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BELIEVE IN YOURSELF AND
DO YOUR KARMA (ACTION),
SUCCESS WILL FOLLOW YOU
AUTOMATICALLY.
DOING KARMA
[S IN OUR HANDS ONLY,

IS NOT IN OUR HANDS.
— LORD KRISHNA
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wWhe is
the Indian
art collector?

The 2025 India Art Fair saw buying
trends evolving, and a buyer profill
that is as diverse as it has ever been
What is the cancer
vaccine Russia is
offering?
FAQ » PAGE 8

Congolese militia:
rebels who lost
their cause

Sinner accepts WADA's
three-month ban
for doping

PROFILES » PAGE 9 SPORT » PAGE 13

INSIDE

mMuscar
External Affsirs Minister S.
Jaisharicar will meet
Bangladesh Foreign Affairs
Advser Touhid Hassain on the

countries taking part. » PAGE 3

116 deportees arrive from U.S.

Sixty-five of those who landed in Amritsar are
from Punjab; 33 from Haryana, 8 from Gujarat

United States af
craft carrying 16
undocumented 1n-
migrants deported
. landed at the

dian
from the U,
Amsicsar lntcrn.t.boml Afr-

fidday ight.
second

group of Indian citizens to

be sent back from the U.S.

after President Donald
Trump started a crack
down on iflegal Immi-
grants.

3 govt. employees
dismissed in J&K
over ‘militant ties’

SRINAGAR
Irncking special provisions
under Article 311 of the
Constitution, Jammu and
Kasheir Lieutenant-Govermor

o miitants

BENGALURU
Aspecial court in Bengaiuns on
Saturday handed aver to the

Jayaialithaa, former Tami
Nadu Chief Minister, and others
in the disproporticrate assets
case. » PAGE S

Manipur to build
two camps for
UNLF cadres

~NEW DELEE

The Manipur administration

government in 2023. 3 P

ian President Valodymyr
Zelensiyy on Saturday wamed
the U.S. not to strike 3 deal

2o take responsibty for its.
own Security. » PAGE 12

Sharp

On February 5. a U.S. mili-

tary plane brought 104 ille-

gal immigrants, in hand-
chains, to

Amritsar, Inviting sharp
crisicism om  the
Opposition.

According to officlals, of
the 1l deporeesy; 53 are

desh and Jammu & Kash-

r.
Sources said that most
of the deportees are aged
between d 30. Some
oftheir Tamily members ar.
rived at the airport to re-
ceive them.
Another flight . carrying
more deportees is expect-

-
Earller in the day, Pun-

Most of the deportees aged between 18 and 30,
say sources; another aircraft expected today

Unfolding tragedy: Relatives of deportees walt outside the airport In Ameitsar on Saturday. P71

jab- Chief Minister Ehag
want Mann

Centre over the U lanes
With legal Indian fmms-

grants landing at the Am-
ritsar airport, and asked

ent not
to make the holy city a “de-

port centre™.

‘The Bharatiya Janata
Party hic back at the Chief
Minister and accused him

Deportation fuels
political slugfest
in Punjab

CHANDIGARI
th & US. aircraft canrying a
fresh batch of deported Indians,

arriving in Ameitsar on
Saturday, the politics aver the

be deported from the U.S.,
wath the AAP, Congress, and

the 8P involved in a hested
exchange of wards over the

man

of playing politics over the
deportation.

A large number of peo-
ple, especially youth from

second batch

First flight after the crack down began in U.S. on
illegal immegrants had brought in 104 people

Punjab, travel abroad in
hope of a better life.

Lack of data
As the trend continued to
grow, illegal and irregular
migration proliferated.

The itude of irreg-
ular migration from Pun-
jab i believed to be sub-

. but there is hardly
2ny authentic data on this
in the public domain.

After the first batch of
migrants _returned, the
Punjab ce set up a Spe-
cial Investigation Team to
P! -l

and iflegal migration. That
batch of deportees had 33
migrants each from u.\ry.w
S and Gujarat. and
from Punj;

Amid Kumbh rush, 15 feared dead in
stampede at New Delhi railway station

NEW DELHI

Fifteen people, including
three duldren were fear&d

1o clear the “unpreceden:-
ed™ rush, a Ministry official
said.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh termed the inci-

dead in
New Deihi b raitwy tation
on Saturday Giving
the figure, the hier e
sualty Medical Officer of
LNJP Hospital said 11 peo-
ple were |

Speaking to The Hindu,
Delhi Fire Services chief
Atul Garg said the cause of
the stampede was unclear,

trains to Prayagraj for the
Maha Kumbh led to chaos
gn two platforms around
9.55 p.m., prompting ai
emergency response with
the despatch of rescue
teams and four fire ten-

ers.

After the incident, the
Railways operated four
special trains to Prayagraj

dent “ ™. “1 am
gxtremely pained by the
loss due to stam-

e sk in

el Licutenant-Gover-
nor V.K. Saxena condoled
the loss of lives. The L-G

to hospital. Special trains

being run to evacuate sud-
den rush,” his post read_

Passengers faint
Eyewimesses sald owing to
the huge rush at the sta-
tion, several
fainted  bec
suffocation.
Inm =  official statement,
Commissioner
ofpotice (railway) said ma-
ny people were present on
platform number 14 when

were also present on plat-
form numbers 12, 13 and
14, he said.

“Every hour, 1,500 gen-
eral tickets were sold by
the Rallways due to which
the station got overcrowd-
ed and became uncontrol-

passengers
aus, of

Pilgrims’ plight: Passengers crowd to board a train for Maha Kumbh from the New Delhi raiway station on Ssturday. T

1abl

~I was going to Prayagra)
but many trains were run-
ning late or were can-
lled. The station was
overcrowded. There were
more people than 1
have ever seen at this sta-
tion. In front of me, six or
seven women were taken
away on stretchers.”
Anoth.

had a sleeper-class ticket

for Purushottam Express

ut even those with con-
d

too much pushing and jos-

With P11 inputs)

U.P. ACCIDENT KILLS 10

Truce holds as
Hamas frees 3,
Israel releases
369 prisoners

KHAN YOU

Hamasled militants
leased three male Israeli

tages on Saturday and
israell forces freed 369 pri-

Militants in the southern

israel to be reunited with
their families and to re-
ceive medical evaluation.

tober 7, 2023, attack that Ig-
nited the war.

physical condition than
the three men released last
Saturday. A tense dispute
had jeopardised th

Trump's controversial pro-
posal 1o remove more than
two million Palestinians

as cast even
the future

on

plies and other. essentats
nto G

General Manager of
Mumbai bank held
for I122-crore fraud

People gather outzide a New indis Coopecative Bank oranchin

Mumba on

MusIBAL

The Mumbai Police on Sa-
turday arrested  Hitesh
Mehta, General Manager
and Head of Accounts of
the New India Cooperative
Bank, for allegedly misap-
propriating 122 _crore
from the bank, officials
said.

Mr. Mehta was arrested
by the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the city pol-
ice after being questioned
for more than three hours,
an official said. He will be
produced before a local
court on Sunday, the police

ficial added.

RBI restrictions
'nus comes a day after the
Board

of India (RBD, for a year,
for lack of liquidity. The

tral regulatory
posed several restrictions,
including on withdrawal of
funds by deposisors, clting
pervisory conc
10 protect the Interest of
depmnmm
the complaint,
ar. Menta along with other

22

om
safes of the Prabhadevi

REBt impos:

and Goregaon offices of
the bank, the Dadai

1y
A case under the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

ers In positions of trust)
and 612) (eriminal conspl-
racy) has been registered.

Padev, while: €10 crore
was siphoned off the
Goregaon branch, police

for-
mation on its website, the

It was initally called the

Bombay pera-
k. and was started

with the support of trade
st le:

Defenca Minisier Georgs

Fernandes. The bank web-

law,m—, trade unionist and
", as being a

co-founder.
(With PT1 inputs)
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Three Kashmir govt.
employees dismissed
over ‘militant links’

Constitution,
nant- nor (L-G) of
Jammu and Kashmir, Ma-
noj Sinha, on Saturday ter-
minated the services
three re gowernment
employees over all

links to militants in the Un-
son Territory.

Firdous Ahmad Bhat, a

they are dismissed without
being heard, it goes agannsz

Amidst strained ties, Jaishankar
to meet Bangladeshi counterpart

The meeting on the sidelines of the Indian Ocean Conference to be held at Muscat is particularly sSignificant as it comes at

a time of tensions between the Modi gor

MUSCAT

mid troubled ties
with Bangladesh,

that
by lnnocen! until proven
r. Abdullah said.

poli
Ioad Ashraf Bhat, a teach-
Xh

services of 63 employees
r provisions of Article

31 since 2020.

Opposition parties tar-
geted Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah for his faiflure to

nister S. Jaishankar
meet Foreign
“Touhid Hos-

fairs and the Omani go-

puzzling is that it continues
unabated despite an elect-

government in power
that had promised to pat
an

new government, expect-
g least some relief

and

by the India Foundation,
will also meet with a num-
ber of other Foreign Minis-
ters from 27 countries that
are taking part. The Fo-
reign Ministers of Bhusan,
Sri Lanka, the Maldives.
h will

be mendlng ier]
conference.
in a sign of the sovern

through
of these issues with the
L-G- PDP president Meh-
booba Muft sasd.

Etueriyss ctudeurn Mete
walz Umar Farooq too
demnedmemmeby(m i

Cess of ties with China after
the ober

and the car

Regional isswes: Last year, S. Jaishankar had addressed the indian

Ocean Conference that was heid

the first time an officlal
from the country has been
invited since the confe-
rence held in 2019.

Iranian Forelgn Minister
Abbas A hi, Singa-
pore's Forelgn ulms:er vi-

Balakrishnan

oo this week, atended the
Confe

berween the militaries at
S Linas of Actiak Copurnd,
China's Special
Middle East
Jun' will atvend, marking

Munich
rence on Saturday before
arriving in Muscat.

will ad-

1 Perth, Australia FLEPHOTO

Busaidi  a M
Balakrishnan.
Modi-Trump

Fo
refgn i par-
ularly significant as it

vernment an.
er government in DI

While India has ex-
pressed alarm over the at-
tacks on minorities after
the ouster of former
binister Shelkh Hazina in

2024, as well as the
tresoment of Indian bust.
nesses by the new govern-
ment,

Awam via o
e e. A number of
other irritants, over ler

issues. the release of radi-
cals and those accused on

terror charges in Bangla-
desh have also been dis-

cussed bﬂween both
sides, including during a
wvisit by Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri to Dhaka in
December.
Mr. jaishanl I(ar and Mr.
Hossain will be tasked with
taking forward the talks on

led by Yunus,
and deep concerns that Mr.
AModi even raised with U.S.

Mr.
dress the inaugural session
of the indian Ocean Confe-

Donald Trump
during his visit to Washing-
ton.

g issues, as well
preparing for a possible

and Mr. Yun ar
expected to amend the
BIMSTEC ! confe-

government in Dhaka led by Muhammad Yunus

rence in Bangkok on April
2-4.

Atr. Jaishankar will also
have a chance to interact
with other counterparts
from the region, and tackle
issues testing ties with

them.
Sri Lankan Minister of
Foreign Affairs Vijitha Her-

Grouy
ut of 2 renewable

against it
Maldives® Foreign Minis-
ter Abdulla Khaleel is ex-
pected to discuss talks for a
Free Trade Agreement
with ndis. after the Muiz-
already

operaoonall!ed an FTA

ith China_

Nepnl s Forefgn Minister

n in in july last

Rirst stop for a Nepali PM.

CBI seizes
cash, gold
after searches
in cyber case

NEW DELHI
The Central Bureau of In-
3

vestigation
searched 11 locations in

21.08 crore and $1.000 in
in cash, and 252 grams of
gold.

The operation, carried

erstwhile Indian Penal
d Section 66D of
the Information Technolo-
; Act
it is alleged the suspects
were engaged in illegal ac-

Manipur to build two camps
for surrendered cadres of UNLF

NEW DELIHI

'l'be Manipur administra-
construct two
camps ac gyl
cost of 2 crore for 416
cadres of the United Na-
wonal  Liberation Front
(UNLF), the oldest armed
Meitel insurgent group.
which signed a peace
agreement with the Union
Home Ministry and State
government on November
29, 2023
Nearly 80 cadres of the
I faction of the

and Meited people erupted
in the State on May 3, 2023
The ~Manipur = Police
float-

Truce deats The UNLF, the Centre, and the Manipur government.

signed a peace agreement in November 2023. =

€ PreoTO

Kakching district for the

B o i i et

ary 12 for “construction of
Infrastructure for the pro-
posed peace camps at In-
gourok in Thoubal district
and Kakching Khumou in

construction of semi-
1dii:

will be
<curity-related expenditure
(SRE). which is reimbursed

temporary ommoda-

on set p at Yathibi Lo-
koun on Thoubal-Kakching
Ullaceiee brvtas ac] ‘(ong
shun in Imphal East,
ding i thire wrere space
constral

According to the

monitored by Central se-
<curity forces.

Kerala nursing council to debar
senior students involved in ragging

KOTTAVAM

The Kerala

have been accused of tor-
turing thefr juniors.

from Its registry and hence
they would be unable to
continue their nursing stu-
dies in the State.

The KNMC has asked

od twes years ago. which
will be considered in the
nexx

.
A view of the Government College of NUrSIng in Kottayam where
Jursors. by se

were subjected to

“Those who engage in

such behaviour pose a se-

niors.

charge of the hastel Ajeesh
P Mani under
pending investigation. The

ing and preventing the rag-
i s
Meanwhile, four more
junior students came for-
ward with complaints of

and compass, allegedly
by the accused
against the junior students.

rious threat o the nursing
which

treating people with hu-
manity. Those who com-
mic such acts do not de-
serve to be part of this
profession.” said an official
from the XNMC.

