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* What is the key feature of the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) recently implemented in Odisha?

ST A §Tel &7 H_oIT9] IISHA AR TUHAAAT el RITY
STl (AB PM-JAY) T H& faeivar a1 g2

* A. Provides health cover of X1 lakh per family / 9fd IRAR X1 a1
FT TAELT FaT Y&l HIT &
B. Offers health cover up to %5 lakh per family per year / 9fd IRER
gfer af 5 @ dF FT FEELT FaT Y& HAT § ,
C. Focuses only on primary care / hddl ITUTAS S@HTT X higd

D. Covers expenses for only government hospitals / Hdd IHR
AT & @ H HAT HIAT &




* What is the range of the Nag Mk-2 missile?

AT Mk-2 TAATSS T IS FaT 872

e A. 5-7 kilometers / 5-7 fhetidex
B. 7-10 kilometers / 7-10
C. 10-15 kilometers / 10-15
D. 4-6 kilometers / 4-6




* What does the National Health Mission (NHM) focus on under NRHM?
TSI TRy AT (NHM) & dgd NRHM T Bihd fohd 9T §72

* A. Rural healthcare / TTHIUT EATELT STGAT

B. Urban healthcare / Qg TATELT STHT ’
C. Healthcare for senior citizens / IR®S ARG & foT TareeT

SEHT
D. Mental health initiatives / AT A% TITELT gl



* What is the purpose of the Kumbhvani FM radio channel launched
during Kumbh Mela?

T % g1l dled T T H3ramol Thud ISAT Ao
3eSRT T g7

* A. Promote tourism in the region / 81 # e &I derdar ol
B. Provide live updates and devotional songs / dllsd Iqse AR Hwiea

AT UG FIAT
C. Broadcast local advertisements /FﬂFﬁTI' faaTger 99T HIAT

D. Highlight government schemes for pilgrims / dridfat & Qe
TAIFRY AISAATHT BT IATR FIAT




* Which river forms the boundary of the Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife
Sanctuary in Assam?

L §\<>1I6INI~{ [ATedd dodaild IHIARUYT hT WIAT hieT AT AT
EIFHT—ﬁ .

* A. Brahmaputra River / SeHIT s1dT
B. Bhogdoi River / sTar

C. Subansiri River /

g
D. Dhansiri River / ¢forfard sTar



* What makes HooIIongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary unique?

@W [Alsded dedoild HHIRUY I HETddIT FIT FoTdl g2
* A. Itis home to India’s only gibbons, the Hoolock Gibbons / J§ #ARd
% THA fAreae, golled Feae w1 @ @

B. Largest tiger populatlon in India / ARd H gy 1 999 El?ﬁ
a8

C. Only sanctuary named after a bird species / hdel gall goifa &
ol Y T MAT AHAIROT

D. Known for its coral reefs / 3H& &Il JFH & faT gfaqy




* Which is the second-largest religious gathering in India after the Kumbh
Mela?

?ST Aol & d¢ AT H 8T e 3T e 3RS SiT 4l
?
* A. Gangasagar Mela / IRTIARI AT

B. Pushkar Falrlw AT

C. Rath Yatra / I AT
D. Sabarimala Festival / EHATAT 3c0d




e What is the focus of IMD’s Vision 20477
IMD &I T8¢ 2047 T Blichd FIT &7

* A. Becoming a global leader in weather forecasting / AT qa‘lmqm
H dfRg® AdT ST

B. Developing early warning systems for cyclones / Thdldl & fav
g?lﬁ?ﬁ COTCar:|

C Promoting traditional knowledge in meteorology/iFﬁHTI' R &
URIR® AT H TGET AT

D. Expanding disaster response networks / 3IT9cT gfafehar aeas &1
fATarR &



* What is the major significance of Diego Garcia in the Chagos
Archipelago?

AENH cdlagdg A fSTal anfadr f A&T HAged &1 872

* A. Strategic US-British military base / N?ﬂﬁﬂ? qud- fafeer d=r
3AssT

B. Largest coral reef system / HaH dsT R v NTed
C. Key location for fishing mdustnes/ﬂﬁ‘cﬁ tﬁo‘:‘:ﬁ' & BETﬂTIT &
foT vE wu=

D. H|stor|cal trade hub/ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ? I 1EY ﬂw_;\"




* What does the theme for World Hindi Day 2025 empha5|ze?
faeg fger fgaq 2025 &r fava fvg X AR Sar 87

* A. Promoting Hindi Ilterature/%?fl' IIT%T I deldl T
B. “A Global Voice of Unity and Cultural Pride” / "W df®as% 3Tarst
3ﬁT ARFHiaF Td"
C. Expandmg Hindi in technology/liﬁa'il’lﬁﬁ H %ﬁ HT ATar

D. Increasing Hindi readership worldwde/%ﬁ qrod! & faed TR
qY daledl
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1 THE ENCHIRIDION
It’s not what & DISCOURSES

h " _ OF EPICTETUS
appens to —
you, but how

you react to it
that matters.”

— Epictetus, The
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Gaza ceasefire agreement ready: U.S. and Hamas

of of

Israeli Prime Minister Netanhayu says final
details of the deal are still being ironed out

DoHA

srael and Hamas
agrn ceasefire

deal to pause the de-
wvastating war in the Gaza
Strip, multiple officials an-

confirmed that a deal had
been reached, while the of-
fice of lsraell Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
(i ok Getas were sl
being ironed our.

All three U.S. officials
and the Hamas official re-

(855 and the Border Guard
Bangladesh {B58) held a

Falsing the possibility. of
winding down the dea-

quested o dis-
cuss the contours of the
deal before the official an-

dliest and m
Aghting :x-wem the bitrer

coming after

weeks of painstaking n.
tiations in the Qatari capi-

Hamas in phases, the re-

NEW DELMI
Stressing that special attention
has been grven to developing.
modern equipment and critical
Infrastructure 3% the northern
border, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwiveds said on
Wednesday that “whatever
was done in Galwan should
not get repeated™ 3 PAGE 4

NEW DELME
A proposal ta regularise vast

wermment tand in
the Union Terrtory of

society leaders and officials
Urson Home Ministry
on Wiednesday. » PAGE &

Zia in the last cormaption
against her, paving the way for
er to run in polls that the
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lease of of Pales-
tinian prisoners in Israel.
and would allow hundreds
of thousands of people dis-

remains
homes. It aiso would flood
badly needed humanitar-
ian aid into a territory rav-
aged by 15 months of war.
Three officials from the
U.s. and one from Hamas

in Doha.

Mr. Netanyahu's office

opes
negotiations on ending the
war altogecher.

Over six weeks, 33 of the
nearly 100 hostages are to
be reunited with their
loved ones after months in
caprivicy.

