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from the session



 What was the Supreme Court's key concern regarding allowing
convicted politicians to contest elections?

- A FIC T S TSATHT F FoATd T5A4 F AT SF TN
mﬁmweﬁ?

* A. It would violate the Representation of People Act / g STl

yfafafaca sfafAas &1 seeaa s

B. It would lead to increased political corruption / SH& N IGEY
HSCAR I

C. It would create a conflict of interest in lawmaking / Ig et st
#H fgal &1 THUT IcTedd HM .

D. It would weaken democracy / g dlhdT I HASAIR HLIT



* According to the Representation of People Act, 1951, how long are
convicted politicians disqualified from contesting elections after
completing their sentence?

- oo gfafafes sfafazs, 1951 & R, it Te@anEt #
mqﬁaﬁﬂ;aﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ%mwm#m

SeAT STaT 872
* A.2vyears/2dY
B.5years/5dY

C.6years /6 d¥
D. 10 years / 10 9



 What was the government’s argument against imposing a lifetime ban
on convicted politicians?

- A A3 X TS gfaedy o9 & Qe EER FT a6
FAT UT?

* A. It would violate their fundamental rights / 9§ 3ol Alfd
ITAFRY FT IeaddsT I

B. Only Parliament can impose such a ban, not the courts / haed UG

T gfAaE o9 ol §, ST el
C. It would increase polltlcal instability / SHd JoTeiiTder FTEUAT
D. It would discourage people from joining politics / 3'&'9‘ CIC R GG

H AT g & gdlcaIied gt



* Which military exercise recently took place near the Russian border
involving Finland, the U.S., and Canada?

- ™ Y AT F g g & 7 Pl @ =7 A Fheds,
AR 3R FATST F FII FIHT?

* A. Exercise Arctic Forge 25 / &g Hlﬁﬁﬂ? Bt 25
B. Exercise Northern Strike / 31T 1¢el FCIgh
C. Exercise Cold Response / 37318 e REATH
D. Exercise Winter Shield / 3713IJ1H fdex efles



 What major geopolitical shift occurred in Finland in 2023?

-zozsﬁﬁmﬁgﬁaﬁamwmmﬁwqﬂaﬁﬂgm?

* A. Finland signed a defense pact with Russia / fheTels ﬁ' T & 91y
38T Ffr X gFaeR fev
B. Finland joined NATO, ending its neutrality / fiheTols & NATO EIE?-I'
frdT, gl deFydar AT 6
C. Finland withdrew from the European Union / ftheTols & 9T qY

¥ I8 g7 T GO &y
D. Finland banned all foreign military exercises on its land /ﬁﬁlﬁ?; o

I a7 A gAY Qe A= rsaray @ ufa«der o9 e



 What is the name of the new U.S. visa program proposed by Donald
Trump?

-?méqmmﬁamaﬁﬁﬁaﬁmmmmmw

* A. Golden Opportunity Visa / dMeseT g fAd IS
B. Gold Card Visa / e GO aﬁsn N
C. Presidential Privilege Visa / Sf@afraer Rfdasr dien
D. Investor Green Pass / Sed¥el el ITH



* How much does an applicant need to pay for the ‘Gold Card Visa’?

- AMes 1S dier & T TF ded N fhdedl TR F1 7w
HIAT GII?
* A. S1 million
B. $2.5 million
C. S5 million
D. $10 million



 What is NASA’s new space telescope project named?
« ATET Y TS HANET qTelleT RIS FT A1 4T 87

* A. SPHEREX
B. James Webb II
C. Cosmic Watcher
D. Deep Universe Explorer



e What does the SWAYATT initiative aim to achieve?
* SWAYATT Ugel T 3¢a39T FIT g7

* A. Promoting youth-led startups and women entrepreneurs in public

procurement / Tdslfaid TG # JAT3iT GaART HETfd FEIEHT
it Afker sgafA=t *t TomEr &t .

B. Providing financial aid for small businesses / B¢ cIqdTAT & IGLY
fadir wgrIar yeeT F

C. Encouraging foreign investment in India’s tech sector / IRd & &&

dFeT # el g & Nicaed 3T

D. Enhancing agricultural exports through digital platforms / 3foee
CACHIAT & ATEIH A FN AT F1 dgmar &



 What major environmental concern was raised regarding black plastic?

- sol%F caf¥esd A AR FiT @ yHE qIEeiT Rar sa 1$?

. Q_ It emits harmful radiation / Jg§ glatepRe TAfhIor Icaiold &IdT

B. It contains toxic flame retardants linked to food contammatlon /
gaH fa¥ar waw Rerse g 8, 3 @y :_?W q 53
C. It cannot be recycled / 38 YeTold el 1eh 0T

D. It leads to ozone layer depletlon / Ig el IR 3? &R'UT C |
HROT FoTcT &



If you tell the
truth, you
don't have to
remember
«anything.

-Mark Twain
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Delhi court seeks trial
records on 26/11 attack

NEWS » PAGE 4

UGC TELLS TOP COURT

‘New rules
to prevent

States’
BUSINESS » PAGE 12

FEDERAL TAX REVENUES
‘Centre seeks to cut
share to 40%”

be a casualty

The new law to appoint
CECs, ECs is flawed

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

FIGHTING BACK
Gritty Aditya Sarwate
leads Kerala's reply
SPORT » PAGE 17

Yogi Adityanath, stating that 3=
an MP from the State, he could
prowdly say the gavernment
30d peopie made the “Maha
Kumbh™ a success. » PAGE S

No negotiation over
annexed Ukrainian
territory: Kremlin

MOSCOW

The Kremlin on Thursday

exed de:
fully ‘controlling four
them.

“The territories which
have become subjects of
the Russian Federation,
wmd- are inscribed n cur

Viadimir Putin

September 2022 declared

are four Uk-
Pert o onr - Tainian peea C Doteat:
counery- Kremiin spokes.  Lubansk, lapnrlmla

CM Nitish allots man Dmitry Peskov told  and Kherson. Russian
e es control most of the Do-
| ieegd s ~This is undeniable and  netsk and Luhansk region
S “hesaidin but only parts of Zapo-

a phone briefing. and Kherson.
Pt Russia in 2014 annexed Ukraine has seized hun-

A day after Chief Mnsiter Nitish
Kumar expanded his Cabinet,
the Bihar Chief Secretary’s
office issued 3 notfication
allotting portfosos on
Thursday to the new inductees.
Mr. Kumar has also resh

some portfolios. » PAGE 2

Ukraine’s Crimea peninsu-

Hlegitimate by

Western powers.
After lnunching ks full

scale offensive, Russia

Karnataka CM condemns Shah’s
‘vague’ remarks on delimitation

Siddaramaiah calls Home

ler’s staterment that South will not be disadvantaged vague, asking if delimitation will follow

the latest population ratio or the current number of LS seats; previous delimitation was conducted using the 1971 Census

BENGALURU

amataka Chief Mi-
nister  Siddara-

the delimitation process
‘was not trustworthy and
almed at

su.The Chief inisters re-

came a er Mr.
Shah said at & BIP pro-
gramme

Siddaramaiah's statement comes a day after Amit Shah !peﬁr

ern States, including Kar-
taka,

amil Nadu, that the south:
ern States would not lose a
single Lok Sabha seat to
delimitation.

“Golng by the Home Mi-
nister’s vague remarks, It
seems that either he lacks
proper informaton or
there is a deliberate intent
to disadvantage the south-

nat, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra
sh”  Mr.  Siddara-

about deimitation, 3t 3 BIP event in Tamil Nadu. K. MUSALL KUMAR

current number of Lok
Sabha seats, he said. “It is
gvident thae If delimication
is carred out

Iatest population ratio, it
will be an injustice ™

Population control
To prevent such unfair-
i

Stalin alleges
Hindi swallowed

Pradesh have failed to reg-
ulate population growth
and continue to lag in de-
the CM said.

oAl
Tamil Nadu Chief Mirister MK,
Stadn on Thursday clamed
that the push for a monolithic
Hins icsenttity had “kiled
ther tongues™, and
gave a list of languages

that were “swallowed by
Hinds™ 3

the basis, following Consti-
tutional amendments, he
added.

Over the past SO years,
the southern States have
effectively controlled pop-
ulation growth while pro-
gressing

“As a result, if delimita-
tion is based on the latest
Census, southern States
may see a reduction or
stagnation in their number
of Lok Sabha seats, while

itation, it appears that the
real infent is to punish the
people of the southern
Stares for resisting his par-

est population ratio or the

ness,
exercises were conducted
the 1971 Census as

State

in  ty's 7M. Sid-
terms of development. daramaish said.
Utiar Pra-  EBITORIAL
»PAGES

s such
Gesh, Bihar, and hadhya

EU team begins
two-day
visit to India

NEW DELME
The European Union
tion on Thursday began
2 two-day visit to india. The
{altle betng watchied kmanty 28
e ba

peace talks over the war in
Ukraine. » PAGE &

EU bloc vows to
fight back
any Trump

sRUSSELS
The EU on Thursday pushed
back aganst allegations by
U.S. President Donald Truma
that the 27-nation bloc was out
%o get the US., and warned
that i would vigorously fight
ary wholesale tariffs of 255% o
3l EU procducts. » PAGE 14

On-shore hartal

ol e protnst: Boats stay DUt on Gallies beach i Aappiccha us flsharmen reepond to the call for » cosstal hartal In protest againat the.

