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* . India and the U.S. are enhancing cooperation in Underwater Domain
Awareness (UDA) through which initiative?

» IR 3T AN gt & AT AT FARRRAT (UDA) H FEIeT
P 9geT & ATEIH U 92T @ 87

* A. QUAD Naval Pact / F4a18 Q=T e
B. Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance (ASIA) / EdTI JUTTel!
3CITT IS (ASIA) .
C. §trategic Indo-Pacific Maritime Accord / T0Tsl T Sﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ?
AL FAGIAT

D. Maritime Defense Initiative (MDI)/?F{I_,ﬁ &1 9gef (MDI)



 Which Indian state has topped the Devolution Index (Dl) ranking of the
Panchayati Raj system?

- fFE R T5T o 99T TS YuTTell & RAFaor qaas
(DI) A 9gaT TATH qred foham 87
¢ A. Kerala / el

B. Maharashtra / AGIRTSC
C. Karnataka /

D. Tamil Nadu /Flﬁ?*l?l'lg'



* . Russia has developed a personalized mRNA-based vaccine for which
disease?

T A [Fg A & AT v afFaerd vAIRTaT-3menia
dFdleT RefRAaT Y §2

e A. Tuberculosis / & 3T

B. Dlabetes/II'EmF
C. Cancer / aﬂ?

D. HIV/AIDS / TI3TSdl/usH



* The ‘Bima Vistaar’ model proposed by IRDAI aims to provide coverage
for which of the following?

+ IRDAI §aRT Y¥aifad 'dfiAT RAFar’ Ase Ae=faf@a a @ e
&Hl & HaT HIAT 87

* A. Life insurance and pension plans / Siaer AT 3R g AT
B. Death, personal accident, property loss, and hospltallzatlon/iFI_q'
S Faad , WOy Y grier 3T EadTT A et
C. Crop and |vestock insurance / B8 3T tI'QI"EIT-I' STAT
D. Only health insurance / hdel TATELT e



* The Cook Islands recently sighed an ‘action plan’ to strengthen ties with
which country?

- HF HSA3H o A & A [FH QU F Y GO A FA &
forT T T W gEAER fRU §2

e A. United States/m ST TARST
B. Australia /

C. China / ©leT
D. United Kingdom /zr-rlség fRarsH



* The U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) recently
canceled a $21 million grant meant for what?

o AR WIFY TaTaT fIHTeT (DOGE)  gTel & 7 $21 AT
Ielere TR 7T 3667 & fav gg $i?

» A. Defense modernization in India / HIRA # T&T e ferahTeRoT

B. Infrastructure projects in Africa / hFT A W eIl

C. Voter turnout programs in India / ARA H AdEAT AdeH EI-TI'«'iﬁﬂi[
D. Educational scholarships for Asia /ofT & fovw Af mﬁﬂT



* The 8th Indian Ocean Conference (I0C) is being hosted in which city?
. 897 fég ARNNR ¥FAWT (10C) frd aeT & 3mafara & @r 872
* A. New Delhi / 7§ fereelY

B. Singapore /
C. Muscat / ?FIW
D. Jakarta /EH?IT-I‘f



* The J. C. Bose Grant (JBG) is launched by which Indian research
foundation?

+ ). C. 91 37eaTeT (JBG) fFH HRAT HTHYUTT FIE3SAUT SaRT Y
T T §2

* A. Indian Council of Scientific Research (ICSR) / IRAT dAIfa+
ITHYT IRYE (ICSR)
B. Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) /317-I'\'T‘EI1FI'
TSE T BTI3SAT (ANRF)
C. Indian Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) / ARAT 3oeld T
JEAT (11AS)
D. Technology Innovation and Research Board (TIRB) /Eﬁa'il’lﬁa?r
AR 3R 37U 1S (TIRB)



* The India-U.S. TRUST Initiative focuses on cooperation in which sector?

« IRA-3TANFT TRUST U fFT 81T & HEAWT W Shigd &7

* A. Defense technology / T&TT Eﬁa:!flﬁﬁ
B. Critical minerals and strategic technology / ﬂ%ﬁqﬁ gfasr 3R
Iorsifae dieaferehy
C. Renewable energy / TdHIUIT FalT
D. Cybersecurity and digital infrastructure / HTgE{ {I&T 3 Bfeed
giAIEY ST



* The India-U.S. 123 Agreement of 2007 is related to which sector?

« HRT-IANFT 123 FAET 2007 T &7 O g<faT &2

* A. Bilateral trade / a:ﬁ'qc“\:ﬁﬂ' AU
B. Civil nuclear energy cooperation / TR gJI{ATT FoAT GgaeT
C. Defense and military collaboration / T&1T AR ﬂFJ e TaT
D. Space exploration and satellite technology / 3Tde&T 3=awur 3

3qarg Sle@re
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High levels of microbes
in Kumbh river water

NEWS » PAGE €

tariff, says
Dissanayake

sTusENTS PROTEST
Odisha v:
after Nepal g

NEWS » PAGE &

rsity in a fix
zirl's death

THE ORCHESTRATOR

Smriti powers RCB
to big win over DC

SPORT » PAGE 16

Army responding
appropriately on
the border: Sinha

SRINAGAR

Sina on Monday said “the
Indian Army was gving a
betting response” amid
growing incidents of skemishes
on the Line of Controd (LoC}
pasing a fresh chalienge to
security agencies. » PAGE 4

Manipur MLAsS
get hoax calls in
Jay Shah’s name

NEW DELIE

them ministerial postions,
palice officials said. % PAGE 4

NEW DELH
Raway Minister Ashwini
Waishnaw told The Hindu that
D 1o 60 radway stations across
India, inclucing NDLS, which
handle heavy crowds had been
identified and permanent
holding aress would be built
there to handle the extra
fush» PAGES

Top Russian officists will hold
talks with U.S. countarparts on
restoring ties, negotiating an
the war in Ukraine, and
preparing a meeting between
Russian Preskient Viadimir
Putin and U.S. President
Deasid Trump, the Kremlin
s3id on Monday. » PAGE 14

Gyanesh Kumar named CEC

The former IAS officer who w
Congress had sought ..ld_|0urnm1_nl of the P\rHed panels meeting as the

the case is

NEW DELFI
lection Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar_ha ap-

pointed  Chief Election
missioner after a

under which the selection
has been made.

The Law Ministry noti-
fied the appointment late
on Monday. Haryana Chief
Secretary Vivek joshi has
been appointed an Elec-
tion Commissio

mesting of the pand Il

as
el a chie:
Gyanesh Kumar, a

1988 basch former
Administrative Service of-
ficer he Kera-

la cadre, retired as Union
Cooperation Secretary on
January 24. On

March 14, 2024, he was ap
pointed Election
Con

mmissioner.
While the Prime Minis-
ter he e selection pa-
nel, Home Minister Amit
Shah and Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahi ;andhi  are its
members.

“Partisan mechanism’
Congress sources said Mr.

the Prime Minister’s offi-
cial residence, after sub-
mitting his in

dection Commi

New rote: Gyanesh Kumar was the sen
Commizssoner under his predecessor Rajiv Kumar. FILE #HOTO

mittee had been constitut-
ed created a “partisan”
1" me-

ssume office tomorrow: H
'supume Court is set to hear a challenge to the new law under which the selection had been made

ior most Election

ty hearing and early dispo-
sal of the application in the

-<m the outser, can-
t fgnore that this com-
mitcee s in clear and direct

the

of t
Court's of March

writing.
M1 Gandhi was not pre-
sent when the names were

for
of Election Commission-
ers. The party asked the
government to seek an ear-

2, 2023 where a Constitu-
tion Bench of the Supreme
Court in Ancop Baranwal

vs Union of India declared
that the CEC and the ECs
should be appointed by a

the

sinted

say as we respect secrecy.”
This is the first time that
a CEC Is selected under

Prime Minister, the LoP
[Leader of the Opposition]
and the G [Chief Justice of
indial,” Congress leader
Abhishel  Manes . Singtel

= inie maintaiming that

“What he said, what hap-

pr
Election  C

he Chief

he court had said the

order would hold good un-
I a law was made by Par-
liament. he Centre

the Chief

and other Election Com-
missioners (Appolntment,

JShe CEC and

pened, what he
etc., is not for me or you to
speculate upon. We can't
say anything. What hap-
pened you will come to

in the next 2448

Congress treasurer Ajay

Maken, who was present at
the press conference, sal

secret meeting, we cannot

ere sppolsed by the Pre.
sident after recommenda-
tlons of the government.

w law came into ef-

fect after the Supreme
Court, in its ruling in
March 2023, ated

that a selection panel be
for with the Prime Mi-

ha, and the Chief Justice of

india.

thor
justice of India with a Un-
ion Minister on the panel
when the law was passed,
giving a dominant role to &
in  the appointment
process.

‘Consensus needed'
Mr. Kumar was the senior-
most Election Commis-
sioner after CEC Rajiv Ku-
mar. In a farewell address,
Mr. Rajiv Kumar said it was
high time that NRis were
empowered to vote from
their locations and a con-
sensus was needed for re-
mote voti echanisms
to facilitate crores of mi-
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Finance Ministry likely to increase
deposit insurance limit from I5 lakh

PMUMBAL

The Finance Ministry is
considering raising the cur-
rent lmit of 25 lakh for de-
posit insurance, M. Nagara-
Ju,  Secretary
Department of Financial
Services, satd at a post-
Budget press briefing he:
on Mo

—That (increasing depo-

with Secretaries of vartous
departments. was present
at the briefing.

The ﬂ‘l(kal s statement
comes days after the Re-
serve Bank of India placed

cae
x

M. Magaraju

curbs on the Mumbai-
based New India Coopera-

zled 1122 crore over a year
in pol-

under the Deposit Insu-
rance and Credit Guaran-
tee Corporation Act, 196!
by the Depostt tnmmance

edit Guarantee Cor-
poraxlnn under the Fi-
nance Ministry.

When a bank fails and
the RBI steps in to stop
withdrawals, the corpora-
tion acts as a guard to se-
cure the money of deposi-
tors. The corporation has
been in existence since ja-
nuary 1968. The deposit in-
surance Hmit was in-
creased to 25 lakh in 2020
from 21 lakh fixed in 1993,
following the failure of the
Punjab and Maharashtra

e l.us!od)* e Bve davs on
ebruar:
.\loney depos.xlc by
bank customers is insured

b0y Nagaraju declined to
comment on the scam at
the Mumbai bank, saying
the RBI had taken action

on the issue

Asked about the safety
2f deposits in cooperative
banks, Ajay Seth, Secretary
to the L)ep;\_rlmen( of Eco-
nomic Affai

‘Ensure
Hasina stops
incendiary
remarks’

SC puts off cases challenging
Places of Worship Act with
Centre yet to file a response

/ DELH

The Supreme Court on
Monday saw Centre
maintain a stoic silence by
not filing 2 counter-affida-

vit putting on _record its
response to a challenge o
the validity of the Places of
Waorship Act (Special Provi-
slons) Act, 1991, a law that

since independence Day.
even as petitioners and in-
terveners ralsed maltfa-
rious viewpoints and legal

Eight orders of the court
from October 2022 to De-
cember 2024, variously re-
cord the court either grant-
ing the government time to
file an affidavit or the go-
vernment promising the
court that it was preparing

The case, which was

tarting
a Bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna.

Court’s com;
During the short hearmg
on Monday. the coust com-
plained abouwt the flood of

That It was the job of e
regulator, and cooperative
banks were working well in

e cooperative banks
i1 the comary todiy are
under investigation. If
there is any weakness in
thi

right to take a decision on
the whole sector with the
action of one bank. Coop-

erative banks are working
very well in various
States”, he said.

ties were
“very tense” when the in-
terim government came to
power in August 2024, but
have improved since, par-
ticularly on normalising
tradle; = Bleigiactadtite ;Mo
refgn Affairs Adviser Tou-
hid Hossain said on Mon-

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Hossain defended the
Yum

minorities, citing a new UN
Feport that deared it of any
involvemnent.