Deal e:cpected to dehver an initial six- week halt to

e war

by talks on

Mopes up: Israets react to reports on ceasefire deal in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. RELTERS

It remained unclear ex-
many

spl tinians
would be able to return to
what remains of their
homes and whether the
agreement would lead to a
complete end to the war
and the full of

israeli troops from Gaza —
remaining

Many longer-term ques-
tions about postwar Gaza
remain, including who will
rule the territory or over-
see the of re-

construction after a brutal
at has destabil-
Sed the broader West Asta
and sparked worldwide
Pt
Hamas triggered the
war with its October 7.
2023, cross-border artack.
which killed some 1,200 Is-

raelis and took 250 others
host.

israel responded with a
fierce offensive that has
killed over 46.000 Palesti-
nians, according to local
health officials, displaced
an emxmx 90% of Gaza's

son and sparked a
hun:.lrumnan crisis. More
than, s were
in a week-

100 h
eed from Gaza
in Nowember

long truce
Months of talks

The U.S., along with Egypt
and T, broke:

betwee:
mies that finally culminat-
ed in this latest deal

It comes after Israel and
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah ed to a cea-
sefire in November, after
more than a year of con-
ﬂlci linked to the war in

S evael responded with a
brutal air and ground of-
fensive that has killed over

Deal p the
hostages held by both Hamas and Israel

46,000 Palestinians,

cording to local health offi-

clals. They do not distin-
guish

Snd militants but say wo.
men and children make up
more half of Ihose
Killed.

UN and international re-
lief organisations estimate
that some 90% of Gaza's
23 million people

placed, often mul-

U.S. President joe Bi-
den, who has provided
crucial military ad o 15

pressure to agree to a deal.

Leaps and bounds

©On & high: A contestant tries to tackle 2 raging bull during the jalkatiu event at Palamedu in Madual on Wednesday. 6. WOCRTIY

Submarine, 2 warships commissioned in one go

neuMBAL
in a first, three frontline
platforms — INS Nilgiri, INS
same day In the Navy on
‘Wedne:

Hasling (he Srst erbcom-

“We are becorn.lng ama-
= by exle

rich naval history. INS NIl
giri is dedicated to the na-

to West Asia Khmugh. Guja:
rat. 1 was there for the
of

Kalvari

leap towards
Bharat, Primme Minister Na-
rendra Mdl dedicated the
naval platforms — two war-
ships and a submarine — to
the nation.

INS Nilgiri s the lead
ship of Project I7A frigates,

and INS Surar is the
and final ship of Project
1SB destroyers.
cm
£

sixth vaghsheer.”
the Prime Minister said at
the event held at the Naval
dockyard on Wednesday
morning.
“Not expansionist”
Outlining India’s vision as a
global_power, Mr. Modi
“india’s’ positon is
not expamlnnlsL but deve-
lopment-oriented. We are

Major boost: INS Suros, NS

Weiri and INS Voghsheer being

commizsioned at an event in Mumbai on Wednesday. ANi

recoy d as a reliable
and responsible partmer
globally, especially in the
Global South.~

On the importance of

Said the country’s depen-

dence on other countries
at the time of any tension
should be minimum. "I'\)
day, there are 5.000-
equipment, which our e
fence personnel will not
buy other countries’
He highlighted that of the

40  platforms commis-
Sioned In the Navy in the
last few years, 39 were
made in Indsa.
Defence AMinister Raj-
pmtiSingh eald the ~histor-

SC issues
notice to EC,
govt. on poll
rule change

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought
ponses from the Union go-
vernment and the Election
Commisston (EC) on a pett-
tion filed by Congress Jead-
er Jairam Ramesh challeng-
ing an amendment made
o the Conduct of Election
Rules of 1961 that s
to virwally resericting citi-
zens' right to access elec-
tion-related records.

A Bench of Chief justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna and

which had previously al-
lowed public permission to
examine papers related to
elections  withour  any

a Tdiss growing prowem

Ocean
re; ga
Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Tripathi,
Chief of Defence Staff Anil
Chauhan, Go-

Inidally, Chief Justice
Xhanna queried whether
providing public access to
an account of votes polled

Trade deficit in Dec.
at three-month low;
goods exports dip 1%

Export blip

xports con-

£56 bitiion, but this nar.
rowed the merchandise
trade deficit to a three-
month low of $21.9 billion,

nports that were

e spiked to
ety hlgh o7 Ste5 billion
November, before the
Centre corrected that tally
by $5 billion last week to
$9.9 billion citing an erro-
neous -double count’,
more than halved sequen-
dally in December to $4.7
billion. However, this stil
marked a significant 55.4%
rease over the Decem-
ber 2023 gold imports-

imeors oasing

export tally marked only
the third occasion in 2024-

$532.5 billion. On 3 year-
on-year basis, December’s
trade defcit v was 17% high-
er, while the total deficic
uguhema: is up 1L%
e billon:
Petroleum kmports rose
2.2% last month, but petro-

prod: 20. -
er at a litle over $49 bil-

n, mports rose
S0 o5 $a5s 31 i

r
Form 17C would be “slight-

vernor C.P. Radhakrish-
nan. Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay . Bash-
arashtra Chief Minist

vendra Fadnavis, Deputy
Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde and Ajit Pawar
were present at the event.

REC-LETTER DAY
» PAGE 4

~When it comes to con-
stituency-wise, it may lead
@ a problem,” the CJI re-
marked or.

Offictals have reportediy

tion pr
ratives by the misuse or
doctoring of electronic
records.

&u\ﬂ Barthwal sought 4
play down concerns about
the export blip, saying that
shipment  values

grown in every quarter
through the first nine
months of this financial
year. This that they
have not only been resi-
lient during a challenging
year but also more consis-
tent, he sald. Officials also
stressed that December’s

3 noted that
this is largely owing w a
20% decline in petroleum
prices over this period,
Painting out that nompe-
troleum e have be

rising consistently. Exclud-
ing petroleum trade,
dias  ex)

5.05% In December,

April to Decem
period, officials pointed




Gaza ceasefire agreement ready: U.S. and Hamas

Israeli Prime Minister Netanhayu says final
details of the deal are still being ironed out

Associated Press
DOHA

srael and Hamas
l agreed to a ceasefire

deal to pause the de-
vastating war in the Gaza
Strip, multiple officials an-
nounced on Wednesday,
raising the possibility of
winding down the dea-
dliest and most destructive
fighting between the bitter
enemies.

The deal, coming after
weeks of painstaking nego-
tiations in the Qatari capi-
tal, promises the release of
dozens of hostages held by
Hamas in phases, the re-
lease of hundreds of Pales-
tinian prisoners in Israel,
and would allow hundreds
of thousands of people dis-
placed in Gaza to return to
what remains of their
homes. It also would flood
badly needed humanitar-
ian aid into a territory rav-
aged by 15 months of war.

Three officials from the
U.S. and one from Hamas

confirmed that a deal had
been reached, while the of-
fice of Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
said final details were still
being ironed out.

All three U.S. officials
and the Hamas official re-
quested anonymity to dis-
cuss the contours of the
deal before the official an-
nouncement by mediators
in Doha.

Mr. Netanyahu’s office
said in a statement that it
hoped “details will be final-
ised tonight.” Any agree-
ment needs to be approved

by Mr. Netanyahu’s
Cabinet.
Once official, the deal is

expected to deliver an in-
itial six-week halt to fight-
ing that is to be accompa-
nied by the opening of
negotiations on ending the
war altogether.

Over six weeks, 33 of the
nearly 100 hostages are to
be reunited with their
loved ones after months in
captivity.

Deal expected to deliver an initial six-week halt to
fighting accompanied by talks on ending the war

Hopes up: Israelis react to reports on ceasefire deal in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. REUTERS

It remained unclear ex-
actly when and how many
displaced Palestinians
would be able to return to
what remains of their
homes and whether the
agreement would lead to a
complete end to the war
and the full withdrawal of

Israeli troops from Gaza —

key Hamas demands for re-
leasing the remaining
captives.

