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Putin is open to
a 13
peace’ deal: US.

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Trume's

peace” deal with Ukraine,
foloming tals secking to end
the more than three- year war.
Mr. Tramp has been pressing
Mozcow to agreeto a
ceasefire. 3 PAGE 14

C RJD
hold talks ahead
of Patna meeting

ofthe

other senior Rashiriya Janata
Dal leaders met Congress
prasident Matiicackun Khargs,
LoP in Lok Sabha Rabul
Gandhi, and other Congress
leaders on Tuesday. » PAGE 5

Beware of child
traffickers, SC

warns parents

sate of infants a3 inter-country
adoption. » PAGE &

NEW DELEI
Citing a recent Pardiamentary
Standing Committee on
Education report. the Congress
on Tuesday raised concern
ower “large-scale stagnation in
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Retail inflagdon at its lowest since 2019

Cc in food

months, possibly kad:ng to a further 50

MUMBAL

etafl inflation
| | s
ahalfyear low of
in  March, from

L4s%. with prices rising
for the first time since Sep-
tember 2023

Consumer food price in-
flation (CFPD hit a three-
year low of 2.7% in March,
a sharp drop from 3.75% in
the previous month, ac-
cording to data from the
Centre for In-

to data from the e Ministry of
Statistics and P

ar a lower 3.25% in March,

tion increased marginally
from 3.32% in February to
3.43% in March.

Dip in food inflation
Fuel and light inflation in-
reased moderately to

Economists agreed that
the inflation & likely to stay
under 4% in the coming
months, which they said
could prompt a
Tate: o SThe aofier st
expec s Price
Infiation] GBI will provide

Cooling prices
Retait inflation in March was the lowess since August 2019
moderate

a3 food prices continued to

Irfion

that the s will continue
on its commodative
Stance with the terminal
repo rate likely around 5%
o 5.25%," sald Upasna Bha-
radwaj, ‘the chief econo-
mist at Kotak Mahindra
Ba

Kerala had the highest
inflation of 6.6% followed

by Chhattisgarh, Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Assam, Harya-
B which al Had intiagon
E tnflation

ting month.
lha.n the 29% del

3.
ose 2.3%,
lowest in 4 liitle more than
a year. The kitchen szaple's
ce had increased 26% in
the previous month. Onion
prices 19% in

Cces seen as ¢ factor; softening inflation trails 2 repo rate cuts by RBE analysts expect price rise to stay below 4% in coming
50 bps rate cut: CPI data, released on the same day. moves in the same direction as wholesale price data

est 0.76% in March, down
from 2 8% in the previous
month. Fuel and power
prices Increased 0.2 %
from a deflation of 0.7% in
February 2025. Prices of

March, from 30% in the
previous month. Overall,
vegetable prices deflated

ried incroased at

goods too
increased 3.07% In March,
from 2.86% in the previous
month. The WPI food in-

5.9% in the
th.

Vivek Rathi. the n: 1

r_of earch at

Knight Frank India, said

households that are more
sensitive to price Increases.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 1.

Up and about

The graph shows the fall and

Indian indices

MuMBAL

Indian frontine Indices on
Tuesday surged over 2%
led by buying in banking
and auto stocks. The S&P
BSE Sensex gained 1,578
poins, or 2.1%.

The NSE Nifty-50 index
surged 500 points.

FULL REPORT ON
* PAGE 12

Troubled waters

Allahabad HC
chided by SC
for remarks in
assault cases

NEW DELHI

The SC on Tuesday voiced
perplexity at repeated judi-

playing an insensitive out-
ook towar: men.
The court was hearing a
suo monu case on an order
ed on March 17 which
groping
the pyjama
string of a minor did not
up to the grievous
crime of atctempted rape.

FULL REFORT
» PAGE &

IMD forecasts ‘above normal’ monsoon this year

NEW DELEL

india is likely to receive
‘above normal' monsoon
rainfall, or 5% more
the historical average o
cm, the India Meteorolog-
cal De ent (IMD) said
on Tuesday. Were this to
ar out, it would be a s
p year of ‘above nor-
mal” rains as India recetved
B% more than the histors
average from June-Sep-
e T yent
‘While all forecasts have

border crossing. » PAGE 14

cm
3

major cause for optimism
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National Herald case:
ED files chargesheet
against Sonia, Rahul

Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rabul Gandhi with Malliarjun

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has filed a prose-
cution complaint against
' aders

a

Assoctated ]ourna.ls ie-
ed, which -
al Herald n .

On Tuesday, a special
Deihi court posted the mat-
ter for its consd on

ical forecast systems monsoon rains will pan ov-
work,” he said. er the . the
TCurrendy. -meumal  ourlook suggests that the
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Over the equatorial Pacific  which spans several rain-
region. However, the at- fed agricultural S
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a cooling]

1 sea-
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April 25 when the special
counsel for the ED and 10
shall also ensure the pro-
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ake possession
alleged tanted proper-
Iies In the case, located in
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werful computers to gener-
are forecasts.

the April forecast and his-
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an and they are likely
i persist during the mon.
soon months, an IMD

statement added.
10D refers to se
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IMD forecasts ‘above normal’ monsoon this year

[acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is likely to receive
‘above normal’ monsoon
rainfall, or 5% more than
the historical average of 87
cm, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
on Tuesday. Were this to
bear out, it would be a se-
cond year of ‘above nor-
mal’ rains as India received
8% more than the histori-
cal average from June-Sep-
tember last year.

While all forecasts have
a 4% margin of error, the
IMD’s forecast could mean
enough water for the kha-
rif crop and improved stor-
age in country’s reservoirs.
However, it can also mean
episodes of intense rain
and translate to devastat-
ing floods.

The absence of an El Ni-
no, associated with the
warming of the Central Eg-
uatorial Pacific and six out
of 10 years associated with
weak monsoon rain, is a

Favourable skies: The forecast could mean enough water for the
kharif crop and improved storage in reservoirs. K.K. MUSTAFAH

major cause for optimism
regarding surplus rains.
Another factor is a parame-
ter called the °‘Eurasian
SNOW COVer, Or SNOW cover
areas of northern he-
misphere and Eurasia from
January-March 2025. These
were ‘below normal, ac-
cording to IMD meteorolo-
gists, and have an ‘inverse
relationship’ with that
year’s summer monsoon
rainfall. An inverse rela-
tionship means that lesser
snow corresponds to more
rain.

“For the monsoon fore-
cast, we use a dynamical,
coupled model,” said M.
Ravichandran, Secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences
at a press conference.
These are simulations of
the oceans and the at-
mosphere and fed into po-
werful computers to gener-
ate forecasts.

“We use five parameters
[snow cover being one] for
the April forecast and his-
torical data suggest that it
[Eurasian snow] has a 33%
correlation with good

monsoon. But the exact
causes can’t be always
known. That’s how dynam-

ical forecast systems
work,” he said.
“Currently,  ‘neutral’

conditions are prevailing
over the equatorial Pacific
region. However, the at-
mospheric circulation fea-
tures are similar to La Nina
[a converse of El Nino and
a cooling] conditions. Cli-
mate model forecasts indi-
cate that the neutral ENSO
(El Nino-Southern Oscilla-
tion) conditions are likely
to continue during the
monsoon season. At pre-
sent, neutral Indian Ocean
Dipole (I0OD) conditions are
present over the Indian
Ocean and they are likely
to persist during the mon-
soon months,” an IMD
statement added.

