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• Victory of NPP in Sri Lankan Parliamentary Elections
• English: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's National People's 

Power (NPP) coalition won a landslide victory in the parliamentary 
elections, securing 159 seats in the 225-member House, achieving 
over a two-thirds majority.
• हिंदी:         राष्ट्रपति अनुरा कु मारा डिसानायके के नेशनल पीपल्स पावर (एनपीपी) 

        गठबंधन ने संसदीय चुनावों में भारी जीत दर्ज की, 225    सदस्यीय सदन में 159 
  सीटें जीतकर दो-    तिहाई बहुमत प्राप्त किया।



• Opposition Performance
• English: The opposition Samagi Jana Balavegaya (SJB) secured 40 

seats, while the Rajapaksas’ party, which was previously dominant, 
won only 3 seats.
• हिंदी:     विपक्षी समागी जन बलवेगया (एसजेबी)  ने 40  सीटें जीतीं,  जबकि

  राजपक्षे की पार्टी,    जो पहले प्रमुख थी,  केवल 3    सीटों पर सिमट गई।



हिंदी:           यह श्रीलंका की आनुपातिक प्रतिनिधित्व प्रणाली में किसी पार्टी को दो-       तिहाई बहुमत मिलने की पहली घटना है, 
           जो महत्वपूर्ण राजनीतिक और आर्थिक सुधारों का मार्ग प्रशस्त कर सकती है।

English: This marks the first instance of a party gaining a two-thirds majority under Sri Lanka's 
proportional representation system, which may pave the way for significant political and economic 

reforms.

Significance of the Victory



• Impact on Tamil and Muslim Regions
• English: Compared to the September presidential elections, the NPP's vote share 

increased significantly across the island, including regions with a high concentration of 
Tamil and Muslim populations.

• हिंदी:       सितंबर के राष्ट्रपति चुनावों की तुलना में,       एनपीपी का वोट शेयर पूरे द्वीप में,  विशेषकर
        तमिल और मुस्लिम बहुल क्षेत्रों में काफी बढ़ गया।



1.Challenges and Political Expectations
1. English: The NPP's victory comes with high expectations for maintaining 

democratic rights and freedoms while carrying out political reforms.
2.हिंदी:             एनपीपी की जीत के साथ लोकतांत्रिक अधिकारों और स्वतंत्रताओं को बनाए रखते

         हुए राजनीतिक सुधारों की उच्च अपेक्षाएँ भी जुड़ी हुई हैं।









• Dispute over Chandigarh between Punjab and Haryana
• English: Punjab and Haryana are in conflict again over Chandigarh, the shared capital, 

due to a reported move by the Centre to allocate 10 acres of land in Chandigarh to 
Haryana for building its Assembly complex.

• हिंदी: चंडीगढ़,        जो पंजाब और हरियाणा की साझा राजधानी है,        को लेकर दोनों राज्यों के बीच फिर
                से विवाद छिड़ गया है। कें द्र सरकार द्वारा हरियाणा को विधानसभा परिसर बनाने के लिए चंडीगढ़
 में 10           एकड़ भूमि आवंटित करने की खबर से यह विवाद पैदा हुआ।



• Haryana’s Demand for Separate Assembly Complex
• English: Haryana has long sought its own Assembly building in Chandigarh, citing the 

need for separate complexes since Punjab and Haryana were carved out as distinct 
entities in 1966.

• हिंदी:           हरियाणा लंबे समय से चंडीगढ़ में अपना विधानसभा भवन चाहता है,     यह कहते हुए कि
1966      में पंजाब और हरियाणा के अलग-           अलग राज्य बनने के बाद से अलग परिसरों की आवश्यकता
है।



हिंदी:    आम आदमी पार्टी (आप)                    सहित पंजाब के नेताओं ने हरियाणा को चंडीगढ़ में भूमि आवंटित करने की किसी भी कोशिश का विरोध किया
                  है। उनका दावा है कि चंडीगढ़ के वल पंजाब का है और एक इंच भी भूमि नहीं दी जानी चाहिए।

English: Punjab leaders, including the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), oppose any move to allot Chandigarh land to Haryana, 
claiming Chandigarh belongs solely to Punjab and that not an inch of land should be given away.

Opposition from Punjab



• Views of Leaders from Both States
• English: Leaders like Nayab Singh Saini have stated that Haryana has rights over 

Chandigarh, urging Punjab's leaders to avoid petty politics. The AAP, meanwhile, 
submitted a memorandum opposing Haryana's proposal.