Many longer-term ques-
tions about postwar Gaza
remain, including who will
rule the territory or over-
see the daunting task of re-

construction after a brutal
conflict that has destabil-
ised the broader West Asia
and sparked worldwide
protests.

Hamas triggered the
war with its October 7,
2023, cross-border attack,
which killed some 1,200 Is-

raelis and took 250 others
hostage.

Israel responded with a
fierce offensive that has
killed over 46,000 Palesti-
nians, according to local
health officials, displaced
an estimated 90% of Gaza’s
population and sparked a
humanitarian crisis. More
than 100 hostages were
freed from Gaza in a week-
long truce in November
2023.

Months of talks

The U.S., along with Egypt
and Qatar, have brokered
months of indirect talks
between the bitter ene-
mies that finally culminat-
ed in this latest deal.

It comes after Israel and
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah agreed to a cea-
sefire in November, after
more than a year of con-
flict linked to the war in
Gaza.

Israel responded with a
brutal air and ground of-
fensive that has killed over

Deal promises the release of dozens of
hostages held by both Hamas and Israel

46,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to local health offi-
cials. They do not distin-
guish between civilians
and militants but say wo-
men and children make up
more than half of those
killed.

UN and international re-
lief organisations estimate
that some 90% of Gaza’s
2.3 million people have
been displaced, often mul-
tiple times. They say tens
of thousands of homes
have been destroyed and
hospitals are  barely
functioning.

U.S. President Joe Bi-
den, who has provided
crucial military aid to Is-
rael but expressed exasper-
ation over civilian deaths,
announced the outline of
the three-phase ceasefire
agreement on May 31.

With Mr. Biden’s days in
office numbered and Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump
set to take over, both sides
had been under heavy
pressure to agree to a deal.
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1.Agreement Overview

1. Israel and Hamas have agreed to a ceasefire deal mediated by the U.S., Egypt,
and Qatar.

2. Israel 3T AT o AN mﬁwwa?rmwwﬁawﬁw
'\EITIET??TC!T TeAfa oS 1



2. Humanitarian Aspects
2. The deal promises to release dozens of hostages held by both sides.
3. GHASIA & dgd Gl Y81 GdRT Uehs T Seehl ol R@T el T dIar fohdr a3am gl

4. The ceasefire will allow displaced Palestinians in Gaza to return to their homes and bring
much-needed humanitarian aid to the region.

5. ST M H e hferediferal &l 3ad @ diee 3R & 7 AT
HegdT ot T 3egAfT g

6. Economic and Social Impact:

2. The conflict displaced 90% of Gaza’s population and destroyed infrastructure, homes,
and hospitals.

3.39 HOY & IS Hr 90% 3emEr i faeaiad &Y fear 3R gfaard o, o
3R 3rETdret & a9 &7 e




3.Terms of the Ceasefire

3. A six-week halt to fighting is agreed upon, accompanied by negotiations for a
permanent resolution.

4.5g Gcdig & ToIT d818 Ul 3R TARN A & v aradid )
AT et g
5. Includes phased release of Palestinian prisoners and displaced civilians.
G.EGH%Eﬁ%ﬁFﬁFﬁWﬁTﬁTWW@rWW
2 I




4.Historical and Geopolitical Context

4. The conflict escalated in October 2023 after Hamas launched attacks on
Israel, killing over 1,200 Israelis.

5. 3Fcs 2023 H A ¢RI SISl W gHcl o dlc 99y dof &l
T, TS99 1,200 § 3¥6 STl AR 0

6. Israel responded with an offensive killing over 46,000 Palestinians and
displacing millions.

7.35R01Sel & YeledR forar, TSE#H 46,000 & 318% ThiaEdsil AR 1T
AR om@Et farafua g v




5.Challenges and Concerns

5. Uncertainty remains about the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops and
postwar governance in Gaza.

6. 3oRISell Al T T aTgdT R ST H I & §Ig & TAHA H
Waﬁf\aamaﬁrgé%l

7. Long-term resolution on terrltorlal and political control remains unresolved.

sgﬁwﬁ?mﬁaﬁwwmwmﬁaﬁwwau
|



6.International Reactions
6. U.S. President Joe Biden and President-elect Donald Trump were under pressure to
reach an agreement.
7. AR Tegufd S Sgs+ 3R fAaifad Tsedfa Setes €9 W gaslar
hlcd pl cdld AT|
8. UN and global organizations have called for more robust humanitarian assistance for
Gaza.

9.@%?mé%mﬁw$ﬁcmmmmaﬁr
HIIT |




Submarine, 2 warships commissioned in one go

Vinayva Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

In a first, three frontline
platforms — INS Nilgiri, INS
Vaghsheer, and INS Surat —
were commissioned on the
same day in the Navy on
Wednesday.

Hailing the first tri-com-
missioning as a significant
leap towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi dedicated the
naval platforms — two war-
ships and a submarine — to
the nation.

INS Nilgiri is the lead
ship of Project 17A frigates,
INS Vaghsheer is the sixth
and the final submarine of
Project 75 Kalvari class,
and INS Surat is the fourth
and final ship of Project
15B destroyers.

CM
K

“We are becoming a ma-
jor maritime power by tak-
ing inspiration from our
rich naval history. INS Nil-
giri is dedicated to the na-
val empire of the Cholas.
INS Surat is dedicated to
India’s ancient connection
to West Asia through Guja-
rat. I was there for the
commissioning of the first
Kalvari submarine. I am
blessed to commission the
sixth one - INS Vaghsheer,”
the Prime Minister said at
the event held at the Naval
dockyard on Wednesday
morning.

‘Not expansionist’

Outlining India’s vision as a
global power, Mr. Modi
said, “India’s position is
not expansionist, but deve-
lopment-oriented. We are

- -

-

Major boost: /NS Surat, INS Nilgiri and INS Vaghsheer being
commissioned at an event in Mumbai on Wednesday. ANI

recognised as a reliable
and responsible partner
globally, especially in the
Global South.”

On the importance of
Atmanirbhar Bharat abhi-
yan or indigenisation, he
said the country’s depen-

dence on other countries
at the time of any tension
should be minimum. “To-
day, there are 5,000-plus
equipment, which our de-
fence personnel will not
buy from other countries.”
He highlighted that of the

40 platforms commis-
sioned in the Navy in the
last few years, 39 were
made in India.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said the “histor-
ic commissioning showcas-
es India’s growing prowess
in the Indian Ocean
region”.

Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Dinesh Tripathi,
Chief of Defence Staff Anil
Chauhan, Maharashtra Go-
vernor C.P. Radhakrish-
nan, Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth, Mah-
arashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis, Deputy
Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde and Ajit Pawar
were present at the event.