IOD refers to see-sawing
temperature differences in
the Indian Ocean with a
‘positive’ IOD — linked to
warmer sea-surface tem-
peratures, generally linked

to better rainfall.

While the IMD will up-
date next month how the
monsoon rains will pan ov-
er the country, the current
outlook suggests that the
‘core monsoon zone,
which spans several rain-
fed agricultural States in
central and east India will
receive ‘normal’ monsoon.

“The spatial distribution
suggests above-normal sea-
sonal rainfall is very likely
over most parts of the
country, except some areas
over north-west India,
north-east India and south
peninsular India, where
below-normal rainfall is
likely,” said a press
statement.

Since the IMD imple-
mented a new monsoon fo-
recast strategy in 2021, the
deviation from what the
April forecast predicts and
the rainfall actually re-
ceived is 2.7% of the histor-
ical average, compared to
2017-2020, when the error
was 7.5%.



ABOVE NORMAL RAINFALL PREDICTED

; Monsoon probabilities
Forecast
of seasonal Category Forecast
(June-September) Probability(%)
rainfall 105% of :
LPA* with a modet Deficient <90 2
error of +/-5% Below Normal | 90-95 9
Normal 96-104 30
8‘9'2 -'5333 :ggg)tvfe{:ege Above Normal | 105-110 33
seasonal rainfall over the
country as a whole is 87 cm Excess >110 26
Spatial distribution of probabilistic What does it show?
forecasts for tercile categories (above ‘Above normal’
normal, normal and below normal) seasonal
u a5 55 65 15 rainfall is very
Below :orm:: likely over most
. NZ: » parts of the
country
Some areas
over northwest
India (such
as Ladakh),
northeast India
(Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya,
White shaded areas Mizoram and
over land indicate Tripura), a few
climatological parts of Bihar and
probabilities - It :
sndaiis there 18 io Tamil Nadu may
clear signal from ', get ‘below normal’
the model ’ rainfall




India's Monsoon Forecast Overview

Consecutive
Years
. Second year of
Rainfall above-normal Forecasted
Expectation monsoon Period
Anticipated 5% June to September
increase over 2025
average




. Enhanced water
"X storage

oo Risk of
% Improved crop ' devastation

productivity

4/\ Potential for
\ / -~ floods

Benefits

Risks

Balancing Benefits and Risks of IMD Forecasts



(h El Niﬁq
' = Conditions
-0- v Neutral ENSO

—~~—~ (Conditions Above Normal
Snow Cover
k. Below Normal
WX Snow Cover (”‘,s Presence of El
4" Nifio

O"_} Absence of El
Nino

Factors Suppressing
Monsoon

Factors Favoring
Monsoon

Balancing Factors for Indian Monsoon



Elements of Monsoon Prediction

_Historical Data

2 ! ! ! ! s ! i ! ! = ! = !

Accurate Monsoon
Forecast



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the 2025 Monsoon Forecast by the IMD:

1.India is expected to receive above normal monsoon rainfall, largely due to below normal
Eurasian snow cover.

2.Neutral ENSO and positive Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) conditions are expected to persist
during the monsoon season.

3.According to the IMD, the forecast deviation since the new monsoon strategy (2021) is
over 7%.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* A)1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1 and 3 only
D)1, 2,and 3



National Herald case:
ED files chargesheet
against Sonia, Rahul

Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi with Mallikarjun
Kharge in New Delhi on Monday. PTi

Ishita Mishra

Devesh K Pandey
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has filed a prose-
cution complaint against
senior Congress leaders
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gand-
hi, Sam Pitroda, and oth-
ers, in an alleged money
laundering case related to
Associated Journals Limit-
ed, which owns the Nation-
al Herald newspaper.

On Tuesday, a special
Delhi court posted the mat-
ter for its consideration on
April 25. The ED filed the
chargesheet on April 9.

According to sources,
the complaint has been
filed under Sections 44 and
45 of the Prevention of Mo-
ney Laundering Act. “The
supplementary chargesh-
eet has named Sonia Gand-
hi, Rahul Gandhi, the par-
ty’s overseas chief, Sam
Pitroda, and Suman Dubey
as accused,” said a source,
adding that others named
include Young Indian, Do-
tex Merchandise Private Li-
mited, and Sunil Bhandari.

The ED probe started in
2021, based on a June 2014
order issued by a Patiala
House court metropolitan
magistrate, following a
private complaint filed by
senior BJP leader Subrama-
nian Swamy. The accused
have denied the charges on
multiple occasions.

“The present prosecu-
tion complaint shall next

B Y

be taken up for considera-
tion on the aspect of cogni-
sance before this court on
April 25 when the special
counsel for the ED and 10
shall also ensure the pro-
duction of the case diaries
for perusal by the court,”
the court said on Tuesday.

Properties attached
Last week, the ED served
notices on the Registrars of
Property as part of the pro-
cess to take possession of
the alleged tainted proper-
ties in the case, located in
Bandra (East) Mumbai; Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Delhi; and Bisheshwar
Nath Road, Lucknow.

The agency also served
a notice on Jindal South
West Projects Limited for
transfer of monthly rent to
the agency. “These proper-
ties were attached after ex-
tensive investigation by the
ED which revealed signifi-
cation generation, posses-
sion, and use of proceeds
of crime to the tune of
%988 crore,” he ED said.

“To secure the proceeds
of crime and to prevent the
accused form dissipating
the same, the immovable
properties of Associated
Journals Limited located at
Delhi, Mumbai, and Luck-
now, valued at 661 crore
along with the shares of
AJL valued at ¥90.2 crore
were attached by issuing
provisional attachment or-
der dated November 20,
2023,” it said.

A INY



Allegations Against Associated Journals Limited

Identify AJL

Associated Journals
Limited is
recognized as the
owner of the
National Herald
newspaper.

>0

Young Indian

Involvement
Young Indian,
allegedly controlled
& by the Gandhis, is
_6 accused of acquiring
P4 property.

N

2240 22240

Allegations I___F“I
Arise
RENT

Allegations of money
laundering and
misuse of funds
surface against AJL.



CSuman Dubey

z—————— Money Laundering
Case




) Delhi Court Proceedings
Key Events in the Money J

Laundering Case

The court schedules a hearing
for April 25

2012

Complaint filed by
Subramanian

Swamy The court directs ED and 10 to
submit case diaries

The Enforcement Directorate
complies with the court's order

2014

ED probe begins

The Investigating Officer al
J based on court order gating Officer also

submits the required
documents




ED Issues Notices to Attach Assets

Attach
ED Issues Properties in
Notices 2023
The Enforcement \ Q ED attaches
Directorate initiates p properties worth INDD
legal action _@_ %90.2 crore

2240 >0 2240

>0

= Attach AJL £y Target Jindal

— Properties — @ South West
. ED attaches ED sends notice to
properties worth Jindal South West

661 crore Projects Limited



National Herald's Political Impact

Jawaharlal
Nehru

Nehru founded
National Herald for
Congress’s voice.