The Directorate of Medi-
cal Educaton has placed
Principal Sulekha and the
in-

person of the boys' hostel
has been ordered to be re-

ed on the part
O these omeiats n report-

The police arrested five
senlor students on Febru-

Govt. begins survey
to set up daycare
cancer centres

NEW DELSI

The Union Healil Ministry

In her rece:
riste:
had 2

such
Gacilities in all istrice hos.
pitals in thr

‘A senior Health Ministry
official said

de:
centres, anuwmg them to
f complex
cases by offering routine
services at the district le-
wel.

~The total ex-

India, U.S. up dealings in underwater domain awareness

NEW DELHI

india and the U.S. are scal-
ing up cooperation in un-
ater domain aware-

is the very frst
country which the
US._ defence industry has
offered to work with on
these sensitive technolo-
gles.” a source said.

n-

(ASIA).
Prime Ministe:
odi's | recent
“ash.lng‘nn
The alliance, atmed at
scaling up industry part-
and in

visit to

penditure in the n
years for the eeoguct - 1s
3,200

crore,’
Data from the Health Mi-
nistry shows that india is
experien

co use, poor dsetary habits,

the Indo-Pacific region,
has identified a range of
© co-

The
clude the Sea Picket auto-
mous sus

produsce:
: Wave
srisiinad] mrhics - yunicle

High fiyer: The MQ 98 Sea Guardian has a maximum flying altitude

©f 40,000 feet. SPECLAL ARRANGEVENT

Sonar; multis-

for
Pradhscsion i fradie; on-

Ya!i: ;ictl\! (MSA) sonobu-
large  diameter

and
technologies, with the U.S.
announcing a review of its

policy

cial sources v
Maritdme domain
a vehicles by An-
ly. underwater domain durll and Triton autono-
awareness have becom:

and
activity. According to esti-

lateral level and among the
Quad P of India, Aus-
tralia, Japan. an:

Ity given the npm

areas. it will also focus on s are each year,
with tobx lated can-
cers for as

much as 35% to S0% of all
cancers in men. and 17% in

of the Chinese
Navy and its increasing
resence in the Indian
Ocean region.
The US. has offered a

s underwater and sur-
face venicle produced by
Ocean Aero.

The joint statement Is-
sued after the talks bet-
ween Mr. Modi and U.S.
President Donald Trump

space., air defence, missile,

in India. Similar-
by, for the low-frequency
active-towed sonar, discus-

sions are on with L3 Harris

A et T de-

B new ground
According to the joint
statement, the leaders also

to elevate military
cooperation across all do-
mains

summit later this vear, the
leaders will actvate new
Quad tnitiatives on ~shared
alrlift capacity™ to support
the civilian response to
natural  disasters, and
“maritime patrols” to im-
prove interoperability.
‘While these technolo-
gles improve UDA, various
other military platforms
1 has O

that ured
focim tha (LS pepment fos
anti-submarine

warfar
in the Indian

menss of the U.S. and In-

Oce. n, as well the
Interoperability

Qu: ners as o
commonalicy.

These platforms include
12 P-81s which are already

fighters and un-  for co-development with dian militaries in the inservice: 24 MH-60R mul-
dersea s: s to Bharat Electronics Lad. indo-Pacific. en-  tirole ng in-
Discussions are on bet- For the MSA hanced logistics and intelli-  ducted: 15 MQ@O9B Sea
ween the U.S. companies a high-end technology gence sharing, as well as  Guardian  high-alttude
and potential Indian parm.  which can be used to track o 1 -
the in force mobility for joint hu-  manned Aerial Vehicles
technnlng‘es. sources said. manitarian and disaster re-  that were ted as
e Glider un- lief operations along with of a deal for 31 MQ-9Bs
it T vehite . o pa other se-  last October, with delfver-
systems, negotations are  ship on co-production” in  curity <ooperation  les to January
on veen Boeing's 1i- January. engagements. 2029; and six more P-Sis
quid Robotics As part of this, Ultra At the Quad level, the  that the leaders signed off
Defence E for will saidthatasindia  on during the
of 60 be inindiain  looks to host the group’s  earlier this week.

‘ Amx

-+




India, US. up dealings in underwater domain awareness

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. are scal-
ing up cooperation in un-
derwater domain aware-
ness (UDA) with a new
initiative, the Autonomous
Systems Industry Alliance
(ASIA), announced during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to
Washington.

The alliance, aimed at
scaling up industry part-
nerships and production in
the Indo-Pacific region,
has identified a range of
UDA technologies for co-
production in India, offi-
cial sources said.

Maritime domain
awareness and increasing-
ly, underwater domain
awareness have become
key focus areas both at a bi-
lateral level and among the
Quad group of India, Aus-
tralia, Japan, and the U.S.,
especially given the rapid
expansion of the Chinese
Navy and its increasing
presence in the Indian
Ocean region.

The U.S. has offered a

few co-production and co-
development opportuni-
ties for UDA technologies,
sources in the know said.
“India is the very first
country with which the
U.S. defence industry has
offered to work with on
these sensitive technolo-
gies,” a source said.

The technologies in-
clude the Sea Picket auto-
nomous surveillance sys-
tem with sonar acoustic
array produced by Thayer-
Mahan; Wave Glider un-
manned surface vehicle
systems; low-frequency ac-
tive-towed sonar; multis-
tatic active (MSA) sonobu-
oys; large  diameter
autonomous undersea
vehicles produced by An-
duril; and Triton autono-
mous underwater and sur-
face vehicle produced by
Ocean Aero.

The joint statement is-
sued after the talks bet-
ween Mr. Modi and U.S.
President Donald Trump
said the leaders pledged to
accelerate defence tech-
nology cooperation across
space, air defence, missile,

High flyer: The MQ-9B Sea Guardian has a maximum flying altitude
of 40,000 feet. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

maritime and undersea
technologies, with the U.S.
announcing a review of its
policy on releasing fifth-
generation fighters and un-
dersea systems to India.
Discussions are on bet-
ween the U.S. companies
and potential Indian partn-
ers regarding the identified
technologies, sources said.
For the Wave Glider un-
manned surface vehicle
systems, negotiations are
on between Boeing’s Li-
quid Robotics and Sagar
Defence Engineering for
the co-production of 60

platforms in India. Similar-
ly, for the low-frequency
active-towed sonar, discus-
sions are on with L3 Harris
for co-development with
Bharat Electronics Ltd.

For the MSA sonobuoys,
a high-end technology
which can be used to track
submarines in the deep
seas and oceans, India and
the U.S. had announced a
“first-of-its-kind  partner-
ship on co-production” in
January.

As part of this, Ultra
Maritime’s sonobuoys will
be co-produced in India in

partnership with the de-
fence public sector under-
taking Bharat Dynamics
Ltd.

Breaking new ground
According to the joint
statement, the leaders also
pledged to elevate military
cooperation across all do-
mains — air, land, sea,
space, and cyberspace —
through enhanced train-
ing, exercises, and opera-
tions, incorporating the lat-
est technologies.

In this regard, they com-
mitted to break new
ground to support and sus-
tain the overseas deploy-
ments of the U.S. and In-
dian militaries in the
Indo-Pacific, including en-
hanced logistics and intelli-
gence sharing, as well as
arrangements to improve
force mobility for joint hu-
manitarian and disaster re-
lief operations along with
other exchanges and se-
curity cooperation
engagements.

At the Quad level, the
statement said that as India
looks to host the group’s

summit later this year, the
leaders will activate new
Quad initiatives on “shared
airlift capacity” to support
the civilian response to
natural disasters, and
“maritime patrols” to im-
prove interoperability.

While these technolo-
gies improve UDA, various
other military platforms
that India has procured
from the U.S. augment its
anti-submarine  warfare
capabilities in the Indian
Ocean region, as well the
interoperability = among
Quad partners as they have
commonality.

These platforms include
12 P-8Is which are already
in service; 24 MH-60R mul-
ti-role helicopters being in-
ducted; 15 MQ-9B Sea
Guardian  high-altitude
long-endurance Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles
that were contracted as
part of a deal for 31 MQ-9Bs
last October, with deliver-
ies to begin from January
2029; and six more P-8Is
that the leaders signed off
on during the discussions
earlier this week.



. j India and the U.S. are increasing cooperation in Underwater
Domain Awareness (UDA) through the Autonomous Systems Industry

Alliance (ASIA). .
£ 7R 3T FANFT ‘Tara yomelt 3T e (ASIA)F
ATETH @ gl & Y 9T SAeTeFdar (UDA) A | eT T8 ¢

. j The initiative aims to scale up industry partnerships and production
in the Indo-Pacific region, focusing on advanced underwater and

maritime technologies.

-ffﬁﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁa'a’lﬁa:msialil AR IcuTEa
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. j UDA is significant due to China's increasing presence in the Indian
Ocean and its maritime expansion in the Indo-Pacific.
#H @i F Rg AgErR 3R 2R & 7D R &
FRUT UDA TWHIfaF T & Ageaqor

. j The U.S. has offered India rare co-production and co-development

opportunities for advanced maritime security sx‘stems.

S IANFT F HRT F FHA GI&T T F WE-3cdTe AN
He-RFW & goiw ITax dar= e §



o The technologies include autonomous surveillance systems, low-

frequency towed sonar, multi-static sonobuoys, and unmanned
underwater vehicles.

# 39_wgAr # T e yonfodt, sA-3mgfa o aER,
ag—ﬂﬁa?wawaﬁtﬂmtﬁ?rwﬁﬂwﬁﬁmam%l

. j This partnership strengthens India’s anti-submarine warfare

capabilities, enhances interoperability among Quad partners, and
improves maritime intelligence.

aga@ammaﬁrmmﬁmmaﬁaﬁm
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. @ Strategic Importance | 0T ITde HAgcd
* V' Strengthening Maritime Security | ?ﬁfl)ﬁ' qat ) Holdd hlel

* India and the U.S. are enhancing defense cooperation in response to
China’s growing influence in the Indo-Pacific.

-%Rgaﬁtaﬁﬁm,%n?ra:mwﬁ%mﬁtmamw

I

* V' Advancement in Underwater Technology | gl & i daeld A
q



* The partnership allows India access to advanced maritime surveillance
and anti-submarine technologies.

» I§ WEANT AR F 3ol WAl FoRmed! 3 gergeat ef
dFelldl a@ 9T JeTe FIT ¢

v QUAD & Indo Pacific Strategy | &dTsS 3 SET Yfafre Iofa

* UDA aligns with the larger QUAD strategy to maintain a free and open
Indo- Pacific region.

- UDA, 31-4ffth &1 &I Tada 3R a1 a1 [@a Y Fars
& "I AT Grdr g



* Co-production of UDA technologies will strengthen India's defense
manufacturing sector and technological expertise.

* UDA d&hellsl HT HE-3cUlGd ART & & AT 87 3k aswei
faRIv=1aT 1 AT FLm|



@ Implications for India’s Defense & Security | IR T T&T 3T
& & v g

* o Enhances India’s maritime intelligence capabilities, enabling better
tracking of submarines and naval threats.

HRT &1 AL GTHAT &TACIHT T Ferdr g, Sad gsisfeaar
gtmmaaﬁa#ﬁgatéwﬁ?ﬁa;ﬁmmm%l >

. ;’ Improves interoperability with the U.S. and QUAD allies, enhancing
joint operations and security engagements. .
£ AR 3R FaE FERAT F Ty seTREEES 7 gur
HAT ¢, OEd GgFd AT IR GRAT TEAT A e e




|
j Strengthens India's defense production sector through co-
production of cutting-edge underwater technologies.
Jeedd STerddsl Sleaiffral & Tg-3cagd & ATCTHT T HRd
T&TT 3cdTeed &1 HI AsTgd Ll o

;’ Counters China’s increasing influence in the Indo-Pacific and
safeguards India’s maritime borders.
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Deportatlon fuels polltlml slugfest in Punjab

With LS.

s, 65 of them from Punj

Chief Minister says Centre hurting Punjabis

e Ca 116 rtees in ¢ on Sat
by allowing the planes to lzlxd in the holy city: Congress says Mann f.n]t:d to check “human (r.lﬂ'u:kirg’ while BJP says he is politicising the matter

CHANDIGARM
ith a US air

craft carrying a
fresh batch of
116 deported undocument-
ed Indian migrants arriving
at the Amritsar Interna-
tional on Saturday,
the politics over the issue Is
heating up in Punjab.
Indian citizens conti-
e e deported from
the LS. after aﬂer President
nald arted  a
CraSkacun on fllegal tmmi.
the Aam Aadmi
Party, Congress, and Bha-

b s, a Us.
military plane br as
104 illegal immi-

ing sharp ©
runjab (.hlef Minister
Bl

went to
e iy deportees in
Amritsar, where he hit out

at the BjP-led government
at the Centre, accusing it of

ritsar into a “detention or

ees
here at Amritsar?” he said.
“It is that

Om atert: Security personnel outside the Amritsar airport ahead of the arrival of second batch of

under the present regime,
the country is bereft of an
effective foreign policy due
to which inhuman

4 Trump during his
m?~

oning the ration-
ale Tehing the Brernal AF
fairs Ministry’s cholce of
Amritsar for landing these
planes, Mr. Mann said that
there are of oth-

to turn the holy city of Am-

er airports in the country

but Amritsar has been cho-
sen just to defame Punjab.

more coming
Sopsrcas s s.m among the 119
depor 65 are from
Pungab, 35 from Hary;

Goa, M. ashtra, and Ra-
jasthan, and one each from
Himac] nd
Jammu and  Kashmir.

on February 16.

ndian migrants from the WS, on Saturday. 771

gling Act, 2012 regulated

o
the iHlegal and fraudulent

ernment _in_ Punjab,
blaming it for failing to
curb ~| an

Senior Congress der
Partap Singh Bajwa, the
Leader of the tion
inthe b mbly, hit
out at the Punjab Chief Mi-

nister for his “failure” 1o
curb human trafficking of
Punjabis in the past three
vears.

