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Who mediated the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas?

goe R g F fiw Jeufuw wasila & e avaeyar fi2

A. United Nations and Russia / H’{I}I‘?I’ IS¢ 3T
B. Qatar and the United States / a¥ 31X 3rARST

C. European Union and Turkey/ﬂ@tﬂﬂ' g 3R @ﬁ
D. Saudi Arabia and Egypt / <l 3R 33X A9




What is India's estimated Real GDP growth for 2024-
25?

2024-25 % foIT $IRT $1 FFATAT IFATAF GDP

T ¥




* What is the key reason for the drop in
India’s manufacturing sector growth in
2024-25?

» 2024-25 7 HRA F AATT &7
g{ﬁ#ﬁ?ﬁﬂg@ww

* A. Decline in global demand | dRa=
AT & fRmae .
B. High interest rates / 3TI ST &X
C. Reducg.i_’}government spending /

D. All of the above / 390ed T3




* Which country experienced a third
consecutive year of population
decline? O
« HieT I e AR AR av

STAEEAT A REe @ T@T 87

* A. Japan / ST9TeT
B. South Korea / &1&T0T IRAT

C. China / ==
D. Germany / STHa .



 What is the key factor behind China’s population decline?

- et Fr FaHEAr TREe F I8 A&7 FRF 41 82

* A. High cost of living / STdeT IdT9eT T 3TT ATTd
B. Low birth rates / fH SleH G ‘
C. Aging population / gc¥1 's‘IFII AAHET
D. All of the above /W aaft



* Which glacier was recently equipped with high-speed 4G and 5G
connectivity?

« BT F TARRAT Y H ge-TiE 4G 33X 5G FAfFead
e A T o

* A. Siachen Glacier / TR AT
B. Gangotri Glacier / I9MET TATAAR
C. Zemu Glacier / JIH TTAAT
D. Milam Glacier / Fad 7oy



* Under which operation did India take control of the Siachen Glacier?

« IRA & fFE 3ITNAT & dgd RIRa <Ry o AT
urea fhar?

* A. Operation Vijay / 3Tl a1
B. Operation Meghdoot / 3IT9 2l

C. Operation Parakram LWF{ QIThH
D. Operation Cactus / 3T9QIT haFeq



 What is the significance of the Kampala Declaration?

« HTFATAT ENYOIT I HT AGcd F4T g7
* A. Focuses on Africa’s agricultural transformation / HIFT & ajﬁl‘

qRadd W Higd

B. Supports space research and innovation /ﬁﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁ H?:I:ﬂ'ﬂﬁ AR
AR HT AT FIT &

C. Addresses global climate change policies /%fa‘aa: olcldigd
qRader Afaat # FeEifa sar g >

D. Establishes a trade agreement between African nations / 3TShIhY

a2t & i gR gastar vufiRT #ar &



 Where is the world’s largest book located?

. grn A TR T Rrae FEl R §2

* A.India / ART
B. Myanmar / FITAR
C. China / ©eT .
D. Sri Lanka / sieTepT



* “The purpose of life is not only
to be happy.

* |t is to be useful, to be
honorable, to be
compassionate, to have it make
some difference that you have
lived and lived well.” — Bhunesh

Our prime purpose in
this life is to help others.
And if you can't help
them, at least don’t
hurt them.
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A scheme
hampered
by poor

rcsources

Mumbai and Bengaluru are getting it
with WhatsApp groups, QR-code collars, and a
consensus between dog lovers and authorities

Nate Anderson: the
activist short-seller
behind Hindenburg

Bumrah, Shami get the
nod for the
Champions Trophy
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property

to rural families
NEW DELIE

PM Narendra Mod| on Saturday

Technology in Vilage Areas)
scheme. » PAGE 2

R.G. Kar rape: ex-police
¢ volunteer found guilty

Sentencing to take

Shiv Sahav Singh

DMoyurie Som
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Kolkata court on
found

Saturday
former civic police
volunteer Sanjay Roy guilty

Judge Anlrban Das of
the

Farmers from the bordenng
areas of West and
Bangladesh clashed or

Soturday ot the Sukhdebpur

had
200 10 their fields near their
intemationat border. » PAGE 3

Employees can
correct errors
through EPFO

NEW DELME
The £m s Provident Fund
Organization has senplified the
process of jomnt ceclaration by

allowing employees to correct
their name, date of birth,

2nd date of leaving. » PAGE 3

Escaped death by
a whisker: Hasina
on fleeing Dhaka

NEW DELN
h Prime

Eesminan was toppled in an
PAGE 34

Sessions Loun. Sealdah,
pronounced the verdict in
f the ac-

e present. The
term of the sentence would
be  pronounced
Monday.

The court said that it
found the accused guilty
on the basis of evidence
put forward by the Central
Bureau of India (CBD) and

on

ing
under Sections 64 (raj

e

tomorrow: accused Sanjay Roy was convicted based on 11 pieces of
evidence produced by the CBI: court has lived up to the faith placed in it, say victim's parents

Police persoamel keep guard cutside the Sealdsh

66 (causing deach), and 103
@) (murder) of the Bharati-
va Nya hita. Reading

smothered her to death.
The victim's body was
recovered from a seminar
in a hospital on Au-

st 9.
While Roy was arrested

case and
fled a chargeshec: agatnst

Keeping peacs
court where the judgment was being delvered on Saturday. #T1

him on October 7.
rige:

entering and exiting the

scene.
Roy pleaded innocence
when the verdict was read

the The judge
said Roy would get a
chance to speak on Mon-

day, before

Lit for Life begins with an
ode to books and reading

Zubeda Hamid
CHENNAI

Books and reading
change your life, sald Abra-

the
The parents of the de-

laced in you,” the victim's
father told the J;
parents had initially ac-

faith in the CBI's investiga-
cion as well

Despite the police deny-
ing permission, a crow
had assembled outside

Sealdah court complex, ea-
gerly awaiting the judg-
doctors

person Imolved in the
The gruesome crime
had triggered widespread
protests in Kolkata and the
rest of the State with peo-
ple hitting the streets for
months after the incident.

MIXED RESPONSE
» PAGE 3

ham Verghese. eminent
ithor, most

re:enlly oF The Coverant
. Dr. Verghese deli-

Vered the  inaugural ad
dress at the 13th edition of
The Hindu Lit for Life, in
Chennai, on Saturday.
After 2 nod to-his con-

haps a million-plus years,
the first recorded writing

ce in the I
and China. So,
writing has only been with
us for about 5,000 years,
and printing, in the form of
books began only in the
1400s. “So this a very, very
recent endeavour
Speak, and yet it's & won-

ferful, magical endea-
he said.

When
Verghese said, The retina
fakes In the image. the

Abraham Verghese. author; Narmala Lakshman, Chais . The
Hinck Group; LV, Navanesth, CEG, The Hindu Group; and Suresh
Nambath, Editor, The Hindl, at the inaugural event. & RAcU

The Hindu launches
Surf & Dive at lit fest

CHENNAL

across a range of issu
The idea behind Surf &

Senrgmpive

that offer clarity,
context and a 360-degree
perspective on the world.