• हिंदी:                  नायब सिंह सैनी जैसे नेताओं का कहना है कि हरियाणा का भी चंडीगढ़ पर अधिकार है और
          पंजाब के नेताओं को छोटी राजनीति से बचना चाहिए। इस बीच,       आप ने हरियाणा के प्रस्ताव का
     विरोध करते हुए एक ज्ञापन सौंपा।



1. Related Issues - Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal
1. English: The Sutlej Yamuna Link canal issue has resurfaced, with discussions on 

water sharing and political motives being highlighted by leaders of both states.
2. हिंदी: सतलुज-          यमुना लिंक नहर मुद्दा भी फिर से उभर आया है,      जिसमें दोनों राज्यों के नेताओं

           द्वारा जल वितरण और राजनीतिक उद्देश्यों पर चर्चा की जा रही है।









Assessing the Potential 
of Natural Farming



• An analysis conducted by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
in collaboration with the Andhra Pradesh (AP) government suggests 
that the AP model of natural farming has the potential to double the 
employment opportunities for farmers compared to industrial 
agriculture, thereby reducing overall unemployment and increasing 
farmers' incomes by 2050.
•  The analysis was a part of ‘AgroEco2050’, a collective future-building 

exercise by the AP government, French agricultural research 
organisation and FAO.



• AgroEco2050 initiative aimed to assess two potential 
futures for agriculture, food, land use, nature, jobs, and 
incomes in AP by 2050.  
• One vision focused on intensifying conventional industrial 

farming, while the other explored scaling up natural farming 
(agroecology).  

• The goal was to compare the implications of these two 
pathways and assess their coherence. 



• What is Natural Farming? 

• About & Objective: Natural farming is a chemical-free approach that relies 
on locally available resources, including desi cow dung and urine, and 
emphasises traditional, indigenous practices.  

• It eliminates the use of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides, promoting 
on-farm biomass recycling, including mulching, and pest 
management through biodiversity, botanical concoctions, and exclusion 
of all synthetic chemicals. 



• Current Scenario: Several states, including Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Kerala, have already adopted natural farming and 
developed successful models.  
• While still in its initial stages, the natural farming system is 

steadily gaining acceptance within the farming community. 





• Why Should Natural Farming be Adopted? 

• Employment Impact: As per the FAO, by 2050, natural 
farming will employ twice as many farmers as industrial 
agriculture, with 10 million farmers in natural farming 
compared to 5 million in industrial farming. 
• This shift would reduce unemployment, which is projected to rise 

to 30% in the industrial agriculture scenario, while in the 
natural farming scenario, unemployment would drop to 7%. 



• Farmer Income: 
• Natural farming is expected to be more profitable for farmers due to lower production 

costs (seeds, chemicals, irrigation, credit, and machinery) and better market prices for 
high-quality produce.

• The income gap between farmers and non-farmers would narrow 
significantly—from 62% in 2019 to 22% in 2050 under natural farming. 
This is nearly half the income gap of 47% expected in the industrial 
agriculture scenario by 2050. 



Land Use and 
Biodiversity: Under natural 

farming, the total cultivated area 
in 2050 would be 8.3 million 

hectares, compared to 5.5 million 
hectares under industrial 

agriculture.  

Nutritional Benefits: Despite 
slightly lower yields per hectare, 
natural farming would produce 

more nutritious food per 
capita (5,008 kilocalories/day) 

compared to industrial agriculture 
(4,054 kilocalories/day).  





Challenges Related to Natural Farming? 

Inadequate Farmer Training and Handholding

Cumbersome Certification Process

Poor Marketing Linkages:

Insufficient Funding and Policy Support



Domestic Systemically 
Important Banks (D-

SIBs)



Recently, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) retained the 
State Bank of India, HDFC 

Bank and ICICI Bank as 
Domestic Systemically 

Important Banks (D-SIBs). 

The Reserve Bank 
designated SBI and ICICI 

Bank as D-SIBs in 2015 and 
2016, and HDFC Bank 
joined them in 2017.



• What are the Key Points About D-SIBs? 

• About: D-SIBs are banks that are considered ‘Too Big to Fail’ (TBTF) within 
the domestic economy due to their size, complexity, and 
interconnections with the financial system.  

• These banks are classified based on the potential economic 
disruption if they fail. 



• Importance:
•  D-SIBs are subjected to additional regulatory measures like capital 

buffers, stress tests, and recovery and resolution planning to enhance 
their resilience and ability to withstand financial shocks.



• Bucketing Structure: D-SIBs are classified into different buckets based on 
their systemic importance scores.  

• Bucket 1 represents the lowest risk, while Bucket 4 represents 
the higher risk.  

• The RBI has placed SBI in bucket 4, HDFC Bank in bucket 3 and ICICI 
Bank in bucket 1. 



Global Systemically 
Important Banks (G-SIBs): G-
SIBs are large international 
banks whose failure would 

have a global impact.

As of 2023, there are 29 G-
SIBs including JP Morgan 
Chase, Bank of America, 

Citigroup, HSBC, Agricultural 
Bank of China, Bank of 

China, Barclays and BNP 
Paribas.  



