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Q from the session




* Which country has become India's top trading partner in 2024-25?

-%024-25ﬁ1ﬂ?ﬁ$r¥ﬂﬁw&$ﬂ@3ﬁﬁ?wa‘ﬂaﬁw
?

+ A. China / ¥IF .
B. United States / eI 15T SURDT
C. United Arab Emirates / S 3R HRTd

D. Russia / ¥



 What is the main objective of the 'Digital Public Infrastructure' (DPI) initiative in
India?

- YA H T3 ufie Sweer’ (DPI) s &1 4T 59 HT1 872

* A. Promoting digital banking and financial inclusion / feforea dfbm ek
fa=ia ;mém:r $I gerdl .
B. Expanding the telecom sector / G¥IIIR & BT faR BT

C. Strengthening cybersecurity measures / HISAR &l SUTl B Holdd

Pl
D. Increasing foreign direct investment (FDI) / Ucd &l ﬁ%«‘lﬁ ITGRY (FDI) dal-T

e Answer




* . What is India’s projected economic growth rate for FY 2025-26 as per the latest
budget report?

. Haﬂqa%mﬁqﬁ%amw, FY 2025-26 & forT HRT &1 erqufAa enfde gfs
a3 |1 g7

* A.5.5%
B. 6.2%
C.7.0%
D. 8.1%



 What does the newly launched ‘PM Awas Plus Scheme’ focus on?
- 98 3= $1 T8 "NTH MO W gieET f5g R Higd 82
. 1A%.'I_grban housing for middle-class families / AT YRaRl &
QIS'\" SATdTH
B. Rural electrification / Jretor

C. Affordable healthcare for all / It & ﬁl"! &l WY SEHTA
D. Increasing agricultural productivity / Q'Tfef Jdlgd dl del-l

* Answer



 Which international organization recently praised India’s ‘LiFE’
(Lifestyle for Environment) initiative?
%gé’rﬁm&mwngfrmaﬁwe- (TITaRUT &
TRTEAT DI
nited Natjons Environment Programme (UNEP) / Wﬂaﬁ MY
tm%w PHTUBH (UNEP)
B. World Trade Organization (WTO) / ﬁf’d’ AR 916 (WTO)

C. International Mon%t%y Fund (IMF) / GIT'IT@TT Hal G (IMF)
D. World Bank / %{



 What is the primary focus of the ‘Agri-Tech Mission 2025’ in India?

- YRd H "TH-¢F =M 2025' &1 WUfie Bied w1872
* A. Use of Al and drones in farming/Tfef A Q\3‘|'|_sc 3R @7[ G|

B. Doubling farmers’ income / ﬁ)_\‘:ﬂ:ﬁ & 3T WT

C. Banning chemical fertilizers /

SAIEIL :
D. Increasing minimum support price (MSP) for crops / HIAAl &

fore =g=raw 9uds g (Msp) 9¢THT



 Which Indian state topped the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ index in
2025?

- 2025 ¥ "IGHTT B3 W JAHAT FADTPH A B AT HRAT T
Y U= TET?

* A. Maharashtra / HeIRTY
PICH

B. Karnataka /
C. Gujarat / I[oIRTd

D. Tamil Nadu /?r&l?an



 Which new government policy aims to regulate e-commerce platforms in India?
- YRd H -1 WewrHl &1 fafFafia #37 & forw o919 it 75 Iwer

Hifd ] ®1 7T 87
 A. Digital Commerce Regulation Act, 2025 / fefored aifvrsy fafAraa=

31fe , 2025
B. E-Commerce Consumer Protection Act / 's‘-ao‘m# SUMIIT II&IUT

siferfray . |
C. Online Marketplaces Governance Bill / STl HibcwY a9 @?f
D. Consumer Rights and E-Commerce Act / SUHTT SATYPR MR g-m



* Which space agency successfully tested a nuclear-powered
spacecraft for deep-space missions?

- DI Il e TGt A e iafve ifiari &

Wﬂlwﬁ&?rr aﬁmw&rﬁm%ﬁqw
 A. NASA /

B. ISRO /

C. Roscosmos / JTP T
D. CNSA (China National Space Administration) / @W (Eﬂ=[

AP 3t w=I)
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India, U.S. to double bilateral trade by 2030

The two sides aim at negotiating the first part of the mega deal this year as they agree on a broad agenda for trade, defence and technology; Trump announces that his
administration has cleared way for extradition of 26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana; he calls India’s tariffs ‘unfair’ and a ‘problem; agrees to negotiations to reduce the deficit

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

ndia and the U.S.
agreed to negotiate
the first segment of a
trade agreement by the au-
tumn of 2025, with India
looking to increase energy
purchases from the U.S. to
address U.S. President Do-
nald Trump's concerns
about the U.S’'s trade defi-
cit with India, as Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi met
Mr. Trump for bilateral dis-
cussions in Washington.
Mr. Trump announced
that his administration had
cleared the way for the ex-
tradition of Tahawwur Ra-
na, wanted in India in con-
nection with the “26/1
terrorist attack in Mumbai,
in 2008. The logistics of
Rana’s surrender and ex-
tradition to India are being
worked out, Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri told
presspersons on Thursday
evening at a briefing.
The U.S. President also
offered to “help” India

with its border issue with
China.

In terms of defence, the
U.S. was “paving the way to
ultimately provide India
with F-35 stealth fighters”,
Mr. Trump said.

The delegates met for
around four hours on
Thursday. Attendees in-
cluded External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar, Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri, National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval and oth-
ers.
The joint statement by
the U.S. and India covered
a range of topics: defence,
trade, energy, technology,
multilateral cooperation
and people-to-people ties.
The two sides agreed to
more than double bilateral
trade to $500 billion by
2030, as part of ‘Mission
500, The Prime Minister
and President first met at
the Oval Office where they
spoke of their friendship.