INTERVIEW ON
» PAGES

being filed in the
case. It dismissed writ peti-
tions in which notice has

court, giving petl
berty to file applications.
The Chief Justice sasd the
court would entertain ap-
plications which raised
new legal grounds.
A galaxy of lawyers such

waram R-\J. Ejaz Magbool.
and Ni n Pasha appeared
for the various pardes and
interveners, which include

Parties that support the 1991 law sy that local courts
violation of the Act while ordering surveys of mosques. F1£ PHOTO

minority  organisations,
political parties and emi-

1991 law described it as a
bastion against the mush-

nent individuals. The rooming sults which uli-
Centre y  mately pave
Solicitor-General Tushar  the way towards re(mgres'
Mehta and advocate Kanu  sion and communal ten-
Agrawal. stons.

Mr. Raj said interven-
tions were bound t hap-

Violation of the Act
v that va-

conslnulmnal
question. ML
pearing for pe-uuonn:r g
vocate Kumar
Upadhyay. said the court
had issued notice in the in-
itial petitions as way back
as in 2021. “Please direct
the Centre to file its coun-
ter-affidavit at least in these

ns,” he submitted.

Earlier in the day, senior
adwvocate Indira Jaising. ap-
pearing for one of the peti-
toners, orally mentioned
the case before the two-
Judge Bench combination
of Chief Justice Khanna

yet to be framed.
Parties in support of the

The:
rious local courts. by or-

premises
e in _direct violation of

of every piace of worship
as it existed on Augu:

On the other hand,
these who have challenged
the legality of the 1991 Act
blame ic for barring Hin-

dus, jains, hists and
Sikhs from approaching
courts to “reclaim” their

upon by “fun-
damentalist barbaric in-
vaders

On December 12, the top
court barred civil courts
from registering fresh suits
or passing orders in pend-
ing ones seeking to “re-
temples destroy:
by Mughal “invaders~ in
the 16th century.




Gyanesh Kumar named CEC after panel meeting

The former IAS officer who was serving as an Election Commissioner is to assume office tomorrow; Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi appointed Election Commissioner;

Congress had sought adjournment of the PM-led panel’s meeting as the Supreme Court is set to hear a challenge to the new law under which the selection had been made

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

lection = Commis-
E sioner Gyanesh Ku-

mar has been ap-
pointed Chief Election
Commissioner after a
meeting of a three-mem-
ber committee headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Mon-
day. He will assume office
on Wednesday, when the
Supreme Court will hear
the challenge to a new law
under which the selection
has been made.

The Law Ministry noti-
fied the appointment late
on Monday. Haryana Chief
Secretary Vivek Joshi has
been appointed an Elec-
tion Commissioner.

Mr. Kumar’s appoint-
ment came even as the
Congress asked the govern-
ment to “adjourn” the
meeting of the panel till

Wednesday as the case is
before the court.

Mr. Gyanesh Kumar, a
1988-batch former Indian
Administrative Service of-
ficer belonging to the Kera-
la cadre, retired as Union
Cooperation Secretary on
January 31, 2024. On
March 14, 2024, he was ap-
pointed Election
Commissioner.

While the Prime Minis-
ter heads the selection pa-
nel, Home Minister Amit
Shah and Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi are its
members.
‘Partisan mechanism’

Congress sources said Mr.
Gandhi left the meeting at
the Prime Minister’s offi-
cial residence, after sub-
mitting his objections in
writing.

Mr. Gandhi was not pre-
sent when the names were

New role: Gyanesh Kumar was the senior most Election
Commissioner under his predecessor Rajiv Kumar. FILE PHOTO

discussed. At a press confe-
rence after the meeting,
the Congress said the new
law under which the com-
mittee had been constitut-
ed created a “partisan”
and “non-neutral” me-
chanism for the selection
of Election Commission-
ers. The party asked the
government to seek an ear-

ly hearing and early dispo-
sal of the application in the
court.

“At the outset, we can-
not ignore that this com-
mittee is in clear and direct
violation of the Supreme
Court’s judgment of March
2, 2023 where a Constitu-
tion Bench of the Supreme
Court in Anoop Baranwal

vs Union of India declared
that the CEC and the ECs
should be appointed by a
committee comprising the
Prime Minister, the LoP
[Leader of the Opposition]
and the CJI [Chief Justice of
India],” Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi
said.

While maintaining that
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion participated in the
meeting, Mr. Singhvi said:
“What he said, what hap-
pened, what he discussed,
etc., is not for me or you to
speculate upon. We can’t
say anything. What hap-
pened you will come to
know in the next 24-48
hours.”

Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken, who was present at
the press conference, said,
“We cannot say more. We
have put our stand for-
ward. What happened in a
secret meeting, we cannot

say as we respect secrecy.”

This is the first time that
a CEC is selected under
provisions of the Chief
Election = Commissioner
and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023.
Before this, Mr. Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu had
been selected as Election
Commissioners under the
new law.

Earlier, the CEC and
Election Commissioners
were appointed by the Pre-
sident after recommenda-
tions of the government.
The new law came into ef-
fect after the Supreme
Court, in its ruling in
March 2023, mandated
that a selection panel be
formed with the Prime Mi-
nister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, and the Chief Justice of
India.

The court had said the
order would hold good un-
til a law was made by Par-
liament. The Centre
though replaced the Chief
Justice of India with a Un-
ion Minister on the panel
when the law was passed,
giving a dominant role to it

in the appointment
process.
‘Consensus needed’

Mr. Kumar was the senior-
most Election Commis-
sioner after CEC Rajiv Ku-
mar. In a farewell address,
Mr. Rajiv Kumar said it was
high time that NRIs were
empowered to vote from
their locations and a con-
sensus was needed for re-
mote voting mechanisms
to facilitate crores of mi-
grant voters.

He batted for biometric
authentication at polling
booths to tackle imperso-
nation.



. ﬁ' Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has been appointed as the
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) following a panel meeting led by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi. ‘ ‘

& TG AAFd AT FAR F TUAHA 5 AT A
e # Yo9a doF & 96 ATT AT IYFA (CEC) FgFa
fram aram)

. ﬁ' He will assume office on Wednesday as the Supreme Court is set
to hear a challenge against the new law under which his selection was

made.

B T TUIR F IGHR AT FIA, STd_FHH FIE 3 AT Felel
$ AP GAATS FOEN HF a8 3 [@giad T TS g



* s The selection panel included Home Minister Amit Shah and Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi. However, Congress sources said Rahul
Gandhi submitted objections in writing and walked out of the
meeting. ’ ’

& Tae awfdfa & g &6 AT ag 3k Ruar & aar wge
aelt AT & FTAIh, FAT F A F FTAR, Tger e o
fAf@a 7 3T gt FAHT do g & 2

. ’ Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi has been appointed as an
Election Commissioner.

%M%gmaﬁaﬁwmaﬁaﬁgmmﬁgw
T g



. ﬁ' This is the first time a CEC has been appointed under the
provisions of the new Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election

Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of

Office) Act, 2023.
quﬁﬁaﬂ%wmmmﬁﬁaﬁ?m HET

A AIFd 3R 37 qa19 3mgad (g, a1 ot 3k
SRiFTe) Hfafaaw, 2023 & agd g8 eI

* s Under this law, the Chief Justice of Indla was replaced with a
Union Minister in the selection panel, giving the government a

dominant role in appointments.

xs'\cram?ra: T4 WA A aRd & _7qEy e
wﬂv‘sﬁﬁmﬁaﬂanﬁﬂmw a8 TWHFR &

ﬁﬂﬁ?—lﬁ#maﬁwﬁﬁl



. ﬁ' The Congress has called the new law "partisan and non-neutral”

and a violation of the Supreme Court's March 2023 judgment in the
Anoop Baranwal case.

S FAT & 57 AT Feld F "I I R-TeTy" Tqd 8
S0 g FIE & AT 2023 & IO RAqT A & hAd
&T Sedgd R T g1

. ﬁ' Outgoing CEC Rajiv Kumar emphasized the need for NRIs to vote
remotely and advocated biometric authentication at polling booths.

£ radae igH Telld FAR T gardll HRA™T (NRIs) & fow
QFT Ade AR AdGE Fal W aAAfes gaAmohetor
HEIHAT W A fe=m



* Constitutional & Governance Aspects | adurfas 3 arer et
E io.\

* V' Election Commission of India (ECI) and Its Autonomy | HRd T
TAE AT A T FARIAAT

* Article 324 of the Indian Constitution vests the superintendence,
direction, and control of elections in the Election Commission.

» ARA AU &1 3ewoe 324 TATT 3RANET &l IoATal i
eRTeT, feom 3R AT & Aafed vereT Har g




* Significance of the Supreme Court’s Judgment in Anoop Baranwal

Caselﬂ@ﬂwmﬁwm#mﬂm

* The SC ruled that the CEC and ECs should be appointed by a committee
comprising the PM, the Leader of the Opposition, and the Chief Justice
of India.

- A ¢ o e fear fe digdr 3R Iera rgerdr
fogfea gureaAEr, 9987 & adr 3 9RT & HAET FIITENeT
afAfa canrr fr S @Rl




* Concerns Over Government’s Dominance in Appointments | HYhR &

gdcd F daY Kde

* Critics argue that replacing the CJI with a Union Minister in the panel
undermines the independence of the ECI.

« 3TTCITTehl T ATAAT g Toh Jdcl H HIAATS T SEIE he g HAT hl
A HIAT AT AT H FIATAT I HHAAR P 8

¥ Need for Consensus in Selection Process | T« 9fshdr H wgAfa
O CER T

* Experts believe a broad-based consultation is required to maintain
neutrality in CEC appointments.

- AT &7 AT g foh dsd HgfEaar & fasustar s\ e @
& foIT carge ALY $r IaRThdr ¢




Finance Ministry likely to increase
deposit insurance limit from 35 lakh

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Finance Ministry is
considering raising the cur-
rent limit of 5 lakh for de-
posit insurance, M. Nagara-
ju, Secretary to the
Department of Financial
Services, said at a post-
Budget press briefing here
on Monday.

“That [increasing depo-
sit insurance] is under ac-
tive consideration. As and
when the government ap-
proves, we will notify it,”
he said. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, along
with Secretaries of various
departments, was present
at the briefing.

The official’s statement
comes days after the Re-
serve Bank of India placed

CM

M. Nagaraju

curbs on the Mumbai-
based New India Coopera-
tive Bank for lack of liquid-
ity. The bank’s General
Manager and Head of Ac-
counts, Hitesh Mehta, was
later found to have embez-
zled %122 crore over a year
and was remanded in pol-
ice custody for five days on
February 16.

Money deposited by
bank customers is insured

under the Deposit Insu-
rance and Credit Guaran-
tee Corporation Act, 1961
by the Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee Cor-
poration under the Fi-
nance Ministry.

When a bank fails and
the RBI steps in to stop
withdrawals, the corpora-
tion acts as a guard to se-
cure the money of deposi-
tors. The corporation has
been in existence since Ja-
nuary 1968. The deposit in-
surance limit was in-
creased to %5 lakh in 2020
from 1 lakh fixed in 1993,
following the failure of the
Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative Bank.

Mr. Nagaraju declined to
comment on the scam at
the Mumbai bank, saying
the RBI had taken action

on the issue.

Asked about the safety
of deposits in cooperative
banks, Ajay Seth, Secretary
to the Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs, maintained
that it was the job of the
regulator, and cooperative
banks were working well in
many States.

“The cooperative banks
in the country today are
under investigation. If
there is any weakness in
this, then it is the work of
the regulator. If there is
any weakness in this, then
regulatory action should
be taken on it. But it is not
right to take a decision on
the whole sector with the
action of one bank. Coop-
erative banks are working
very well in various
States”, he said.



. ’ The Finance Ministry is considering increasing the deposit
insurance limit from X5 lakh to a higher amount.

xgamiswaﬁmaﬁmxﬁmﬁmwﬁww
el ol

. ’ M. Nagaraju, Secretary to the Department of Financial Services,
confirmed that the proposal is under active consideration and will be

notified once ap%‘oved by the government.

