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* Which recent achievement made India the fourth country to execute
a satellite docking experiment?

ﬁmgﬁyswﬁuﬁrﬂwaﬁmg‘fﬁﬁ'maﬁ
Aol deh T el dTell TiYAT &2r §a1 fGar?

<&, PSLV C60 mission / dreguerdl d160 faere
,B(Gaganyaan mission / I3MTATeT AT

handrayaan-4 mission / IgdT-4 A=
. Mangalyaan-2 mission / {3 dT1-2 e



* What is the significance of ISRO’s satellite docking experiment?

SO o 3YIUG SIhdT YT T Agcd AT g7

* A. Demonstrates spacecrz&c;/w(wa and payload operations after docking
/glﬁw%ra:aﬁamﬁﬂ fa=or 3R 9 gETee S gefdia
hIdl
B. Used for space debris management / 37dR&T Held Y&t & faT
39T fFaT ST © . ’

C. Focuses on deep-space communication / ST-F9H TOR 9T Higd

D. Improves weather forecasting systems / AT Wﬁ' qulTell &
UR FIT &




* What is the expected completion year for India's third launch pad at
Sriharikota? T~

%ﬁ‘gﬂ;ﬁ‘aﬁﬁmﬁ%?—ﬂﬂ?dlru U5 & QT gl o 3afald av
FIT 32

* A. 2027
B. 2029
C. 2031
D. 2035




* What is the strategic importance of India’s third launch pad at SDSC,
Sriharikota?
AETPIeT H TANRT UdeT JARET dg (SDSC)dh A dled U i
{UTsildeh Hged T 7

* A. Supports new generation launch vehicles (NGLV) / «I¥ tﬁﬁ' & dled
argail (NGLV) T AT &
B. Enhances military satellite launches / ﬂ?ﬂ'm g&qor afr deldl %
C. Aims to support interplanetary missions / Sﬂ'ﬁﬁw freret &1
FHAYT FIA AT d8Y ‘
D.BothAand C/ T 3R &Y =




* What major agreement is Singapore exploring with India?

TR R & Ay fohd 9T AT Hr TS R IET 872

* A. Semicogduct;r ecosystem development / AHhsF

B. Renewable energy collaboration / TR0 FSAT gITeT
C. Data corri between GIFT City and Singapore / GIFT RAd 3k

T & I SeTH-FNER
D. All'of the above / 390&d THI




* Who will be the Chief Guest for India's Republic 20257
HRT & 0T fGad 2025 & A& AAMA aﬂyﬂ giar?

* A. Joe Biden (USA) / SiT a8+ (mﬁﬁm)
B. Vladimir Putin (Russia) / TTigH I tI'i?l?-l' ()

rabowo Subianto (Indonesia) / galar ?Iﬁ'in?l’f EEGIERD
\;DAI;lshl Sunak (UK) / & dAH (IF)



* What is the significance of India’s $450-million BrahMos missile deal with

Indonesia?

SSIATRIIT & AT ARA & $450 AT seAg Basd gasiia &1
Hgcd T g7

* A. Strengthens India\-Wesia defense ties / W—éﬁm T&TT gael &t
A T §
B. Makes Indonesia the secWMos export customer after the Philippines /
SR  frelidia & 9% g sEAE @Y AEF I §

C. Enhan sMIobal defense exports / R & dRgs T&am AaTta #

Al of the above / 390 Fsft




* Which country recently removed India’s nuclear entities from its
restrictive Entity List?

il H HRd $I WA SHISAT I 3TeAT
gfaaercHs S&Ts '\’:I‘\?ﬁ (Entity List) & &cT T¢ar?
Mjnited States / ?I'{I:W g IARFT
B. United Kingdom / 2!313?3 fparsH
C. Russia / &H
D. China / et




* What is the primary benefit of India being removed from\the US Entity List?
am?r%afr AR T Wsigl% T § el T JTT o1
AT 67

* A. Easier access to advanced nucleyehnologies [ 3oeTd GIHTIT
YicaAfFar a& 3maer g

B. Strengthened international trade relations / HHW'V@'J SOTI gaen
I AT FHIAT \/
C. Faster approvals fo<d/efense exports / &7 fAdTa & fow A<

3. i\lEf the above / 390aFd T3t



* According to the Economic Survey, until which year will India remain
in |ts demographic dividend phase?

3 FALTOT & 3THR, R e deh AT SIAATEINT
SITATLT (Demographic D|V|dend)ﬁ?ﬂ?f H g7

. A. 2035

B. 2045 @
C.2055._
D. 2065




“What you are is what you have
been. What you’ll be is what you
do now.” —

C

Gautama Buddha, cited in
Various Buddhist Texts
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Gaza truce approved by Israel Security Cabinet

The deal will now go to Israel’s full Cabinet,

which is expected to give the final approval

JERUSALEM

tsrael's security ('.zbu'x re-

i
8P president J.P. Nadda
released the first part of the
ree-part ‘Sankalp
Patra’ (manifesto} on Friday,

continue. » PAGE &

“Threats in Gulf
of Aden, Red Sea
could increase’

NEW DELWE
Threats in the Gulf of Aden,

might increase and the Indian
Mawy i strhving &0 hoep the
sea routes safe, Defenc:

Minister ramath Sigh sakd
on Friday. » PAGE 3

Lokpal ordered
Jjust 24 probes
in five years

NEW DELE
Twehve years since the Lokpal
Act was passed and five years
after the Lokpal started to
function, it has ordered
inwestigation in just 24 cases

Study questions
iron deficiency as
anaemia’s cause

NEW DELEI
A study published earlier this
week questions the
conventional wisdom that iron
deficiency as ansemia‘s main
cause in Incka, highlighting
other factors ke Vitamin B12
deficiency and air pollution

influencing ansemia. » PAGE S

Friday of a ceasefire
after Prime Minister Be:
min Netanyahu confirmed
an agreement had been
reached that would pause
the 15-month war with Ha-
mas in Gaza and lead to
the release of dozens of
hostages held by milicants
u
\Iedu(ols Qatar and the
U.S. announced the cease-
fire on \\'ednesdav but the
deal hung in limbo for
more than a day as Mr. Ne
tanyahu  insisted there
were last-minute snags he
blamed on Hamas.
The militant
tained they were “commit
ted™ to the deal, while rest-

main-

Hamas (riggered the war
with its October 7, 2023,
cross-border attack into Is-
rael thar killed some 1,200
people ;lnd left some 250
others caj

laract fesponded with a

‘The ceasefire could start as early as tomorrow; pact has
drawn fierce resistance from Netanyahu’s far-right allies

son time:
Jordan, on Friday. REUTERS.

devastating offensive that
has killed over 46,000 Pal-
estinians, according to lo-
<cal health officials, who do
not distinguish between ci-

=ofa

villans and militants but
say women and children
make up more than half of
those killed.

Beyond the death and

Hamas and tsrael, in Amman,

destruction in Gaza, the
conflict has also destabil-

serikes kifled at least 72 pe-
ople in Gaza. In previous
conflicts, both sides have

fore ceasefires as a way to
projecl strength.

Mr. Netanyahu instruct-
ed a special task force to
prepare to receive the hos-

were informed a
been reached.

The Prime Minister's of.
fice said that if the

exchange for hundreds of
Palestinians  imprisoned
by Israel.

israeli forces will pull

As part of the deal, 33 of 100 hostages are to be
freed in exchange for hundreds of Palestinians

back from many as,
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians would be able
to return to what's left of
their hmnes and there
would be a surge of hu-
manitarian assistance.

The remainder of the
hostages, including male
soldiers, are to be released
in a second — and much

more difficult — phase that
will be negotiated during
the first.