Mr. Modi told Mr
Trump that, like him, he
kept the national interest

g

Power point: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U.S. President
Donald Trump during a meeting at the White House in Washington

DC on Thursday. P!

at the top of his mind, as he
compared Mr. Trump’s
‘Make America Great Again
(MAGA)' theme to his ‘Vik-
sit Bharat' (developed In-
dia) theme.

Standing beside Mr. Mo-
di in the East Room at a
joint press conference, Mr.
Trump called India’s tariffs
“unfair” and a “problem”.
Earlier in the day, the Pre-
sident had announced a
broad policy for reciprocal

tariffs, specifically citing
Indian tariffs during the
signing of the order.

Asked by The Hindu
whether Mr. Trump would
withhold reciprocal tariffs
given that a trade negotia-
tion has been announced,
Mr. Misri did not have a de-
finitive answer, saying he
did not want to get ahead
of the discussions.

At the joint press confe-
rence, Mr. Trump said the

U.S. pushes for
more defence
deals in India

NEW DELHI

The U.S. will be increasing
military sales to India “by
many billions of dollars”
starting this year, President
Donald Trump said on
Thursday at the joint press
conference with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, while also
offering the F-35 fifth
generation fighter jet, to
India. » PAGE 4

two sides had agreed to ne-
gotiations to reduce the
deficit. Mr. Trump said the
deficit could be made up
with the sale of American
oil and gas (LNG) to India.

To strengthen oil trade

“We will strengthen the oil
and gas trade to ensure In-
dia’s energy security. In-
vestment in energy infras-
tructure will also
increase,” Mr. Modi said in

his opening remarks.

The Foreign Secretary
suggested that India could
increase its energy pur-
chases from the U.S. from
$15 billion last year to $25
billion “in the near future”.
The two countries also
agreed to work on Small
Modular (nuclear) Reac-
tors for India.

The two countries an-
nounced a framework of
cooperation, the U.S.-India
COMPACT (Catalysing Op-
portunities for Military
Partnership, Accelerated
Commerce & Technology)
for the 2Ist Century.

They also announced a
decade-long framework to
deepen defence coopera-
tion, including the pro-
curement of six additional
P-81 Maritime Patrol air-
craft for India for surveil-
lance of the Indian Ocean
Region.

While the joint state-
ment finds no mention of
the co-production of Gen-
eral Electric F-414 engines
for India’s Light Combat

Aircraft-MK2, a White
House official confirmed
for The Hindu that the U.S.
“looked forward” to the
conclusion of the deal bet-
ween General Electric and
Hindustan Aeronautics Li-
mited on the engines.

The two sides will reo-
pen negotiations for a Reci-
procal Defence Procure-
ment (RDP) agreement to
align their procurement
systems and reconsider
their arms transfer re-
gimes. Specifically, the U.S.
would look into its Interna-
tional Traffic in Arms Regu-
lations (ITAR) rules to ena-
ble transfers of military
technology.

The countries an-
nounced the scaling up of
production and partner-
ships in the Indo-Pacific for
underwater domain
awareness technologies,
under a new initiative
called the Autonomous
Systems Industry Alliance.

ENERGY PARTNERSHIP
» PAGE 4
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WORKING ON NEW STRATEGY

India-US trade
India’s exports

2022-23 ympreen imports

Trade surplus

185
50.8

20232 Y 7]

2024-25

(Apr-Nov)

India’s imports from the US
Mineral ol ————g ]3

India’s exports to the US

Machinery, 175
engineering goods "o

Machinery,

engineering goods ® 61

Gems & jewellery w09

Pearls & stones === 5 2

Textiles & carpets == 8 8

Aircraft @ 2.3

Pharma == 8.1

Medical equfpment ®19

All data in $bn for 2023-24

Oil products === 5.8

Source: Commerce dept



» € Context & Significance | '\‘:I_G"l-f Gﬁ? Hood

% India and the U.S. have agreed to negotiate a trade agreement in
2025, aiming to double bilateral trade to $500 billion_by 2030.

»* YIRd = 2025 H TP HMUR JHSNd U3
B34 R YgHfd ogad B g, Saep1 3ty 2030 d& fgueha
IR &I $500 faferas do SeT B

¥ The deal includes discussions on trade, defence, energy, and
technology.

mﬁaﬁw,vw,wﬁaﬁ?mwm



% U.S. President Trump raised concerns over India's tariffs, calling
them “unfair” and a “problem”, bui_i agreed to negotiatio;s.

x':tmw ,ﬁ%tﬂﬁf%ﬁmwﬂl

% The U.S. has also cleared the way for the extradition of 26/11
accused Tahawwur Rana to_India.

» ARDT A 26/11 FHA & ARIUT G UM & TIUUT B
ufshar &1 wedl 2 &t 31



* Key Trade & Economic Aspects | YH HUTUIR MR 3w g

L1 Both countries agreed to address the U.S. trade deficit concerns
and jncrease energy imports from the U.S. .
m&aﬁW%Wmﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁyaﬂﬁaﬁv

q SHoll ST d¢ U= JgHd g |

* v India will increase its purchases of U.S. oil and Liquefied Natural
Gas (LNG).

v URA 3RS ad 3R TRellpd UTpfad I (LNG) BT TilG
delq|



* Vv U.S. called India’s tarjffs “unfair” but agreed to negotiate ways to reduce the deficit.
Vv ARSI F YR ¢RW &I "SR aamT gTeT HH B & Pl UR
qIadd B R FgHld g I

* V India is looking to expand defence partnerships and manufacturing with the U.S.
v W?&ﬂﬂéﬂﬁeﬁ?m%wuv&nﬁﬁﬁwmﬁﬁwmmél

* V The countries will scale up Indo-Pacific economic partnerships for regional security
and trade.