He said the Punjab Pre-
vention of Human Smug-

and
by travel agents and those

illegal tmmigration is not
only a problem in Punjab
burt 0o a national ro-
blem. True, bur, is his go-

Members free to air
opinion, but party is
paramount: Congress

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
said sts had abso-

for acting i any Hegality

Appens in the States He
Eaine 16 ba running away
from his ilities. It

lute freedom of speech to
express their views but the
party’s view was

was one of the main elec-
tion of the AAP o

stop.
tivating youngst
plore careers in the
State.” he sasd.
The BJP hit out at Mr.

by his government against

~The Indian National

on the social media plat-
form X_

~Members give their
views on issues which are,
on occasion.
that do

e T

Jairam Ramesh

had applauded when a go-
o

those who we

sending peop!
abroad uuough illegal =
- he said.

man smuggling in Punjab.
iSO

Union Minister of State

cessing es Ravneet
Singh Bitry Said the Chief
Minister falled to act

agains: frandulent agents
who sent youth to the U.S.
through donkey

routes~.

Travel advisories coming in the
way of investments: Assam CM

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

ption prompting many
countries !Dm thetr c’ﬂ

. The conflics in
Manjpur has been one of

sl et
ring their citizens from vis-
iting the northeast in India_

Assam is one of eight

are not withdrawn. How

Odisha Congress to embark on
a 60-km padayatra to Puri

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Pradesh Con-

©PCC president remained
vacant for several months
following the party's 2024
poll debacle. Mr. Das is an

ader who

zens_again:
Northeast | Indla comes ln

States as
the “northeast™.

our ef-

tion from

at
pens elsewhere In the re-

to
ahead of the Advant.

ing of major international

business events difficult.

“Foreign Investment is not
if such

forts to have travel advisa
ries lifted and we hope to
om fo-

isational decline over the
years. has announced a
sokm padyatra to Bt

ing
Tevive the party under the

receive
reign embassies within
three months.” he said.
Prime Ainister Naren-
dra Modi is set to inaugu-

rate the summic.

of is newly ap-
pointed State chief, Bhakta
Charan Das._

Mr. Das, a former Union
Minister. recently took the
mantle after the post of

ek e Bloaings of Lora
Leaders whose

Jagannath.
Phiysical health does not

and workers will rch-
ing towards the holy town
on 18" he .

Biju Janata Dal™
AMr. Das said_

the U.S. and joint press
conference with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

sSovernment or some other
party’s. did the right thing.
“1 have been on

only speak in terms of par-
ty interest. 1 am not a party

spokesman,” he  told
reporters.
On Friday, welcoming

the Prime Minister's visit,

Th
BMr. Tharoor had hailed the
PATs visie as “a significant
velopment since Mr.
A Waathe Tourth head of
government to have been
given an appointment by
Preside: 9

His comments on Friday

had spoken in national in-
terest and as a “responsi-
ble

In the 2024 el the in Indian
Congress won 14 seats in | democracy and an elected
the State of

MP had said: “The press

don Issue, Mr. Tharoor
said: “The only thing mis-
sing there from what

M was the
que: the manner in
which these people were
treated and sent back. 1

think his stana was abso-
lutely correct. 1

things were sald behind
closed doors and not in the
press conference.”

Amir of Qatar
to pay state
visit to India
on Feb. 17-18

NEW DELs

The Amir of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad AlTha-
ni, will pay a state visit to

Karnataka tops in Devolution Index
ranking of Panchayat Raj system

BENGALURU

Karmataka tops the

it
Devolution Index (DD

= Framework: Kerals ranks

#irst follomed by Mabarashera,
Sarnataka, and Hacyana

- Accountabitity: Karnstska

ranking of the
Raj system among States in
India. while Kerala and Ta-
mil second

ist Nadu are

n and third spot.

will hold talks with Prime | respect
Narendra Modi, The report titled ‘Status
covering various aspects of Devolution to Pan-
bilateral dies. His visit will | chayats in States - An Indi-
- momentum | < Evidence-Based

o24)

to our

ed partership”, it said_
e will be accompanied

=Functions: Taent Madus tope
1 Soliowed by Karnataka,
. and Hagasthan

prs

Fellowed try
Ferals

lowed by Kerala, Maha-
rashtra. and Uttar Pradesh
with the score of SLI1S,
80.36. and 76.07. respec
tively. Criteria adopted in
this category are account-
ing

mFinances: Karnataka has

top place followed
vy Wewaia, Taend Nadh, snd
=ajasthan

is ranked sixth (58.26). Bi-
har along with the north-
eastern and hilly States of
Assam, Sikkim, and Utta-

the

nances: and ‘accountabili-

ty". Overall, the State has

<commendable perfor-

mance across nearly all
crics.

as
erate scorers but with va-
the national

SR T Sk ekt
accors overall

Panchaye: DI and ste key
of

with a

17D, Karnataka (443

India and Qatar ha\e and €73.3). This
or fr‘lendshlp. trust and enhan- such as hold-
ual respect. In recent | cement, and accountabili-  ing regular panchayat elec-

Jears, the tes between the
in

the areas of trade, invest-
ment, enesgy. technolo,
and

ministration,
prepared the report.

Overall score

The report notes that Kar-
nataka ranks first with an
overall index score of 72.23
followed by Kerala (7O.59),
Tamil Nadu (68.38), and
Maharashira (61.44). While

I Uttar

ranks fifth (60.07). Gujarat

= Capacity b
has secured the first
foliomed by Tamil Madu and
Gujarat

Tetangana

bling them to act as institu-
dons of self-government.
Karnataka delegates a sig-
nificant number of func-

to panchayats and
GPs enjoy maximum pow-
er to levy taxes and non-

Commission and State Fi- are not serious about the

nance C SEY the SFCs

n functions” di- and implement ir
recommendations.

gram sabha, ransparency

anti-corruption, pan-
chayat assessment, and in-
centivisation. Overall, the
GP system in Karnataka
has as a vital institu-
tion for promoting local
self-governance, participa-

report

‘Functionaries”
dimension, Karnataka has
one of the maximum num-

rat tops che list with 2 value

. followed by Tamil
Nsdu 184 25), and Kerala
(82.99).

S57.62),
Odisha (o7.46). and Rajas-
than (56.13) are

category
Xarnataka has topped in
h dimen-

separated from each other.
This criterion _stipulates
States to assign local func-
tions to panchayats, ena-

sabha’. Karnataka is o

a has secured the
first rank (86.19) followed
by Tamil Nadu, and Guja-
rat, with the score of 84.29

sentatives an.d o
langan:

Wagf Bill amendments
for welfare of poor; Naidu,
Nitish back them: Rijiju

SRINAGAR
Union Minister of Parlia-

and Minor-
sty Affairs Kiren Rijiju on
sarurday said the amend-

fidence about the support
allies Andhra Pradesh
Chiaf Mk Chaniisha-
bu Naidu and Bihar Chief
Atinister Nitish Kumar.
Speaking at an event tit-
led “Budget Pe Charcha~ in
Srinagar, Mr. Rijiju ad\o
ame:

ide a
Waqf property? The Waqf
of properties

benefits do not reach poor

sam v and Mr.
of the Janata Dal
supported the . “Sewver-

ressed
proval to me.” he said.
the re-

and 83.96,
e |

Kiren Rijiju addressing = press

conference on Budget in Srinagas in

Jammu and Kashmir on Saurday. SR NSSas

servations put

development initiatives at
Hazratbal nd  other

Union Budget 2025 It was

the best Interests of the
community.”

leaders, industry represen-
tatives, and community
members.

Union  AMinister,
while acknowledging the

Dargah vis!
nar. Rigtiu. a.Bop avisitto  crucial role played by the
the Hazratbal  tourism and handicrafts in-
Shrine tn oo He re-  dustries

wiewed the ongoing said gwem nr would
lopment works ar the explore policy measures to
shrine. He was accompa- support these sectors
nicd by Dr. Syed Darakh.  Rufther

shan Andrabi, BJP leader Mr. Rifiju emphasised
and son of the J&K  on the importance of sus-
Wagf Board. tainable tourism and envi-

~The J&K Waaqf Board's

ronmental co




Karnataka tops in Devolution Index
ranking of Panchayat Raj system

Nagesh Prabhu

BENGALURU
Karnataka tops the overall
Devolution Index (DI)

ranking of the Panchayat
Raj system among States in
India, while Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu are in the second
and third spot,
respectively.

The report titled ‘Status
of Devolution to Pan-
chayats in States - An Indi-
cative Evidence-Based
Ranking’ (2024) released
by the Centre on February
13 says that Karnataka tops
the chart in the DI and in
the key sub-indices of “fi-
nances’ and ‘accountabili-
ty’. Overall, the State has
commendable perfor-
mance across nearly all
identified metrics.

States/UTs were ranked
according to the overall
panchayat DI and six key
dimensions of framework,
functions, finances, func-
tionaries, capacity enhan-
cement, and accountabili-
ty. The Union Ministry of
Panchayati Raj and the In-
dian Institute of Public Ad-
ministration, New Delhi,
prepared the report.

Overall score

The report notes that Kar-
nataka ranks first with an
overall index score of 72.23
followed by Kerala (70.59),
Tamil Nadu (68.38), and
Maharashtra (61.44). While
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh
ranks fifth (60.07), Gujarat

Six key criteria

m Framework: Kerala ranks
first followed by Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Haryana

m Functions: Tamil Nadu tops

the list followed by Karnataka,
Odisha, and Rajasthan

m Finances: Karnataka has
secured the top place followed
by Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Rajasthan

is ranked sixth (58.26). Bi-
har along with the north-
eastern and hilly States of
Assam, Sikkim, and Utta-
rakhand emerged as mod-
erate scorers but with va-
lues above the national
average of 43.89.

In the ‘Framework’ di-
mension, Kerala ranks first
with a score of 83.56 fol-
lowed by Maharashtra
(74.74), Karnataka (74.43),
and Haryana (73.3). This
dimension includes legal
requirements such as hold-
ing regular panchayat elec-
tions, reserving seats for
women, SCs, and STs, and
establishing State Election
Commission and State Fi-
nance Commission (SFC).

In the ‘functions’ di-
mension, Tamil Nadu tops
with an index value of
60.24. Karnataka (57.62),
Odisha (57.46), and Rajas-
than (56.13) are marginally
separated from each other.
This criterion stipulates
States to assign local func-
tions to panchayats, ena-

! mAccountability: Karnataka

. tops followed by Kerala,

i Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh
| mFunctionaries: Gujarat ranks

. first followed by Tamil Nadu and
| Kerala

. mCapacity building: Telangana
: has secured the first spot

i followed by Tamil Nadu and

| Gujarat

bling them to act as institu-
tions of self-government.
Karnataka delegates a sig-
nificant number of func-
tions to panchayats and
GPs enjoy maximum pow-
er to levy taxes and non-
taxes, it said.

Under the criterion of
‘Finances’, Karnataka has
secured the top place with
a score of 70.65 followed
by Kerala (62.89), Tamil
Nadu (55.78), and Rajas-
than (54.56). In this indica-
tor, States have been eval-
uated based on the release
of funds in time under the
15th Finance Commission.
It is found that most States
are not serious about the
constitution of the SFCs

and implement their
recommendations.
Accountability category

Karnataka has topped in
the ‘Accountability’ dimen-
sion with the highest score
(81.33) in the indicators of
‘social audit’ and ‘gram
sabha’. Karnataka is fol-

lowed by Kerala, Maha-
rashtra, and Uttar Pradesh
with the score of 81.18,
80.36, and 76.07, respec-
tively. Criteria adopted in
this category are account-
ing and audit of pan-
chayats, social audit of
panchayats, functioning of
gram sabha, transparency
and anti-corruption, pan-
chayat assessment, and in-
centivisation. Overall, the
GP system in Karnataka
has served as a vital institu-
tion for promoting local
self-governance, participa-
tory democracy, and sus-
tainable development in
rural areas, the report
noted.

In the ‘Functionaries’
dimension, Karnataka has
one of the maximum num-
ber of panchayat officials
working as per the sanc-
tioned positions pre-
scribed by the State. Guja-
rat tops the list with a value
of 90.94, followed by Tamil
Nadu (84.25), and Kerala
(82.99).

Among top 10 States

In the ‘Capacity building’
dimension, Karnataka is
among the top 10 States.
Key indicators included in
this category are training
institutions, and training
activities of elected repre-
sentatives and officials. Te-
langana has secured the
first rank (86.19) followed
by Tamil Nadu, and Guja-
rat, with the score of 84.29
and 83.96, respectively.




. j Karnataka has topped the Devolution Index (Dl) ranking of the

Panchayati Raj system, followed by Kerala and Tamil Nadu. ’
xm%ﬁmawma:ﬁﬂﬁﬁwm(m)ﬁ

IgelT TS U fFAT, $UF 916 A 3R afAeeTg w1 T
L

. j The report, released by the Centre, evaluates panchayats based on
six key dimensions — framework, functions, finances, functionaries,
accountability, and capacity building.
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. j Karnataka scored 72.23 overall, ahead of Kerala (70.59), Tamil Nadu

(68.38), and Maharashtra (61.44).
S Fellch H Fel 72.23 A& A, S Fer (70.59), dAe=rs
(68.38) 31t AERSET (61.44) ¥ IfOF B

. j The Accountability category was topped by Karnataka with a score
of 81.33, followed by Kerala, Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh.
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;’ Under the Fmances category, Karnataka ranked first, followed by
Kerala and Tamil Nadu
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. ;’ The Functionaries category was led by Gujarat, followed by Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.
qgrﬁﬁwmvmwm,mmaﬁﬂa@

. j Telangana topped the Capacity Building category, followed by Tamil
Nadu and Gujarat.
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« @ Governance and Development Aspects | 2THeT IR e & geel
* V' Decentralization and Panchayati Raj | Redinor ik 99T a9

* The Devolution Index evaluates how well states have empowered
Panchayati Raj institutions.