RED-LETTER DAY
» PAGE 4




1.Major Commissioning Event:

1. India commissioned three naval platforms in a single day: INS Nilgiri, INS Vagsheer,
and INS Surat.

2. Rd o Teh gf &d H 1T ATar Tolehid &dee U msvaey Aafan,
eTATH ey, 3T IETATH I



2.Projects Overview:

2. INS Nilgiri: Lead ship of Project 17A frigates, inspired by the Chola naval
empire.

3. HSTATH IR Woide 17T fhdled &1 97T STElel, didd AT
JrHT 8 IR

4. INS Vagsheer: Sixth and final submarine of Project 75 Kalvari class.

5. AETATH ATERfR: Wioidre 75 Fotadl AU A7 3HfqH IeigedlT|

6. INS Surat: Fourth and final ship of Project 15B destroyers, highlighting
Gujarat's historical connections.

7. {MSUATH TA: FioiFe 1581 ST §I¢I &1 AT AR 3fad STere, S
d|o1<|dqoﬂﬁ%1ﬁ$ﬂ‘q'ﬂ’raff e gl




3.Vision for Atmanirbhar Bharat:
3. PM Modi emphasized self-reliance and indigenization in defense manufacturing.
4. 9TUH AXET o & AT & TcATTsRar 3R Faceiawor W IR e

5. Out of 40 naval platforms commissioned in recent years, 39 were made in India.

6. 8ToT oh NI & HHAIRT [T T 40 QT Tolehid H T 39 ART H g I



4.Political and Strategic Importance:

4. Defense Minister Rajnath Singh called it a historic moment showcasing India’s
growing power in the Indian Ocean region.

5. 38T AT A1 8g o 380 AR HSEPR &3 H AR &l d&dr
QTP ST Ycileh SdTT|

6. The event reflects India's position as a responsible and reliable partner in the
Global South

7.98 SRIGH Toidd 3T H ART fHI FFACR 3R [Baaag defiier
a?rﬁaﬁraﬁra%ﬁw%l




5.Geopolitical and Economic Implications:

5. Strengthening India’s maritime capabilities ensures reduced dependency on
foreign defense imports.

6. TR I HHGT &AM T A AT facel 8T 3mard 9 FeRar

T R HIdT g
7. Demonstrates India’s preparedness to counter any potential regional threats.

8.7g fHdl it HIidd &y WRT T HPTAT el & [T dRA A
JcudT T ERITdT gl




6.Historical Perspective:
6. INS Nilgiri draws inspiration from India’s ancient maritime history under the Cholas.
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Feature

Type
Class

Commissioned

Displacement

Length
Speed

Propulsion

Weapons

Construction
Yard

Significance

INS Surat
Destroyer
Visakhapatnam-class

May 17, 2022

7,400 tons

163 meters
30 knots

4 gas turbines

Surface-to-air missiles,

BrahMos cruise missiles

Multi-role destroyer for
surface combat

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL)

Fourth and last destroyer of

Visakhapatnam-class

INS Vagsheer
Submarine
Kalvari-class

Yet to be commissioned
(Expected 2024)

1,615 tons (surfaced),
1,775 tons (submerged)

67.5 meters
20 knots (submerged)

Diesel-electric

Torpedoes, Exocet

missiles

Submarine warfare

Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL)

Sixth and last submarine
of Kalvari-class

INS Nilgiri
Frigate
Nilgiri-class

September 6, 2019

6,670 tons

149 meters
28 knots

2 gas turbines + 2

electric motors

Surface-to-air missiles,

anti-ship missiles

Anti-submarine,

surface combat

Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL)

First of seven frigates
under Project 17A
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Aditva Birla Fashion to raise
$500 miillion via equity.

The board of Aditya Birla Fashion and

apps
of preferential issuance and
imstitutional

Retail Ltd
$500 million via a combination
alified

tional placement (QIF) of equicy shares.
lion will

The preferential issuance of
led by the promoter group

$275 mill
investing $150 million

Japan’s Takeda to hire 750
in India to boost deep tech

Takeda, a japancse

biopharm:
said it would hire p-tec
rdar 3055 o be deployed at
set-up Innovation Cap:
company had

profstonats in cal
s newly
Bengaluru. The

meum:al firm, on
ech

sof e rs, SCrum masters, Al
specialists and data analysts, a spokesperson

said. Tekeda mainky focuses

on oncology.

plasma-dertved v.hmptes and vaccines.

HDFC Life Q3 net rises 14% to
X415 cr.. total income slips 37%

HDFC Life r

almost 14%

year-on-year

Fise in Ret Pront to S 54 crore for the thiid
ended

quarter December. Tox.
almost 37% at 216,914.07 cro

pes
Fose more than 10% to €16, 77126 or

al income declined
re on the back of a

After steep import bill rejig,
more robust trade data likely

Commerce

Secret:
with global norms and a

NEW DELHI

week after the
Centre effected a
$14.2 bil-

formed to spruce up the
data’s consistency.
“Let me assure you that

now, we have created a ve-
Ty £o0d SOF, and a com-

ensure there

data~ added,
stressing that by their no”
menclarure itself, quick es-
timates of monthly foreign
wrade rele;sed By me 15

of

month 0 e with Slabal

standards, are quick as-
that

{The Directorate
General of Commercial In-
telligence and Seatistics]
and the DG

are amena-

ble to revisions.

standards, and a T the Cenrtral Board of Indi- the help of Artifictal Intelli-
operating ure (SoP) rect Taxes and Customs].”  gence (AD, and project
has now been put in place Commerce Secr that can get launched at
for more robust data. id. a"v point of time will gt\‘e
. the Com- “That committee |Is better
merce Mi: had issued working. So now, you will l'nlo the trade data,™ qu
a statement that the erro-  departmental panel was always have this very ro-  Barthwal averred.
Rupee extends | ‘Tndia, China growth |Indiaisnew
gains, settles t fi in 2025’ Boeing CEO’s
13 paise higher O solten m first stop
at 86.40, i A
/'S ted funding to job nanlon outside U.S.
NEW DELHI and enhancing social wel-
fare programmes.

MUMBAL India and China will see “We expect only gr: NEW DELHI

softer growth in 2025, rela- fiscal consol tion, and
The rupee extended its re- | tive to their economies® debt to stay significantly | Boeing’s new president

86.40 against the U.S. dolv
lar on Wednesday. tracking

gains
from strains in U.S-China

pect debe affordability to

gust, met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday.

Mr. Orther s also ex-
pected to hoid

favourable cues from dom. | economic tes, Moody's  stay much weaker than rat
estic equity markets and | Ratings sai ed peers.” Moody's said
softening crude ofl prices. Imiiais fscal conditions  Shon teciia.

Anu) . re- | win o risk will al-
search analyst at Mirae As- | its credit strength this year,  so add to fiscal

. eakidie m- .| ehe raring major reckoned. e Indiny “definss snend-

pee gained on weak US. | az fiscal consolidation s ing will grow rapidly amid

Bollar and soft US. 10-year likely to be gradual with tensions. with ¢ and

treasury yields.

the government commit-

Pakistan,” it averred.

and partners in the coun-
@y, Including Tara Trusts

chatrman Noel Tata, 25 per
imdustry sources.

Trump moots
an External
Revenue
Service to rake
in foreign dues

Reuters

U.S. President-elect Do-
nald Trump said on Tues-
will create a new de-

“to_collect tariffs, duties,
and all revenue” from fo-
reign sources.

Mr. Trump said in 2 so-
cial media post he would
create the de‘panmenl on

dent for 2 second term.

etically wealk trade agree-
ments, 1 erican eco-

imports into the United
States, along with a 60% ta-
riff on Chinese goods — du-
ties that trade experts say
would upend trade flows,
raise costs and draw reta-
n-n on. against U.S. exports.

Transition
Team dian mmediately
comment on the proposal.

To boost Wi-Fi hotspots
TRAI moots cost reduction

Arcon Deep
NEW DELSI

The Telecom Regulatory

cation Tariff (Seventy First
Amer\drnenl) Order, 2025

roposes that the “broad-
Do T aber o the

not exceed twice the tariff
applicable for retail broad-
band FTTH for the

capacity of-
fered by the respective ser-

vke providzr"

he propasal comes af-
e i teianetl i By, el
on public Wi ¥ hocpots.

