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grants bail to
AAP leader

NEW DELHI
After 18 months in jail in
connection with a money
Laundering case, senlor Aam
Asdimi Party leader and former
Minister in Delhi government,
Satyendar Jain, was granted
bad on Friday. » PAGE 3

on Friday. » PAGE 2

+
Bihar hooch
: 10 more
die, toll hits 35

PATNA

sEoUL

sou
found that North Korea has

against Ukraine, news reports
s3id on Fridsy. » PAGE 12

U.S. charges Indian for plot to murder Pannun

Vikash Yadav has been charged with a murder-for-hire plot, along with Nikhil Gupta; Indian probe team vi

ting Washington DC confirms he

'no longer” employed with

the Indian government: ‘it will be relentless in holding accountable anyone who seeks to harm and silence American citizen! says the US. justice department in a statement

WASHINGTON DC

n Indlan citizen, Vi-
kash Yadav, has

.S annun is
an India-designated terro-
rist. Mr. Yadav was identi-
fied thus far as “CC1" m
the original indictment re-
lated to the murder-for-
hire plot, filed by the US.
Department of Justice
(o)) in 2023.

Another Indian, Nkl

Gupta, was charged last
your and 1s cosreraly beg
detained yn, fol-

lowing his arrest in the

Czech Republic last year.

Gupta to find a hitman and
have Pannun kil

The charges against Mr.

Yaday were announced on
the Daj, two

days after an indian tves

> WANTED

BYTHEF

BI

VIKASH YADAV

d that Mr. Yadav
was “no longer” employed
by the Indian government.
18-page indictment
Mr. Yadav was charged in a
second superseding indict-
ment unsealed on Thurs-

{rict of New York. The 18-
page second indictment in-

(FBI) for Vikash Yadav. sEuTESS

cludes a picture of Mr. Ya-
dav in Army fatigues.

Mr Yadav was “em-
ployed by the Government
of India’s Cabinet Secreta
riar, which houses India's
foreign imtelligence ~ ser-
vice, the Research and
Analysis Wing~, during the

ment will be relentless in
holding sccountable any

person —
their position or pmxmuy
o power — who seeks
harm and silence Ameri-

can citizens,” sald Attor-

ney-General Merrick B.
Garland.
“The FBI will not toler-

ate acts of violence or

er efforts to  retaliate
st those reslding tn

the Us. for exercaing thel

and other identifying infor-
mation, to the indian na-
nal i of the

not confirm whether the
US. has now requested Mr.
adav's

prmecmd
rights,” FBI Deecyie Chris-
topher Wray sal
ah Wanied by the PRI
w:

as
mnnday, Which said that
Mr. Yadav was born in
Pnnpun Haryana, and

used ‘Amanat” as :n alias

th
Indian national, to facili-
tate the ploc.

~Yadav allegedly provid-
ed information, such as the
victim's  residential  ad-
dresses, phone numbers,

The MEA dedlined to
comment on the second in-

ot Despite repeat-  the Kiling Indla has contl-
ed requests for inf nued to e
tion, the dr:l Canadi;

including homtada and
across Canada.
Central 16 the trouble bet-

tani _separatist, Hardeep
smg- Nmu in June 2023
da. Canadian Prime

Micisner Justin Trudeau
had said Canada had intel-

Full throttle

Vroom vreem: A tourlst ventures into the Dal [ake on @ water SCoOter, one of STNAEAr'S POPULS WALEFSPOTT METACONS, IMEAN NSSAR

Uddhav’s Sena refuses to hold seat-sharing
talks with Maharashtra Congress president

MUMBAI

Seatsharing talla have hic

eray at his residence on Sa-

turday to pacify him.

“Will finalise soon”

"We will finalise the seat-
I 2 few days

There is no problem. 1 wil

o
®

ong:
with Shiu Sera (UST) chief Uddhay Thackeray. FILEFHOTO

Mr. Uddhav Thacke-
= Mr. Chennithala told

Meanwhile, the Shiv Se-
na UBT and the NCP (SP)

held another round of talks
on Friday. The Congress
was absent.

“In an alliance, when
there are so many parties,

gveryone wants more seats

for themselves.

should ot seretch 5o moch

that things will break,” Mr.
Thackeray told pressper-

sons on F

communicated
gress leader thu.l G.lndhl

leader said on the condi-
ymity.

‘and the

ts.
“When seat-sharing dis-
cussion goes on, there are

that
Tse if Mr. Patole was hotd-
ing them.

logjam
“His IMr. Patoles) ap-
proach is not

Congress is not i amy

tained by everyone. There
is no problem with the
Congress per se,” a senior

That is not the point,” a
leader said, adding that the
party had already spoken

way Mr. Patole was han-
diing the talks. Mr. Patole
remained unavailable for
comments. The MVA said it
had been able to aclne\.‘
consensus on almost 80!

of seats till now, but dlﬁ'&—
rences over Vidarbha per-

long.

J&K Cabinet
resolution
presses for
Statehood

Peerzada Ashis
SRINAGAR

had veered away from the
“I of Article 370"
The draft resolution was
discussed during the first
Cabinet meeting chaired
by the newly elected Chief
Minister on Thursday. Mr.
Abdullah and his five Mi-
nisters attended the Cabi-
net meeting in Srinagar.

PULL REPORT ON
AGE 4

Alteration’ of State
anthem sets off
spat between CM
and T.N. Governor

CTHENNAI

“Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi_on Friday accused
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin

“racist remark”

remark following a distort

ed rendition of the State

it the refe-

rence to the glory of “Dra-

vida" land, at of

Db Chenmias Ih which Mr
Ravi participated.

“Homble Clief Minister

Thi

RN Ravi
gomplece rendion, saylng
mor had nod

by td Lonundlng
that the troupe had inad-
vertently missed the line,
he said the matter was im-
mediately brought to the
notice of organisers and

sued a ugraubh K“ﬂ
this evening in which he
made a racist remark

Mr. Ravi, however, said
the CM knew it well thar “1

Earlier, sharing a video
of the rendition, Mr. Stalin
alleged this was Mr. Ravi's
“deliberate disrespect” to

ra.ll me Governor. The CM

Governor
wonld order for the word
“Dravida’ to

Mr. Stalin and political par-

3 so-
cial media post, distanced
the Raj Bhavan from the
controversy over the in-

m
Dravida
durm...” was an madvertent

Nal Thirunaa-

tion of

according special place to

Hindi and celebrating Hin-

di month In non-Hindl

speaking States is seen as

an aempe to belitle othe
 he sal

RELATED REPORT
»PAGE2




—

sl G\'}/ﬂ

U.S. charges Indian for plot to murder Pannun

Vikash Yadav has been charged with a murder-for-hire plot, along with Nikhil Gupta; Indian probe team visiting Washington DC confirms he is ‘no longer’ employed with

the Indian government; ‘it will be relentless in holding accountable anyone who seeks to harm and silence American citizen, says the US. justice department in a statement

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

n Indian citizen, Vi-
A kash Yadav, has
been charged with

directing a plot to murder
pro-Khalistan activist and
Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) chief
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
in New York last year.

A U.S. citizen, Pannun is
an India-designated terro-
rist. Mr. Yadav was identi-
fied thus far as “CC-1” in
the original indictment re-
lated to the murder-for-
hire plot, filed by the U.S.
Department of Justice
(Da)) in 2023.

Another Indian, Nikhil
Gupta, was charged last
year and is currently being
detained in Brooklyn, fol-
lowing his arrest in the

Czech Republic last year.
India-based Mr. Yadav, it is
alleged, had recruited Mr.
Gupta to find a hitman and
have Pannun killed.

The charges against Mr.
Yadav were announced on
Thursday by the DoJ, two
days after an Indian inves-
tigating team visited Wash-
ington DC. State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Matt
Miller said the Indian team
confirmed that Mr. Yadav
was “no longer” employed
by the Indian government.

18-page indictment

Mr. Yadav was charged in a
second superseding indict-
ment unsealed on Thurs-
day in the U.S. District
Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. The 18-
page second indictment in-

=

WANTED

BY THE FBI

The lookout notice issued by the Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon

(FBI) for Vikash Yadav. REUTERS

cludes a picture of Mr. Ya-
dav in Army fatigues.

Mr. Yadav was “em-
ployed by the Government
of India’s Cabinet Secreta-
riat, which houses India’s
foreign intelligence ser-
vice, the Research and
Analysis Wing”, during the

period relevant to the case,
as per the DoJ.

“The Justice Depart-
ment will be relentless in
holding accountable any
person — regardless of
their position or proximity
to power — who seeks to
harm and silence Ameri-

can citizens,” said Attor-
ney-General Merrick B.
Garland.

“The FBI will not toler-
ate acts of violence or oth-
er efforts to retaliate
against those residing in
the U.S. for exercising their
constitutionally protected
rights,” FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray said.

A ‘Wanted by the FBI’
notice was issued on
Thursday, which said that
Mr. Yadav was born in
Pranpura, Haryana, and
used ‘Amanat’ as an alias
while communicating with
his co-conspirator, another
Indian national, to facili-
tate the plot.

“Yadav allegedly provid-
ed information, such as the
victim’s residential ad-
dresses, phone numbers,

and other identifying infor-
mation, to the Indian na-
tional in furtherance of the
plot,” the notice said.

“Today’s charges are a
grave example of the in-
crease in lethal plotting
and other forms of violent
transnational repression
targeting diaspora com-
munities in the United
States,” Assistant Attorney
General Matthew G. Olsen
said, as he warned “go-
vernments around the
world” who may be plot-
ting such acts that the U.S.
would disrupt them and
hold the perpetrators
accountable.

The MEA declined to
comment on the second in-
dictment. Despite repeat-
ed requests for informa-
tion, the government did

not confirm whether the
U.S. has now requested Mr.
Yadav’s extradition.

The DoJ announcement
comes at the end of a week
that saw India-Canada ties
nose-dive over Ottawa’s al-
legations that Indian go-
vernment agents were be-
hind acts of violence,
including homicides and
extortion, across Canada.
Central to the trouble bet-
ween India and Canada
was the slaying of a Khalis-
tani separatist, Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, in June 2023
in Canada. Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
had said Canada had intel-
ligence that Indian govern-
ment agents were behind
the killing. India has conti-
nued to strongly reject the
Canadian accusations.



* Details of the Accusation / 3T T TaaoT:

* Vikash Yaday, an Indian citizen, has been charged with directing a plot to
murder Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a pro-Khalistani activist and leader of
the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) organization, in New York last year. The U.S.
government has identified Pannun as a designated terrorist under Indian

law.

« [deRIel ITed, Teh AR ANIRG, 9 TS el o-qqlch H
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* Involvement of Nikhil Gupta / @@ LA $r At

* Another individual, Nikhil Gupta, who was charged last year, is currently
in detenyn in Brooklyn. Yadav allegedly recruited Gupta to help find a

hitman to execute the plot.

» Ush 3 cTiFd, [AT@er aedr, foiee Mool arel 30 fhar
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» 18-page Indictment / 18-95& T HTRATT 9T

* The indictment against Yadav was unsealed in a U.S. District Court and
details his involvement in the plot. The document mentions that Yadav
provided information about Pannun’s address and personal details.

+ Ilcd & TG AT 97 Ueh (AR [STell 3creld H @iell
T, SEH Ao # 3ot $efigrY 1 faavor fear @ g
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* Response from U.S. Authorities / AR AfFIRAT Hr gfAfear:

* The FBIl issued a 'Wanted' notice for Vikash Yadav, warning that the U.S.
will be relentless in h Wuntable anyone who seeks to harm
American citizens.