Centre's ned for sea mining off the coast of Kerala. Demonstrations were held in 125 vilages on Thursdy. SURESH ALLEPFEY

Rescue teams
battle final leg
of tunnel in
Telangana

HYDERABAD

Rescue teams on Thursday
successfully reached w
I 50 metres of the site

Vikatan will resist
‘order that seeks to
censor’ PM cartoon

NE

DELHI

The Ananda Vikatan group

where elght persons were
crapped in

However, rescue
further delayed as they
found the stretch to be
plugged with debris, small
boulders and broken parts
of

Broadcasting (I&B) to re-
move a web-only cart

tunnel-boring

Israel will not pull back from key Gaza corridor: official

KHAN YOUNIS

israel will not withdraw
rom a strategic corridor in
the Gaza Strip as for

diator Egypt at a sensitive
mament _for:the - fraalle
truc

"The official, speaking o
conditton of anonymity in
line with regulations, said
israelt forces needed to re-

za side of the border with
Egypt, to prevent weapons
smugghing.

ceasefire’s first phase,
which ends this weekend_

begin
the Philadelphi

tack and his body was ta-
ken into Gaza. The other
three were abducted alive

rcumstances sur-

The official spoke hours af-
ter Hamas released the re-
mains of four hostages in
xchange for over 600 Pal-
estinian prisoners, the last
planned exchange of the

cm

x

thetr deaths were
not

~Our hearts ache upon

recelving the bitter news,”

Her-

zog said.

¥French President Em-

tions and adhering to the
agreement. It warned that

any atempt to pull back
from the truce “will only
lead to more suffering” for
the and  their
families

Hamas confirmed that

the October 7. 2023 artack

hiekd without charge on se-
ic

rking from buses in the
southern Gaza city of Khan
Younis. In the West Bank
town of Beitunia, dozens of
prisoners were welcomed
by crowds of relatives and
well-wisl

Isracl delayed the re-
lease of the prisoners on
Saturday ower
practice of parading hos-
tages before crowds and

ording to
Shared by Palestinian b

adly attacks against Is-
raelis were exiled.

Netanyabu’s goals
israeli Prime Minister Ben-
Jamin

ring

nald Trump,

undocumented Indians in

chains being deported

from the United States —
ns onl

remains online at the tme
of this article going to
press. magazine's

been inaccessible

the creation of a
second domain for

val of the cartoon, while

The magazine made its
case on_February 20 in
eanng Yetth: ‘tha

Preedom of speech
ikatan provided
4 explanacion that the

ter was sent

appropriate
a_ statement

ledge of the order and the
hearing with the inter-de-

i
vowed to return all the hos-
tages and destroy the mili-
tary and governing capa-
bilities of Hamas,

.
public ceremony.

The prisoners released
“Thursday uded 445
men, 21 teenagers and one

But it's unclear how Is-
rael would

chips — without a lasting
ceasefire.

some
Internet service providers
without a formal announ-
cement from the Union go-
The Hindu

Ministry issued a blocking
order to telecom operators
and Internet providers via
the Department of Tele-
communscations.

After this, the AMin
issued a notice to Vikatan's
publishers under the IT

. 2021, seeking remo-

heard Vlkanzn s arguments

against down the
Eroon tolas The. FHindu
that the Ministry has now

Prime Minister be taken
down_

A legal executive ar Vi-
katan declined to provide
details on the order and

request for comment.
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Court seeks
trial records
on Mumbai
26/11 attack

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has sought
records of the trial in the
26/I1 terror att case
from a local court n Mum-
bal

rict judge Vimal Ku-
mar Yadav of Patiala House
Court, on january 28, di-
rected the officials of a
i court to supply
the records. These records.
had been earlier sent to
umbal as proceedings of
this case were simultane-
ously going on in two

gation Agency (NIA), which
mves the matter.

A court in the U.S. had
previously ruled that Pakis-
tantorighn Canadian bual-

nessman
tradited 10 India where he
s 2008

attacks “to face justice in
indsa”

EU team begins crucial visit;
activist points to rights issues

the day. she met External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar for talks.

r visit is  being
watched keenly as it comes

against the backdrop of the
U.S. and Russia h
peace over the war in

and intense comperition,
you need trusted friends.
For Europe, India & su

friend and a strategic ally.
'l discuss with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi how
to take our str

B Tights activist

n after Ms. von der
Leyen's arrival in India,
Claudio Francavilla, Asso-

: European Commyssi

clate EU Director at the Hu-
man Rights Watch, prod-
ded her to ke up the
buman rights duatlon in
india. “In a recent hearing
o Inctia. M

Key diato
Deoi on Trmsraday, The high level European Union delegation = on a two-clay vt t the country. A

marks of the EU regarding

ln July 2023, the Euro-
had

the political spectrum reit-
erated their call for a more
vocal EU approach to Mo-
di’s crackdown on dissent
and minorities. Will @von-
derleyen & (.omn-usslone:s
finally comply, o
ere in harmeil encer
Gaked M The

called upon India to end

clashes in Manipur,
ity clhas tool b
communal  dimen-

Dough back recent e

Indian side has their argu-
ments ready in case the EU
team raises the situation
on

The rights siuadon of
Bangladesh and the cond-
ton of the religious and
ethnic minorities in that
country is also & mater

Sources hinted that the

is
Up during the Interactions.

Deep searegion
identified in T.N. for
oil, gas exploration

CHENNAL

region
of Mannar has been includ-
ed in a recent tender for
hydrocarbon  exploration
issued by the Ministry of
Petroleum
Gas.

This is a pare of the Mi-
nistry’s 10 round of the

India slams
Pakistan at
UNHRC meet
on J&K issue

GENEVA

has hit our at Pakis-

down by its military-terro-
rist mmplex 5

panies to submit bids for
its exploration rights. The
tender covers 25 offshore
areas across the coumtry,
poalling 1919868 aq Kan of
marine spac

“This marks the largest
in a single

mit_applications for their

to rare and endangered
species such as dugongs,
turtles, and marine mam-
mals.

Environmentalists and
fishermen have pointed
out that the Union govern-
ment’s push for hydrocar-
bon could

its Right
of l(eply at the high-level
segment of the 58th Regu-
lar Session of the UNHRC
in Geneva on Wednesday
to lodge a strong retort to
Pakistan after it raised the

“itis regretiable, yet un-
surprising, to see Pakis-
tan’s so-called leaders and
o du-

sult in an
damage to envil

tifully spread falsehoods
handed down by &s mil

preferred sites until July 31, and threaten the livell- | tary-terrorist complex,
202s. hoods Counsellor at India’s Per-
communitie: manent Mission to the U.N.
ronmental damage Satheesh Lal:shmznan in Geneva Kshitj Tyagi
The Ministry has of said.

potential e organt: india’s
serves in deep seaareas off  sation dealing with envi- | werful response, Mr. Tyagt
The coaws of Tamil Nadu in  ronme fssues, fears | sald It is unfortinate that
the Gulf of Mannar, cover.  thak the blast sounds fro the council’s time conti-
ing Ramanathapuram and  these essential for “wasted by a

Thoothuludi districts.

er, environmen-
talists have raised con-
u:ernsover impact of ol
and ga: ration on ma-
o T g fishing

activities.
The Gulf Mannar
re Reserve is home

surveys,
mapping oil and gas re-

serves, could T ma-
rine species.
An official from the Ta-

mil Nadu Forest Depart-
ment said that the impact
of

w©
failed State, which thrives
on instability and survives
on international han-

douts™. “Instead of Its un-
healthy abaession with In-
Pakistan shoul

on the distance from the
Biosphere Reserve.

d focus

actual gover-
nance and justice to its
own people,” he

Law trying to protect children born of
live-in relationships: Uttarakhand govt.

The
Court on Thursday orally
observed that live-in rela-

Uttarakhand  High

women and the rights of

The Bench asked the
couples to approach the
court in case any punitive

action is taken against

TUSHAR ME!
SoScitor General

tionships can be chal-
d as

them in case of
of their

surveillance”

the hearing, advo-
cate Vrinda Grover high-
lighted before the court
that the UCC Act and Rules
allow untrammelled state
surveillance and policing
of choices that fall within
the protected zone of right
to privacy.

“UCC establishes a dra-
conian statutory regime of
inqui: on and
penatisation of cholce of
parmer,” she said.

Justice Trwari asked Ms.
Grover whether the mere
of of rela-

lenge.

He stated that live-in-rela-

tionships were on the rise

even If not fully accepted
society and the law was

“1t also allows any per-
son to file a complaint to

tional morality,” Ms. Grov-
ers:
She also nhjacled gt

‘India, China militaries are
implementing resolutions
to end the Ladakh conflict’

Press Trust of India
BEUING

The Chinese Defence Mi-

documents li.ke Aadhaar as
part of the registration

present, the Chinese
and Indian militaries are

merely try
date the changing times
and ensure the rights of
women and the rights of
children born of such
relationships.
Ms. Grover replied duat
a ‘critical’ ng of the
DOE revenled that it coutd
helghten haramment 2
violenc women
Ina couples whio doo't 9
by majoritarian views.
She it added that the
law could lead to vigilan-
tism by those against live-
in

had invited any sugges-
tions from the c be-
fore introducing the UCC
and if those suggestions
‘were incorporated or not.
Mr. Mehs mitted in
courttiarnopetvacy rights
Te violated in the UCC
2nd that it was cnly & regu-
latocy mechanism to pro-
tect the interest of women
who may suffer injustice.
He also pointed out that
the statutory scheme Is the
result of wide consulta-
tions with

resolu-
tions related to the border
areas in a compressive and
effective manner,” Chinese
Defence Ministry spokes-
person Sr. Col. Wu Qfan

tion of the slmanon In east-
ern Ladakh sec
“We are l'eady to work
with the Indian side to
Jointly preserve the peace
and tranquilicy in the bor-
areas,” he added.