éﬂﬁglﬁ%ﬂm&naﬁvw%mé@-ﬂmmmaﬁ



o |
- & Defence & Security Cooperation | I&T 3fi¥ qradt T

* LL1The U.S. will provide India with F-35 stealth fighter jets and
increase military sales.

[ 3AN®BT URA B F-35 T BIgeR Sic Iudsy BRI 3R
Ty faep! T

* V India and the U.S. announced the 'COMPACT' framework to
strengthen military, technglogy, and economic cooperation.

3 , TP T Bt
%WW%W'COMPACT'WH?[WH?H



v Discussions on joint production of aircraft like General Electric’s F-
414 flghter engines fo% India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mk-2.

v HRd TIRHIUT (LCA) Mk-2 P
%aﬁimsmq%ﬂ(ga%)rmwaﬁg%l

* v/ Negotiations on Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP)
Agreement to allsn procurement systems.

E‘ﬂ?{ X M@E(Rop)m@ﬁwﬁ foreaa e



* / Collaboration on autonomous defence systems, surveillance, and
underwater drone technology.

v TG X1 YOTTTerdl, FFRRTT 3R 3igdrer SiH a@+1e IR
gl

* v Expansion of Indo-Pacific defence cooperation, maritime security,

and intelligence sharmg
v gs’r%ﬁé-rfﬁm AN, ST YR&T 3R Gibar ArgigR

&I AR



. Enerﬁy & Infrastructure Partnership | ot 3R ﬁﬁl'q'l?a G|

« LL1The U.S. aims to increase its energy exports to India, focusing on
oil and Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)

sl ks Uniihsisks s gy

* v India will import more U.S. crude oil and LNG to balancgﬁg\de.
v HRd AR SJa- & LNG
BT STAT B



* Vv Joint investment in energy security mfrastructure rojects.
v Soll GRET Tl e |

* v/ The U.S. and India will explore clean energy coIIaborations in
solar,_wind, and nuclear technolog

&lﬁﬁao‘r gﬁ?mﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ
: ﬁﬂwmﬁ Rl

. J The two sides will align procurement and defence industrial
capabijlities for self-reliance.

&l JTHMAUAT
gma'j;ﬁ&ﬁﬁ wlmaﬁzaﬁvwnaﬁaﬁ%
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Shining bright: Olympic medallist Manu Bhaker receives the Sportstar of the Year (female) award from ICC chairman Jay Shah at the Aces
Awards in Mumbai on Friday. RV. MOORTHY (REPORT ON PAGE 14)



And the Sportstar Aces Awards go to...

= Best State for Promotion
of Sport: Madhya Pradesh

= Best Corporate for
Promotion of Sport:
Reliance Industries

= National team(s) of the
year: India men’s chess team,
India women’s chess team

® Young Achiever (male):
Parth Mane

= Best PSU for Promotion
of Sport: Railway Sports
Promotion Board

= Young Achiever (female):
Neha Sangwan

m Best University for
Promotion of Sport:

Kalinga Institute Of Industrial
Technology

= Lifetime Achievement:
Gurbux Singh, Mary D’Souza
Sequeira

= Chairperson’s choice
(Sports for Social Good):
Downtown Heroes FC

® Inspirational Icon:
PV. Sindhu

= Sportstar of the year
(male): P.R. Sreejesh

L
= Paralympic gold b —a \
medallists - a tribute to 3
champions: Avani Lekhara, &

Navdeep Singh and

m Special Recognition
GameChanger: Jay Shah

= Sportswoman of the year
(non-Olympic Sport):
Divya Deshmukh

Harvinder Singh -

- \
= Sportsman of the year ]
(Olympic Sport): 1%
Swapnil Kusale i ) “\
m Sportswoman of the year \_ \' §

(Olympic Sport): Manu Bhaker

® Sportswoman of the year
(Para Sport): Avani Lekhara

i

® Coach of the year:
Jaspal Rana

m Club/State team of the
year: Mumbai Ranji team

m Sportstar of the year
(female): Manu Bhaker

MANU BHAKER
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Dealing with China’s weaponisation of e-supply chains

China preventing travel by its citizens

working as engineers and technicians in
Foxconn’s facilities in India. It was also reported
that those already in India were being recalled,
and that the restrictions extended to curbs on
exports of critical specialised manufacturing
equipment, over which China has a monopoly.
While Foxconn has reportedly scrambled to bring
in Taiwanese workers to fill the gap in manpower,
it is the stoppage of specialised equipment that is
crippling. Apple-Foxconn remains critical to
India’s ambitions of becoming a global
manufacturing power, and, therefore, such
strangulation will affect that larger objective.

l n mid-January this year, news emerged of

What is at play

These zero sum measures by China expand
geopolitical competition with India through
regulations on flow of capital and other factors of
production. Fully cognisant of its dominance in
advanced machinery and a well-trained
workforce in tightly integrated global electronics
production, China intends to also curb the tacit
transfer of knowledge from Chinese technicians
to their Indian counterparts on the assembly line.
Combined with the disruptions on account of
non-availability of specialised equipment, China
has sought to weaponise its strategic location in
the network of supply chains to slow down
production in India, and place itself in an
advantageous negotiating position.

The growing trade tensions between China and
the West, specifically the United States, along
with the COVID-19-related disruptions have led
many global corporations to adopt a China Plus
One diversification strategy to future-proof
themselves. India has been in the forefront to
seek benefits from this move along with countries
such as Vietnam and Mexico.