* THaI3TS o A Ied & fWerh ares’ sAifeq S T, foraA
heT 1T foh AP et AT PT ThdTel TgTel hl PITALT
%gﬂdmﬁwﬁaﬁﬁaﬁddqus 5ol H FIS HaT AT
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* Context of India-U.S. Relations / ART-IARST gae) F1 ot

* This announcement comes amidst strained relations between India and
Canada over allegations regarding Indian involvement in violent acts,
including the murder of pro-Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
Canada. India has strongly denied the allegations.
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SC closes habeas

corpus case against
Isha Foundation

<.
e-judge
headed by Chie Justice o of
India DY. Chandrachu
terminated the proceed-

Ings, which began In the

“You have to acce|

and grown-up children are
never to be governed by le-

Delhi court grants bail to
AAP leader Satyendar Jain

The court. while relying on SC j

gal suits, and
macticns, you e o gekis
their confi . They are

not minors in a custody
Battle.” the Chief Justice ad-
dressed the father who was
present in the

court ra[uied o

delve into concerns raised
d by

the Tamil Nadu Police

internal Complaints Com-
mittee to address sexual

rassment complaints at
the Isha Yoga Centre in
Coimbatore. “Please ask
the State to engage with
the organisation,” the
Chief Justice told senior ad-
vocate siddharth Luthra,
appearing for Tamil Nadu.

Sisodia case. granted the relief citing ‘delay in trial' and

Jong incarceration’; bail is only a part of judicial process and not a guarantee of acquittal. says BJP

NEW DELHL

frer 18 months in
jail_in connection

dering case.
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
ana

£8P leader &xyeod)t Jain being peod uced befors the Rouss Aenve

Manish case, which
Courtina
the ngm 5 2 speady teisl,
Gogne  bond ¥50.000 with two su-
Court  reses of like amount.

mained in jail for a long

time, when the trial in the

matter was yet to begin, let

alone conclude.

“Considering the delay
and long incary

lief on submissson of a bail

companies allegedly linked
to him. He remained in Ti-

Pew Delhi on Friday. P11

har jail since then.
ED's  money ering

is based on a dispro-
portionate assets FIR filed
by the Central Bureau of

The

AAP
Tesaer nanng that he may
influe: e witness, if re-
hﬁed The Contral agency
ako sspected M Jain

e Aight risk.
Mr. Jain's counsel main-
tained in the court that no
purpose would be served

by keeping him in further
custody.
Mr. Jain was welcomed

by senior AAP leaders in-
cluding Manish Sisodia and

rty would
o e e peo
Delhi

Artacking the BIP, AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal al-
leged that Mr. jain's only
fault was providing free
theare to the peoy

Beih through v
clinics and the “Modi go-

vermnment- put him behind
bars to stop these services.

endra Sach-
deva said that bail is part of
the judicl ss.

s oF fomimer’ Plkiar s
Jharkhand Chief Ministers
Lalu Prasad and Madhu
Koda.

Modi to visit Russia
next week to take
part in BRICS summit

NEW DELHI

ane Mlnls!el Narendra
Mods

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing. which _official
sources sald there Is “no

speaking at an online con-
ference on BRICS organ-
ised by Centre for Global
India Insights and India

3
practical

g
s. Diplomatic sources

have done that quite effec-
tively bringing the gobal
south to the table™.

House panel to discuss readiness
to deal with ‘non-kinetic warfare’

Indian armed forces® pre-

17 subjects that the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Defence has nar-

liamentary panel closely
investigates the Army’s
preparedness to face these
thre.
al other members.
concurred with the view,
dnng the recent spate of
lasts on,
wmm is an example of a
n-kinetic warfare”. As
per the Lok Sabha bulietin

dated October 16, “prepa-
redness of the armed fore-

wartare 2025 beyond the usual mum tactics and can
involve electronic and information warfare. &=

methods and conflicts may
be won

to disrupt their operations.
Honide panel w3 al~
s the

50 assess
erational preparedness o
the defence forces in view
of the current international
security scenarlo, Includ-

ing border security.” which
wﬂl involve reviewing the
stand-off on the

Tine of Actual Conerol
{LAC) between India and
China.

ED visits MUDA office in
Karnataka, gathers details
on site allotment ‘scam’

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

A team of officials from the
Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED) visited the My-

pment
offices

Amang other togics, the
will

by
means even before a mnm

panel
Gigenous defence produc
ton”, oli-

tals can cripple a nation.
Such  cyberattac
bes glol

en seen globally.
in the domain of coun-
d! the

armed forces have been

looking to induct a rangs of
nd non-kinetic so-
ane e it

drones and drone swarms,

:
While kinetic options are
nd

warfare, cyber, informa-
tion,  psy al
economic others.
tmportanty. it can involve
too. With technological

ess,  man) believe
that the nondnerc war.  them or

dlier than the traditional

o a
destroy the drones, non-ki-
netic options are jamming

ing control of
their operation, using Laser
or electro-magnetic waves

cles, healthcare laldllties
and avenues for ex-service-
men" and “assessment of
next of kin policy in the
armed forces.™

Last month, under an
initiative pushed by Chief
of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan, the Head-
qQuarters Integrated De-
fence Staff conducted a
first of its kind tri-services

re” course

which the Defence Minis-
try termed a rank agnostic
course for Major Generals
0 Majors and their equiva-
lent level officers from oth-
er ices.
it is intended to ac-

« -
of modern

tion report against
taka Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and others after
the Lokayukta registered
an FIR against him, his wife
Parvathii and two others in
t of 14 residen-
bricprsepirivh by MUDA.

ity, including its Commis-
ioner AN, nanda:

uun.i s'eaeury Prasan-
o confirmed
lhe visit f the ED team,

Would cooperate with the

fhice, which
team from the ED, in Mysuns on Friday. SPECWL ASRANGEMENT

Central agency by sharing
with them whatever infor-
and

Mallikarjuna Swamy that
was gifted to Ms. Parvathi.

ing

moning officials. The team
was expected to continue
its Saturday also,

the offictal said.

‘Team meets Devaraju
Before arriving in Mysuru

ramatah’s brother-inlaw

owned Devaraju be-
fore it was sold to Mr.
N R

PM o launch

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the ‘Kar-

day, with the exercise seek-
ing to impart fresh impetus
towards individual and or-
ganisational capacity deve-
lopment for civil servants,

his office said.

It noted that the “Mis-
ston Karma; 3 ‘was
launched in September

gest event of its kind. It

alms to create a “One Go-

ent” message, align
with

ewryune national
and promoce lifelong

learning a statem
national learn-

ing el By “karmayo-
£ will commit to achiev-
ing a target of at least four

policy master classes).

‘Pernicious forces maligning
India’s human nghts record’

NEW DELHI

india continues to feed
more than 850 mil

ple since the COVID9
pandemic

respective  of colour,
caste class, said Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhank-
har while speaking at the
31st foundation day of the
National Human
Commission  (NHRO - on
Friday. He sald those who
talk of india’s hunger situa-
tion need to reflect upon
themselves.

Jagdecp Dhankhar

comes to preservation of
human rights, particularly
of minor

Mr.
ed the country’s human
rights record and termed it

is way ahead of
nations when it

cm @
£

B
other

soclety” he said while
the country’s
role as a

forces™ worl
n

son, Vijaya Bharathi Saya-
ni, said that respect for in-
dividual dignity is central
the Indian ethos, rooted
in ancient texts such as the

Vedas and the Gita. As
home & oneabah of hu-
manity, India is becoming
a role model in promoting
dignity and free-

uman rights.
The Vice-President cau-
tioned against “pernicious

tapestry sh
es lvs sl:ne’\S‘h in dm-si!y.
she sai.

The Hindu to host
webinar on the use
of Al in education

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAT

The Hindu will host a webi-

.m. on
{October 19), with a focus
on tips, twols, and ethical
guidelines that swudents,

teachers, parents, and edu-
cation  policy makers
should keep .

panel
Tangirala, a professor at
the Tt Bosch Centre
for Data Sclence and Al at
UT-Madras, and S. Anand,
CEO at Gramener, a data
analytics company with a
focus generative Al so-

tutions. for

GE marine engines chosen to
power Navy’s missile vessels

the webinar can be done at
newsth.live/IFVZAg or
through the QR code.

The experts will
with webinar participants

NEW DELHI
Engine Gen-
eral Electric announced
that its. arine en-

LM2500 m.
gines have been chosen to
power Indian Navy's N
Generation Missile Vessels
(NGAMV) being built by Co-
chin Shipyard Limited.
Six LM2500 marine gas
turbine engine kits will be
GE

HAL to deliver this
ical technology for In-
‘s maritime defense,
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Modi to visit Russia
next week to take

part in BRICS summit

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be on a visit to
Russia on October 22 and
23 to attend the BRICS
Summit, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs announced
on Friday. The PM is also
“expected to hold bilateral
meetings with his counter-
parts from BRICS member
countries and invited lead-
ers” on the sidelines. The
big question is if Mr. Modi
will hold a meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing, on which official
sources said there is “no
clarity” as yet.

“BRICS respects civiliza-
tional diversity and offers a
platform for mutually be-
neficial dialogue free from
pressure, double stan-
dards or interference in
domestic affairs,” Russian
envoy in India Denis Alipov
said on Friday, adding that
it was natural for the
grouping to expand one
way or another. He was
speaking at an online con-
ference on BRICS organ-
ised by Centre for Global
India Insights and India

Writes Network. Stating
that the “geopolitical and
practical relevance of
BRICS grouping was grow-
ing”, he said it promoted
the agenda of the global
south.

The envoy added that
when it comes to BRICS
membership, the aspiring
countries should be “eco-
nomically ambitious” and
“oppose illegitimate sanc-
tions”. He also called for an
alternative to the SWIFT
system used for global pay-
ments from which Russia
was expelled after the be-
ginning of war in Ukraine.

Member countries have
been pushing for greater
use of national currencies
for trade among them-
selves. Diplomatic sources
said this was a priority for
Russia while ruling out the
possibility of a common
BRICS currency.

Addressing the confe-
rence, South Africa’s High
Commissioner-designate
to India Anil Sooklal said
last year’s focus of BRICS
was its expansion, and “we
have done that quite effec-
tively bringing the global
south to the table”.
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Modi's Visit to Russia for BRICS Summit:

PM Modi will be in Russia from October 22-23, 2024, to
attend the BRICS Suiiimiit.

Bilateral meetings with BRICS member countries are
expected during the visit.




—
” <\
* Meeting with Xi Jinping Unclear: \

e Official sources have indicated that
it is still unclear if PM Modi will
hold a meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping during the
summit.




* BRICS Focus on Civilizational Diversity:

* The BRICS grouping promotes civilizational diversity and provides a
platform for mutual dialogue, as emphasized by Russian envoy Denis
Alipov.

* The grouping aims to expand and enhance cooperation between its
members without external interference in their domestic affairs.



* BRICS Members and Geopolitical Relevance:

* The geopolitical relevance of BRICS is growing, promoting the global
south's agenda.

* Discussions have been held on establishing alternatives to the SWIFT
payment system after Russia was expelled from it following the war in
Ukraine.



* Expansion and Currency Use:

* BRICS countries have been pushing for increased use of national
currencies for trade among themselves.