India_and China com-
pleted the

process late last year after
firming up a military pact
inr withdrawal of (rmpﬂ
Depsang an -
on, Ty et e fricsion
points in eastern Ladakh,
ending over four years of
freeze in ties.

After finalisation of the
pact, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi finping held
talks in Kazan in Russia on
October 23. In the meet-
ing. the two sides decided
to revive i various dia-

and <l
Deepavali in October 2024, SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

Tary Vikram Mise: travelled
to the Chinese capital and
held alks with his Chinese
counterpart Sun Weidong

Pune Police
step up search
for rape
accused

“The Pune City Police de-
ployed I3 teams, put into
service a drone and a dog

in the rape of the woman

dya, su
Justice, give saf
soclal activis: Trupti Desai

under the of
Poekign SecteraryVice M.
nister” mechanism.

for the dalay in making
arrest.

Focus will be on
accelerating disposal
of cases: CBI Director

NEW DELHI

Central Bureau of Investi-

my (Ghaziabad) in which

S0 newly recruited law of-

ficers of the agency were
g

formally inducted into ser.
vice on com

Training, he called upon
the officers ©

Customs, GST officers cannot make
arrests arbitrarily on a whim: SC

Krishnadas Raj al
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court de-
clared in a on

o
towards making thelr best

tive of working hard, Mr.
advised the offic
to work in ursuit of or-

Thursday that Customs of-
ficers and Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) officers
have a duty, like their E

forcement Directorate (ED)

people arbitrarily on a
whim.

not police officers and had
to follow a *|
old”

person without warrant on
suspicion.

“A person is said to have
a ‘reason to believe” a thing
ifthey have sufficlent cause
20 helleve thae thing, but
not

During the
the CBI chief presented
trophies, medals, and cer-
tificates to the winners of
various categories.

A Special Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna held that both Cus-
toms and GST officers were

s repre-
sents a more stringent
standard than the ‘mere
suspicion” threshold pro-
vided under a1

{power of police officers to
arrest without
under the

the one related i former
Chief

Arvind
Eefeiwals arvest i the ligqu-
policy case. In this

gard.
"hief justice Khanna
noted that figures of those
arrested under the GST

Revenue Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey
appointed SEBI chief

NEW DELHI

The government on Thurs-

day appoied Pinance
venue Secretary Tuhin

Kanta Pandey as the new

was a
power”!
The Bench referred to

recent judgments of the
Supreme Court, including

of the S
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBD.

who completes her three-
year tenure on Friday.

compel or extract tax by

axenlng arrest,” the Su-
preme Court pronounced.

The Appointments
Commistee of the Cabinet
(ACT) b

pointment of Mr. P.lndey
According to a govern-
ment order issued late in

——
Tuhin Kanta Pandey

the evening.

his appoint-
ment Is initially for a pe-
riod of three years from
the day he assumes charge,
the order said.



Deep sea region
identified in T.N. for
oil, gas exploration

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An area of 9,990.96 sq km
in southern Tamil Nadu’s
deep sea region of the Gulf
of Mannar has been includ-
ed in a recent tender for
hydrocarbon exploration
issued by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas.

This is a part of the Mi-
nistry’s 10% round of the
Open Acreage Licensing
Policy, which invites com-
panies to submit bids for
its exploration rights. The
tender covers 25 offshore
areas across the country,
totalling 191,986 sq km of
marine space.

This marks the largest
acreage offered in a single
bid round under the Hy-
drocarbon  Exploration
and Licensing Policy re-
gime. Companies can sub-
mit applications for their
preferred sites until July 31,
2025.

Environmental damage
The Ministry has identified
potential hydrocarbon re-
serves in deep sea areas off
the coasts of Tamil Nadu in
the Gulf of Mannar, cover-
ing Ramanathapuram and
Thoothukudi districts.

However, environmen-
talists have raised con-
cerns over the impact of oil
and gas exploration on ma-
rine life and local fishing
activities.

The Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Reserve is home

Potential hydrocarbon reserves
have been identified off T.N.
coasts in the Gulf of Mannar.

to rare and endangered
species such as dugongs,
turtles, and marine mam-
mals.

Environmentalists and
fishermen have pointed
out that the Union govern-
ment’s push for hydrocar-
bon exploration could re-
sult in an irreversible
damage to environment
and threaten the liveli-
hoods of local
communities.

Satheesh Lakshmanan
of Poovulagin Nanbargal, a
non-governmental organi-
sation dealing with envi-
ronmental issues, fears
that the blast sounds from
these surveys, essential for
mapping oil and gas re-
serves, could disturb ma-
rine species.

An official from the Ta-
mil Nadu Forest Depart-
ment said that the impact
of exploration depended
on the distance from the
Biosphere Reserve.




* Oil and Gas Exploration in Tamil Nadu (T-Iﬁ?ﬁﬂ? H da 3R 9
3{=d o)

* The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has included a 9,990.96 sq
km deep-sea region in the Gulf of Mannar for hydrocarbon exploration.

* This is part of the 10th round of the Open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP), inviting companies to bid for exploration rights.



* The tender covers 191,986 sq km of offshore area, marking the largest
bid round under the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy
(HELP).Bidding deadline: July 31, 2025

T I hdl Fd %*EITHELPZﬂEITrITﬂ? HT dh HT a4
g7 el ek %la’lzfravnﬁaﬁraaﬁnﬁﬁr 31 S[eli$ 2025)



 Environmental Concerns (W‘IEITUﬂq' ﬁf?l'lﬁ’)

* The Ministry has identified hydrocarbon reserves in Ramanathapuram
and Thoothukudi districts.

* Environmentalists warn that oil and gas exploration can harm marine
life and local fishing communities.

* The Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve is home to rare and endangered
species like dugongs, turtles, and marine mammals.



* Seismic blasting used for mapping oil and gas reserves may disturb
marine species.

* The Tamil Nadu Forest Department stated that exploration impact will
depend on Biosphere Reserve regulations.



» Social Aspects (HTHITSH qgel)
» Impact on Local Communities (TYTA T mgatfr QT YATT)

* Fishermen depend on marine biodiversity, and exploration could impact their
livelihood.

* Potential health hazards due to pollution from oil spills.

(FSIN FAN ST fafdrar w @At § 3 33 wor 39 e H
gifad T d&dl &

- def AT & YuUT & FROT FHIfAT FEELT X )



 Employment Generation (QST9TR Hole)

* New jobs in oil and gas sector will be created in Tamil Nadu.
 Skill development opportunities for local workers in petroleum industries.

(**leddlsﬁaﬁ}ﬁTﬂ?mﬁﬂ'@mﬁﬁﬁml
. Ty ATAF & e e seEet & sha REw F sEE)




» Government Policies (AT Fﬁﬁﬂﬁ)

* The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) encourages
foreign and domestic investment.

* Tamil Nadu state government has expressed concerns about the
environmental impact.

Waﬁﬂwaﬁtaﬁﬁﬁﬁr;ﬁﬁrmﬂp)ﬁ?&ﬁsﬂ?m
T ST Irar &al ¢
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* Opposition from Activists (Hﬂ'«'hv‘d‘ﬁﬁ CH| ﬁfﬁl‘)

* Environmentalists and fishermen oppose exploration in the Gulf of Mannar.

* NGOs and conservation groups are demanding an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) before proceeding.

**qeuTidal 3T HADIRT & Ted HE HeolR 3 FAWor &1 faer

|
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Revenue Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey

appointed SEBI chief

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government on Thurs-
day appointed Finance and
Revenue Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey as the new
chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI).

Mr. Pandey would re-
place Madhabi Puri Buch,
who completes her three-
year tenure on Friday.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) has approved the ap-
pointment of Mr. Pandey.

According to a govern-
ment order issued late in

Tuhin Kanta Pandey

the evening, his appoint-
ment is initially for a pe-
riod of three years from
the day he assumes charge,
the order said.

A INX
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BISHKEK

rzstan and Tajikistan ﬁmhse

bor(_kr deal. end vears-long spat

MyvEyzstan and Tapkistan have finalized 3 border agreement on

Thursday,

toenda 98100 Supute.

MyrEyrstan gans 25 sq.km from Tagkistan in exchange for land and

better water scoess. The

Geal includes neutral roads and eased

access 1o resources, marking » SIENIAKANE Step towards peace, am

VEENNA

Conservative-led coalition to form

govt. in Austria without far right

REUTERS

Austris’s conservative People’s Party [0eVP), Social Democrats, and
liberals formed a three-party govemment excluding the far-right

Freedoen Party (FPOel. This follows months of

regotistions after the

FPOe failed to form a gowernment. Led by Christian Stocker, it seeks
to strengthen integration and Impose strcter asytum polides.