» [AhGIRIUT Hdehleh g 3Teheled aXdl g Toh TSAN o 9IS
TEAT3T I Tohasdr ofad uereT & &

» ¥ Fiscal Devolution | T0eT ahdIIoT

* Proper allocation of funds ensures grassroots development and efficient
governance.

+ 3T g 3ndesT STl TR R A 3R U AF A H
ARG FHIAT &




»  Social and Economic Impact | 9HToIE 3R 3fd+ 9T

. Stron%]Panchayati Raj institutions can drive rural development and inclusive
growth.

» Holgd_ 9da1dd S %Fl?m:f AT fdhrE 3R AT gefer

Ylc O HdhC
* V Role of Capacity Building | &THdT f@&ATOT &Y Hﬁﬂﬂ

* Training and education for local representatives enhance decision-making and
governance.

o TATHT P& forw gfRrgror 3 e o o 3R amae &l
dgd¥ &dldl &l

+ ¥ Accountability and Transparency | STdT@egl X IReRET

* Mechanisms such as social audits, gram sabha meetings, and financial
assessments are crucial.

. g}mﬁﬁﬁ HfSe, TTH FAT doh 3R A0 Hodiehed Y dF Hgca Ul




THE

HINDU

FAQ

Sunday, Febraary 16, 2025
CHENNAr

What is the

cancer vaccine

Russia is offering?
v does an mRNA-based vaccine

hold promise? What have pre-clinical
trials shown about its effic.

far:
ember last year. Russia announced

va . Reports say that
Gintsburg, Director of the Gamaleya National
nter for and

Aicrobiology, said the vaccine’s pre-clinical
trials had shown that it suppresses namour

What is an mRNA cancer ‘vaccine’?

rovide
the body’s cells
er

can potentially launch an attack against them.
How do these ‘vaccines” work?

be used in patients ood, and
who already have R ik i

cancer. in order to
target and treat the
tumours’

Eevey e spradsl. Tha
advantages of this treatment are that,

motherapy. only the cancer cells are killed,
and the side effects are lowered,” said M.
Manickavasagam, professor and head of medical
opcology, Sri Ramachandra Medical College.

P hiie ~vaccines” are one form of
mmunotherapy, others include the use of
antibodies. CAR T cell therapy, immune
checkpoint inhibitors, etc.

cancer vaccines therefore. are not

patients who already have cancer. in order to
ours.’ says Arvind

Krishnarmurthy, professor and head. surgical
nnal.

- Unlike. say, the COVID-19 n
vaccine that targets one antigen, the

mRNA ~vaccines may also be designed €0 target
multiple antigens.

is Russia’s the only research into a *vaccine”
for cancer?

No, it Is not. Last year, the U.K.s National Health
Service launched the Can:

Pad, a trial programme, to

cancer vaccines as a form of cancer treatment,”

according to its website.
In the US... global biopharmaceutical
last

year that its s CVOTM ancar vacine dhomed
Promising tfmmune responses in a phase 1 study
m panems ‘with glioblastoma (brain cancer).
urrently, more than 120 1 trials are
undelwz) in various parts of the world.

What does it portend?

Doctors that unlike infectious
since cancer, in general, & not

organism, the use of the
In terms of

diseases,
c.nadhyz;ngie
word ‘vaccine"
oranoer.u-e

#Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine can

Prevent cervical Cancer since over SO cases are

known to be caused by this virus, says Prazad
seni

or
Apollo Proton Cancer Centre, Chernat.
Also, the Hepatitis B vaccine that is given to

treatments are not preventive in nature,” he
emphasised.

A the moment, there Is very litile Information
available aboul the Russian treatment being
offered. Any new drug goes through muliple

‘of clinical erials: & process that takes
years, before it can finally reach the market.
Withcur all of this data being available publicly,
5 is difficult to say what stage this treatment is at
and how safe and effective it will be, Dr. Prasad
points out.

While has shown
results for certain cancers, it may not be sustable
for all kinds of cancers or for every cancer
patient. Research is ongoing, and time will tell
how effective this may be, say doctors.

%

Why is a new Bill on foreigners coming?

W’hal are the contours ol’the lxn
s, ed

ation and F
and h i

- of fo i

The penalty
for entering

India without
or

ngle
Socomment i lencly defirios te fiinciione of thie
omoer. the
. and matters mJanng
e:gnen Sond their registration. Though the
of immigration (Bob already exists, the

mu P provide legal backup for

the

er
and the Bol.
It defines provisions relating o the obligations

lmpllm nursing homes, and medical
adxnl any forefgner. wller.

e@ers orscos sabascl tos mogteta->e
Foreigners Regional Registration Othee (FRRO).
Presently. it is mandatory for botels and guest
houses to share the passport details of forelgners
with the police.

The Bill alzo has provisions relating to

the
power of il aur.hority w© mnn’ol places

an
relating to the Habdicy Pt et

Strict measures: The MHA has asked States to

a
wravel
document is

imprisonment
for five years

s Bill. 20257 W'h‘ll (s ns do
when

S, visas, ormhertmveldocun)erts?

obligations. The Bill retains the provision on the
“burden of proof™ to prove that a person is not a
foreigner on the person.

What is the provision for entry and stay of

foreigners?

The BEL Infrodnces the chwme—*heeal i
and

separate federal police force exclusively
of detection a

de et AT w mgny action
i this regard has been entrusted to the St
poli

According to guldelines tssued on April 24,
2014, and July 1, 2019, a foreigner c

be obtained from the embassy or High

of
lndhu-dxehﬁnnswnhalarasn State™

amo: (rounds to refuse the entry or stay of
a fonelgmr in the country.
1 law states, ... no foreigner

& allowed to enter Into or stay in ndia i

What about detention centres?
The term

may
denied entry if he or she is a threat to public
safety, if the foreigner carries an infection or is
affected by mental illness, if the passport or visa
is mvalid, faces extradition or has been
previously denled tenery into the country. The

T of the Centre to isswe
Oriors Tor the reroval of fo foreigners, to delegate
and exempe. Presently, Section 3 of the
Foreigners Act 1946 empowers the Central
Eovernment t prohibit, regilate or restrict the
entry of foreigners into India or, their exit or
stay. Section 5 of the P: Act
the provision for the removal of a foreigner who
has entered without documents or a visa.

What are the penal ons in the Bill?
The penalty for entering I man without 2

and slxz shou.ld be decided by the

the actual number of
foreigners to e Do s eal g the progress
in deportation proceedings.

What are the other mechanisms in place to
track the movement of foreigners?
‘The MHA has asked States to constitute Two
to identify who entered
lndn 2 pre- and postlanuary 1, 2011, and have
The decails of
mgners o entered legally and are said

or travel flouting e uploaded on the
lation is imprisonment Tor e vears or a S FRRO portal, which can be acoessed by the
iy up to 25 lakh or both. tocal police. Their details are also shared with
forged or running ip
obtained passports or other travel or welfare driving Ncence, and PAN
wvisas shall be with for so that action can be taken if
a term not less than two years, but may extend have been
o seven years, and a fne of not less than B lakh - | The MHA asked the Unique Identiicmion
hu[\lhidl extend to 210 lakh, the B4l Authority of India create a negative list of
proposes. Aadhaar cards ifa ponce inve: n shows.
Overstaying beyond the visa limiz shall be that they were procured fraudulently.
pumishable by three years and a fine up to €3 The MHA has also oper: a
Foreigners identification Portal, which s
accessible by the State police to upload the 4+
Does the Bill allow States to detect and biom other details of “illegal
undocumented migrants? foreigners. portal is to

deport
Yes. The Ministry of Home Affairs informed the
gh Court

ermtify foreigners who have stayed

wo
on beyond the wss period. FILE PHOTO

Last year that since the
“Central

When can President’s Rule be imposed?

‘The story so far:

our days after Manipur Chief Minister

N_ Biren Singh resigned, the State was

put under President’s Rule on

February 13. Though the ruling BJP still
in the the

holds a
party was unable to find a consensus Chief
Minister c: has also n
wr ethnic violence since May 2023

his own party.
President’s Rule has been imposed in Manipur,
the highest in any State.
‘What is President’s Rule?
President’s Rule is a provision under Article 356
to be imposed in case of the failure of the

chine:

issue a Proy taking over the functions of

T = ks i)
the State o
cannot, however, assume any of the
vested in a High Court. The President’s

proclamation must be laid before Parliament,

times,
including four
times in J&K

ing chaos: Manipur has been wracked by ethnic violence between the

Meitets and Kuki-Zo communities since May 2023. AN

d\vh.\llcd(()lhecris's?\\

and will expire in two months unless both
Houses ratify it. it may be renewed
Parliament every six months, for a maximum
period of three years. After the first year.
renewal can take place under certain

advising her> to satisfy herself that ~a sifu

as arisen in which the Government of the State
cannot be carried on in accordance the
Provisions of this Constitution™. A

of Rule
published by the Lok Sabha Secretariat in 2016
listed situations in which it has been imposed.
apart from militancy and law and order:

Jjudement in
India case also listed the circumstances in which

What are some previous instances of the
imposition of President’s Rule?

s Rule has been 135 times, in
35 States and Union Territories, including some
that no longer exist. The first instance was in
June 1951, in Punjab, when the State’s Chief
Minister Gopi Bhargava d due to
internal differences in the Gongress party. In all,

slxyesey each from 2990 80 1596 and from 2015
. After Manipur, the most frequent
unposluon of President's Rule has been 10 thmes

There have also been several instances of

1981, Gujarat in 1974, Karnataka in 1990, and
now T in 202:
1In 1977, the newly elected Morarji Desai

Imposing President’s Rule in nine States for the
same reason. The Supreme Court at the time
Tt 7o rakwtier e o Wit sty

Why hiasitbecome less frequent?

ninejudge Bench sa courts could review

by
ohrather it was Bamed on the basls of ey

times munc Oflhese the courts have struck
down twice, in
Pradesh ahd Uttarakhand.

What does it mean to keep a legislature in
suspended animation

Manipur has been placed under
President’s Rule. its Assembly hss Dot been
dissolved. Instead, it has been

Platad inder suspended animanion, i can be
revived whenever &t becomes possible to form a
after s

Rule.

Amx




What is the
cancer vaccine
Russia is offering?
Why does an mRNA-based vaccine

hold promise? What have pre-clinical
trials shown about its efficacy?

Zubedla Hamid

The story so far:
n December last year, Russia announced.
] that it had develdped a new, mRNA-based
rsonalised “vaceine' for cancer which
‘woull be vailable fre fo patients

Research Center of the Russian Ministry of
Health, spoke to Radio Rosslya about the
vaccine. Reports also say that Alexander
Gintsburg, Director of the Gamaleya National
Rasearh Canter ot Epdemiclogy
Microbiology, said the vaceine’s pre-clinical
trials had sihown that it suppresses fumour
development and potential metastases.

Whatisan mRNA cancer * mcm ?
mANA or messenger RNA vaccines p

pemesie nformatio chat foaches the body‘s cells
0 produee an antigen (proein or ocher
substance that trigeers an immune response),
training the immune system to produce
antibodies against i. When these antigens are
detected on cancer cells, the immune system
can potentially Launch an attack against thes

How do these ‘vaccines’ work?
An mENA cances “vaccine' s a form of

destroyed by the immune system. This immane

evasion
“The mRNA cancer ‘mechanism has
vaccines are meant to - now been

be used in patients understood, and
who already have the idea of
cancer, in order 1o Immunatherspy,

therefore, is to
target and treat the boost

fumours’ immune system to

cancer cells, preventing their spreadl. The
advantages f this weatanentae ha, unlke

rapy, only d]ecanuzrm\.ls ae killed,
amd e ide et are owered~
Manicksracsgam, pm[esor.lndhe:dn‘meﬂlul
oncology, Sti Ramachandra Medical College,
Chennal.

While “vaccines’ are ane form of
Immnocheraps,ohersinclide the seof
antibodies, CAR T cell therapy,

checkpolnt inhiblsors, etc.

e mANA cancer vaccines thesefore, are not
meant for healthy patients to prevent disease
ke other vaccines; they are meant to be used in
patients who already have cancer, in order to
target and treat the tumours. says Arvind
Krishnamurthy, professor and head, surgical
oncology, Cancer Institute, WIA, Chennal.

“This treatment is taflored to target specific
that each patient’s tumour has, making
them personalised and potentially more
effective. Unlike, say, the COVID19 mRNA
vaccine that rargets one antigen, the cancer
MRNA vaceines’ may also be designed to targes
multiple antigens.

1s Russla's the only rescarch into a ‘vacelne’

for cancer?

No, it Is not. Last year, khe LJ{.'S National Health
ime Launch
Pad. 4 ral programine, o “speed up acosto
MRNA personalised cancer vaceine elinical trials
for peaple who have heen diagnosed with
cancer” and “accelerate the development of
cancer vaccines as a form of cancer treatment,”
according w its website.

Inthe LS, global biopharmaceutical
‘company CuseVac announced in September last
year that s CVGEM cancer vaccine showed
promising immune responses in a phase 1 suudy
n patients with glioblastoma (brain cancer).

Currently, more than 120 clinical erials are
underway in various parts of the world

‘What does it portend?
Doctars stress that unkike infectious diseases,
since cancer, in genesal, & not caused by a single
organism, the use of the word “vaceine may be
misleadling. In terms of prevention of cancer, the
Human papillemayirus (HPY) vaccine can
prevent cervical cancer since over 90% cases are
known tobe caused byt virus,sys Prasad
Eswaran, senor consultant, ancology,
Apollo Proton Cancer Lulﬂe‘u\ennll
‘Also, the Hepatitis B vaczine that s given to
prevent the Heparitis § viral infection, may have
3 protective role in the prevention of liver
cancer, says Dr. Manickavasagam. “Parients must
understand that these immunotherapy
treatments are not preventive in nature;” he
emphasised.
Arthe moment, there is very litde information
avaabe bont the Rl reatment being
Any new drug goes through mukiple
sugmmmlml trals, a process that takes
years, before it can finally reach the market.
Without al of this data being available publicly,
s to sy what mgs s reamans 0
o safe and st e vl b, . Prased

While hnnmnmmrapyhasshm promising
results for certain cancers, it may not be suitable
fo ll i of cancers o fo svry cancer
patient. Research is ongoing, and time will tell
o tctne s may be, say doctors,

o




. j Russia has developed a personalised mRNA-based cancer vaccine,
which is expected to be available for free by early 2025.
£ T F TF AT THIRTAT-3TRG Fa3_dedla Rsfaa
$Y 8, ST 2025 AT YTIHTT A fA:eh 3T M|

. j The vaccine aims to suppress tumour growth and prevent
metastasis (spread of cancer).

