balance, the isak

tonal Socialist Council of
Hagatand INSCH 401 bas
<alls

u sovernme:
the NSCN (-M) on August
3.2015.

made our
sand Ioud and dear to the
Government of India on

indispensable and inviola-
ble par's of the recognised
Bovensignty. md unigue

B presldens, Q.
Tuccu sald while address-
Ing the 44 Republic
Day celebration on Tues-
day at  the extremist
group’s headguarters near
Dimapar. s com-
mercial hub,

S T

ererdra Modiwith NSCH [1-M) general secret

Thungaleng Munah in 2015 after a pesce scoord

He said the Indian go-
vernment’s  c
o resolving the 25 year.old

weas sigred &

tlon 1o ensure lasting peace

the Framewark
Agreement.
He blamed the Unlon
governmen for the ~absur-
dicy of the situation™ re-
arding the political talks.

11-9 Iack of seriousness o
the part of the Centre has

led w0 the belief that =t
plans to Sstrike the Magas
with State
machinery™.

He said a survival scrate-
& would have to

wo out i the talks
eventually Gl ~_this fnal
show be

acrass o
areas. The Centre denies
having made such a

commitment.
Mr. Tmul sald the vo.~

polrical wls with the cor-
Tect parrative and not for

own convensence
The NSCN (-M) claims
the Centre had committed

scs
‘nancry' Is rassing its mdy
head as the Goverrument
lmﬁ; is again looking ‘ur
an escape route to dilute
the political significance of

NEW DELHI

The Punjab Police have

Punjab police seize
motorcycle used
by Amritpal Singh

Based on the findings,
the

setting caght on 185
motore
foau al o

foot
with some of his asso-
n that he had al-
leged links with a drug
o had gifted a

non-ballable warrant has
already  been  issued
against the WPD chief un-
der the NSA.

so
him shelter or any other as-

leging that be has been ille-

Fhn the Court has
sought a response from the

six craminal cases have

the WrD chier

Government of India for | sistance.
getting its act together and The Seme Police have so gally. detained, follawing
Zetting  back the lost | far found out that after he
#round. Nagaland Gover- | gawve them the slip in the af-
nor La. ear- | ternoon of March 1S on the  authoritses conc
ler sasd Na- d in
= political issue was be
ing prsent n lo another car md o m
the State. i dle ere e and  othes
State Asseml

by on
S e underined. the
need for an early solstion
1o the fssue through an ho-
and

Sm‘td for abou( 45 ml-
nutes, during he
changed his clothes, and

inclusive peace process.

thae
selzed by the police.

charges ol wmadlr‘ dls»

executing their duty.

President confers Padma awards on
S.M. Krishna, Kumar Mangalam Birla

lam Birla and playback sin-
ger Suman Kalyanpur were

amons. who
noured with the
awards by President Drou-

trapati Bhavan on

Mr. Krishna, a former
External Affalrs Mindster,
who &s “known for his sta-
tesman-like vislon and ad-
n'nnu!r.lllw acumen dur-

acareer mare
G six decades”, was £
ven the Padma Vibhushan,
the secand <

lan
award. MNoted architect

Doshi, known
Sor his minimalistic, simple

L was
ven the Padma Vibhushan

Tieme for

-
(ABG), was given the Pad-
ma In a tweet,
the Rashtrapati Bhavan

one of the first Indian

= President Droupadi Murma presents the Padma
Vishushan to SN, Krshna i New Celi on Wednesd oy

s-osmulnousb. the R-sh—
ed.

Froups 1o venture abroad
and acquire widespread

honoured with the Padma

an, the country's

third  highest  civilian

award. Jodhalya Bal Batga,
e artist of Balga

Painting: Usha Barle, per-

Jagdeep DI
Minister Narendra Modl

former of Pandwani and
Panthi art forms of Chhac-
. aarsd

Rarman
vayal. & tribal farmer from
Kerala o is known for
his contribution to sustain-
able agriculture and pre-
servation of biodiversity,
were given the Pama Shri.
The ceremony was

tended by VicePresidens

hankhar, Prime

and Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla as well as Home
irvister Shah.

dees would be conferred
honour in another ce-

o
remony later.

Third-party involvement
won't help in resolving
border row: Chinese envoy

Kallol Bhattac
NEW DELHI

Involyement of chird par-

n India-Cl L
tioms mmay not be helpful in
sobving the border dispute

between the two sides,
sald the Chinese Chargé
dAffaires ai. Ma Jia here

it was akmed at “contain-

China.
“The border issue bet-

purpose of
intentsons for the
contalnment of China

Stagua

Chuams o Afatres of Crmene

Trrkvmey o 1

ween India and Chlm isa
think

wisdom to resolve this is-

sue and we can properly

handle that. We do not in-

vite any other (country),

especially from other re-
o interf

States that had

CAG reaching
out to political
executives on
audit issues

IThes Hinda Burcas
NEW DELHI

Compuroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India Glr

ish Chandra Murmsa

Wednesday said that ite

was now being
extended to inclue polit

tries on the security from
Chinese

n gon
nance and find possible so-
haions,™ he sald during

A
to wisit

Jinping is expected
New Delhi in the coming
ths to participate in

public
the right to access fair and
the

the two

CAG < skiliful use
o( ardficial ntelligence
the future chal-

IAF pilots sharpen
their skills at Exercise
Cobra Warrior in UK.

Dinakar Peri
WADDINGTON AIRBASE, UK.

Over the past three weeks,
five Indian Alr Force (IAF)

stops en route,

at Saudi
i an -

mendous job in keeping all
fve avadable for

missiors.

1t has been 3 great expe-
rlence, he further stated.
“We have learnt quite a bit
when flying with partici-
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IAF pilots sharpen
their skills at Exercise
Cobra Warrior in UK.

Dinakar Peri
WADDINGTON AIRBASE, U.K.

Over the past three weeks,
five Indian Air Force (IAF)
Mirage-2000 aircraft have
been undertaking joint
training involving high in-
tensity, large force, and
tactical air war fighting op-
erations with six other Air
Forces as part of the multi-
lateral ‘Exercise Cobra
Warrior’ under way in the
U.K. The Mirages drawn
from all three existing
squadrons also include
those that took part in the
Balakot air strike in 2019.
The other countries in-
clude U.K., Finland, Swe-
den, South Africa, Saudi
Arabia, the U.S., and Singa-
pore. Finland, India and
Saudi Arabia joined for the
first time. The initial idea
was to bring in indigenous
Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas but they were
busy in another exercise.
“We have done two

stops en route, at Saudi
Arabia and Greece, and co-
vered a distance of 4,500
miles over three days with
mid-air refuelling by IL-78
aircraft,” said Gp. Capt.
Pranav Raj, CO of 7 Mirage
squadron ‘Battle Axes’
based at Gwalior, and the
IAF’s Exercise Director. On
the challenges and lessons
learnt he said, “The weath-
er here is fairly challenging
and quite different from
what it is in Gwalior or
Central India. The mainte-
nance team has done a tre-
mendous job in keeping all
five aircraft available for
missions.”