Dive was that in a world FULL mEPORT
abuzz with digital »pacES
the aimand  stays with us forever.

Festive mode

An aerial view of Prayagrai, Uttar Pradesh, where the Maha Kumbh i taking place. PT1 [COMFLUENCE OF CLULTURE: PAGE 23]

and pro-
ek ot sakes n awr

students that if they were
not in the habit of picking
el to read, they

up a nove
would suffer “brain atro-

people at the . who
were perhaps, about to dis-
cover the e book

slightly differens way.
“There are no writers
without readers,” he re-

minded the audience.
And so, the festival was
the celebration of all, and
f ‘written

Chairperson of The Hin-
s Group and feeth
founder Nirmala

splrlr behind Lit for Life
said the festival was about

celebrating words, ideas

creativity, carrying

with it the honest and fear-

less o of The Hindu

and with o e, commie.

ment freedom  of
express|

ression.
“We have always strived
to be a wide and inclusive
platform for artists, wri-

and perform-
their ideas and
creative vision with all
those who value litera-
- she sal that
the biggest measure of the
success of the festival was
that people atrend it, enjoy
it, and say they have been
enriched._

Editor, The Hindi. Su-
resh Naml e d
cussing the relarlonshlp
between journ:

Iiterature said that lﬁeraA
ture was journalism that

This
year, the festival &s back as
Lit for Life, a reiteration of
lreranure’s centrallcy in hu-
man life, fts as
agent of change In the
world, fts mission as a
very much
e ]ourna.llsm in these
times,” he pointed
o
CEO, The Hindu, LV. Na-
vaneeth said that Lit for

myriad forms
gre andis walting tobe em-
braced.” he

MORE REPORTS.
»PAGES, 6, T

Israel-Gaza ceasefire
to commence today

JERUSALEM

The ceasefire between Ha-
mas and Israel will go into
30

manitarian groups rushed
o set up a surge of aid.
che
X

But Israeli Prime Minis-
er la-

Az the first-ever integration
the

names of hostages to be re-
leased, as had been

d. His _statement
came almost hours

Hlamas was to give to Qatar.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGES 5, 108 14

training
Assam Rifles for the Mani-
pur Police last monsh, re-
crults from all three com-
munities — hlell:“l. Kuki-Zo
and Naga — concurred that
peace in the ethnic vio-
lence-affected State should
be brokered by a “neutral
third party”. a senior go
vernment official told The
Hindue.

Most recrults were “dis-
illusioned with the inabili-

ty of their leaders to find a
solution to the issue~ and

The integration training
was o in the first
week of December for
around 1,900 select police
officials in Manipur on the
directions of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

need for an integra-
ton programme was dis-

rused first at 2 meeting on

2024, when Mr.
Lhih revicwad the. security
situation in Manipur. One

Big picture: Recruits at imtegration training stress on a larger role
Ery the Central government o tackle the crisis #7

of the {ssues discussed ax
the meet

that despite the ongoing
[t from

of the poice on cthnic
tines.
The meeting highlighted

both the communities who
are deployed in the Assam
Rifles and the Army exist-

ed in harmony. As many as
1,300 recruits from the

Meitel commumnity, 350 Na-
gas and 260 rnembels
from the Kuki-Zo commun-

ity were idendfied for the

Third party should broker Manipur peace: police recruits

being “a hlanlpuri and an

recruits

Fake news

The recruits who were al-

ready undergoing training

at the Lachit Borphukan

Police ‘nannlng Centre is
r a year were in-

volved in the programme.

buil
ledging diversity, pride of

ety, while
o

major cause of tension
among communities.” the
official said.
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CHENNAE

s Y
Raijnath visits Maha Kuml

takes holv dip at

member
leaders. The

other party
Defence Minister began his visic with a holy dip
Trivend

in the sacred waters of the

confluence of the rivers Ganga. Yarmma, and the

rituals at neghbounngnony sites much as Akshaya
Vat, Patalpuri Temple, Saraswati Kund, and
Hanuman Temple.

Former MLA Movong to
be Arunachal BJP president

Former MLA Kaling Moyong has been appointed
as the president of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Arunachal Pradesh unit. He took over from the
State’s Water Resources Minister Biyuram Wahge._

a two-time

tauded Mr. Wahge for guiding the party through
2024,

simultaneous elections in

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on Sa-

turday distributed
more than 65 lakh proper-
ty cards to rural

Modi distributes 65 l1akh
property cards across 12
States, Union Territories

SVAMITVA scheme will unlodk economic activities worth over 100 kakh crore’ worst of

Haryana Minister Vij
says State BJP chief
Badoli should quit

CHANDIGARE

Haryana Minister Anil Vij

cernance.
SVAMITVA scheme
was launched In 2020 to

T Centre said
this nhance rural
India’s economic progress
as it it

theough. bank loane. e
property-related dis-
puns facilitate better as-

.
under the SvAMITVA
aturday. srs

scheme through videoconferencing in New Delhi on S:

sessment of properties
and property tax in rural

have papers for . There
were disputes, properties
and

property issues were Dalits. backward classes. tribals: previous govts. did nothing to address it: PM

they had now come on to
the path of inancial secur-
ity because of the scheme.

“will add capital”
Speaking on the pnlenﬂxl
of the scheme once
achieves its objective of -
an

activities

mmore than £100 lakh crore

in the coming years and

added that substantial cap-

ital would then be added

to the country’s economy.
He also credited the

i system

areas, and all
hensive

planning.
;Around 2.24 crore be.
neficiaries in villages will
now have SVAMITVA pl'o—
perty cards after 65 lakh
cards are distributed to-
day,” Mr. Modi said,
that the challenge of pro-
perty rights was a global
Sne that even the United
Nations has recognised.
“India was also impact-
<d by this challenge. Peo-
ple in villages have proper-
1y wor hs of crores (of
rupees), but they did not

illage tevel

were even
banks did not provide
loans ower it Mr. Modi
said, that

for
empuwering viral Eacia
with around 23 crore such

The police had registered

an FIR against them in Xa-
bttty Solun iericr, g DE-
cember 13, 2024.

ill prove innocence”
Mr. Vij said Mr. Badoli has
already ed he is inno-

cent. ~1 t that
he will prove to be inno-
e Hi hal Pra-

Bur until the police proves
ould

the
worst sufferers of these is-
sues were Dalits, back-
ward classes, and tribals_

The benefciaries who

£
should have taken steps to

o something about ir, bur

othing much was done.”
the PA added.

Juse before his address
and the distribution of
property cards, the Prime
Minister also interacted
with select beneficiaries of
the scheme. Mr. Modi said

their

cards on Saturday includ-
ed people from the States
Chh:

Seslgn o ornaumln' ‘pavitra-
ta (sanctity)” of the party;
Az Vi) told mediapersons

in Ambala.

The Minister on January

Matzoram. Odisha, Punjab,

Rajasthan, and Uttar Pra-
Aot and fram the Unton
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

2%y serious- and the par-
‘would

ty high
take note of it. Mr. Badoli
was appointed State BP
president in July vear.