Gandhi Family

Gandhi family's
involvement amplifies
political significance.
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India slams
Pakistan for
its remarks
on Wagf Act

NEW DELHI
Pakistan has no locus stan-
di to comment on India’s

Tuesday in a statement af-
ter Pakistans Ministry of

Murshidabad remains calm after Wagf
protests, arrests go up to 230 in Bengal

Residents of the areas affected by violence over the new W f Law want

shops opened for Bengali New Year but public activity

s
KOLKATA

n uneasy calm pre-
Ava.lled in the vio-
lence-hit areas of

Dhulian and Shamshergan)

¥
district of
Tu

Foreign Affairs described

the Waqf in

Act, lN)E as an “infris West Be 1 on .
ment over the religious | with no fresh incidents re-

and emno(nlc rights of In-
dian Muslims™.

“We strongly reject the
motivated
comments made by Pakis-
tan on the Act enacted by
the ment of India...
pakistan would do better
to look at its own abysmal
record when it comes to
protecting rights of minori-
ties, instead of preaching
w
fairs Mlnlslry spokesper-

ported for the past three
days. While some shops

on the occasion of
Pol.l.a Elalsakh (Be: New
Year).dpubhc activity re-

ter across the river in ad-
Jjoining Malda district have
reportedly not vyet re-

son Randhir Jaiswal

Pakistan's Foreign Office | tinued. bringing the total
had called the law “dis- | number detained in con-
criminatory”. adding that | nection with the recent
& usurps the o 22
rights of Muslim commu: General of Police (South
ty and could potentially | Bengab

ss them of a num-
berof mosques, shrines
and other holy places™.

Supratim Sarkar
said a Special Investigation
Team (SIT} arrested Kalu

Nadaf and Dildar Nadaf for

the alleged murder of Har-
gobind Das and son

n Das. The aoc\sed
are residents of Dign area
frabad, Mr. Sarkar

her and son were

among the three people

>ermanent d oviment of Central fc

killed during the protests
against the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Act.

Separately, nine more
persons were arrested in
connection with the vio-

while astempting to hold a
protest against

Despite e setatve
calm in Murshidabad, pu-
blic anger remained palpa-
ble in areas affected by the

lence South 24

in oust]
Parganas district, where a
mob

police personnel and set
police vehicles on fire

. Dom-
kal and Jafrabad, with
some

the permanent deploy-

ment of the Central Armed

; some

s face public ire

Police Forces (CAPF

Following an interven-
tion by the Calcutta High
Courr, over 20 CAPF com-
panies have been

Petitions seek probe
into anti-Wagf law
violence in Bengal

NEW DELHI

One plea sought a

Zovt. to file a report

have been filed o the Su-
preme variously
seeking the = setting ue nfa

in the region.

Visiting political repre-

sentatives faced public ire.

Trinamool Cnngress

mp from Jangipur, Kh; lur
hman, faced

tions from resldents, with

gress MP Isha Khan
hury. There were also re-
ports that Farakka MLA
Manirul Islam had left his
residence in the violenc
affected area of Dhulian to
seek shelter elsewhere.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has called a meet-
‘with imams and muez-
zins on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the Act, reiterating
that the Law will not be im-
plemented in the State.

spectal
(SIT) and a court- rnonl-
tored probe into the vio-
lence in West Bengal over

in the Su me Court

protect public
property and lives

Quring protests against the

the Waqf
Act, 20

25
The pettioners, Shash-
ank Shekhar Jha and Vishal
Tewari, referred to the vio-

High Co
dered the d
Central forces in Murshida-
bad diserict

At least three people
were killed and hundreds

o
Rurshidabad, matly Sutl,
Samserganj, Dhulian and
Jangipur, on April 11 and 12

The new law came ln:o
force on APril 8.

Hearing today
As more petitions for and
against the newly enacted
law mmmue to be filed in

hearing it first

onal  Law
Board (AIMPLB), lheDr:l\1~
da Munnetra
(DMK  and

Ulama-i-Hind.

Vadra walks to ED’s office,
records statement in 2008
Haryana land deal case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Tuesday re-
corded the statement of

Accompanied by  his
supporters, Mr. Vadra
walked the two kilometres

ment or any agency. I am

going to answer all

questions, but let’s have a
lusion

. people
will not believe in this kind

Businessman Robert Vadra leaves sfter beng ques
in 3 money Baundering case on Tuesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERWA

of agency or govern-
ment._.” Mr. Vadra told
presspersons, that

he had previously been

tioned by the ED

The company had pur-
portedly acquired 3.5 acres
of land in Shikohpur from

r company named

and he would cemu-me o

veve:
ar date, expressing his tn-

for about 7.5 crore. As al-
leged earlier, Onkareshwar
Properties did not encash

T.N. student attacks
classmate with
machete in school

Sudhalkar .
TIRUNELVELL

pencil_
When the class teacher,
Revathi, 44, tried to save
the victim, she also sus-
tained injuries. The stu-
dent and the teacher were
admitted to a hospital, and
ir condition was said to

be stable.

loped enmisy a couple of

months ago over the bor-

rowing of 2 pencil, got into
at

layamkottai, Thillai Naga-
rajan, vissted the school
and launched a probe.

Bags to be checked
1n the wake of the incident,
the heads of all schools in
the district have been In-
structed to check the stu-
dents’ bags for weapons
every day.

After holding inquiries
with the teachers of the
matriculation school

where the Incident oc-
curred, Chief Educational

bags of will be
cked before the start of
<l 10 onfiscate

help procure a housing i
hrough influence in

ability to join the
tion at that time.
The case pertains to a

am, carried out in
February 200! a com-
pany, Skylight Hospitality,

of which Mr. Vadra was
earlier a director.

then
under Chief Minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda of the

r a reial
project to Skylight Hospi-
tality for the sasd land i al-
leged violation of the law.

school. On  Tu A
around 10 a.m., one of

quentdly surrendered at the
Palayamkottai police sta-
tion with !he weapo

Deput rissioner
of Police, Tirunelveli East,
Vinodh Shantharam, and
Inspector of Police, Pa-

ction, in-
cluding r n of cas-
es by the police, will be ta-

sion of any banned mate-
rials. “We need to take
tough decisions in the best
interest of our children
and the teachers as well.”

Mr. Sivakumar said.
(With inpurs from Ch 0

Operation Chakra V: CBI
gets hold of four ‘kingpins’
in ‘digital arrest’ fraud

Devesh K. Pande:
NEW DELH|

The Central Bureau of In-
mgznan (CBD has arrest.
= fou, people, two each
from Mumbal and Morada-
bad (Uttar Pradesh). for
thelr alleged Involvement

al arrest” fra

part ‘of “Operation o ehaxen
ar 12

In such = fraud, criminais extort
maney from targets by posing
as officials online. GETTY sAcEs

locations in the country.
The CBI has registered
multiple cases of “digital
arrests~. The agency took
ower the instant case on
govern-
ment’s request. It was ear-

as

After taking over the
case, the CBI analysed the
available data and profiles
of in-

were employed to identify
the perpetrators. Based on

the amrest of four
uals.
~Substantial  material

v 1duzls were
produced before the com-
petent court and have
been five

days olponce custody.” the
n hls Mﬂ'lll Ki Baar' ad-

dress last October, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

lating agencies such as
the Reserve Bank of India

(RBD.
At first, they collect the
personal  information of

“digitally arrested~
for some offence.