Call

open-ended security con-

In sync

Twist and twirk: Artistes performing 3t the Russian Dance Festival 2025 organised by the Indo-Russian Cultural and Friendship Socety

Chennal on Thursday. B. JTH RAVALINGAM

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
The government is aware
of at least 126 cases of In-
dians who joined the Rus-
slan Army to fight in the
ar in Ulraine, the Minks-
wy of External Affair
MEA> said on Friday, inds
cating their numbers conti-
£ o rise despits adfioets
to stop th

Actording to the latest
figures released, of the 126

Embassy in Moscow
been intimated about, 96

returned to India thus
far. Of the remal 12

last we:
is being treated for
injuries at a hospital in
Moscow. As many as 16 are
believed to be “missing”,
as officials said they could
not be traced at present.

The Indian Embassy in Moscow has been informed about 126 men
In the Russian armed forces. REUTESS

he would return to India af-
\(er his discharge from

Saif’s attacker on the run; 10 police teams to
investigate case; actor’s condition improves

no connection
case” a e officer said.
The police are looking
for the suspect in Vasal, Na-
lasopara, and Virar, all
neighbouring regions of

AMumbai.

They said the suspect

cm

£

nts: Saif Ali Khan's mothe:

Sharmita Tagore leaves

the Uilavati Haspital in Mumbai on Friday. #r

was last seen at the Bandra

least 10 teams are probing

the case, with Crime
Branch teams inve:

it under officer Daya
Nayak.

The police have taken
possession of the piece of

knife that was removed
from the spine of Mr. Khan.
They are looking for the re-

during the scuffle with the
intruder.

Speaking to the media.
Bhajan Rana, the au-
torsckanaw | drver | who
took Mr. Khan to the hospi-
tal said, “He (M Khan)
was_talking  when

reached the. hospleal. | He

“parameters have im-
proved~. “Ar. Khan

been shifted from the 1CU
to a special room,” sald Ni-

raj Uttamant, chief operat-
ing officer of Lilavati
Hospital.

Consultant neurosurge-
on Nitin Dange has advised
Mr. Khan to restrict his
movement for 3 wveek ashe
has an injury in his spine
which can get lnkc(ed.
;He Is doing excellent and

he said.

hitd and 2 young m ma.n Al

reach the hospital'” Mr.
Rana said they reached the
Lilavati Hospital in 10 mi-
nutes.

The team of doctors at
the hospital said the actor's

In Pune, Maharashtra
Minister of State for Home

the mmvolvement

tention of robbery which is
clear in the FIR," he said.

gures. “We remain en-
th the Russian
Suthorities to ascertain the

rom
week, are brought back o
India at the earliest. Before
he died, Mr. Babu was re-
portedly in contact with
the Embassy,

His cousin Jain Kurian, 27,
i being treated for his inju-
ries, and the MEA said that

ian
dimir Putin, to resolve the

In August last year, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar told Parliament
that of the 91

ponses to_pariiamentary
questions, the MEA further
the House that ~
indians now remained in
armed forces™.

In touch with families

The latest information,
that the Russian forces
have categorised 16 of

them as “missing”, is par-

ticularly worrying for their
family members bel
number of States, in-
cludlng Punjab, Hary
ady

had raised witl
offictals.

It is unclear how many
others might be in the Rus-

sta-Ukraine conflict zone,
who haven't reached out to

triated ba Wh
. an official told The
Hindu that o 126

was likely to represent “the
total” number of recruits.
The Hindu had been the
first to report on the cases
of Indians joining the Rus-
sian Army in February
2024.




Gaza truce approved by Israel Security Cabinet

The deal will now go to Israel’s full Cabinet,
which is expected to give the final approval

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

Israel’s security Cabinet re-
commended approval on
Friday of a ceasefire deal
after Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu confirmed
an agreement had been
reached that would pause
the 15-month war with Ha-
mas in Gaza and lead to
the release of dozens of
hostages held by militants
there.

Mediators Qatar and the
U.S. announced the cease-
fire on Wednesday, but the
deal hung in limbo for
more than a day as Mr. Ne-
tanyahu insisted there
were last-minute snags he
blamed on Hamas.

The militants main-
tained they were “commit-
ted” to the deal, while resi-

dents of Gaza and families
of the hostages anxiously
waited to see if it would
materialise.

The deal now goes to
the full Cabinet of Minis-
ters for final sign-off. It is
expected to approve the
ceasefire, which could
start as soon as Sunday,
even though it has drawn
fierce resistance from Ne-
tanyahu’s far-right coali-
tion partners.

Their objections could
destabilise his govern-
ment, however.

Oct. 7 attack
Hamas triggered the war
with its October 7, 2023,
cross-border attack into Is-
rael that killed some 1,200
people and left some 250
others captive.

Israel responded with a

The ceasefire could start as early as tomorrow; pact has
drawn fierce resistance from Netanyahu’s far-right allies

Celebration time: People celebrate the news of a ceasefire between Hamas and Israel, in Amman,
Jordan, on Friday. REUTERS

devastating offensive that
has killed over 46,000 Pal-
estinians, according to lo-
cal health officials, who do
not distinguish between ci-

vilians and militants but
say women and children
make up more than half of
those killed.

Beyond the death and

destruction in Gaza, the
conflict has also destabil-
ised West Asia and sparked
worldwide protests.

On Thursday, Israeli

strikes killed at least 72 pe-
ople in Gaza. In previous
conflicts, both sides have
stepped up military opera-
tions in the final hours be-
fore ceasefires as a way to
project strength.

Mr. Netanyahu instruct-
ed a special task force to
prepare to receive the hos-
tages returning from Gaza,
and said that their families
were informed a deal had
been reached.

The Prime Minister’s of-
fice said that if the deal
passes, the first hostages
could be freed then too.

Under the deal, 33 of
some 100 hostages who re-
main in Gaza are set to be
released over six weeks in
exchange for hundreds of
Palestinians imprisoned
by Israel.

Israeli forces will pull

As part of the deal, 33 of 100 hostages are to be
freed in exchange for hundreds of Palestinians

back from many areas,
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians would be able
to return to what’s left of
their homes, and there
would be a surge of hu-
manitarian assistance.

The remainder of the
hostages, including male
soldiers, are to be released
in a second — and much
more difficult — phase that
will be negotiated during
the first.

Call for full withdrawal
Hamas has said it will not
release the remaining cap-
tives without a lasting cea-
sefire and a full Israeli
withdrawal, while Israel
has vowed to keep fighting
until it dismantles the
group and to maintain
open-ended security con-
trol over the territory.



* Ceasefire Agreement Between Israel and Hamas / SSIId ol 3T §HNT & CiE]
JeUTAuH AT

* |srael’s Security Cabinet has approved
negotiations.

- SIS FY GIET FfAde & FF WedE A a1dl F 97 Jeufaww wHsila
Y A &1

* The ceasefire aims to pause the 15-month-long war in Gaza.

+ 58 eUTAHA & 3662F e A 15 A § I W I H Nhell B

* The deal includes the release of dozens of hostages held by Hamas.

- 30 HASIA H §HAN aRT d4® T e f NEE off anfAe 2

ceasefire deal after weeks of




* Political & Strategic Importance/m?ﬁﬁﬂ? 3T s HAgcd

* The deal is facing strong opposition-from Netanyahu’s far-right coalition
partners.

%:maas4ﬁ I ATATE & gfarorgeft sreaee HgAIfAAr garT &3 faer

* Israel’s full Cabinet must give the final approval for the ceasefire to take effect.

mwmma%mmﬁqﬁmwmm
|

* The deal was mediated by Qatar and the United States.

« 3H FHSIT Pl wa¥ 3T FARST A Aeaeyar & war =




Hostage Release & Humanitarian Aid /?ﬂ'iﬁ $Y ﬂ'é'l’é’ IR AN L RIRGL

33 of 100 Israeli hostages will be released in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners.

100 STl g4I A ¥ 33 &1 d+hs) PfaTd=r Ffiegal & agor A RNer Fan
ST |

The ceasefire will allow hundreds of thousands of displaced Palestinians to return
home.

I8 Jeufad ot faraia pfawdifaal #1 3ma ) dlea f sgafa dam
There will be a surge of humanitarian aid into Gaza.

ISl H ATET FgrdaT # Jefar g




e Historical Context & War Timeline/ﬂﬁmﬁﬂ? ot 3R {I:EST I FHIET

 The war started on October 7, 2023, when Hamas launched a cross-border attack
into Israel.