According to the com-
plainant, Mr. Badoli and

to anyone,
sasd.

had sasd.
According to the FIR,
was staying in
wit]

woman
g e
boss and friend when they
met the two on July 3,

duo allegedly forced the

Maharashtra
forms panels
to safeguard

ancient forts

BAUMBAL

The Mahayuti government

Kerala Governor’s policy address

suggests

shift in Raj Bhavan-govt. political dynamics

G Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

New Kerala Governor Ra-

on Saturday announced
the of di

ol coakas . sate
guard ancient forts in the

State from encroa ent.
State Cultural Affairs Mi-
nister Ashish Shelar said
the decision will not only
help In removing existing
bur also

Jendra
kar's policy address mark-

work towards preventing

further encroachments on

forts across the State.
“Maharashtra s home

Rajendea Vishwanath Arlekar

also helped. It kept the pol-
icy address largely devoid
of politics. The govern-
ment also appeared to
T contentious
juestions that dominated
the State's political narra-
tive, inc! the Centre’s
alleged trespasses on fiscal
and

Mr. .

The ruling coalition did
not seem to lose sight of
the fact that former Gover-
it AT MG K
had kept the

the
tonal values of democra-

socially interventionist ap-
proach to governance. He
stressed the Everament’y

on tenterhooks by object:
ing to some tions of

ing the ramma displace
by the Wayanad i vy

Parandur airport project: Vijay
to meet protesters tomorrow

CHENNAL

Facing criticism for not
meeting people nearly a

who will assembile in an in-
door wedding hall.

wiay

The party cadre were
one of

to prevent any unto-

fiscal transfer, of tions about federalism, the  proving citizens” quality of TVK office-bearers. led
India revenue deficit grants, and ments™ on the authority nf constitutional bounds of life and infras-
of GST the office, tructure developlnents, m- Dis-
ts, managed by the | sation™ without apparent and G 3 luding the et Superintendent  of
of scnp«. n'ulntz‘ned = ocﬁ Mr. Atlekar refterated  and expedicing land acqus- | Police nmugam on
- cially that the government was  sition for of

and Museums. These forts

are a part of the

Stare culurat logacy and
e robust

The noy
confrontational approach

Strulll an opamistic ¢ e

committed  to

national highways.

modalities for the meeting.

be
try, police sources said_

office-bearers submitted a

toric sites, Mr. S|

The panels should pre-
pare a detailed list of en-
croachments and submit it
to the government by Janu-
ary 31, Mr. Shelar said.
From ary 1o May 31,
the task of removing en-
croachments must be un-

added.

monthly me
view progress and submit
its report to the govern-
ment, the Mintster added.

Karnataka sees sharp
rise in snakebite
cases, deaths in 2024

BENGALURU
The ry cases of sna-
kebite envenoming

highest number of snake-

“Tumal
lowed by Koppal and Ka-
laburagi (efght each) and
and

follows Karnataka declar-

(stx each), according to da-
ta from the State's Integrat-
ed Health Information Plat-
form (HIP) portal.

Survey adds 24 new species to Munnar'’s faunal stock

The Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A faunal survey in the Mun-
nar Wildlife Division has
led to the addition of 24
new species of birds, but-
terflies, and odonates to its
checklist

The exercise. underta-

Iy
tan Shola National Park

ing
cases and deaths notifiable
under the Karnataka Epi-
demic Diseases Act, 2020,
in2024.

While a total of 3.439
cases and 17 deaths were
recorded by the Health De-
parument in 2022, this year
so far (from January 1 to

ases ree deaths.
in 2024, while Hassan
reported the highest num-

cases, respectively. The

Auributing the rise in the

ases to improved report-

lng by Is. Ansar

Ahmed, State Project Di-

rector. integrated Disease
Surveillance Programm.

. sald making snm

Ing the cﬂ'e(ls of snake-
hitex,  whick: - Lave - lone
posed a severe

health concern, espeda.ll)
in the tribal and rural
areas,” he sasd.

OESNP), Shola
National Park (PSNP), Ana-
mudi Shola National Park

A total of 217 species of
birds were documented
during the survey, inched-
ing It new species, thereby
increasing the bird popula-

tion in the Mumnar Wildlife
Division to 258. The addl-
tons include the

Hawk Owl, Barred Bunon-

quail, Spotted Owlet, Mot-

ted Wood Owl, Baya Weav-

er, Red Munia (Red

Avadavar), Richard's Pipit,

Jerdon's Bushlaak Golden™
Headed Cisti

o not.
spotted included “he ik Nikgirt

igeon. Mountain
imperial _Pigeon, Great
Eared Nightjar, Steppe Ea-
gle, Bonelli's Eagle, Monta-

- SPECIAL

southern Birdwing, was al-
so recorded i most of the

er eleva-

and

checklm to 246 species.

number of but-
(erﬂles was recorded at
Chinnar with 148 species,

e Dariia tneste cad-
verti (Forster, 1903). Ma-
crodiplax cora (Kaup in
Brauer, 1867), ura

sexmaculata  (Fabricius,
Iz

species), and Mathikettan

5 tillarga (Fa-
bricius, 1798), and Lestes
elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862

n addition to these, the

Shola (57 species).
NP s4

iac] a-d E

brown, Palni Bush-Brown,

orded 72,
NP 53, KAWLS 68, END 115,
CWLS 173 species.

8 new butterfly species

Munnar continues to be
home to several species of
butterflies with 166 species

i Gionded vellow, Sha ML
i were observed.
Grass jewel, the smallest
butterfly in the State. was
t Chinnar. The

eight
new records, bringing the

E
largest indian butterdly, the

mammals such as the Nilgi-
o cahrs, dgers. leopards,
Nilgiri martens. gaurs,
hants 2 Specics. o
repriles “ina amphibians.
The survey was formally
launched by Harikrishnan
KV., wildlife Warden,
Munnar Wildlife Division.
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Modi distributes 65 lakh
property cards across 12
States, Union Territories

SVAMITVA scheme will ‘unlock economic activities worth over 3100 lakh crore’; worst sufferers of

property issues were Dalits, backward classes, tribals; previous govts. did nothing to address it: PM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi on Sa-
turday distributed

more than 65 lakh proper-
ty cards to rural families in
more than 50,000 villages
across 12 States and Union
Territories under the
Centre’s SVAMITVA (Sur-
vey of Villages and Map-
ping with Improvised
Technology in Village
Areas) scheme. He said ru-
ral digitisation was now
“furthering rural empo-
werment by leveraging the
power of technology and
good governance”.

The SVAMITVA scheme
was launched in 2020 to
provide ‘Record of Rights’
to families owning houses
in villages through surveys
using the latest drone tech-
nology. The Centre said
this was to enhance rural
India’s economic progress
as it would facilitate mone-
tisation of properties and
enable institutional credit
through bank loans, re-
duce property-related dis-
putes, facilitate better as-

v/

i

PM Narendra Modi distributes property cards under the SVAMITVA
scheme through videoconferencing in New Delhi on Saturday. AnI

sessment of properties
and property tax in rural
areas, and allow compre-
hensive village-level
planning.