Pakistan planned to attribute 26/11
to Indian Muslims: former IB official

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELII

Pakistan planned to attri-
bute the 26/11 Mumbal ter-

country-
chestrated by the Indian
Mujahideen (IM) earlier,
Ashok . former Spe-
cial

Direct:
Bureau aB). told The Hin-
du. The home-grown ter-
ror group, backed by Pakis-
was controlled
had close

in his
movement and travel from

ment through Nepal and

~The attack revealed the
true hydra-headed nature

collaring target dara in s
rachi,” Mr. Prasad said.
He said the 10 terrorists

Jihadi terrorism. Thus, Pa-
kistani agencies were able
o motivate Pak-Ameri

<l n David Coleman
Headley through the LeT
cne

were and exten-
sively trained in Pakistan
with inputs from IM ele-
ments. 1 attack was
Inimchied by sea with cam.
munication being main-

Qe The [26/11
terror] attack
revealed the true
hydra-headed nature of
ate-sponsored
jehadi terrorism

tained through a comumu-
nicark

New
Jarsey, Snanced and cooe-
dinated from Spain and Ita-
Iy he said.

Key turn
The former Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer said
had it not been for the slain

powered one of the terro-
rists, Ajmal Kasab, the true
nature of the operation
and the extent of Pakistan’s

involvement
been unravelled.
“The 10 Pakistani terro-
rists who carried the 26/11
artack had Indian identhy

Supreme Court flays Allahabad HC
for insensitive observations in orders

Krishnadas
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Cowrt on
Tuesday voiced perplexity
Judicial obser-

(he |5|s pla.n, the r:h
miade in the
i of oo Atujahi-
deen, basically with the in-
tention of auributing the
entire attack to an Indian

norities,” he sal

e afieer added that if
Kasab had not been caught
alive, the entire conspiracy
could not have been
revealed.

At least 166 persoms. in-
cluding six Americans,
were killed in the 26/11 ter-

at
vations in orders emanat-
ing from the Allahabad
High Court, one of the ol

constitu:

o arape
Fae case while remart

Justice B.R. Gaval

the survivor “invited trou-
ble and was responsible for
e

~What is in

these remarks?” Solicitor-

mbmlned_ The Bench ad-

“The action in gquestion,
committed with clear sex-
ual intent, are direct steps
in furtherance of rape and
should not be dismissed as

Journed th, of modes-
noting that the service of Ty, It is ed the res-
the pleadings among the pondents [accused] did
parties was incomplete. not stop committing the

March 17 remarks

On March 17, Justice Mishra
had the cwo accused
could at best be charged
ek e temer ofienes ot
- for

. Why
make all these observa-
Sons ks BN Clval

mon man perceive

o
sexually  assaulting  the
child and breaking her py-
Jama serings.

According to the prose-
cution version, uo
had given the victim a lft
abbed her

crime voluntarily,
they were forced to flee the
scene only on the sudden
i

son plea filed by the ac-
cused against a summons
from the trial court on the
charge of rape.

amx




Operation Chakra V: CBI
gets hold of four ‘kingpins’
in ‘digital arrest’ fraud

Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed four people, two each
from Mumbai and Morada-
bad (Uttar Pradesh), for
their alleged involvement
in “digital arrest” fraud.

The arrests, made as
part of ‘Operation Chakra
V’, followed searches at 12
locations in the country.

The CBI has registered
multiple cases of “digital
arrests”. The agency took
over the instant case on
the Rajasthan govern-
ment’s request. It was ear-
lier registered by the cyber
police in Jhunjhunu.

As alleged, the victim
was “digitally detained” for
over three months by cyb-
er criminals impersonating
as personnel of various law
enforcement  agencies.
During this period, the vic-
tim was extorted of ¥7.67
crore on 42 occasions.

After taking over the
case, the CBI analysed the
available data and profiles
of suspects. Advanced in-

In such a fraud, criminals extort
money from targets by posing
as officials online. GETTY IMAGES

vestigative techniques
were employed to identify
the perpetrators. Based on
the findings, the agency re-
cently conducted exten-
sive searches across 12 lo-
cations in Moradabad and
Sambhal in U.P., Mumbai,
Jaipur, and Krishnanagar
(West Bengal), leading to
the arrest of four
individuals.

“Substantial material
was seized during these
searches, including bank
account details, debit
cards, cheque books, de-
posit slips, and digital dev-
ices/evidence. The arrest-
ed individuals were
produced before the com-
petent court and have
been remanded in five

days of police custody,” the
agency said.

In his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ ad-
dress last October, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had cautioned the people
against ‘digital arrest’
frauds being committed to
scam the victims of their
hard-earned money and
asked them to report such
cases to the cyber helpline.

In this scam, fraudsters
make phone/video calls to
the prospective targets,
posing as officials from va-
rious law enforcement and
regulating agencies such as
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBD).

At first, they collect the
personal information of
potential victims, the se-
cond move is to create an
atmosphere of fear by pre-
senting themselves in
probe agency uniforms
with a government office-
like background and quot-
ing legal provisions. The
criminals put psychologi-
cal pressure on the victims
by claiming that they have
been “digitally arrested”
for some offence.



CBI Arrests in Digital Fraud Case

CBI identifies digital arrest
fraud

CBI plans operation to arrest
suspects

CBI arrests 2 individuals in
Mumbai

CBI arrests 2 individuals in
Moradabad




Operation Chakra V Fraud
Timeline

Q
Over 3 months

Victim digitally
detained

42 occasions

Extortion of ¥7.67
crore




‘DIGITAL ARREST’
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The increase in India’s

exports in the month
of March

P\ Y Fane

e
trade deficit stood at 521 54 b‘lbon\ " the
same month. Imports increased by 11.3%
year-on-year to $63.51 bi
ey e e T
to $820.93 billlon. »n

Child migrants who

THE2@&& HINDU

The dip in India’s gems Number of persons

died while crossing the and jewellery exports
in FY25

| | B Borty
mvr)a l.‘?'“‘ and
-,

Mediterranean

Some 3.500
migrant
<hildren have

dhed or gone missing in the past decade
tryng 1 cross the Mediterranean for Itaty,
UNICEF estimated. The UN agency said
that the true number of dead or missng
children was “bikely much higher” r

deciined by 11.72% 1o $20.5 S biion (around
72.41 lakh crore) in 2024-25 compared to

& Jewellery Export Promotion Council. »

exports

who availed the Kargil
Courier Service as T New report

The Kangd Courler
Service was
started on
February 8 to facilitate ferrying of stranded
Territories after the closure of the report

lometre Srinagar-Leh National
Highway due To snowfall in Zojila. »+

Number of judges per
million le in Indic:

There are onty 15 judges per
mémtion peopte in the country, a
far cry from the Law

Commission’s recommendation of 50
pudges per million population, a 2025

on India’s judscial system released
on Tuesday said. en
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Are births, deaths being properly reglstered"

‘What does the Re;

ration of Birth and Death Act
have the authority to register births and deaths on their own? When was the last Vi

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu (2) instagram.com/the_hindu

EXPLAINER

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:

n March 17, the office of the

Registrar General of India

(RGI) cautioned private and

vernment h s to
report incidents of births and deaths
within 21 days, The Hindu reported. This
circular by the Vital Statistics division of
the RGI, which works under the Union
Home Ministry (MHA), was issued after it
was found thit many medical inscinutions
vere e law.

‘What did the March 17 circular say?
The circular stated that around 10% of

gerring registered and significant progress
towards the

Tmbvereal registration, “the target Sor100%

registration” is yet to be achieved.

tal Statistics Report for India published’

been indefinitely delayed.