It has been a great expe-
rience, he further stated.
“We have learnt quite a bit
when flying with partici-
pating nations. We’ve
flown with F-18s and F-16s
carrying out entire spec-
trum of air operations in
terms of offensive and de-
fensive counter missions
and others.” he stated.
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Thailand lice besie; nmamn’s Three killed. seven injured after U.S. Federal Reserve lifts interest At least 13 killed in 6.5 magnitude
home as he Kills at least 2 persons Russian drone attack on school rate amid banking sector fears Afghanistan-Pakistan earthquake

-
The Police in Thailand said
negtbourhood n

they have cordoned off 3
ey

Wednesday
1 3 ity southmest of the casital w

Faree
tapped » gunman inside his house after he shot ead 3t least two

pecple 3nd injured several others. The incident h;
amout 370 km

ona
Banghok

[

Three persons were kiled and seven injered in a Russian drone
sttack that hit 3 wocstional high school i the Myw region owerri|

suthorities sad on Moa-

Zouth of syw, “partial

i

y. The attack, wiich took place 80 ke
rod two Aloors of tmo student
and 3 bulding that & wsed for

& 025%

475-5.00%

sruTes=

-
The LS. Federst Reserve rased its lending rate, u-t!u.tmwsl"he
and

[
A ek ¥ reravioie e MR 1 Alphimetinndy v PSMAsas b7 &
. bt

»Balance between curting hih inflation

vl i the commercial banking sector. T
ncreace, which was in line wWith Sxpectations, ifts the target range
10 475500 percent 3t the end of 3 two-day POSCY Mesting. A7

region ¥ 10 have dodped e vt cabueliies
usualy associated with a tremor of such scale. The U.S. Geclogical

Survey said the magnitude of the earthquake was 6.5 Are

Russia, China vow to deepen
relations:; take aim at West

Xi and Putin critidse the US. Indo-Pacific strate;
groupings: both sides also agree "a package of 80 bilateral projects worth around S165 billion”

back
Indo-Pacific slra(exy
as well as attempss to “pol
icise™ muklla(ela.l
platforms.

A joint statement, re-

Russsi. Inese
President Xi Jinping's visic
o and talks with

dia. China and Fussia eu~
Ber

remn<¢s %o the ' Ukraine
to the failure of

~ and call out at w

Toast te thes: Viadimir Putin and X Jinping during 3 recepticn

folicwing their &

dia-U.S -Australia-Japan
Quad as an  “exclusive

bloc”. The statement ac-

Inclusive security

Instead, the joint state-
ment said, China and Rus-
sia were 5 to

the Kremelin on Tuesday. are

signed in Beijing. The Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry om
Wednesday didn't com-
Ment 0N repPorts SUgResung
Mr. Xi would shortly hold
2 telepbone call with Uk-
raine ident Volodymyr

The Joint statement crit-
xcised the West over Uk-
raine, saying both sides
~oppose the practice by
any country or group of

fes to seek

bullding an equal, open
and inclusive security sys-
tem in the Asia-Pacific re-
gon thar does not tanges

s In the military, policical

security interests of other

th: G20
meeting in New Delhi to is-
sue a collective statement
The lengthy joint state-
ment also expressed -se
mm concern over M‘I'O -

uslns the term “Asia-Pacif-
<~ and not Indo-Pacific
Both Mr. Xi and Mr. Pu-
tin halled the state of their
relati

of military-security  ties
with  Asia-Pacific  coun-

creating bloc politics and
camp confrontation™. Chs

nese officials have D'er
viously referred to the In-

It said the “Russian
welcomes China's willing.
pos|

followsng lengthy 2t of the Uk-

ealks The Chi-  raime crisis-.

nese leader once again re- Mr. Xi on T y
umrs o ity of

paper on the Ukraine cri-  China-Russia tles, saying

P the wisic didne ap- ns nsistent

pear to suggest any major
breakihrough in Chinese

2 peace in
Ukralne which Chinese
media have highlighted n
the wake of the recent

century are
faster and the in-

deal

ternational balance of pow-
o is undergaing = pro-
found shift

Both pledged to wark

Security stepped up at Indian High
Commission in London amid protest

=
LONDON

Khalistani ers gath-
ered opposite the Indian

High Commission in Loo-
don on Wednesday to prot-

- = -
A2 least 3 hundred police officers stood guard on both sides of the
2 : . N

Protesters waved flags,
mosly yellow and blse
Khalistani flags, some

Khalistan  T-shirts  and
sweatshirts. Protesters car-
ried placards with “Warsé
Punjab de’ written on it
and called for an end to the

ed by the Federation of
lons and the

Speakers, who used mi-
crophones to address the

mated for that there were
thousand™ crowds, accused the In-

“a couple of
ar

Sikh Yo s dian media of bias and the
the crowd hurled insults at
told The Hindu that m A very hirge Indian flag  Prime Minister Narendra

rity was in place.  was fixed 1o the India  Modi Individuals, presum-

think we have a very use” (the mmis-  ably mast or all of whom

good policing operation sion) building front, with  were Indian High Commis-

in place” a ant Scott i each window and staff, were ol a

3 t03d The Hindu on Wednes-  the  nats colours  oa top of the High Com-

Prior to the plnned day morming acrass the lengthof  misson building  waving
protest, which was organ- ©Ome police officer esti-  the roof. flags back at the protesters.

jects in
Worth around $165 billion.
“Russia is a strategic
supplier of ail, natural gas,
including LNG.

sal an gas supplies
o China are to reach a
Seast billion  cubic

o
metres by 2030, plus 100
million tonnes of liquefed
natural gas. We have just
discussed a good project,

beria-2

metres of gas from reliabl
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General pubiic is_ hereby informed that &
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nent Chinese naval base.
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face of sometinwes violent
protests
Mr. Macron told TFT and

preferred not to do 1" he
added. ~Given

islands”  go-
Tuesday an-

<oming Paclfic Games In
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The Honiara port con-

water flows to pls'puLlLlon
growth.

A professor 3 the Un-
tversity of Texas, Mr. Caffa-
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nonlinear partial differen-
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US.-Argentine
scholar wins
Abel Prize for
mathematics

Agence France-Presse
OSLO

The Abel Prize for mathe-
matics was awarded to Ar-
gentine-American Luis Caf-
farelli, an expert in “partial
differential equations”
which can explain pheno-
mena ranging from how
water flows to population
growth.

A professor at the Un-
iversity of Texas, Mr. Caffa-
relli, 74, was honoured for
his “seminal contributions
to regularity theory for
nonlinear partial differen-
tial equations,” the Norwe-
gian Academy of Science
and Letters said.

This type of equation
models how several varia-
bles change with respect to
each other, and play a pro-
minent role in engineer-
ing, physics, economics
and biology.