# O _dar e & wia A, Ane @ gite # f& ag
mmﬁmﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂ%aﬁtma?rm“ ¥ d1g FfogRd
ST



. ’ The announcement follows RBI’s imposition of restrictions on the
New India Cooperative Bank due to liquidity issues.

S o R RSd d& (RBI) GaRT dlardar & TATIAI &
FRUT 7 F3AT F-ATRET dF W IfdaY T & d1g A 7}

. ’ The Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC),
under the Finance Ministry, insures bank deposits under the Deposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation Act, 1961.
£ @ A & ggd Buifae 3Ry U3 #fee IRd
HRURAT (DICGC) IF AT F1 1961 & fuifae Faliw vz
$fee IR FRUNLAT IWAIH F dga AT Far &




« o The deposit insurance limit was last increased to %5 lakh in 2020
from X1 lakh (fixed in 1993) after the Punjab & Maharashtra
Cooperative Bank crisis. . .

& AT AT dAT F oA TR 2020 #7 1 9@ (1993 A A9Y)
8 dgIa] X5 9@ X AT 91 U1, S« g AR ARISE F)-
AT dF he ATH ATAT AT



* v What is Deposit Insurance? | STHT S{HAT F4T 7

* Deposit Insurance is a system that protects bank depositors by ensuring
their deposits up to a certain limit in case of bank failure.

-Gm aﬁmwwﬁr%ﬁéﬁsﬁqﬂmﬁrﬁaﬁﬁéﬁ:
AT &l Teh [ATRTd TAT dh 3Tt SFTAT AR I JI&T
qa?rao—{—cﬁ%l




* v Role of DICGC | SI3MSHISIHT T S{fAhT

* The Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is a
subsidiary of the RBI that provides insurance coverage for bank

deposits.
- f3Uifole 32TH US hisc MIET ShiRIRLAA (DICGC) ARG Rerd
da (RBI)hT Teh HERIH SHIS & oIl seb STHN & [T ST

Fa¥sT YT Fal ¢




* ¥ Why Increase the Insurance Limit? | AT H&AT dela $Y
TATFHAT FA1?

 Rising bank failures have made depositors wary.
- 9¢d s AWAAN a FTATHRATT H ™fad ST fear gl

* Inflation and economic changes demand higher coverage.

WWWWW%WF@E*dM@r

3TIeThdT ¢
* To ensure public confidence in the banking sector.

o dfhaT 8T H FAdT FT {92919 §910 W & A




* /' Concerns Over Cooperative Banks | Hehr dal F1 dHy Ramw

* Several cooperative banks have faced liquidity crises in recent years,
leading to concerns about depositor safety.

TgPNT Sohl o dloldl Hehe ol THAT fhaT §,
mdﬂlchdlﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwwagﬂé%l

. Regulatory lapses and fraudulent activities have worsened the situation.
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Prime Minister receives
Emir of Qatar at airport

ding a rare gesture of hospitality, Pri

'\ﬂnlsxe( Narendra Modi on o b i
receive the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh

Tamim Bin Hamad AlThani, who arrived here on

a two-day visit to India. The Emir is scheduled to

meet President Droupadi Murmu and hold talks

External Affairs had earlier said. The tes
in the areas

of trade, ln\.\‘_q’rne . energy and culture have

continued to strengthen in the recent years.

Border Guard
Bangladesh
delegation
lands in Delhi

NEW DELHI

A high-level of Barik
the Border (.u.ard Bangla- | BsUBANESWAR
desh (BGB) reached New

Dethion for the bi- ore than 500 stu-
e | SR
level talks with the Border were forced to
Force (B: leave pus of a priv-

The talks will take place | ate university in -
between Tuesday war on Monday as tensions
Thursday. The BSF is likely | mounted fol he

to raise the attack on its
personnel by armed mis-

death of a girl student from
the neighbouring country.

creants. The Kalinga Institute of

The 55th en- X1
erallevel Border Coordina | ITy. & decmed-to e
tion Conference between | iversity, closed for all stu-

the two forces will be held
at the BSF headquarters.

Bangladeshi delega-
tion may also call on some
sen)or Union Norne h‘l:ﬂ,ls-

dents from Nepal. It left
behind buslcads of stu-
dents at the Cuttack rail-

SC to hear plea : st Bhoj
waste disposal in Pithampur

The Supreme Court on Monday decided to
gramine a ples nging a Madhys Pradesh
High Court de: to transport 337 metric
tonnes cal waste from the B 1

s of chermi, hopal gas
tragedy site for disposal in Pithampur. A Bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and A.G. Masth listed the case
for next week. Sensor advocate Devdart Kamat,

mpur were “up
aj ringing the waste to

s
The Indian delegation is
led by BSF Director-Gener-

al Daljit Singh Chaudhary, | home. issued by
while me - vistring angfs: |‘ehe KIY reait “The univer-
deshi © is headed by | sity is closed sine die for all
BGE DG major -General | the international students
Mohammad Ashrafuzza- | from Ne are here-
man sidd by directed to vacate the

icyu

The BSF said in a state- umwrsny campus imme-

t last week that the | dian on February
conference is being organ. | 17, 2035

discuss border-re- The Incident evoked

sharp reactions from the

coordination between the | Nepal

Raising demands: A viceo grab of Nepal STuGents Protesting at the.
KIIT in Bhubaneswar. SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

dispatched two officers to
ar-

ITo prevent any further

fected in e -
ally, arrangements have
n made to ensure they

ensure a smooth and B
biased investigation, Nep:

Il students have been. ad-
vised to return to thelr

Prime Minister K.P. Shar-
ma Oli said in a post on X.

Students

The KUT, which I Inlnally
took a stance on t
student issue, bacl
down following condem-
nation of its reported high-

border guarding forces. l:rrbass‘y i New Delhi has

a

press statement stating,

til the local in-

Odisha university evicts 500 Nepal
students after protests on campus

protest:

over death of a girk

lhe) were later told to return as Nepal PM intervened: Oli says embassy has (ksp.nchcd two officers to assist the students

rector, Public Relations. K1-
IT, In a statement, said,
“Police had taken a male
student — believed to have
been in a relationship with
the deceased — into custo-

Accordingly, the tempor-
ary suspension of the aca-
demic els

sal, a third- dy for questioning.”
r B.Tech. student, end-
ed her life in her hostel cist remarks
room on S Students criticised the un-

on
following _a iversity for its alleged high-

1112‘1 were set
to appear for examinations

starting in the last week of

ith
a male student. Following

this, students, particularly

hose from Nepal, February.
protests demanding the ar- They alleged that the
boy. university authorities

“We had received a pol-  passed racist remarks dur-
ing the student peotest.
“We cannot reveal her
ginl student on February Identity. But ome of the
16. We rushed to the hostel  authorities  said . the
room and tried to pacify  amount spent by the un.
students who were agitat-  iversity on swudents’ wel-
ed over the incident,” Pi- fare was more than the
nak Mlxhra. Deputy Com-  tional budget of Nepal The
of Police,

students are en-
d to return to the

care of by the university.

tured in the video,” said a
S ctios seiscdl the mo-  Seciant, whes v dropped

bile phone and laptop of  at the Cuttack station.
or hav-

the girl. Evidence was col- Those in distress
lected by following proce-  ing suicidal tendencies can
dures properly, which was  seek help and by
one of the major demands

of students. The girl's body
was pm_served n mortu-

calling: Sanfivini, Society
for Mental Health, tele-
Phone: OLI-40; . Mon-
day-Friday, 10 a.m.-7.30

he said.
Shradhanjali Nayak, Di-

Delhi rocked by second strongest
earthquake in three decades

NEW DELSI

The 4-magnitude earth-
ke that orlgnaed in

2007.
While ol.i ‘moderate’ -
latest earth-

National  Stromg impact: A man stan

¢ near an uprooted tree 3t Chaula
Kuan's Jheel Park, the epicentre of the earthquake, on Monday. #T1

process. Mr. Aishra noted
that the earthquake con-
formed with patterns pre-
viously reported in Delhi
and that it was “highly un-
likely” the city, and its sur-
rounding suburbs, would
ever experience a quake
bigger than a 6 magnitude.
While there were “faults’ —

stores of energy in the Del-
m ireglon. che

High levels of microbes
found in river water at
Kumbh, says CPCB report

NEW DELHI

High levels of faecal coll-
form (microbes from

fault, or the Sohana
Bile among them — they
were not large

Bow,”

. five Kilomesres

from the surface.

“The  4.6-magnitude

quake in November 2007
with ma-

tutlon of sclsmic activiey I ~
50-] radius of Mon-
Qay's a says that

(The quake) occurred
due to normal faulting that

barely
By because it was s a 10-

have been n

enough to
release energy beyond a &
magnitude.

Shallow q -
“In fact, the latest quake
has shown that a shallow

km depth, meaning that
most of the energy disst-
pat the time that seis-
mic waves reached the sur-
face,” o.p. Mishra,
Director, National Centre  Monday's
NCS),0k  which originated at_jheel
Park, in Delhi, according to
the agency.

i varying  quake of magnitude 4 has
Strengths,” an NCS report t caused any serious
on the event noted_ In oth-  structural damage or ca-
er words, be! Delhix  sualey anywhere tn Delhd.
surface lie vast water chan- his underiines

nels of aquifers, anclent ing new busldings conform
rivers and rivulets, and ov- 1o the latest building codes

er aeons, they erode the

gering selsmic waves In the

m and animal excrela)
were found in river water
in which people took holy
dip during in
Pl’a)zgxaj, according to a

report to the Na-
sonal Green “Tribunal

primary water quality for
bathing with reference to
Faecal Coliform [FC] at all

court on Feb:
The Principal “pench of

cluding  on
bathing days,
led to increase
concentration.” an NGT or-
der quoted the CPCB re-
port. The CPCB report was
submitted to the green

plea about the quality of
Ganga and Yamuna rivers
in Prayagraj.

“So far as the UPPCB
fUttar Pradesh

Big crowsd: Devctees taking 2 dip at the Sangam during Mahs
Kumbh in Prayagraj earber this month.

CBSE warns
against false
exam paper
leak claims

NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Se
condary Education (CBSE)
on Monday asked parents
and students to remain vi-
gilant social media
Chafins’ahoar Class 10 anl

guilty of spreading
rumours.
. SARCEER SaxEwA ~1e come to the

rected by the Tribunal in

dressed to

Board's attention that cer-
tain us  ele-
ments are spreading ru-
mours on  YouTube,
Facebook, X, and other so-
cial media platforms re-

garding paper leaks or
<Claiming access to the 2025

2025 the h. oze. Central pap-
Laboratory. UPPCE has en- - a senior official said.
cosed © £ s actively mon-

A Test
Feports. Thus, we find
the arder of the Tribunal to

Bs|
itoring and taking action
inst those responsible

Control Board] Is con-
cerned no comprehensive
action taken report as di-

file action | for
taken report has not been
the

false infoe-
mation,” the official added.
Class 10 and 12 Board ex-
ams began on Saturday.
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part of ]

4 Small, baby-like divers {6}
10 figure from the C 7.8)

11 %nd of cosl that is having right energy count (7)

12 Women mostly are tired after killing a bard! (7)

To solve this pede online,
1t ncenes e ouir cromewond site.
o Bttps qrEo.poage.tink jipTn

13 One coming in for & test runs into division like 1/2 or
3/4 (6.8

17 Metaphor is one form of address? (62,6}

20 Regularly turns to liguor to open up? (7)

23 With smite, Commie returned to mill! (7)

25 Part of a book - story about biack hustler in much
hollowed times (52,8}

Firrn to redo works (5)

Wiork with nervy, wobbly dragon (6)

§

Solidly built beginner starts to idolise cosch (5)

Exciting short period of time invested in farming (9)
Femsie parioucs. magical crystats (9

of & professor, one ot weth ok S 51
Goid generation! Leamer's winning all games in the set!