‘What were other concerns of RGI?
The RG1 said that it has been observed
that some hospitals instead of registering
the events wait for the relative of the baby
or the deceased to approach them and

reported that some private hospieals don't
report birth and death events to the
concerned registrar and advise the
relatives to report It himself. The RGI said
that some do not take

THE GIST

The office of the Registrar
Seneral of india (RS

cautior

Eoremment hospitals to repart
incidents of birth and deatn
within 21 days.

Effective October 1,2023,

measures for making the registration

ess citizen friendly, stressing that
birth and death certificates need to be
ssued within seven days.

‘What about the Vital Statistics of

India report?

The repart which depicts data regarding
infant mortality, sdll-bmh and

the national level has not been published

since 2020. Such data is used by

t evaluace the ecivenass nfvarlous

digeal birch
became the single and only

Institutions, govern
marrage registration amony
hers.

Under the Chvl Registration
System (CRS), controlied by the
RGI, gowernment hospitals.
have been entrusted with the
responsibility of functioning as

According to an RGI report, the level of soclal sector programs and akso serves as reghvar
Tegistration of births and deaths in the Proper database: A special camp for changing Aadhaar card details, and getting birth and death (he comerstone of the public health
country n 2011 was 82 4% and 66.4% certificates, conducted by the Madura: Corporation in 2021 FILE PHOTO m. The report is 3 com: ofall
me Vital statisties reports of State
of Birth and Death Act, 1969, which was State governments. The registration Is portal — the Civil Registration System. ents. States and UTs such as
amended in 2023, registration of all births | performed by different departments in Fhirmachal Prs sh, Karnataka, Delhi,
and deaths is mandatory. As per Section States. While In some States and Union Why through a centralised portal? Chandigarh, Mizoram, Goa, and
23(2) of the RBD Act, ™ v the Territories such as Assam, Chandigarh, Effective October 1, 2023, digital birth Arunachal pradesh hive published
registrar in registering any birch or “eath~ | Haryana, becamé the single and only reports till 2022 published Vital
is punuhable with a fine. The fine was ©Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim and the Andaman document to prove the date of birth for tistics Report for I(zm]a s in 2021
enhanced to upto 21,000 from 250 in the and Nicobar Islands, the Health vartous services such as admissson to and Mizoram is the only State to have
amended Act. department is involved in all levels of jobs, o in 2023,
registration, in other States like Kerala the | marriage registration among others. The “The 2020 report published by the RGI
Who can register such events? registration is done by the panchayat data will be used to update the National sald that the number of registered births
Under the Civil Registration System (CRS), department, while in Bihar the Population Register (NPR), ration cards, has decreased from 248 crore in 2019 to
controlied by the RGI, government directorate of economics and statistics property registration and electoral rolls. 2.42 crore in 2020 — a decrease of about
hospétals have been entrusted with the does it According to the 2 The NPR, first collected in 2010 and 2.4%. In the case of registered births,
responsibility of functioning as regist amendiment to thie RED Act, the RGIshall | updated in 2015 through door-to-door there has been a fall in the year 2020, in
Private hospitals are 0 report maintain 2 datsbase at the tational eration already has a database of 119 imost all States except Bihiar, Haryana,
the events in their jurisdiction to the and it crore NPR is the first step to the | Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Sikkim,
registrar so that certificates can be i and Registrars share e Information with | Creatio of the National Register Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jamu
to the family. the Centre. According to the 2023 Act, Citizens, per the Citizenship Act, 1955. and Kashmir, and Ladakh compared to
RBD Act empowers the RGI to take | which became effective October 1, 2023 updation of NPR is currently on hold | 2019. The number of registered deaths
steps to coordinate and unify the activities | all births and deaths in the country are to | as it & to be done taneously with the | increased from 76.4 lakh in 2019 to 81.2
of Chief Registrars who are appointed by be digirally registered through Centre's first phase of the next Census, which has takh in 2020.
volunteers™ to a regular workforce. The
&ale has also l:alled out the Centre THE GIST
refusing to give the cash grant it owed to
the State National Health Mission (NHAM) -

protesting in Kerala?

What is the payvment structure of Accredited Social Health Activists in Kerala? Does it meet

wag

C.Mava

The story so far:
or over two months.
section of Kerala's 625 mong

paid by the State while the incentives are

paid by the Centre and State at a 60-40

reiie: The State government claims that
Kerala pays one of the highest

honorarium o ASHAs, whereas the

to ASHAS by the Union

Health M:(h'iﬁs (ASHAS) Me
been on a day-night agitation on the
streets dem: tter remuneration
and retirement benefits. While the
agitation gained much attention and was
also raised in Parliament, the issues raised
by the ASHAS remain unresolved.

‘Why are they protesting?

ASHAS in Kerala are given a monthly
honorarium of 7,000 and a fixed
incentive of £3.000. Depending on the
area where they work (for example, the

nment ror various services has
remained the same from the of

demanded ehat the critera Haked o the
honumrmm be removed. Their main

ormand 15 1o hike the honorariim to
:21.000 a month so that thy

the scheme. Kerala Health Minister veena

George’s statement that almost all ASHAs
in the State are drawing anywhere from
210,000- 213,000 a month was refuted by

the ASHAs who pointed out that they
received much less in reality because of
the criteria linked to honorariums.

‘What are the long term demands?
In Kerala, which has one of the highest

tribal belD, they also get additional
ient of the entire

wage . and where
dafly wages for various jobs range

hono incentives are less than 1250 daily. T
dependent on them fulfilling certain = =
lated criteria. The is pending

s due to them, they also

200s. ASHAS as
Tioaith vohiteers father than as & regular
workforce. Hence the:
salary, no pens!
benefits. ASHAS point out that they would
forever remain on the fringes unless they
were made into a regular workforce.

What is the State saying?
The State Government has all

maintained that ASHASs come under the
Union and that it ws '

issued
orders de linking the condions which
were attached to
payment. it s pehcsod 1o retent to the
AS| " demand for a hike in honorarium
or mmem benefits, citing the State's
precarious finances.

Moreover, the State government is
pocyed that the Kerala ASHA Health
Workers® As: n ) which is

leading the agitation Is dnlng so In front of
the Secretariat and not in front of the Raj
Bhavan. it has tried to discredit the
agitation, accusé /A of leading an
anti-government™ movement.

‘What is the curr.

The Union Health Minister has del:lared in

the Rajya Sabha that the incentives for

ASHAS would be revised, yet no

timefram. n fixed for the same.
During the ki negotiations,

the State Government put forth a

up to the Centre to change the fate of
AStias by making fundamental changes
in the scheme such as revising the
Incemtive pattern hanging their
employment status from non paid ~health

thata b met up i
Sty the Issues of ASHAS, Including the
honorarium hike. KAHWA suggested thar
In the interim, ASHAS hike of at
least 3,000 —

ASHAS in Kerala are given 3
monthly honcearm of £7,000
2nd a fixed incentive of $3,000.
Depending on the area where
they work ffor example, the
tribal bett), they also get
SSditional incenthres.

10 Kerala, which has one of the
heghest mirsmum wage
structures, and where caily
wages for various jobs range
arywhere from 2700-%1,200,
ASHAS eam less than 7250
dady.

The Union Health Minister has
declared in the Rajya Sabha
that the incentives for ASHAS
would be revised, yet no
timeframe has been fixed for
the samse.