Abel Prize

ABEL

PRISEN

Awarded for Outstanding scientific work in
the field of mathematics

Country Norway
Presented by Government of Norway

First awarded 2003



Stony Brook University and The "For his groundbreaking contributions to topology in its broadest sense, and in

Dennis Sullivan : - : - ;
Graduate Center, CUNY particular its algebraic, geometric and dynamical aspects."[%”]

"For his seminal contributions to regularity theory for nonlinear partial differential

2023 Luis Caffarelli University of Texas at Austin . . . R .
equations including free-boundary problems and the Monge—Ampére equation."[“8]

S. R. Srinivasa oy "For his fundamental contributions to probability theory and in particular for creating

Varadhan [ 778 a unified theory of large deviation."127]
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IFC to invest I600 cr. in M&M's

new last-mile mobility firm

The International Finance Corporation (FC) has

imcarporated camparty (NewCo). ~IFC's firs

in the country

an EV
Shd the firet s eecurie three; wheﬂm nohau

W be in the form of com

ation of Gp w0 T64 ozo crore.”

trisments at
IFC and MAM =aid ins 2 joint =

Hero MotoCorp to increase

prices by up to 2% from April

Hero MotoCorp on Wednesday sald it will
Increase prices of its model range by about 2%

from Aped 1 in arder so

offset the Empact of rise in

o stricter

norms. pnuz revision has been necessitated
mainly duse to cost Increases on account of OBD 2
firm sabd.

Number of foreign businesses

exiting India surpass new entrants

Since 2018 more than 550 overseas firms ceased rations in the cou

over the same period. official data show: analysts advise caution in interpretation given COVID, global
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UBS to buy
back $3 bn in
bonds issued
last week

UBS Group said on Wed
nesday it would bay ha(k
32

N a statement.

Slump in Chinese demand leads
drag on India’s en,glneerlng exports

NEw DELHI
A sharp dedine in Chinese
imports of Indian engi-
neering noods along with
in _orders

from 10 of the top 28 mar-
ees e sector, is burt

Dulled appetite:
first 11 months of FY23, EEPC dats show. 7

mths of 202223 and are
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eves foray into
CDMO space

Need to review bilateral flight
capacity to Dubai: Akasa Air CEO

There is a need to “review"™
bilsteral rights on flight ca-
pacity between India

The UAE, smd Akasa Alrs
CEO Vinay Dube with the
newest carrier set 1o start

oumbe:
Dubal carrlers can fly bet-

to have neared the cap. Ho-

wever, sirlines like IndiGo

depart
from India Is to Dubal, ac-
cording to india's Minsstry
of Tourism.

Governance,
funding info
key to Adani
ratings: S&P

NEW DELHI

S&P Global Ratings sasd on
Wednesday It was warch-

ing for ad -
tion on Adani group’s go-
vernance and for

‘Adani’s Navi Mumbai
phase 1 to be ready by end 2024°

NEW DELHI

The first phase of Navi
Mumbal Alrport will begin
operations by end 2024
and have the capadity to

completon o(
phase one in Decembe
2024, (he remalning Dhm

The new alrport

ort

to_ensure transportation
the

sould have the
capacity to handle 9

2.5 mt of a vear

Chhatrapati Shivagi Maha-

s will
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:n—..lj Interna-
t an, Navi
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Alrport business

To a query on whether

or .
the challenges faced by the
Adani Group. Ms.
replied in the

Begative.
The group has been fac-

here.
Mmbars oaly aEport,

g

the report released by U.S.-
based shost seller Hinden-
burg Research.

leverage macro tatwinds
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tive Vice-Chairman

Arun Alagappan said.
hese businesses offer
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Tamil Nadu women dethrone PSPB,
meet top seed RBI for the honours
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n the fourth.

It is 2 buge win. Al cre-
dit to our girls, who come
from the same club (Jawa-
har TT Academy) In Chen-
nal” sad TN women's
team coach V.S. Rajan to
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¥

Lovlina, Nikhat, Saweety and Nitu make the
last four to assure themselves of medals

WORLD BOXING
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wvre set to claim thelr se-

Nt anghas

H-!Iu‘ would have a mal-
medal from

Wortds,
However, Sakshi Chaud-
hary (52kg>. Manisha Moun
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Number of foreign businesses

exiting India surpass new entrants

Since 2018, more than 550 overseas firms ceased operations in the country, while just under 470 companies set up business

over the same period, official data show: analysts advise caution in interpretation given COVID, global economic slowdown

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he number of fo-
T reign companies
quitting India have

exceeded the number of
new entrants since 2018,
with foreign businesses
setting up shop in the
country falling to at least a
five-year low in 2022, as
per official data.

While almost 470 new
foreign investors set up bu-
siness in India between
2018 and 2022, more than
550 overseas firms ceased

Revolving door

Data since 2018 indicates foreign firm exits outnumber entries

(NEER O EEN 2018 102 1l
: 2019 137 133
2020 90 120
2021 75 115
2022 64 78
2023* 1 2
Total 469 559
*till March 9, 2023

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs

operations and become in-
active in the same period.

During this period, 2019
was the only year when the

number of foreign firms
that started India opera-
tions (137) outnumbered
the 133 firms that shut and
became inactive.

In 2022, 64 new foreign
investors started opera-
tions in India, the lowest fi-
gure since 2018 while just
one new overseas business
has begun operations (as of
March 9) in 2023.

Firms exiting the coun-
try last year added up to
78, while two firms have
closed operations between
January 1 and March 9, da-
ta shared by the Minister of

State for Corporate Affairs
Rao Inderjit Singh in the
Rajya Sabha show.

Investment experts ad-
vised caution in interpret-
ing the data.

“A company may have
been active in previous
years and then shut down
or become inactive in the
said period,” said Sawant
Singh, co-founding partner
at Phoenix Legal. “Moreov-
er, the reducing trend of
companies setting up in re-
cent years is on account of
COVID and global reces-
sionary trends,” he noted.
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ALLOUT OF ATTACK ON INDIAN MISSION
Barriers outside UK
Mission go; fresh
protests in London

»ecurity barricades outside home of
3ritish envoy in Delhi also removed
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Disagreement should not lead
to hatred and violence, says CJI

‘Press must
remain free ifa
country is to
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democracy’
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320 summit approaches, Delhi govt
shifts budget focus to urban renewal
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Chennai man
arrested for
sharing video
critical of
Stalin, PTR
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A23VEAR-OLD was arrested by
Chennai

a budget made
by the DMK government a day
carfier.

Pradheep. who has been re
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PM to address ‘One
World TB Summit’ in
Varanasi tomorrow

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will visit his Lok Sabha con-
stituency Varanasion Friday toad-
dress 'One World TB Summit'and
also dedicate and lay foundation
stones for various projects worth
over Rs 1,780 crore, said a Prime
Minister's Office press release.