* Although there is no plan for a common BRICS currency, the focus
remains on strengthening the economic framework of the group.
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GE marine engines chosen to

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Engine manufacturer Gen-
eral Elecfric _announced
that'its LM2500 marine en-
gines have been chosen to
power Indian Navy’s Next
Generation Missile Vessels
(NGMV) being built by Co-
chin Shipyard Limited.

Six LM2500 marine gas
turbine engine kits will be
delivered by GE Aerospace
for assembly and test by
Hindustan Aeronautics Li-
mited (HAL) Industrial and
Marine Gas Turbine Divi-
sion in Bengaluru, India.

Additionally, GE Aeros-
pace will be supplying its
composite base and enclo-
sure, and full complement
of gas turbine auxiliary sys-

tems, GE said in a
statement.

“The LM2500 gas tur-
bine’s proven power and
reliability make it the ideal
choice for the NGMV mis-
sion. We are proud to con-
tinue our collaboration
with HAL to deliver this
critical technology for In-
dia’s maritime defense,”
said Amy Gowder, GE Ae-
rospace Defense & Systems
President and CEO, in the
statement.

New design

The statement noted that
the NGMV is a new design
for the Indian Navy that
will reach a maximum
speed of 35 knots and car-
ry an impressive array of
anti-surface weapons and

power Navy’s missile vessels

the core of the NGMV pro-
pulsion system is the
“LM2500, a marine gas
turbine engineered to un-
leash superior power while
meeting stealth
requirements”.

Cochin Shipyard was
awarded a %9,805 crore
contract by the Defence
Ministry for the construc-
tion of six NGMVs for the
Indian Navy and deliveries
are scheduled to com-
mence from March 2027.

After constructing the
country’s first indigenous
aircraft carrier INS Vik-
rant, Cochin Shipyard is
now building eight anti-
submarine warfare shallow
water crafts for the Navy,
which are under various
stages of construction.



* LM2500 Marine Engines for NGMVs:

* Six LM2500 gas turbine engines will be delivered by GE Aerospace to
power the NGMVs.

* The engines will be assembled and tested by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) in Bengaluru.



* Engine Specifications:

* The LM2500 is known for its proven power and reliability, making it
an ideal choice for the missile vessels.

* GE Aerospace is also providing the composite base and enclosure
along with the complete gas turbine auxiliary systems.



Design and Capabilities of NGMVs:

The NGMV is a new design for the Indian Navy, with a
maximum speed of 35 knots.

The vessels will be equipped with a variety of anti-
surface weapons and advanced warfare systems.




Cochin Shipyard Contract:

Cochin Shipyard was awarded a X9,805 crore contract by

the Defence Ministry for building six NGMVs.

Deliveries of these missile vessels are expected to begin
from March 2027.




* Cochin Shipyard’s Role:

 After the successful construction of India’s first indigenous aircraft
carrier, INS Vikrant, Cochin Shipyard is now building eight anti-
submarine warfare shallow crafts for the Indian Navy, which are at
various stages of completion.
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Fabricator held for collapse of
Shivaiji statue in Maharashtra
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A prm Bench of the Su-
me Court on Priday re-
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provisions and amend-
in the benami
property law “unconstitu-
I:lon.\l mnd inamifemty sitl.
nch. headed
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DX, re-

. the 2022 jude-
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raised, to declare Section
32 of the unamended
1983 Act “unconstitu

for being manifestly arbi-
trary=. The verdict under
question had found Sec-
tion 3(2) of the 2016 Act as
violating Article 20(1) of
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ferred r.he case for fresh
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Chief Justice Chandr:
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Amendment Act of 2016,
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Bihar hooch tragedy toll
rises to 35 as police arrest
99 accused in two districts

PATNA

Ten more people died in Si.
stricts of

Twenty-eight
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Kumar, Deputy Inspector-
General of Police, Saran
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UGC'’s draft guidelines for
academic leaders inspired
by ‘traditional wisdom’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has ap-
proved the draft guidelines
for institutional leadership
development for higher
education institutions
(HEIs). The draft takes in-
spiration from the tradi-
tional wisdom of kaal,
sthan, and patra (time,
era/context, and the actor)
to nurture leadership in
academic institutions.
Commenting on the
draft, UGC Chairman M. Ja-
gadesh Kumar said nurtur-
ing and promoting leader-
ship within HEIs was
essential for navigating the
complexities of running
them. He added that the
draft offered a comprehen-
sive framework to develop
the next generation of aca-
demic leaders. “These gui-
delines emphasise the im-

The guidelines stress on
personal and institutional
development for leadership.

portance of both personal
and institutional develop-
ment to foster effective lea-
dership,” Mr. Kumar said.
Key areas addressed in-
clude the blend of artistry
and science in leadership,
underscoring the need for
mentorship, continuous
learning, and a deep un-
derstanding of the unique
dynamics within each in-
stitution. According to the

draft, leadership must ba-
lance administrative res-
ponsibilities with encou-
raging innovation,
inclusivity, and industry
collaboration.

The guidelines encour-
age institutions to develop
tailored leadership pro-
grammes that meet local
and national challenges,
focusing on skill develop-
ment, strategic visioning,
and adaptive leadership.
The effort is in line with the
National Education Policy,
2020 and highlights the
need to prepare faculty for
leadership roles to adapt to
new educational struc-
tures, such as multidisci-
plinary approaches, auto-
nomy, and introducing an
academic bank of credits.

The guidelines recom-
mend a holistic approach
by integrating leadership
systems with personal de-
velopment.



The University Grants Commission (UGC) has introduced draft

guidelines for institutional leadership development in higher
education institutions (HEIs).

These guidelines draw inspiration from traditional wisdom —
specifically the concepts of kaal (time), sthan (context/era),
and patra (the actor) — to help nurture academic leaders.




* Objective:

* The draft aims to develop the next generation of academic leaders by
providing a comprehensive framework that focuses on both personal
and institutional development.



Leadership Development:

UGC Chairman M. Jagadesh Kumar highlighted that nurturing leadership

within HEls is crucial for navigating their complexities.

The guidelines stress the importance of balancing administrative
responsibilities with fostering innovation, inclusivity, and industry
collaboration.




Key Areas of Focus:

The guidelines promote a blend of artistry and science
in leadership, underscoring the need for:

/OMentorship.

_* Continuous learning.
z_Un%rstanding unique institutional dynamics.



* Alignment with NEP 2020:

* The effort aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
emphasizing the need to prepare faculty for leadership roles in
response to new multidisciplinary educational structures. It also
encourages adaptive leadership and strategic visioning.



1.Holistic Leadership:

1. A holistic approach is recommended, integrating leadership with personal
development to foster effective leadership systems that respond to both
local and national challenges.
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From Siberia to the
Sahara: Huskies
conquer Mauritania

NOUAKCHOTT

As dusk fell on the edge of Nouakchor:, Kayo the
husky left a rail of paw prints in the warm Sahar

and, an mcongruocus yet increasingly f

Sight in Rauriania.

S

onally bred as sled dogs in the far north
have be

become a popular pet in
— where temperarures

st African
regularly soar to 40 Gegrecs Celshs.

I thought he might have problems with the
heat, but that's not the case,” sald s owner
Maham.

While the s\-.vltumg hem o rior ideal for the
huskies

Arctic breed.

adapt, sald Hela Rokbank of Frances Ambnal

at capacity to
Pro-

tection Society (SPA). The dogs have two Layers of
fur which act as a thermal regulator, protecting
them from the cold as well as the heat, she ex-

plained.

They renew their coats twice a year and

sutomatically adapt their fur to the climate, she
ed. in Siberia will therefore moult

add
Srterenty I ASacnr he

ing Mauriania
have ©

the day,” Ms.

, while stress-

‘was not their natural habitat. ~You

remain vigilant and take precautions: give

them freah water, take them out 4t certain
. Rokbani said.

Amadou Mbod), a dog trainer specialised in
selling and training huskies, warned that thefits of

huskies were on Ihe rise.

and secre-

Ba. a canine
tary general of Mauritania’s veterinary
huskies had

tion, said the number of
er the last 10 year:

increased ov-

But there are no reliable official statistics.

Russia flaunts its doomsday weapons
amid rising tensions with NATO states

wer in 2000. the Kremlin has worked to uj

= the Soviet-built co

between LOOO and 2000 non-st

Associated Press

his year has seen
President Viadimir
Putin_ repeatedly
brandish  the ear
sword, reminding eve-
ryone that Russia has the
world's largest atomic arse-
nal to try to deter the West
from ramping up support
for Ukraine.

He ordered his military
to hold drills involving bat.
tlefield nuclear weapons
with ally Belarus.

He announced Russia
start

U.s.-Soviet treaty

Fivour of stromgiis A ers lotarcontinents bulietic missiia o tast. firsd 23 part of Rasssia's nuciénr drfls
from a launch site in Plesetsk, northwestern Russia. FILE &

in 1987
And last month, he lo-  a nuclear triad of ground-
wered the for based bal-

1CBAMSs and recently began
the he. silo-

revising the country’s nu-
clear doctrine-

Mr. Putin is relying on
those thousands of war-
heads and hundreds of

discourage what he sees as
eats to Russia’s
reignty and territorial
integrity.
The Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists estimated
this. an

U.S., Russia has

based Sarmat ICBMs — de-

~Satan 11" missiles
in the West — o graduslly
replace about Soviet-
bulle o306 missiles. Sar-

ing pal
bers. Russia’s effort to re-
vamp its nuclear forces has
helped prompt the US. to
launch a costly modernisa-
tion of its arsenal.

“Satan II” missiles

Russia has re-equipped its
land-based strategic mis-
sile forces with mobile Yars

naval component along-
side a few Soviet-era nu-
clear subs still opera
Russia H relies on S|>
viet-built Tu-95 and Tu-160

siles. Moscow has restarted
production of the super-
somic Tu-160 that was halt-
ed after the 1991 Soviet col-
lapse. aiming to build
several dozen modernised
alrcraft with new engines
and avionics.

The U.S. estimates that
1,

ents of the triad: the US. estimates that Russia has
for use on the battlefield that are far less powerful than the strategic warheads

ora

ad
The Air Force has a fleet

of MIG31 fighter jets that

carry a hypersonic Kinzh:

conventional versions of
both iskander and Kinzhal
against U

to train their oops w
the bartlefield nuclear
pons in May. shomy afer
Ar. Puti
term.

Moscow and Washing-
ton have relied for decades
on nuclear deterrence un-

Lation wor discourage
either side fr

an artack.

Nuclear doctrine

adopeed i
Using such ukimate wea-

Russia has between
2. pons in 10 2 nu-
or tacti . nuclear wea- clear strike or an attack
nded T use ol with conventi wea-
the battlefield that typical-  pons that threatens “the
ly are far I very existence of the Rus-
n the strategic war-  sian state

range of
which can be fitted with

eritl-
cised that document as too
yague, urging Mr. Putin to

that allowing Ukraine to

Ukraine, Washington has
Mo

(ofce the West to limit aid
or Kytv-

[T
could resume ©

Putin sald Russia
if the

Macron blasts
media over
reporting of
Israel remarks

PARLS

French President Emma-
nuel

after an EU summit

marks made In a closed-
door cabinet meeting and
showing a “lack of profes-
sionalism™ in their work.
The remarks auributed
to Mr. Macron that Israel
nee: to adhere to UN re-
solutions in its cam;

FAcl Drkic lriiates Bienla-
also

Swift response

Awoman tries to protect 3 store aganst the flooding of the river La Nive in Bayonne, south-western France, on Thursday. France's weather
authcrity placed six departments south of the city of Lyon on a crange alert on Friday. A

Biden meets European allies
as the possibility of another
Trump term looms over

BERLIN

Even in Germany, it's hard
for President Joe Biden to
escape the topéc of Donald

S.  President
meets l-ndzy with Euro-

U.S. President
German President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier in Berfn.