Amx




Number of judges per
million people in India,
as per new report

There are only 15 judges per
l million people in the country, a

far cry from the Law
Commission’s recommendation of 50
judges per million population, a 2025
report on India’s judicial system released

on Tuesday said. e
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM




Country

Russia

Croatia

Slovenia

North Macedonia

Czech Republic

Germany

Hungary

Slovakia

Belgium

Bulgaria

Judges per Million Population

467.96

402.70

388.06

307.07

266.15

253.38

24728

235.92

230.43

207.92

Year of Data

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002

2002




‘South sweeps justice rankings

Courts under pressure
@ Rank (1JR3-2022)
£ Rank (IR 4-2025) | Judge vacancy

Overall ranking
Large and mid-sized states

Odisha
Punjab
Maharashtra

Gujarat

State Score (out of 10) | ™ Number of High Courts where judge vacancy
is below 20%

Karnataka
Andhra Pradesh Total states
Telangana UR1-2019 | 1 | R 25
il 2-2000 | 2 [BESESEEEEZEE s
Tamil hiadd T EEE T

| Chhattisgarh UR3-2022 5 gmummmsmmmms 25
Madhya Pradesh Ra-2005 | 6 EEEEEEEEEEEEE,

m Number of states and UTs where judge
vacancy in subordinate courts is below 20%

Total states

ILLUSTRATION: SUNEESH K Haryana IJR1-2019 16 EEEEEEEEEEEE 36
SOUTHERN STATES HAVE emergedas  genderrepresentation,especiallywithin ih s ———
the frontrunners in the latest edition of ~ the police and judiciary. For example, Pihag R 2 - 2020 ‘ 19 E===== EEmEEE 36
theIndiaJusticeReport(IJR),whichranks Karnataka remains the only state to Rajasthan T
states on their capacity todeliverjustice. have met its SC, ST and OBC quotas T DR3-2022 15 B e Eme e 35
The report, which evaluates the acrossboth police and lower courts —a L L L L
structural Ic)ap.a\,city of statesacrossfour ~featno othefstate has matched. Uttarakhand R 472025 ‘ 28 E= HHHHHHH el

key pillars — police, judiciary, prisons,
and legal aid — places Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana in the
top three spots among large and mid-
sized states.Kerala and Tamil Nadu fol-
low suit at ranks four and five.

The rankings, based on official gov-
ernment data, spotlight human
resource strength, diversity,infrastruc-
ture, budget allocations and workload.
While these five states have consistently
outperformed others, the report notes
that even the top performers fall short
on critical parameters like caste and

Meanwhile, gains such as the dou-
bling of per capita legal aid spend and
improved prison infrastructure are off-
set by declining paralegal volunteer
numbers and severe staff shortages in
forensics and prison healthcare. The
report flags systemic challenges — from
overcrowded prisons and sluggish judi-
cial recruitment to stark gender imbal-
ances in the police force — that con-
tinue to impede meaningful progress.

Compiled by Geetika Srivastava
Designed by Sarvesh Kumar Sharma

Uttar Pradesh
West Bengal

I sikkim

Himachal Pradesh

Tripura
Meghalaya
Mizoram

Goa

Arunachal Pradesh

Pendency

» 17 large states have more than 25% cases
pending for more than 3 years at the
subordinate court level

» In 22 states/UTs, the share of cases

pending for more than 5 years went up from
IJR 3 at the subordinate court level

» In 15 states and UTs, the share of cases
pending for more than 5 years went up from
1JR 3 at the High Court level



Locked in: Struggling prisons
Overcrowded and understaffed
= No. of states/UTs where prison occupancy was below 100%

JR1-2019
JR 2 - 2020
JR 3 - 2022
UR 4 - 2025

m No. of states/UTs where

JR1-2019
JR 2 - 2020
JR 3 - 2022

UR 4 - 2025

17
15
1 4
11

5
S
8
S

Total states

B0 ED R R N SR BE OND BN AU AT U W 0D OE M omom 36
B O D SRR D Ov sy W
L L T R 36
T I s s i
YIS TSy 36
L B B 0 B F J B B e ]
LR B B B 1 [ I NS S e
SEENEEEEEE s 00
the correctional staff vacancy was below 20%
WEE e 6 states/UTs
T E L e L 23 (Tamil Nady,
W 0 Negaland,
SEssmsnssnsnn 2/ NMTMM%
ammu
EEEEEEEEEEEE. Kashmir,
11 EEEEET L met the 1:200
W 0 T D W 25  penchmark.

Missing in action: Few cops, fewer women
Population per police personnel

mSanctioned ™ Actual

2011

2015

2016

2022

2030E

- How long will it take for women's
- share in police to hit 33%? (years)

Tripura

92 ))
A&N Islands Q7T
Jharkhand D 175.1

Mizoram (D 132.1
Assam B 119.6
Karnataka (N 115.7
D&NH/D&D S 94.2
Sikkim S 93.6
Rajasthan (D 92

Meghalaya (D 85.7

Legal aid remains

starved of funds
Per capita spending in
2022-23 (in %)

Police
S
Judiciary
|
a Pris{ons
(58 Legal aid

Source: India Justice Report, 2025
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U.S. Vice £ i,

Vance praised

sEuTERS

- b

wged Europe 1o be more indepencent, warning aganst being a

ction for Europe,

and mncoﬂrd positive U.S.-U.K. trade relations despite challenges

the Us. wr

HANOI

In Vietnam. Xi bats for ‘free trade’;

Trump slams Chinese leader’s tour

-~
China’s President 16 Snping urged Vi

=

1o “uphold free trade

ietnam
and oppose unilateral bullying” Guring his Hanot vis on Tuesday,
signing 45 cooperation agreements on supply chains, Al, 3nd
railways. The visit contrasts with U_S. tarifs, which President Tramp
oriticised as eforts to “screw” the US. sr

MANILA

Captured underwater drone sent
messages to China, says Philippines

[——

~
Five drones found by

A

Eppi between

2022 3nd

military said on Tuesday. Some hare Chiness markings, with one
relaying signals to China. Found in strategic locations, the drones
raise security concems amid South China Sea tensions. s

» S
France ex

els 12 /

erian officials,

recalls envoy. says presidenc

-~
France’s President

Catter

Algenian officials and

12 French officials to leave. The dispute foliows Algena's arest of a

French
Sahara,

. and migration v

Trump freezes $2.2 bn in grants
to Harvard over campus activism

es Lo its

government — regard-

The inistration has and k reforms at the university. as well as cha
issi licies: Harvard Alan Garber says the institution will not bend to the government's demands
to lts sdmissions polictes.
BOsTO! 1t also deman: un-

he federal govern-

The hold on Harvard's
funding marks the seventh
tme President Donald

force compliance with Mr.
Trumpy political agenda.
Six of

= Students protesting AEaInst the war in Gaza at an

in the tvy League.

It sets the for a
the

Show of powe
encampment at Harard Unwersity in Cambridge in April 2024, ap

a letter to Harvard on
[-rld;-y Mr. Trump’s admi-
had called for

federal government and
America’s oldest  and

broad and lea-

ded t
iversity audit views or di-
versity on campus, and
stop recognising some stu-
dent clubs.

More cuts
The federal government
said almost $9 billion in
grants and contracts in to-
tal were at risk if Harvard
iy

on :\md.)? Harvard
President Alan Garber said
the university would not

bend to the government's
University
il nor sirrender ite idc.

pendence or relinquish its

dership reforms at the un-
iversicy, as well as changes

rights” Mr.
Garber said in a letter to
the a4 community.