Controlling, exuding power from high ground (8)
English men in contest about floral arrangement {6}
One produces seed mostly without fuss (6)

Attraction of a counterculture icon, Most want to taste

Nice start to day® Nice start to occasion! (9)
Trembling, awful at times, say {8)

Neo is unigue! (3-3)

Employ bests in song (4,.2)

Unduly irmvolved 3 British ban (5]

Girt kept hostage by their enemses ()

Control over society? Japan i an example? {5}
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Lessons from Ramayana

We learn dharma from Lord Rama, but we also get vahsa-
ble lessons from other characters in the Ramayana, said
s f A Even the
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o
gone to the forest. ata en
words to her. The citizens of Ayodh not have lost
their respect for her. Bur she took Mantara's advice, with
the result that there was sorrow in the ki

Kaikeyl is an example of what happens when we listen
ce. It is an example of what happens when

we are overambitious. So from Kaikeyi we learn what not
Sumitra shows us that we
st react calmly to disastrous situations. From Lakshma-
Bharata, we learn of how important &t Is to serve
the Loed. Through Hamman we learh of the power of Ra-
ma bhakti. From Vibhishana we learn that if people in our

. we must ask them to mend
their ways. And if they do not, we should turn away from
them_ From the end that Vali meets, we learn that those
who break dharmic codes, will come to a sorry end. From
ride and despicable desires will

earn that we must place
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Delhi rocked by second strongest
earthquake in three decades

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The 4-magnitude -earth-
quake that originated in
Delhi early on Monday was
the strongest since a 4.6-
magnitude temblor in
2007.

While of a ‘moderate’ in-
tensity, the latest earth-
quake, accompanied by a
distinct rumble, served as
arude, early-morning awa-
kening to denizens of the
city at the broader National
Capital Region in Noida,
Ghaziabad and Gurugram
because it was ‘shallow, or
a mere five kilometres
from the surface.

“The  4.6-magnitude
quake in November 2007
barely registered with ma-
ny because it was at a 10-
km depth, meaning that
most of the energy dissi-
pated by the time that seis-
mic waves reached the sur-
face,” O.P. Mishra,
Director, National Centre
for Seismology (NCS),ok
told The Hindu.

An analysis by the insti-

[ !‘\'g:-

Strong impact: A man stands near an uprooted tree at Dhaula

Kuan’s Jheel Park, the epicentre of the earthquake, on Monday. PTI

tution of seismic activity in
a 50-km radius of Mon-
day’s earthquake says that
from 1993 to 2025, 446
earthquakes ranging in
magnitude from 1.1 to 4.6
have been reported. The
highest magnitude (M 4.6)
of an earthquake was re-
ported on November 25,
2007, which is about six ki-
lometres north-west of
Monday’s earthquake,
which originated at Jheel
Park, in Delhi, according to
the agency.

“(The quake) occurred
due to normal faulting that
supported the concept of
hydro fracturing as the
principal cause of seismo-
genesis of varying
strengths,” an NCS report
on the event noted. In oth-
er words, below Delhi’s
surface lie vast water chan-
nels of aquifers, ancient
rivers and rivulets, and ov-
er aeons, they erode the
underlying rocks causing
various “fractures”, trig-
gering seismic waves in the

process. Mr. Mishra noted
that the earthquake con-
formed with patterns pre-
viously reported in Delhi
and that it was “highly un-
likely” the city, and its sur-
rounding suburbs, would
ever experience a quake
bigger than a 6 magnitude.
While there were ‘faults’ —
fissures and rifts beneath
the earth that release vast
stores of energy in the Del-
hiregion, the Mahendrana-
gar fault, or the Sohana
fault among them — they
were not large enough to
release energy beyond a 6
magnitude.

‘Shallow quake’

“In fact, the latest quake
has shown that a shallow
quake of magnitude 4 has
not caused any serious
structural damage or ca-
sualty anywhere in Delhi.
This underlines that ensur-
ing new buildings conform
to the latest building codes
and old ones adequately
retrofitted, can insure
against even  serious
quakes,” Mr. Mishra said.




» Magnitude & Origin (digdar 3R 3cUTd)

* A 4.0-magnitude earthquake struck Delhi early morning on Monday.

* It was the strongest earthquake since the 4.6-magnitude tremor in
2007.

* The epicenter was Jheel Park, Delhi.

« Shallow Depth Impact (81 IS &I PEIC))

* The earthquake was shallow, occurring just 5 km below the surface,
leading to a stronger felt impact.

* Previous significant earthquake in the region was recorded at 4.6-
magnitude on November 25, 2007.



+ Scientific Explanation (331Tfa% gTET)

* The quake was caused by normal faulting due to hydro-fracturing, a
process where water channels beneath Delhi’s surface erode the rock
over time, leading to cracks.

* The National Centre for Seismology (NCS) confirmed that Delhi has
multiple faults (Mahendragarh Fault, Sohana Fault) but lacks energy
reserves large enough to produce a 6+ magnitude earthquake.



1.Safety & Preparedness (FY&TT IR =)

1. The "shallow nature" of the earthquake ensured no major damage.

2. Experts emphasized upgrading old buildings and enforcing seismic-resistant
infrastructure to mitigate future risks.



» Historical Perspective (RTQgT&® gechIoT)

1.Past Earthquakes in Delhi (feeell T oo 3133?‘1')
1. November 25, 2007 — 4.6 magnitude.
2.1993-2025: Over 446 small earthquakes recorded in the region.
3. Delhi lies in Seismic Zone IV, indicating high seismic activity.

2.Major Earthquakes in India (ARd & a3 aﬁ'tr)
1. 2001 Bhuj Earthquake (7.7 magnitude) — 20,000+ deaths.
2.2015 Nepal Earthquake — affected Bihar & UP, causing massive destruction.



Seismic Zone

Map of India: -2002 [T Tl T T 1T T 1 EARTHQUAKE
About 59 percent of e MAGNITUDE
the land area of India | Zone IV E . l SCALE

is liable to seismic
hazard damage

Zone V

8.0 or greater

Great Y Great earthquake that can totally destroy
communities near its epicentre

Intensity 8
Very High Risk 701079
lone Areq liable Major Major earthquake causing serious damage
o shaking 7
Intensity IX {and 6110 6.9
above) S“Oﬂg May cause major damage in populated are:
High Risk Zone 6
Intensity Vill 551060
1t dama 10 buildings

Moderate Risk Moderate - > s
Lone Intensity VI 5
Low Risk Zone Light 251054
VI (ond lower) Often felt, but only causes minor dama

1 \ \ 4

Minor
° ° B °
Seismic Zones in India 2 25 rles

Usually not feit. but can be records
by seismograph



e Geographical Impact (st PEIC)
1.Seismic Activity in Delhi (ool & sfdiar arfafafa)

1. Delhi falls under Seismic Zone IV (high damage risk).
2. Fault lines like Mahendragarh Fault, Sohana Fault increase vulnerability.

2.Urbanization and Risk (2r@dieor 3R @)

1. Delhi’s dense population and high-rise buildings make it prone to damage.
2. Need for seismic-resistant construction techniques.



Editorial

THE HINDU

Tuesday, February 18, 2025
CHENNAE

; \-axer failters
to keep the rivers clean, a Fakeshift cown replete

jon, on Febru.lry 15,
vovill SS 10 enun(eA

nance the disaster, on the back of an nse o
7,500 crore for the mels and its various iy
n
mnukeupmchmgesmmneed:ohemdem
er time, such as redeveloping a local railway

on

Officials were reluctant to confirm that people
died local

Lighten the pollution burden of thermal power States

n its first updated Nationally Determined
Conri Paris Agreement to
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFOCC) in August 2022,
India has committed to first, adopting a
climate-friendly and cleaner path to economic
second, the

Intenisiry af s GOP by 493 by 2000 ffom thie

5 level, and third, about 50%
e tric power installed capacity from
y 2030

six commitments. Currently,
has the dominant share in India’s
electricicy basket. Under the new regime, thermal
power will also have a SO% share.

An agent of emissions
Thermal power production results in a huge
amount of carbon emission. The power
producing States bear the burden of all this

0 pr
States. So, who
burdens o

of
(B1L.77%). Central sector power plants
located in several Stases, have 31.77 % "of the total
data

even as

deaths. In one particularly unfalr statement. a

Deputy Con ner of Police (Rallways)

bhmed unneceasaly‘rmhax!heNewDeWmﬂ
for

among fire sa&ry experts worldwide is that such
events occur when there is external cause for a
group to panic. whether lacking the money to
buy another ticket houia they miss a train or suf-
fering injuries due to e pedestrian condi-
tions. A preliminary probe revealed that the Rail-
ways had sold 2,600 additional tickets, and an
et St e S Ioar L SE el o

akn this mass of
ngers fo attemp to reach the wrong plat.
form. The Rai has now said that spectal

trains for the mela will depart from one fixed
plasform ¢ the station. Such interventions that
re already well known to experts — including
Scar,
ticketing, and proactive crowd control — could
have mitigated the tragedy. Many less prominent

n a cricket calendar packed with Interna-
tional fixtures and domestic T20 leagues,
Champions Trophy has managed to

endure. The ODI and T20 World Cups, along with
the 1CC World Test Championship, remain the
marquee global events. and the Champlons Tro-

phy once seemed expendable. However, the
sire for an ICC-branded tournament almast evu’y
h its commercial aj has en-
v, the

s
refused o tour Pakistan, §

Will be played In Dubal Rohit Sharma's men will

play all their Group A fixtures in the UAE, and if

they reach the final. the title clash will also be
he

re. again, a global cricket tourna-
It has bars tain o s,
that will persist until India’s and Pakis-

tan’s leaderships anhve at a broader consensus,
ies

11 Aayog
Show that Eedia Stcounes fof 30,794,386 kg of
carbon

in India are 378.21 billion tonnes, of which Odisha
Sloniasecones for 9652 billion tennak. Koo
59.12% of the total energy supply in India i
coal. In India. around 7*039‘ % O1.80,427.15 emition
its) and 1.48% (23,8: unies) of
alectri(ky ik o e e cool
natural gas. respectively, in
thermal

10 Central
(CEA). Maharashtra had the highest

capacity
$1.510.08 MepaWate or MW), followed Ly Ustar
Pradesh (26.729.374 MW) and G 26,073.41
MW In 202523, Rajasthan had the highest
renewable electricity generation capacity in India
at 22 398.05 MW of imstallation capacity. Despite

is an Associate
Pro

nd

having the highest

some States consume more their gmer:‘lon
Thermal electricity ganeunon by the National

Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) also shows

that the States producing the maimum

electricity do not consume most of it — Uttar

Pradesh, . and Ch only

P spend a small

amount of funds to develop the periphery. this &

r from com
- The National S raass Ene lsnetgy s

Teneveatile ensegy, Sa i e s
cleaner

State. Gujarat is the biggest consumer o

=or at the
Department of Science
ana Centre
fec on

4,612 MW) despite the

Energy Transition,

State’s meagre generation of 17.7 MW by the
NTPC. Gujarat and Maharashera purchase
from disfe States from what is

anc Research {NISER)
Enubanes

Thermal power

ucing
States need to
be well

produced by the central sector and in other
sectors.

Thermal electricity-producing States bear a
disproportionate pollution burden when
compared to the consuming State. Data from the
CEA show thas Tripura lns the h.ghesz (96.96%)
share of th

ecariciey in & Comcimiand siblec: Ity sa el
List Il of the Seventh Schedule of
Constitution), which allows both the central and

taxes on electricity consumption and sale.
but not on Its generation. Similarly, the central
government does not impose any specific tax on
Slecericity production.