+ Jg Jo¥ 7 HFgaR, 2023 FT YF g3 I AN o IR W HATL-IR
gHel T >

1,200 Israelis were killed and 250 were taken hostage.
1,200 3SR AR T 3T 250 TEF F1C A7)

In response, Israel launched airstrikes that killed over 46,000 Palestinians.

mawﬁ,m#ga@wﬁ%cﬁﬂ%,ooo#mﬁﬁwm
AT




* Future Challenges & Call for Full Withdrawal / $tfas &Y g=iifaar il qot
grqdY &y ATer

 Hamas has stated that it will not release the remaining hostages without a
lasting ceasefire.

-%mﬁaﬁr%%agmg@mmﬂ:ﬁmmmﬁﬁwaﬁ
|

* Israel vows to keep fighting until Hamas is dismantled.

SO of Fgl § [ I8 AN & GIcHA d& s AR @)

* The ceasefire could face collapse if disagreements persist.

- I I EATT IR @, o JeufaRe AT g Wb g



THE HINDU

Editorial

Saturday, January I8, 2025
CHENMNAL

n the final inflation print before the Union
l Budget for 202526 is presented, followed by

the first
by the new Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RED in early February. the price rise faced by In-
dian consumers eased to 5.22% in

India’s real growth rate and the forecast

he First Advance Estimates (FAE) of
National Accounts for 2024-25 show a
real GDP gr

<

e r Price Index (CPD, and was largely
iven by a sequential in food prices. Food
nflation om over 9% in the previous.

in vegetables cooled from 29.3% to zsssc. still
Torked
outalotmore for their meals than lhey P ayear
ago — it must be recalled that overall inflation was
December

month along with the relatively humble potato

up 68.23). in pric-
es has gained pace, signalling that there is room
for higher costs to be passed on for
food rems as well

as
xandkxdusuy-mmmeluum

na fadlng erawih Smpulses by looking throuyl
“volatile” food inflation. But even i
tains admit that just keeping food prices out of
the interest rates and gr

s
t expenditure. In fact, the slighty lower

s former Chairman,
ors

Economic Advisory
ouncil, and former

gn:nnh in 20@4 25 is largely I
in the Government of India‘s
et Eroweh h has remained negative

)I2.3% even after efght months into the fiscal

year.
Skt m 1ower nominal GO growi in 2004 23
of 9.7% as. o the
GDPyuwlhoflos%.v.h budgeted Gross Tax

should be designed to accelerate private
Investment as well

term growth prospects
Over & periad of Bext five years, the best that
india may hope for is a steady real GDP growth
Fate Of 6.5%. ‘This is In line with the International

buoyancy would be about 1.1, which is years in which global condit improve and the
higher than the ancy. In such a contribution of net exports to GDP gr
case, tax revenue real GDP h may touch
other words, any revenue constraine or likely even 7% If a real growth of around 6.5% and a
pressure on deficit would not constrain the | nominal growth in the range of 10.53-11% are

‘s ability e actieve s capital maintained over the long run rage

Over the next
five years, the
best that India
may hope for is
a steady real
GDP growth
rate of 6.5%

‘expendsture target of T1L1 lakh e

efght months, the level of
the Government of India’s capital expenditure
has remained limited to ¢5.14 lakh crore, that is

pot
growth appears to be 6.5%. However, it can

In the light of a potential growth rate of 6.5%
lhearjllevu’n of 6.4% mmu M not be

oTieverant of &8 tn 2055 54 shou be
conxldaadaaﬂashl the pan. The current

s growth rate of 6.4% as in the first
seen in the context of India’s

capital expenditures can have a favourable effect
gn private investment. The stze and the pattern of
fthe

potential growth rate.

The views expressed are persanal

act will not Moreover, even if the 1=
agetorloodlnthe@ns reduced in line wlr.hlhe

resu.lls. food price trends have a material Impac(

their inflation expectations. Inflation may yet av.
erage 4.5% through January to March, as the REI
t=, but the central bank that has ‘commisted
© ewaica ent to its 4% goal before
slashing rates, < a difficuls call to make in Fe-
bruary. Tangible measures, if any, to ease price
pressures in the Budgert, with some visibil-
ity on the Centre’s fiscal glide path, could help tip

Street — the swift unravelling of the rupee vis-d-vis
the dollar in recent weeks which raises the risk of
inflation, among other collateral ef-

to multi- very nuanced approach
is imperative to avoid fresh missteps.
The deci of the Indus t
should not be clouded by politics

he recent announcement by Tamil Nadu
(]ka Minister M_K. Stalin, of a $1-million

of the Tndus Valley C
Pive revived popular intares in dhe. subj

which was pu
blished by e chier s of the Aldmeolngicxl Sux—
wey of India , John Mar: September
Spread across 1S ‘million

against of the Indus. beinga
highly literate soclety. It is is context
that Mr. Stal ment needs to be 2

is 2 school of thought that there was a

the entire database regarding the seals has not

yet been made available in the public domain.
{hile allowing free access to these resources,
central and State authorities should ensure that

The multiple

ust days before the swearing-in of United
lect Donald Trump, and a
Joe

people on January 15, 2025, Israel and Hamas
that the long

agreem: et s s e Dt atmiscks The state

of Qatar, long stuck in between as a mediator,

5aid the deal was to take effect from January 19,

2025, a day before Mr. Trump takes charge. An

Kabir Taneja

is Deputy Director and
Fellow, Strategic
Studies Programme,
Obzerver Research

prisoners Is at the centre of this arrangement.

The deck and the cards

The news of the agreement saw Palestinians in

Gaza take to the strects In calebration, having

faced death and destruction at the hands of the.
raeli military response e October

2023 serror otk wetst o for over 15 months

even as political deadlocks cos

them and putting an end to the massacres
and war od‘genodde to which they are being
subjected~.

I W

dealbe reached before his presidency. this was a
as promised i b Mie eloceion

Despite the

in lsracks military posturing Itis in all
likeliness not a coincidence

2 message of partnership and resolve o M.
Trump.

Why Mr. Netanyahu would go out of the way ©
court Mr. Trump, even after the Israeli leader was
invited by the Republicans to address a joint

of in July 2024, is a question
thathas & skmple sngwer. Mr: Trump prioritises
this deal with
l-lxlnsxhuifalrgl\ll.'l‘nunpammy

layers of the Gaza ceasefire

avalhble for lasting peace.
situation of this status quo,

m the ceasefire, can be leveraged by A

in Hamas re:

case
e tervitortes and populations. In such a
Netanyahu will be able to approach
agreed to

Support of Mr. Try
1sraeli one of strength — like one
it enjoyed under Mr. Biden. Previously, Mr
Trump has that there would be

includes American citizens, are not released.

Gaza and its rebuilding
Beyond the political intricacies of this ceasefire

For long, Yoo Nmnyn.hn maintained that only
a complete victory over as is acceptable.
Wi deal, he becomes an Israeli Prime

who has cut a pol settlemnent with
the arch foe, but w
of Hamas.

©On Hamas and Israel
There is no doubt that Hamas and also Hezbollah
in Lebanon have had their

the most imp,

would be that of critical aid to the people in Gaza

as food and sul

criticality a long time ago. Beyond the aid front,

the rebuilding of Gaza may yet be a premarure
politic

over the past year after

wllhlnthe fold. This is

operations conducted by Israel.

State Antony Blinken has also said that
ments show that Hamas
mmul‘mm The lack of a
ing as. for the ceasefire

l-or Mr. mden, it is an attempt to salvage legacy.

The joker in this geopolitical deck is Israel’s

e Minister in Net:
misplaced ptions that Mr.
allow Mr. Netanyahu a langer leash to comtinue
operations in Gaza unabated. opinion

pmalled that anyone but Mr. Biden would be
good for both stemming the ongoing conflicts and

the international

sustainability of
this deal

politic
The Bronp can be brought under a wider and
more mainstream Palestinian-led political
ecosystem.