To mark World Tuberculosis
Day, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare(MoHFW)and the
Stop TB Partnership are organis-
ing the summit where interna-
tional delegates from over 30
countries are scheduled to be
present. Founded in 2001, the Stop
TB Partnership is a United
Nations-hosted organisation that
amplifies the voices of the people,
communities and countries af-
fected by TB.

During the event, the PM will
launch various initiatives, includ-
ing TB-Mukt Panchayat initiative;

Prime Minister Modi

ger ropeway from Varanasi Cantt
station to Godowlia facilitating
tourists, pilgrims and residents of
Varanasi in their movement.

The 3.75 km ropeway with
five stations will come up atanes-
timated cost of Rs 645 crore.

The PM will also lay the foun-
dation stone fora 55 MLD sewage
treatment plant at Bhagwanpur
under the Namami Ganga
Scheme. It will be built at the cost
of more than Rs 300 crore.



 On this day in 1882, Dr. Robert Koch announced the
discovery of a Mycobacterium tuberculosis that causes
TB and his discovery opened the way towards diagnosing
and curing this disease.

 Even today the TB is one of the world's deadliest
infectious killers. As per WHO (World Health
Organisation), every day, over 4100 people lose their lives
to TB and about 28,000 people fall ill with this disease.
Deaths from tuberculosis have risen in 2020 for the first

time in more than a decade.



https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who

« According to the WHO, in 2020, around 9,900,000 people fell ill with TB
and died, around 1,500,000. Since the 2000 year, 66,000,000 lives have
been saved by efforts taken globally to end TB.

 India accounts for around 26% of the total TB cases across the world.

» Therefore, World TB Day is observed to educate people around the world
about the disease TB and its impact.

World TB Day 2023, with the theme "Yes! We can end TB!"



Army to introduce ‘native, traditional’ millets in troop rations

Bajra, jowar and ragi will be issued to troops considering their preference, says Army

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 22

THE ARMY has decided tointro-
duce millets in rations of troops
deployed in various locations, in-
cluding the northern borders, to
promote consumption of the in-
digenous grain in the backdrop
of the United Nations General
Assembly declaring 2023 as the
International Year of Millets, the
Army said on Wednesday.

“The landmark decision will

ensure troops are supplied with
native and traditional grains af-
ter over half a century, when
these were discontinued (in
1966) in favour of wheat flour,”
the Army said in a statement.

It stated that millets will now
form anintegral part of the daily
meal for soldiers of all ranks.

The Army said food made
with millets has proven health
benefits and is suited to the
Indian geographical and climatic
conditions and will thus be a vi-
tal step in mitigating lifestyle dis-

eases and enhancing satisfaction
and morale of the troops. “Millets
have the benefit of being a good
source of protein, micro-nutri-
ents and phytochemicals, thus
boosting the nutritional profile of
asoldier’s diet,” it said.

Officers in the Army said the
scale of rations for troops had been
fixed based on studies carried out
earlier to determine the calorific
value of food required for soldiers
deployed in various locations, to
ensure they get a balanced diet.

“Special rations are provided

to troops serving in high-altitude
or super high-altitude areas to
make up for calorie deficiencies
of troops posted in difficult loca-
tions,” an officer said.

Three popular varieties of
millets flour — bajra, jowar and
ragi — will be issued to troops,
duly considering their prefer-
ence. The grains will be procured
and issued to the troops based
onoptions they exercise and the
quantity they demand.

A second officer said this
means the grains to be provided

to the troops ata certain location
will depend on what they prefer.
“For instance, troops from south-
ernIndia and northeastern India
preferrice, as against wheat pre-
ferred by troops from northern
India,” the officer said.

Additionally, the Army has is-
sued advisories across com-
mands to ensure that millets are
used extensively in organised
functions, such as in Barakhanas,
as well as in canteens.

The Army is also conducting
centralised training of chefs to

Study to fix millet
shareinration

EXPLAINED

THE ARMY has sought the government's sanction to pro-
cure millet flour not exceeding 25% of authorised entitle-
ment of cereals — rice and wheat flour — in rations for
troops from the next financial year. A fresh study will be
conducted, it is learnt, to help fix the percentage of millets
inration in high-altitude or other difficult locations based
on troops’ calorie requirements.

added millet items and snacks to
troops deployed along the
northern borders.

prepare delicacies made with
millets, and there is a special em-
phasis on introducing value-



Winners of the 16th edition of the Ramnath Goenka
Excellence in Journalism Awards, 2020

HINDI

Jyoti Yadav & Bismee Taskin
(print), The Print: For their report on
the migrant exodus across rural Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar during the
Covid-induced lockdown

Ashutosh Mishra (broadcast),
Aaj Tak: For his report on the
devastation caused by the pandemic

REGIONAL LANGUAGES
Sreelakshmi M, Rose Maria
Vincent & Shabitha MK (print),
Mathrubhumi.com: For their report
on children’s safety in the virtual
world during the lockdown

Shrikant Bangale (broadcast), BBC
News Marathi: For his report on the
rise, the fall and the rise of the ‘Masala
Queen’ in a tiny Maharashtra village

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCES AND
TECHNOLOGY REPORTING
Manish Mishra (print),

Amar Ujala: For his report on
climate change and its impact on
farmers across the country;

the loss and the suicides

Faye D’'Souza & Arun
Rengaswamy (broadcast),
Freemedia Interactive: For their
report on frontline workers dealing

$
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with the Covid-19 outbreak in
Dharavi

UNCOVERING INDIA INVISIBLE

Team (Danish Siddiqui, Alasdair
Pal, Devjyot Ghoshal and Saurabh
Sharma) (print), Thomson Reuters:
For their reports on the migrant
exodus, unemployment in villages and
healthcare infrastructure buckling
under the COVID-19 pandemic

Sanjay Nandan (broadcast), ABP
News: For his report on what goes
into the making of a Naxal in India

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
Omkar Khandekar (print), HT

Mint: For his report on how
WhatsApp forwards nearly destroyed
the Indian poultry industry

during the pandemic

POLITICS AND GOVT.