Given the scale and the development
trajectory of India's manufacturing sector bearing
potential similarities to that of the Chinese
experience, Beijing realises the need to limit the
rise of its geopolitical rival and also remind global
corporations of its own indispensability to the
production ecosystem.

is a Fellow at the
Centre of Excellence
for Himatayan
Studies, Shiv Nadar
Institution of
Eminence, Delhi NCR

With large-scale
electronics
manufacturing
important to
India, New Delhi
needs to speed
up its
future-proofing

Over the last few years, the Indian
government, in coordination with its State
governments, has pulled out all stops to entrench
Apple-Foxconn's investments in the southern part
of the country. The efforts bore fruit in 2023, with
the assembling of iPhone 15 models at Foxconn's
facility in Sunguvarchatram, Tamil Nadu along
with another line in Tata Electronics’ plant in
Hosur, Karnataka.

In the fiscal year ending March 2024, Apple
assembled $14 billion worth of iPhones in India,
through contract manufacturers Foxconn,
Pegatron and Tata Electronics. In 2024, for the
first time, iPhone 16 Pro models were assembled
by Foxconn in India. State governments in south
India have prioritised Apple-Foxconn in their
pursuit of investments.

The conferment of the Padma Bhushan on
Young Liu, Chairman of Foxconn, in 2024,
further underscores the company's importance
for India. It appears that the emphasis has been
on replicating Apple’s symbiotic relationship with
China.

A pillar of ‘Make in India’

Large-scale electronics manufacturing, especially
of smartphones, is one of the important pillars of
the ‘Make in India’ programme, The
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, which
was launched first in the electronics industry in
2020, has witnessed increased allocation by the
central government - a sum of ¥8,885 crore
($1.02 billion) in the Union Budget this year, rising
from 36,125 crore in the Union Budget 2024
($0.70 billion).

A recent news report revealed that over three
financial years, from 2022-23 to 2024-25, Apple’s
contract manufacturers in India (Foxconn,
Pegatron and Tata Electronics) had cumulatively
received close to 6,600 crore ($0.76 billion), out
of the total disbursed amount of ¥8,700 crore (51
billion) under the PLI scheme. In addition, the
Union Budget 2025 has completely removed basic
custom duties/import taxes on mobile phone
components such as printed circuit boards,
camera modules, connectors, and sensors, as
also different capital goods/machinery for use in

the manufacture of lithium-ion batteries for
mobile phones. It is notable that China’s
zero-sum action happened just a few months
after the thaw in India-China ties, post the
patrolling agreement in October 2024 to end a
four year-long military standoff between the two
armies in eastern Ladakh.

Economic necessity — visible in the Indian
dependence on China for components and
machinery - is believed to have hastened the
negotiations process. This illustrates how
India-China relations do not (necessarily) hinge
on a stable boundary, as geopolitical competition
between both sides is only bound to get more
acute in the future.

India needs to think long term

There are no easy solutions for India in the short
term, and so, it needs to involve both Apple and
Foxconn to negotiate with China for easing
Beijing’s latest measures. Given that these
corporations have stakes in both countries, their
involvement could possibly help India’s case.
However, this should also serve as another
opportunity to hasten the process of
future-proofing in terms of human resources,
components and specialised machinery.

It needs to be kept in mind that India is still,
largely, a centre of final assembly of
smartphones. For a well-rounded and holistic
manufacturing ecosystem that includes
production of various components, ancillary
industries need to be incentivised and scaled up.

The National Manufacturing Mission for small,
medium and large industries, announced in the
Union Budget is a good step, but it needs credible
financial muscle that leads to development of
clusters for technological knowledge-sharing.
On-site training for workers, which includes tacit
sharing of knowledge on the assembly line, needs
to be complemented and augmented with
industry-specific specialisation in skill
development programmes.

More private capital needs to be encouraged in
order to create a robust network of indigenous
contract manufacturers for not just foreign
corporations but also for domestic Indian brands.



« % China has restricted travel for its engineers working in Foxconn’s
ties, impacting India’s electronic manufacturing sector._
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% The move is seen as an attempt to control the knowledge
transfer from Chinese e.ngineers.to their Indian counterparts.
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% China has also imposed restrictions on exports of specialized

manufacturm equipment in which_it holdsamon;)ﬁ
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* % India’s growing dependence on China for components makes it
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* ¢ Economic & Trade Implications | i 3R ATYIRS YU

 LL1 China’s actions could slow down India’s ambitions of becoming a
global manufacturing hub.
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* ' Foxconn has invested over $14 billion in assembling iPhones in India
through contract manufactu ers like Pegatron and Tata EIectronlcs
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* Vv In 2024, for the first time, iPhone 16 Pro models will be assembled jn India.

v 2024 ¥ UE! 9RR, iPhone 16 Pro ATed URA U 3rddd fhT STEt|
. J India has_ga:rltlzed Apple -Foxcann investments to push its ‘Make in India’ injtiative.

Apple-Foxconn
mzr&lw Cikd

* V India has introduced Production-Linked Incentives (PLI) worth 88,885 crore to

boost electronlcs manufacturin Feea fore ao_a_s Gl > |
3 s t-ad ﬁﬁq{%T a‘cﬂ?ﬂ 88,885 Sl
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* v The disbursement under the PLI scheme in FY 2024-25 is expected
to reach X6,600 crore, benefiting major players like Foxconn and
Pegatron.

JFY2024 zsﬁPquﬁ\‘rﬁT%aﬁr%s 600 BRIS BT fadzor foear
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* v India has also cut import duties on mobile phone components
such as camera modules and co
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* India’s Response & Way Forward | HIRd &1 ufafspar 3R MY &1 IRl

 [LlIndia is pushing for localization of high-end manufacturing to reduce dependency on
China.
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* v Need to develop indigenous supply chains for components and specialized
machine

Juzaﬁréﬁ?ﬁﬁwmﬂﬂﬁ%mwhﬂm{ﬁfsj@m&ﬁmﬁwwél

* V Greater collaboration with the U.S., Europe, and Japan for alternative technology
sources.
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POSTS PROFIT OF ¥262 CRORE

BSNLringsin
profit after
17 yrsin Q3

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, February 14

STATE-OWNED  BHARAT
Sanchar Nigam (BSNL} has
reported a profitof €262 crore
in the October-December quar-
ter, its first since 2007, accord-
ing toa government release.