As of last July, only a

fifth of these hotspots have
been rolled out.

Expensive bandwidth
One of the key reasons,
was Internet

Broadcasters can provide TV channels via
terrestrial communication technology: TRAI

NEW DELHL

The Telecom Regular
thority of India CTRAD
released its recomme:

nda-
Regulatory frame-
based

service u\nders asesy tions on °!
Seling extremely expen. | work  for - groundd
sive o people

hoping to set up WI-Fi hot-
spots. 1SPs and telcos were

Panies with oritical con-
Pectivity, mesds,  cosing
“40 to SO timeés higher
than a retail connection,”

(GBBY,
aimed at ensuring techno-

ing of Satellite Television
channels in India-2022" is-
sued by Ministry of InfTor-
mation and

diseri
platform operators (DPOs).

containing the terms and
conditions for TV broad-
casting services, had made
it mandatory for the broad-

has now made it feas-
Tole foe the broadcasters o
avid

wrial communication tech-
wireli;

ne
(cable/fibre, etc) or wire-

carried to multiple DPO
networks simultanecusly
for re-transmission.

framework

Enabling
Considering these deve-
lopments. the TRAI sald, it

based Broadcasters™.
cordingly. issued a
consultation paper on Oc-

Ac-

enda-
tons. The salient points in-
clude the framework for
GBBs should be similar to
the for Uplink-

s
enabling framework to en-
sure service providers can

cation medium.
The TRAL recummd
44 the caBe” must peovida
televisio nel(s) to
DPOs vla terreslrlal com-
dium, for

the use of terrestrial com-
manication technologies!
d the entity may

ing and
tellite Television (;hannels
in India, 2022" meant for

use more than one such

fully leverage technologh
cal

The Ministry  had,
through a lener May 22,
2024, sough recom-

provide an-
nels to DPOs using terres-

¥ Pramemork for Groumd-

broadcasters, to the extent
spplicablle to the ground-

dud‘.ng the provisions re-
lated to satellite communi-

Singapore President confers highest
honour on former CII DG Tarun Das

Mr. was bestowed

the  Honorary . Citizen

A by the President
Ll

his India tour on Thursday.
The award is given for

note released by the Minis.
try of Foreign Affairs (Mo-
FA) of

Mr. Shanmugaratnam with
Tarun Das (left)

with the late Ratan Tata be-
ing the only other Indian

lected he led a delegation

who have made 3 signifi.
in the areas of

nology, information com-
munications, education,
health, arts and culture,

on Preddent Shanmuga-
it Murmu
is seheduled to host a State
Banquet for the vis
at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan in the evening.

spor& tourism,
services or security,”
Zid the MoFA,

nam is slated to leave on Ja-
nuary 17 for Odisha which
has

call-ons by PM Narendra
Modi and Ministers of the
Union Cabinet.

Finance Minister NIMr.
rmala Sitharaman, Com-
merce and Industry Minis-

of Indian w©

Mr. Das is the second In-
dian to recefve the honour
cm g

1993 as part of
India’s ~Look East” policy.
“It is conferred on those

ter and Minis-
ter of Health and Family
Welfare |P. Nadda

among those who will o

file within Singapore's
for India

Skills Centre. set up by Sin-
gapore’s ITE wuuuon
Services with funding fr

the  Aslan  Development
Bank. He will visit a vac-

Nasscom, tech start-ups assessing
digital data protection norms’ impact

BENGALURU
Nasscom, the tech industry
aj

et c.louely Mth e
industry to

r.
%

It also said the draft

comed on age gallng

es.
border data transfers, and
data retention and erasure
policies.” the industry bo.
gy said, mooting a tered

consent for processing the
data of children and per-
sons witl who

with var)1ng burdens for
entities of different sizes.

have a legal guardian,
mould be required w bé

to consolidate inputs and
ensure timely submission

cine unit of
Bharat Biotech.

18,
“While we are examin-
ing the implications of the

provision in

merits de-
mnedzn.—nysu it said.

The Tech

et b Tigcla “haewbees
large multinational corpo-
rations and startups, so as
to

Association  of Mumbai
(TEAMD said that delibera-
tions would be valuable in
certain areas, including the
ethical use of personal data
for training Al models, and
user-centric data deletion

ocesses.
“Further clarity is wel-

The rules must be circulat-
n mault)




Singapore President confers highest
honour on former CII DG Tarun Das

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

President of Singapore
Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam bestowed the highest
honour of the city-state on
Tarun Das, former director
general of Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII).
Mr. Das was bestowed
the Honorary Citizen
Award by the President
who will start official leg of
his India tour on Thursday.
The award is given for
“outstanding contribution
by a non-Singaporean to
the country’s growth and
development,” a press
note released by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (Mo-
FA) of Singapore declared.
Mr. Das is the second In-
dian to receive the honour

cM

Mr. Shanmugaratnam with
Tarun Das (left).

with the late Ratan Tata be-
ing the only other Indian
recipient earlier

The Foreign Minister
termed Mr. Das as “one of
Singapore’s strongest ad-
vocates in India” and recol-
lected he led a delegation
of Indian industrialists to
Singapore in 1993 as part of
India’s “Look East” policy.

“It is conferred on those

A )

who have made a signifi-
cant impact in the areas of
business, science and tech-
nology, information com-
munications, education,
health, arts and culture,
sports, tourism, communi-
ty services or security,”
said the MoFA.

President Shanmugarat-
nam will receive official
welcome on Thursday at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
and meet President Drou-
padi Murmu. There will be
call-ons by PM Narendra
Modi and Ministers of the
Union Cabinet.

Finance Minister NiMr.
rmala Sitharaman, Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal and Minis-
ter of Health and Family
Welfare ]J.P. Nadda are
among those who will call

on President Shanmuga-
ratnam. President Murmu
is scheduled to host a State
Banquet for the visiting
dignitary at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan in the evening.

President Shanmugarat-
nam is slated to leave on Ja-
nuary 17 for Odisha which
has acquired greater pro-
file within Singapore’s
plans for India.

After reaching Bhuba-
neswar, Odisha CM Mohan
Charan Majhi will call on
the visiting dignitary. He
will also visit the World
Skills Centre, set up by Sin-
gapore’s ITE Education
Services with funding from
the Asian Development
Bank. He will visit a vac-
cine manufacturing unit of
Bharat Biotech.




1.Recognition and Award:

1. President of Singapore, Tharman Shanmugaratnam, awarded Tarun Das,
former Director General of Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll), the
Honorary Citizen Award.

2. TR o Al WAT AAHIRCAH o CllF qd HGIACIh Toor
2 H AR AT 3rarg ¥ grafaa &Farl

3. This is Singapore's highest honor for non-citizens.

4.3g IR #7 IR-AFR & AU Fgatea T&A gl




2.Tarun Das' Contributions:

2. Recognized for his contributions to India-Singapore relations and fostering
growth in various sectors, including business, science, and education.