Joe Biden with

lhe U5, ally to win e war
Rlﬁla He's voiced

doubes coming to

the defence of NATO mem-

bers if they come under

artack.

aboard  Air

tners.

y during a
dential debate If he wants

Force One on the way to

reign policy. But Mr. Sulli-
wvan's stated goals seem de-

o thuwart efforts by
a po!endal Trump

nistration to stop military
ald to Ukraine after more

on what he thinks

urity interests and in
the interests of our close al-
ar. livan said.

Mr. Trump has said his
approach will help the U.S.
economy and prevent fo-
reign countries from taking

would
tacked Israel in 2023.

spuked irone resctionsta
France.

His comments were qu-
oted two participants
who spoke to AFP after the
meeting and asked not to
be named.

Mr. Netanyahu accused
Mr. Macron of a “distress:

vor
tonished I was to read so

any comments, com-
ments on comments, reac-
tons to remarks that 1
made without seeking to
know what exactly 1 said.”
Ar. Macron “I believe I say

about

Women priests secretly ordained in the shadow of the Vatican

ROME

n Rome's Riv-
o Tiber, a stone’s throw

the Vatican, Loan
Rocher was = in

ing the same message for
2,000 years — women are
inferior, subordinate, invis-

it now.” Ro

a secret ceremony in de-
fance of the Catholic
Church’s ban on women
deacons and priests.

Dressed in a white robe

three La rganised
With the utmost dicretion
in the presence of around
S0 fasthful from several
countries, followed _the

with a rainbow stole, the same liturgy as an official
SSyearold Frenchwoman  mass. with readings from
acl ledged her ordina-  the Bible, singing a
ton s C

the Vatcan, where a Yet it was illegal in the

— three priests and three
4, Rocher

e the
in the Middle East not to
need a ventrilgquist::

s
“They've been repeat-

and another

Sresking the mowld: An American bishop’ leads a secret
ardinations of womnen ceremany in Rome. A7

person — should all be ex-

would be an unjustified
sanction according to the
U.S. “bishop™ Bridget Mary

ehan.
She belongs to the
the

group

event, which says it has
performed 270 ordinations
of women in 14 countries

datned to bless them.

In recent weeks, femi-
nist associations have mul-
lipl‘ed Inidarives to put

ressure the ongoin,
Sv)nod which n
1 and ks due to end this

The groups — occasion-
ally supported by theolo-
mans — condemn the way
women are marginalised
by the patriarchal system.,
despite their central role in
parishes ar world.
The agenda of the Synod
summit in October 2023 in-
cluded a proposal to
women as deacons — mi-

of the
tion Laid their hands on the
heads of the newly or-

nisters who can celebrate
and

funcrals but not mass
But that idea has now

been ruled ou
Some partcipants at the

e’ Bir he does not

en's central role

Within the Church as in.

cluding ministry — a vision

S Rexkodat Srcame e 2

misogyni: and retro-
ade

amx




Russia flaunts its doomsday weapons
amid rising tensions with NATO states

Since Putin came to power in 2000, the Kremlin has worked to upgrade the Soviet-built components of the triad; the US. estimates that Russia has

between 1,000 and 2,000 non-strategic nuclear weapons intended for use on the battlefield that are far less powerful than the strategic warheads

Associated Press

his year has seen

President Vladimir

Putin repeatedly
brandish the nuclear
sword, reminding eve-
ryone that Russia has the
world’s largest atomic arse-
nal to try to deter the West
from ramping up support
for Ukraine.

He ordered his military
to hold drills involving bat-
tlefield nuclear weapons
with ally Belarus.

He announced Russia
will start producing
ground-based  interme-
diate range missiles that
were outlawed by a now-
defunct U.S.-Soviet treaty
in1987.

And last month, he lo-
wered the threshold for
unleashing his arsenal by
revising the country’s nu-
clear doctrine.

Mr. Putin is relying on
those thousands of war-
heads and hundreds of
missiles as an enormous
doomsday machine to off-
set NATO’s massive edge in
conventional weapons to
discourage what he sees as
threats to Russia’s sove-
reignty and territorial
integrity.

The Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists estimated
this year that Russia has an
inventory totalling 5,580
deployed and non-de-
ployed nuclear warheads.
That’s about 88% of the
world’s nuclear weapons.

Like the U.S., Russia has

[ ,‘iII

saplt
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Show of strength: A Yars intercontinental ballistic missile is test-fired as part of Russia’s nuclear drills
from a launch site in Plesetsk, northwestern Russia. FILE PHOTO

a nuclear triad of ground-
based intercontinental bal-
listic missiles, long-range
bombers and ICBM-armed
submarines.

Since Mr. Putin came to
power in 2000, the Krem-
lin has worked to upgrade
the Soviet-built compo-
nents of the triad, deploy-
ing hundreds of new land-
based missiles, commis-
sioning new nuclear
submarines and modernis-
ing nuclear-capable bom-
bers. Russia’s effort to re-
vamp its nuclear forces has
helped prompt the U.S. to
launch a costly modernisa-
tion of its arsenal.

‘Satan II’ missiles

Russia has re-equipped its
land-based strategic mis-
sile forces with mobile Yars

ICBMs and recently began
deploying the heavy, silo-
based Sarmat ICBMs — de-
signated “Satan II” missiles
in the West — to gradually
replace about 40 Soviet-
built R-36M missiles. Sar-
mat has had only one
known successful test, and
reportedly suffered a mas-
sive explosion during an
abortive test last month.
The navy commissioned
seven new Borei-class
atomic-powered subma-
rines, each with 16 Bulava
nuclear-tipped  missiles,
and plans to build five
more. They are intended to
form the core of the triad’s
naval component along-
side a few Soviet-era nu-
clear subs still operating.
Russia still relies on So-
viet-built Tu-95 and Tu-160

strategic bombers carrying
nuclear-tipped cruise mis-
siles. Moscow has restarted
production of the super-
sonic Tu-160 that was halt-
ed after the 1991 Soviet col-
lapse, aiming to build
several dozen modernised
aircraft with new engines
and avionics.

The U.S. estimates that
Russia has between 1,000
and 2,000 non-strategic,
or tactical, nuclear wea-
pons intended for use on
the battlefield that typical-
ly are far less powerful
than the strategic war-
heads capable of destroy-
ing entire cities.

Russia has high-preci-
sion ground-launched Is-
kander missiles with a
range of up to 500 km,
which can be fitted with

either a conventional or a
nuclear warhead.

The Air Force has a fleet
of MiG-31 fighter jets that
carry a hypersonic Kinzhal
missile, which can be
equipped with a nuclear or
conventional ~ warhead.
Russia has widely used
conventional versions of
both Iskander and Kinzhal
against Ukraine.

As part of the Kremlin’s
nuclear messaging, Russia
and ally Belarus held drills
to train their troops with
the battlefield nuclear wea-
pons in May, shortly after
Mr. Putin began his fifth
term.

Moscow and Washing-
ton have relied for decades
on nuclear deterrence un-
der the concept of mutual-
ly assured destruction
based on the assumption
that an overwhelming reta-
liation would discourage
either side from launching
an attack.

Nuclear doctrine
Russia’s nuclear doctrine
adopted in 2020 envisaged
using such ultimate wea-
pons in response to a nu-
clear strike or an attack
with conventional wea-
pons that threatens “the
very existence of the Rus-
sian state.”

Moscow hawks criti-
cised that document as too
vague, urging Mr. Putin to
toughen it.

Last month, he warned
the U.S. and NATO allies
that allowing Ukraine to

use Western-supplied lon-
gerrange weapons for
strikes deep inside Russia
would put NATO at war
with his country.

He reinforced the mes-
sage by announcing a new
version of the nuclear doc-
trine that considers a con-
ventional attack on Russia
by a non-nuclear nation
that is supported by a nu-
clear power to be a joint at-
tack on his country — a
clear warning to the U.S.
and other allies of Kyiv.

Mr. Putin also declared
the revised document en-
visages possible nuclear
weapons use in case of a
massive air attack, holding
the door open to a poten-
tial nuclear response to
any aerial assault — an am-
biguity intended to deter
the West.

Even as U.S.-Russian
tensions soared to their
highest point since the
Cold War amid fighting in
Ukraine, Washington has
urged Moscow to resume
dialogue on nuclear arms
control. Mr. Putin rejected
the offer.

Russian hawks are call-
ing for a resumption of nu-
clear tests to demonstrate
Moscow’s readiness to use
its atomic arsenal and
force the West to limit aid
for Kyiv.

Mr. Putin said Russia
could resume testing if the
U.S. does so first, a move
that would end a global
ban in place after the de-
mise of the USSR.



* Russia’s Nuclear Posture:

* President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly reminded the world of
Russia’s nuclear capability, the largest in the world, as a deterrent
against support for Ukraine.




* Russia is expected to start producing ground-based intermediate-
range missiles, previously banned under the now-defunct U.S.-Soviet
treaty of 1987.

* Russia has both strategic and non-strategic nuclear weapons, with
estimates of having between 1,000 and 2,000 non-strategic nuclear
weapons designed for battlefield use.




* Upgraded Nuclear Capabilities:

* Since Putin took power in 2000,
Russia has focused on upgrading
Soviet-built components of its

nuclear triad, which includes land-
based missiles, submarines, and
ICBM-armed submarines.

* Recent upgrades include deployment

of the Sarmat ICBMs (also known as
Satan Il missiles) capable of carrying
multiple nuclear warheads.



 Strategic Bombers and Missile Development:

* Russia continues the production of supersonic Tu-160 bombers and
hypersonic Kinzhal missiles, which are capable of carrying both
nuclear and conventional warheads.

* Drills involving tactical nuclear weapons have been conducted with
Russia’s ally, Belarus.



Nuclear Doctrine:

Putin reaffirmed a new nuclear doctrine, which considers the use of nuclear

weapons in retaliation for any conventional attack supported by a nuclear
nation.

The doctrine also includes the possibility of using nuclear weapons in response
to a massive conventional attack.




 Tensions with NATO:

* As tensions rise, Washington has urged Moscow to return to dialogue
on nuclear arms control. However, Russia has rejected further talks at
this stage.

* Western nations, particularly the U.S., view Russia’s nuclear threats as
a tactic to limit support for Ukraine.



* Doomsday Weapons and Global Threats:

e Russia’s doomsday weapons include missiles that could destroy
entire cities and threats to its territorial integrity.

* Russia’s deployment of tactical nuclear weapons and recent upgrades
to missile systems have escalated global concerns about the potential
for a broader nuclear conflict.
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Govt may halve
spectrum lease
tenure to 10 yrs

Technology gets obsolete
over current 20-year
period, say officials

JATIN GROVER

New Delhi, October 18

THE DEPARTMENT OF telecommunica
tions (DoT) is considering reducing the
tenure of spectrum leased to telecom oper
ators through auctions to 10 years from the

current 20 years.
Thisis being evaluated as the life cycleof
technology is getting shorter and the value

ry sources, howeves, said

thatin case the tenure is cut, the government

needs to bring down the reserve price as well.