In the year-ago period, the
company’s loss stood at
21,569 crore and in the July-
September quarter, BSNE's loss
wasat €1,243 crore.

The reason behind the com-
pany becoming profitable can
be attributed to an increase in
revenue from mobility, fibre-
to-the-home, and leased lines,
which increased 15%, 18%,
and 149 year-on-year, respec-
tively. Additionally, BSNL has
successfully reduced its finance
cost and overall expenditure,
leading to a positive bottom
line impact of over 1,800
crore, compared to last year.

Key factors which helped
BSNLtoshow profits are multi-
ple revival packages, spectrum
allocation at no cash payment
to the company, and capital
infusion by the government.

“BSNL has carned a record
profit of €262 crore in the
October-December 2024
quarter for the first time since
2007, Under the visionary
leadership of the respected
Prime Minister Shri @naren
dramodi ji, BSNLis committed
to providing the best services
to the customers in its new
avatar,” Minister of communi-
cations jyotiraditya Scindia
said inaposton X.

BSNLsaid it has been focus-
Ing on innovation, aggressive

REPORT CARD

® In FY24, the firm’s revenue
was at €19 344 crore

® in the year-ago period, the
firm's loss were at €1.569 cr

A ROBERT J RAVI, CMD, BSNL

Qur financial

network expansion, cost opti-
misation, and customer-centric
service improvements, which
helped the company to clock
profits during the quarter.

*We are pleased with our
financial performance this
quarter, which reflects our
focuson innovation, customer
satisfaction, and aggressive
network expansion, With these
efforts, we expect revenue
growth to improve further,
exceeding 20% by the end of
the financial year,” said A
Robert | Ravi, CMD of BSNL.

InFY24, the company's rev
enue from operations was at
19,344 crore. The company
did not share the revenue for
the October-December quar-
ter. Revenue from operations
for the six months ended Sep-
tember grew 10.4% y-o-y to
9,235 crore.



Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited

BSNL Headquarters at New Dealhi

Company type Central Public Sector

Industry
Founded

Founder
Headquarters
Area served

Key people

Undertaking
Telecommunications
15 September 2000; 24
years ago

Government of India
New Delhi, India

India,

Nepal (with MTNL),

Mauritius (as MTML).
Jyotiraditya Scindia
(Cabinet Minister for
Communications)

Shri A. Robert J. Ravi, ITS

(Chairman & MD)
(1]

Services

Revenue

Operating
income

Net income
Total assets

Total equity

Owner

Number of
employees

Divisions

Subsidiaries

FTTH

Fixed line telephone
Mobile telephony
Broadband

Internet services
Internet television
IPTV

A 321,317 crore
(US$2.5 billion) (2024){21

A 32,052 crore
(US$240 million) (2024) %!

V¥ 3-5,367 crore (US$
-620 million) (2024)?)

A 167,086 crore
(US$19 billion) (2024)"!

43106,626 crore
(US$12 billion) (2024)%!

Department of
Telecommunications, Ministry
of Communications,
Government of India

56,820 (as on 30 June 2024
as per RTI)

Bharat Fiber
BSNL Broadband
BSNL Mobile
Bharat Net

BSNL Towers!®!

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam
Limited!4]

BBNLIS!



« ¥ State-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has reported a
profit of X262 crore in the October-December quarter (Q3) of FY24. This is
its first profit since 2007. .

# ISY-XGIH qrelt HRd SgR 1 fefires (s A faxig ad
2024 Bt fedax faHT8l (Q3) H 2262 BIIS BT ATH &oi fHAT
g1 98 2007 & S Ugdl aTH o |

¥ In the year-ago period, the company had a loss of 1,569 crore, and in

the JuIy-S%%emb%t;tﬁuarter, BSNL's Ios;:;strood at X1,243 crore.
Y ALELEELES ﬁtn‘g DHUAT BT 21,560 DIIS DI °UTST §3T AT,
3R FaATs-Rder fauTst # 21,243 HIS BT °TT YT



o |

« s BSNL attributed its turnaround to an increase in revenue from
mobility (15%), fiber (18%), and leased lines (14%).
# BSNL = 301 aTu<ht BT Qﬂﬁﬁﬁé’r (15%) BIgaY (18%),
3R S ATS (14%) @r Yod ¥ gfes &1 fear g
% The company also significantly reduced its finance costs, leading
to a bottom-line impact of X1,800 cr%re compared to last §ear

» $Ut A fo<dta amra
mﬁﬂsoomaﬂw{g&n



% BSNL’s revenue from operations for FY24 stood at 19,344 crore,
showing a 10.4% year-on-year (YoY) growth.
# FY24 H BSNL BT HATA I UTGT TSI 219,344 RIS 3T,
10.4% dTY® gix g5 |



» Reasons Behind BSNL's Profitability | BSNL @ @THSGTO® a4 &
DR

* V' Government Revival Package & Capital Infusion | WRHRI
SGR Ul Frerar

* BSNL received financial support from the government, allowing it to
strengthen its operations.

+ BSNL Pl TRBR ¥ fa<ity Jgraar faredt, form 37 o= Harer=
DI Holqd H3- | Heg fHel|



* vV Revenue Growth in Key Areas | YHd &A1 | IoRa q@

* Revenue from fiber services grew by 18%, mobility by 15%, and leased
lines by 14%.

mﬁ%ﬁgwﬁw%,mﬁ%ﬁms%, AR AT arg— I

* V' Cost Optimization | CTITd AJPH A

* The company successfully reduced its financial costs, improving its profit
margins.