3.3v¢ HIRG-FAMTR Faul AR sgaar, faere, 3 fRuem 38 et &
RFrT T Semat &7 & foIT AT & TS|

4. He led a delegation of Indian industrialists to Singapore in 1993 under India’s
Look East Policy.

311?1993:#%@3@ A o dgd ARG 3ceraidar
& gfafftsse & Adc ‘ﬁo‘j}:{
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3.0ther Indian Recipient:

3. The late Ratan Tata is the only other
Indian to have received this honor.

4. TN Il T T TEATT I
ITcd el dlel ThHATT 3oy

AT gl




Significance of the
Award:Awarded to individuals
making exceptional
contributions in fields like
business, technology, health,

arts, and security.

Ig RWERR 3 AT i
fear Srar & Segie

I, YlcIETehl, Fareey
hell, 3R JI&T ST &3 A
3chve ATer fear &l

J




5.0fficial Visit to India by President Shanmugaratnam:

5. The Singaporean President will meet Indian leaders, including PM Narendra
Modi and President Droupadi Murmu, during his India visit.

6. IR & Teeafd 31TaT AR ITAT & ST UITH oiig Al 3R
Trvaqﬂ%ra’rqaﬂﬁaﬁ%?rarq a3t I Aol

7. He will visit Bhubaneswar to explore collaborations and projects like the
World Skills Centre and a vaccine manufacturing unit.

8.dg HdaAaY H AT e &g 3 Ta JFdiT AT o
qRITSTAT3IT T ST e Al




* Political Perspective:

 Strengthens diplomatic and economic ties between India and
Singapore.

« IR 3R AR & g Toa¥h AR s gaey e

O
AT T &
* Economic Perspective:

* Highlights India's growing significance in global business and trade.

- 3f%geh IR 3N TaaT H ART & dad HAgcd ol c2Tar gl




* Historical Context:
* Reflects the success of India's Look East Policy initiated in the early 1990s.

+ 1990 % GRMh H Y& & IS T $¥C Alfd T Foheldl I G2ATAT
* Geographical Link:

* Focuses on collaborations between India and Southeast Asia, with
Singapore as a key partner.

+ AR 3R cfaTo-qd TR & & G 9 €A1 higd HdT g,
%ﬂﬁ@wwmmﬂm%l
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OVERNIGHT REPO RATE BACK INTO PLAY FROM TODAY
3 Govt may announce old SfAamons

Liquidity on tap via tax regime phase-out  forpostorre:

deputy guv

dallyVRR auctions EUDGET [l - |

CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISER

ANUPREKSHA 1AIN TTE o IV Ananton Mageaatan
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(RBI) will conduct variable =t > the rupee on Wednesday ing out of the old personal selection panel .

reverse repo (VRR) auctions oo = recovered 28 paise, or income tax regime over the > headed by

all warking days until further 03396, against the dallas, | next few years in the Budget exemptions and deductions Cabinet secre e

ice aemaidd tight I ing s forFY2 tary TV Soma- Vanantl

; Satro: pathas for the  Negeswaren

overseven months, helped
by a weaker dollar and a

tweak the new regime, intro-
duced B CsAkihe | ton while the tax rates are  of the new tax regime, and | post of a new

¥2.09 lakh crore as of January for g tweaking the slab structure of | deputygovernorat the Reserve
13, REI data showed. VRR atc deficit number, reports | | all taxpayers _through the According to sources, the  tax rates, will automatically | Bank of India (REI)
1o sgect achin Kumar. i Pphase out period - ks taxpayers to adopt The appointee will replace
ity into the system. o foomm BB slso helped Over 729% of taxpayers changestotheoldregimethat it an official aware of the | Michacl Patra, whose four yeas
ording to ban) 09 10 117312 33 the rupee hoid its ground. have already adopted the provides for investment- developments said. term came toan end on Tuesday.
try experts, the daify VRR auc meacss new regime, which allows linked exemptions an
tions will bring the overnight L Iittle exemptions or deduc-  tions “Further smplification  Continved on Page 7 Continued on Page 10

repo rate back into play once
again and give confidence to  average call rate (WACR). i The RBIE

S, T, Doy s Trade deficitat $21.9 bn; exports fall 1%
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TRADE deficit fell year-ago period, which offi-
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figure of $31.8 billion for the
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Vishwa.Mohan@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Extreme weather
events caused over 3,200
deaths in the country in 2024
—the warmest year on record
in India, with lightning and
thunderstorms taking the
highestnumber of lives (1,374)
followed by floods and heavy
rains (1,287) and heat wave
(459), shows the India Meteor-
ological Department’s (IMD)
Annual Climate Summary —
2024, released on Wednesday:
Lightning and thunder-
storms took the maximum
number of lives in Bihar,
whereas floods and heavy
rains caused the maximum
deaths in Kerala. Besides
these two states, Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtrafigured inlistof
topfivereportingbigger num-
bers of casualties due to ex-
treme weather events in 2024.
Though Met department
revealed the annual temper-
ature rise figure a fortnight
ago, stating 2024 as the hottest
year since nationwiderecords
began in 1901, its annual cli-
mate summary for the year
disclosed how the regional
variation in warming made
the mean temperature rise in
certain states/regions above
the national average (+0.65° C
abovethe long-term average).

SUUTUE. IS HduUual rudiiudauunt 1ol LicuiUindl oyolClilla, HILET=rdl iatticiiudl y iUty v-Uclld, icuid rcpgul o

IMD; Extreme weather events
caused 3,200+ deaths in 2024

Hottest Year On Record Saw Rising Temp, Unmatched Rain Extremes

NATURE'S FURY

Human Casualties Due To Extreme Five warmest years on
Weather Events In 2024 record in India since 1901
Total 2024
casualties [l [l
Lightning, thunderstorm 1374 2016
Floods and heavy rain 1,287 R, 0.5
2009
Heatwave 459 I 040
Cyclones r:l. 70 2010 =
Codwave (4| 7 — o3
Gale 7/ 2017
Hailstorm 2 I 038
*above the long-term average
Snowfall 1 (1991-2020 period)
DTHER KEY OBSERVATIONS
> 10 out of the » Past decade » Individually, Oct
15 warmest years | (2015-2024) 2024 was the warmest
were observed in | was also the month on record since
the recent 15 years| warmest on 1901 (with an anomaly
(2010-2024) record of +1.23 degree C)
The IMD report shows divisions/states reported

that the mean temperature
rise over parts of Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, east
Madhya Pradesh, West Ben-
gal, Sikkim, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, south interior
Karnataka, north interior
Karnataka, madhya Maha-
rashtra, Odisha, Bihar, Raya-
laseema and Kerala and
Mahe was above normal by
about one degree Celsius. It
means these meteorological

higher temperature rise
than the national average of
annual warminglast year.

In 2024, the country re-
corded above normal temper-
atures in all four seasons.
Winter (Jan-Feb) was warmer
by 0.37 degree Celsius, pre-
monsoon season (March-
May) by 0.56 degree Celsius;
monsoon (June-Sept) by 0.71
degree Celsius and post-mon-
soon season (Oct-Dec) by 0.83

degree Celsius—the warmest
last three months since 1901.

The summary report, re-
leased on the occasion of
the 150th foundation day of
IMD, also shows that many
of meteorological stations
had reported new records
since 1901 in terms of both
temperature and rainfall.

The stations/cities, which
reported a new record in
terms of hottest day include
Churu(50.5degrees Celsius),
Ganganagar (49.4 degrees
Celsius), Varanasi (47.8 de-
grees Celsius), Gaya (47.4
degrees Celsius) and Sultan-
pur (47 degrees Celsius).