Oct.obe 2023, the Mnistry of Power lssued

levying it saxas o dutios o ekcrrk:ty
the

ermal power

seneration capacicy. | follovned by Bihar (95,
ot 3500, Tharkhand (92 65, Dot

(S7.96%). West Benpl (B7.72 and Uttar

As
exempt from

Pradesh (81.84%). Not all the
in she Staxe is being urilised inside the State. Bihar
sold 16,529.62 MW of electricity in 2022-

NITI Aayog data show that Chhartingarh is the
highest net selier of electricity among all Indian
States with S35.29 MW in 2022-23,

ty duty levied on elecu-k_u
q:u'idzy»pmdudng States do not get any tax
revense but only the burden of

by
Madhya Pradesh (379.19 MW), al Pradesh
(153.43 MW). Rajasthan (135.14 MW), Odisha
(95.40 MW) and Meghalaya (55.22 MW). These
= lhe States where the central sector

A to pursue
and

within the
State internalises all the benefits and costs.
when the in one

State and

mgau « is the highest
37 MWy, followed by
Naharmatiire (187.50 BMW), Delhi (162.97 MW),
Punjab (60.52 MW), and Tamil Nadu (128.37
MW) in the year 2022
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Georgia and the resurrection of the colour revolutions

ith the dawn of the 21st century,
w post-Soviet States experienced a wave

of uprisings known as the “colour
revolutions”. The movements were associated
with specific colours and were largely peaceful
protests to replace pro-Moscow governments
with a pro-West government in the name of
democratic reforms. Though they were
non-violent, peaceful and democratic, the
Russian elites often perceived them to be
western-backed strategies in order to weaken
Moscow’s sphere of influence.

The most notable examples include Georgia’s
Rose Revolution (2003), Ukraine’s Orange
Revolution (2004), and Kyrgyzstan’s Tulip
Revolution (2005). These protests, on the face of
it, appeared peaceful and democratic. Still, these
movements received active help from western
governments and organisations such as the
National Endowment for Democracy (NED),
formed during the Cold War to support and
promote American social and political values.

The Russian view

British strategist B.H. Liddell Hart’s concept of
fighting “on the other side of the hill” aptly
describes such an approach which prioritised
destabilisation and political subversion over
confrontation. Russia viewed such movements as
threats to its influence in neighbouring States and
as a model that could inspire similar challenges
within its borders. This perspective extended
beyond former Soviet space, with Russia and
other powers, including China, seeing these
revolutions as a blueprint for low-cost,
high-impact interventions in regions such as West
Asia, Africa, Central Asia and South Asia.

The fate of these ‘colour revolutions’ was not
up to the expectations for which they were
brought about — that is, transforming these
States, most of them with primordial loyalties,
into a corruption-free western ally. Very soon the
changes that resulted failed to ameliorate the
situation on the ground. One set of corrupt
people was replaced by another set of corrupt
people owing their allegiance and political ideas
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Whether soft
power strategies
such as
promoting
democracy
through the
colour
revolutions are
still effective is
the question

to the West. The people gradually became
frustrated and public disillusionment over
unfulfilled expectations also arose. The long-term
failures of these patterns of transitions have
highlighted the limits of these externally-driven
democratic experiments.

The Rose Revolution 2.0

Georgia’s Rose Revolution is a pivotal example of
this phenomenon. This movement replaced the
then President Eduard Shevardnadze with a
pro-West President, Mikheil Saakashvili. Initially
celebrated as a victory for democratic values, it
became increasingly evident that the
‘revolution’s’ success was facilitated by western
backing, and the movement was given financial
and logistical support by patrons in the West,
especially the United States. Soon after the
election, the Saakashvili regime became
synonymous with corruption, authoritarianism
and undemocratic practices, further maligning
the movement’s character.

Two decades later, a similar scenario is
unfolding in Georgia. Recent parliamentary and
presidential elections have reignited passions,
with the ruling Georgian Dream party securing a
decisive and clear victory. One of the outcomes of
these elections was the change of guard in the
presidential office. The Georgian Dream Party
candidate, Mikheil Kavelashvili, a former
footballer, was elected President.

The former President, Salome Zourabichvili,
who had initially refused to vacate the office and
the presidential palace in favour of the incumbent
President, agreed to leave, calling herself the
‘only legitimate President’. She also alleged that
the parliamentary and presidential elections were
marred by electoral malpractices and corruption,
and hence ‘illegitimate’. Ms. Zourabichvili was
empathetic towards the protests against the
‘lllegitimate’ elections and joined in the street
protests.

The ruling party alleged that these protests
were organised at the behest of the West through
non-governmental organisations funded by them
— proving their contention about external

interferences in Georgia’s internal matters. This is
not without precedent. The post-Soviet space has
long been a battleground for competing
geopolitical agendas, with western-backed
‘movements’ challenging Moscow-aligned
regimes.

There is a relative downgrade in the position
that Russia held prior to its war with Ukraine, at
least in the short term. Russia is more focused on
its ties with the ‘Near Abroad’, but this narrative
often underestimates Russia’s enduring resilience
as a significant power in the post-Soviet space.

Protests in Georgia have also coincided with a
period of heightened global anxiety over the role
that the U.S. might play, with Donald Trump now
the American President. Internal challenges have
limited Washington’s capacity to engage
decisively in Georgia. As a result, the
effectiveness of soft power strategies such as
promoting democracy through colour
revolutions, is waning.

The importance of Georgia

Georgia’s strategic positioning, at the crossroads
of Europe and Asia, makes it a focal point for
major power struggles. Its geography and
historical vulnerabilities have left it susceptible to
external influences, positioning it as a pawn in
broader geopolitical contests. Georgian politics
illustrates the challenges of balancing domestic
governance with external pressures in an
increasingly complex world. As the U.S. grapples
with its diminishing global influence and Russia
continues to assert its role as a regional power,
Georgia is deftly managing its relationships with
both East and West.

The broader implications of this struggle
extend beyond Georgia, shaping the political
trajectories of other post-Soviet States that are
caught in the crossfire of competing geopolitical
agendas. Whether the colour revolution model
remains a viable tool for political change or fades
into history as a relic of early 21st-century
geopolitics will depend on the evolving dynamics
of international relations, testing the resilience of
States navigating these turbulent times.
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* In the 21st century, several post-Soviet states have witnessed "colour
revolutions”, aimed at replacing pro-Moscow governments with
democratic ones.The most notable examples include:Rose Revolution
(2003) — Georgia

* Orange Revolution (2004) — Ukraine
* Tulip Revolution (2005) — Kyrgyzstan

* Though these movements appear democratic, Russia perceives them
as Western-backed strategies to reduce Moscow’s geopolitical
influence.



» Historical Perspective (RTQgT&® gechIoT)

* The Cold War era witnessed competition between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union for global influence.

* Western-backed organisations like the National Endowment for
Democracy (NED) have supported political transitions in former Soviet
states.

* B.H. Liddell Hart’s theory of “On the Other Side of the Hill” describes
how external destabilization is used for regime change.

* The long-term impact of colour revolutions often leads to political
instability rather than democratic consolidation.



* Economic Impact (3Tfd& 73119)
1.Foreign Investments (Taceit fAaer)

1. Political instability in Georgia can reduce investor confidence, impacting
economic growth.

2. Western economic aid and IMF loans are often provided post-revolution, but
long-term benefits remain uncertain.

2.Sanctions & Trade Disruptions (Elﬁ'q;ﬁil' I AR A Wﬁﬁ')

1. Countries undergoing political upheaval (like Ukraine and Georgia) face
potential economic sanctions from Russia.

2. Economic dependence on the EU and the U.S. increases post-revolution.



« Geographical & Geopolitical Aspects (e 3T a{\-rla?ﬁﬁa;
qgel)
1.Strategic Importance of Georgia (EI'TEI'HT HT I0TITdS Hgcd)

1. Georgia is located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, making it vital for
geopolitical struggles.

2. It is part of the Caucasus region, where Russia, the U.S., and the EU compete
for influence.

3. The country holds critical energy pipelines supplying Europe, making it a
battleground for energy geopolitics.



1.Russian Response (FF T gfafsan)

1. Russia considers these revolutions a threat to its influence in post-Soviet states.

2. The 2008 Russo-Georgian War highlighted Moscow’s hardline approach to
Georgia’s pro-Western shift.



» Social Impact (ATHTTSIS THE)
1.Political Divisions (ISTsiifade fasITSIeT)

1. Colour revolutions create deep ideological divides within the population.
2.Some groups support Western democracy, while others remain pro-Russian.

2.Democratic Challenges (& dI S W)

1. While these movements claim to promote democracy, they often lead to
political instability and authoritarian tendencies.

2. Example: In Georgia’s recent election, the opposition candidate Mikheil
Kavelashvili won but faced protests and disputes over legitimacy.
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American nightmare

The data for the charts were sourced from Lok Sabha replies and U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Chart 1: State-wise share of Indian citizens
deported from the U.S. in 2025
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Chart 2: The chart shows the number of undocumented
Indian immigrants deported from the U.S. since 2009
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Chart 3: The chart shows the State-wise share of illegal
agents identified till June 2024
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Chart 4: Number of Indian immigrants encountered at the
southwestern and northern border to the U.S

Southwest border route

43,764

40000

30000 -

20000 -

10000 4

Others

T T T T
2020 2021 2022 2023

2024

Chart 5: Number of Indians who have overstayed their
visas after being admitted into the U.S. for various purposes

© Study BE Business or pleasure "0 Others

o_

2018 2019 2020 2022

2023

Source: The data for the charts were sourced from Lok Sabha replies and U.S. Customs and Border Protection



CHENNAI » www.thehindu.com - Tuesday, February 18, 2025

ext&Context

NEWS IN NUMBERS
Women who went
missing in Odisha in
the last five vears
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Mohan Charan Maghi sad that 421 women
were trafficked to other States through

trace the trafficked women, he said.

Number of settler
homes to be built in
occupied West Bank

97 says the development of

these new housing units would allow the
population of the West Bank setlement to
expand by 40% and further block the

of the nearby ey
of Bethlehem.
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advocacy, Peace Nows,
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Number of police

oﬂicers arrested in
adesh

41 The arrested officers are among
1,059 ex-policemen accused of
comenitting atrocties during

the 2024 student-led protests that led to
the ouster of prime minister Sheikh Hasina.

commissioner Harunur Rashad,

appeal for Sudan crisis
aid in 2025

In S Billion. The UN's aim is to
provide assistance to nearly 26

2023, Sudan has been beset by conflict or

cies said the civil war has
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Bengal tourism sector

GO0 :::
fiscal, of which 38 are In south Bengal, the

State’s Tourism M
projects will enta

roposals
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How did a DDOS attack cripple Kaveri 2.0?

far:
n January, web-based portal Kaveri
2.0, which streamlines property.
regsuauons in Xarnataka, faced
adic, crippling server outages.
the Revenue
vernance

the cemmge,
-Gon

due to “cechnical glitches~ bus 3
“motivated Distributed Denial of Service
(DDoS) anack" on Kaverl 2.0, which was
launched In 2023 to reform land
registration.

What happened after the attack?
sdens. KA. X
and

Commissioner ol‘S(.\mpa (GR & CS)
lodged a complaint with the cyber-crime
police. The Cybercrime, Economic
offences, Narcotics (CEN) police
registered a case under the Information
Technology Act, 2000, against the
unidentified miscreants. ~The Kaveri 2.0
during

or bots,” the FIR said.

‘What is a DDosS attack?
A DDoS attack is & maliclous scrempe to

targeted server, oF ek by
overwhelming l( u'kh a flood of internet
traffic. Unlike 2 Denial of Service (DoS)
attack, which typically involves a single
source. a DDoS attack leverages multiple

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu (©) instagram.com/the hindu

Alsruption or potential loss of revenue.
‘While DDoS artacks do not directly steal

data breaches, are executed.
rganisations tha fall victin w DDoS

amd_s may suffer reputational damage,
eir

GETTY SusGES

distributed nature of the assault. In
ary 2025, a similar attack occurred,
trafhc observed from

Certificate (EC) searches, which was elght
times more than usual Af one point, the
portal recetved 6.2 Lakh requests in just

surge in (r.nﬁc crippled the portal.
the number o

abitity to p.n)te:( agamsz cyber i
‘What happened to Kaveri 2.07

erty registrations in Karnataka? How does a Distributed Denial of Servic

challenges and behavioural analysis, can
identify and block antomated tools o
obust

ki regular securicy madits
can strengthen the security ofon.llne
services and prevent unasu access.
Organtsations can also work dosely with
rity ies to help
atracks and identify perpetrators. They
«can share information and collaborate on
s to prevent fusure
Jude having

5 Tl ol rupond
to security incidencs. For the user,
knowing about the risks of phishing and
other social engineering attacks can help
Prevent account compromises.