. BUAT A 394 faxig @@=t &1 yHTdl € ¥ oW foar, o a1y
HIfor W gUR gal



» V' Aggressive Network Expansion | TshTHD Acad f[AWR

* BSNL has been focusing on expanding its network and improving
customer services.

- BSNL 307 Hedd AR 3R UTe® Aa1sii H UR R A Higd
H e gl
* V' Customer-Centric Innovations | W-%@?T dIdIR

* Introduction of innovative service plans and improved network quality
played a crucial role.
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 ® Government & BSNL's Vision | YYPIR 3MY BSNL &t ?@

« ([l Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia stated that BSNL is committed to providing the
best services in its 'new avatar."

LE]L Riferar A g1 fo 3qa " "Hgd :
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« [L1BSNL aims to increase revenue growth further and expects over 200% improvement by the
end of the financial year.
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« [L1CMD A Robert J Ravi emphasized the focus on innovation, customer satisfaction, and
network expansiaon.
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Yogi: Kumbh to boost
UP economy by 3L cr

‘Only Z1.5k Cr Of
¥4k Cr Expenses
Spent On Mela’

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Attacking opposi-
tion for questioning Rs 4,000
crore expenditure on organi-
sation of Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj this year, UP chief
minister Yogi Adityanath
said on Friday that only Rs
1,500 crore was spent on
Kumbh while the remaining
was invested in improving
Prayagraj’s infrastructure.
“Maha Kumbh is not just
a religious event but also a
major economic driver for
UP. How can an investment
of Rs 1,500 crore, which is
contributing Rs 3 lakh crore
to the state’s economy by
boosting tourism and trade,
be questioned,” he asked.
Attending the inaugura-
tion of twomajorflyover pro-
jects in Lucknow with de-
fence minister Rajnath
Singh and Union transport
minister Nitin Gadkari, the
CM thanked the two for en-
suring UP’sdevelopment.
Stating Lucknow is being
developed not only as an

N\

Countering the opposition, Yogi
said most of Rs 4,000 crore
investment was for boosting
Prayagraj's infrastructure

aerocity but also as AI hub,
Yogi said: “Under the leader-
ship of PM Modi, UP is now
equipped with modern facil-
ities, providingevery citizen
with better infrastructure
and publicservices.”

Under Gadkari, he said,
Lucknow got development
projects worth over Rs 1,000
crore, including two major
national highway projects
costing Rs 440 crore and state
projects worth nearly Rs 600
crore. He said efforts are be-
ing made to develop Lucknow
into a metro-level city with
world-class infrastructure.

“To accommodate the
massive influx of devoteesat
Maha Kumbh, the state has
enhanced connectivity via

road, rail, and air. Most devo-
teesare arriving by road. On
Mauni Amavasya, a stagger-
ing eight crore devotees
bathed at the Sangam, and
the seamless arrangements
ensured zero disruption,”
the CM said.

He alsorequested Gadka-
ritocleartwo projects, anew
bridge parallel to Shastri
Bridgeand one over Yamuna
river in Prayagraj, like Del-
hi’s Signature bridge, which
were recently approved by
the state cabinet. These pro-
jects, he said, will facilitate
large-scale events like Maha
Kumbh and enhance Praya-
graj’s overall connectivity.

The CM also praised Raj-
nath for his significant con-
tribution to UP’s develop-
ment, especially Lucknow,
which he represents in Lok
Sabha. He highlighted the
defence minister’s crucial
role in advancing BrahMos
missile manufacturing pro-
ject under Bharat Dynamics
Ltd in Lucknow and bring-
ing major projects to Jhansi,
strengthening UP as a de-
fence manufacturing hub
under the defence corridor
initiative. Yogi said Luck-
now was being systematical-
ly developed on model of a
state capital region.
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« # Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath defended the
X4,000 crore expenditure on the Maha Kumbh event in Prayagraj,
stating that only X1,500 crore was spent on the event itself, while
the rest was invested in improving Prayagraj’s infrastructure.
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% He highlighted that the investment will contribute %3 lakh crore
to Uttar Pradesh's economy by boosting tourism and trade.
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% The CM also inaugurated two major flyover projects in Lucknow
with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari.
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¥ CM Yogi mentioned that efforts are underway to transform
Lucknow into a metro-level city with_ world-class infrastructure.

» HIed It 9 $e1 P aus YT gfaral
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% The state government has planned new projects like a bridge
parallel to Shastri Bridge and another over the Yamuna river in
Prayagraj. . .
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* @ Economic & Infrastructure Development | e &ﬁvgﬁwﬁ
ordl faer

* v Investment in Tourism & Economy | g 3R faaT §

 Kumbh Mela attracts millions of devotees, generating revenue
through tourism and local businesses.
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 V Infrastructure Upgrades | §'fe|'q'l'c?f oid BT 3T

* Road, rail, and air connectivity in Prayagraj has been strengthened for
seamless travel.
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* V' Metro-Level City Development | fﬁﬁ TWR P MR Pl faeT

* Lucknow is being developed systematically with better public services
and connectivity.
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* v/ Defence Manufacturing Boost | Y&l G K Q'@

 Advancement of the BrahMos missile project under the Defence
Corridor Initiative in Lucknow.
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* ¥ Economic Impact | MY d gHT

e 7 Uttar Pradesh is e Gﬁ?gm as a tourlsm and investmen %hub
¥ IR USH g P U H IHT IET

* </ Revenue from religious tourism will contribute significantly to
GDP growth.
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India ready

to host

2036 Olympics: Shah
at National Games

Kalyan.Das@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: The 38th National
Games concluded on Friday
with a grand closing ceremo-
ny at Haldwani's Indira Gand-
hi International Stadium
where Union home minister
Amit Shah was invited as the
chief guest,

Addressing the packed sta-
dium, Shah declared, “India is
ready to host the 2036 Olympics.
We are bidding to host itand we
are sure it will succeed. Once
we secure the rights, [ am sure
our athletes will raise the na-
tional flag on the podium.” He
urged Uttarakhand’s athletes
to work hard and contribute to
India’ssuccessat the Olympics.