Hamas, by iself, will remain steadfast in fts

wha'e the Asab powers have an opporcunity o
a

Aud'm\l’y bt equip Poieminian politics as a
holder for a challenging future, where
-afte:

core stakel
the much sought-after two-state solution remains
distan

deal The future of West Aslan prosperity, newer

geo-economic architectures such as the

India-Middle East-Euwrope Economic Corridor, a
of Accords, and

even the radicalism of a Saudi Arabia-Israel

on this

ideology Israeli security and
while Hamas and Israel continue to remain on the
same p: cwo-state solution, despite a

age against a
Flobal puash for this being the only viable opeion

ges
momentum. At the end of the day, the
of 1

regional fissures by
regional powers will determine all outcomes.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Disbanded

{inside pages, January 17).
for a probe of the
a Joint Parliamentary
Committee will fade away
sooner than later.

Johan

Chennai

of allotting vast acreage of
land A

people as well as be a more
befitting memorial for a
great leader.

P.J. Thom,

Vazhapally, Kottayam, Kerala

The effect is
There 1o littie daube that the
emphasis in T20 cricket, on
‘power hitting” a
aggressive stroke play, has
affected the skills of indian
batters in matches or series
where it calls for one's

Group by

intellectual pursuic. There is also scope for
we dinated work among South Aslan coun-
tries, including Sri Lanka, istan

Afghanistan, to unrxvel the mystery. But if

ted to
impact the Sxecution of any such study, th
India, will be much the poorer for
‘% Gl

and
It is silly that the

suitable
former

for its
Prirme Minister in Test cricket has been

{nside pages, January 17).

Singh This shift
raises the important

question er the
passion for the longest

a5

revis
vance and the viability

format has been replaced

Also,
the Influcc of forelgn plsyers
in the India

League and the

Cheteshwar Pujara an g
in the five-day game,

Sanju Samson and Tiia
Varma choices in
T20 crickes.

M Aravind,

given to it have
overshadowed the value
and the importance of
Indian domestic cricket.
R. rmar,

Chenns

The debate on whether
exposure to T20 cricket has
an impact
performance of indian
Datters in the fonger
versions of the game has
been raging for quite some
ey Md I' s\ansncs are
y ind he effect is
pl.AnIy bl AL far o=
re concemed, they
shouk! possess different
mindsets for 120, which is
nothing but slam-bang.
cricket. In Test cricket, the
batters have to concentrate
more on defensive
techniques, as longevity at
the crease is paramount. it
is this factor that makes
som. as
. |

india is a huge country and
it may make sense to hawe
separate cricket coaches for
separate formats. For

Deadty event
The report in this daily, “Six

the fact that tod

jaltikatiu is a blood sport.

The hurmane treatment of

bulls has been described in
17), classical Tamil literature.

the urgent need Kangayam R. Narasimhan,

Chenna

Itis painful to note both

be'a 120 (head) coach as ief grave danger for many
the game hit Tamil Nadu continue their innocent peop!

out approach from the very L _Readers must A Rangarajan,

first ball Cheteshwar join hands to ask the Chief Chennas

Pujara, VLS. Laxman and end this “sport’

Rahul Dravid may be more once and for all. “Lit for

suited as Test match
coaches as the game here
needs more of a defensive
approach and staying at the
crease. OD#s {with 50 owers)
need both a defensive and
hit out approach. Virender

separa
different formats so as not
to mix up batting styles.
PAL Madhu Nivrit,

- Gl

report, of a group of people
bull, is

animal Ancient Tamil
literature describes
jallikattu only as ‘Er

Life”
Literature has the power to
inspire, challenge and
transfoem lives and itis
wionderful that The

“Lit for Life’, a festival for the

magic of words in Chennai.
TS, Karthik,
Chenna

the bull’) without causing
animal any ha letrers:
Pain. There & no gainsaying

Letters emailed to
indu co.in
musst carry the postal address.

-
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India’s real growth rate and the forecast

he First Advance Estimates (FAE) of

National Accounts for 2024-25 show a

real GDP growth of 6.4% and a nominal

GDP growth of 9.7%. These numbers
have fallen short of the Reserve Bank of India’s
revised growth estimate of 6.6% for real GDP, as
in its December 2024 monetary policy statement
and 10.5% for nominal GDP growth as in the
2024-25 Union Budget presented in July 2024.

The annual growth of 6.4% can be seen as

consisting of 6% growth in the first half and 6.7%
growth in the second half. There is, thus, a clear
improvement expected over the Q2 growth of
5.4%. The sharp fall in 2024-25 annual GDP
growth from that of the previous year at 8.2% is
seen only in the case of GDP. With respect to
Gross Value Added (GVA), this difference,
between 7.2% and 6.4%, is much less. On the GVA
side, it was the manufacturing sector which
suffered a sharp fall in sectoral growth from 9.9%
in 2023-24 to 5.3% in 2024-25.

Growth prospects for 2025-26
The Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate at
constant prices has ranged between 33.3% and
33.5% during 2021-22 to 2024-25. Thus, it appears
to have stabilised around 33.4%. It is expected to
continue at this level in 2025-26. The average
Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) has been
marginally higher than 5 in recent years.
Assuming ICOR to be 5.1 in 2025-26, we may
consider a 6.5% real GDP growth to be realistic.

There may not be much change in the global
economy even though Donald Trump’s
assumption of office may create more
uncertainty. India will have to largely depend on
domestic demand.

In particular, the Government of India has to
ensure that there is no relaxation in its
investment expenditure. In fact, the slightly lower

C. Rangarajan
is formew\,
Prime MiMSter’s

Economic Advisory
Council, and former
Governor, Reserve
Bank of India

’
D.K. Srivastava

is Honorary Professor,
Madras School of
Economics, and

Member, Advisory
Council to the

Over the next
five years, the
best that India
may hope for is
a steady real
GDP growth
rate of 6.5%

growth in 2024-25 is largely linked to the
slowdown in the Government of India’s
investment growth which has remained negative
at (-)12.3% even after eight months into the fiscal
year.

With a lower nominal GDP growth in 2024-25
of 9.7% as compared to the budgeted nominal
GDP growth of 10.5%, the budgeted Gross Tax
Revenue (GTR) of ¥38.4 lakh crore may not be
realised if the budgeted buoyancy of 1.03 is
maintained. As per Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) data, GTR growth for the first
eight months was 10.7%. If this growth is
maintained for the remaining months also, the
realised buoyancy would be about 1.1, which is
higher than the budgeted buoyancy. In such a
case, tax revenue shortfall will be minimal. In
other words, any revenue constraint or likely
pressure on fiscal deficit would not constrain the
government’s ability to achieve its capital
expenditure target of %11.1 lakh crore.

Reason for the dip

| However, after the first eight months, the level of
the Government of India’s capital expenditure
has remained limited to ¥5.14 lakh crore, that is
46.2% of the Budget target. In the remaining four
months, the Government of India’s capital
expenditure may be accelerated. It may still fall
well short of the target. This has been the main
reason for the dip in overall real GDP growth in
2024-25.

Going forward in 2025-26, the Government of
India will have to continue to rely on an
accelerated capital expenditure growth which
can be kept at least at 20% on the revised
estimates for 2024-25. Sustained government
capital expenditures can have a favourable effect

investment expenditure of the government

on private investment. The size and the pattern of

should be designed to accelerate private
investment as well.

Medium- to long-term growth prospects
Over a period of next five years, the best that
India may hope for is a steady real GDP growth
rate of 6.5%. This is in line with the International
Monetary Fund’s real GDP growth projection for
the Indian economy, as in its October 2024
release, which is at 6.5% over the period 2025-26
to 2029-30. This real GDP growth may be
accompanied by an implicit price deflator
(IPD)-based inflation of about 4% which can give a
nominal GDP growth in the range of 10.5%-11%. In
years in which global conditions improve and the
contribution of net exports to GDP growth
becomes significant, real GDP growth may touch
even 7%. If a real growth of around 6.5% and a
nominal growth in the range of 10.5%-11% are
maintained over the long run with an average
exchange rate depreciation of 2.5% per annum,
India should be able to reach a per capita GDP
level consistent with a developed country status
in the next two and half decades. But the task is
not going to be easy. It will be hard to grow at
6.5% as the base keeps on increasing. In fact, in
the earlier years, the growth rate will have to be
higher. But, at present, the potential rate of
growth appears to be 6.5%. However, it can
change.