TOKYO

Japan births fall to historic low. a

decline for ninth consecutive vear

~

Japan’s births fell to a record low of 7,20,988 in 2024, 3 decline for
the ninth consecutive year. The number of deaths more than
doubled births, highlighting Japan's demographic criziz and

e skl & sheinking woridarcn and riathe aldecy

popuiation. Japan's births peaked at 2.1 million #n 1973

S

N FRANCISCO

Amazon unveils Ocelot, its first

quantum computing chip

REUTERS

-
Amazon Web Services (AWS] on Thursday has unweiled Ocelot. its
first quantum computing <hip, designed to reduce QUANTUM error

correction costs by up to 90%. Ocelot uses “cat qubits" to suppress
e,

QUANTEM COMPULErs by up 16 five years. s

of practical

Trump to slap EU with 25% tariffs,
bloc vows to “vigorously’ fight back

The EU will react i

he European Union
g N
pushed back hard

products.
following (be vilrlolu: com-

partner further deepened
the ans-Astiantc rift thar
was already widened by
Mr. Trump's wammg that

- and immedi

inst ustified barriers to l’rec and fair trade’, said the European Commission:
‘thbkx(‘lnrtl.lh.ne butitcantbe a retali;

1. we just go cold turkey. and we win®

Srmm stance: Franch President Emmanuel Macron with Poland's

2id Tusk in Pars

Washington would _drop
security guarantees for its

push-
back came after Mr. Trump
told reporters that “the Exu-

arfier thes month. sEuT

Union was formed
Tin order b screw the Unk:

Job
Ging that it would stop im-

mediately under his presi
den. ime  Minister
Donald Tusk of Poland,
which holds the EU’s rotat-
ing presidency. went on a
counteroffensive.

“The EU wasn't formed
o0 acre mnyanes Me Toalk
said in X post. “Quite
the o pposue 1t was formed
10 maintain peace.
respect among our na-
tons, to create free and
fair trade. and to streng-
then our tansatlantic
mendsmp As simple as

to busild

“The EU also warned that
the moment the tariffs
would be announced, it
wrould erigger tough coun-
termeasures, on iconic U.S.
industries like bourbon,

Jjeans and motorcycles.

“The EU will react firm-
iy and immediately against
unjustified barriers to free

US. President
set to impose
an extra 10%
tariff on China

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Thursday
that he would imy
adde:

ahead with levies on Cana-
da and Mexico next week.
citing “unacceptal

=i

M mp d  a
nounced — then halted —
25%

that the U.S. stood ready.
“We are the pot of gold.
We're the one that every-
body wants. And they can
But bea

key: any
more. And if that happens,
we win

nadian and Mexican im-
ports this month over ille-
and

gal immigration
deadly fentanyl. But the
month-] pause ends on
March 4.

M Tavnni ke Bl
implement “recipr.
on Apeil 2. !aﬂo{ed w
e trading p.

Bangladeshi students
who led protests
launch a new party

New chapter: Students address » press conference as they unved 3
rty 3t Dhaics University on Wednesday. 48

DHAKA

Bangladeshi students who
played a key role in over-
the

includes key
from the
denes Agatnm ulsuimma
tion (SAD] p  that
spe;uheaded the Upsising

Iast year have announced a

new political party, the lat-

est grouping in heated pol-

itical jostling ahead of ex-
pected elections.

new Ganasantrik

sa De-

Chharr:
hotratc Stagent Councl,

Tormner - Prime | aMiniser
Shhaild, Hasina in Angust.
W dedicated to
protecting student rights.”
said Zahsd Al . a leader
of the group. adding they
wanted to “uphold the spi-
Tt Of the mats moverneni.

Thailand
to China,

e
BANGKOK

'l‘hall.’lnd deported dozens

ton from the United
ation

ns.
Beffing ts accused of
committing human

deports 48 Uyghurs

Righes said

in constant fear

raising concerns

the Uyghurs did not resist.
Thailand forcibly de-
ported 109 Uyghurs to Chi-
na in 2015, drawing a stern
rebuke from Washington
and the United Nations,
but had repeatedly denied
the existence of plans for 3
of

China more than a decade  new
ago and lved In constant  deportations.
fear of being sent back.
Thai national police  Global outrage
chief Kitrat con-
firmed the d tations on  tion was swift on Thursday.

saying Beljing

the return

Sbuses n lts northwestern Thursday.
region, had
the incarceration of  of 40 Uyghur

around one million Uygh-

urs and other Muslim mi-

norfties. It denies the
sons.

allegac

Constant
Fights groups had warned

preparing to de-
port a group of 48 Uyghurs
being held in immigration
centres around Thailand,
They said the Uyghurs fled

Thie s Clilese virii:
ment wrote to the Thai go-
vernment expressing sin-
cerity and their mtention
3 take care of Uyghurs,.

omising in the letter that
they will be looked after.

He added that the han-
dower went smoothly and

chief Volker Turk sald in a

statement.

U.S. Secretary of State

Rubio  slammed
Thailand, an

an ally.
On Thursday, China's
Foreign Ministry accused
political forces™ of
spreading  lies  about

Reverse flow

Falled attemp:
up on reaching the US.

s immegraticn

= Migrants spend the night in a sheter In Palengus, Panama on Wednesdsy. s they retum kom southern Me
a reverse flow triggered by the Tru e

King Charles
invites Trump
for a second
UK. state visit

Reuters
WASHINGTON

Donald

Trump accepted

political leader in modemn

times to be for two

state visits b‘) a British
narch.

British Prime Minister

the White House.
lmmedu(e)y
cep(ed(henwlmho

wer
Trump responded elting
Mr. Starmer that

nouring the country

10 injured as vehicle
rams pedestrians in
‘terror hit’ in Israel

JERUSALEM

A »ehicle rammed into
ns in northern Is-
Facl on Thursday in what

south of the city of Haifa,
police sasd.

The suspect was a ~53-
year-old Palestinian from
in Israel unlawful

o an Israell citi-
zen~, police said.
findings

Gene Hackman, Oscar-winning actor, and
his wife found dead at New Mexico home

SANTA FE
Oscar-winning actor Gene
Hackman, his wife and
authorities said on

Foul play was not
pected, but auhorities did

police ribed as a “sus-
pected terror attack™, leav-
ing ar least 10 people
medics.

~There is suspicion that
this is a terror attack. Polk
ice forces successfully in-

~Preliminary
that he
Iy targeted civilians waiting
ar a bus stop.” &t added.
Dubbed “fron Wall” by
the fsraeli military. the op-
eration came day= after a
* flect in Ga-

tercepted a suspicious veh-
scle, a
person sus o be res:

e Junction
cm

not how they died
and said an investigation

Sheriff's Office spokesper-

finest actors of his genera-
tion, appearing as villains,
heroes and antthercesin
dozens of dramas, come-
las and action fkns from
the 1960s until his retire-
ment in the early 2

He was a five-time Oscar

nominee who won for The
French Connection in 1972

nesday, Santa Fe County

1, wrote
three novels, starting with

the swashbuckler, Wake of

Gene Hackman

the Perdido Star, with Da-
niel Lenihan in 1999, ac-
cording to publisher Simon
& sSchuster. He then
penned two by himself,
concluding with Pursuit in
2013,

In recent years, he was

far less visible in public.

Jailed PKK founder
calls for dissolution
of his militant group

ISTANBU

Jelea PXIC oumder Abdul-

Thur
Clied for his Hurdish il
tant group to lay down its

reported on him
gas, doing yard work and
getting a chicken sandwich
ar Wendy's in 2023.
Aside from appearances
e mmrde. showe, bel was
rarely seen in the -
eood social cinculs and re-
tired from acting abowut 20
years ago. His was e e
that

a itself
in a landmark declaratton
read out in Istanbul.
~All groups must lay
down their arms and PKK
dissolve itself,” he

been held in solitary con-

by
actually lasted.

since 1999
His words were read out

Abduliah Ocalan

by a delegation from the
pPro-Kurdish DEM party
who visited him on Thurs-

day. the declaration spark-
ng spontancous applause
InSiaE the packed




SAN FRANCISCO

Amazon unveils Ocelot, its first
quantum computing chip

REUTERS

A

Amazon Web Services (AWS) on Thursday has unveiled Ocelot, its
first quantum computing chip, designed to reduce quantum error
correction costs by up to 90%. Ocelot uses “cat qubits” to suppress
errors, potentially accelerating the development of practical
quantum computers by up to five years. arp



Ocelot (Amazon Web Services - AWS)

e A prototype quantum chip that
iImproves error correction using

"cat" qubits. Willow (Google Quantum AI)
Reduces hardware requirements e Breakthrough in quantum error
by requiring only nine physical correction, enabling scalable
qubits per logical qubit. quantum computing.

e Reduces errors exponentially as it
scales, moving closer to practical
quantum machines.

Majorana 1 (Microsoft Azure Quantum) e Google's Sycamore 2 — Achieved

e Uses a new topological quantum quantum supremacy by solving
state, neither solid, liquid, nor gas. problems in seconds that classical

e Enhances qubit reliability through computers would take thousands
Majorana-based qubits, improving of years to compute.

stability.



TOKYO

Japan births fall to historic low, a
decline for ninth consecutive year

N

Japan’s births fell to a record low of 7,20,988 in 2024, a decline for
the ninth consecutive year. The number of deaths more than
doubled births, highlighting Japan’s demographic crisis and
economic challenges amid a shrinking workforce and rising elderly
population. Japan’s births peaked at 2.1 million in 1973. arp



TO COUNTER CHINA’S DOMINANCE

India hunts for critical
minerals in Congo,
Zambia, Australia

NEHA ARORA
New Delhi, February 27

INDIA IS EXPLORING mining
of critical minerals in Zambia,
Congo and Australia, mines
secretary VL Kantha Rao said
on Thursday, as the world’s
fastest-growing major econ-
omy aims to secure raw mate-
rials such as lithium.