“Around 2.24 crore be-
neficiaries in villages will
now have SVAMITVA pro-
perty cards after 65 lakh
cards are distributed to-
day,” Mr. Modi said, adding
that the challenge of pro-
perty rights was a global
one that even the United
Nations has recognised.

“India was also impact-
ed by this challenge. Peo-
ple in villages have proper-
ty worth lakhs of crores (of
rupees), but they did not

have papers for it. There
were disputes, properties
were snatched, and even
banks did not provide
loans over it,” Mr. Modi
said, highlighting that the
worst sufferers of these is-
sues were Dalits, back-
ward classes, and tribals.

“Previous governments
should have taken steps to
do something about it, but
nothing much was done,”
the PM added.

Just before his address
and the distribution of
property cards, the Prime
Minister also interacted
with select beneficiaries of
the scheme. Mr. Modi said

they had now come on to
the path of financial secur-
ity because of the scheme.

‘Will add capital’
Speaking on the potential
of the scheme once it
achieves its objective of is-
suing property cards in all
villages, the Prime Minis-
ter said it would unlock
economic activities worth
more than 100 lakh crore
in the coming years and
added that substantial cap-
ital would then be added
to the country’s economy.

He also credited the
Bhu-Aadhaar system for
empowering rural India,
with around 23 crore such
identification numbers is-
sued so far, making it easy
to identify land plots.

The beneficiaries who
received their property
cards on Saturday includ-
ed people from the States
of Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pra-
desh, and from the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.




SVAMITVA -
Scheme

- '\:\:"u
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' Why in the News?

+ India plans to prepare digital maps of all its 6,00,000 villages and pan-India 3D maps
will be prepared for 100 cities.

' About SVAMITVA Scheme

+ SVAMITVA stand for - Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised
Technology in Village Areas

* It is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. It is a collaborative
effort of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State Panchayati Raj Departments, State
Revenue Departments and Survey of India.

* It was nation-wide launched on National Panchayati Raj Day, 24th April 2021.

+ This Scheme is a reformative step towards establishment of clear ownership of
property in rural inhabited areas. It does so by:

1. Mapping of land parcels using drone technology

2. Providing ‘Record of Rights’ to village household owners with issuance of legal
ownership cards (Property cards/Title deeds) to the property owners.




About SVAMITVA Scheme:

Full Form: Survey of Villages and Mapping
with Improvised Technology in Village Areas.

Launched: In 2020 as a Central Sector
Scheme.

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Panchayati Raj
(MoPR).




* Aim:
 To empower rural property owners by
providing Record of Rights for properties.

* Facilitate the economic growth of rural India
by enabling property monetization and
access to financial resources.



Features:

Advanced Technology: Drone technology and Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS) for accurate
surveying and mapping of rural inhabited areas.

Property Cards: Official documents provided to property owners for financial and legal uses.

Reduction in Disputes: Minimize property-related disputes by creating precise land records.

Financial Inclusion: Property cards can be used as collateral for loans, promoting rural financial stability.

Development Planning: GIS maps generated under the scheme aid in better Gram Panchayat Development
Plan (GPDP) preparation.

Coverage: Drone surveys have been completed in over 17 lakh villages, with saturation achieved in six
states and UTs, including Puducherry and Tripura.




* Distribution of Property Cards / YT H1ef w1 fQavor

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi distributed 65 lakh property cards to rural
families in over 50,000 villages across 12 States and Union Territories.

s GUTHAAA g A A 12 =4 3R Fg afaa vdat & 50,000 &
3f8F MGt & 65 oM@ W9R F1s faalka vl

* The distribution was carried out under the SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages
and Mapping with Improved Technology in Village Areas) scheme.

- g% faaRor ‘Farffea Ao« & dgd foRar aam, st amat & Bfeee
gdator 3T Hufw & IRFR H AT va= FE L



Objective and Economic Impact / 3@%’1‘ 3 3 wang

The scheme was launched in 2020 to record property rights of families living in villages through digital
surveys using the latest technology.

U ool F 2020 H JrEIor IRERY Y a9 F FOFERT Fr Bfoea adaror & AegT F N
W#WQWMWW

The goal is to enhance rural India’s economic progress by enabling institutional credit access through
property-linked bank loans.

39 ST &1 36T AHIT HRA # 31f® werfa A demar & 3k gufe-smaia &« =or &
mmw#ﬁ?htrqﬁr#r:ﬂmmaam%l

PM Modi stated that unlocking economic activities through property rights would lead to X100 lakh crore
worth of financial benefits.

TUHAT A FeT 6 TufT & ISERT A ATar & § #fasT 7 100 I FAT AT A
Hﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁlﬁﬂ'&’rﬁ'ﬂﬁrﬁﬁ?ﬁl



3. Social Impact and Challenges / GTHTTOI 93T 3R ?:I’?l’rﬁl'm

Historically, Dalits, backward classes, and tribal communities have suffered the most from property
disputes and lack of land rights.

YagrR® w0 @, afda, s a9t ik anfear woer wufar Raer ik gy sfaswrt & F4 @
mmﬂwumr-rw%

Many villagers possess property worth crores but lacked legal ownership, which prevented them from
availing bank loans.

ﬁqﬁ;ﬂ%mmﬁmzﬁ AfFer FhEA! T ad @9 & FROT T dF FOr A A
HHH I

PM Modi criticized previous governments for not addressing the property rights issue effectively.

Tl A A o TERE A Arare=r # F gl gufa 3faRt & Ao i v w7 @
g gt fam



* 4, Technological Integration and Aadhaar Linkage / ddhelehl AT 3T TR
IGED

 PM Modi credited the Aadhaar system for facilitating financial inclusion in rural
India.

- FUTTHAT A A AT HRA A AT HEAT F oA a0+ & faw
TR YUTTell Y 9o AT I

« 23 crore digital identification numbers have been issued under Aadhaar, making
it easier to verify property ownership and access financial services.

M?aﬁrmaﬂ?mm%ﬁmqﬁmmaﬁaﬁmaﬁ%
oY gufr waif@ca i ggaeT 3T 3 AT @HT:-HTFI?%?I'E?I'I?IT

THTT &Y 9T gl
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Hezbollah chief warns Israel over Gunman Kkills two ju Police. Islamists demolish Ahmadi

‘hundreds’ of truce violations

sEuTESS

~
Nairm Qassem, the leader of Lebance's Hezbolish, on Ssturday

hunareds of

. to be fully

implemented by next week, and warned .ma testing "our
patience” His remarks came during 3 wisit to Lebanon by United
Nations Secretary-General Anfonic Guterres. 4>

man

iges in Irar's capital

iy
Saturday, officials sald, both of whom allegedty took part in the
rmass execution of dissidents in 1588, The attacker, who was armed
with 3 handgun, kilied Femzelf. The victims were identified as derics
Mohammad Mogheiseh and All Razini, AP

Negeria has been admitted s 2 )

er country™ of the BRICS bloc
Zroup's chair

of developing economes, according 1o Beazil, the

BRICS was formed by Beazi

il, Russia, India and China in 2009, with

South Africa added in 2010, 3= 3 countermeight o the Group of
Seven (G-7} leading industristsed nations. Ar>

Pau S e U Gl ey Vil S ki

Aremac

o Blacy Sl e

o Pakiztan's

ity
official said on Saturda;

3. The incidient took place on Fridy ot Daska

Katan, Sialkot. some 100 km from Lahore. 11

Before ceasefire takes effect in Gaza,
Yemen’'s Houthis fire missiles at Israel

The militants ‘carried out a s

ific mil

tion

the Ministry of Defence of the Israeli enemy’: the cease fire

deal between Israel and Hamas is to take effect on the eve of Trump's inauguration for a second term as US. President

JERUSALEM

he Israeli military
said it intercepted
two missiles ﬁred
from Yemen on Sa
day before a ceasefire is set
to take effect in war-bat-
tered Gaza.