In the light of a potential growth rate of 6.5%,
the achievement of 6.4% in 2024-25 should not be
considered as disappointing. In fact, the
achievement of 8.2% in 2023-24 should be
considered as a flash in the pan. The current
year’s growth rate of 6.4% as in the first advance
estimates should be seen in the context of India’s
potential growth rate.

The views expressed are personal




* Real GDP growth is estimated at16.4%\and nominal GDP growth af 9.7%
for 2024-25.

- 2024-25 ¥ faT aFafa® Gpp g 6.4% 3R ATHAE GDP Igfar
9.7% TEA FT AT g

* These figures are lower than the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) forecast of
6.6% real GDP growth.

+ I 3Mehs AR RSd dF (RBI) & 6.6% FEafa® GDPIEf &
qa{AT § FA B

* India's GDP Growth for 2024-25 / zi 4-25 % fOIT ARG &1 GD\N



* Growth in first half of the year wa%ﬁ, and for the second half, it
is expected to be 6.7%.

- ggcll AT A J5for 6.0% o, 3R qEd oA & 6.7% 3
N T B

* The manufacturing sector's growth dropped sharply from 9.9% in
2023-24t0 5.3% i 4-25.

- fAToT &1 #Y gefer 2023-24 A 9.9% | "ETHT 2024-25 A
5.3% & TS



* Economic Growth Forecast for 2025-26 / 2025-26 & v 3+ g&idr &1
ﬁ C ~

1) SN )

* The Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) rate has been stable at around 33.4%.
weher YT Iolt AT (GFCF) T FmEr 33.4% W AR &= g% F
Real GDP growth is expected to be aroun¢-6.5% in 2025-26.

2025-26 H TFATAEH GDP JEIA SIHT 6.5% g1 I HHIGT Bl

Incremental Capital Output Ratio (ICOR) is estimated at 5.1, meaning higher
efficiency in capital use.

qREfia_qell 3eUree 31791 (ICOR) 5.1 81 T A ¢, fawd qait
Wﬁaﬁmmé’hﬁl(



Impact of Investment on Growth / 3 &T AT W IHET

Government's investment growth has remained negative (-)12.3%, leading to lower GDP
growth.

FERT faer 3gfor (-)12.3% @1, @8 Gop ggfr weifad s
Capital expenditure target of X11.1 lakh crore needs to be achieved to sustain growth.
X11.1 9 FO5 F TElerd TT T8 H UIod FAT ATF ¢

Gross Tax Revenue (GTR) growth in first 8 months was 10.7%, exceeding the budgeted
1.03%.

ygd 8 ARG A Wdhol FY U (GTR) I&fX 10.7% oft, Y Folc ITATT
1.03% ¥ O+ B “° °



* Medium to Long-Term Growth Prospects / HEIH d dedwifers aafér
HHTIATT

* IMF predicts India's real GDP growth at 6.5%)from 2025-26 to 2029-30.

-|Mra:r3wmwr%ﬁ:202526 T 2029-30 d HRT I drEdfas
GDPaaﬁr 6.5% gaf|

* With an implicit price deflator (IPD) of 4%, nominal GDP growth could be
10.5%-11%.

+ 4% Aed JIEDIAFRSF (IPD) & HTY, ATHATT GDP I&f& 10.5%-11%
g "erd! ¢




* If global economic conditions improve, real GDP growth could even
touch 7%.

- gfg IRaw nfdew RFafear gueed 8§ ar aeafas eop
aaf*?ﬂ%a?qﬁrawﬁ%

* India could reach developed country status in the next two and half
decades

%mmaéaemﬁﬁmaaarmﬁ‘rmwm
|



. Challenges and Recommendations / ﬂ?l’fﬁ'qT 3R e
Government must accelerate capital expenditure growth at 20% per year.
IR A Tellord 7T gefer 1 9fd 9 20% 9T S0 3@t g
* Private investment should be encouraged through policy reforms.

- Afdera guRt F Aredw @ S 3w w Newfea @ s el

* Exchange rate depreciation of 2.5% per annum should be maintained for
stability.

- TRar & AT RAfAAT e #1 9fd a¥ 2.5% aHAeqT T4AC @M ST
Sl



Aspect

Definition

Adjustment

for Inflation

Reflects

Used For

Formula

Impact of

Inflation

Economic

Analysis

Example

Real GDP

Measures the total value of goods and services

adjusted fer inflation.

Adjusted using a base year's prices.

The actual purchasing power of an economy.

Comparing economic growth over time without

the effect of inflation.

Real GDP = Nominal GDP | GDP Deflator x 100

Remaiins siawnie as it accounts for price changes.

More reliable tfor long-term growth trends.

If a country produces 1,000 units of a product at
100 each in 2010 (base year), and the same
quantity in 2025 but at 2150 each, Real GDP
remains ¥1,00,000, while Nominal GDP
becomes ¥1,50,000.

Nominal GDP

Measures the total value of goods
and services at current market
prices.

Not adjusted; includes the effects

of inflation.

The raw economic output in

current prices.

Measuring economic activity in a
given year but does not reflect
price stability.

Nominal GDP = Quantity of
Goods x Current Price

Increases with inflation, making it

less accurate for comparison.

Useful for current economic size
comparison but misleading for
trend analysis.

If inflation rises, Nominal GDP
can increase even if actual
production doesn't, leading to a

distorted economic picture.




Country

United
States

China

Germany
Japan

India

nNorminal GDP (USD
trillions)

Ao
Ll.9O0

Country

China

United
States

india
Japan

Germany

Rezi GDP (PPP) (USD

trillions)

30.07




Aspect

Measures

Use Case

Inflation

Adjustment

Example

Real GDP (Constant Prices)

inflation-adjusted GDP using a

base year

Economic growth tracking within a

country

Yes, within a country

U.S. Real GDP in 2015 prices

Real GDP (PPP)

GDP adjusted for cost of living across

countries

Internationa! cconomic comparisons

Yes, based on global price differences

India’s PPP-adjusted GDP is higher than its

nominal GDP
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Mulholland Drive and Twin Peaks

~
David Lynch — the director of Malholland

oid. The cause and location of death were not specified. Lynch had
suffered from emphysema after years of heavy smoking 4=

Indian sentenced to eight vears for

attempted atta

on White Hous

~
Incian national Sai Varshith Kanduls, 20, was sentenced to eight
years for an attempted attack on the White House with a rented
truck on May 22, 2023. Born in Chandanagar, Kanduts was 2 lawful
permanent resident of the U.S. with 2 green card. The picture shows
a police officer Inspecting the site of attack. P11

WASHINGCTON

U.S. Supreme Court upholds law
banning TikTok in the country

JU

A

South Sudan dec

ares nighttime

curfew after looting in capital

—

==uTERS

~
The L1 SuipesmminCoet phald o b tiat ol e TREol

potentially denying the

riIng app to 170 million users n

video.
The court ruled that the touw does ot violate froe spesch

rights and that the US.

security concems about a Chinese (ompany owning the app. »+

~

REUTERS

Police in South Sudan declared 2 nighttime curfew on Friday, the
marmeng after ant-Sudanese protests in the capital Juba
degenerated into locting. Protests broke out on Thursday following.
reports that 29 South Sudanese citizens had been killed in
nelghbourning Sudan earlier in the week. Are

China’s population declines for third
consecutive year; straining economy

China’s

lation stood at 1408 billion at the end of 2024, a decline of 1.39

million from the previous year: The figures

follow trends worldwide, but especially in East Asia, where Japan, South Korea and others have seen birth rates plummet

1.39 million from the pre-
vious year.