Companies like Coal India,
NMDC and ONGC Videsh are
exploring critical minerals in
Australia, Rao said.

The move comes as the
country is taking efforts to
reduceitsreliance onimportsof
mineralssuchaslithium,keyto
energytransitiontechnologies.

India is still in the process
of developing lithium process-
ing technology, a sector pre-
dominantly led by China.

The Zambian government
has recently agreed to give
9,000 sq kilometres to India for
exploration of cobalt and cop-
per,Raosaid ina media confer-
ence,adding that India is also
looking at Congo, Tanzania for
mining critical minerals.

Meanwhile,mines minister
G Kishan Reddy said the coun-

GROWTH AREA

® The move comes as
India is taking efforts
to reduce its reliance
on imports of minerals

m Zambia has recently
agreed to give 9,000

sq km for exploration
of cobalt and coppers

m India is still in the
process of developing
lithium processing
technology

try has decided to explore
lithiumreservesin Jammuand
Kashmir and clarity on this is
expected by May 2025.

The government in Febru-
ary 2023 found its firstlithium
deposits in Jammu and Kash-
mirwith estimated reserves of
5.9 million metric tonne, but
has failed to get any bids to
auction mining rights in the
state.In 2023,

India identified over 20
minerals,includinglithium,as
“critical” for its energy transi-
tion efforts and to meet the
growing demand from indus-

W This sector is predominantly
led by China

tries and the infrastructure
sector.

Govt extends
deadline for offshore
mineral blocks’

India has extended the
deadline for bidding for off-
shore mineral blocks by one
month, an official with the
country’s mines ministry said
on Thursday. India in Novem-
ber launched the auction of
13 offshore mineral blocks
worth more than
%1.5 trillion. REUTERS



* India's Search for Critical Minerals (HIXd T ?FIW'CI'UT gfasr
el #§ 9I1H)

* India is exploring mining of lithium, cobalt, and copper in Zambia,
Congo, and Australia.

e Coal India, NMDC, and ONGC Videsh are leading these exploration
efforts.

* The move aims to reduce India’s dependence on mineral imports,
especially from China.

* ¥ ST, H g, S
f‘lﬁﬂgﬁwﬁmchiﬂf‘éw FIATeE 3
W@S_‘%‘«'IJT tauAsiEl AR v fager 5@ @ier @1 Adcd
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» Importance of Lithium (I &1 AgA)

* Lithium is crucial for energy transition technologies, including electric
vehicles (EVs) and battery storage.

* India discovered lithium reserves of 5.9 million metric tonnes in Jammu
& Kashmir (2023), but mining has not started yet.

* India lacks lithium processing technology, which is currently dominated
by China.



» Zambia and Africa’s Role (JTf&<dr 31X 3rshrapT &Y 3{\%3»‘[)

e Zambia has offered 9,000 sq km for cobalt and copper exploration to
India.

* Congo and Tanzania are also under consideration for mining
partnerships.

 Africa has rich reserves of critical minerals, making it a strategic region
for India's raw material security.



« . Social Aspects (HTHITSH qgel)

* Employment Generation: Large-scale mining in Africa and India could
create job opportunities in both regions.

* Environmental Concerns: Mining operations can affect local
communities, leading to displacement and ecological damage.

* Energy Transition Benefits: Lithium mining will help in reducing carbon
emissions by promoting EVs and renewable energy storage.



» Political Aspects (JTSTeliTde qﬁ)

* Reducing Dependence on China: India’s mining push is strategically
aimed at countering China’s dominance in critical minerals.

* International Collaboration: Strengthening India-Africa partnerships
and global outreach in mineral diplomacy.

* National Security Considerations: Ensuring a steady supply of critical
minerals is crucial for defense and technology sectors



. . Geographical Aspects ($lmfers qEel)

* Mining in Africa: Zambia, Congo, and Tanzania have abundant reserves
of lithium, cobalt, and copper.

* Australia as an Alternative: India is also collaborating with Australia for
lithium mining, reducing dependency on China.

* Jammu & Kashmir Reserves: The discovery of lithium in J&K is a game-
changer, but operational challenges remain.



* Economic Aspects (3T qg)

* Boost to Electric Vehicle Industry: Domestic lithium mining will reduce
EV battery costs, making EVs more affordable.

* Foreign Exchange Savings: India spends billions on lithium imports, and
local mining will cut import bills significantly.

e Offshore Mineral Auctions: India has extended bidding for offshore
mineral blocks worth X1.5 trillion, ensuring global investor
participation.
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NEW IMAGE ALERT

Aditya-L1 unlocks
solar flare secrets

NEWS » PAGE 3

“Universities
can lose !
recognitionis
over violations’

sEEKNG SOLUTION
Talks with farmers to
be held on March 19

A week since, the men

still await rescue

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

CHAMPIONS TROPHY
Australia in semifinal
after a washout

SPORT » PAGE 14

22 miissing after avalanche hits BRO project site

Of 55 civilians at the

NEW DELI

n a life-or-death race

and the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police are working to
save 22 workers who are
feared to be trapped be-
neath the ice after a devas-
tating glacier avalanche hit
a Border Roads Org;

anisa-
don (BRO) project site at

there were 57
workers present at the af-
fected site where BRO con-
struction work has been
ongoing for the past two
st

ars.

Chamoli district’s Disas-
ter Response Officer Nand-
kishore Joshi said that the

uous snowfall in the area
for the past 48 hours,” he
said, adding that while ma-
ny of the workers managed
to run out of the sheds, ma-

der Mandeep Dhillon said
that a dedicated rescue

has been deployed in Mana
village since & a.m. They

snowfall hind

e in Uttarakhand, 10 have C i
been rescued, says Army; 23 believed to be safe

efforts to rescue
workers trapped under a ‘mountain of ice”

Meroic task: Army personnel engaged in rescue worck followsng an avalanche that struck 2 camp near

Mana wilage in Cham.

are equipped with a spe-
cialised medical team and
uipment.

district of Uttarakhand, on Friday. £T1

mains ongoing. with all re-

had managed to trace the
whereabouts of one more
worker and clarified that
other workers had
been on leave.
Injured workers have
been admitted to the army

IMD has issued an advisory on possibility of

further hes in

districts

hospizal in Mana, accord-
Ing 1o a statement from the

Disaster Response
The doctors have
stitched up a couple of the
rescued workers who suf-
fered grievous injuries on
their heads and other parts
of the body.

Adverse weather
The rescue operations
were forced to stop multi-

logical Department has is-
sued an ry on the
snowfall and the posstbili-
ty of further avalanches in
mountainous  districts,
along

also ssued two helpline
con-

Gunat willage in Shinsr Tensil of
Pune district around 1 a.m. on

Friday. has been sent to police
custody for 12 days. » PAGE 3

BRO and other

Describing it as a tragic
incident, Defence Minister

nister and taken stock of
the situation.

Delhi used less
than 75% COVID
funds: CAG report

NEW DELEI
The Dethi gowernment used
less than 5% of the funds
released by the Centre to
tackie the COVID-18 pandemic
in the capital, according to »
P and Auditor

GDP grows 6.2% on
rising government,

consumer

spending

Slow rebound

ez the annual groe

th rate of GOP at cc

BMUMBAIL

india’s real Gross Domestic
Produce (GDP) grew 6.2%
in the October to Decem-
ber 2034 pesiod, the third
Quarter of the fiscal year,

om the

ng up pac
s Browth recorded in

tion expenditure In the
third quarter, compared o
Just 23% and 5.7%. respec-
tively, in the same period

1 year. EXports too rose
10.4% in the the third quar-
ter of 2024-25, significantly
higher than 3% growth the
previous year.

1mports siid 1.1%, enter-

the pr quarter, ac-  ing negative territory. Ex-
cording to data rele. perts say this can partly be
the 03 S or w©

tional
fice (NSO) on Friday.

However, this was con-
skderably slower than it

tion of the rupee.
'he increase in govern-

9.5%

ppei
B vt trailod ahe Re.
serve Bank of India’s esti-
mates by 0.2 percentage

ment and private con-
the same et the slow-

down r:

me. y the growth of

gely indicat-
ed by several high-frequen-  Th 1y grew at 6.5%

macroeconomic  and 5.6% in the frst two
Indicators, including - quarters of the current fis.

proved Gs
public spending, electrict.
ty generation. and a recov-

briefing.
looks ambitious, he said it
could be doable if three

factors fall in place: a spike
in exports, higher capex
pickup, and huge private

WASHINGTON

President Donald
Trump and Ukrainian lead-

Meart to heart: US. President Donald Trump and Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy st the White Mouse Oval Office on Fricy. a=e

General [CAG) report in the
Assembly on Friday. » PAGE &

Interest on PF
deposits to be
retained at 8.25%

NEW DELEI
The Employees’ Prowdent
Fund Grganisation (EPFO) has
recommended that the current

in the interest rate. » PAGE S

Suicide bomb
blast in Pak. kills
cleric, five others

PESHAWAR

Within a pro-Taliban semnary

ctraestem Pakstan on
Friday. killing 3 top clerc and
five others ahead of the fasting
month of Ramzan, according to
iocal police. » PAGE 12