The firstauctsons in the country happened

in 2010 for 3G spectrum through which the

ed up over T1 lakh

echnology is dead with operators

wn these services and moving o

5G, rumvalueless.

Usually, in such cases, there is a process

tore-farm the spectrum. This means that if

services, operators will have to p.w ihe
auction-determ:

calue of spectrum will be bet-
ter realised if it's sold for lesser number of
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spex
which govtmopped
up over 71 lakh croce
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4G auction

A 70.56 HANG SENG: 20,804.11 A 725.01 T/$: 84.07 ==

Vedanta to
invest another
Z1 lakh crore
in Odisha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, October 18

METAL AND MINING majos Vedanta
on Friday announced an investment of

alu
plant inthes
group has already invested T1 lakh
crore across assets in the state.

The new investment will be in set
ting up a 6-millson tonne p um
(MTPA) alumina refinery and a 3

" create 200,000 jobs in the
state and help Odisha achieve its goal
of becoming a $500-billion economy
by 2030,it added.

Vedanta chairman Anil Agarwal
met Odisha chief minister Mohan
Chasan Majhi earlier during the dayin
Mumbai.
ital fora

urday, ahead of an inve:
Odishain January 2025

Commenting on the new invest
ment commitment, Agarwal said
Odisha has always played an impor
tant role in Vedanta's growth and
affirmed the company’s commitment

tor summit in

in

Netflix beats Wall Street
forecasts in key metrics
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Rate cut at this point
risky, premature: Das

ANUP ROY & PREETI SONI
October 18

RESERVE BANK OF India (RBI) governor
> =t

'hx—c nflation is txptc(:d to moderate,
., Das

“WE WILL NOT
MISS THE PARTY,
WE DON'T
WANT TO JOIN
ANY PARTY™

REI GOVERNOR
Das

-

told Bloomberg at the India Credit Toririn

Mumbai. Inflation and growth dynasmsics are

well-bakanced, he said, but policymakers need
il t -

Iow the US Federal
ot rates, with Thailand the Latest to surp
with a cut thisweek.

Responding to a question about global
central banks easing, Dassaid“we wall n
the pasty, we don't want to join any party:

extended losses after his com
mam..w.m the 10-year yselds rising as much
a5 4 basis points — the most in two weeks ~
to 6.82

ZuK-cr deal: ISW Steel
to buy thyssenkrupp

o0 rate cuts
by o
el Dok

Das pushed back against some analyst
views that RBI was“behind the curve”in cut
ting rates. Market expectations were Alxm.{d

with the central bank actsons, he said, citin,
East week's policy decision that was predicted
by most economists.

~The governor's comments show rate cuts
may not happen before February, or it may
gct even delayed if actual inflation does not

chicf coonomist at Taduslnd Bank.

Continued on Page 7

Kotak Bank to buy
StanChart's T4LK-cr
personal loan book

1t for the purchase

the state.
w £ 1l create - 3
e b emier 1o:  Electrical Steel via JV
years"a dom n.nrr::nx xnduslncs the statement
e it S coirited out that ona rrs swsTeELON
o i > ks
by et ey ey

.\n)'whcrr arcund 15 xm» o theie >.lyusx:d
AG

As per the statement, demand for

he p

Continued on Page 7

How can investing in
innovation lower heavy
industry emissions?

the world’s

largest
11 million ton
reate a roadmap
carbol mi

ative technols

a metal of the future
i likely to double by 2!

Continued on Page 7

quity thy pp Elec
trical Stecl bndiafor T4,051.4 crore theougha

KOTAX A Friday

announced that it will buy Standard Char

tered Bank's personal loan business inlndia,
< that will help the country’s fourt

0 joint venture with Toky
Steel Corp. The amu.smmwmmxc
rough fsquare Electrical Steel Nashik,
2 subsidiary of ISW [FE Electrical Steel, the
Sajjan Jindal-led company said.m P

i
a lh! AfThient castomes segment,

24,100 crore as of September 30. mPage 6
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Article with title: Drill time

Job aspirants in
Telz a march
to Secretariat
nvnERARAD

Hundreds of Group 1 job
aspirants n T

marched o the Secrotariat on

the Telangana High Court
disoosed of petitions over the.
past fews days. » PAGE 3

L

‘West Bengal CM
reaches out to
striking doctors

KOLKATA
Wrest Bengal Chief Minister
“amata Banerjee on Saturdsy
reached out t striking doctors,
and wrged them o withdrav:
their fast-unto-death. The CH
reached aut 1o the dectors on

Sovernment. » PAGE 5

Power grid fault
plunges Cuba
nto darkness

navANA
Cuba's electrical grid went
down an Eriday after one of
the major power plants failed,

Aot ansmered. » PAGE 12

Drone targets Netanyahu's house
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India gears
to apply for
certification
from WHO

After two years of maintaining case load

under 1 in 10,000,
“year under its belt
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INDIA bloc divides seats for Jharkhand polls

IMM, Congress lay daim to 70 of 81 seats: RID and Left parties express xu—nnl.. dissatisfuction” after being left to split the rema
O present i united front aga;

reconsider the dec

he INDIA (Indian
National Inclusive,

announced the sharing of
Seats for the Jharkhand As-
sembly election among the
Tharkhand Mukti Morcha
3 me e Congress, the
janata Dal (RID).
and the Leit partes.
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, accompa
Tharkhand Dux\g:ss in
charge Ghulam Ahmad Mir
i Roanchi, announced that
the JMM and the Congress
would share 70 seats bet-
ween them, and the RID
and Left parties would split
1

al parcy is
preparing for the Asemb.
election, and people are
keen to know which party
will contest how many
seats. We. the INDIA bloc,
have taken this clection s
riously, and every aspect is
being serutini n this

i INDIA bloc

election, the Left parties

‘At present, we have on-
Iy decided on’ the number
of seats. Other information
re: xact seats will
be shared soon. | cannot
share much  informacion
because some of our partn-
ers are not present right
now,” he said.

“Unilateral decision”
The RID e: cssed dL»au.s
faction over the ar

ng termingita umnm_x

approval of
ing formula.

In 2019 Assembly clec
tion, the MM contested in
43 scats and won 30; the

RID contested
seats but won only one.

Marxist
‘Commitzee (MCC) into the
Communist Party of India-
Marist-Leniniss GPI-MLY,

King this elec

R Ol Al Ve TR
leaders Guring a mesting to discuss sex

ently represented by the
CP1 (MLy's Vinod Kumar
Singh. who supports Mr.
Sorén's government.
Sources said the CPIML
was eyelng the Durwar,
Bagodar, Nirsa . and
Jamua scats, where the
Darty held a support base.
as eye
mg Manika, Bhawnathpur,
hwa, Jamua, Jarmundi,

on very seriously. scru

e every det.

v ant other
g FT
and Ch

A dissatisfied RID urged

EC orders State

liance parmners <o take a

e virs based on 3
istory” of complaints
ainst him. » PAGE 3

ha MP Manoj Jha told me-
dia persons in Ru)dn

ae Soren
decision.
“We are here at the re

Laluji had a hig heart — his
goal was to oust the BIT.
the same
ajya sab-

even today,” kI

“We

five scats. The rest of ¢ om

alliance partners may n

v Do s I

percentage terms on that
W

cording
Uation: 1 sl tpe o

o ha sasa Tesastnw a-
dav wa n Ranchi
“despl

a
[from e "
there”, they had not been
invnlved in the allyship,
which was ~painful

He said that the RID had
dentified I3 to 18 seats in
different icts where,
the party was capable. of

given a list of 12 scats w

ing 11 seats: RID urges Chief Minister Soren to
nst the BIP despite the internal fi

forward the alliance.” he
We will do what we
ulﬂ have o do,” Mr. Bharta-
charya said, when asked if

party would go solo.
CPI general secretary D,
. who was also in Ran
<hi, said the seat-sharin
arcangement  should be
“reasonable”. “Leaving 11
seats for the Left partics
and the RID to share is ar-
bitrary. Let us scc if the
two parties are willing ©
be more accommodative,”
e said.

On Friday. the National
Democratic All

[

con-

3 ey
Were given less than seven
s

aking to The Hindu,
CPIML) goncral secretary
Dipanka;
said Mr. Soren’s announc
ment violated the “spirit
and decorum® of caalition
politi c JMM and
Congress made the an-
nouncement without con
ulting the other allies,
“Ihis is nor the way m take

“The

it

arrange h  the
T Keeping 68 sears, e

ion (AJSU) contesting in 373

2 janata Dal United
cats, and the

Chirag Paswanled LokJan

shakti Party-Ram  Vilas

(LJP-RP) in one seat

GVt inpurs from Sobhana

K. Nair)

CHAMPAI ON BIP LIST
PAGE &

Drill time

Shipe siey: The U5, Navy's Areigh Burk-ctass warship and guided: missile destrayer, USS Dewsy, duting  oint el msicise,

MALARAR 2072, wh

SALEM

The Ismaeli government
d a drone targeted the
me Minister's house on
ah  there
casualtics, as
Supreme Leader
wwed Hamas would conti
nue its fight following the
illing of the mastermind
of last vear’s deadly Octob-
er 7 attack.
Sirens wailed in Isracl
warning of Im:onnlng fre
from cbanor mil

s g ot Peatec:

tiles were launched. Isracli

Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu's office

drone targeted his house in
cm

the
tawn of Caesarea, though
neither he nor his wife
cere home..

barrage comes as Is-
el considers its expected
TEepOts 40 ot leankars at
tack carlicr this month 2
presses  Its  offensives
against Hamas militants in
Gaza and Hezbollah in
Lebanon.

In September, Yemen's
Houthi rebels mehed a
ballistic missile

Gurlon Alrport when ME.
Netanyahu's  planc  wi
landing. The missile was
intercey

In the northern city of
Kiryat Ata, sirens blared as
people man for cover and

Swift response: lsracis security foree
Ben Netanyahu's nouse in Caesarea
intercepted m ex-
ploded in the sk <

rocket landed in the area,
and Presspersons reporte:
seeing burned cars and a

cordon off a road
srael on Saturday. AP

damaged buildin,
e commander Tor the
Haifa ares, s=id ninie peo-
ple were lightly in
The Lerachi fire. se

rvice

id it was battling sev
zes resulting fram
missiles in e Shiomi ara.
rael’s war with Leba-
uou\ Hezbollah has inten-

Dlaseof fghwing, by send

J&K L-G clear:
resolution

to restore
Statehood

reerzada ashia
INAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir L(cu
tenant-Governor  Man
Mnh.: has cleared a resolur

by the Omar
Cabinet urging
restore the

on passed
Abadunah
the Centre to

orm. the
kesperson said.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 3

Israeli strikes kill 50 in Gaza

across parts of Lebanon.
Gaza, Israeli forces

fired at hospitals in the bat

rered northern part nfvhe

Palestinian _enclave,

Serikces i the serip Walled

ore than 50 people, in-
children. &

than 24 hours.

A Unilcd Nations school

ing more guided missiles
dr

an s into peo-
Isracl. plein mu west of Gaza City,

was hit, killing several peo.
Fresh war ple. The strikes knocked

ning
©On Saturday. Isracl’s mili
tary issued fres

Israel has issued near-daily
arnings for people to
teave buildings and villages

Palcstinian communs.
cations company. on Face-
book on Saturd:

BLAME ON HEZEOLLAN
» PAGE 12

20 bomb threats in a
day; security regulator
meets CEQOs of airlines

annd
NEW DELHI

On a da;

¢ when 20 bomb
dple airlines, the aviation
security regulator, Burcau
of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS). held a meeting
with CEOs of various air-
lines to discuss ways to mi
nimise disruptions from
bomb hoaxes.