The military activated
air raid sirens in jerusalem
and i parts of central and
southern Israel ahead of
the Interceptions
the day, with the first pro-
sectile Shot down

morning.

Yemen's Houthi rebels
claimed the morning at-
tack. hours after the Israeli
military intercepted the in-
coming missile.

The Houthis “carried

P

out a specific military oper-
ation  tar, the so-
called Ministry of Defence
of the Israeli enemy... us-
ing a

central lIsrael,
a statement.

Tense region: Izracs armoured personnet carriers park near the
Israet-Gaza border on Saturday, before the cessefire deal. REUTERS

S T S T LT

The morning artack had
triggered explosions over

‘om Yemen and intercepe-
oy by the israeli air force,

intercepted= before cross-

Trump's inauguration for a
second term as us.
President.

“Ready for duties’

ing into Israell it

The latest

Mah-
mud Abbas said the Palesti-
nian ‘whicl

Escaped death by a whisker,
says Hasina on fleeing Dhaka

NEW DELEH

Deposed Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina has said she and her
younger sister Sheikh Re-
hana escaped death by just
25 minutes on August

s o
faat iy isems s, Avaal
League government was
coppted in &

student-led
mass uprising.

In a brief audio note re-
leased by her party on is
Facebook page, Ms. Hasina

her

Sheikh Hasina

August 21, surviving the
large bomb in Kotallpara.

‘would
0630 (;Ml' (1200 IST) on
unday.
Prime Minister

Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim
Thani. announcing the
Cempeline aoreamans. oo
said an micial

oss.
second missile was fired

42-day ceasefire would see

h has
partial administrative con-
trol in the Israeli-occupied
Wese Bank taa completed
preparations
funl responslbﬂﬂy tn Gaza~
after

Taracl hias no definitive
stance on post-war gover-
nance beyond rejecting
any role for both Hamas

the

an, Palestinian
Authority.

w
God for saving her life.
She also recalled two

previous artempes on her
i

part of a divine design to

or g on Al
re must be a wm
Allal

in
108 rembling voice, the
d leader accused

et greater
done by her.

~We escaped death by
Just 2025 minutes. I feel
surviving the killings on

hies political opponcnts of
conspiring to get her killed-

. Hasina has been liv-
Ing in India since August S

Leagues 16-year regime.
1 am suffering”

“1 am suffering, I am with-

Cluding that of the
21, 2004 grenade attack on
aparcy rafly where she was
addressing as the opposi-
tion leader. Twenty-four
people were killed in the

2000, Ms. Hasina,
then the Prime Minister of

weighing 76 Kg 50 feet
from the stage.

Slow life

- a street market in indonesa's Jakarta on Saturday. A

‘Russia captures two more
villages in eastern Ukraine’

MOSCOW/KYIV

Russia on Saturday said it
had capeured two more vik-
in eastern Ukraine,
the latest territorial
its

offensive.
In a statement on Tele-

ram. the Defence Ministry

said s forces had “|

ed" the villages of Vrerntv.

ka and Petropavlivia, both

in the Donetsk region that

Moscow claims to have
annexed.
Drone attack on Kyiv

Incremental gains: Keemiin ciamed 1o
the Donetsk region that Mascow claims to have annexed

Shahed drones, other sim-
ulator drones and four bal-

es in the early
hours of Saturday morn.
ine. aoco(ding to Ukraine’s

rhe office of ukralm s

have seized two viliages In

were in a minibus on the
street.

Elsewhere, industrial
sites in Russia's Kaluga and
Tula regions were set

ablaze by Ukrainian drone
attacks, local officials sald
ussia’s Defence

general id in
& Statement that the casual-
ties included a security

d at a food establish-
ment and people who

R
Ministry said that 46 Ukrai-
nian drones had been des-
troyed across the country
overnight.

Impeached South Korean leader
argues for his release in court

sEouL

South Korea's impeached
President on Saturday ar-
Eaed for his release before
a Seoul judge as the court
reviewed whether to grant
2 law enforcement request
for his formal arrest

Mr. Yoon, who has been

detention since he was
apprehended on Wednes-
day in a massive law enfor-
cement operation at his re-
skiences: facee“pacential
rebellion charpes Eoked &

his declaration of martial
fxw on Decsmber'3, which
set off the country’s
serious political orlsls ok
its Gemocranisatior the
cm

Yoon Suk ¥eol

late 1980s.
The Corruption Investi-
gation  Office tigh-

Court to grant a warrant

for Mr. Yoon's formal ar-
rest. Mr. Yoon's
£2id he spoke & fnr about 40

minutes to the
ing the nem-ry ﬁ\e-hour
losed-door h

Expected decision
The J\.-.iga is expected t
Seciston by late Sa.
mrda, or early Sunday.
If Mr. Yoon is arrested,
investigators can extend
his detention to 20 days,

equest,
M ¥oom will be mleased
return
nce.

At least 70 people killed in central Nigeria
as fuel tanker explodes after flipping over

A fuel tanker exploded af-
ter Aipping over In central
ng

ed amid an economic

“The death toll stands at
70 so far” Kumar Tsuk-
wam, the head of the Fed-
eral Road Safety Corps
(FRSC) in Niger State, said
while  speaking by
telephone.

Tsukwam s.ald a
carrying 60,000

Tires of gasoline it s e
cident around 10:00 a.m.

A large crowd of
hered to

(0230 IST) at the Dikko
Junction on the road link-
ing the federal capital Abu-
Ja to the northern city of
Kaduna.

“Most of the victims
were burnt beyond recog-
nition.” Mr. Tsukwam s:

“We are at lhe scene to
clear things uj

‘An FSRE statement said:

a ~large crowd of pe.
Bathered to 300D the f i

Ripple effe
Last year, shorﬂy after his
ection, President Bola Ti-

nubu abolished a fuel sub-
sidy, sending prices of es-
sentials and other goods
soaring. triggering
protests.
The price of gasoline
reased fivefold in 18
mnn!hs. leading many
risk their lives to recover

fuel during tanker truck ac-
cidents, which are com-

Niger State Governor
Umaru in a state-
ment that the explosion
was “worrisome, heart-
breaking and
unfortunan
He said an

number of people also ex-
perienced s
of

In 2020, the FRSC listed
1,531 fuel tanker

‘Germany may
send troops

to Ukraine
buffer zone’

Agence France Presse
BERLIN

Germany’s Defence Minis-
ter said he

ling
o Ukraine to help secure a
demilitarised zone there i
a ceasefire were agreed

o spend around 3% of GDP
on defence.
US. President-elect Do-
ump

bere of the NATO rmuury

Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
Asked about a
nt of

obvicusly have a role to

play=

He said the issue would
iscussed in  due

territory”.
Dearly dwee years of v, it
had more”
than that and had suffered
“extensive losses in its own
army™ in the attempt.