What next for Kaveri 2.07

The cyberattack crippled the Kaveri 2.0
portal, and registrations fell significantly
on February 1 and 4. While the portal was
restored on February 5, the DDoS attack
should serve as a wake-up call for

attack operate? How

THE GIST

-
ADDoS attack is a malicious.

crerabeiming it with a flocd of
Intemet traffic

Following the incident, K. A
Dayananda, Inspector General
of Registrations and
Commissioner of Szamps IGR
& CS) lodged 3 complaint with
the cyber crime police.
cyberattack crippled the
Kaveri 2.0 portal.
regitrations fell significartly
February 1 and 4. While the
poreal s ressorad o
Februsry 5 the DDoS atiack
=hould serve as 3 wake-up call
for ceganizations, particularky

to prioritise and
robust 3

What are other major DDoS attacks?
re are several such artacks. but most
recently Elon Musk-owned X was targeted
n August 2024. Mr. Musk reported that
nced a massive DDOS

disruptions. This artack occurred just
before his scheduled conversation with
UsS, President Donald “Trump,

of even

How can such attacks be mitigated?
To protect against DDoS attacks,

compromised systems, often infected The Kaveri 2.0 portal experienced traffic
with mluam to generate the ir: Performance issues in December 2024 fltering mechanisms to distinguish
These comy; systems are January 202S. Fake traffic.
cnllet:l\-vl)‘ Imown as 3 botnet. Such Crested, and entrics were made tto the Monitoring tools can help identify
rtacks may be aimed ac the using these unusual traffic patterns and take

site,
ek sacs th ihe meawark protocol
stack, or targeting specific weaknesses in

the system. The attack
involved 62 emall accounts o
from 14 IP add: the

preemptive actions. Enforcing rate
Emiting can control the number of
ts @ user can make mag:venome

high-profile pmto:ms to cyber threats.
In another occasion, in 2015,
baicrosot-owmed code reposliory GitHub

i to circumvent
Chihese censorship. The attack Invoived
injecting malicious JavasScript code into
the browsers of visitors to Baldu, China's
most popular search engine, and other
sites using Baldu's analyTics services.

agencies, ta

priceitse cybersecurity.

What is the Aravali safari

park prOJ

Across how many vill,

ject?

ead across? Why have several retired Indian

Forest Service officers written a letter to the Prime Minister urging him to scrap the project?

o the pon pmmues of the
ruling Bhararl).: Janata Party last year — is
env o be the world's largest safari
park. Terwevens the project has faced stiff
opposition ever since it was first mooted.

What is the projec
As per the tender viced by the Haryana
Tour| partment. the proposed

Aravall satan px park will have animal cages,
guest houses, hotels, restaurants,
audicoriums. an animal hospital.

- parks,
aquariume, cable cars, a et wrakic wieh
exhibiss, an open-air theatre and eateries.
The project has now been transferred to

X > ]

the forest department and an expert
committee has been set up to oversee it.
OF the total 3,858 hectares proposed in

the tender, 2-574 will be spread across 11

villages maining
1253 in Nub. across 1ts seven illages.

Why

The hills in the southern districts of
Gurugram Nuh are a part of Aravali,
the oldest fold mountain range in the
world. It runs =

of wildlife and plant species.

N group of 37 retired Indian Forest
Service officers have written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking to
scrap the project arguing that
project’s aim & to simply increase tourist
footfall and not the

has very Icvw forest cover of 3.6%, and

e State
natural foreﬁx and not destructive safarl
projects, the letter said.

What are the laws protecting Aravali?
Of the approximately £0,000 hectare

Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900. The
Spectal Sections 4 and S of the Act restrict
the breaking of land and hence
in hills for
B Secenaty soind 34,060 hectaren
has been nol a5 Prosecsed Forear
under the Indian Forest Act,

range. The “primary purpose of any

extending from (_hzmpaj)er in Gujaras in
the so t to near Delhi in the
northeast lof abourt 690 km. It is
ecological sficant as it combats
P 7 by checking the spread of
the Thar Desert towards eastern
Rajasthan, and performs the role of an
aquifer with its highly fractured and
weathered quality rocks

water to

construction will disturb aqguifers under
the Aravali hills which are critical reserves
for the water-starved districts of

Gurueram and Nuh (the groundwater
le\el T the two districts has

ategorised as “over-explofted™ by the

Central Ground Water o
Additionally, the location of the project
falls under the category of “forest”, which
r the Forest

an,
It is also a rich habitat to a wide spectrum

is
Conservation Act, 1980. Besides, Haryana

> frscent Raracl Clhvealions ik
the Nicobar islands._._. Similarly, the T-

(1996) extends legal prmectlnn o forests
as per dictionary meaning — which should
cover the remaining Amun |areas that are
not notified as forest
Plan-2021 for lhe Naﬂnn;\l Lapiml Region

e v mvatls and fereeos areas e Nmval
Conservation Zone® and restricting the
maximum construction Hmit to 0.5%."
sald Gurugram-based forest analyst
Chetan Agarwal. Mr. Agarwal suggested
that instead of a safari park, the
government should declare a nattonal
park or sanctuary in the Aravalis_

THE GIST

Proposed Aravak safan
park will have animal cages,
Buest houses, hotels,
restaurants, auditoriurms, 3n

exhibits, an open-air theatre

-

The hils in the southem
districes of Gurugram and Nuh
are 3 part of Aravali, the cldest
fold mountsn range in the
world,

A group of 37 retired indian

mountain range

Amx




What is the Aravali safari
park project?

Across how many villages is the proposed project going to be spread across? Why have several retired Indian

Forest Service officers written a letter to the Prime Minister urging him to scrap the project?

Ashok Kumar

The story so far:
he Haryana government’s
ambitious 3,858 hectare Aravali
safari park project spread
across Gurugram and Nuh —
which was one of the poll promises of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party last year — is
envisaged to be the world’s largest safari
park. However, the project has faced stiff
opposition ever since it was first mooted.

What is the project?

As per the tender invited by the Haryana
Tourism Department, the proposed
Aravali safari park will have animal cages,
guest houses, hotels, restaurants,
auditoriums, an animal hospital,
childrens’ parks, botanical gardens,
aquariums, cable cars, a tunnel walk with
exhibits, an open-air theatre and eateries.
The project has now been transferred to

the forest department and an expert
committee has been set up to oversee it.
Of the total 3,858 hectares proposed in
the tender, 2,574 will be spread across 11
villages in Gurugram and the remaining
1,284 in Nuh, across its seven villages.

Why is there opposition?

The hills in the southern districts of
Gurugram and Nuh are a part of Aravali,
the oldest fold mountain range in the
world. It runs diagonally across Rajasthan
extending from Champaner in Gujarat in
the southwest to near Delhi in the
northeast for about 690 km. It is
ecologically significant as it combats
desertification by checking the spread of
the Thar Desert towards eastern
Rajasthan, and performs the role of an
aquifer with its highly fractured and
weathered quality rocks allowing water to
percolate and recharge the groundwater.
It is also a rich habitat to a wide spectrum

of wildlife and plant species.

A group of 37 retired Indian Forest
Service officers have written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking to
scrap the project arguing that the
project’s aim is to simply increase tourist
footfall and not conserve the mountain
range. The “primary purpose of any
intervention in an eco-sensitive area
should be ‘conservation and restoration’
and not destruction”, the letter said. The
increased footfall, vehicular traffic and
construction will disturb aquifers under
the Aravali hills which are critical reserves
for the water-starved districts of
Gurugram and Nuh (the groundwater
level in the two districts has been
categorised as “over-exploited” by the
Central Ground Water Board).
Additionally, the location of the project
falls under the category of “forest”, which
is protected under the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980. Besides, Haryana

has very low forest cover of 3.6%, and
therefore, the State needs rewilding of
natural forests and not destructive safari
projects, the letter said.

What are the laws protecting Aravali?
Of the approximately 80,000 hectare
Aravali hill area in Haryana, a majority is
protected under various laws and by
orders of the Supreme Court and NGT.
“The most widespread protection to the
Aravalis comes from the Punjab Land
Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900. The
Special Sections 4 and 5 of the Act restrict
the breaking of land and hence
deforestation in hills for non-agricultural
use....Recently around 24,000 hectares
has been notified as Protected Forest
under the Indian Forest Act, as a
proposed offset to forest land diversion in
the Nicobar islands.... Similarly, the T.N.
Godavarman Thirumulpad judgment
(1996) extends legal protection to forests
as per dictionary meaning — which should
cover the remaining Aravali areas that are
not notified as forest.....the Regional
Plan-2021 for the National Capital Region
also offers crucial protection, designating
the Aravalis and forest areas as ‘Natural
Conservation Zone’ and restricting the
maximum construction limit to 0.5%,”
said Gurugram-based forest analyst
Chetan Agarwal. Mr. Agarwal suggested
that instead of a safari park, the
government should declare a national
park or sanctuary in the Aravalis.

THE GIST
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The proposed Aravali safari
park will have animal cages,
guest houses, hotels,
restaurants, auditoriums, an
animal hospital, children parks,
botanical gardens, aquariums,
cable cars, a tunnel walk with
exhibits, an open-air theatre
and eateries.

v

The hills in the southern
districts of Gurugram and Nuh
are a part of Aravali, the oldest
fold mountain range in the
world.

v

A group of 37 retired Indian
Forest Service officers have
written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
seeking to scrap the project
arguing that the project’s aim
is to simply increase tourist
footfall and not conserve the
mountain range.



* Background (W)

* The Haryana government has proposed a 3,858-hectare Aravali Safari
Park across Gurugram and Nuh.

* The park is envisioned to be the world’s largest safari park, with animal
enclosures, guest houses, hotels, and other attractions.

* The project is now under the forest department, with an expert
committee overseeing its execution.



» Key Features of the Project (ARITSTAT I qHEY ICEAGILY

* The safari park will include:
* Animal cages, aquariums, botanical gardens
* Hotels, restaurants, children's parks, auditoriums
e Cable cars, an open-air theatre, and a tunnel walk with exhibits



* The Aravalis are the oldest fold mountain range in the world,
extending from Gujarat to Delhi.The hills in Gurugram and Nuh play a
crucial role in:Preventing desertification by blocking the Thar Desert’s
spread towards Haryana and Delhi.

* Acting as a natural aquifer, helping in groundwater recharge.
* Being home to diverse wildlife and plant species



* Environmental Concerns (q'aﬁawﬁzr ﬁl%l'l'ﬁ’)

* Increased tourist footfall, vehicle traffic, and construction may:
* Disturb the fragile ecosystem of the Aravalis.
* Affect groundwater recharge, worsening water scarcity.
* Lead to deforestation and habitat destruction for wildlife.



* Legal Protection of the Aravalis (3Tl T mgﬁ ﬂT&iT)

 Various laws and court orders protect the 80,000-hectare Aravali hill
area in Haryana.

* The Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA), 1900, and the Indian Forest
Act classify parts of Aravali as protected forest.

* The Regional Plan-2021 designates the area as a "Natural Conservation
Zone", limiting construction to 0.5%.



« Opposition by Experts (TdIwaT T faer)

* 37 retired Indian Forest Service (IFS) officers have written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi urging the project to be scrapped.

* Their key argument: The purpose of intervention in an eco-sensitive
area should be conservation, not destruction.

* Instead of a safari park, the government should declare Aravali a
national park or wildlife sanctuary.