The event was also attend-
ed by CM Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi, Meghalaya CM Conrad
Sangma (whose state will host
the next National Games),
Union sports minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya, Uttarak-
hand sports minister Rekha
Arva, Indian Olympic Associ-
ation president PT Usha, and
otherdignitaries.

During his address, Shah
praised the Uttarakhand govt
for successfully hosting the
National Games, calling it a
testament to the state's com-
mitment to developing sports
infrastructure.

“The next National Games
will be hosted in another small

Amit Shah with Uttarakhand CM
Dhami. Meghalaya will host the
next National Games, Shah said

state, Meghalaya, showcasing
the Centre’s efforts to promote
sports across the country In a
commendable move, Megha-
laya has decided to involve all
six remaining northeastern
states by allowing them to host
some events,"” he said.

Speaking on the Union
govt's efforts to develop sports
in the country, Shah said, “Be-
fore Narendra Modi became
PM, the total sports budget
was Rs 800 crore in 2014. For
2025-26, it has increased to Rs
3,800 crore. The Khelo India
initiative has motivated youth
to take up sports, and we are
making significant strides in
building sports infrastruc-
ture,” hesaid.

Shah also paid tribute to
CRPF personnel wholost their
lives in the 2019 Pulwama at-
tack.



Summer Olympics Host City Estimated Budget (USD) Final Cost (USD)

Tokyo NETE $7.3 billion (initial) ~$15.4 billion

Rio de Janeiro Brazil $14 billion (initial) ~$13.1 billion

London UK $4 billion (initial) ~$14.6 billion



Australia

Annual Sports Budget
(Latest Available)

%3,794.30 crore (2025-
26) (~$456 million)

¥23.3 billion (2023)
(~$3.2 billion)

A$385 million over 18
months (2024-2025)
(~$251 million)

Not readily available

Key Allocations & Notes

- 1,000 crore allocated to the "Khelo India" program for grassroots
sports development. TIMESOFINDIA.INDIATIMES.COM
- 830 crore designated for the Sports Authority of India (SAl) for

managing national camps and athlete training.  rmesornoia nbiaTIMES com

- The General Administration of Sport oversees 20 sports
management centers and national teams. rrosecreiavore
- Focus on prioritizing skill-based sports and disciplines with

historically less global competition. rrosecrriavors

- Funding supports 70 sports, with a focus on Olympic and
Paralympic disciplines ahead of the 2026 Milan-Cortina Winter
Games and the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Games.  reurerscom

- Investment aims to enhance high-performance sports and increase
sports participation nationwide. reurers.com

- The U.S. sports funding landscape is diverse, with significant

investments from private sectors, sponsorships, and media rights.

PWC.COM

- The sports sponsorship market in North America is projected to
reach $115 billion by 2025. swecom




Maharishi Dayanand
Saraswati



PM paid tributes to Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati on his birth
anniversary.

Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati Dayanand Saraswati was born on
February 12, 1824, in Gujarat.

He founded the Arya Samaj in 1875 to promote social reforms and
education, counteracting social inequities and orthodox Hindu practices.




Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, India’s second President, called Dayanand
Saraswati ‘a maker of modern India.

He published Satyarth Prakash (1875) to promote Vedic teachings and
criticized other religions.

Core Beliefs: Rejected idolatry and ritualistic traditions in Hinduism.

e Advocated for women’s education and opposed child marriage and untouchability.
e Emphasized a return to Vedic principles, promoting monotheism and simple rituals.



Social Impact:

He advocated for cow protection, leading to the creation of the
Gaurakshini Sabha in 1882.

e His followers established Dayanand Anglo Vedic (DAV) schools after his death to
promote modern education alongside cultural and religious values.

e Credited with popularizing the term “swaraj” (self-rule) in 1875, later adopted by
leaders like Lokmanya Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi.

e Supported the idea of “shuddhi” to bring back converts to Hinduism.



Philosophy of Arya Samaj: He advocated for the welfare
of all humankind, rejecting idol worship.

He believed caste should not be hereditary but based on
individual talent and disposition.

His vision of social reform is seen in India’s New
Education Policy of 2020
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« China has approved the construction of the first South China
Sea deepwater ‘space station’.

 About

 The facility will be a cold seep ecosystem research facility,
located 2,000 meters below the surface.

* [t will be one of the deepest and most technologically complex
underwater installations.

* |t IS expected to be operational by around 2030.



« About the South China Sea

* |t Is one of the most strategically and economically important
waterways in the world, extending from the Strait of Malacca in
the southwest, to the Strait of Taiwan in the northeast.

* |t Is a crucial maritime gateway and junction for shipping
netween the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

* It Is surrounded by several nations, including China, Taiwan,
the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore,
Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam.




Philippines removes China sea barrier

The Philippines has removed a floating barrier recent!y installed by Chinese
Coast Guard boats to block access to a prime fishing ;:atch within a disputed

area of the South China Sea Taipel ®
300km CHINA
— TANAN
© Hong Kong
=] Hanoi China lays
. claim to 90% of
outor HaINAN South China Sea,
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Sep 22: Philippine
Coast Guard discovers

300m barrier placed
across the entrance
to an atoll
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 India’s Position: India’s position on the South China Sea has
evolved in recent years, shifting from neutrality to more active
support for claimant states like the Philippines and Vietnam.

 India also seeks to secure its energy resources and enhance
economic ties through its Look East Policy
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India’s palm oil imports dropped 65% year-on-year in January 2025, reaching a
13-year low.