# g% 3T TR & R # Nea 3 FX & haa
(AereefAA) F1 Vet FT d8T @ ¢



. j Pre-clinical trials have shown positive results, but further research
IS ongoing.

£ N-Fafaea gdiaon #§ geRcAs aRkome @ g, afea sma
&1 er ST 2

. j Unlike chemotherapy, this mRNA-based immunotherapy targets
only cancer cells, reducing side effects.

PRI FT Af&T FIA 8, TG4 goHHET FH g ¢

. ;’ Over 120 clinical trials for mRNA cancer vaccines are ongoing
worldwide.

Y A THANRTAT HaX dFdlT & 120 § 3
q{1&ToT I I§ 8



%0 What is an mRNA Cancer Vaccine? | TH3IRUAT Oy dFdleT FAT

?

* V" mRNA vaccines teach the body’s cells to produce specific proteins
(antigens) that trigger an immune response.

v THIRTAT X T FIAFT F [AfASe N1 (TdaaT)
g F1 fAder &Y &, o9 ufaem gfafrar 3caesr @Y &1

* V' Once the immune system detects these antigens on cancer cells, it
attacks and destroys them.

«mmmwmﬁwmmwma—e
Is¢ HT Y ¢



* v This personalised treatment approach allows the vaccine to be
tailored to each patient’s specific tumour.

v Ig FFdd 399N @AY 9@+ Pl & g & 3ER
dodeT FT ITRioT XA T AT Sl ¥

* V' Unlike chemotherapy, which affects all rapidly dividing cells, mRNA
therapy specifically targets cancerous cells, minimising side effects.

v e F Al o g 39 @ e arelt
FIAFET B TRT T ¥, THIRTAT NA Q{77 @ Faw
FRFIH F AT FA 8, OTTE AT FH g1



« @ Why is this Important? | 98 F W g7

. j A major breakthrough in personalised medicine, which could
revolutionise cancer treatment.

# SafFaaa Rfecar A e Agcaol gorfd, S $E 3TER A
FIfAF qEATT T el B

;’ If successful, it could provide an alternative to chemotherapy and
radiation therapy.

ﬁg;{ﬁ Efru'glahﬂ’rﬁﬁraﬁtﬁﬁw‘mﬁlﬁwnﬂw



. j Could lead to similar mRNA-based treatments for multiple types of

cancer.

& I8 BT R & Fuv & AT TANRTAT-I3TRG TR
FT AT YAFT FT FohelT T

s Potentially more effective with fewer side effects compared to
traditional cancer treatments.

S IARF FET ITART M Jelolt A HOF gorrelt 3T Fa
GSUHTT Scdost FXA T HHGT



* s The U.K. has also launched the Cancer Vaccine Launch Pad for
mRNA-based cancer vaccine trials.

# .. o ff TAIRCae-ImaRa FET dede gderon F fav
‘HEY AT Al U3 & R g

. j U.S. pharmaceutical company CureVac has shown promising results
in earlg-stage trials for glioblastoma (brain cancer).

P o | FIATEY R FUA] FARAF o Fordlsereerar
%WW)%WﬁM#WWW
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Volvo Trucks unveils India’s

first road train for lo;

CS

Volvo Trucks has muoduced India’s first” road

train

almed
the highvohune logistics

rated by

industry. Ope:
logistics firm Delhivery. the road train was on
o by Union Minister of Road
Traneport e prive gy Gacikarl. o
concept was formally Incorporated in
lowing

regulations in 2020, al!

for vehicie lengths

of up to 25.25 metre. A road train consists of a

tractor unit towing two

or more tr:

Bank of India raises ¥2.690 cr.

through infrastructure bonds

Bank of India said it raised 10 year infrastructure
bonds of 2,690 crore at 7.50% p.a through the
atform. The base issue

coupon
The funds will be used for affordable houslng and
projects in infrastructure sub-sectors.

Insurers agree on
customer-friendly
Bima Vistaar plan

Comy

Sugar mills
demand hike
in minimum
selling price

COIMBATORE

Sugar mills have sought an
in the

ite cover was mooted by IRDAL which holds quarterly i

insurance companies advised to boost risk mitigation amid cyber threats

IVDERABAD

ndia’s insurance com-

Risk shield

Birma Vistaar is set to
offer -

= COMPREHENSIVE

m‘k is shered among il

such product  covering
death,
property surgical

corresponding line of busi-

of the technology ‘butid for for
Bima Vistaar, which to-
gether with the women-
centric  insur. field
sales force Bima Vahak and

1aims and grie-

vance redressal” IRDAI

said in a release. Bima Su-
¥

gam India
which will build an:
ate the platform, complet

ness within an o co-
insurance ent,
IRDAL said on the delibera.

tions at the Bima Manthan
guarterly meeting with CE-
Os of insurers held here.
“Discussions dwelled in-
to operating model and im-

Bima Sugam form
Trinity on which lndln i.s
betting

ed actions
and is ready to be capital-
ised by ~enthused

par it sasd.

big
rance for All by Dot eat.

IPO timeline
centred

Steady
The Bima Trinity is pro-
steadily toward

India to be linked with longest

undersea cable project: Meta

Social media mefor Meta caeped Ml
o be

its largest markets

firms jongest undersea cable ~Project
rth,” to be

a as one of
connected with the

end of this

v the

. Meta has announced “Project

Waterworth,” which will reach five major
continents and span over 50,000 kilometre. The
project was part of the U.S.-India Joint Leaders”

on v 13
visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to U.S. e

auaspec-s includ-
liance, operation-
 imphifcation tnd case
of operations despite navi-
different risk. A
compliant, simple, com-
prehensive customer
friendly model has now

graded the operating me-

implementation. Poreal for
Bima Vahak is almoss com-

public infrastructure ena-
bling

around various Issues, in-
cluding need for stress test-
ing, scenario analysis and
an effective

managemen:
Was Iatd on the need for in-
urers to have a r P
for lpuhhc] listing.” IRDA1
aid. The push to go public

Comes In the backifop
Union Budget 202526 =
lowing 100% foreign direct
in insurers and

‘with various services to fa-
Clitase purchase, sale. sex-
vicing

LIC scouting for a partner
among -alone health

pol
cles, S entemens of

or
health insurance foray.

selling price (ex-mill) of su-

gar to 39 a kg from 31 a
now:.

Ballani, director

general, Indian Sugar & Bio

sion costs were on the rise.
was 3
11.5% increase in the FRP in

The government per-
mitting export of 10 lakh
tonne of sugar helped the
mills. The mills in Uttar
= a

cal market was bor by
Institu s and
the hike in the min

Less taxing: Makers of kIt pumps do not pay amy tax, says Karthik
of Indian Pump Manufacturers ASSCCIation. THE MINDU

With 18% GST, farms
opt for unbranded
kit pump sets now

ad pro-

troduction of 12% GST.
Hike in GST

sec b
blems related to the refund
of input tax credit, the rate
‘was increased to 18% from
2%

components i the mormn-
ing. ass . the

i
?
E
?

o
ers do not look for energy
efficient pump sees.

Mithun Ramdass, presi-
dent of the Southern India
Engincering Mansacrrir.

et the rna.nulncrurers of

the
hike in (.sr 1o 18% in Oc-
tober 2021, the share of kit
it aate Thee 1o almase
30% the lture

Since some of the pump

been badly hit for the lase
two years se of the
hike in the GST rales

the country, he

Reliance Infra
Q3 net loss
widens to
3,298 cr.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Infrastructure
by repo widen
of consolldated net loss to
3,298 crore in QaFY2S,

It had clocked a net loss.
or %421 crore In the year-

. the company

S5 In an exchange Aling.

The firm’s total mmme.
however, rose to
onke Trow DTS Croee i
the year

1ts expenses declined to
24,963 crore from 25,068

Shiksha Financial's new
verticals turn profitable

CHENNAL

Hit by COVID-19, Chennai-

disbursals, said a top com-
pany

Shiksha, an educational
loan financier to poor stu-

outs, migration, a slide in
and

power. roads. metro rail,
and allied sectors.

stion.
“Till COVID19, we were

W.L Ramaknshnan

doéng absolutely fine in dis-
burs| loans.

nan told The Hindu.

Catering to MSMESs

In the last two vears.
Shiksha disbursed 245
crore thr. micro LAP
portfolio to 1,500 custom-

than 2160 crore in BC-MFI
through 21 branches in Ta-
mil Nadu, K and

Steel maker
SAIL to invest
$800 mn in
new rail mill,
says chairman
Press Tyust of India

SAIL Is bullish oo the de-

Post COVID reverse migra-

Agal Property (LAP)
and’ Businsss Cormempoi-

nce. pro-
e Founder-director

and CEO V.L.

The firm incurred losses
In FY22 and FY23 Mr. Ra-
makrishnan said. adding
Shiksha demonstrated its
loan recovery efforts when
it was able to recover SO%
of written off loans and
when new ventures started

profits.

Al could allow people converse with
departed loved ones: Google X founder

Mini Tejaswi

BENGALURU

Al could one day allow pe-
gple to conrinue conversa-
tions with their loved ones.
after thetr death,
Thrun,
X said here mmry.

With a digital twin, peo-
ple would also be able to
attend meetings and work

development of the
Google's self-driving car.
He is also known for his

AL
From Imagination to Real-
World Impact” at the Gl

bal Investors’ Meet organ-

the l‘umm thanks o

AL we might even talk to
ildren and grand-
l:Md.ren after we've
Through  digital
we'll be able to at-

Thrun also ad-

the issue of Al reg-

uvlation, acknowledging its  pa the kee, Mr.

e. but cautioned  Thrun said although e

over-regulation,  fe Job losses, Al would

which could stifle innova.  work alongside human

= is neces- 3 new op-
sary. bt it must noc - rtunities rather tha

research,” he stated “It’s  eliminaring them. “Approx-

not right to control a tech-

regulati.
onty step in when there's
misuse.”

According to him, coun-
tries like China and the Eu-
ropean Union are already
ting Al while India

has yet 10 establish formal
5. CEOs

Commenting on grow-

technologies. Young peo-
the:

find new career prospects
in felds that are currently
emerging, he led, en-

science and cybersecurity.

Th
ed to go ahead with the in-
vestment plan despite not

cause I am confident Rail-
ways will go nowhere and
they will have to buy from
me if 1 put up a mill. So, 1
have taken a decision like
that. So. that is the kind of

confidence that

thel
mand, to accordingly plan
rail production.

“I think, seven
years, we have been run-
ning after Indian railways,
saying. how much rail
track will you buy from us?

h

n-

vestment into a new mill?

Will you buy #? They said., 1

am not going to give you

any comfort about whar 1

will buy in the future.” the
id

chalrman
s |

Board of OpenAlI
rejects Elon Musk’s
$97.4 billion offer

ChatGP

Battie for Al: This i= Musk's latest sttempt to block the start-up he
co-founded with Altman from becomng 2 for-profi firm. REUTERS

Reuters

OpenAl on Friday rejected
a $97.4-billion bid from a
consortium led by b

saying the
Startup ks not for sale and
that any future bid would
be disingenuous.

The

ing Mr. Musk's Al start-up
would withdraw its
bid for OpenAl's non-profit
arm if it drops plans to be-
come a for-profit entity,
the billionaire’s cyers
said in a court filing.
“Two ago. you filed
a pleading in court adding

'A

Cupid Q3
net profit
rises 25% to
X11.04 crore

MumMBAL

Cupid Lxd for the third

vear ago up
24.60%.

income of the
company for the per

ap-
proach is Mr. Musk’s latest

ter left — from becoming a
for-profit firm, as it Jooks 1o
secure more capital and
stay ahead in the Al race.

Mr. Musk's lawyer Marc
Toberoff did not mpond
®0 2 request for comment
. Mr. Altman
010 news websie Axios
OpenAl was not for sale.
He rebuffed the offer on
Monday with a “no thank
you™ on X, prompting Mr.
Musk to retort: “swindler.”
The consortium, inchsd-

OpenAl board said. ac-
cording 1o a letter signed

by William Savitr, a lawyer
the

crore against 240.78 crore

in the year ago period.
erating Income stood

ar T46.38 crore compared

sent to Mr. Toberoff on Fri-
day. Othe

Equity Partners,
Capital an Holly
power broker Ari Ema-
ouel Mr Aloman and Mr.
at logger-

ars.
After Mr. Musk’s depar-
ture in 2019, OpenAl creat-
ed a for-profit arm that has
Grawn billions of dollars in
funding, sparking claims
the

iz and beyond Itia & ves.
to our consistent
quznl.y reliabiticy _and
commitment to sUpport
sglobal healm initiatives,”
said.

“Our new mamdfactur-
ing facility ar Palava. near




Insurers agree on
customer-friendly
Bima Vistaar plan

Composite cover was mooted by IRDAI which holds quarterly review;

insurance companies advised to boost risk mitigation amid cyber threats

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

ndia’s insurance com-
l panies have agreed on

a simple yet compre-
hensive and customer-
friendly model for Bima
Vistaar, the composite cov-
er mooted by the Insu-
rance Regulatory and De-
velopment Authority of
India (IRDAI).