India, European Union set year-end deadline for trade deal

s Haidar
NEW DELHI

green growth, security,
skilling, and mobility. We
have directed our teams to

India and the E a benef-

Union are working towards  icial bilateral Free Trade

<onc! their long- Agreement by the end of

pending bilateral Free this year,” Mr. Modi an-

Trade ment (FTA) by  nounced on Friday.

the end of 2025, Prime Mi- Progress in the FTA talks
dra Modi said  — which be; in 2007

s

summit expected later this

T

Ms. von der Leyen was
in Delhi to Jead the College
of Commissioners, the big-
gest such visit by the EU
Cabinet thus far. “We have
prepared a blueprine for
n the areas

6.9% growth
in private final consump-

prompted by the Maha
Kumbh.

of trade.

technology. in-
vestment, nnov:

teams of negotiators thus
far. The new directive to
the

Ursula von der Leyen with Narendra Mod|

by the end of the year is in-
tended to give them a ~pol-
stical push~ ahead of the
next round of talks t be
held from March 10 to 34 in
Brussels.

if concluded. the deal,
which includes an Invest-

ment Protection Agree-
ment and Geographical In-
dications eement,

the two sides can br

their differences in a mat-
ter of
over tariff
have held them up for
years.

v tariffs
Bneﬁng the media about
the talks, an EU official said
the FTA plan is ambitious
but conceded that unless
there is a breakthrough on

House in Delhi 0n Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERWA

ahead of their mesting 2t

would even go as far as say-

sai
n asked abour the
statement, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs Secretary
(West) Tanmay Lal said
that there are different
concerns for both sides.
“But now, the decisive,
clear mandate has been gi-

ven by the leaders to their
teams” he added. when
asked about how realistic
the year-end deadline was.
has sped up trade ne-

years, T, re-
peatedly missed auch dea.
ines, nck those

With the United Ningdorm,
Australia, and others.

Geopolitical context
Dividing the issues dis-
cussed into the different
baskets of economic is-
sues, technology coopera-
nd security and de-

said that “now more than
ever, the ge: tical con-
text asks for dec
action.”

on the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, and Europe’s desire to
‘de-risk’ its ties with China.

“We have seen how sup-
Ply chains and dependen-
in-

glons,” she said, delivering
2 keynote address on EU-
India ties at an event or-
ganised by the Council for
Strategic and Defence
Research

ndia-EU ties have the
potential to be one of the
defining partnerships of

s foreign

(Vith Inputs from
herjee)
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» Mana, which is located
3km from Badrinath, is the
last village on India-Tibet
border at a height of

3,200m (10,000 feet)

» Temperature is
hovering around

-6 to -10°C
> Army rescue teams are
working amidst snowfall of

6 to 7 feet

» 174 Army personnel
carrying on rescue mission
along with ITBP, BRO and
disaster response forces

Mana~
* -
7 Dehradun

up

» DRDO lab DGRE
issues yellow alert
for avalanche

risk in five hill
districts, including
Chamoli, for next

24 hrs
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India, European Union set year-end deadline for trade deal

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and the European
Union are working towards
concluding their long-
pending bilateral Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) by
the end of 2025, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
on Friday after meeting
with European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen here. They are
also discussing a new stra-
tegic security and defence
partnership agreement, to
replace the current Strateg-
ic Roadmap for 2020-2025,
ahead of the next EU-India
summit expected later this
year.

Ms. von der Leyen was
in Delhi to lead the College
of Commissioners, the big-
gest such visit by the EU
Cabinet thus far. “We have
prepared a blueprint for
collaboration in the areas
of trade, technology, in-
vestment, innovation,

green growth, security,
skilling, and mobility. We
have directed our teams to
conclude a mutually benef-
icial bilateral Free Trade
Agreement by the end of
this year,” Mr. Modi an-
nounced on Friday.

Progress in the FTA talks
— which began first in 2007
and were relaunched in
2022 — has eluded both
teams of negotiators thus
far. The new directive to
complete the negotiations
by the end of the year is in-
tended to give them a “pol-
itical push” ahead of the
next round of talks to be
held from March 10 to 14 in
Brussels.

If concluded, the deal,
which includes an Invest-
ment Protection Agree-
ment and Geographical In-
dications Agreement,
would be the “largest in
the world”, Ms. von der
Leyen said. However, ques-
tions remain over whether
the two sides can bridge

Ursula von der Leyen with Narendra Modi ahead of their meeting at
Hyderabad House in Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

their differences in a mat-
ter of months, particularly
over tariff issues which
have held them up for
years.

Key tariffs

Briefing the media about
the talks, an EU official said
the FTA plan is ambitious
but conceded that unless
there is a breakthrough on
India cutting tariffs on Eu-
ropean cars and alcohol, it
would not be realised. “I

would even go as far as say-
ing that without a substan-
tive commitment on cars,
there will not be a trade
agreement between Euro-
pean [Union] and India,”
the official said.

When asked about the
statement, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs Secretary
(West) Tanmay Lal said
that there are different
concerns for both sides.
“But now, the decisive,
clear mandate has been gi-

ven by the leaders to their
teams,” he added, when
asked about how realistic
the year-end deadline was.
India has sped up trade ne-
gotiations with a number
of countries in the past few
years, but FTAs have re-
peatedly missed such dea-
dlines, including those
with the United Kingdom,
Australia, and others.

Geopolitical context
Dividing the issues dis-
cussed into the different
baskets of economic is-
sues, technology coopera-
tion, and security and de-
fence, Ms. von der Leyen
said that “now more than
ever, the geopolitical con-
text asks for decisive
action.”

She was believed to be
indicating the “context” of
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s threats of trade ta-
riffs against Europe as well
as “tariff violators” like In-
dia, the shifts in U.S. policy

on the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, and Europe’s desire to
‘de-risk’ its ties with China.

“We have seen how sup-
ply chains and dependen-
cies are used to gain in-
fluence or drive wedges
between nations and re-
gions. We have seen a
more aggressive posture
from major powers, and of
course, the conflicts that
have destabilised entire re-
gions,” she said, delivering
a keynote address on EU-
India ties at an event or-
ganised by the Council for
Strategic and Defence
Research

“India-EU ties have the
potential to be one of the
defining partnerships of
this century and relations
with India will be a corner-
stone of Europe’s foreign
policy. It is therefore time
to take these ties to the
next level,” Ms. von der
Leyen added
(With inputs from
Kallol Bhattacherjee)
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Trade & Investments:

* Bilateral trade in goods (FY 2023-24): $135 billion
o Indian exports to the EU: $76 billion

@ © Indian imports from the EU: $59 billion
e Bilateral trade in services (2023): $53 billion
© Indian service exports to the EU: $30 billion
© Indian service imports from the EU: $23 billion

People-to-People Ties:

* Indians received over 20% of EU Blue Cards (2023-24).
* More than 6,000 Erasmus scholarships awarded to Indian students in the
last 20 years.

Defence & Security Cooperation:
@ * India-EU joint naval exercises in the Gulf of Guinea (Oct 2023).

* India-EU Security & Defence Consultations initiated in 2022.




EUROPEAN UNION
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THE HISTORY AND TIMELINE OF THE

EUROPEAN UNION

Emergence of Pan- Victor Hugo used the term
European Feelings 'United States of Europe'

The first great effort to Council of Europe was
bring the nations of formed.
Europe together

Paris Treaty - The first Creation of the European
step in the federation of Coal and Steel Community
Europe (ECSC)
Rome Treaty Creation of the European

Economic Community (EEC)

vt (I

Maastricht Treaty Creation of the European
Union (EU)
Lisbon Treaty Amendment to the

Maastricht Treaty and the
Rome Treaty

Created by ClearIAS.com
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* India-EU Free Trade Agreement (HI{d- W‘Cﬁﬂ' 0033 HAFd AR

qHSANT)

* India and the European Union are working towards finalizing their long-
pending Free Trade Agreement (FTA) by the end of 2025.

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi and European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen discussed:
* The bilateral FTA.

* A new strategic security and defence partnership replacing the current
Strategic Roadmap 2020-2025.



* Next India-EU summit expected later in 2025.1f completed, the deal will
include:Investment Protection Agreement.

* Geographical Indications Agreement.
* Expected to be one of the largest FTAs globally



2. Key Tariff Issues (JEI;@!I' Yech ﬂ?\?\')
* The EU is pushing for lower tariffs on European cars and alcohol.

e EU officials said that without a commitment on these issues, the trade
deal won’t be signed.

* India has concerns about market access for its service sector and
regulations on exports.
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* 3. Geopolitical Context (H;—TISI?ﬁﬁE? qeaY)

* EU wants to "de-risk" ties with China and strengthen economic
relations with India.

* Trade disruptions from the Russia-Ukraine conflict have made India a
key partner.

* EU sees India as a major ally in its global trade policies.



» Potential Economic Benefits (G3TTfad 3nfde olTH)If finalized, the FTA
will significantly boost India-EU trade.

* Improved market access for Indian exports (IT, pharma, textiles, and
services).
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Baijai Auto unveils electric
autorickshaw range GoGO

Bajaj Auto Ltd. has unveiled the GoGo range of its

all-new electric

sutorickshaws.