& figures announced
by the government in Belj-

Rising cost of living has been attributed a3 one of
= for pecple to not have children. Ase

rends world-
pecially in East

e Japan, South
other nations
ir birth rates

China

three

nations
population is fall-

ing. The reasons are in ma-
ny cases similar: rising
costs of living are causing
young people to put off or
Tule out marriage and child
birth while pursuing high-

Lopsi x ratio
Countries such as China
that allow very little immi-
gration are especially at
risk_ China also has a lop-
sided sex ratio, with as ma-
ny as millions more boys
born for every 100 girls,
0~
Cial Inscabiticy among Chi-

na‘s army of bachelors. Fri-
day's report gave the sex
imbalance as 104.34 men

government was
falling birthrate, with
China's total on

st time
fiie deczdes in 2023 and Chi-

Pakistani court sentences
Imran, wife to prison for graft

ISLAMASAD

A Pakistani court on Friday
sentenced the country’s ak-
o

ready-imprisoned former
Prime  Minister Imran
Khan and his wife to 34 and

a real estate tycoon in

overta-
ey o tadia he the worids
most populous nation in
the same year. A rapidly ag-
o

for
money when Mr. Khan was

power.
Prosecutors say the bu-
Malik

e

workforce. lack of cons:

r markets and migration
abroad are pu the sys-
tem under severe pressure.

. was
then allowed by Mr. Khan
o pay fnes that were im-
posed on him in another
case from the same laun-

: Supporters of wmran Khan protest in Peshawar

against the court verdict on Friday.

dered money of £190 mil-

are a plot by rivals to keep

him from returning to of-
fice.

A post from Khan's ac-
count on the X urged his
support

University
built by his wife’s charity
will also be taken over by
authorities in Punjab.

" v s
Migrant boat capsizes

off West African coast
killing 40 Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD

More than 40 Pakistanis

as a primary
poln( of departure for mi-
aiming to reach Eu-
Fope. President Asif All Zar-
expressed grief over

the deaths.
Mr. Zardari’s comments.
mn a late on

lands and that 44 of them
vere

w oup
e el mlgranls began
their journey on January 2.

said it had
been informed by its em-
bassy in Morocco that a

boat carrying SO passen-
gers, including some Pakis-
tanis, had off from

Mauritania and capsized
near Dakhla. a Moroccan-

their way to the Canary Is-

port city in the
disputed Western Sahara_
Almost all the Pakistanis

sho were were
from cities in the eastern
Punjab province.

Rlnglng in New Year

Vishors look at » sowsering sculpture floral display of the Madam Whits Snale exhibit at Gardens by the Bay's Chinese New Year theme in

Singapore on Friday. aF

Russia, Iran sign treaty to deepen ties in the face of Western curbs

Associated Press
MasCoOw

Russian President Viadimir
Putin and his Iranian coun-
fepart. Masoud Pexesh-
K

their partnership in
face of stinging Western
sanctions.
Russian and Iranian offi-
cials say the ~comprehen-
sive strategic partnership
wreaty™ covers all areas —
from wade and military
to science,

fainable development of
an and the entire
region.~

He said the amount of

countries are trying to re-
cm

solve technical obstacles to

corridors to franian ports
in the Gulf.

Mr. Pezeshkian said the

on Iran, \nh.h:h s gmypung
with g econom.
problems and other chal-

Common interests: Viadimir Putin, right, and Masoud Pezeshican

at the Kremlin on Friday. AP

ditional impulse to practi-
cally all areas

lenges. military

setbacks in its sphere of in-

fluence across. Wesl Astn
Kremlin

Dmitry Peskov dismissed

a saying
slgnlng had been planned

Welcoullng ‘\I.l' Pezesh-
kian as w sat down for
talks, Mr. Putin said the
new treaty will “give an ad-

Mr. Ptzesh.kj lan, who
AMr. Putin for the third
time since coming to pow-
er in July, sald the docu-
ments form a “solid foun-
dation for our forward

we are on this path strong-
ly.” he sasd.

The Iranian

definicely.
Russia’s ties with Iran
have grown after Mr.

Putin sent troops into Uk-
raime in l-ehn:ary 2022 Uk-
raine and the West have ac
Ced Tehran of prm'ldlng
Moscow with hundreds of
drones for use to attack \Jk—
raine, which Moscow and
‘Tehran have dense:

tran jnlned

ing economies and Mr. Pe-

zeshkian attended its sum-

mit, which was hosted by
Russia in Kazan.

Russia and Iran, wmch
had

con:lnl

in_the region should re-
solve their own problems
themselves, adding in an
apparent reference to the
U.S. that the of

the past,

ties after the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991, with
Moscow emerging as a key
trade partner and supplier
of and

outside forces will only ex-
acerbate tensions and des-
tabilize the situation.
“They come from
another side of the world

gles for Tehran, which has
faced bruising internation-
al sanctions.

Russia built fran's first

nuclear plant that was
d in 2013 and is
two more nuclear

buil,
reactors there.

Russia was part of the
2015 deal between fran
and six nuclear powers of-
fering sanctions relief for
Tehran in exchange for

#ts atomic pro-

iran when the U.S. unilat-
erally withdrew from the
agreement during Trump’s
first term.

ussia _and
pooled their efforts to
shore up Bashar al-Assad's
government during Syria’s
civil war, but failed to pre-
vent his downfall last
month after a lightning of-
fensive by the opposition.
Mr. Assad and his family
fled to Russia.

Tehran asingly
necds Moscow's assistance
as it faces economic woes
and  stinging  setbacks
its sphere of in-
fluence in West Asia. The
troubles could deepen af:
ter AMr. Trump retu
the White House wnh nia
policy of “maximu:
sure” on fran.

iran also

Three lawyers of
Alexei Navalny get
jail terms in Russia

PETUSHKI

Russia on Friday sen-
tenced three lawyers who
had Alex:

Nadim Kobzey,

Alexei Li + and

found guilty of
in an

i Nav:
ny to several years in pri-

The case, which comes
ami

on dissent during the Uk-
raine  offensive, has

unex-
plained death In an Arctic
prison colony last Febru-

ary.
Vadim Kobrev,
nd Igor
v found gailey of part:
cipating in an “extremist
organisation™ by a court in
the town of Petushki
Mr. Kobzev, the most

Alﬂel

high-profile member of Na-
vainy's legal team. was

They were aimost the
only people visiting Naval-
ny in prison while he
served his 19-year

Putin's

sentence.

Navalny,
main political opponent,
communicated with the
world by cranemitting mes-
sages through his lawyers.
Which hie e then pu-
blsshed on sodal media.

Passing letters and m

Tawyers s a

e peactice in Fussian
prisons.

M

Navalny's exiled widow
Yulia Navalnaya said the la-
wyers were pohucal prl—

‘extremist group’

Navalnys team has ac-
cused prison authorities of
having secretly flmed Na
ny's meetings with his
lawyers, which are meant
to be confidental His
team published footage of
the meetings on soclal me-
dia to support their claim.

“New low e
The Netherlands said that
pursuing vers
marked 3 “new low point
in the already dire human

persecutiol
Bxl!alns Foreign Minis-
David Lammy posted
“Nearly a year on
from Navalny's death, the
Russian authorities conti-

east of Moscow — near the
Pokrov prison where Na-
valny was held before he
was moved to a remote co-
lony above the Arctic Cir-

“We are on erial for pass-
ing Navalny's thoughts to

statement from the
court said they had “used
their status as lawyers
while visiting convict Na-

ny... to ensure the regu-
lar transfer of information

and hiding outside the R
stan Federation, and Naval-
iy

Amx




China’s population declines for third
consecutive year, straining economy

China’s population stood at 1408 billion at the end of 2024, a decline 0f1.39 milliOy from the previous year; The figures

follow trends worldwide, but especially in East Asia, where Japan, South Roreaand others have seen birth rates plummet

Associated Press
TAIPEI

hina’s population
fell last year for the
third straight year,
its government said on Fri-
day, pointing to further de-
mographic challenges for
the world’s second most
populous nation, which is
now facing an ageing pop-
ulation and an emerging
shortage of working age

C

people.
China’s population
stood at 1.408 billion at the

end of 2024, a decline of
1.39 million from the pre-
vious year.