Saturday marked the
sixth aap ol
airlines  receivi

threats.

“The meeting discussed.
ways to strike a balance
between keeping the skies
safe as well as to ensure mi

A 'g0f 2 bomb was
Sound in the L
Ucaipur-Mumbai Wistara flight

of these threats,” the MHA
official said. The official ad-
ded thar each threat is ana-

mum i i w©
Fasmenigers and altines”
aid or official of the
Union Home Ministry.
mosc of the
hreats were made on X, a
note warning of a bomb
was also found in the lava-
tory of the Udaipur-Mum-
bai Vistara_flight. More
than 50 such threats have
been

d since Maonday.
v india uzo  Cas »bell
T Ind

CrG Alole singh nd vista:
ra CEO Vinod Kannan at
tended the meeting with

al of BCAS

o
Air sent umx
presentatives. BCAS
official has met th:fmur

ensure that no flight is di
verted or delayed because

Iysed
ing which
taken to allow the fi

ibjected to secon-

dary chacks upon the
archual ot its destin:
“hich | Incladed

hing the plane and

seven of indi-
e flights on inte
national routes were either
d . These
included Vistara's Mumbai
to Colombo flight, which
was taken to & remose bay
on arriving at its dn>unu-
tion, delaying its 4 p.m.
turn 0 Mumbai b\ ‘more
an five hours. riday,

Toetht tor Londen
flight was  diverted. &
Frankfurt.
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India to seek certification from
WHO for eliminating Kala-azar

The infection. reported mostly from Bihar, Jharkhand. West Bengal. and parts of ULP. is caused by a lOzOan parasite
transmitted by the bite of an infected female sandfly: symptoms include irregular fever. weight loss, and anaemia

INBRIEF

Vigaya Kishore Rahatkar

Ahead of PM’s visit. over 500

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHE — - : [r— 4 ‘
in Varanasi At the threshold il Vijaya Kishore
ndia could be at the 2 has managed to keep the
Over 500 h have been put up across threshold of eliminat- number of cases under onein 10,000 Rahatkar to be
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Lanks, Chieaipur and Sarnath areas of the clry.
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itic disease after malarta in

Kala-azar Is a disease

A disease Is certified as

India. Figures released by  ca protozoa para-  eliminated as a public  for two straight years puts nce, expanding
the Health Ministry show  site that is transmitted by health issue when a coun-  India on track to access to rapid s
: that India registered 595  the bite of an infected fe- try can prove that local ~WHO certification for elim-  tools, and -
Adversaries could \Ve.a = nise cases and four deaths in  male sandfly. transmission has been in-  inating Kala-azar as a ments readily available to
tools, tech: Defence Minister this year, it has Symptoms of the dis- terrupced for a set period,  blic health problem. This  sustain these gains.
S o s S = recorded cases ease include irregular fev.  and that there Is  system mark a significant He added that for a long-
fvem:e Minister Rajnath Singh on Saturday one death ers, weight loss, € prevent the disease from 3 term solution, India should
called uy “mititary leaders to think 1f it can maini spieen and liver, a o re-emerging. The WHO as- tter vector con- | tl she reaches the age of
ritically to galn a “strategic advantage” in clining trend for another . Kala-azar is fatal if left  sesses countries’ submis-  Vulnerable States trol, address social and 3 ome: 2
today’s ever-evolving geopolitical landscape, and year, India will become untreated in e sions to determine if they  Bihar, West a
said there was & need to stay prepared o tackle eligible to seek the elimina- cases. meet the Bengal, and parts of Uttar  invest in research for s |aree Saturday said.
tion certificate from the India’s Natlonal Health  elimination. Pradesh have seen Ms. Rahatkar's tenure will
and mnmlegm. From drones and WHO, making it the second  Policy (2002) initially set a K. Madan Gopal, adviser  highest number of Kala- begin with immediate ef-

autonomous vehicles to artificial intelligence and
shapl

target of eliminating Kala

at the public health admi-

azar cases, with Bihar

fect.

a which in Oc-  azar by 2010, but this was  nistration, National Health  alone accounting for over The announcement will
modern warfare are evolving at a breath-taking 2 e only later revised to 2015, 2017,  Systems Resource Centre,  70% of India’s cases. These also be published in the
pace. Our officers must understand these Couniry o have eliminated  and then 2020, The WHO's  Health Ministry, said In.  arcas offer ideal sandfly Gazeste of India.
technologies and be able to harness them.” he -azar as a publichealth  Neglected Tropical Disease  dia’ breeding due to The NCW, a statutory
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the National Defence College in New Delhi. dated this stawus after Ban-  inating Kala-azar by 2020, mate factors. work towards the advance-

Ban-
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tection, effective vector
control,

Elad, but the target was not . and raising com- Despite this, these re-  vabuetion, andl advocacy, | ment of women's rights. Iis

than one case per 10,000  achieved. munity swareness. Achiev-  gions have lowepen:  conshiifouton snd dactal ||\ Soicdate indtizdak review:
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T S Y A tive years. target by 2030. 10,000 population at the controlling vectors, and  ral convergence. for women.

to three African countries

President Droupadi Murmu on Saturday left for

ree-nation visit to

West Bengal

Mamata reaches out to

Trinamool leader

as the
R T Kelatasatt e striking doctors; meeting rushed up last rites:
e ety e oo b ke victim's family | gcheduled for Monday RG. Kar victim's kin
agriculture, mining, m . The Hindu Bureau «calls. Meanwhile, our rela-

deep desire" o strengthen its partership with
the MEA

KOLKATA

hunger strike. Get back

KOLKATA

tives informed us that her
body was being taken to

cotmeries T Africa, Leader of the Opposition | koLKATA work,” the Chief Minister | Parents of the junior doc-  the crematorium,” she ad-
in the West Bengal As- said in her appeal to the | tor who was = and
sembly Suvendu Adhikari | West Bengal Chief Minister doctors over telephone. murdered at Kolkata's R.G. According to her. she
o eached outto | Mamata Banerjee on Satur- A number of protesting | Kar Medical College and  and her husband had gone
3 policemen suspended after the family of the 18-year- reached out to of - | Hospital have alleged thata Tala Police Station to tell
old school student killed in | who are on a fast-unto- nior Doctors Front spoke ool Congress  the police that they did not
accused speaks to media . Mr. Adhikari | death, and urged them to to the Chief Minister. When | councillor had hurriedly — want their daughter’s body
went to meet the victim's their hunger one of the doctors urged | taken their daughter’s bo-  to be cremated that night
Three polic n suspended for family with fellow BJP lead- srikie. During  ine.dxy, the Chief Minister that | dy for cremation, against but instead wanted to pre-
lleged ligence in duty, taking cognisance of ers from the State. Chief Secretary Manoj Pant their ‘deman: the family’s wishes. serve her remains for the
videos in which of Lawrence The victm, a Class 12 | and Home Secretary Nan- removal of Health Secre- -Somnath Dey. a coun  night and go hom
was seen interacting with reporters nt, was allegedly reached tary N.S. Nigam, f | cillor of our area, got R

ot v e doctors at the

our daughtes’s hearse and

her halfburnt body was | protest site in Esplanade cease work possible to accept the | took her mortal remains shared her story.
Saturday. In the videos that went viral on social found in Krishnanagar of | and the Chief Minister Seminst the brutal Hpe and away from us. None of our  truth come to light. It was
media, Yogesh (26), alias Raju, said L Nadis disrrict on October. | spoke over  Daarder of & Gocoor the discussion bers were  TMC Councillor Somnath

" rhe police are invest-

telephone.
Ns. Banerjee reached
doctors on the

Xar Hospital and Medt:Al
College on August 9.

During
with the Chief Minister, the
tors agreed to meet her

own
allowed to get into that
vehicle,” the victim’

most-wanted criminal Dawood Ibrahim_ Mathura gating the case, and a Spe- | out to the on Monday. One of the | er alleged in an interview  consent. The family faced
Senior Superintendent of Police on Friday night clal. tovestigaiion Team. | 1568 ey of the imper Opem i talls out protesting doctors, Debas- | televised on Friday on the  police harassment, and
ordered the suspension of three policemen, IT) has been formed. strike through the top offi- I Tequest you to call off  ish Halder, said the man- | Bengali news channel. was BJP MLA Agnimitra
including a sub-inspector. = S ar Adntlar, acciised | cialh of the West Beral go.  the hinger orike. Letus it ner i which the aomveren. “When we were at Tala  Paul and BJP Councillor Sa-
the police of manip vernment. The hunger for adiscussion. Almostall tion was held over the | Police Station, he was call-  jal Ghosh, who intervened
the victim's parents to hur- | strike began on October 5, the demands have been telephone was very | ing us repeatedly, but we  to protect them,” the Ben-
redly cremate her body. Rer almost 50 days of fulfilled. Please call off the insensitive. were not iving his  gal unit of BJP posted on X.
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Company uses mining dust to enhance carbon capture

the century, governmes

can be flushed into the

volcanic . Is rich in
minerals such as calcium
magnesium. Many

Science, Bengalur
also the chief scientist at
Alt Carbon. The company,
which derives from a fami-
ly-owned tea-garden in-

of
Though still early years, it

takes about 3-¢ tonnes of

NEW DELHI as well as businesses are  ocean - depending on the  basalt dust to sequester, or
8 73 6 experimenting and invest-  soil, temperature and riv-  trap, a tonne of atmospher-
The last thing you ing in schemes to acceler.  ers - within a month," said  Ic carbon over two to four

4 3 1 9|7 expect s that dust from removal Asso-  years. “Normally It would
would be climate- ptocssa. This 1s wheee  clate Duofbssor and expert  have taken 1,000 years for

1 4 9 3 jendly. But the right kind ‘enhanced’ rock weather-  in chemical oceanography,  natural basaltic o

of dust moved to the right ing comes in_ at the Indian Institute of  capture that car-

a4 place is the core busines: Basaltic rock, a kind of u He is  bon.” said Shrey Agrawal,

an agreement with Fron-

Amx

for carbon-credit compa- Gujarat, where the volcan-  dustry, collects tonnes of ﬂe‘l‘ £ comsetin of
GFRCULTY RATING ek e Ardr | Ples. A the heart of the  AltCar ic n Traps are locat-  crushed basalt from the
company's approach is the  has them sprinkied on thelrtea estates SPECAL AAGEMENT ed, are rich in such b: Rajmahal _mines, tran- A.lphabe\‘. ey moplfy
SR AR process rock as parts of Jharkhand  sports it about 200 kil stripe, to buy a
96 ] a called mck wulh ers, or lerground the levels of carbon diox- and West Bengal where the metres to Darjeel (ﬂnr_he of carbon seques-
> All rocks naturally break  streams and rivers, they  ide building up in the air  Rajmahal Traps are situat-  has them sprinkled on tea  tered this Ao I advance
41 856 down into minerals over make their way into the a ensus by the In-  ed. estates in the regio: for $5,00,000. Carbon cre-
582 7.3 9 1l of The oceans rby Panel on “Once such basaltic rock Being an organic fertilis-  dits generated this way are
65 281 consequence of this pro- locked in for aeons. Climate Change that some s a fine er, the basaltic dust enrich-  bought nies and
3 4 5 7 < that atmospher oce: amount of carbon ide powder, its effective sur- es the soll as well as accel- they can use it to offset
278 43 carbon reacts with these already present in the alr  face area is greatly in-  erates carbon  their carbon e: re-
135 462 minerals (calcium  and needs to be removed by  creased. accelerates  sequestration. So far, the  quired under their nation-
822 975! 1y) and . for pera-  the formation of blc company has used about  al laws. Currently though,
. | tes. tures from exceeding 2 de- re from ten- tonnes such purchases gely
796 318 l-:wnmauy through aqullv gree Celsius by the end of hld to ahundnd fold and voluntary.
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India to seek certification from
WHO for eliminating Kala-azar

The infection, reported mostly from Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and parts of UP, is caused by a protozoan parasite

transmitted by the bite of an infected female sandfly; symptoms include irregular fever, weight loss, and anaemia

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

ndia could be at the
l threshold of eliminat-

ing Kala-azar as a pu-
blic health problem with
the country having man-
aged to keep the number of
cases under one in 10,000
people for two consecutive
years now as required by
World Health Organization
(WHO) parameters for
elimination certification.