Defence spending
Asked about the contribu-
tion Germany should make
towards NATO defence
spending. Mr. Pistorius
said: “We should be talking
more about 3% than 2%."

which claimed owver 535

lrves.
Rl

de-
votes around 2% of its GDP
o defence.

Amx

T




ABUJA
Nigeria is admitted as a partner
country of the BRICS bloc

Nigeria has been admitted as a “partner country” of the BRICS bloc
of developing economies, according to Brazil, the group’s chair.
BRICS was formed by Brazil, Russia, India and China in 2009, with
South Africa added in 2010, as a counterweight to the Group of
Seven (G-7) leading industrialised nations. AFP




* Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates. These countries were invited to join at the 15th BRICS
Summit in August 2023, and full membership began on January 1,
2024



OPINION, P10

NRN, SNS and other
provocative people

ACROSSTHEAISLE, &

ENGAL

- PSS

Relishing Rajasthan

Rajasthan’s lure is going beyond havelis and sand
dunes to include its vibrant culinary landscape.
Apart from the traditional outlets and popular
hotspots dishing out iconic dishes, the state is
also experimenting with ingredients once
restricted by climate and availability

- LEISURE, PY

New narratives

How documentaries in
India are riding on a

fresh wave of popularity,

piggybacking on

compelling issues, honest

content & untold stories

NSE's active client base
rises 37% to 50 million

NSE'S ACTIVE CLIENT base
reached 49.5 millionin
24,

saw its client base rise by
20.6% to 8.1 milkon. Angel

December ga

contrast, client num-
bers grew marginally
b,- 2 Sin 2025

Growvew,
the listwith 132
million active
clients, recorded
a73.1%increase
n 2024
Zerodha,

ranked
second,

Top brokerag:s by active clients

(active clients in million)

base,umped 45.2%t07.8
dion,

The share oftop
five brokerages in
the total chent
base rose
to 68.4% in
December 2024,
up from 65.8%
December 2023.

Compiled by
Kishor Kadam

o .

Industry & 36.7

Sanjay Roy found
guilty of RG Kar
doc’s rape, murder

A KOLKATA COURT on
Saturday

vou eV NO. 32

WELL BEING
HOW TO AVOID WINTER
DEHYDRAT ION

in these cold & dark
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AMITAV GHOSH
INTERVIEW

“‘We cannot absolve govts of
climate responsibilities; they
hold the power’ Page 4

Namaste Wegovy, Ozempic and tirzepatide

the West so far, which is what make

@ Indian pharma set
for shake-up with
entry of these drugs

WVES the world
anti-obesity

MADE wa
revolutionany

year. “We anticipate a positive

WEIGHT AND WATCH

= Cipla coming
Up with generic,
affordable
—
Wegovy: eyeing
deal with Eli
Lilly to market
drug in India

Reddy"s Laboratories
.Iso o coming up
th generic

version of Wegovy

and it not anly became:
valuable company but also had ;
capitalimation that was highe

Eets ready to bring it
Srag apative, or Moumfare, to
Inds thisyear. The comparyatso said

1 on GLP-1 therapies,
gets approval Generic version
e sy forlieagivtide of Ozempic
= b
sl to bring it= Wegovy to

India in 2026, but reports sy they

£ “E

Lty G

told FE as

will theis asrival to
Coincide with £l Lilly, not wanting to

EXPO SHOWCASES FUTURE OF MOBILITY

Mass car makers also

® Display cars with
premium features,
affordable prices

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY
New Delhi, January 18

LUXURY CARS ARE no longes
beyond the reach of the average
Indian consumer. At the ongoing
Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2025
in New Delhs mass- marke
pretairisiensnd i e Sunuu
Flyundai, Kia and Tata Moto:

focused on making their cars as
Bl

Uhlarik, the global design head of
Tata Motors, told FE that the A

brand will Bave
and the focus will be on making
theze distinct not just from mass-

Vikram Pawah, pre:
ew BMW X3 at the Auto Expo.

INTOP GEAR

= Tata Motors showcases
Avinya X, the first model under

its new range of premium Evs

-Maroti

= Hyundai

market Tata cars, ¥

in the world “Avinya will be the
finest automotive art pieces in the
world, and not just metal on
wheetshe sakl

sive, out of

Kotak Mahindra
Bank net up 10%0

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumba

reach

Janvary 18

KOTAK NDRA BANK

o= sammaympnn.d al0
-year rise innet

pioTit o £3.305 croce tn

Indian buyer, another Tata execu-
tive told FE %

reta Electric

sident & CEO, BMW Group India, at the.
The car is priced starting ¥75.8 lakh

launch of the

getsmost features from lwary cars,

Endsan masket brings. The company
e bry

thanits
GDP.In 2022, over 659% of all dny
prescriptions in the US were fo

Ozernpic alone.
Infactin the sec rtero
etuie Biaricial yesr: I3 Lillys Zon

made $1.24 billion anc
Mounjaro made $3.09 billion, fa

FEona possible launch date i India.
These drugs have made bank in

Continued on Page 2

Corrections in EPFO
portal, account
transfers sirnpliﬁed

PRIVANSH VERMA
New Delhi, January 18

IN A BID to case the burden of sub-
scribers, the Employees” Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has sim-
plified the process of correcting any
member's personal details on the
EPF portal, and cased the way

The verification by the
took about two weeks,

2boge conteal touchscreen, tatch-

semiautonomous driving tech. Tt
not just a car, it

which defayed the process.

During the past nine months,
atmost 2 millson claims remained
pending with employers for more
than15d: “Ifthe

EASING THE BURDEN

which is pending with th

the member can delet)

brings the future of technology,
safety and performance to th
roads” Tarun Gan i

number of caims fled (13 million)
during FY25 is considered. more

director & cOO, llyur.dax Motor
India. told FE. “it has even gone

ezl Ry, by fatro
ducing the car as 2 payment plat-
form i India,” he added.

in the quaster.
Net interest income, the differ -

December
26,554 crore in the
quarter of the pre-

Page2

EPROFanofficial sid.

the already filed request and sub
mit a fr claim directly witl
EPFO, said sources. The interna
processes of EPFO are also bei

time.
Claden processing will be consider-
ably reduced since it does
e mperval Ry Pl gy
Morzeover, if any member has
already filed his transfer claim

® A CAMELID SALUTE

]
for transfer claim pro
cessing within this month, whicl
will further smoothen B
process, they said.