The figures announced
by the government in Beij-

— ~

- o
A ‘ ‘

Dwindling lot: Rising cost of living has been attributed as one of
the main reasons for people to not have children. AFp

ing follow trends world-
wide, but especially in East
Asia, where Japan, South
Korea and other nations
have seen their birth rates

plummet. China three
years ago joined Japan and
most of Eastern Europe
among other nations
whose population is fall-

ing. The reasons are in ma-
ny cases similar: rising
costs of living are causing
young people to put off or
rule out marriage and child
birth while pursuing high-
er education and careers.
While people are living
longer, that’s not enough
to keep up with rate of new
births.

Lopsided sex ratio

Countries such as China
that allow very little immi-
gration are especially at
risk. China also has a lop-
sided sex ratio, with as ma-
ny as millions more boys
born for every 100 girls,
raising the possibility of so-
cial instability among Chi-

na’s army of bachelors. Fri-
day’s report gave the sex
imbalance as 104.34 men
to every 100 women,
though independent
groups give the imbalance
as considerably higher.
More disturbing for the
government was the drasti-
cally falling birthrate, with
China’s total population
dropping for the first time
in decades in 2023 and Chi-
na being narrowly overta-
ken by India as the world’s
most populous nation in
the same year. A rapidly ag-
ing population, declining
workforce, lack of consum-
er markets and migration
abroad are putting the sys-
tem under severe pressure.




Consecutive Year / ePTIAR dAY ¥ J9EAT # PRrae

China’s’population stood at|1.408 billion at the end of 2024, marking a decline of 1.39 million
from the previous year.

2024
A ¢l

This is the third straight year of population decline causing demographic challenges.

air T Y ) STAHIEIH T

Chlna faces an ageing population and a shortage of working-age people.

« AT B ot IMETEY R FHSEN 37 F A f FA FT FHAT FET 95 W@ P

Population Decline for Thi

1.408 3w Y, S Mo a¥ A Jorar A 1.39 Aferga



* Reasons for Population Decline / SHTEAT fEae & FROT

* Similar trends are seen in East Asian nations like Japan and South
Korea, where birth rates have fallen significantly.

« ST 3R gfaror IR S qdf of s ot & e X &
il PRrEe &t oE 2

* Rising costs of living discourage young people from mam;i/age and
ch_i@earing ’

ﬁﬁm%wwawﬁ?aﬁ#ﬂ#ﬁ
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* Younger generations prefer higher education and careers over
starting families.
qRAR & FI H T 3T A8 3 FRIT F:1

" e g W d
* Longer life e ancy does not offset the lower birth rates.

- Tt Y 3T I 99 W B, AfFT FeH o Hr FRrae sEdh
TS AT HT a1 I



* Economic and Social Implications / 3Tfd& 31X FmToe 93T

e China has a lopsided sex ratio with 104.34 men for every 100 women, leading to social
instability.

-iﬁa%ﬁ104.34gwa:§waﬁ100ﬂ%mﬁ%,mmmaﬂ'§aﬂaz
&l el

* This imbalance creates an army of bachelors, as millions of boys are born for every 100
girls.

. $H FHEGAT & d@ goNt F v Raw #1 @95 @3 & @ i



* Labour shortages and a declining workforce threaten China’s economic growth.

« 33 Y T 3N wed FRiTT D B RE gar F @A F s @ B

* Consumer demand is weakening, affecting industries and long-term development.
-mlmmaw%,mmmmﬁmwm

* China’s population decline coincided with India overtaking it as the world’s most
populous nation. —

- AT F FaHEAT H FEe F Y § AR gfAar F1 g9 3RAF Sawean
ardT 39 <7 T




* Government's Response and Future Outlook / SIHR 6T gfaferar 3x wfgsg
HATIATT

* China allows very little immigration, worsening its demographic crisis.
-mﬁa@mmﬁﬂﬂﬁ%,mmwmﬁm%l

* Economic policies need to focus on workforce retention and productivity.

« 3T+ AT FF FRTT T9C @R 3T 3UGHAT T T €T AT g



* Incentives for families to have more children could be introduced.
- TR AOF Toal A FwA X F AT NeweaT N ARy FT TR B

* The next few decades will be crucial in determining China's ability to sustain economic
growth amid population decline.

- 3T} FS AR I8 a7 Ft & de Fawear fae & a@eg s fww
qATC T& FFHAT ¢ AT Tei|



Country
Cook Islands

American Samoa

Puerto Rico

Saint Pierre and
Miquelon

Moldova
Latvia
RGUEDIE
Romania
Estonia

Micronesia

Annual Population Decline
Rate (%)

-2.24%

-1.74%

Primary Factors

High emigration, low birth rates

Emigration, limited economic
opportunities

Economic challenges, migration to
mainland U.S.

Emigration, aging population

High emigration, low birth rates
Emigration, declining fertility rates
Emigration, low birth rates
Emigration, aging population
Emigration, low birth rates

Emigration, limited economic

opportunities
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RIL's O2C segment seen

picking up in FY26
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Aditya Birla's Indriya eyes

100 stores in 3 years

Unhappy new year
for investors so far

Son (242,363
crore). On the other hand,
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<
revival plan for debt laden
Rashtriya ispat Nigam (RINL),
laccording to a statement
released on Friday. meace 2

ANGE RESERVES

(Diks) provided much-needed
support to the markets, pus-
chasing T49,367 crore shares.

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty foll nearty 296 cach,
while the broader BSE Midcag
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the first fortnight of 2025. On
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Q3 a mixed bag for IT majors

® Growth for Infy,

‘Wipro; challenges

forTCS, HCLTech

PADMINI DHRUVARAS
ngalury, January 17

THE OCTOBER-DECEMBER

cuearter braadly marked a turn-

ing point for domestsc IT firms,
with signs of revival in discre

heir
losing streak for a

sixth straight week and

stood at 2 10-month low of

$525.87 biion as of January

20, RBI data showe.
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Harvest tax-free
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equity holdings
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TCS and HOLTech could not.

the industry.
o — poxled sequential
revenue and profi pr=m

TECH COLLAB

ven by improved demand in
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and Europe. MD & CEO Salil

cial services. This quarter, we
e witacestng skl & lreruis

Wipro reported a minor
beating expec-

tations due to strong demand

in the Americas and the

wal return of discretionary

i Serhand e US reeat and
consumer products"

Blinkit gets ¥500 cr
more from Zomato
ZOMATO HAS INFUSED
2S00 crore into Blinkit,

commerce arm. mPAGE &

pmgumm foe defence and
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All a/cs must have
nominations: RBI

THE RESERVE BANK of
India on Friday asked banks

lockers, reports PTIL

KaleidEO, EtherealX among startups shortlisted for joint project

7 Indian space firms set for US lift-off

FedTech,whichestablished the  sectors — defence and dual-
ina in use =aid Rabul
2024, selected seven Indian  Devijani, as they pe
= arac tall - = Vemtures. ess in their niches

aual-u:

epicre opportunstios to oot

way about specfic projects.

“This programme offers
valuable resources, mentor-
ship, and essential connections

The startups will get access
to the world = biggest deferce
and space market and poten-
tially work with US defence

Tk

=atellite observation and
emmerging space and efence

and we look forward to part-
nering with FedTech on this
initiative toaccelerate private-

Ventures US-based

and

sector between
the two countries in strategic

Grumman, Lockheed Martin

sitivity of the matter.

public bel

Continued on Page 6

Economic
growth set
to pick up:
RBI bulletin
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Carmakers look beyond

electric in green drive

® Hydrogen,
hybrid & ﬂex—fuel
tech on display

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY
& SWARAS
News Delhi, January 17

WHILE ELECTRIC VEHICLES

storing. thelatest
Reserve Bank of India (REI)
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Gluh.ﬂ Expo, which opened on
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to take on Tesla: Jindal
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Venues for

National Games

Dehradun: Squash, Archery, Shooting Pistol &
Rifle, 5x5 & 3x3 Basketball, Gymnastics, Netball,
Wushu, Judo, Rugby Sevens, Lawn Bowl, Athletics,
Weightlifting, Badminton, Table tennis, Tennis

slalom, Beach handball, Beach Volleyball, Beach
Kabaddi.