• ‘Basel III Accord’ or simply ‘Basel III’, often seen in the news, seeks to (2015) 

• (a) develop national strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity 

• (b) improve banking sector’s ability to deal with financial and economic stress and 
improve risk management 

• (c) reduce the greenhouse gas emissions but places a heavier burden on developed 
countries 

• (d) transfer technology from developed countries to poor countries to enable them 
to replace the use of chlorofluorocarbons in refrigeration with harmless chemicals 



Europe’s 
Digital 

Euro



The European Central Bank (ECB) has introduced the digital euro 
as a new central bank digital currency (CBDC), designed to 
modernise the payment landscape in Europe. 

The digital euro aims to facilitate direct payments without 
intermediary banks or gateways, functioning as a digital version 
of cash that enables peer-to-peer transactions, even offline, 
while maintaining a level of anonymity similar to cash.



• Issued directly by the ECB, this CBDC is designed to lower 
transaction costs, including for micro-payments which are 
currently expensive with traditional banks. 
• The ECB envisions the digital euro as a counterbalance to 

non-European payment providers and a tool to 
strengthen Europe’s digital sovereignty against global 
competitors, especially US companies. 





Birsa Munda



• To honor the 150th birth anniversary of tribal leader Birsa Munda, 
Prime Minister will interact with beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri 
Janjati Adivasi Nyay Maha Abhiyan and launch the ‘Dharti Aaba 
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan’ to uplift tribal communities across 
India.



• About Janjatiya Gaurav Divas:
• Launched In: 2021
• Aim: To honor the contributions of tribal leader Birsa 

Munda and celebrate the cultural heritage and history of 
tribal communities.





• About Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan:
• Objective: To enhance the socio-economic well-being of 

tribal communities through targeted development 
programs.
• Scope: National campaign focusing on education, 

healthcare, employment, and preservation of tribal 
traditions.
• Significance: Encourages inclusive development and 

empowerment of tribal regions.



• About Birsa Munda:
• Tribal Leader: Folk hero and freedom fighter from the 

Munda tribe in the Chotanagpur Plateau.
• Contributions:
• Led the Munda Rebellion (Ulgulan) against British land policies 

and taxes.
• Advocated for tribal rights, self-rule, and ownership of land.
• Instrumental in the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act (1908) that 

restricted tribal land transfer to non-tribals.



• Founded the Birsait faith, emphasizing monotheism and tribal traditions.
• Revered as ‘Dharti Aba’ (Father of the Earth) among tribal followers.

Religious Role:

• Passed away at age 25 in 1900.
• His birth anniversary, November 15, is celebrated as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas.
• The state of Jharkhand was created on his birth anniversary in 2000 in his 

honor.

Legacy:



Student Direct Stream 
(SDS) Visa Program



• The Canadian government recently announced the discontinuation of the Student Direct Stream 
(SDS) visa program, impacting a significant number of Indian students who seek higher education 
in Canada.

• About SDS

• Country: Canada

• Launched: 2018

• What is SDS Visa: A fast-track study permit application program for students from 
select countries, including India, offering expedited visa processing.



• Features:
• Faster processing time for eligible students (reduced from months 

to weeks).
• Lower application fees compared to regular student visas.
• Simplified documentation requirements (proof of funds, English 

proficiency, admission to a Designated Learning Institution).



Solomon Islands



• Scientists have uncovered the largest coral colony on Earth 
in the Solomon Islands, offering insights into marine 
ecosystems’ resilience and the threats posed by climate 
change







• New Discovery of Coral Colony:
• Location: Solomon Islands, Southwest Pacific Ocean.
• Region and Depth: Found 42 feet underwater, near the 

Macquarie Ridge.
• Size and Structure: Measures 112 feet by 105 feet, rising 

16 feet above the ocean floor.
• Age: Estimated to be around 300 years old or older.



Features: Composed of hard coral Pavona clavus, with 
colors ranging from brown, yellow, red, pink, and blue. 
Often referred to as “shoulder blade coral.”

Discovery: Made during an October 2024 expedition 
by National Geographic’s Pristine Seas team.



• About Corals:
• Nature: Corals are sessile animals that attach permanently 

to the ocean floor.
• Symbiosis: Corals share a mutualistic relationship with 

algae (zooxanthellae), which provide nutrients through 
photosynthesis.



Structure:

• Polyps: Individual coral animals that form large colonies.
• Skeletons: Hard corals create reefs with limestone skeletons, providing habitats for marine life.

Classification: Divided into hard corals (reef-building) and soft corals (non-reef-
building).

Ecological role:

• Serve as rainforests of the sea, home to thousands of marine species.
• Play a crucial role in marine biodiversity and shoreline protection.



Thank you 
guys.
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