Kala-azar, also known as
visceral leishmaniasis, is
the second deadliest paras-
itic disease after malaria in
India. Figures released by
the Health Ministry show
that India registered 595
cases and four deaths in
2023 and this year, it has
recorded 339 cases and
one death so far.

If it can maintain the de-
clining trend for another
year, India will become
eligible to seek the elimina-
tion certificate from the
WHO, making it the second
country in the world after
Bangladesh which in Oc-
tober became the only
country to have eliminated
Kala-azar as a public health
problem. The WHO vali-
dated this status after Ban-
gladesh reported fewer
than one case per 10,000
people in each of its sub-
districts for three consecu-
tive years.

At the threshold

India has managed to keep the

number of cases under one in 10,000

for two consecutive years now

M Kala-azar is a slow progressing
indigenous disease caused by

a protozoan parasite of genus
Leishmania

H In India, B The parasite

Leishmania primarily infects the Some sandfly species are
donovani is the reticuloendothelial vectors of Kala-azar
only parasite system and may be

causing this found in abundance in bone

disease marrow, spleen and liver

&

- &

M Post Kala-azar
Dermal Leishmaniasis
(PKDL) is a condition
when Leishmania
donovaniinvades
skin cells, resides
and develops
there and
manifests as
dermal lesions

H Some of the
Kala-azar cases
™ manifests PKDL

after a few years of
treatment

Source: Health Ministry, National Centre for Vector-Borne Diseases Control

Kala-azar is a disease
caused by a protozoa para-
site that is transmitted by
the bite of an infected fe-
male sandfly.

Symptoms of the dis-
ease include irregular fev-
ers, weight loss, enlarged
spleen and liver, and anae-
mia. Kala-azar is fatal if left
untreated in more than
95% of cases.

India’s National Health
Policy (2002) initially set a
target of eliminating Kala-
azar by 2010, but this was
later revised to 2015, 2017,
and then 2020. The WHO’s
Neglected Tropical Disease
road map set a goal of elim-
inating Kala-azar by 2020,
but the target was not
achieved.

The WHO is now accel-
erating work to achieve the
target by 2030.

A disease is certified as
eliminated as a public
health issue when a coun-
try can prove that local
transmission has been in-
terrupted for a set period,
and that there is a system
to prevent the disease from
re-emerging. The WHO as-
sesses countries’ submis-
sions to determine if they
meet the criteria for
elimination.

K. Madan Gopal, adviser
at the public health admi-
nistration, National Health
Systems Resource Centre,
Health Ministry, said In-
dia’s Kala-azar programme
focuses on active case de-
tection, effective vector
control, and raising com-
munity awareness. Achiev-
ing a low case of Kala-azar
to less than one case per
10,000 population at the

sub-district (block PHCs)
for two straight years puts
India on track to earn
WHO certification for elim-
inating Kala-azar as a pu-
blic health problem. This
will mark a significant
milestone.

Vulnerable States

Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, and parts of Uttar
Pradesh have seen the
highest number of Kala-
azar cases, with Bihar
alone accounting for over
70% of India’s cases. These
areas offer ideal sandfly
breeding conditions due to
poor sanitation and cli-
mate factors.

Despite this, these re-
gions have made huge pro-
gress in recent years by in-
creasing awareness,
controlling vectors, and

Health Ministry had

adopted strategies
such as early
diagnosis, complete

case management

ensuring quick diagnosis
and treatment. “India is
moving closer to Kala-azar
elimination. It’s also im-
portant to address the root
causes, like poverty and in-
adequate sanitation, that
allow diseases like Kala-
azar to spread,” Dr. Gopal
said while cautioning that
India must keep improving
surveillance, expanding
access to rapid diagnostic
tools, and making treat-
ments readily available to
sustain these gains.

He added that for a long-
term solution, India should
focus on better vector con-
trol, address social and
economic conditions, and
invest in research for vac-
cines and new treatments.

The Health Ministry had
adopted strategies such as
early diagnosis and com-
plete case management,
integrated vector manage-
ment and vector surveil-
lance, supervision, moni-
toring, surveillance,
evaluation, and advocacy,
communication and social
mobilisation for behaviou-
ral impact and inter-secto-
ral convergence.



e Kala-azar Status in India:

* The disease is reported mostly from Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and
parts of Uttar Pradesh.

* India has managed to reduce the number of cases to fewer than 1 in
10,000 people for two consecutive years, meeting the WHO
requirements for elimination certification.



* Cause and Symptoms:

* Kala-azar is caused by the Leishmania donovani parasite and affects the
reticuloendothelial system, including the liver, spleen, and bone
marrow.

 Symptoms include irregular fever, weight loss, enlarged spleen and
liver, and anaemia. It is fatal in more than 95% of cases if untreated.



* Health Ministry’s Strategies:

* India’s National Health Policy (2020) targeted eliminating Kala-azar by
2020, which was further revised with new goals.

* Key strategies include early diagnosis, complete case management,
vector control, and community awareness.



 Vulnerable Areas:

e States like Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and parts of Uttar Pradesh
continue to see the highest number of Kala-azar cases, despite
significant reductions.

* These areas are identified as high-risk due to environmental and socio-
economic factors, like poverty and inadequate sanitation.



e WHO Certification:

* A disease is certified as eliminated as a public health issue when the
transmission remains below the threshold for a certain period, and
systems are in place to prevent it from re-emerging.

* India must continue to maintain this level for another year to be eligible
for WHO certification.



 Preventive Measures:

* Measures include vector management such as spraying insecticides,
sanitation improvements, better housing conditions, and awareness
campaigns.

* India is also focusing on improving surveillance, rapid diagnostic tools,
and sustainable health systems to ensure Kala-azar does not return



Vijaya ishore Rhatkar
Vijaya Kishore
Rahatkar to be
new NCW
chairperson

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Vijaya Kishore Rahatkar
has been appointed the
ninth Chairperson of the
National Commission for
Women (NCW), succeed-
ing Rekha Sharma, an offi-
cial order said.

The appointment made
under Section 3 of the Na-
tional Commission for Wo-
men Act, 1990, will be for a
period of three years or un-
til she reaches the age of
65, whichever comes first,
a government notification
issued on Saturday said.
Ms. Rahatkar's tenure will
begin with immediate ef-
fect.

The announcement will
also be published in the
Gazette of India.

The NCW, a statutory
body, is empowered to
work towards the advance-
ment of women’s rights. Its
mandate includes review-
ing the constitutional and
legal safeguards provided
for women.



Leopard count growing fastest
in Central and West India

India had at least 1,000 more leopards in 2022 than it did in 2018,
with the highest presence in central India and Western Ghats

Change in population (2018-2022)

States that added the States that lost the
highest numbers highest numbers
Madhya Pradesh Odisha

486 -192 I
Maharashtra ‘ Uttarakhand
R 205 T -187
Rajasthan Chhattisgarh
I 245 -130 I
Tamil Nadu Kerala
I 202 Net -80 N
West Bengal* addition Telangana
B 150 102 7

. mara. |
o Jaldapara and Buxa Source: EnviStats India 2024
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gender bar

Meet the women behind
six new-age, homegrown

mead, ready-to-drink
cocktail to gin—who
are stepping into and

male-dominated space
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Time, tide
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in his latest book,
Yuval Noah Hararn
insists artificial
intelligence is a
societal force and
we are in it together

BENCHMARK INDICES
Sensex and Nifty have fallen

by over 5% each since their
aif-time high levels recorded
on September 26. Auto,
realty, and FMCG sectoes led
t.h market decline, each
opping by more than 7%.
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Saturday scare: 34 ﬂlghts get security threats

@ Threats from same
X account; airline
CEOs meet regulator

security threats

Passengers of

issued bomb threats to 46 flights of
Indian airlines since Friday night,

airpoet on

nternational

Win st least one flight, note
found in lavatory saying
bomb in flight

= At least 70 flights received

security ts
so far this week

an InciGo flight that received a
bomb threat come out of the Chandigarh

ation secursty apparatus ino atizzy.
The

an 1 has now
b

airlines like Airti

bll‘utslullﬂxgh fet-

tsed to issue fake threats.
The posts from the account to

Blue and Air New Zealand.
account, which was active

x.
only recently, which is

—post
on Priday night On Satunday. it y
post case with social media accounts

bomb threats to 34 flights

RATE CHANGES LIKELY FOR 100+ PRODUCTS

GST panels propose
slew of tax tweaks

ously. decided to recommend tweaks

PROPOSED CHANGES

® Exemption for term
life, health insurance

Aotk S Thens e bt placed

onboard 5 o planes_ No ane
il muales () cut alive. Husery up and
evacuate the plan
While some of these flights
were airborne when the threats
were posted, a few h.
0 operated. A few of ¢

taken, along with their SOPs.

Continued on Page 2

HDFC to sell up to
10,000 cr shares in

HDB Financial IPO

cuts) in the GST rates on BANK'SBOARD, on Saturday.
2 move that orved an Offes for Sale of cquity

—rth up to 710,000 crore n HDB

<22,000 £thesub

cover up to ¥5 lakh

st ~caall:
the Centre and states.
PRIVANSH VERMA The Sded to recoen:

New Delhi, October 19 Iowering of GST rates 20-litre pack-
S aged drinking water bottles, bicydles

AGROUP OF Ministers{Gol), tasked 3nd exercize notebooks to 596, and

i man: raising taxes on high-end wrist
3nd Services Tax levy on life and Watches and shocs, among other
health insurance premiums, has Falso favoured taxi
taken the view that teom fife insur- Watches above 225,000 and shoes
e exerapt s Raise to N st Shove 715,000 at 2856 from 1596 at
with health insurance cover up to 28 sbove 225,000, ber of the GoM =5
lakh and premiums pasd by ‘sensor shoes above “The surplus 22,000 crore will
& Fabove 60 years. among others for reven:

pancl, however, decided exempting certain health and fife

against a complete tax waiver for  waiver of health inmurance premivms:

health insurance, where the GSTis
levied at

insurance

for

'
The total IPO size will amount to
crore, which includes a
Feah i of $3,500 croee.
“The price and other details of
the proposed 1PO will be deter-
mined

Total IPO size
will amount to
This includes a
fre

%12,500 cr
¥2,500 cr
details

Price and
of proposed IPO to be
determined in due course

ulation, unlisted companies in this
category must go public within
three Other unists ors

the Tt Il Tafs: Capltal
Finan. Cap-
Tl i Housng P

HDFC Bank holds a 94.649%
stake in HDB Financial Services, a

with the pruvulans of the applica-
stadded.