U-dhamSingh Nagar: Cycling Trek, Cycling
Road, Handball, Volleyball, Shooting Trap,
Skate, Mallakhamb.

Haldwani: Football, Kho-Kho, Taekwondo,
Modern Pentathlon, Swimming, Fencing,
Triathlon.

Haridwar: Hockey, Kabaddi, Kushti,Kalaripayattu.

New Tehri: Kayaking and Canoeing (Spring),
rowing.

Nainital(Bhimtal): Cycling MTB.

Almora: Yogasan

ﬁthoragarh; Boxing

Champawat: Rafting

gt

About 10,000 players from across the
country will showcase their sporting skills

Organization of the National Games will
provide a new platform to the sporting
talent of Uttarakhand.

Players from across the country will showcase
their strength acrogs 35 sports ev

Yoga and Malkhamb have been included
in the National es.



Symbols of State



Tripura unveiled its first official state emblem after

approval from the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).

The proposal for the emblem of the Government of
Tripura has been approved under Rule 4(2) of the State
Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007






 What are the Provisions Related to the State’s Flag, Emblem and
Song?

e State Flag: States in India can have a state flag, as long as it does not
supersede or contradict the Indian national flag as per the Emblems
and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950, Flag Code of
India,

e 2002 and the Prevention of Insultsrto Nati | Honour 1971.

* The Supreme Court of India (SC) in i v. Union of India
Case 1994 ruled that states can have their own flags, as long as they
do not dishonor the national flag.




SC further stated that the Constitution of India does
not prohibit states from having their own flags.

N N\ N %

VS

It held that the state flag should always be flown
below the national flag, cannot be flown alongside it,
and cannot be used for official or statutory purposes.

%




 State Emblem: The State Emblem of India is regulated under the State Emblem
of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005.

- States in India can adopt their emblem but require Union Home Ministry
approval for state symbols.

 Authorized uses of states’ emblems include official seals, stationery,
vehicles, and key public buildings. Unauthorized use for personal,
organizational, or commercial purposes is strictly prohibited.






The long-standing reliance on Body Mass Index
(BMI) for diagnosing obesity is increasingly being
guestioned due to its limitations.

BMI can overestimate obesity in muscular
individuals like athletes and underestimate obesity
in those with excessive fat but low muscle mass.




The Lancet recommends using alternative metrics such as
waist circumference, waist-hip ratio, and waist-height ratio,
which consider gender, age, and ethnicity differences.

Obesity should be classified as pre-clinical (no organ

dysfunction) and clinical (with organ dysfunction and
activity impairment).




* BMI is a measure used to assess whether a person has
a healthy body weight for a given height. It is calculated using a
person's weight and height.

 Obesity in India: As per The Lancet, 70% of India's urbal&
population is classified as obese or overweight.

/

* India ranks 3rd, just behind the US and China, in the list of top 10
countries with the highest number of obese individuals.

* Obesity is a health condition caused by excessive body fat, diagnosed
when BMI is 30 or higher.
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 Siachen Glacier, the world’s highest and coldest battlefield, has now
been equipped with high-speed 4G and 5G connectivity.

 About Siachen Glacier

* The Siachen Glacier is a Piedmont glacier, which spreads out on a
plain at the base of mountains. It is the world’s second-longest non-
polar glacier after the Fedchenko Glacier in Tajikistan.

* It is located in the Karakoram Range, between the Saltoro Ridge to
the west and the main Karakoram Range to the east.



* The glacier originates near Indira Col West, marking the boundary
between Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent.

* The glacier feeds the Nubra River, which is a tributary of the Shyok
River. The Shyok River is part of the larger Indus River system.

* India took control of the glacier under Operation Meghdoot
(1984), preempting Pakistan’s plans to occupy it.



Kampala
Declaration




 The Kampala Declaration fq-ﬁ@:eéagé—#evﬁmfrom 2026 to 2035
was adopted in the Extraordinary African Union Summit on -

the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP).

 About
* The new declaration is the successor to the@eclaratio /

* During the summit, African leaders endorsed the ten-year CAADP action
plan (2026—-2035), outlining a detailed roadmap for transforming
agriculture across Africa.




* Objectives of Kampala Declaration

* Intensifying sustainable food production, agro-industrialization, and
trade,

* Boosting Investment and Financing for Accelerated Agrifood Systems
Transformation,

* Ensuring Food and Nutrition Security,

* Advancing Inclusivity and Equitable Livelihoods,
* Building Resilient Agrifood Systems,
 Strengthening Agrifood Systems Governance.
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* Who mediated the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas?

wﬁmﬁmmm#ﬁmﬁmww

* A. United Nations and Russia / a'qa-—cr IS¢ I ™
B. Qatar and the United States / *hal 3ﬁT AR
C. European Union and Turkey / mﬂ' g 3R Flﬁ
D. Saudi Arabia and Egypt/m 3T ik Aw



 What is India's estimated Real GDP gro for 2024-25?
- 2024-25 F AT HRA A AT aEdfds GDP FEfe FAT 87
*A.5.8%

B. 6.4%

C.7.2%
D. 6.9%



 What is the key reason for the drop in India’s manufacturing sector
growth in 2024-25?

-2024§5ﬁm$ﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂa€mmw
AT &7

* A. Decline in global demand /ﬁﬁaﬂ? AT A fREe
B. High interest rates / 3T 4Tl &Y

C. Reduced government spendlgﬁlm gd H FHAT
D. All of the above / 3U0Fd



 Which country experienced a third consecutive year of population
decline?

e HIF GT U TMAR AL ¥ FTIAEAT § FRIae T @ 82
* A. Japan / ST9TeT

B. South Korea / €f&IoT SIRAT
C. China / e
D. Germany / STH#AT



 What is the key factor behind China’s population decline?

- AT Fr FEAr REe & NS A& FRF 4T 82

* A. High cost of living / ST@eT IT9eT T 3TT AT
B. Low birth rates / fH STeH GI
C. Aging population / gc¥r 's‘IFII STAGEAT
D. All of the above / m it



* Which glacier was recently equipped with high-speed 4G and 5G
connectivity?

e BT T TATAIT A BT & A TE-TNT 4G 30T 56 FATFec@A @
o AT T 87 o

» A. Siachen Glacier / AT TAfAAT
B. Gangotri Glacier / IFMET TATAAR

C. Zemu Glacier / S TTAAT
D. Milam Glacier / e Tafdy



* Under which operation did India take control of the Siachen Glacier?

-gﬁﬁwﬁ@am#mﬁmﬁwﬁfﬂwmﬁlﬁwm

* A. Operation Vijay / 3T &<
B. Operation Meghdoot / 3TaereT

C. Operation Parakram LWQIFI' QIIshHA
D. Operation Cactus / 3TIR2A $dFeq



* What is the significance of the Kampala Declaration?
* HTFYTT HIYUIT 9T FT Agcd FAT g7

* A. Focuses on Africa’s agricultural transformation / IHFT & H'Tﬁl'
qRade I Higd

B. Supports space research and innovation /HHR’&T Wﬁﬂ?{ IR
TR T FAST FIAT &

C. Addresses global climate change policies / CIEEED ol eldTy qRade
Aifaat # gaifda war &

D. Establishes a trade agreement between African nations / 3ThIhY

el & T AR FASET TUT #aT &



* Where is the world’s largest book located?

. grT Y Fad TR Rear FE U ¥?

* A.India / ART
B. Myanmar / FTHAR
C. China / ==

D. Sri Lanka / SfieTehT



Fun Fact




World’s Largest e

b A N ‘} A'

Book }}pu\u.(,

* The Kuthodaw Pagoda in | ,is

home to the world’s largest
book, consisting of 729 marble
slabs inscribed with Buddhist
scriptures.
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