Bipasha Mukherjea (Broadcast),
India Today TV: For her report on
the Popular Front of India

SPORTS

Mihir Vasavda (print), The Indian
Express: For his report on sexual
harassment complaints made by
athletes against their coaches

Ajay Singh (broadcast), NDTV
India: For his report on contractual
coaches in UP working as labourers
to make ends meet

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
Tanushree Pandey (print), India
Today: For her coverage of the
forcible cremation of the Hathras
gangrape victim

Milan Sharma (broadcast), India
Today TV: For his report on the
mismatch in the Covid-19 toll
released by the Centre and the
figures provided by states

REPORTINGONARTS &
CULTURE/FEATURE WRITING

Tora Agarwala (print), The Indian
Express: For her story on ‘diggers’
scouring the hills of Manipur to look
for remains of soldiers who died in
World War I

CIVIC JOURNALISM

Shaikh Atikh Rashid (print), The
Indian Express: For his story on the
implementation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) scheme
in Marathwada and Pune city

PHOTOJOURNALISM

Tarun Rawat (print), The Times
of India: For his photograph of the
juvenile who shot at Jamia students
protesting against CAA on

January 30,2020

BOOKS

Sixteen Stormy Days by
Tripurdaman Singh, Penguin
Random House India: For his book
that narrates the riveting story of the
First Amendment to the Constitution
of India after a mere 16 days of debate
in 1951.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT
COVERINGINDIA

Joanna Slater (print), The
Washington Post: For her portrait of
what life was when India’s over 1.3 bil-
lion citizens went into strict lockdown




44 Indian courses among top
100 in QS University Rankings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 22

IIT BOMBAY’S Mathematics pro-
gramme at 92nd place and JNU'’s
Sociology at 68th place are some
ofthe courses thatfeatured inthe
QS World University Rankings
2023 by subject. Apart fromthese
10 entries from BITS Pilani and
two from OPJindal University also
made it to top 100.

Led by its Institutes of
Eminence (IoE), India has im-
proved its position in the
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings by
Subject, with 44 courses, in their
respective subject categories, of-
fered in the country’s higher edu-
cational institutes, ranked among
the global top 100.

The rankings, released on
Wednesday, show thatthe 11 de-
clared Institutes IoEs account for
44 per cent of the 355 pro-
grammes offered by Indian uni-
versities which made it to the
overall rankings. In the previous
round, there were 299 entries, in-
cluding 35 among the top 100.

While the rankings cover 54
academic disciplines, the Indian
universities perform well in the
fields of Computer Science,
Chemistry, Biological Sciences,

Business Studies and Physics.

Among thelOEs, barring Delhi
Universities, the other institutes
saw more courses offered by
them gaining places compared to
ones thatslipped. However, in the
case of DU, of the 27 programmes
featured in the QS list, seven im-
proved ranks, while 12 declined.

For the second consecutive
year, the dentistry programme of-
fered by the Saveetha Institute of
Medical and Technical Sciences
posted the best performance
among Indian institutes obtaining
the 13thrank globally. Last year, it
was ranked 18th.

“Itis the only Indian university
to achieve a perfect score
(100/100) in both Citations per
Paper and H Index. The next two
highest ranked universities in
these tables are the IIT Madras
placed 21st in Petroleum
Engineering (up 9 places)and the
ISM University, Dhanbad, placed
25th,” the QS said in a statement.

The QS noted that, globally,
India, which saw its research out-
put grow by 54% between 2017
and 2022, produces the world’s
fourth most research (1.3 million
academic papers between 2017
and 2022), behind world leader
China (4.5 million), the United
States (4.4 million) and the United
Kingdom (1.4 million).

Butin citation count, India lags
far behind. “From 2017 to 2021,
India saw 15% of its publications
cited in top journals. Meanwhile,
its closest competitors in terms of
research output volume, the
United Kingdom and Germany
boast top journal citation percent-
ages more than double that, 38%
and 33% respectively,” the QS
pointed out.

The highlights of the 2023
rankings include the entry of IIT
Bombay’s Mathematics pro-
gramme in the global top 100 cat-
egories, getting the 92nd spot. lIT
Delhi’s Electrical engineering pro-
gramme broke into the top 50 cat-
egories globally, placed 49th,
while the same programme of-
fered by IIT Kanpur has been
placed 87th, featuring in the top
100 categories for the first time.

Jawaharlal Nehru University
breaks into the world’s top 100 in
Sociology, taking 68th place,
showing a rise of 33 places. The
University of Delhi ranked 91.

The organisation’s Research
Director Ben Sowter said among
countries having over 10 univer-
sities featured in the rankings,
“India is the second-most im-
proved in Asia with its overall per-
formance improving by 17.2% year
on year, after Mainland China
which improved by 21.9%.”
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Joint action to stop illegal
sand mining in the
Chambal sanctuary



* Three States have commenced joint action to stop 1llegal sand

mining in National Chambal Sanctuary, situated at the
trijunction of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh,
which 1s known for its population of critically endangered

gharials.
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National Chambal Sanctuary

* The National Chambal Sanctuary, ¢ ISERT Selel STHARTY, TS, HET
located at the trijunction of T TR ST T oh Zoiae T

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Reorq

Uttar Pradesh

*  FAYYNTY hl HEcaUl G&i R S
forfererdT &' o &9 H Heisrg, foha
T § 3T I8 Ueh TEdTiad THET T
‘Important Bird and Biodiversity i 2l

* The sanctuary is listed as an

Area’ and 1s also a proposed

Ramsar site.




* About 320 species of resident and ~ ® TaTHT TR yaTEt ufeq= <hi

migratory birds inhabit the AT 320 95 ||(E|qT STHITOT
sanctuary, and migratory birds U Edl 2, 3T g &
from Siberia form part of its rich garet gafl 6 9 IS yEpE
avian fauna. o~ ‘
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Countrywide malaise

As per the Unian Ministry of
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Sand and gravel accounted for between 68 % to 85 %
of the 47-59 billion tonnes of material extracted
globally each year (UNEP-GEAS, 2014).

The majority of sand and gravel mining is done in
watersheds or rivers because of the amount of sand
and gravel resource reserves owing to erosion and
sedimentation from upstream areas and simple access
to transportation.

Tcdeh Y a9 Tt 9T Hehted W 47-59 forferem e gt |
T ST IS 68% T 85% o sitd Bidl & (UNEP-GEAS,
2014)l

LA ST ST T AR G ATCRIS AT Aiedr § fora
ST & SRilTeh ST &A1 O held AR TG o I
LA ST ST GHTE YR ahl AT R IHEe shl SATH
g Bidl gl










Guidelines by the Government of India

®* To address the 1ssue of unregulated extraction of sand, the Union
ministry of mines prepared a uniform set of framework that can be

followed by the states as per their suitability and applicability. The

framework document charts out suggestions for various elements of
the process chains, starting from the objectives of the states, demand-
supply situation, operations, monitoring, transportation and sales of
sand, etc.

The Union environment ministry released some guidelines 1n

2016 that laid emphasis on monitoring of the mined-out material.
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It recommended alternative sources of extraction of sand and gravel.

Yet, several cases against 1llegal sand mining are pending with the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

The current system has not been fruitful and powerful in helping the
circumstances. The current mechanism needs to be revised for effective

monitoring of sand and rock mining.

5O L 3T TS o [T o dehicdeh GIdl ahl THBIIGET |

TOT off, 3T9Y {d @ o G g HTHeT TS B ATITSRL0T (TASIEl) o U1
NIEGK

JaAT e gitfRufaay i ggmdr e ° Boerl 3 st T2 & =1 @
3R TS Al IT T o foTT aqq™ ot <Rl TR o shl STTavehd
2l




II (State List) to the Constitution
of India mandates the state
government to own the minerals
located within their boundaries.