The two varsants

launched are PSOO9 at $3,26,797 and P7012 at

23,83.,004 {(ex-showroom

. “With a certified

and

Intra City Business Unit, sta] Auto Lrd said

SEBI unveils centralised
portal for corporate bonds

Markets regulator SEBI has launched a

eemmused database portal

— Bond Central — for

in a bid to create a sAnsle.

e bonds
hritic somrch ofAnl‘o(
ties. The

Sotine Boad TioToom Providars

Market

tion on such

developed by
Association and
The

w©
facilitate informed deciston making among
investors and other market participants. rn

Maharashtra to offer citizen
services via WhatsApp

Government of Maharashera on Friday

The
announced a te-up with Meta
Facel o pi

(Former]

citizen services via
umber,

Markets tumble on Trump tariff threat

BSE Sensex
falling for the eighth cc

ed 141

ve session.

leashed by U.S.
Do Trump.

The S&P BSE Sensex

plunged L4I4 points, or
to 73198 led by a

B ln 1T, banking and auto

The top Sensex losers
Tech

The l'nunp effe

s: NSE's Nifty-50 index slumped 1.86% points,

on slide since October 3, 2024 in percentage terms

single-session slide since
October 3. 2024, in percen-

op
5.89%, registering its fifth
straight month of losses.
The Nifty has now fallen al-
mast 16% from its all-time
high of 26,277, he sald.

Mexican imports will take

effect on March 4 —earlier
than indi-
cated April 2 date — and de-
clared an_additional 10%
tariff on Chinese goods.”
he added.
Cash

uny
vancing ones for the fifth

(6.19%), Indusind _Bank
(5.48%), M&M  (5.21%).
Bhard Afrtel (4.86%), Titan

e i “Investor dete- session. with

rlorated due to : BSE_advance-decline

4.57%) and  Infosys nts. concerns about a global ratio at 0.24 — the lowest
< 29%). Devarsh Vakil, Head. trade - President since Febru. . 202

sen-  Prime Research. HDFC Se-  Trump announced 25% ta- Both mid-cap and small-

timent, the mny 50 index  curities, said Nifty fell for  riffs on European Unlon  cap indices extended thelr

of NSE slumped 420 the nsecutive ses-  Emports, i that  under for the

points, or L86%, to 22,125  sion, marking its sleepes( duties on C and A

Indian digital economy ranked
28th on user spending: report

NEW DELHI

Even as India is the third
largest economy in the
world., its - my

ranks 28th in the world, ac.
cording to a report.
“This means while India

Research on International

parable with other coun-
tries, is therefore not as

cerned. This stark dispari-
:

(ICRIER) Prosus Centre for

Internet and Digital Econo-
my (CIDE) said.

The density of Internet
W

conn ‘hich is com-

o
CIDE says that there is
much potential for greater

digital economy Is growing
at twice the rate of is over-
all economy. and ks expect.

become one fifth of

the

s economy by 2029,
CIDE said, echoing a simi-

report
with the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology in Jamuzary.
report uses
a '(.HIPS framework

ranking systems. The fra-

vestments in digital
ation. “In

pene-
r: fact. thaia=

uses criterla like
access quality and
readiness.

MUMBAL

Core sector output growth

202S from 4.8% in Decem-

ber 2024, accordl o
mmierce minftry dase.

Cement output  in-

creased the most !o IQ S%.
Barring c of natu-
ral gas; where ouTput fell
by 11% and 1.5% respec

ﬂ\-ely‘ other sectors regts—
tered growth. The electric-
ny aereor registered a
growth rate of 1L.3% in Janu-

ago. The
contribute 40.27% to the

Core sector output
growth slowed to
4.6% in January

index of Industrial Produc-
tion, which measures over-

India must hasten reforms to
speed up growth: World Bank

BENGALURU

india would need to grow
oves

ecopmiat ng Indias fast
paLe of growth averaging

6.3% n 2000 and
2024, the bank observed
India’s past achievements
provide the foundation for
#ts future ambidons.

Global integration

“Lessons from countries

like Chile, Korea and Po-
AF shiceis fon. ehiey hive

succ&sfully made the t

Past achievemer

nts provide the
foundation for India's future
ambitions, s3y= the bank.

sition from middle- to high-
me countries by dee

203s; ©) increasing overall
labour force participation
from S6.4% to above 65%
and d) accelerating overall
productivity growth.
“India can take advan-
tage of its demographic di-
vidend by investing in hu-

more and berter jobs and
raising female labour for
participation rates from
35.6% to by 2047°
said Emilia Skrok and Ran-
geet Ghosh, co-authors of
the report.
in the past three fiscal
vears, India has accelerat-
ed its average growth rate
to 7.2%. To attaln an aver-

ding, “In, can chart its  age growth rate of 7.8% (in
own path by stepping up  real terma) over the next
pace of reforms a two decades, the Country
ing on past 3
“I'he Bank said, the sce-  recomm four areas for
nario that will enable India  policy action viz. increas-

across States: b) increasing
total investments from the
current 33.5% GDP to 40%
(both in real terms) by

ing Investment, fostering

tion, _tr.
tion. technology adoption
and States to

Erow faster and together.

A leaf out of Cuba

Semoking moolah: A worker inspects

2 tobacco leaf at the La Corona Cigar Factory as the XXV Cigar Festival is held in Havana. Cuba's top.

cigar maker Habanos sald sales of the compary’s luxurious smokes had soared to a record $827 million in 2024 as revenwe poured In from

fast-growing markets in China and elsewhere in Asia. AFP

Sugar
production

drops 14% on
lower output

n the 2023-2024 sugar
season on lower ourput
from mills.

According to the Indian
Sugar and Bio Energy Ma-
nufacturer: ation,
sugar production after di-

thanol

version for e 1 from
October 1, 2023 to Febru-
; 28, 2024 at

zss 16 lakh tonne.
Association  said

while 468 sugar factories
operated as of February
last year, only 355 are in

operation now.
crose percentage
in plant cane in UP. Im-

A.P. Moller-Maersk commiits to invest
$5 billion in Indian port infrastructure

raUMBAL

A Moller-Maersk
Maersk) said 3t would in
vest about $s billion in
ports and terminals as well
as land-side infrastructure
ment in India.
Addressing a gathering

APM Terminal, Jawaharlal

Nehru Port Authority

(JNPA) here, Keith Svend-
cae

sen, CEO, APM Terminals
said,

and connect India with

markets.™
The wvessel, Albert
Maersk, &s the 1ith in its

ment to Net Zero by 2040.
At a taditional naming
ceremony. Unton Minister

Raksha Khadse turned
sodmother for the vessel
which was on it's maiden
voyage to India.

~Maersk o

has the potential to be-

RINL set for financial turnaround
with I7,000 crore phase-1 funding

come a major producer | NEw pELs
and supplier of green
d

*
take firm steps toward de-
carbonising shipping with
the addition of one more
dual-fuel vessel to its fleet”,

said Vincent Clerc, CEO,
A.P. Moller - Maersk.
in his address, Union

Shipping & Ports Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said.
“with the demand for
green vessels rising, India

s
“Maersk’s decision to fo-
cus on green fuel produc-
tion in India is a welcome

symbol of trust,
tion, and a shared Viton
for the future,” he added.

long produ
Stee] maker, Rashiriya Is-
pat Nigam Lid. (RINL) has
Gtilised the first tranche of
the almost €6,800-€7,000
crore 1 funding with
aboust 25,300 crore allocat-

defaults ubsequent
r interest payouts, an
internal the com-

pany by

ine shows.
RINLs loans were sanc-
oned at a high interest

i
rate of 10-11.5%, which re-

The after se-
curing the funds, also man-
aged to be back m s
black, reporting
margin or EBI rm of £s
crore in January 2 com-
pared with an EBITDA loss
of nearly €300 crore in the
same persod last

As of Janmaryend, SEI
held the largest exposure
of more than 25.000 crore
(ncluding capex and work-
ing capital requirements).
followed by Canara Bank at

0-odd crore. ian

Bank has the third-highest
exposure of about 21,000
crore.

s
tranche of
funds, worth about 21,400
crore, is expected in April_

The third tranche of
funds worth about TSOO
crore may flow in July.

The final instalment of
2800 crore is anticipated in
the month of October.

(The writer is with The
line)
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Indian digital economy ranked
28th on user spending: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Even as India is the third
largest economy in the
world, its ‘user’ economy
ranks 28th in the world, ac-
cording to a report.

“This means while India
as a country has achieved
high level digitalisation at
the aggregate level, the le-
vel of digitalisation for the
average Indian remains
fairly modest,” the report
by the Indian Council for
Research on International
Economic Relations’
(ICRIER) Prosus Centre for
Internet and Digital Econo-
my (CIDE) said.

The density of Internet
connectivity, which is com-

parable with other coun-
tries, is therefore not as
high as the relative size of
the digital economy as far
as users’ spending is con-
cerned. This stark dispari-
ty notwithstanding, the
CIDE says that there is
much potential for greater
investments to improve in-
vestments in digital pene-
tration. “In fact, India’s

digital economy is growing
at twice the rate of its over-
all economy, and is expect-
ed to become one fifth of
the economy by 2029,” the
CIDE said, echoing a simi-
lar finding by another
ICRIER report released
with the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology in January.

Overall, the report uses
a ‘CHIPS’ framework to
conclude that while India
is the third largest overall
economy, and the 28th lar-
gest digital user economy;
it ranks eighth in an overall
combination of these two
ranking systems. The fra-
mework uses criteria like
access quality and Al
readiness.