Brer
= Currently, 189 GSTis imposed

o on life insuzance premitms for term
= y policies,
oo NS semiraeorae
members suggested reduding the

GST from 19% o 556 on health and
life insurance premiums, but most
et ot i faveir o stach 3 move and

The Gol_which mcton Saturday,
will submit 2 report to the GSTH
by Ocaber ek vebich vl ity
take 2 call om the issue.

Acomplete exemption of term-
life snsurance from GST will cost the

senior citizens
above

Between FY22 and FY24 the total

HDE Finandal Services

ing with an TRO o comply with the

Reserve Bank of India’s mandate in

October 2022, requiring NBFCs in

the upper layer to list on the stock
A

(NBFC) arm of the bank. In FY23,
the company’sloan book expanded
by 179 year-on-year, reaching
266,000 crore, driven by robust

exchequer about T200 crore annu-  GST opted for the o 2023, 5 offering a
ally, weiail i i B i et €21, . Sderty”sad GoM. the RBI clamificd 15 non-banking  range of prodacts such 2= px
G financial companies (NBFCs) as  loans, vehicle loans, and loans
% d hich also met 5 age ‘upperlayer andunder the newreg-  against property.

Compact SUVs overtake hatchbacks, sedans

——

® Drive past the two
categories together

Stars in < SUV space

LEADING THE PACK (*units sold)
ey Tata Punch, Maruti Suzuki

Compact SUVs

tim Fronx, Mahindra XUV 3XO,
forthefirstime 593,230 |nomtihinde
225200 ||
cars  Maruti Suzuki

VEKRAM
New Dethi, October 19

Brezza,
Tata Nexon

- 671,908
EVEN THOUGH SUVS are the vehi- ot =
cles of chioice fow mocat Indisn o | S So0re S

Society of Indian ar

P against them was sub-4 metre
Manufacturess (Siam) sales data Righer than: 538,173 Sonkpucy

hatchbacks and sedans, which are

2= compact =
cars Howeves, nowthis frontier has e current fiscal, s many as e sgopemoannyae,
Isobeen breached. SUSTINNSINNES W el

RESOLUTION FOR
&K STATEHOOD
GETS L-G APPROVAL

671,908 compact passenger cars

sold against 593,2 30 compact SUVE.
THitast yeas, compact passeniges
ub-seg-

India seeks
critical mineral
pact with US

PIYUSH GOYAL,
COMMERCE &
INDUSTRY MINISTER

T COULD BE
AMOVE

For Indian travellers,

® Culinary tourism
major driving force
for 50%b globetrotters

dish to main course, culinary
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IOB launches Mahila Shaksham Scheme
to empower women entrepreneurs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chennai, October 19

PUBLIC SECTOR INDIAN Over-
seas Bank on Saturday launched
the 'Mahila Shaksham'scheme
designed to finance individual
Women Self-Help Group mem-
bers under the Centre's Deen-
dayal Antyodaya Yojana —

National Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion initiative. Aimed at benefit-
ting women entrepreneurs by
ensuring financial self-reliance,
the scheme is in line with the
ministry of rural development's
'Lakhpati Didi Yojana' scheme
which is designed to improve the
financial standing of women self-
help group members."The goal s

to ensure that thesewomen earn
asustainableannualincomeofat
least X1 lakh per household
through financial assistance and
entrepreneurial support,’ Indian
Overseas Bank said in a state-
ment.Some of the keyfeatures of
the I0B-Mahila Shaksham
Scheme include — financing for
individual women self-help

group members to foster entre-
preneurship,credit supportof up
to ¥10 lakh to individual mem-
bers of 'Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission scheme' among
others. It promotes the financial
independence of women,aimsto
deepen credit outreach to self-
help group members,itadded.
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This 6-1 majority decision overturns the 2004 ruling in E.V.
Chinnaiah vs. State of Andhra Pradesh, fundamentally
altering the landscape of reservation policies in India.

Reconsideration of EV Chinniah Judgment: The five-judge
bench found it necessary to reconsider the judgement
in EV Chinniah v. State of Andhra Pradesh, 2004.




» Sub-Classifications Permitted:

* The Court ruled that states are constitutionally allowed to sub-
classify SCs and STs based on varying levels of backwardness.

» The seven-judge Bench ruled that states can now sub-classify
SCs within the 15% reservation quota to provide better
support for the most disadvantaged groups.

 Chief Justice of India emphasised the difference between "sub-
classification.



* The Court clarified that 100% reservation for any sub-class is
not permissible. State decisions on sub-classification are
subject to judicial review to prevent political misuse.
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Countries by income levels 2024-25

Lower-middle
Income

B Low Income
Not Classified

SITUATION IN 1987...

W 100% of South Asian countrieswere
classified as low-income

B No country in Middle East and North
Africa was low-income

B In Latin America and the Caribbean,
9% of countrieswere high-income

B In Europe and Central Asia, 71% of
countries were high-income

) &
Source: World Bank data blog

..AND IN 2023

B Only 13% of South Asian countries
are low-income

B 10% of Middle East and North Africa
are now low-income

B In Latin America and Caribbean, 44%
of countries are now high-income

M In Europe and Central Asia, share of
high-income countries is now 69%




COUNTRY GNI PER CAPITA*

Low . LowerMiddle : UpperMiddle High
Income Income Income Income
(<$1,085) | ($1,086-4,255) | ($4,256-13,205) | (>$13,205)

v v v v
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india | 2,170
UK
US
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Bangladesh § 2,620
SouthAfrica




Middle Income Trap:

The term middle-income trap (MIT) usually
refers to countries that have experienced rapid
growth and thus quickly reached middle-income
status, but then failed to overcome that income
range to further catch up to the developed
countries.

The Economic Survey 2018 makes a theoretical
examination of India facing a Late Convergence
Stall and the risk of falling into the Middle-
Income Trap.

India has entered the middle-income position in
2008 and the per capita income is increasing
slowly. The per capita income of the country as
per the World Bank’s 2016 estimate is $ 1670.




CALIFORNIA COOL: KONIKAN MARINE EXPRESSWAY
TO BE COUNTRY’S FIRST SUCH GREENFIELD R()UTE

Harih

498 km

Total length

After decades of delays, the
ambitious 226,000-crore Marine
Superhighway, planned paraliel
to the existing Goa highway, is
finally moving from the drawing
board to the execution stage,
with chief minister Eknath Shin-
de recently performing the pro-
ject’s groundbreaking ceremo-
ny. The nearly 500km route will
not only provide a scenic envi-
ronment along the coast and
the Sahyadri terrains, but also
go a long way to decongest the
Mumbai-Goa highway, offering
quicker access to towns and
tourist attractions along the

coastline. Chittaranjan
Tembhekar reports

4 lanes

Pic for representation

7 BRIDGES OVER CREEKS & RIVERS
Over Dharamtar

27km

Cumulative length of
all seven bridges

Creek in Karja
10.2km
Type: Steel bridge

Over Kundlika
Creekin
Revdanda-Salav
3.8km
Type:

GOA Cable
) stay

Over

Agardanda
Creek in Dighi
Agardanda

4.3km
Type: Cable stay

The highway will connect all sea
the Konkan with an expressway-like
on the lines of California’s famed
Pacific Highway ¢

OverBaIMCmekil

Over
B oo | [ Qe
1.7km 4.4km
Type: Cable stay Jdaﬂ Type: Cable stay
B Over Kelshi Bay in At Kunkeshwar
Kelshi 1.6km
I 670 mtrs Type: Cable stay
Type: Box girder ===

In several areas, the project will involve expanding

the existing two-lane road that runs parallel to the
coast. As a result, some residential properties and forest
areas will need to be acquired — An MSRDC official




“Samarth” (Scheme for
Capacity Building in

Textiles Sector) O




* The Union government extended the Samarth Scheme for two
years (FY 2024-25 and 2025-26) with a budget of Rs. 495 Crore to
train 3 lakh persons in textile-related skills.

e Samarth Scheme

e Samarth is a demand-driven and placement-oriented
umbrella skilling program of the Ministry of Textiles.



* Scheme aims to encourage and support the industry in creating jobs
in the organized textile and related sectors, covering the entire value
chain of textiles, excluding Spinning and Weaving.

* The scheme also provides upskilling/reskilling programs to improve the
productivity of existing workers in Apparel & Garmenting segments.

* Achievement: Under the Scheme, 3.27 lakh (in which 88.3% is
women) candidates have trained, of which 2.6 lakh (79.5%) have
been employed.



 Textile Industry of India
— Share in Domestic Trade: The domestic
apparel & textile industry in India
contributes approx. 2.3 % to the
country’s GDP, 13% to industrial
production and 12% to exports.
— Share in Global Trade: India has
a 4% share of the global trade in textiles
and apparel.
— Export: In FY22, India was the third
largest textile exporter globally, enjoying
a 5.4% share.




* Production of Raw Material: India is one of the largest producers of
cotton and jute in the world. India is also the 2nd largest producer of
silk in the world and 95% of the world’s hand-woven fabric comes
from India.

— Employment Generation: The industry is the 2nd largest employer

in the country providing direct employment to 45 million people and
100 million people in the allied sector.



* Regions: Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Haryana, Jharkhand, and Gujarat are
the top textile and clothing
manufacturing states in India.

Other initiatives in the textile sector

— PM-MITRA: To boost employment
generation through setting up of 7
PM Mega Integrated Textile Region
and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks in

Greenfield /Brownfield sites with
world class infrastructure.



Mera Hou Chongba



* The Mera Hou Chongba Festival 2024 was celebrated in Imphal.
* Mera Hou Chongba

* It is the only festival where both hill and valley indigenous
communities are observed together in the state.



It is an age- old festival
that marks the oneness of
the growth of nationalism

in the state.

e [t has been celebrated in Manipur since the
time of Nongda Lairen Pakhangba, the God
King of Manipur, in the first century AD.

It is aimed at
strengthening the bond
between indigenous
communities in the hills
and the valley of Manipur.

e [t is recognized as a General Holiday in
Manipur.




India extends its first-
ever Rupee
denominated Line of
Credit under IDEAS




* India has extended a Line of Credit of X487.60 crores to Mauritius for
a water pipeline replacement project,

 About

* It is the first X-denominated credit under the Indian Development
and Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).



* It aims to replace approximately
100 km of obsolete water pipeline
in Mauritius and will be financed by
the State Bank of India on
concessional terms.

* This initiative reflects India’s
commitment to socio-economic
development in Global South
countries, aligning with the needs
of its partner nations.




* Do you know ?

— The Government of India provides development assistance
through concessional Lines of Credit (LOCs) under the Indian

Development and Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS) via the Exim
Bank of India.



* 1. Over 300 LOCs worth $32 billion have been extended to 68
countries, funding around 600 projects in various sectors, including
railways, roads, agriculture, and healthcare.

2. Under the “Neighbourhood First” policy, significant LOCs have
been allocated to neighboring countries: $7.862 billion to Bangladesh,
S1.65 billion to Nepal, over S2 billion to Sri Lanka, $745 million to
Myanmar, and $1.43 billion to the Maldives.
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