Continued on Page 2

BSF personnel take part in a beating retreat rehearsal at Vijay Chowk in New Delhi, on Saturday

LA fires cast shadow on ‘no-build” 2028 Olymplcs

prime sccused Sanjay
oy of raping and
murdering an on-duty doctor at
RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital. The court will anno-
unce the sentencing on Monday,
bringing closure to a case that
had shaken the nation. meace 2

TikTok to ‘go dark*
as it faces US ban
TIKTOK SAYS IT will *

government intervenes
iataly” cwer the

renmedi
looming ban in the US. mpace 16

T e O

o= Angeles, January 18

THE DEVASTATION WRO!
the deadly wildfires that ra
sections of Los Angeles has left an
indslible imprint on the region's
Snrdscape

e run- up to the city hosting
ehe 2638 Surnmer Olyrapics and
Deunlyighes, Liyadficion 1 Wod
Cup matches in 2026 and 2 Super
Borwl in 37, will costacide wit
sive rebuilding of huuxlng Cand
infrastructure. That secms cruclly
ironic after Los Angeles organisers

= e

TESTING TIMES
- Los Angeles was
awarded 2028
Olympics for third
time in 2017

= Games still expected to cost

$6.9 l:»i‘!!‘i“onm°

rcmhoed facilities,
improvements to city infra

= Region's ability to recover to
be tested as it prepares to also
host World Cup, Super Bowil,
Paralympics in span of 3 years

Pacific Palisades on the city’s
i Altadena, i

the
None of the Ofympic venues

have been damaged by the stil

burning fires that tore through

porated  community  above

the San

Palisades fire came close to

Riviera Country Club, which

host Olympic golf and was inside
zone. UCLA, which

n
Gabriel Mountains.

T ee O

the
will house athiet

the zone “While our focus remains

will adversely im;
P>

the 2028 Ofympac

financialexp.epantin,. @ @

and Paralympic Games, wi

v Office of Major Events, said in
astatement.

The NFL, NBA and coiegs bas.
ketball

Israel-Hamas
ceasefire at
0630 GMT

QATAR'S FOREIGN MINISTRY saic
the ceasefire between Isracl anc
Hamas will go into effect at 06 3(
GMT on Sunday, reports AP. Thy

pause the fighting

games in the days after the fires
began o

 on January )
Neither of the two major fires
been ana

remain evacuated.

“We arc in full solidarsty with the
citizens of Los Angeles and full of
admiration for the tircless work of

ns of heldb
militantsin the Gaza Strip and hun
dredsaf
1sracl Israel's cabinet approved th:

i o Saturtiay, Beakered b

mediators—United States, Qata

the firefighters and the security  talks e warring sides, tu
forces” the International Ofympic  ceasefire is o ond  truc
& . g
Continued on Page 2 Full report on Page 16

New Delhi TG e O <TE>




Namaste Wegovy, Ozempic and tirzepatide

® Indian pharma set WEIGHT AND WATCH

for shake-up with
entry of these drugs

GARIMA SADHWANI
New Delhi, January 18

HAVING MADE WAVES the world
over, revolutionary anti-obesity
drugs Wegovy and Ozempic (manu-
factured by Danish drugmaker Novo
Nordisk),and Eli Lilly’s tirzepatideare
set to enter the Indian market this
year. “We anticipate a positive
response from the Indian market,”Eli
Lilly (India) told FE, as the company

mCiplacoming [ 5U|? Pharma W Dr Reddy's Laboratories
up with generic, ANV al§o comingup g
aftordable anti-obesity with generic
: drug utreglutide | version of Wegovy
version of
Wegov.y; eYeing puies | - ‘ M Biocon working B Natco Pharma
d.eal with Eli Pl g !; on GLP-1 therapies, developing
Lilly to market e gets approval generic version
drugin India — for liraglutide of Ozempic
T a— ha

gets ready to bring its anti-obesity
drug tirzepatide, or Mounjaro, to
India thisyear.The companyalsosaid
itwill priceits drug competitively for
the Indian market.

Competitor Novo Nordisk had ini-
tially planned to bring its Wegovy to
India in 2026, but reports say they
will likely pre-pone their arrival to
coincidewith Eli Lilly, not wanting to

missouton thehuge opportunitythe
Indian market brings. The company
declined to comment when asked by
FE ona possible launch date in India.

These drugs have made bank in

the West so far,which is what makes
their entry exciting here as well. In
2023, Novo Nordisk’s share price
increased by over four times from
whatithadbeenjust fiveyearsago —
anditnotonlybecame Europe’s most
valuable company but also had a
market capitalisation thatwas higher
than its native country Denmark’s
GDP.In 2022, over 65% of all drug
prescriptions in the US were for
Ozempicalone.

In fact, in the second quarter of
this financial year, Eli Lilly’s Zep-
bound made $1.24 billion and
Mounjaro made $3.09 billion, far
exceeding expectations.

Continued on Page 2



Introduction to Anti-Obesity Drugs / AEar-Uely gan3tt w1 IR=T

Wegovy and Ozempic (by Novo Nordisk) and Tirzepatide (Mounjaro) (by Eli Lilly) are set to enter the
Indian pharmaceutical market in 2024.

faad) 3t NAFaw (AE) AffEEr) 3t fesfarerEs (AlISRY, Tl fAeh) seg & IR gar
4R # 94T I drell gl

These drugs have gained global attention for their effectiveness in weight loss and diabetes
management.

¥ a7 gfAAT o A ForeT w3 AYAT ATIor F fAv gfAgy @ Th




 Indian Pharma Companies’ Involvement / HRAT BTAT FYfAAT Fr

* Cipla: Developing an affordable, generic version of Wegovy and
negotiating a deal with Eli Lilly for distribution in India.

- ffcar: g, Salte QM Gefaa =7 & & 3T vl el
¥ T ARATT ST & f¥aeor & oIw sraiia a7 @ 2

* Sun Pharma: Working on anti-obesity drug Utreglutide.

» ¥l AT HACTI-UT gl JeIderss W FH T @l ¢




* Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories: Also developing a generic version of
Wegovy.

« 31, ¥Z3IST daRdIe: fAaNd fr @edt Sied gar fasnfad &
! &

* Biocon: Received approval for GLP-1 therapy Liraglutide.

+ FRAPIA: GLP-1 AW foReeemss & fav T@ipfa ared g5

* Natco Pharma: Working on a generic version of Ozempic.

. e BT ASETF AT FARE gar [AEAT F & &



» Market and Economic Impact / S5 3T 3 yama

* Novo Nordisk’s stock price increased 4x in five years, making it Europe’s most
valuable company with a market capitalization exceeding Denmark’s GDP.

- @Y AlfSER & AW 7 5 Tui 7 4 7= g5 g8, v 78 Q9 &=
N Heddlsl H91 e T8, m?ﬁrmqsﬁﬁwma?sﬁaﬁ#
it 3T & 7S

* In 2022, 65% of US prescriptions for diabetes management were for Ozempic
alone.
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Eli Lilly’s weight loss drugs generated billions in revenue:

e Zepbound (2023 Q2) - $1.24 billion.
e Mounjaro - $3.09 billion.