FEBRUARY BLUES
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This Feb was India’s
warmest in 125 years
of record-keeping

Summer Likely To
Be Hotter Than
Normal; IMD

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The past month
was the warmest Feb in India
since record keeping com-
menced in the country in 1901
and the upcoming hot weat-
her season (March-May) is
likely to be warmer than nor-
mal in most parts of the co-
untry with a high number of
heatwave days during the pe-
riod, the IMD said on Friday.
Both months of 2025 sofar
have figured among top three
warmest on record, as Jan
was the third warmest since
1901. Earlier, 2024 was decla-
red the warmest year in re-
cords dating back to1901.
Back-to-back warm win-
ter months and the forecast
of above-normal heat in
March may negatively im-
pact winter crops such as
wheat and rapeseed during
their maturing phase. Fore-
cast of higher-than-normal
heatwave days may threaten

11 MTHS OF HEAT

> India witnessing
unprecedented heat in
recent months

> Feb was the 11th
consecutive month
when mean temps
in the country were
among 8 all-time
highest for the
respective months. 2 of these
months were the hottest ever
while 4 others were 2nd or
3rd hottest on record

» Minimum temps have
been the highest on record
in 5 of the last 8 months

the output in certain states
where sowing was delayed.

“Above-normal heatwave
daysareexpected over Rajast-
han, Gujarat, Haryana, Pun-
jab, MP, Maharashtra, UP, Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Bengal,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Andh-
ra Pradesh, Telangana and
north KarnatakafromMarch
to May;” said D S Pai, senior
IMD scientist, while relea-
sing the weather outlook for
the hot weather season.

pContinuedonP 5



Man-in-Loop Anti-Ship Missile



* DRDO and the Indian Navy successfully tested the indigenous Naval Anti-
Ship Missile — Short Range (NASM-SR) with a ‘Man-in-Loop’ capability
from a Seaking 42B helicopter at ITR, Chandipur.



e What is a Man-in-Loop Missile?

* A missile that allows real-time human intervention during flight for decision-
making.

* Enables in-flight retargeting based on live seeker images sent to the pilot.



Herath Festival



* Herath festival holds deep religious and cultural significance for the
Kashmiri Hindu community.

e About ‘Herath’ Festival

* The name Herath is derived from the Sanskrit term Hararatri, meaning
“The Night of Hara”, a reference to Lord Shiva.

* The festival is observed with a night of prayers, followed by a day of
feasting and celebrations.



Hague Service Convention



* The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) formally requested

the Indian government to serve summons on Gautam Adani and Sagar
Adani under the Hague Service Convention.

 What is the Hague Service Convention?

* The Hague Service Convention (1965), formally known as
the Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial
Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters, is a multilateral treaty that

simplifies the process of serving legal documents across international
borders in civil and commercial cases.



Prani Mitra and Jeev Daya Award



 The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) has announced the Prani
Mitra and Jeev Daya Award Ceremony, to be held in New Delhi.

e About

* This initiative aims to recognize outstanding individuals and
organizations for their remarkable contributions to animal welfare and
protection.



* The Prani Mitra Award will be conferred under five sub-
categories: Advocacy (Individual), Innovative Idea (Individual), Lifetime
Animal Service (Individual), along with two awards for Animal Welfare
Organizations and for Corporate, PSUs, Government Bodies, or Co-
operatives.

* The Jeev Daya Award will be presented in three sub-
categories: Individual, Animal Welfare Organization, and for either
Schools, Institutions, Teachers, or Children.



 Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI)
— The Animal Welfare Board of India is a statutory advisory
body promoting animal welfare in the country.
— Establishment: It was established in 1962 under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.



National Science Day 2025



* National Science Day is celebrated every year on 28th February to
commemorate the discovery of the ‘Raman Effect” made by the physicist
Sir C.V. Raman.

e About

* Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1930 for the discovery of
the Raman Effect.

* The first celebration took place on February 28, 1987, marking the
beginning of a tradition that continues to inspire generations.



* The objective of the observation of National Science Day is to spread the
message of the importance of science and its application among the
people.

 Theme for 2025: Empowering Indian Youth for Global Leadership in
Science & Innovation for VIKSIT BHARAT.



About CV Raman

— He founded the Indian Journal of Physics in 1926.

— He became the first Indian director of the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) in 1933.
— He established the Raman Research Institute in 1948.

—In 1954, the Government of India honored him with the Bharat Ratna.



e Raman Effect

— When a beam of light passes through a transparent medium (such as a
liquid or gas), a small fraction of the scattered light changes in
wavelength.

— This change occurs due to the interaction of light with the vibrational
and rotational energy levels of the molecules in the medium.
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It’s a City, a Country, and an
Island



* In which region of Tamil Nadu has the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas approved oil and gas exploration?

- affeas & fFE &7 7 deifoww IR efaw @ FEeT @ @
3 A I=avor F A & 27

* A. Palk Bay / 9Tesh @131
B. Gulf of Mannar / ITe!h P AR

C. Kaveri Basin /Eﬂﬂﬁ' afde
D. Andaman Basin / 3ISHT



* Which policy governs the recent oil and gas exploration initiative in
Tamil Nadu?

- IS H g & A % F0 v A 3R A9 I=awor v ygd
fra Afa F dga 8?2

* A. New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) /Fl'é' 3eadyor 3!13'9‘@?
Aifad (NELP)
B. Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) / glsglaﬂéa
3r=ayor 3x aEAfAer [Aifa (Hf_rL;}m
FaT ifd (NEP)

C. National Energy Policy (NEP) /
D. Strategic Energy Initiative (SEIl) /@'&'ﬁ? TSl Eﬁlﬂ'@ﬁ? (SEI)



 Which mineral is India exploring in Zambia, Congo, and Australia to
reduce dependence on China?

- IR AT W AT A7 o & v snfFaarn, s 3
dreefaar & Fg e f @9 + @I 72

° A. Ironore/?-l’f?im

B. Bauxite / W
C. Lithium / ffaae

D. Nickel / el



* What is the significance of lithium in the energy sector?

- Fail & & fAfAIH &1 471 Ageq &2

. %T_Il:crls%used in petroleum refining / I§ Yeiferasd gfenes & waer

B. It is a key component in battery storage and electric vehicles / g

dedt srsRor 3R safFes | T Y@ 9F §

C. Itis a crucial metal in nuclear energy productlon / e GIATT Foll
3cUTGeT # UF Agcdqul o1 8

D. It is mainly used for maklng construction materials / I8 AL ™9

o AT gAY a9 F 39T BT &



* India is working on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with which
international organization?

+ IR {58 HAWSET WISA F WY HFd SAAR AT (FTA)
X HTH FT @ 8?7

* A. G7
B. BRICS .
C. European Union (EU)/W Y (EV)
D. ASEAN



 What is a key demand of the European Union in the India-EU FTA
negotiations?

» HRA-FUIT Y HAFT AR FAFIGT ard’ d JONT 76 i
mmw%’?

* A. Higher tariffs on Indian pharmaceutical exports / IR &ar

fata W AT ek
B. Lower tariffs on European cars and alcohol /m?-l' HFRI 3T R

G & #A Yeh
C. More regulatlons on Indian textile exports / HRAT &7 @daTd W

H8s Aaa

D. Increased foreign direct investment (FDI) in agriculture /a:ﬁr "

ycgal fagelt fader (Foi) A ggfer



 What is the unique feature of the newly tested Naval Anti-Ship Missile
(NASM-SR)?

o AdTdH qeror fRT v ARfAE -7 FAEET (NASM-SR) fr
fretwar #ar 82

* A. It is India's first hypersonic missile / g Rd T Tgell
gewRAfas e €

B. It has a "Man-in-Loop" capability for real-time target adjustment /
SHA a%;-—clﬁa? AT A 87 gAS & AT "Aa-ge-ou”

&TH AT

C. It is launched from submarines only / Ig§ &del q?lg'%'iff q dled
frar SITaT &

D. It cag_ carry nuclear warheads / 98 WTUI E'fil'ilﬂ of S H
q&IH



e What is the ‘Herath’ festival associated with?
. Y AR FaY ge9faa 82

* A. Buddhist Monasteries of Ladakh / el¢aqTd & Eﬁa"ﬁl' Hqor I
B. Kashmiri Hindu Community and Lord Shiva / FH %?{\ HHACHT
3R semaT AT @

C. Tribal celebrations in Jharkhandé‘ﬁé & 3Tieardt 3?€IHT a
D. Harvest festival in Tamil Nadu / S & AT AR 4



* What is the significance of National Science Day celebrated on
February 28?

+ 28 BIGY HI HATT ST dTel T AT Raw +1 Agea F41 87

* A. It marks the birthday of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam / g 3. U3,
3eqel Felld HI T Tl &
B. It commemorates the discovery of the ‘Raman Effect’ by C.V. Raman
/g WA, AT g@RT HA TH1E F @ Hr g Rermar g
C. It celebrates India's first nuclear test at Pokhran / & N@I0T H
AR & 9gel GIATY] GL&TOT T ST HATT &
D. It marks the launch of India’s first satellite Aryabhata / J§ 3Rd &

9gd YA AN & TAIOT & Il &



* What is the Hague Service Convention related to?

%?T a1 gfer (Hague Service Convention) fFaa gafdq %’7

* A. International trade agreements /HWIV@F-I' 1N IES Wgﬁﬁ'
B. Legal document service across international borders / W
HATHT F IR Flefe! gEa@dal Hr qar
C. Cybersecurity regulatlons / ATgEX_{I&T IGE L
D. Diplomatic immunity Iaws/TITvI?Iﬁﬂ? gfava blofol



Thank you
guys.
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