* Government’s Perspective (A{hIX hl Mur)

* The Haryana government believes the Aravali Safari Park will boost
tourism and create employment opportunities.

* The project aims to develop Gurugram and Nuh as eco-tourism hubs
while preserving forest land.
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Tuesday, February 18, 2025
CHENRAS

PURPLE CAP

On-song Renuka soars to the
top of the bowling chart

~

ap ing WPL

HAND-IN-HAND
Smriti and V

tt-H

notch uy

first century stand of the season

SPORTZPICSWEL

WL 2025

©Cto 141

: 10th i the history of

theleague. to help Royal Cn-lknm Bengaluru down Dethe
Capitals.

RCB, after Smriti

ana seome Devine’s 125-nan stand against Gugarat Glants in 2023,

LEADING THE WAY

BCCI has shown how women's game

can be commercialised: Sthalekar

ANOTHER ACCOLADE
Manu Bhaker wins BBC Indian

e Year award

]

FAE PHOTO: 2 RAGL

[
Star Indian pistol shooter Manu Bhaker was named the 88C Indian

the Year on Monday. Other winners: Sheetal Devi

{Emerging Player of the Yearl, Mithali Raj (Lifetime Achieve:

Aveard), Ao

(Para Sportswom:
Foward),

emert
n of the ¥ear} and Tania

Smriti’s blistering knock makes it a
cakewalk for Royal Challengers

‘The skij

adds 107 with Wyatt-Hod,

for the

- Rt &

wicket in a modest chase: Renuka and Wareham scalp three each for the Bengaluru outfit

Leading from the front: Smriti smashed 10 fours and three sixes in ner £7-ball 31 SPORTZPCSWRL

weL
VADODARA
oyal Challengers
Bengaluru landed

men came up with a near
perfect performance on
Atonday night to past their

second win in
ches In the third edi edl—
tion of the WPL. After
ling out Delhi (.apﬂak Tor
141, RCB romped home
with eight wickets and 3.4
overs to spare.

Smriti was indeed lead-

e up
with a scintillating knock

Ly some pleasing
Strokes, such as 3 lovely
pull off Kapp. as
she built a 107-run parmer-
ship for the opening wicket
l(h Danni  Wyartt-]

(42, 33b, 7x4). The duo bat-
ted Capitals out of the
match.

Earlier, it was yet again
Renuka Singh that led the
RCB attack on what Is fast
tumning out to be one of
her favourite hunting

grounds. She removed the
dangerous Shafali Verma
for a firstball duck. The
ope

But a  second-wicket
stand of 59 between skip-

sconeEsoARD
DELHI CAPITALS
annieg.c Perry b Gerth 17

@0, Arundhati Reddy ¢ Perry b

Renuka £023.3 Garth 330152,
£kta 4.0-352, Jozhitha 20210,
Wareham 4-0-25-3, Kania

128,

Batres -2, v 3: §: Tott Oor two

ez, in 16.2 0
FALL OF WICKETS

. 10.5),2-133

el o, )
12 Total lin 19.3 overs): 1

FALL OF WICKETS
11 (shafat, 02 avers), 2.60

13.3), 7-130 (Brce, 17.3), 3-130
wctha, 17.5], 9-132 (Shikha,
183)

3.2025-1, Jonassen 4-0-370,
Suthertand 2-0-18-0.

Toss: RCB; PoM: Smiit
RCB won by eighe wickees with 22
bals to spare.

Tuesday's match: Guarat Gants.
vz Mumbas Inckans, 7.30 .

hopes for the Capitals. And
Jemimah was looking in
good touch tco, with her
nimble footwork  and
sweet timing, as DC raced
to 55 for one the
PowerPlay.

But in the very next over

stumped off Georgia Ware-

The following over saw
Lanning falling to a tum-
bling Ellyse Pe

rope at the squareleg
boundary.

From 60 for one, DC
slumped to 105 for six.
There was no redem;
for Lanning's women on

this night.

Priya impresses
with her guile

Spinning a web: Priya claimed three for 25 against Warriorz.
sPoRTZRICSWPL

VADODARA

She has an excellent wrong
un. And she can get i right
quite oten, as st showed
on Sunday night in the Wo-
men’s Premler League
WPL).

Priya Mishra used her

at the BCA

um.
Priya didn't get a single
game last year.

In Season 3 of the WPL,
the 20-year-old from Delhi
could well be one of the
more regular mumbers
the side. With more perfor-
mances like this, after the
r de-

nine ODIs. Her best figures
— three for 49 against the
West Indies — came at the
very wvenue where she
bamboozled the UP bat-
ters. The experienced Ta-
halia McGrath, Grace Har-

India

but against Royal Challen-
gers Bengalur, she could
also be pushing for selec-
tion in the Indian team for

ready
‘/omen in Blue in

stumps, and we know she
bowis her googly well~
said the ex-Australian all-

Chance for Harshit to
prove his worth at CT

NEW DELHI

in theory, Harshit Rana is

Fealcy. of coxss, shere ta
in India. or ek
ewhere, with the =il and
control to fill in for Bum-
rah. From the uniqueness
of his action and release
point to the sheer mastery
over his craft, the 31-year-
old ace pacer isin a catego-
ry of his own.
That sasd, Harshit did a
decent job in the ODI se-
ries wversus England by

strapping  fast  bowl
didn't always get it right
with the new ball against
the his

But it is a testament to

brought back Into the at.
tack a Mrrle later. His dis-
missal Ducket and
Harry Brook came off
back-of-a-length deliveries,
using his brisk pace — he

coe:
committing

errors.
“With the new ball, he
conceded runs but there

ODI debut in Nagpur, for

three overs, with opener
Phil Sak tonking 26 off just
one over to lead the initial
onslaught

cw @m
*

Variety is the spice: Pacer Harshit's armoury includes a deceptie
slomer delivery. FILE PHOTO: KR DEEPAS.

has good

pace and it is not
yery easy for a batter o hit
t length.

In Harshit's armoury,
there is also a deceptive
slower ball that he will
hope to put to shrewd use
d Chami

-
Vital strike: Conceicac's goal proved the difference. s

Conceicao wins it for
Juventus against Inter

MILAN

Inter

made his way through a
crowd of players before
n'tpplng ‘The ball came to
who drove it in-

Milan ln!sed its chance to
move top of Serie A on
Sunday after losing 1.0 at
Juventus, which boosted
its hopes of a top-four
finish.

o the bottom left corner.

The results: Serie A: Frorentng
0tast to Como 2 {Diao €3, Paz 66

Jurventus § {Conceicae 70 b8 ntee

India men and women hope
to garner maximuim points

y
BHUBANESWAR

a win and a loss under
their bele, the Indian
would be hoping for a bet-

Spain in their next two
Starting with a loss to

eco
0; Parma G kost & Roma 1 (Socle.
pt

s
scored the only goal in the
74th minute of a high-tem-

two ts bel
Napoli, which was held toa

Juventus is fourth. In-

g breakthrough Pl cam: | 2.2 draw at Lazio on S

p: with Kolkata Knight | day.

Riders (KKR) last year. ter vieks Napoli ko 2 poten-
1n Hmited rick- | tal

g match in

et, a bowler must have va-
riations to succeed. You
cannot be predictable.
Harshit has the potential to
be a match-winner,” Bhan-
dari said.

Two weeks.
Juventus broke the dea-
dlock with a fantastic assist

65, Thauwin 50] bt Enmpci 0.

Espanyol 1 (Fernandes
62) drew with Athlessc Siibao 1
(Sancet 77); Rest Valladolid 0 lost
o Sevita 4 {Sanchez

(Bxcetic £2); Real Betis 3 (hetony.
51, Roca 64, 69] bt Real Sociedad
o

Sumdatiges ok lechuin o bast
o Mainz 2 Burkhardt 23, Weiper
250 Eikracht Frankdurt 3 (Lacsson
24 bt Holstein
Bremen
1 iNsoki T-0g) 105t to Holfenheim
3 iStach 25, Bischof 42, Orban 631

earn
their remaining
Area of concern

The forwards were effective

It won't be any easier
against the Germans, who
played a two-match series

against India In New Delhi
in October with the ho-
nours split even but have
struggled in the Pro League
with just one win in four
games.

The ndian ho
barely managed to retain

ir spot in the Pro League
e year, will also be eager
to recover from the heart-
breaking loss in sudden
death

Biggest takeaway
The wam's big takeaway
om the

two matches so far

e o ability to
n under
pressure and not get defen-
the sita-

scoring both
ndirectly during set-piec-

Redemption time: The Indian women will be eager to recover from
the sudden-deatn loss AZainst ENZIANG. BMARAIAN ROUT

Tuesday's matchess
Men: England vs Spain (3 pml,
inda vz Germany (730 pm).
Women: Indis vs Span 1515
P




ANOTHER ACCOLADE

Manu Bhaker wins BBC Indian
Sportswoman of the Year award

FILE PHOTO: R. RAGU

A

Star Indian pistol shooter Manu Bhaker was named the BBC Indian
Sportswoman of the Year on Monday. Other winners: Sheetal Devi
(Emerging Player of the Year), Mithali Raj (Lifetime Achievement
Award), Avani Lekhara (Para Sportswoman of the Year) and Tania
Sachdev (Changemaker Award).




Khelo Winter Games in
Gulmarg postponed

The Khelo Winter Games to be held in Gulmarg
from February 22-25, with competitions in Alpine
skiing, Nordic skiing, ski mountaineering and
snowboarding, has been postponed due to a lack
of snow. “The Khelo Winter Games has been
postponed due to insufficient snowfall. A new
assessment will be conducted once snow
conditions improve,” said the region’s Sports
Council said in a statement.




India to build first offshore airport

® To come up on
an artificial island

near Mumbai

MIHIR MISHRA
New Delhi, February 17

THE GOVERNMENT IS plan-
ning to build its first offshore
airport near Mumbai, people
familiarwith the mattersaid,as
part of the efforts to overhaul
the country’s infrastructure.
The newairportwill be con-
structed on an artificial island
near the Vadhvan seaport on
the west coast, according to
people familiar who did not
want to be identified as the
detailsare private.The upcom-
ing facility will be similar to
Hong Kong International Air-

TAKING OFF

B The Vadhvan airport
project is 125 kilometres
from Mumbai's existing
international airport

M Built on reclaimed
land, it will not only
boost connectivity, but
also avoid land
acquisition delays

port and Osaka’s Kansai Inter-
national Airportwhicharealso
built on man-made islands,
one of the people said.

In a meeting last month,
the project gotinitial approvals
from the environment and
defence departmentsaswellas

hurdle will be
ensuring that
it gets enough
fliers

M Rapid commute
options are crucial
between the new
project and other
airports in the city

the Maharashtra government,
they said. Feasibility studies
will be initiated, with Airports
Authority of Indiaassisting the
process, after which an esti-
mated investment figure will
emerge, the people said.

The Vadhvan airport pro-

M Proposed bullet
train line between
Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to make
a pit stop nearby

B Upcoming facility
will be similar to
Hong Kong
International Airport
and Osaka's Kansai
International Airport

ject — roughly 125 kilometres
from Mumbai’s existing inter-
national airport — showcases
both the scale of the govern-
ment’sambitions aswellas the
challenges ahead.

Continued on Page 18



X122 crore carried over
five years in a backpack

ANUPREKSHA JAIN
Mumbai, February 17

LIKE LAKHS OF Mumbaikars
travelling by local trains,
Hitesh Mehta carried a back-
pack to office and back for five
longyears.The onlydifference:
The general managerand head
of accounts of New India Co-
operative Bank was often ille-
gally carryinglakhs,and some-
times even crores (when
%2,000 notes were still in cir-
culation) in that backpack.

By his own admission to the
police, in all, he carried ¥122
crorebetween 2019and 2024 -
an amount that led to the tem-
porary shutdown of the bank
last Friday. While sources said
that the auditors will be investi-
gated, the modus operandi of
theoperation hascaused quitea
flutteramid investigators.