The entry at serial No. 54 of List I
(Central List) mandate the central
government to own the minerals

within the exclusive economic
zone of India (EEZ).

What is the Legislative Framework of Mining Sector in India?

®* The entry at serial No. 23 of List ® HI{d & Gl & FIjﬁ I (=g

=T o e EEAT 23 | WY TS
LR ol OAT HHRl & fiae
feorq @it o TTfued o fow are
ETGIR

Tl 1 (hs i) o shE AT 54
TR GTeIfS shg LRI ol WId o faRIy
3T & (EEZ) o Hiat @il &
qTfeteh B o TR <l =




International Seabed Authority
(ISA) regulates mineral
exploration and extraction. It 1s
guided by the UN treaty and India
being a party to the treaty has
received an exclusive right to
explore polymetallic nodules over
75000 sqg. km 1n Central Indian

Ocean Basin.

TCEIAA  HiEg ST
(ATZUHV) WHAS IO AR
fAerdur e i &t 21 TR
TYh T6g HGler g ST 3 3
GTer o TR R B oh ATd WA i
Heg fég WgEnR ate= | 75000
T TeRHT & tferes aguTicass fust
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Date of NGT order

Location

Description

15/4/2021

Jeypore, Orissa

Related to illegal sand mining in Kharsrota river, Jeypore, Odisha. lllegal mining
damaged the river bed and environment.

16/4/2021

Paschim Bardhaman, West Bengal

Related to illegal sand mining carried out on the river bed of river Ajay within
blocks Jamuria and Barbani.

23/6/2021

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Minerals mined in villages of Jaipur district. At least 15 mines do informal and
destructive mining around the villages. Such activity impacts houses, agricultural
fields and health of the people.

14/07/2021

Sonipat, Haryana

Action was taken by the NGT against illegal mining. DSP Associates, Sonipat, had
diverted the natural flow of river by digging a man-made pit 20 foot deep and
made a bund to stop the natural river flow.

10/8/2021

Paschim Bardhaman , West Bengal

The NGT had directed the district magistrate of Paschim Bardhaman to file affidavit
providing information regarding the details of mining area, extent of illegal sand
mining, quantity, duration of mining, name of the persons carrying out the mining
activity and the loss of revenue due to illegal sand mining.

The NGT directed the committee to compute environmental compensation and
restore the environment.

16/8/2021

Jaipur, Orissa

Mechanical excavators to mine sand used during monsoon in violation of
Sustainable Sand Mining Management Guidelines, 2016 and Enforcement and
Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining, 2020.




Environmental Consequences of Sand Mining

Forcing the river to change its course Tt T ST A SIEet o foTq foraer

Stealing of Water RSl
qTT 3T =R

VSIS dTieTehT ohl hH
GEHSIET T T

GT ol held JG]

Tgeh! 3 AT ol THAM

1Y I TR 2

Affects Coastal Ecosystem FET TRt 5 ST TR ear &
Affects Livelihood shfaer & avfad @t &

Affects Tourism e Rl THTferd shidT &

Groundwater Table Depletion

Impact on Microorganisms

Increased river erosion

Damage to Roads And Bridges

Threatens Agriculture




Suggested Alternatives for Sand
* Manufactured Sand (M-Sand): ¢ I RG] ('Q":I'-a?): IEIEGRG

'Manufactured sand' 1s the most g9 oqo|v5|e4° EET %| T

viable option. A stone-crushing SHISTIT TATe SHohT 3cdTa Shid]
plant produces 1it. =

* Fly Ash: The use of tly ash from § ﬁ?’l‘ e ¥ =9
the industry as a construction : .
T I ¥ TH FATg U oh

material should be encouraged.

"\ “\ N\ N
3YIANIT Rl gcdTed foham S
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® Quarry Dust: According to the * TEH chl geT: Th TN oh GROTHT

results of an experiment, quarry % SRIRCEHE Eq) Yo i Teh
dust can be used as a fine aggregate WWW%Wﬁ
replacement. SETHTCT ToRaT ST HehdT &

® Limestone: In some places where * TAT AAL: 1 STTRT UX STei &t aht
river sand 1s scarce, there has been d g«f‘q %, T oh 91 | T el
an 1ncreasing interest 1n using EARCEHEIRBL] P I T STFAT
crushed sand obtained from T | & C[d eI

limestone quarries 1n recent years. * {theed il TS ¥a: Thees Id Uah
* Filtered Sand: The filtered sand e 7} 91 & 3T B

comes from a stagnant river bed.
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India could become top
aviation market globally



® India could emerge as the top aviation market globally by
the turn of the decade, surpassing the United States and
China on most parameters, Civil Aviation Secretary Rajiv

Bansal said.

o NI ISSI i TSI et 3 hal Toh WA 36 330k
3d deh Aok T W 3T ISSIH SIS o &Y H IHT HehdT g,

ST SRS ATIEST T HITh TS JHRT S = i 1 oIS
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Aviation in India

* Over the past six years, India’s * UDA T8 aﬁﬁ, YILd <Al u\{cdjnsﬁ
domestic passenger traffic has grown ITATAT ST 14.5 TTRTd ohl
at a compound annual growth rate EET| g AN T & 2 (CAGR) T
(CAGR) of around 14.5 per cent, ST ©, STeloh AU AT ATAITA
while international passenger traffic T T 6.5 Ufasra sl CAGR 9

has increased by a CAGR of around Jfg T2 2l

6.5 per cent. forenTar bt ear ST oY a1ferer @
The growth potential is even higher as FTfop TqHT™ H 29 &5 I U Y hr
the sector’s penetration is currently at STTEEAT o AT T Sha T 4-5

just 4-5 per cent of India’s population ufaeTa & R 9T asit ¥ 9 & 2

base and demand 1s rising rapidly.




* According to CAPA India projections, * CAPASfEIT= ﬂﬂﬁ & SN, T

the country’s domestic passenger traffic <hl ulq\aﬁ% IGIRIL dlvlc\lrelrl a9 oh
is likely to rise to 16 crores in the 2023- agmﬁ?r 13.75 S ¥ 2023-24

24 fiscal year from an estimated 13.75 I 99§ JI@eht 16 FUS B I
crore for the current fiscal. By 2029-30, GUTAT 21 2029-30 doh, YTd I &,{\{QfL
India’s domestic passenger traffic is T ATATATT 35 FUS hl B hl
likely to touch 35 crore. GTIAT 2 i

* Passenger handling capacity at airports e Tyh BT ELC] AT 3180 H a8
at the country’s six major metropolitan 7SS YT ATHRIT ahl THTA ohl &THdT
cities 1s likely to expand to 320 million e vfasy § st 320 fufemg ufa
per year in the near future and to 500 9 3T 3T 2 IEI § 500 fuferaT
million per year over the next few years gfq a8 2 & g9 )
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nion ministry of civil aviation

Jyotiraditya Scindia said that as part
of ‘Operation Ganga’, India successfully
evacuated around 23,000 youth from war-
hit Ukraine’s five neighbouring countries




Recent Government Initiatives Related to Aviation Sector

India's government aims to ® HTId YLhL hl A& 6 4G

establish 6 major metropolitan HETRIT I ohl gaTS ITAT o
cities as international hubs for air Q"Q 34 {{Ibcflq 2 FEqH

travel.