In terms of rainfall, Por-
bandar (Gujarat) reported
its new record of highest
rains in a single day at 485.8
mm on July 19, followed by
Puducherry at 483.7 mm on
Dec 1 and Dwarka (Gujarat)
at 418.6 mm on July 20.

The IMD’s averaged an-
nual mean temperature data
for the 1901-2024 period
showed a significant increas-
ing trend of 0.68 degree Celsi-
us per100 years in the country.
During the same period, day
(maximum) temperature
roseby0.89degree Celsius per
100 years whereas the night
(minimum) temperature
showed an increase of 0.46
degree Celsius per 100 years.



1.Casualties and Major Causes:

1. Over 3,200 deaths reported in India due to extreme weather in 2024, the hottest
year on record.

2. HRT & 2024 # 33l AlgH gt & &Ror 3,200 ¥ 3%« Al gor
$I I8, ST 379 deh T 99 IH ay AT

3. Lightning and Thunderstorms: Claimed 1,374 lives, the highest among all weather
events.

4. ferelt 3R e G gt #§ g9y 3w 1,374 :Fﬁ?rgél

5. Floods and Heavy Rain: Responsible for 1,287 deaths, causing maximum casualties
in Kerala.

6. a1 3T Y IRer: 1,287 Alat & fOv SFAeR, I H e 31
THIT |




2. Temperature and Rainfall Records:

2. Mean temperature rise observed across Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, and Maharashtra,
among others.

feHATerer gcer, IoNEs, UREH Ferer 3 AGRISE S Ut 7 3d dvdA # Jefer gof &I 15|
Churu (50.5°C) recorded the hottest temperature, followed by Ganganagar and Varanasi.
& (50.5 3l Afcqad) o @ 71H dAA &t fhal, $8& &g RN AR IR0

Gujarat witnessed record-breaking rainfall with Jamnagar recording 485.8 mm in a single day.

TSR H SHAIR o Teh &1 f&T & 485.8 A a1k & @y Rebis q=1r2m|

N o U kW



3.IMD's Key Observations:
3. 10 out of 15 warmest years in India were recorded after 2010.
4. 9Rd H 15 G 17 ast 7 & 10, 2010 & 91 gof U 0|
5. Past decade (2015-2024) was the warmest on record.
6. USel g (2015-2024) FI 3 do DI TEH 6 GAH ddTAT 3T
7. October 2024 recorded the hottest month in history with a +1.23°C anomaly.

8. 3feFcey 2024 & +1.23°C [aHarfd & @Y FIH TH AT ol feha|




4.Regional and Seasonal Variations:

4. Pre-monsoon season saw an increase of 0.56°C,
while monsoon months observed a rise of
0.68°C over the century.

5. M-HieTqeT Hiofel H 0.56°C I Jefor
S CICD Hlde HAgrAr & 0.68° Cac?r e
I TS|

6. States like Rajasthan, Kerala, and Maharashtra
saw more normal rainfall events compared to

others.
7. TSTETT, el 3R HGRISE S A H
ﬂﬁrmﬁmm—qm‘raﬁ ’

fr |
/

> 4




Economic Perspective:

Extreme weather poses risks to agricultural output and regional economies.

At HlgH $IW cuies 3R &7 srdfegaeunsit & fav STEH a1 i &
Historical Context:

Shows long-term climate trends since 1901, underscoring global warming impacts.

19011%6@%% STy YAl Sl Gl 8, ST elleel alfder & JHE Sl 39TER
AT &

Geographical Impact:

Severe impacts across diverse terrains, from coastal Kerala to desert Rajasthan.

deT el ¥ o IREdEr T8 doh [Afdyr 3 @ TR g3ra|



Trichophyton Indotineae



* Dermatologists from India and 13 other counties, including Germany,
have objected to the region-specific nomenclature given to a novel
species of fungus — Trichophyton (T.) indotineae.

 About

* Trichophyton indotineae: It is a fungal pathogen that
causes widespread and hard-to-treat skin infections.



* [tis resistant to most anti-fungal medicines.
* Origin: It has turned up in over 40 countries and its origin currently remains unknown.

* Nomenclature: Japanese dermatologists, who had spotted the fungus in patients from
India and Nepal, proposed in 2020 that this fungus should be considered a new species
and named Trichophyton indotineae.

* The naming of the species is in line with a historical tradition of linking new
infectious agents to specific locations.

 Examples are the Spanish flu, Delhi boil, Madura foot, West Nile virus, etc.

* Concern: It often leads to considerable misinformation, stigma, and racial prejudice.



i \ LR -, , ‘ |
\New.Obsemvatorysat.RemoteLurtla

_—




* The S N Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences (SNBCBS) has
established a new observatory atop Panchet Hill in the Purulia district
of West Bengal.

* About Observatory

* It is an advanced astronomical observatory featuring a 14-inch
telescope for scientific observations and training purposes.



It is located at 600 meters above ground level and at 86° E longitude. It
fills a gap in global astronomical observations, as very few observatories

exist along this longitude.

Purpose and Significance: It will aid in scientific observations of
astronomical objects, train students in telescope handling, record data,
and foster national and international collaboration in astronomical

research.

e |t is crucial for observing transient astronomical phenomena.



Other Key Observatories in India

Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences (ARIES): Nainital.

Vainu Bappu Observatory: Tamil Nadu.

IUCAA Observatory: Pune.




Indian Army Day




The 77th Army Day is being celebrated in India with a theme of “Samarth
Bharat, Saksham Sena”.

About Army Day

It is celebrated on January 15 each year to honor General (later Field
Marshal) KM Cariappa, the first Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army.




On this day in 1949, Gen Cariappa took over the
command of the Indian Army from General Sir FRR
Bucher, the last British Commander-in-Chief, marking the
transition to an independent Indian Army.

Gen Cariappa is also known for leading Indian forces to
victory in the India-Pakistan 1947 war.



About Indian Army Veterans’ Day
Celebrated annually on January 14th.

This day commemorates the retirement of Field Marshal K.M. Cariappa, the first Indian
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army.

It is a day to recognize and appreciate the contributions and sacrifices of retired Indian
Army personnel.



* Do you know?
— The Indian Army traces its origins to the East India Company’s army, which later

became the British Indian Army and the Princely States Army.
— After India’s independence in 1947, these forces merged into the National Army of

India.
— The primary role of the Indian Army is to protect the nation from external and internal

threats, as well as conduct humanitarian rescue operations during natural disasters.






* India has successfully tested the Bhargavastra, its first micro-missile
system desighed to counter swarm drones.

 About

* Advanced Targeting: The Bhargavastra system successfully hit
designated virtual targets over 2.5 kilometres away, demonstrating
high precision and effectiveness.



* Enhanced Radar Capabilities: It can detect medium to large UAVs up
to 10 kilometres and small drones up to 6 kilometres away, making it
effective against a wide range of aerial threats.

 Versatile Deployment: Bhargavastra can be mounted on mobile
platforms, enabling rapid deployment and adaptability to diverse
operational terrains, including high-altitude regions.



\




* About Global Cybersecurity Outlook 2025

* It is produced in collaboration with Accenture and it examines
the cybersecurity trends that will affect economies and societies in
the year to come.

* It explores major findings and puts a spotlight on the complexity of
the cybersecurity landscape, which is intensified by geopolitical
tensions, emerging technologies, supply chain interdependencies
and cybercrime sophistication.