About Palm Oil

Definition: Palm oil is extracted from the fruit of the African oil palm tree
(Elaeis guineensis) and is one of the most widely used vegetable oils in the

world.




* Types of Palm Oil

 Crude Palm Oil (CPO): Extracted
from the fruit pulp, used mainly for
cooking and food processing.

 Palm Kernel Oil: Extracted from
the seed, primarily used in
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and
iIndustrial applications.




Global Palm Oil Production: Palm Oil Production in India

e Indonesia & Malaysia e Major Producing States:

together produce over 85% Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
of the global supply. Kerala (accounting for 98%

e Other significant producers: of total production).
Thailand, Colombia, Nigeria, e |India still relies heavily on
Papua New Guinea. imports to meet domestic

demand.




« National Mission on Edible Oils — Oil Palm (NMEO-OP)
(launched in 2021)

» Goal: Promote domestic oil palm cultivation and reduce
dependence on imports.

e Targets: Increase oil palm cultivation to 10 lakh hectares by
2025-26.

« Support farmers with financial incentives & subsidies.
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* The European Space Agency’s (ESA) Euclid space telescope
has discovered an Einstein ring, around a galaxy nearly 590
million light-years away from Earth.

 What Is an Einstein Ring?

* An Einstein ring is a circular formation of light caused by
gravitational lensing, where a massive celestial object bends
and magnifies light from a more distant object behind it.



BrahMos NG



* The development in the BrahMos NG (Next Generation)
missile system represents a significant leap in India’s defense
capabilities and international outreach.

« About BrahMos NG

* BrahMos NG Is an advanced supersonic cruise missile
developed under the India-Russia joint venture.



* The BrahMos NG will retain the same 290 km range and Mach
3.5 speed as its predecessor.

* Itis lighter (1.6 tonnes vs. 3 tonnes) and smaller (6m vs.
9m), making it more adaptable for various platforms, including
the Sukhoil-30MKI and Tejas fighter aircratft.

e |t will feature a homemade AESA radatr.
* The first test flight is expected by next year (2025-26).



« Strategic Importance & Export Potential

* India delivered the first batch of BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles to the Philippines in 2024, under a $375 million deal
signed in 2022.

« Advanced negotiations with Indonesia for a $450 million deal.

e Several nations In Africa and West Asia have shown interest In
acquiring BrahMos NG
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« Hyderabad is developing a Bird Atlas.
 About

* It is a three-year project and will be conducted in February
(Winter) and July (Summer) to know about the migratory birds.



Aim: To understand bird distribution in the city, monitor changes in their

population, identify important bird areas and inform authorities about land
use planning.

Pune, Mysore and Coimbatore are some of the cities in India that have
developed bird atlases.

As of now, 51 out of 180 regions were surveyed and 170 bird species were
recorded.




National Women’s Day 2025:
Honoring Sarojini Naidu’s
Legacy



First Indian Woman to

Address British Parliament

Pioneer of Inter-Caste
Marriage:
Married Dr. Govindarajulu
Naidu

s N

Achievements &

Firsts

Led Indian Delegation to
South Africa (1929)

Kesar-i-Hind Medal
Recipient - Later returned
in protest of Jallianwala
Bagh Massacre

NATIONAL
WOMEN'S

DAY
(FEBRUARY
13)

Celebrates Sarojini
Naidu's birth anniversary

Recognizes herrole as a
————— freedom fighter, poet, and
social reformer

Overview

Known as the
"Nightingale of India"

The Golden
Threshold (1905)

The Bird of Time
(1912)

—_————

Literary
Contributions

~————— The Broken Wing (1917)

The Feather of the Dawn
(1961, posthumous)



 Sarojini Naidu’s Role in India’s Freedom
Struggle

 Indian National Movement: Active participant
and supporter of Mahatma Gandhi in India’s
Independence struggle.

 First Woman President of the Indian National
Congress (1925): A historic milestone for
women in Indian politics.

« She was detained various times throughout the
Civil Disobedience and Quit India Movements
(1942) because of her active participation.

« First Woman Governor of an Indian State ’
(1947): Served as the Governor of United
Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh) from 1947 to /

1949.
P 4




 Sarojini Naidu:
* A Life of Achievements and Firsts
* First Indian Woman to Address the British Parliament.

* Pioneer in Inter-Caste Marriages: Married Dr. Govindarajulu Naidu
despite societal restrictions.

 In 1929 she guided India's group of representatives to South Africa
to speak on behalf of Indian rights.

« She received the Kesar-i-Hind Medal before returning it when she
protested against the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.



 Sarojini Naidu’s Contribution to Literature

« Through her celebrated verse, she celebrated both Indian cultural legacies and
spiritual traditions.

« Major Literary Works:

The Golden Threshold (1905) — Her first poetry collection.

In The Bird of Time (1912) Naidu presented a collection about freedom and
struggles faced by humans.

The Broken Wing (1917) — Includes the famous poem "The Gift of India."

The Feather of the Dawn (1961, posthumous) — Edited by her daughter
Padmaja Naidu.



Lesser-Known Facts About Sarojini Naidu

Her scholarly heritage ran strong because her scientist-father combined with
her philosopher-mother and poet-mother.

Child prodigy — Topped Madras University’s Matriculation Exam at just 12 years
old.

She studied at King’s College London and Girton College Cambridge while she
was in England.




Social conventions were disregarded when she married Dr. Govindarajulu Naidu
at the age of 19.

The activist role that Naidu played in Salt Satyagraha (1930) included organizing
demonstrations against British colonial rule with other women.

The Indian government incarcerated her during the Quit India Movement (1942).

Servants of Indian women led national delegations to South Africa when she was
42 years old.

First Woman Governor of India (Uttar Pradesh, 1947).
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Visual question:
What is the title of the first-ever uploaded YouTube video and who uploaded it?
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