Sources said that Mehta
had given X70 crore to
Dharmesh Paun, a private
developer from Mumbai’s
Kandivali, and another 40

MONEY TRAIL

M Hitesh Mehta,
GM and head of
accounts of New
India Co-op Bank,
carried the
money between
2019 and 2024 ¥

B While 2112 crore
was embezzled
from the safe in
Prabhadevi,

%10 crore was
siphoned off from
Goregaon branch

crore to a solar panel contrac-
tor,Unnanathan Arunachalam
alias Arunbhai, who is
absconding, and is the third
accused in the case. It is still
unknown where Mehta used
the remaining ¥12 crore.
Paunwasarrested by Mum-
bai Police’s Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) on Sunday. Both

M 270 crore given
to Dharmesh
Paun, a private
developer from
Kandivali, who is
the second
accused

M It is still
unknown where
Mehta used the
remaining

%12 crore

M Another 240 cr went to a solar panel
contractor, Unnanathan Arunachalam,

the third accused who is absconding

he and Mehta have been
remanded to custody till Feb-
ruary 21. Sources, however,
said Paun has denied receiving
the money from Mehta,
sources said.The EOWis inves-
tigating the builder’s Charkop
rehabilitation project.

Continued on Page 18



78th BAFTA Awards 2025

Conclave wins best film, gz
Adrien Brody
Brody bags top honour

(The Brutalist)
PAPAL SELECTION THRILLER Conclave and period drama
The Brutalist were the big winners at the BAFTAFilm
Awards on Sunday, winning four prizes each. Conclave,
which had led nominations with 12 nods, won the
night's most coveted award, best film, as well as
outstanding British film, best adapted screenplay and
best editing. Meanwhile, Payal Kapadia's critically
acclaimed movie All We Imagine As Light lost out in
the Best Film Not in the English Language
category to French title Emilia Perez. —REUTERS

Best Film Best Film Not in the Best Director
Conclave Enghsh Language Brady Corbet (The Brutalist)
v Emilia Pérez S

Best Actress in a Leading Role
Mikey Madison (Anora)

LS R )
ry west
UG L]
AN L.

Best Actorin a Supporting Role
Kieran Culkin (A Real Pain)

Best Actress in a Supporting Role
Zoe Saldaiia (Emilia Pérez)

Best Original Screenplay
Jesse Eisenberg (A Real Pain)

Em ™
i.ﬁlu Rl UL
Best Adapted Screenplay

Peter Straughan (Conclave)

Best Animated Film

Wallace & Gromit
Vengeance Most Fowl

Best Documentary

Super/Man
The Christopher Reeve Story




Marital Rape



* The Chhattisgarh High Court ruled that the marital rape exemption
applies to Section 377 IPC, removing the legal recourse for married
women against non-consensual acts.

 What is Marital Rape?

* Definition: Marital rape refers to non-consensual sexual intercourse by
a husband with his wife, which remains exempted from criminal
prosecution under Indian law.

 Legal Status in India: Exception 2 to Section 375 IPC and Section 63 of
BNS grants immunity to husbands for non-consensual sex with their
wives above 18 years.

* Global Perspective: Over 100 countries, including the U.K., U.S., France,
and Nepal, have criminalized marital rape, considering it a violation of
women’s rights.




O1

LAWS GOVERNING
MARITAL RAPE IN INDIA:

Indian Penal Code (IPC) & Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS): Section 375 IPC
and its counterpart in BNS exempt marital rape from being classified as
an offence.

02

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005: Provides civil
remedies like protection orders but does not criminalize marital rape.

03

Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013: Expanded rape definition but
retained marital rape exception, despite the Justice Verma Committee’s
recommendation to remove it

04

Independent Thought v. Union of India (2017): Supreme Court
criminalized marital rape of wives below 18 years, but the exemption for
adult women remained.




 Arguments in Favor of Criminalizing Marital Rape:

 Violation of Fundamental Rights: Article 14 (Equality) & Article 21 (Right to
gi fnity alnd Privacy) are violated by treating married and unmarried women
ifferently.

* Consent in Marriage: Marriage does not imply permanent consent; bodily
autonomy must be upheld as per Supreme Court judgments (Puttaswamy
judgement, Joseph Shine judgement).

* Global Legal Standards: Countries like the U.K. and Nepal criminalized
marital rape, setting an international human rights precedent.

* Underreporting & Justice for Victims: NFHS-5 data shows one-third of
married women face sexual or physical violence from their husbands, with no
legal recourse.

* Judicial Precedents: Karnataka HC (2022) recognized marital rape as an
offence, recommending progressive legal reform.




e Areuments Against Criminalizing Marital Rape:

* Preservation of Marriage: The government argues that criminalizing marital
rape could undermine the institution of marriage and increase divorce rates.

* Risk of False Cases: Concerns that false allegations could be misused to
harass husbands, though studies show sexual crimes remain underreported.

 Legislative Domain: The Centre argues that this is a policy decision that
should be made by the Parliament, not the judiciary.

 Existing Remedies: Other laws like domestic violence laws provide civil
remedies, although they lack criminal deterrence.

* Cultural & Societal Norms: Some contend that Indian societal values do not
align with criminalizing marital rape, making its implementation challenging.




Exercise Dharma Guardian



* The sixth edition of Exercise Dharma Guardian, a joint military exercise
between India and Japan, is scheduled to take place at Mount Fuji,
Japan.

* Nations Involved: India and Japan

* Host Place: Mount Fuji, Japan

* Frequency: Biennial (every two years)




Project Waterworth



e Meta has announced an ambitious undersea cable initiative
called Project Waterworth to enhance global digital connectivity.

* About Project Waterworth

* It is an Al-powered subsea cable system, spanning 50,000 km across
five continents and is the longest and highest-capacity subsea cable
system, linking the U.S., India, Brazil, South Africa, and other key
regions.



* The cables will be laid at depths of up to 7,000 meters in deep waters
and advanced burial techniques in high-risk shallow waters will protect
the cables from ship anchors and environmental hazards.

* The initiative will introduce three new oceanic corridors, improving the
scale and reliability of internet networks.

* Greater connectivity will enhance international cooperation, digital
inclusion, and technological advancements.



Solar Dehydration Technology



* The Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Kanpur has introduced an
innovative solar dehydration technique aimed at preserving agricultural
produce using sustainable energy



e About

* Solar Dehydration Technology: Uses solar energy to dry fruits and
vegetables, extending their shelf life and reducing dependency on
fluctuating market prices.

e Significance: This innovative and sustainable approach aligns with
India’s broader goals of rural empowerment, waste reduction, and
renewable energy integration in agriculture.

* Farmers can store produce longer and sell at better prices, improving their
income.



Exercise Komodo



* The Indian Navy, represented by INS Shardul and P8I Long Range
Maritime Surveillance aircraft, is actively participating in Exercise
Komodo 2025.

e About Exercise Komodo

* First launched in 2014, it is a non-combat military exercise aimed at
fostering maritime cooperation among friendly nations.



* It is a multilateral naval exercise hosted by the Indonesian Navy in Bali,
Indonesia.

* This aligns with India’s SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region) vision, strengthening maritime partnerships in the Indo-Pacific.

* Enhanced interoperability with ASEAN Navies and QUAD partners.



Biobank Established in Darjeeling Zoo



* As part of a national programme, India’s first ‘bio bank’ is to be
established in Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park in West
Bengal.

 About

* It is in collaboration with the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB), under the Ministry of Science and Technology.



* The facility collects and preserves cell and tissue samples from
endangered animals, as well as reproductive cells from deceased
animals.

* These can be used for future research and potentially even bring back critically
endangered species that have gone extinct or are on the verge of extinction.



10 MCQ



 Who has been appointed as the new Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) of India?

m%ﬂ:avmamm(cmﬂ:w#ﬁmmwﬁm
AT &7

- A. Sushil Chandra / gefiel =IgT
B. Gyanesh Kumar / AT PHAR

C. Rajiv Kumar / Tr&1g FAR
D. Vivek Joshi / [ads SitefY



* Under which new law was the appointment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) made?

%WW(CEC)@TWWWW#W@
>
* A. Election Commission (Reforms) Act, 2024/37-"3' ATANIT (W)
sFfafaaa, 2024
B. Electoral Appointments and Service Act, 2023 /?-I?IF:I' ﬁ-l'ilﬁ'?l' IR
dar sfafags, 2023
C. Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023
D. Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2023 / Sfel

yfafaf8ca (gausr) sfafaas, 2023



* Which new official has been appointed as an Election Commissioner
along with the CEC?

+ CECF WY 68 I IgeFd & & A fogera & amam g7

e A. Anil Chauhan / 3Tfarer algreT
B. Vivek Joshi / Taad= aneft
C. Alok Kumar / 3iTelleh DAY
D. Pradeep Rawat / ¥&Iq J1dd



* The Finance Ministry is considering increasing the deposit insurance
limit from X5 lakh to what amount?

- fad #FreT %5 o Y STAT fAT AT B FE A i T
gel W faaR #3 @1 87

* A.X10 lakh / X10 oIl
B. X7.5 lakh / X7.5 olT&
C. X15 lakh / X15 ol
D. X20 lakh / X20 ol



* Which organization provides deposit insurance in India?
 RA # FAT AT 6T VoA gaRT Uer T SIrer §7
* A. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) / IRT Rad dF (RBI)

B. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) /

R AT AaHs 3R s wifsIor (IRDAI)

C. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) / STHT

AT 3R Ffze IR A9 (DIcGC)
D. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) / TR qﬁ'ﬂﬁ

3R R_AfAAT a1 (SEBI)



* . Where was the epicenter of the recent 4.0 magnitude earthquake in
Delhi?

- Reelt & grer &1 F 3T 4.0 AaAT F HFT FT F FET AT?

* A. Rohini / Tifgoft
B. Jheel Park / SiYeT 9Tk

C. Dwarka / qdIRpI
D. Saket / €Thd



 Delhi falls under which seismic zone as per the National Centre for
Seismology?

- T oY faeer Fg (NCS) F AR Reelt fFw awdia &
# 3w 82
* A. Zone Il (Low risk) / 8 Il (FF NTEH)
B. Zone Il (Moderate risk) / 83 Ill (AEIH NTQ@H)
C. Zone IV (High risk) / 8 IV (3TT SNTQAA)
D. Zone V (Very high risk) / 81 V (37cIT8s 3= IAITEH)



 What is the name of the joint military exercise between India and
Japan taking place in Mount Fuji, Japan?

- (R A I & i AFE Fell, S A IS @ @
mﬁ-‘crﬂ—zr.mwwamw%’?

 A. Exercise Yudh Abhyas / 37ITH Iy HFg™H
B. Exercise Dharma Guardian /3TS-'~!IW e Mo
C. Exercise Shakti / 373ITH eITed
D. Exercise Malabar / 3T3FJTH HeITdIX



* The Aravali Safari Park is planned to be developed in which Indian
state?

%Ta?ﬁwfrtn#m%ﬁmwﬁﬁmammw

 A. Rajasthan / {ToT&UTeT
B. Haryana /

C. Gujarat / Mol
D. Madhya Pradesh | AET gear



* The Indian Navy is participating in which multilateral naval exercise
hosted by Indonesia?

Wm@mmmmmmm
AT H AT of WY 82

* A. Exercise RIMPAC / 3790 R#d=
B. Exercise La Perouse / 373ITH o7 9ol
C. Exercise Komodo / 7&#IT1H
D. Exercise Malabar / 3T3FJTH HeITdIX



Word of the day

Counterpoise:
a weight that balances another weight;
constitute a counterweight or counterbalance to

Synonyms: balance, counterbalance,
counterweight, equaliser

Usage: The villain’s character is counterpoised
by the hero’s unwavering integrity in the film.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/counterpoisepro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: [kaunta(1) po1z/







King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX) ruled Thailand for 70 years (1946—2016), making
him the longest-reigning monarch in Thai history and one of the longest in world
history.



The Real Name of Is the Longest City Name in
the World
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