Tens OF which party is in
— should dictate

o has
al funding for
the University of Pennayl-
vania. Brown,

Comel and Northwestern,

It is up to China to
come to talks for a
trade deal: Trump

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
lieves it is up o Ching,
the United States, o

tensions escalate between
the world’s
economies.

“The ball is in China’s
court. China needs to

two Dbiggest

d.
‘While Ms. Leavitt main-
tained that Mr. Trump was

Danald Trump

open to a deal with Beijing.

she stressed that it was Chi-
na that d to step for-
ward first.

This year alone, Mr
Trump has imposed an ad-
ditional 145% tariff on ma-

ny goods from China,
stacking atop dutles from
= g

Putin open to
‘permanent
peace’ deal,
says Witkoff

Agence France Presse

WASHINGTON

Donald
p envoy said
on Monday thar Russian
leader Viadimir Putin was
open to “permanent
peace deal with Ukraine,
following talks seeking to
end the more than three-
war.

Mr. Trump has been
presmg Moscow and Kyiv

0 agree to a ceasefire but
has Ealledt. to wxtract may
major concessions from
the Krembin.

US.  President
Trumy

This involved over
fentanyl and other illicit
drugs, as well as 125% over
trade practices.

vised on Monday that he
sees a  peace

“emerging".

Deportation drive:
60,000 Afghans exit
Pakistan in 2 weeks

KABUL

Nearly 60,000 Afghans
have been forced t leave
Pakistan since the start of
April, the International Or-
ganisation for Migration

Paign to deport migranes o
anistan.

Pakistan last month sec
an early April deadline for
some 8,00,000

carrying n _Citizen
Cards (ACC) issued by the
Pakistani _authorities to
leave the country. in the se-
cond phase of efforss to re-

P Between 1and 13 Apnl
2025, 10M  recorded
Sharp rise in forced re

turns, with nearly 60,000
individuals crossing back

agency said in a statement_
Families with their be-
tow have

Spin Boldak in the south,
recalling scenes in 2023
when tens of thousands of
Afghans fled_deporeation
threats in Pakistan.

The UN says nearly
three million Afghans live
in Pakistan, many having
been there for decades, at-
ter fleeing successive con-
flicts in their
fol the Taliban's re-
turn to power in Kabul in
2021

Calculated pushback

Paim trees planked inthe ‘green bekt” y

Israel killed at least 71
civilians in Lebanon
since ceasefire: UN

GENEVA

el forces hive illed
Cicmens Of tieiiorts i Leba:
Do Shricn 2 e et ik
gffect late last year, nclud-
ing a number of women
and children, the United
Nations said on Tuesday.
The UN rights office re-
ported that Israeli military
operations had killed and
injured civilians in Leba-
ur months
since the fragile truce bet-
ween Israel and Hezbollah
on November 27.
coriAcorinting & m our initial

1 civilians
Prve Deen Kilied by tstaeli
forces in Lel

Karbala, in an pe
sector,

prevent the

w a's

of Karbata, Iraq. REUTERS.

civiian infrastrocture. AFP

person Thameen Al-Khee-
tan told presspersons in
Geneva.

as office noted
that Israeli strikes on Leba-
nese territory had hit civi-
lian infrastructure since
the ceasefire, including re-
sidential buildings, medi-
cal facilities, roads and at
least one cafe.

Maldives bans Israeli passport holders,
in resolute solidarity’ with Palestine

coLoMso

The Maldives on Tuesday
announced a ban on Israell
tourists to the scenic island
nation, reaffirming its “re-
solute with the

Maldives reaffirms its reso-
lute solidaricy with the Pal-
estinian cause and its en-
uring commitment to the
promotion and protection
of the rights of the Palesti-
nian e. The Mal

Palestinian can

to
accountability for viola-
. 1

Mulzzu ratified the Third
Arnendrnenr to the Mal
dives Immigration
passed by parliament or
People’s Majlis on April 15,
his office said. The move
ESOGR IHA Eover R ok

st in response to
the continuing awrocities
and ongoing acts of geno-
cide committed by Israel
against the Palestinian pe-

- a from his

Act,

tions of aw
and remains vocal across
various international plac-
forms In its condemnation
of Israel's actions,” it furth-

1srael is not among the
top 10 source markets of
the Indian Ocean archipe-
. Wi economy re-
lies heavily on tourism._ Ac-
cording to data published
by Maldivian Tourism

the popular
destination of pristine
beaches has received 25

Mohamed Mulzzu

many as 729,932 tourists
this year, untl April 14,
70% of whom went to the
peacesd Micited Afmae Iu:

buting 5% of arrvals this
The ban on Lsraell
tourists, announces

Tuesday, comes into effect

immediatel pokesman
oo i el
0l news agency AFP.

With Tuesday's ratifica-
tion, which formalises the
Muizzu government’s ear-
lier pledge to impose a ban
on the entry of visitors
holding fstacli passports,

South Asian region in ban-
ning israeli passport hol

ders from entering their
countries. Recently, Ban-
gladesh also reintroduced
the “except Israel” inscrip-
tion on passports debar-
ring its cltzens from tra-
to Israel, amid

Russia sentences four journalists who
covered Navalny to 5.5 years in prison

nMoscow

Russia on Tuesday sen-
tenced four journalists it
said were assoclated with
late Opposition leader
Alexei Navalny to five and a
half years in a penal colo-
ny. intensifying a crack-
down on freedom
2nd Kremlth critics.

Naval — President Via-
dimir Putin’s main
nent — was dedlared an
~extremist~ by Russian
authorities, a ruling that
remains in force despite
his death in an Arctic penal
colony on February 16,
2024

Moscow also banned

Navalny's organisations as
~extremist” shortly before
Laun, its 2022 Ukraine

Journalists accused a'taklv\g Part in the acthities of an “extremist’
Naval

offensive and has ruthless-
Iy targeted those it deems
o e links 1o im.

judge sentenced the
reponers —  Antonina
Kravtsova, Konstantin Ga-

on Tuesday. ReuUTERS.

general-regime penal colo-
ny~. They were found guil-
ty of “participating in an
extremist group™ after be-

cow’s district
court with only the sen-
teng 1 to the media,

as has become typical for

political cases Russia
amid #ts Ukraine olfenslve
Around a hundred sup-

journalists  a

were led in

their ot proven,”
Gabov's lawyer irina Biry-
o

The press secretary of
Navalny's widow Yul

¢ the journalists wer
convicted simply “for do-
ing thei




Trump freezes $2.2 bn in grants
to Harvard over campus activism

The administration has demanded broad government and leadership reforms at the university, as well as changes to its

admissions policies; Harvard President Alan Garber says the institution will not bend to the government’s demands

Associated Press
BOSTON

he federal govern-
| I Iment says it is
freezing more than

$2.2 billion in grants and
$60 million in contracts to
Harvard University, after
the institution said it would
defy the Trump adminis-
tration’s demands to limit
activism on campus.

The hold on Harvard’s
funding marks the seventh
time President Donald
Trump’s administration
has taken the step at one of
the nation’s most elite col-
leges, in an attempt to
force compliance with Mr.
Trump’s political agenda.
Six of the seven schools are

AN

Show of power: Students protesting against the war in Gaza at an
encampment at Harvard University in Cambridge in April 2024. AP

in the Ivy League.