It will be the first ever
such product covering
death, personal accident,
property and surgical hos-
pitalisation with each line
of the risk co-insured bet-
ween all insurers of that
corresponding line of busi-
ness within an omnibus co-
insurance arrangement,
IRDAI said on the delibera-
tions at the Bima Manthan
quarterly meeting with CE-
Os of insurers held here.

“Discussions dwelled in-
to operating model and im-
plementation strategy...
touched all aspects includ-
ing compliance, operation-
al simplification and ease
of operations despite navi-
gating different risk. A
compliant, simple, com-
prehensive and customer
friendly model has now
been signed off by the top
brass of the industry,” the
regulator said.

With the project reach-
ing a crucial juncture, the
team concerned has up-
graded the operating me-

Risk shield

Bima Vistaar is set to
offer a customerfriendly
insurance coverage:

chanism to complete rest
of the technology build for
Bima Vistaar, which to-
gether with the women-

centric insurance field
sales force Bima Vahak and
insurance e-marketplace
Bima Sugam form Bima
Trinity on which India is
betting big to achieve ‘Insu-
rance for All by 2047’ goal.

Steady progress
The Bima Trinity is pro-
gressing steadily toward
implementation. Portal for
Bima Vahak is almost com-
plete and gearing up for
soft launch for onboarding
women agents from April.
“Implementation of Bi-
ma Sugam is going as
planned... to be esta-
blished as a robust digital
public infrastructure ena-
bling seamless integration
with various services to fa-
cilitate purchase, sale, ser-
vicing of insurance poli-
cies, settlement of

= COMPREHENSIVE
COVERAGE: Protects against
death, personal accident,
property loss, and surgical
hospitalisation

= OMNIBUS CO-INSURANCE:
Risk is shared among all
insurers with a business
arrangement

= INDUSTRY-BACKED
INITIATIVE: Developed
through IRDAI-led
discussions at the Bima
Manthan meeting

insurance claims and grie-
vance redressal,” IRDAI
said in a release. Bima Su-
gam India Federation,
which will build and oper-
ate the platform, complet-
ed foundational actions
and is ready to be capital-
ised by “enthused industry
participants,” it said.

IPO timeline

Discussions centred
around various issues, in-
cluding need for stress test-
ing, scenario analysis and
an effective asset liability
management. “Emphasis
was laid on the need for in-
surers to have a roadmap
for [public] listing,” IRDAI
said. The push to go public
comes in the backdrop of
Union Budget 2025-26 al-
lowing 100% foreign direct
investment in insurers and
LIC scouting for a partner
among stand-alone health
insurers for its proposed
health insurance foray.




j Bima Vistaar is a new composite insurance model proposed by
IRDAI to provide comprehensive coverage.

xaﬁmﬁwwwmmaﬁmm%mmmlaﬁm
SYIYe HaA¥ST Yeld A & fAv wrarfad BFar = g

j It will cover death, personal accident, property loss, and surgical
hospitalisation under a single policy.

jzrgﬂ—zr—zrﬁ-?m?r gt &1 gifer 3t gfoied
IETATT A ot FT U @ G & dgd HaT HI



* o Risk will be co-insured by multiple insurers under an "Omnibus Co-
Insurance" arrangement.
£ N@A F "gagaAdd dg-dar gaear & dga #§ €A
FYfAdl q@RT |IEAT fHAT ST

« o IRDAI is promoting ‘Insurance for All by 2047’ and has introduced
technology-based solutions like Bima Sugam and Bima Vahak.

o IRDAI '2047 dF HaF T AT &Y doar & @7 T 3R i
I AR AT g S awdls 3maTRa AT g FT @I B



* s Push for 100% FDI in health insurers & listing of insurance

companies as per Union Budget 2025-26.
g TIHR 2025-26 & Foic #H Faed AT Hufaat & 100%

ﬁ.
A 2t frder (Fpi) 3R wdwfas FAleguar # Neafzd & W@
|



@ Features of Bima Vistaar | AT faTdR &r CRAGILY
* V' Comprehensive Coverage | <9 C e rE |
* Death, personal accident, property loss, and surgical hospitalisation.

+ AcY, IfFAIT gHeaT, Fuid Hr gifa 3R Tfothel 3TTATT &

C

I HaY HL3|

* ' Omnibus Co-Insurance | TaaaATaft g-diam

* Multiple insurers will share the risk, making insurance more affordable.

T &, TTad «STAT IEAT M|




@ Why is this Important? | IJg§ &4 ?FIBE'CI;U? g7

. x Aims to increase insurance penetration in rural and semi-urban areas.
reh-ergdY &A1 A AT FayST G FT A&

. x Provides a simple and affordable insurance solution for middle- and low-

income groups.
£ 7ead AR AFA-3m 79t & fov ava 3 rwdt fiar aammT

9aled dl &l

’ Encourages financial inclusion and promotes social security.
HATAAT FI dgral ol § AR WHATSF FI&TT Yea FIT ¢

. ﬁ Supports the government’s goal of ‘Insurance for AII by 2047/
P TEFR & '2047 dF TGS QT AT J8T P GHAT T T

)' Boosts the insurance sector’s growth and aligns with India’s economic

development goals
S AT A aaﬁra»‘%mam%ammﬂ:m%ﬁm
a8 & FIT AA |




« @ Government & Regulatory Push | (&R 3R s ool

. x Union Budget 2025-26 allowed 100% FDI in standalone _health i msureg_

TFR o 2025-26 & dolc A Tadd TATELT AT
%Oa"?maﬂ'éﬁmﬂﬂﬁiﬂl

. x IRDAI plans to make insurance more customer-friendly and transparent.
|§DA| FI HUF AEH-IeThel X IRGUT qelled 1 AAel Tl

’ Bima Sugam digital platform will be a one-stop marketplace for all
insurance needs,

fefSeer coewiar d1AT 3maR 3t & faT ga-
b a?ﬁ:r?m <ol ghdl de1-¥eq

x IPO roadmap for insurance companies to ensure financial stability and

investor confldence % R 311'é'tﬁ3-ﬁ =T, fray Bl Ruar sk
API FT faRaE =1 @
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Shifts in technology,
society could make
pann ats irrelevant

will U.S. F-35
jets be a goe
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Shashi Tharoor gets
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Champion KKR to

sent to police custody
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Hamas must be
eradicated, says
Marco Rubio

SERUSALES
U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rublo endorsed Israel’s war
aims in Gaza on Sunday, saying
Hamas “must be eradicated™.
throwsng the future of the

Saudi Arabia’s Ryadh. A day
before the Qatari Emir's arraal,
the seven former Indian Navy
officials who returmed Last year

Deing imprisoned for
mearly 18 months in Doha,
hawe called for the repatriation
of the last remaining Indian
who is stuck. » PAGE 4

BENGALURU
The UK’s Minister of State for
Defence, Vernon Coaker, said
on Sunday that his country will
be a reliadle partner for india
“now and in the future” He

Confusion over trains ‘caused stampede’

Death toll rises to L

nouncement of s;

capacity of

Samridhi Tewari

NEW DELHI

he stampede that
T led to the death of
18 people at the

New Delhi Railway Station

one platform to another,
causing the stampede. offi-
cials said.

refiminary investi-

ing the Prayagraj Express,
stated to arrive at 10.10

- Souole aald sppeaxl.
500 additional

ecial trainled to a
: the press was maost intense at steps leading to the foot overbridge with passengers falling over each other and being crushed

Tragic end: Relatees of a victim of the stampede Mourn her death in New Delhi on Sunday. =7

> from one

tform to another: nearly 2600 additional tickets for unreserved seats were sold on Saturday:

the capacity of pla
At this point, the loud-
speakers announced the

arrival of the v - tense at to
bound Subedaarganj Spe- the foot overbridge bet-
cial. meant for Kumbh de-  ween platforms, with pas-
es, on sengers ling over each
other and being crushed to

thought that it was the death, Tways rees

Prayagraj Express that

been shifted to Platform 12,

prompting a sudden surge.
The press was most in-

The Delhi Police have al-
so conducted an inftial in-
quiry. with officials saying

Railways forms
panel to probe
Delhi d

Review meeting
on safety kept
flicials busy”

NEW DELII
The Railways has formed a
two-member high-level

CHENNAL
Top raitway officials were busy
i 2 meeting on Saturday

<ommittee to Irestigate the

Sour chidren, officials in the
Raitway Ministry said on
Sunday » PAGE 5

safery
<rowd started swelling at the

went on for about five hours,
raitway sources sad. » PAGE S

among t dead.

OrEhe s ln)ured three
suffered serious mmjuries,
the Railways sald in a state-

ment on evening.
Compensation paid
By Sunday evening, the

Railways had pasd 210 lakh
as compensation to the kin
of each of those who died,

tees arrived for the Maha
Kumbh, and we are operat.

they will look into the loo-
pholes of the train announ-
cement system.

For several hours after
the incident, the Railways
did not confirm that peo-

had in the stam-
pede, and issued a com-
prehensive statement with
the death toll only 20

hours after the tragic inci-
dent took place
The Raﬂways have an-

in
age from seven to 15, 11 wo-
menand men are

ing an
record number of sp-ec\al
trains for the ease of pas-
sengers.” sal
Shekhar Upadhyay, Chief
Public Relations Officer for
Northern

Narsi mem-
ber of the Raflways probe
committee, visited the spot
at the station on Sunday
afterncon.

The beach life

Third U.S. aircraft touches
down in Amritsar carrying
more than 100 deportees

THANDIGARSH

A United States afrcraft car-
12 undocu-

Fore

3 >
the fiscal ending March 31. THULAS KAAT

on Sunday. The Cochin Port Authority has targeted = total of 50 cruise ships visiting the port city

Suspected KNA cadres among 11 militants held
in Manipur; pollce clear roadblocks, seize arms

FHAL

urity forces have arrest-
SaTI malliants from ManE
pur in the past two days,

arms and ammunition,
police n Sunday.

The “KNA cadres™ e
apprehended from the old
Kh. 2l a

chandpur Py
day, they said.

The KNA is a signatory
of a Suspension of Opera-

ong the United Pe-

oples’ Front (UPF) and the
nal Organisatios

(KNO), an umbrella of 24

foxS Ko Minisry s
Manipur governm
The Manipur i

a s s and
Curing the Joint operation in Churachandpur. FLE PHOTS

March 2023,

1n another operation on
Saturday at Huikap village
in Imphal East districe,
four active members of the
proscribed outfit Kanglel-

booklets were  among
items recovered from their
possession, they added.

pak Party
(PWG group), including
two women, were arrest-
ed, the police said

Two AK-47 rifles, pistols,

from the agréement in

P

Live incrimi-
nating  documents and
p—

Check posts cleared

Security forces have also
“illegal check
in place by *

lage volumeers" in Mani
pur along the Imphal-Chu-
rachandpur road, the
police said.

“Joint security forces

check posts at

tions and free movement
of common vehicles is be-
ing ensured.” a police offic-
er

The check posts had
been in existence since the
beginning of the ethnic
conflice, police added.

Meanwhile,  another
police officer said a First

in the State” he

asd.
“With regard to this, an
FIR has been registered in

the Imphal police station
and necessary legal action
is underway” the officer

sasd.
The ethnic violence in
Manipur, v.hlc.h begn in
al clash-

the deportees, said In
Hoshiarpur on 3
Sources s en
were not shackled, unlike
on the cta-

ton ﬂlghl on February
rortations follow
u.s. Pres! Donald
Trump's crackdown on il-
legal immigrants. The first
plane brought 104 illegal
immigrants in handcuffs
and chains s Amritsar, in-
viting sharp criticism,
the Opposition ‘auestion.
ing the U

Back home: The polce escort LS. deportees 31 the Ahmedabad
airport on Sunday. They had landed in Amritsar > day earfier. T,

connection with a murder
case of 2023, Patlala’s Se-
nior Superln(enden‘ of Pol-
ice Nanak Sh
Mr. Daljit Nngh cold
esspersons Hoshiar-

P
purmhewasduped by a

why xhey had been “de-
port

in over 250 deaths besides
of

On Saturday « nlgh! afer

nc
nection with fraudulent
calls by unknown indivi-

"The Manipur Police

people.
presuem s Rule was im-

in Manipur on
Thnrsdz) and the Assemb-
Iy pur under suspended

days after Chief

Sbout fraudulent call from
unknown individuals at-
tempting to influence and
mislead MLAs by exploit-
ing the ongoing political

Ainister N. Biren Singh re-

signed from his post.

KUKI-ZO MLAS SEEK PEACE
Ea

» PAGH
B —

ground checks, i depoa'
tees from Punjab were ta-
ken to their homes Iin
police vehicles.

Two arrested
The Puislls Palice scrested
san-

leader and kam Sbha

‘o young

deep Singh and Pradeep
who hail from Raj.

pul’a in Patiala districe, in

P
Took 1o social media plat:
form X to target the Union
sovernment. “All eyes will
~—

be on reraft
which wm land (oday [Sa-
in Amritsar

The Punjab Police set up
a Special Investigation
Team to probe il -
man tral and migra-
tion after the first batch
landed.

So far, 10 first Informa-
tion reports have been re-
gistered  against  travel

ts based on the state-
men!s of . ees.

Punjab Chief Minister

tion of iilegal migrants, ap-
pealing to them to shun tl
idea broad by
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Grok 3 chatbot from Musk-led

start-up xAI to be unveiled Monday

TAIFER

Taiwan welcomes ‘positive” words

BUKAWVU

M23 rebels reach the centre of

on US. govt. website about island

’ uc,to

ssuTEsS

Elon Musi said his startup oAl will release fts Grok 3 chatbot on
Monday and biled it as the “smartest Al on Earth™ in a fiercely
competitive market. Grok 3 was trained on synthetic data and i

capable of
%o reach logical consistency. Ase

n erroes it makes by going aver data in arder

ey

REUTERS.