LU T B

® National Civil Aviation Policy o IS AT 32T fifa

(NCAP) 2016

* UDAN Scheme (NCAP) 2016

* ISM ASHI




UDAN Scheme

* Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik * IS <M hT ATH AT (UDAN)
(UDAN) was launched as a $1 2016 T AT 3gSIT HATA

Regional Connectivity Scheme o dgd Ueh &1 Shelfae (o]
(RCS) under the Ministry of Civil OIS (RCS) & BT H AT Th

Awviation 1 2016. T 9T

* To develop the regional aviation o T TIHTT IS T TaahTE
market. T

* To provide affordable, g&dT, 3T &9 U g™ 3T
economically viable and profitable AT 8T8 I TS hiHl

alr travel



Challenges faced by the aviation Industry in India

* Shortage of trained employee

* Regional connectivity

* Rising fuel prices

* Declining yields

* Technical Challenges GETIEARCCIIRRI
® Gaps 1n Infrastructure FATEEAT H 3
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® The vernal equinox will be observed on Mar 21, 2023,
Tuesday. The equinox 1s also called the spring equinox 1n
the northern hemisphere and the autumn equinox 1n the

southern hemisphere.

* 21 AT 2023, HIA shl FEd ToISe HHATT ST forye o)
It e | S ferer 3T Sferoft mietred 4 3E T off e
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What is Vernal Equinox? & Why is it called Vernal Equinox?

* It's a day usually around March 21,
when day and night are of generally
equal length. Also known as the
spring equinox.

Vernal translates to “new” and
“fresh,” and equinox is derived from
the Latin aequus (equal) and nox
(night). Therefore, the vernal equinox
or March equinox signals the

beginning of spring.

T8 AR I 21 H o AT &
faT BIdT 2, S o 3R T 3T X

T FHTH TS o i ol TE e o
w9 H oft STHT ST 2

ST ShT TS " ST AT %,
3 forya Afe uftrerg (sa) iR

Ao () ¥ fora ma g1 safety,

S TS AT /e foya @d shl

STE3ATT T Hohdl IaT o




Significance

* Equinoxes occur when the Earth’s
hemispheres aren’t tilted towards or away
from the Sun.

As a result, the Sun 1s located directly
above the equator, and both hemispheres
receive an almost equal amount of
sunlight.

After the spring equinox, the northern
hemisphere tilts closer to the sun in March
tilts closer to the Sun, resulting in more
hours of daylight, with earlier sunrises and

later sunsets.

[ERCKER IS CRS RIS
T T ST AT 36 g AL 2l
TSI, T e HET 1T o H
e BT ®, 3T SH1 MATg] oh
TS SHT | H G T Y1 916

BT 2l

A foryd o &re, I M | §
T o e o STTell €, 9 o Rl
eh STl €, TSk aurmeasd fo
o 37T § 377k 5 Bld 2, U8
e 3 STe H e o 9ol




* According to Hindu astrology, Vernal
Equinox 1s known as Vasant Vishuva
or Vasant Sampat. When equinox 1s
translated into Latin it roughly means
"equal night".

* The March equinox brings earlier
sunrises, later sunsets, and sprouting
plants 1n the northern hemisphere.

* Meanwhile, later sunrises, earlier
sunsets, chillier winds, and dry and
falling leaves are observed in the south

of the equator.

l(%rc;c\wq\lfﬁﬁrw o ITTER I8 fava

1 S TSITET AT & GO 6 A7 &

ST ST 8| ST fordl 31 At §
SIS TohT ST © 1 3Rt 37 HIS
I T "EHE T BT 2

qT foryd 3ol et | g gaiad,
SITE H G ST S e bl
AT 2

59 ST, AT QT o <(&701 § o1e §
GG, U8 A, ¥4 gaT 3N
et SR At aftr 3wt St €




Timings

® The sunrise on the day of the vernal ° aw%rgaé%ﬁtmﬁaam 06:24

equinox will be at 06:24 AM while the ISl BT STelfeh gcgﬁ'w 13 06:33 991
sunset will take place at 06:33 PM. 2

Vernal Equinox Day Duration Fua v feaa 6t srafa

12 Hours 08 Mins 08 Secs e 128208 firge 08 T
Vernal Equinox Previous Day W%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ?
Duration 12 Hours 06 Mins 24 Secs . o7 10 T 06 Tt 24 e
Vernal Equinox Next Day Duration s E f§
1221 09 Mi Syl S Ng ﬁ:raﬁ‘
ours 1ns ecs , .
* 1279209 fie 51 Gohe




What does equinox mean?

®* Equinox 1s one of the two ° Irélgol IS H ST H U Teh o
times 1n the year when the Sd ‘élc'ﬁ E[%ﬁ % % (qHET
sun 1s above the imaginary 3@ ) oh TR 3T FHIT
line around the center of the @1 U HULEAr & 3R T

earth (equator) and day and 3R T T TS o 8l

night are of equal length. 2|
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World Water Day (WWD) 1s
celebrated on 22nd March Every Year.
The United Nations General Assembly
issued a resolution in 1993 declaring

every year March 22 as World Day for
Water.

The theme for WWD 2023 1s
'Accelerating the change to solve the
water and sanitation crisis',
emphasizing the necessity of taking
stern action to address the global water

Crisis.

g STt e (WWD) & |Ted 22
YT} oh! AT ST1T ©
Gh TS HETEHT 5 1993 H Teh &1
ST & B T 22 U= ol 99 ST
feaw o w9 § 7= Y =T i
WWD 2023 &t i 'STeT 3T =l
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Kerala government has announced the State’s first waste-to-energy
project in Kozhikode..

Waste-to-energy projects use non-recyclable dry waste to generate
electricity. They increase power generation capacity and eases the

solid waste management (SWM) burden

T TR o hITSRIE H TS shl Taet] STAISTY-8-ZS1 IREISHT ohl
BISIIET
HARIT-H-ZST1 TRITSHTY, forsTed! Scq= i o6 foTq IR-GA- el

A1 G e T YFNT Al | o TofsTelt Ieare &t sieTd & 3T 3
Lo e (THESTYUH) o SIS Shl oA hid &
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Status of solid waste in India

* According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) the total

quantity of Solid waste generated in

the country 1s ~160,000 metric tonnes
per day (TPD).

~153,000 TPD of waste is collected
at a collection efficiency of ~96%.
80,000 TPD (50 %) of waste is
treated and ~30,000 (18.4%) TPD
is landfilled.