It sets the stage for a
showdown between the
federal government and
America’s oldest and
wealthiest university.

In a letter to Harvard on
Friday, Mr. Trump’s admi-
nistration had called for
broad government and lea-
dership reforms at the un-
iversity, as well as changes

to its admissions policies.
It also demanded the un-
iversity audit views of di-
versity on campus, and
stop recognising some stu-
dent clubs.

More cuts

The federal government
said almost $9 billion in
grants and contracts in to-
tal were at risk if Harvard
did not comply.

On Monday, Harvard
President Alan Garber said
the university would not
bend to the government’s
demands. “The University
will not surrender its inde-
pendence or relinquish its
constitutional rights,” Mr.
Garber said in a letter to
the Harvard community.

“No government — regard-
less of which party is in
power — should dictate
what private universities
can teach, whom they can
admit and hire, and which
areas of study and inquiry
they can pursue.”

Hours later, the govern-
ment froze billions in Har-
vard’s federal funding.

The first university tar-
geted by the Trump admi-
nistration was Columbia,
which acquiesced to the
government’s demands
under the threat of billions
of dollars in cuts. The ad-
ministration also has
paused federal funding for
the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Brown, Princeton,
Cornell and Northwestern.



Trump Administration vs. Harvard University

The administration freezes
grants and contracts.

Harvard declines to comply
with government demands.

The government seeks to curb
student activism.

% Government Demands

Students engage in protests,
particularly over Gaza.




Demands for Harvard's Transformation

Harvard's
1 Institutional
Changes




Defending University Autonomy

Universities have
rights protected by
the constitution.

Government
demands threaten
university autonomy.

Universities must
maintain
independence from
government
influence.




Navigating Compliance Challenges

Previous "\
Pressures

Columbia, UPenn,
Brown, Princeton,
Cornell, Northwestern
pressured.

lvy League N
Targeting H

ﬁ Financial Stakes

89 billion in federal
~ Seventh lvy League grants at risk for non-
institution targeted for S —

non-compliance.
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University

Harvard University

Yale University

University of Pennsylvania

Princeton University

Columbia University

Brown University

Dartmouth College

Cornell University

Founding Year

1636

1701

1740

1746

1754

1764

1769

1865

Location

Cambridge, Massachusetts

New Haven, Connecticut

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Princeton, New Jersey

New York City, New York

Providence, Rhode Island

Hanover, New Hampshire

Ilthaca, New York




Here is the list of the Top 10 Universities in the World according to the QS World University Rankings

2025:

University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Imperial College London

University of Oxford

Harvard University

University of Cambridge

Stanford University

ETH Zurich - Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

National University of Singapore (NUS)

University College London (UCL)

California Institute of Technology (Caltech)

Location

Cambridge, United States

London, United Kingdom

Oxford, United Kingdom

Cambridge, United States

Cambridge, United Kingdom

Stanford, United States

Zurich, Switzerland

Singapore

London, United Kingdom

Pasadena, United States




India Rank University Global Rank O

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (lIT Bombay) 118

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) 150

Indian Institute of Technology Madras (lIT Madras) 227

Indian Institute of Science (l1Sc) Bangalore 225

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur (IIT KGP) 222

Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT Kanpur) 263

University of Delhi (DU) 407

Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 580

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (IIT Roorkee) 335

University of Hyderabad 651-700




Q. Consider the following statements regarding the recent freezing of federal
grants to Harvard University by the Trump administration:

1.The federal government froze $2.2 billion in grants due to Harvard’s non-
compliance with demands to curb campus activism.

2.The demands included changes in Harvard's faculty hiring practices and
disbanding its student government.

3.Harvard agreed to the reforms after initial resistance to prevent loss of federal
funding.

4.The action is part of a broader move targeting Ivy League universities with
political demands.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

 A)1and 4 only
B) 1, 2 and 3 only
C) 2 and 4 only
D) 1,3 and 4 only






Social Protection Coverage in LICs and MICs

LICs and MICs

Regions with social protection gaps

Affected Population

People in need of social protection

Inadequate Social Protection

Core issue of lacking safety nets




World Bank Income Classification

Low-income economies

Economies with GNI of USD 1,145 or
less

Lower-middle-income

economies
Economies with GNI between USD
1,146 and USD 4,515

Upper-middle-income

economies
Economies with GNI between USD
4,516 and USD 14,005

High-income economies

Economies with GNI above USD 14,005




Two billion people in low- and middle-income countries remain uncovered or
inadequately covered by social protection
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Growth in India’s
Social Protection Coverage

50% === A488%

-

20 2024



Social Protection @ ‘Q\
Challenges

Coverage Gaps

Inadequate Progress (\

SDG Alignment
SSE

Funding Constraints @
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Consider the following: (2012)

1.Hotels and restaurants
2.Motor transport undertakings
3.Newspaper establishments

4. Private medical institutions

The employees of which of the above can have the ‘Social Security’ coverage under
Employees State Insurance Scheme?

(@) 1,2 and 3 only
(b) 4 only

(¢) 1,3 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4
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Cheetah Relocation Project: Expansion and Habitat

— - A Cheetah Project Steering

Location in Madhya Pradesh - -

Bordering Rajasthan - -

Area of 368 sq km - -’

National Tiger Conservation
Authority

--—-—-- -
|

~- Project Approval

- Current Habitat

I
-
I
\

~- Cheetah Population



Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary: Ecosystem and Features
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Savanna - -

: - - Savanna Wilderness
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: - - Abundant Wildlife
Dry Deciduous Forests - - l
! ~- |deal Cheetah Habitat

!

Riverine Areas - -

| } '~ Khathiar-Gir Forests
Gandhi Sagar Dam --
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Navigational Interference

GPS signals
manipulated,
causing navigation
errors.

Aircraft navigation
compromised due to
false signals.

Relief materials
delayed, impacting
disaster response.




Navigational Deception

GPS Spoofing ‘2@3 @_I'@ False Signals

Cyberattack Misleading signals

generating false GPS pose risk to aircraft
signals to mislead navigation.

aircraft.







» How It Differs from Other Types of Diabetes?

Type Key Characteristic Main Cause Common Profile

Type 1 Insulin deficiency Autoimmune Children,young adults

Type 2 Insulin resistance Obesity, lifestyle Middle-aged, obese adults
Type 5 Insulin deficiency (due to malnutrition) Severe malnutrition Lean youth,low BMI (<18.5)

e Not autoimmune like Type 1, and not obesity-driven like Type 2.

» Standard insulin therapy may cause dangerously low sugar levels.



Type 5 Diabetes Distribution

Asia and Africa

Continents with significant cases

Low- and Middle-Income

Countries
Regions with higher prevalence

Young, Thin Individuals

Population most affected by the
condition

Severe Malnutrition

The primary cause of Type 5 Diabetes




Causes of Protein-Energy Malnutrition in Children

Poor Feeding Practices

/ Insufficient Nutrient Intake /

Early-Life
Undernutrition




Diabetes Symptoms and Response

Insulin Response

Urination and Thirst

Weight Loss

Diabetes Symptoms




Word of the day

Heedless:
marked by or paying little attention;
characterised by careless unconcern

Synonym: reckless

U SAge: Heran into the building, heedless of
his own safety.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/heedlesspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /hi:dlss/




Thank you
guys.
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