Tswan praised the “positive and friendly”™ wording about the island
©n the U.S. State Department’s updated website, which nas

removed the phrase that Washington

does “not support Taiwan

independence™ The US. has long been Taiwan's most o)

backer, whte

risking the wrath of China. s==

eastern DRC's

second md|or (:lt!

~
Rwanda-backed rebels reached the

—

GETTYIMAGES

centre of eastern part of the

Democratic Republic of Congo's second largest city, Bukavu, on

i

Sunday moening and were present in most parts of the city after
- -

from forces
expansion of their reach in their years-tong fighting. A=

MOSCOoOwWw

Russians flock to visit Navalnvs

grave on his death anniversary

[
AL least 1,500 Russians came to the grave of Alexei Naualy in
Moscow on Sunday, nisking reprisals and braving freezing

main cpponent whom Russia nad dedared an “extremist™. arp

Israeli strike
kills three
policemen in
Gaza Strip

GAZA CETY

Hamas sasd an Israeli strike

ern Gaza city of Rafah. a
after Israel and mili-

e Hamas-run Interfor
Ministry initially reported
that two officers were
killed and a third was criti-
wounded in a strike
while they were deployed
i the Al-Shouka area, east
of Rafah in the Gaza Strip,
o secure
The third officer later
succumbed to his

The Israeli military said
in a statement that its air
force  struck  -sewveral
armed individuals moving
toward troops in the south-
ern Gaza Strip~.

Rubio leaves truce on shaky ground
by calllng for eradlcatlon of Hamas

te Marco Rubi
m..sgnoflhgal es closing ranks,

JERUSALEM

Stare Marco

Mr. Rublo met with Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
Jerusa-

regional tour, where he is

likely to face pushback
from Arab leaders ower
U.S. President Donald

Trump’s proposal to transf-
er the Palestinian popula-
tion out of the Gaza Strip
and redevelop it under
U.S. ownership.

Mr. has wel-

force that can

. Israel said it rl:cex\.ed a ;{'uprrn:rl of 900

I]UN T KILI. THE l]EAL

Popalar demand the
hoszages heid by Hamas in Tel S On Sabarcay. A

the plan, and said
o Me. Panp e a
common strategy™ for Ga-
za

Echolng Mr. Trump, he
said

ab-

release of

ducted in its October 7,
2023, attack that triggered
the war.
“Their re Just
two weeks before the first
of the ceasefire Is set
o end.

The second phase, in
which Hamas is to release

in exchange for more

Y3 1ong as It stands as
force that can govern or as
a force that can administer
or as a force that can threa-
ten by use of wviolence,
peace becomes Impossi-
ble,” mMr. Rubio said. ~It

s b arcae s
nguage uld
complkale efforts to conti-
nue talks with Hamas,
which, despite suffering
heavy losses in the war, re-
mains intact and in control
of Gaza.
tn another sign of the
two allies clasing ranks, Is-

raels Defense Ministry
sasd it received a shipment
of 2,000-pound (SO0-kilo-

European nations to
meet in Paris today
to discuss security

PARIS

m)  MK-S4

on o
discuss the continent’s se-

Eral
from the United States.
The Bide:

year over concerns about
civilian casualties in Gaza_

Pressure Arab states
In a radio interview last
ek, M= kublo indicated
hat Trump's
m parl au'ned £ presnmng
states to come up
wl(h their own postwar
plan that woul accep-
table to Israel, which says
Hamas can have no role in
Gaza.

He also appeared to sug-
gest that Arab countries
send in troops to combat

mas.

curity,
Jeman il Barroc zaid,
amid growing concerns
er LS. eﬁons o end the
Ukraine wa:

U'S, President Donald
Trump blindsided Ukraine

Emmmanuel Macron

bring together the main

and s
this week by startng dis-
cussions on Russia’s inva-
sion in a call “1(h his Rus-
sian counterpart Viadimir
Putin.

The new U.S. adminis-
tration has also warned its
NATO allies that Euwrope
will no longer be its top se-
curity priority and it may
shift forces as it switches

will

to-
morrow for discussions on

European security.”
Barrot told the France In-
ter radio caster on
Sunday.

The meeting in Paris on
Monday afternoon was to
include Britain, Germany,
Poland, Italy, Denmark
and NATO chief Marc Rutte
and EU chief Ursula von
der Leyen. a European di-
plomatic source sai

Cook Islands signs
agreement for closer
relations with China

The Cook tslands says it
has signed a deal to ex-
pand relations with China,
stressing that the accord

loes not imp! on tes
with former colonial pow-
er New 2 d.
P Minister Mark
Brown he an

during a five-day state visit
to China_
He promised to publish

Mark Brown

slands, a country of
17.000 people. has a ~free

milit
aircraft transit
Taiwan Strait

TAPED

Taiwan said it detected 24
Chines saliisey alecrabs
near the island o

as a nadian . warsiig
passed through the sensi-

e was the first Canadian
naval vessel to transit the

waterway year, Tal
wan's Foreign Ainistry
said, and came days after
two U.S. ships made the

with New Zealand, which

New Zealand Foreign

the accord, after New Zea-

tand

about a lack

cy over the (rlp and com-

plained it had not been

properly consulted.
The sel Cook

n_peters”
spokesperson com-
plained of a lacke of tean:
sparency over the trip, de.
scribing it as ~a martter of

The U.S. and its allies

na_Beijing has never ruled
Taiw:

tesritory and
threatened to bring it un-
der izs control by force.

Mother's love

indra, r

ale feeds on leaves with hlsq"‘ly:areld emother, Delilah ot the Sumatzan Rieno
Sanciusey in Wy Kambes Mational Park in Larmpong Frovince in rdoresta on Sands:

Ukraine
claims to
retake village
near Pokrovsk

Ky

Ukraine on Sunday said it

“We can already e
about the liberation of the
village of Pishchane™ The
announcement came just

be!
steelmaker Metinvest.

One killed, five injured, in Austria stabbing incident

VIENNA

A 23-year-old man stabbed

was

hard Karner called the inci-
~islamist anack

lum seeker held was rads-
calised online ~in a
cm

In memoriam: People mourn on Sunday at the site where Stabbing
steack happened i Villach in Austria s

vestigating the attacker’s
“We

son said a motive was not
immediately
added that pouce e

have to wait until we get se-
cure information.” he said_
A 42Z-year-old man who

worlsi for a food delivery

ompany witnessed the in-
Cidens from his car, police
said. He drove toward the
suspect and helped to pre-
vent things from getting
worse, Dionisio told Aus-
tria’s public broadcaster
ORF.

The victims were all
two sersously in-
jured and two susulmng
minor injuries. police sasd.
Later on Sarurday, police
said a fifth person. also a
man, was injured in the ac-
tack.
Peter Katser, the gover-

“This ourrage-

ous atrocity must be mel
with harsh consequen
Tiave Always oaid with clark:
ty and unambiguousk
Those who live in Carin-
thia. in Austria, have to res-
pect the law and adfust ©
our rules and vahses.~
Far-right leader Herbert
K said on

c rvative y lead-
er Christian Stocker said
on the artacker
“must be broughs to justice
the

Musk-led DOGE Department cuts
$21 million grant allotted for India

NEW YORK

The US. Department ol

expenditure curs, includ-
ing $21_million allocated
for “voter turnout in In-
dia®. The DOGE an-
nounoed cancelling many

rogrammes costing hun-
Greds of millions of tax-
payers’ doflars.

e ‘department said,
“U.S. taxpayer dollars were
going to be spent on the
items. all (of}

an i
full force of the Law.~

which have can-

nout? This definitely is ex-
ternal  Interference

nout in India” and $22 mil-  that the now cancelled

o d par- cas a pointer
to the ps

process™ in Moldova. led UPA government

Reacting to the post.
nior BIP leader Amit '\'Al\-\-

alleg-
edly enabling infiltration of
Indian institutions.

Amx




Cook Islands signs
agreement for closer
relations with China

Agence France-Presse
WELLINGTON

The Cook Islands says it
has signed a deal to ex-
pand relations with China,
stressing that the accord
does not impinge on ties
with former colonial pow-
er New Zealand.

Prime Minister Mark
Brown said he signed an
“action plan for the com-
prehensive strategic part-
nership” with Chinese Pre-
mier Li Qiang in the
northern city of Harbin
during a five-day state visit
to China.

He promised to publish
the accord, after New Zea-
land expressed concern
about a lack of transparen-
cy over the trip and com-
plained it had not been
properly consulted.

The self-governing Cook

Mark Brown

Islands, a country of
17,000 people, has a “free
association” relationship
with New Zealand, which
provides budgetary assis-
tance as well as helping on
foreign affairs and defence.
New Zealand Foreign
Minister Winston Peters’
spokesperson has com-
plained of a lack of tran-
sparency over the trip, de-
scribing it as “a matter of
significant concern”.
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Spoken
languages

Ethnic groups
(2016 census!?))

Demonym(s)

Government

* Monarch

* King's
Representative

* Prime Minister

* President of the
House of Ariki

Legislature

Avarua

o 21°12'S 159°46'W
English

Cook Islands Maori
(including Pukapukan!?])
English (86.4%)

Cook Islands Maori (76.2%)
other (8.3%)!"!

78.2% Cook Island Maori
7.6% Part-Maori
14.2% other

Cook Islander

Unitary constitutional
monarchy

Charles Il
Sir Tom Marsters

Mark Brown
Tou Travel Ariki

Parliament

Free association with New Zealand

» Self-governance
* UN recognition
of independence
in foreign
relations
Area
» Total

Population
+ 2021 census
* Density

GDP (nominal)
» Total

* Per capita

4 August 1965
19920

236.7 km? (91.4 sq mi)

(unranked)

15,040/%] (223rd)

63.3/km? (163.9/sq mi)
(138th)

2020 estimate
US$384 million®! (not ranked)
US$21,994 (not ranked)



. j The Cook Islands sighed an "action plan" to strengthen strategic ties

with China.

gqﬁaﬁﬁwﬁiﬁaﬂ;mﬂm?ﬁﬁ?mﬂmm$
“"IF T 9 gEA1ER U

j New Zealand has raised concerns over transparency and lack of
prior consultation.
—qsﬁﬁgagrqmﬁmaﬁrawﬁaﬁtqémﬁamaﬁw
cqdd <l



« o Despite closer ties with China, Cook Islands maintains a "free
association" with New Zealand.

# N & "y afass gaul F drEcE, FF AW ~Jellols &
|1y "HEFT WY S0 @ g

. j New Zealand provides financial assistance, foreign policy, and
defense support to Cook Islands.

# ~gsiels T 30 & fadiiwr wergar, fager Afa, st Tam
HEAdT el &dT gl

. ;’ The agreement is part of China’s increasing engagement in the
Pacific region.

& Ig gASar gena & #F AT Y ged) AN &1 TEaT 8



* Geopolitical & Strategic Significance | %Tm?ﬁ‘f?l'ﬂ? 3 orEfas
Hgcd

+ ¥ China's Expanding Pacific Influence | TeITd &9 & T T THT

* China is strengthening its presence in the Pacific through economic and
diplomatic deals.

- 1o 3MTfAS AT Feaiiider FASICN & AeTH § 9T & #
3961 3URUTT Aolgd X @ %I




* V' New Zealand’s Concerns | Fqc'\\?ﬁﬁ's.' $r Rame

* New Zealand is worried about its diminishing influence over the Cook
Islands.

+ 7goiTels T Feh IMSeIsH W 3T Ted T87d H =T g
* V' Economic & Trade Impact | e 3 s aiRe gHE

* The deal could bring Chinese investments into infrastructure and tourism
in Cook Islands.

- Jg FHASIAT Heh 3TSoizd H FiAAEr o IR wded & et
faer o e B




Musk-led DOGE Department cuts
$21 million grant allotted for India

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

The U.S. Department of
Government Efficiency led
by billionaire Elon Musk
has announced a series of
expenditure cuts, includ-
ing $21 million allocated
for “voter turnout in In-
dia”. The DOGE an-
nounced cancelling many
programmes costing hun-
dreds of millions of tax-
payers’ dollars.

The department said,
“U.S. taxpayer dollars were
going to be spent on the
following items, all (of)
which have been can-

Senior BJP leader
Amit Malviva terms
the grant ‘external
interference’ in
India’s elections

celled...” The list included
$486 million in grants to
the “Consortium for Elec-
tions and Political Process
Strengthening” including
$21 million for “voter tur-
nout in India” and $22 mil-
lion for “inclusive and par-
ticipatory political
process” in Moldova.
Reacting to the post, se-
nior BJP leader Amit Malvi-

ya termed the grant as ‘ex-
ternal interference’ in
India’s elections. He ques-
tioned who the beneficiary
was, asserting that it was
‘not the ruling party for su-
re’.“USD 21M for voter tur-
nout? This definitely is ex-
ternal interference in
India’s electoral process.
Who gains from this? Not
the ruling party for sure!”
the BJP’s IT department
head said on X. He claimed
that the now cancelled
programme was a pointer
to the previous Congress-
led UPA government alleg-
edly enabling infiltration of
Indian institutions.

A IN-X



* # The U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), led by Elon
Musk, announced the cancellation of a $21 million grant meant for

"voter turnout in India".

xm?rm%ﬁa—q'ﬁamﬁ?ﬁrwﬁaﬁmﬁm(noemﬁ
HRT & "HAISET AT deR” & fav RAuiRa 21 AT o]

#T ITE TR F TGE F A °won
j This move is part of a larger $486 million budget cut on political and
electoral process grants globally.

¥g faokr aftes Far 9T TeEifas it gere afhamst &
ﬁaﬁm486mwﬁmm#ﬁsﬁm

feear &1




« s Senior BJP leader Amit Malviya termed the grant as "external
interference"” in India's electoral process.

# ass AT A1 HAT ATTNT F 3H 3T F AR Y
ATl UishaT A ARl gETAT" FIR e

. j Malviya questioned who the actual beneficiary of this grant was,
claiming it was not the ruling party.