SHETT SIgyT T 1S (Sfietsh)
AR S H Icq~ B ATct B el
ol el HEAT ~ 160,000 Hifder & Tid
fe (@) 21

~96% shl TUE S&IdT 9L ~153,000
Y =/ Uehe TR STTaT )
30,000 TUTET (50%) FeR T ITAR
feraIT STTaT 8 31 ~30,000 (18.4%)
A<l ciefthar foram SiaT 21




* Presently, India accounts for roughly 18
percent the world's population and 12
percent of global municipal solid waste
generation. With India's population
continuously rising, waste generation in
the country 1s expected to see significant
growth 1n the coming decades.

®* Maharashtra (22,632.71 tonnes per
day), Uttar Pradesh (14,710 TPD) and
West Bengal (13,709 TPD) generate

the highest solid waste in the country.

ST W, I H g shl SATeTeT 1
STV 18 TeRTa 3T ek
TTRUTITeRT 31 STUTITE IcUTe o 12
gfaTd TeTaT g1 Y hl S
AR ¢ & §, 3T dTed a31ehi H
3R7 H SR IeUTeH § Heeaqul gre
3 Y 3T 2

RIS (22,632.71 27 Fidled), 3T
T (14,710 ) TR afdm s
(13,709 ZTdIEY) <31 | Ted AT
3 YT I~ HLd 2|




What are the major solid wastes in India?

Agro waste (organic ° ?f\q JIRTE (él(gloh Hih'(\)
nature) * RN ATRTE
Industrial wastes (3‘|°h|®(f M h)

(Inorganic) o GAH/AMS AYRTE

Mining/Mineral waste * TR GdTh A JishA
Non hazardous other AYRTY

process waste




Additionally, depending on the feedstock and technology, WtE
processes may create air pollution, contaminated water or other
residues. To address this risk, strict emission standards, controls and
monitoring is required, which may reduce the feasibility of the WtE

plant.

3k ATAH, hiSEeieh AR TTRNRTeRT o HATYR W, Ssedeis
NTSHATE AT SIGHOT, S U T 7= 7a9ie UaT o Hehel 81 390
SREW @ G A o ToTT ohg It aran, Fe=mn ok e i
ATITIRAT &, TN SCAL S TAT Thi ATTTAAT Thi THH FHY Tehd &1




The concept of waste to energy (WtE) 1s still in the nascent stage in India, as
such many 1nitiatives were not successful and faced severe opposition from
public 1n locating WtE plant in their neighbourhood due to pollution
concerns. In addition poor financial performance of these plants, lead to

unsuccessful ventures.

ST A T (T50aLNE) Y TTLROT 1T ot TR W ITeh ST o 3,
FITeh $H TE °hl shs TE TheT T2l @i I TGUUT <hl TeidTatl oh shIoT

AU TS H Soodets HUF T H FAT o g o shl |THAT hT Ui
TEh AATET, 3 TN o TS {1 U919 o THIUT 31T SUShH Bid 2l




Challenges of Waste-to-Energy Plants

low calorific value * & holil HH

Improper Segregation o IFIT AT
O
High costs of energy o 5T 3T ] 3=9

production

NIy




—— Goverment Initiatives

'S

e

e

A
pouiailll  Jal Shakti Abhiyaan

GOBAR-dhan (Galvanizing
Organic Bio-Agro Resources)
Scheme

z R

Waste to Wealth Portal
Plastic Waste Management
(PWM) Rules, 2016

'My Home-My
Neighborhood' (Ghar Bi
Saaf-Pados Bhi Saaf)
campaign

Solid Waste Management
Rules 2016
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Demystify (Verb): TIE h{dT : make (a
difficult or esoteric subject) clearer and
easier to understand.

Synonyms: explain, clarify, illustrate

Antonyms: obscure, confuse, confound




Word: Snoop (E'I'FI;H‘T h AT, A=)
Meaning: a. investigate or look around
furtively 1n an attempt to find out
something, especially information about

someone's private affairs. (Verb)

Synonyms: pry, spy, meddle, intrude

Antonyms: 1gnore, neglect




Stench (Noun) : §1G¢; a strong and very

unpleasant smell.
Synonyms: stink, bad smell, foul smell

Antonyms: fragrance, aroma, sweetness




Malicious (F51)

Meaning: characterized by malice;

intending or intended to do harm.

Synonyms: malevolent, spiteful,

vicious, wicked, malignant

Antonyms: kind, benevolent, loving,

considerate




Pertinent(ADJECTIVE) : ¥d:

Relevant to something
Synonyms: Connected , Apposite

Antonyms: Improper , Unfitting
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1. Consider the following statements regarding the earthquakes:

1. The intensity of earthquake is measured on Mercalli Scale
2. The magnitude of an earthquake 1s a measure of energy release
3. Earthquake magnitudes are based on direct measurements of the

amplitude of seismic waves

4, In the Richter Scale, each whole number demonstrates a

hundred-fold increase in the amount of energy released

Which of these statements are correct?
a)l,2and3

b) 2, 3 and 4

c)land 4

d) 1 and 3
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* An earthquake 1s the vibration/shaking experienced on surface 6?f4the Earth resulting from a

sudden release of energy in the Earth's lithosphere that creates seismic waves.

* The intensity of earthquake is measured on Mercalli Scale where as the magnitude of an

carthquake 1s a measured-on Richter Scale.

* The earthquake’s magnitude is determined using the logarithm of the amplitude of the

largest seismic wave calibrated to a scale by a seismograph.

® The each increase of 1 unit on the scale represents a 10-fold increase in the magnitude of an

carthquake.

* That is each integer reading of the Richter scale has an energy 100 times that of the previous

integer reading



2. What are the main Challenges of 2. AAVTE-H-AT HIAT hl qeq

Waste-to-Energy Plants ? W ERTF%‘)
a) low calorific value a) <hH HANT A
b) Improper Segregation b) A il ERGNUIE

¢) High costs of energy production () \'}Nl(f IScY (e h I=< AT

d) All of the above d) S Sh ¥t







3. Who is Known as Waterman

of India ?

a) Dheerendra Prasad
b) Kailash Satyarthi
c) Rajendra Prasad

d) None of the above

3. WA ok JATeHT o &9 | fhd
T ATAT 82

a) i IdTe

b) HeATT Geared
C) {Sivs 9918

d) STHE RIS I







4. Consider the following statements

1. Red Notice 1s not an international arrest warrant but

only an international wanted persons’ notice.

2. Red Notice is issued to warn about an event, a person,
an object, or a process that poses a serious and imminent

threat to public safety

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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e Red Notice: It is issued to seek the location and arrest of wanted persons for

prosecution or sentencing.

* Yellow Notice: To help locate missing persons or to help 1identify persons who are

unable to identify themselves.

* Blue Notice: To collect additional information about a person’s identity, location, or

activities in connection with a crime.
®* Black Notice: To seek information on unidentified bodies.

® Green Notice: To 1ssue warning about a person’s criminal activities, in case the

person 1s considered a possible threat to public safety.
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