Complexity in

cybersecurity
Supply chain

"Nter dependenci®”



* Cyber Skills Gap: As of 2024, there is a shortage of 4.8 million cybersecurity
professionals.

* Only 14% of organizations have a skilled workforce to address current cybersecurity
challenges. Public-sector organizations are particularly impacted.






* The National Turmeric Board was launched by Union Minister of
Commerce & Industry to enhance the production, research, and
global trade of turmeric.



NATIONAL

'\1_

Building a Golden future
for Ind|o s Golden spice

THE WAY AHEAD

Boosting exports of about
30 varieties grown in over 20 states

h-

@ New product development, value
addition & skilling turmeric growers

Increase consumption globally & grow our share
in world trade from 62% now

ﬂ%% Strengthen infrastructure & logistics for exports
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 About the National Turmeric Board:

* What it is: A dedicated body established to promote turmeric cultivation,
research, and exports.

* Headquarters: Nizamabad, Telangana.

* Ministry: Operates under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

* Aim: To enhance turmeric production, support farmers, and boost global
exports.

* Headed by: Shri Palle Ganga Reddy as its first Chairperson.




About Turmeric:

Top exporting nations in the world:

e India (Leading with 67% of global exports in 2023), Myanmar, Fiji, Indonesia,
Vietham

Top importing nations in the world:

e USA (The largest importer, with its share 18.98% in 2023)
* India: Imports significant quantities of turmeric (especially dry) for domestic use.
e EU Countries: Key importers include Netherlands and Germany.




Top producing states in India:

e Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Meghalaya
(notable for Lakadong turmeric, high in curcumin content).

India’s turmeric imports:

e Major sources: Vietnam, Indonesia, and Myanmar.

e [mports are primarily in the dry turmeric form for value addition and
domestic consumption.




First Private Satellite Constellation



V 4
* India’s space industry marked a
historic milestone with the launch '
of its first private satellite
constellation by Google-backed

Pixxel, a Bengaluru-based space-
tech startup. -

8
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 What it is: A private satellite constellation of six hyperspectral
imaging satellites launched by Pixxel, backed by Google.

* Organizations involved: Developed by Pixxel, with collaboration
from SpaceX, which facilitated the launch.

* Launch location: Vandenberg Space Force Base, California, USA.

e Aim: To provide high-resolution hyperspectral imaging to improve
insights in agriculture, mining, environmental monitoring, defense,
and resource management.



* What is the purpose of the ceasefire agreement between Israel and
Hamas?

SIS 3R §AH & &g Jeufalid HASIA FT 36T AT §72
* A. To establish permanent peace in the region / a9 # TYRN enfa
TS ST

B. To allow humanitarian aid and release of hostages / ATTA I

gergar 3R qust fr Res Fr segafa =

C. To increase trade relations between the two parties / gl geil &
dIT YR JqE TET=AT

D. To resolve the water-sharing conflict / STl-HTSATHhIUT HgY FY ool
h T




* What is the historical significance of the INS Nilgiri commissioned
recently?

8Tl 81 H A U T 3BTy AR &1 Uagiias

Hgcd T g7

* A. Inspired by the Maratha naval empire / AITST AT 9HATST |

R
B. Inspired by the Chola naval empire / T AT T 8 ORd

C. Largest aircraft carrier in India / TRd &T Hd® F5T TIAIHIFC

D. First nuclear-powered submarine in India / #d $T ggell YIATOT
gifeld geigeal



* What was the primary focus of President Tharman Shanmugaratnam's
visit to Bhubaneswar?
ST WA AAHIRAH FT TAET AT T TATHE Bihd
T AT?

* A. To inaugurate the World Skills Centre / dos Fhed el &I

3GHICs h el
B. To establish a vaccine manufacturing unit / Th dedler AT

SIS TS HIAT
C. To strengthen India-Singapore collaborations / #I{d- ﬁ?TI'qT

"GN & A HI&AT
D. All of the above / 39 Taft




* Which new missile system was recently tested by India to counter
swarm drones?

HRT SaRT 8Tt &7 H TIiH 3T &l d—lchlsl(ﬂl A & o frg a5
fAgSd JoTel & q{YeTor fhar aran?

* A. Bhargavastra / AeTarET
B. Akash Prime / 3ThIA YISH
C. Pralay / 9l
D. Astra Mk-2 / 3T&T Mk-2




* What unique feature does the Bhargavastra missile system have?
o

HETaTET TS JoTTell faQryar a7 87

* A. Can detect small drones up to 6 km away / BI¢ 31T &I 6 fH#T I
d% 9gdle dHhdl §

B. OEerates in %_II weather conditions / Tt #ltasr fFufaar &

C. Can destroy underwater targets/tITFﬁ & I & d&AT T IS¢
FT Thdl &

D.BothAandB/U3ﬁT Y aYelr



* Where was India’s first private satellite constellation launched?
HART T IgolT ToIoil 3YAE 87T gl I died [hdT I=™AT?

* A. ISRO Sriharikota / 30 sfigRepler
B. Cape Canaveral, USA / &9 $haTaldl, JUAT
C. Vandenberg Space Force Base, USA/@%FI@T T By a9,

¢\! E ! .
D. French Guiana / W< 3TTT




* What is the primary purpose of the Pixxel satellite constellation?

Oerder 39ag 1879 ol NUTAS 3662 AT g7

* A. Enhance agricultural insights through hyperspectral imaging /
FISRTAFC SASI & ATEIH § FN zﬂﬂépi?c H FSIaT Coll
B. Facilitate military surveillance / = fAIRTAT &Y gﬁ'ﬁﬂ T
C. Conduct weather monitoring / AGH &7 IR R

D. Improve global navigation systems / dfRgs AfIeersr yonfeat &
gﬂﬂ' bl



* What major climatic event caused 3,200 deaths in India in 20247
2024 H AR H 3,200 HAIAT & HROT SleT W TG ST Tl

oA?
* A. Floods and heavy rains / 91¢ 3R #T arier

B. Extreme heat / 3Ica89& I+t
C. Lightning and thunderstorms / TasTell 31X 31Tefi- dWlel

D. All of the above / 39ed Tl




e What is the aim of the National Turmeric Board?

TSERT godl SIS T 366T T 87

* A. Promote turmeric research and exports / 8 oa) m IR
forata & serar &

B. Develop hybrid turmeric varieties / §hT godl [hEAT &1 AP
C X

C. Provide subsidies to turmeric farmers / E'o‘if’l fra=T &1 gfegs:
UcTel hIeT

D. Create turmeric storage facilities / §ear $TSTOT aﬁmsﬁ CH|
CLIMEICI



* Who was recently honored with the Honorary Citizen Award in

Singapore?

glel 81 & AR & AR (et a8 I 58 g

UGG

fohar Irar?

* A. Ratan Tata / {ddo <Tcl
B. Mukesh Ambani /?Flﬁ-TQI' £ CIGH]

C. Tarun Das / d90T )
D. Sundar Pichai / §e¥ =g



Fun Fact




e Second-Richest in Water Resources, second-
richest country in freshwater resources
after Brazil, thanks to its numerous rivers,
glaciers, and lakes originating from the
Himalayas.



Word of the day

Rodomontade:
vain and empty boasting

Synonymes: bluster, self-praise

Usage: the minister’s rodomontade was
widely parodied.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
rodomontadepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet:

/ap.da.mon'ta:d/, /ip.da.mon'teid/
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