S AT ? WAt 3SMT 1 §H 3He[aled &I el aremeft Hier
m,wmmﬁgc%wmﬁaﬁzﬂl



j He alleged that such external funding pointed to past interference

under the Congress-led UPA government
SeelY HINT SO R BW oNE 4 ATy R weraar Fw
ﬁﬂ aﬁﬁ zg\tntr W AT §EE A FAT g@ds #

Tha adr ¢l



* Geopolitical & Electoral Significance | SkTIGI?ﬂ‘f?I'ﬂ'T 3T ?I:'F-I'Iﬁ Hgcd

* V' Foreign Influence in Indian Elections | R ?I:FI'IET H fQeef
THTT

* External funding for electoral processes raises concerns about
sovereignty and fair elections.

« AT FihAT3T & T Srgdr faer diwor qusiar AR fosqer gerat
Y HdTel 37T gl




. J U.S. Pol ¥<on Foreign Electoral Aid | faceaft iI'FITa°f delddl U

* The U.S. prowdes funds globally for democratic participation but has
faced allegations of interference.

« 3TART diRgeh T W clierdiiash ARG & foIT 6T YcT
AT &, AfheT 3T §EAIT & 3RIUT T TTHAT AT UST &




* v Impact on India-U.S. Relations | HRI-3MARST FEUT X IAT

* The decision to cancel funds may reduce tensions regarding foreign
involvement in Indian democracy.

+ 3TeTeT e el AT fAUT HARAT ollehcdT H facel g&dald
Y delld &l A FY Thdl gl

* v Internal Political Debates | IHTaR® TsEas EI%@'

* The ruling party views the move as evidence of past interference, while
the opposition may question transparency.

-aauwmﬁgﬁfﬁaﬁrmﬂtrwwmﬂ?ﬁﬁ Safer fageT
qRERIAT W dTd 3T ohdT ¢




Smartphone exports soar
torecord %1.5 lakh crore

® iPhoneslead
with 70% share

RISHI RAJ
New Delhi, February 16

SMARTPHONE EXPORTS
FROM India hit ¥1.55 lakh
crore during the April-January
period breaking yet another
record. Coming on the back of
the government’s production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme,
they topped %1.31 lakh crore
during FY24. Moreover, Janu-
ary reported the highest-ever
monthly exports of 25,000
crore, an increase of 140%
over January 2024.

The exports in the 10
months to January are 56%
higher than the ¥99,120 crore
worth of smartphone exports
achieved by the industry in the

A GOOD SHOW

Mobile phone exports (Z cr)

FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25*

*Apr'24 to Jan25
Source: Department of commerce,
industry figures

corresponding period of FY24.
Nearly 70% of this was con-
tributed by some of Apple’s
iPhone vendors with Foxconn,
which operates out of Tamil

Nadu, contributing about half.
Exports from Foxconn exhibited
agrowth of 43% overthe corre-
sponding period of FY24.
Nearly 22% came from
iPhonevendorTata Electronics,
which has been accelerating
production at its Karnataka
unit after taking over from
Wistron,while 12% came from
Tamil Nadu-based Pegatron,in
which Tata Electronics has
recentlyacquiredastake.About
20% of the total smartphone
exports were contributed by
Samsung. The remainder is
attributed todomestic compa-
nies and merchant exports.
Minister for electronicsand
information technology Ash-
wini Vaishnaw has said he
expects smartphone exports to
reach $20billion during FY25.

Continued on Page 5



India in Indian Ocean Region



* India, along with Singapore and Oman, is hosting the 8th Indian Ocean
Conference (I0C) in Muscat, where foreign ministers from 30 nations are
discussing regional security and economic cooperation.
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e What is the Indian Ocean Region (IOR)?

* The third-largest ocean in the world, covering 70.56 million sgq km and
connecting Asia, Africa, and Australia.

* A natural trade corridor historically influenced by Indian civilization and
maritime networks.

 Nations Surrounding IOR:

* 26 coastal nations, including India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Oman,
Indonesia, Australia, South Africa, and Somalia.

* Landlocked countries like Nepal and Bhutan also depend on IOR trade
routes.



 Importance of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR):

* Global Trade Hub: Facilitates 70% of global container traffic and 90% of
India’s energy imports, making it a key economic corridor.

 Maritime Security: Critical sea lanes like the Strait of Malacca, Hormuz,
and Bab el Mandeb ensure uninterrupted global trade.

* Resource-Rich Waters: Contains vast fisheries, oil, gas, and mineral
deposits, crucial for regional economies.

e Strategic Significance: Hosts naval bases of major powers (US, UK,
China, France), influencing global security dynamics.




* India’s Role in Managing the Indian Ocean Region:

* SAGAR Initiative (2015): Launched by PM Modi to promote Security and
Growth for All in the Region, ensuring maritime stability.

* Naval Capabilities & Regional Security: Indian Navy conducts joint
exercises (MILAN, Malabar, Varuna) to strengthen regional defense
cooperation.

* Economic & Trade Leadership: India develops ports via Sagarmala and
promotes the Blue Economy for sustainable ocean resource utilization.




* Disaster Relief & Humanitarian Assistance: Plays a leading role in HADR
operations, assisting countries during natural disasters and emergencies.

* Diplomatic & Strategic Alliances: Strengthens regional partnerships
through IORA, BIMSTEC, and QUAD for collective maritime governance.




* Challenges in the Indian Ocean Region:

* China’s Expanding Influence: String of Pearls strategy and growing naval
presence challenge regional stability and India’s interests.

* Piracy & Maritime Crimes: Somali piracy, illegal fishing, and arms
smuggling disrupt trade and security operations.

* Climate Change & Rising Sea Levels: Small Island nations face existential
threats due to coastal erosion and submergence risks.




Missing Children in India



 The Supreme Court was informed that nearly 36,000 children remain
untraced across India since 2020, despite police recovering the majority
of 3 lakh missing children.

 Total Missing (2020-24): Nearly 3 lakh children went missing.

e Untraced Children: 36,000 children remain missing, highlighting gaps in
law enforcement.

e State-wise Data:
* Madhya Pradesh: 58,665 missing, 45,585 recovered, 3,955 still missing.

* Bihar and Odisha are next highest in order.

* Non-reporting States: Delhi, Punjab, Nagaland, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, J&K, Andhra Pradesh failed to provide data.



e Government & Legal Measures

* Khoya-Paya Portal: Centralized online tracking system for missing children.

e Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs):
* X100 crore allocated for strengthening AHTUs in every district.

* Untraced cases (4+ months) must be transferred to AHTUs.



The J. C. Bose Grant (JBG)



 The Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) has launched the
J. C. Bose Grant (JBG) to support senior Indian scientists and engineers in
advancing cutting-edge research.



AT A R Bradse

Anusandhan National Research Foundation

Call for Proposals:
J.C. Bose Grant (JBG)

OBJECTIVE

@ This prestigious grant under ANRF is intended to provide extra-
mural support to senior Indian scientists & engineers for their
outstanding performance and contributions in advancing
frontiers of Science & Technology (S&T)

ELIGIBILITY

@ Proven scientific track record in the STEM areas along with
humanities and social sciences at the interface of S&T

® Outstanding performance demonstrated through indicators like:
® Research Outcomes and Publication Records
® Patents and Technology Transfers
® Awards, Fellowships, Grants etc.

Start Date: 11 February 2025 - End Date: 31 March 2025

25 Lakhs p.a. Research Grant (+ overheads) for 5 years

Visit: www.anrfonline.in

(ink | ()19 1S For Nominations



* Key Features:

Funding Amount: Provides 25 lakh per year for five years to support research

activities.

Institutional Support: Additional 1 lakh per year granted to the implementing

institution.

Multi-Disciplinary Scope: Covers science, technology, agriculture, medicine,

humanities, and social sciences at S&T interfaces.

Superannuation Clause: If the Principal Investigator (Pl) retires, the grant can

continue if the host institution agrees to retain them.

Enhancing R&D Ecosystem: Strengthens India’s research infrastructure and

innovation landscape.



U.S.-India TRUST Initiative



* India and the US have launched the “Transforming Relationship Utilizing
Strategic Technology” (TRUST) initiative.

e About TRUST Initiative

* It builds on national programs like the US Critical Minerals and Materials
(CMM) program and India’s National Critical Minerals Mission to boost
exploration, recycling, and R&D in critical minerals.

* |t focuses on cooperation in the recovery and processing of critical
minerals, including lithium and rare earth elements (REEs).


https://www.nextias.com/ca/editorial-analysis/21-04-2023/critical-minerals-supply-chain-challenges#:~:text=Critical%20minerals%20are%20elements%20that%20are%20the%20building,and%20are%20at%20risk%20of%20supply%20chain%20disruptions.

India-US 123 Agreement



* India-US 123 Agreement of 2007 could finally achieve its full potential.
* About

* India and the United States affirmed their commitment to furthering a
bilateral Energy Security Partnership.

* The announcement signals their commitment to “fully realise” the US-
India 123 Civil Nuclear Agreement, alongside a pledge to move forward
on plans to work together to build American-designed nuclear reactors in
India.



MCQ



* . India and the U.S. are enhancing cooperation in Underwater Domain
Awareness (UDA) through which initiative?

» IR 3T AN gt & AT AT FARRRAT (UDA) H FEIeT
P 9geT & ATEIH U 92T @ 87

* A. QUAD Naval Pact / F4a18 Q=T e
B. Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance (ASIA) / EdTI JUTTel!
3CITT IS (ASIA) .
C. §trategic Indo-Pacific Maritime Accord / T0Tsl T Sﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ?
AL FAGIAT

D. Maritime Defense Initiative (MDI)/?F{I_,ﬁ &1 9gef (MDI)



 Which Indian state has topped the Devolution Index (Dl) ranking of the
Panchayati Raj system?

- fFE R T5T o 99T TS YuTTell & RAFaor qaas
(DI) A 9gaT TATH qred foham 87
¢ A. Kerala / el

B. Maharashtra / AGIRTSC
C. Karnataka /

D. Tamil Nadu /Flﬁ?*l?l'lg'



* . Russia has developed a personalized mRNA-based vaccine for which
disease?

T A [Fg A & AT v afFaerd vAIRTaT-3menia
dFdleT RefRAaT Y §2

e A. Tuberculosis / & 3T

B. Dlabetes/II'EmF
C. Cancer / aﬂ?

D. HIV/AIDS / TI3TSdl/usH



* The ‘Bima Vistaar’ model proposed by IRDAI aims to provide coverage
for which of the following?

+ IRDAI §aRT Y¥aifad 'dfiAT RAFar’ Ase Ae=faf@a a @ e
&Hl & HaT HIAT 87

* A. Life insurance and pension plans / Siaer AT 3R g AT
B. Death, personal accident, property loss, and hospltallzatlon/iFI_q'
S Faad , WOy Y grier 3T EadTT A et
C. Crop and |vestock insurance / B8 3T tI'QI"EIT-I' STAT
D. Only health insurance / hdel TATELT e



* The Cook Islands recently sighed an ‘action plan’ to strengthen ties with
which country?

- HF HSA3H o A & A [FH QU F Y GO A FA &
forT T T W gEAER fRU §2

e A. United States/m ST TARST
B. Australia /

C. China / ©leT
D. United Kingdom /zr-rlség fRarsH



* The U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) recently
canceled a $21 million grant meant for what?

o AR WIFY TaTaT fIHTeT (DOGE)  gTel & 7 $21 AT
Ielere TR 7T 3667 & fav gg $i?

» A. Defense modernization in India / HIRA # T&T e ferahTeRoT

B. Infrastructure projects in Africa / hFT A W eIl

C. Voter turnout programs in India / ARA H AdEAT AdeH EI-TI'«'iﬁﬂi[
D. Educational scholarships for Asia /ofT & fovw Af mﬁﬂT



* The 8th Indian Ocean Conference (I0C) is being hosted in which city?
. 897 fég ARNNR ¥FAWT (10C) frd aeT & 3mafara & @r 872
* A. New Delhi / 7§ fereelY

B. Singapore /
C. Muscat / ?FIW
D. Jakarta /EH?IT-I‘f



* The J. C. Bose Grant (JBG) is launched by which Indian research
foundation?

+ ). C. 91 37eaTeT (JBG) fFH HRAT HTHYUTT FIE3SAUT SaRT Y
T T §2

* A. Indian Council of Scientific Research (ICSR) / IRAT dAIfa+
ITHYT IRYE (ICSR)
B. Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) /317-I'\'T‘EI1FI'
TSE T BTI3SAT (ANRF)
C. Indian Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) / ARAT 3oeld T
JEAT (11AS)
D. Technology Innovation and Research Board (TIRB) /Eﬁa'il’lﬁa?r
AR 3R 37U 1S (TIRB)



* The India-U.S. TRUST Initiative focuses on cooperation in which sector?

« IRA-3TANFT TRUST U fFT 81T & HEAWT W Shigd &7

* A. Defense technology / T&TT Eﬁa:!flﬁﬁ
B. Critical minerals and strategic technology / ﬂ%ﬁqﬁ gfasr 3R
Iorsifae dieaferehy
C. Renewable energy / TdHIUIT FalT
D. Cybersecurity and digital infrastructure / HTgE{ {I&T 3 Bfeed
giAIEY ST



* The India-U.S. 123 Agreement of 2007 is related to which sector?

« HRT-IANFT 123 FAET 2007 T &7 O g<faT &2

* A. Bilateral trade / a:ﬁ'qc“\:ﬁﬂ' AU
B. Civil nuclear energy cooperation / TR gJI{ATT FoAT GgaeT
C. Defense and military collaboration / T&1T AR ﬂFJ e TaT
D. Space exploration and satellite technology / 3Tde&T 3=awur 3

3qarg Sle@re



Word of the day

Peripatetic:
a person who walks from place to place;
traveling especially on foot

Synonym: wayfaring

Usa g€ They are a group of peripatetic country
preachers.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
peripateticpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: / pes1.pa'tet.ik/, / pes.a.patet.ik/




-
pat =s

Country
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guys.
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