Teil forell &Y ol gere &Y gar3it & 3RE! Sl i HATS F:
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4. Competitive Dynamics in India / HRd A gfaeaur

Eli Lilly plans to price Tirzepatide (Mounjaro) competitively to make it
affordable for the Indian market.

voll forely fesfurerss (HiTR)) F1 ARG TR & T fFerd
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Novo Nordisk initially planned to launch Wegovy in India in 2026, but now it might pre-pone its
entry to compete with Eli Lilly.

Ay ATfSER Tgo 2026 A fAMdl dica Fa T ASTar g1 TE ft, Afher 3ra wely foreh
¥ yfaeqat = F AT 3@ Feg died T ol 2l

Indian companies are focusing on producing affordable alternatives to counter high costs of
original versions.
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Future Prospects and Challenges / sifasg Y gaTaaT 3R ﬂm

India’s high obesity and diabetes rates create strong demand for these drugs.

AT A ot AT AR AYAT T F FROT 3 AT Y 34 ART F&ll af|
Government regulations and pricing caps could influence sales strategies.

Tl s 3R Aeg-dien A wefaat & wifaa & @ B

Indian pharma firms have the potential to export affordable versions of these drugs
globally.
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B p
New investments by domestic vers fell 1L4% from Q2 the slowdown reﬂecb the appmhension.s of India Inc. over the increase in input costs, driven by high inflation
and geopolitical uncertainties; States drive growth in i mining, irri a, as well as construction and automobile sectors clocked deep contractions
by the Un- low of 5.4% in Q2. struction and automobile There was a significans
= NEW DELHI ion government. “The outlook for 2025-  sectors clocked deep o0& States that
Domestic investors, ho- e S verdh 2026 remains optimistc, itractions I fresh outlays accounted for the top
“Trump’s return #th domestic  wever, pulled back fresh in- S favourabl, relative to Q2. Infrastruc-  shares of new Investment

3 hir, ARG L4X in the Oc-
ember  quarter

(O of 205425 after's eer.
recovery in the second

vestment plans
mQ

private sector pro-
Jects stipped sharply from

tion, and the execution of
policy interventions 1o
spur _consumption and
growth, are expected to
stmulate private invest-
ment activity,” Mr. Hegde
reckoned.

ture investments were
fractionally higher by 0.8%

at £4.25 lakh crore, but
new electricity projects
& T 21.9% to

4.5 lakh crore to account

for the largest share of

39.3% in new mvestments
hrough Q3.

ojects.
Rajasthan emerged as a
surprise leader, with fresh

most three times over Q2
to about 22.25 kakh crore in
Q3.

attend, coutd have “profous quanel Q2. 1,253 in Q2 to 1,061 in Q3. New power projects “Such investments, par- Maharashtra and Guja-

consequences for the giabal However, government Private ivestors' share in A 238 lakh crore,  ticularly in transport and  rat, which were he top

order™. » PAGE 5 capex plans mgisxmd a  new v ent projects new investments by States infrastructure, are two States in Q2, moved
sharp growth, lifting over-  dropped to 62.2% in Q: ‘he Cenmtre's essential for 5 the one rank r as a conse-
all ‘IEE'I in the from 66.2% in Q2 New in- 22.05 lakh overall momen- quence, while Tamil Nadu
economy by 9.9% in Q3 to foreign “The slowdown in dom-  rector and CEO of Projects  ments in Q3, and account-  tum, as they not only lay  was .d out of the top 10

Nine Navies hold 211.46 lakh crore from an n-  estic private investments Today, told The Hindu. ed for almost 20% of all  the groundwork for long  States, after ing the

Jjoint drills in updated tally of £10.43 lakh albeit from a low ring the third quarter of He added that weak cor-  new outlays. In Q2 the va-  term growth but also com-  third-ranked State in terms
crore recorded in Q2. This to 21.02 lakh crore.  FY2025 reflects the appre-  porate results and flaggi lue of new projects an-  plement private sector in-  of investment plans in Q2.

strategic straits rise was led by a 34.6% largely  hensions of India Inc, over  urban demand in Q2 may  pounced by the Centre was  ftiatives by improving the  In @3, new projects in Ta-
wike in ﬁesh investments 000 rising nput cots, driven  have also dimmed investor  IMgher than the States. business environment and  mil Nadu amounted tw st

NEW DELN by St vernments over  crore steel project by high inflation and ongo-  appetite. Mining, irrigation, and  reducing pennonax bot- 218,06 e, 5% be-

The Navies of nine indo-Pacifc | Q2 e kmu almostthrice the  nounced by Arceior Mittal ing geopolitical uncertain- India’s GDP growth had  pharma, as well as the em-  tlenecks.” Hegde  low fte Q2 tally of T46.119

countries, including India, are in new out-  Nippon. es.” Shashikant Hegde, di-  slowed to a @ con- cros

taking part in 3 mustil

exercise, La Perouse, hosted

by France in the st

stras of Malocea, Sunds. 20d | KKtarmbh fire

AGE

NEW DEL

country and in different parts
of the world with party leaders
beginning to challenge the

Interim government headed by
Mohammad Yurws. » PAGE 16

TikTok ‘begins
restoring services
to users in the US’

WASHINGTON
TikTok says it's “In the process™
of restoring service In the US.
after it wert dark in response
% a new Law. 1t thanked
Donaid Trump, who said he
planned to sign an ceder to
give its parent company more
time to find buyer. » PAGE 16

Cylinder Blast: Smoie rises from a fire that engulfed a section of a sprawling tented came In Prayagral on Sunday. The camp shelters
evotees taking part in the 45-day Maha Kumbh festival AP REPORT ON PAGE <

Gaza truce takes hold with handover of first
Israeli hostages after initial three-hour delay

DEIR AL-BALAH

A ceasefire between [sracl
ook hold

a
raising_hopes for the re-
lease of dozens of militant-
held hostages and an end
devastating 15~

]

hostage Doron

mbraces her mother,

Simaona, sfter being held in Gaza since the sttack by Hamas. RELTERS.

ron Steinbrecher, 31, kid-
from Kibbu

tz
Aza. Later on Sunday, Is-

ceasefire took effect, cele-
brations erupted across
the territory and some Pal-

estinians began returning
to their homes.

ed at 11:15 a
o the first step  corard i
mately ending the conflict
and 1o

tack. Hamas was supposed
o provi
fore the start of the cease.
fire. originally planned for
8:30 am. It released the
names about two hours la-
ter, citing technical rea-
sons and saying it was still
committed the
agreement.
n the interim between
8:36 & i a8

asefire took hold, Israeli
fire )u.lled at least 26 peo-

ng to Gazas

Tieath Ministry. 1t did not
¢ they were civi-
lans or fighters.

‘The military has warned
people to stay away from
israeli forces as

it had recovered the body

of Oron Shaul, a soldier
killed in the 2014 Israel-Ha-
mas war, in a special oper-
ation in Gaza.

Mediation effort
The ceasefire deal was an-
nounced last week after a
year of me by the
United States, Qatar and
s _ The outgoing Biden
ld.mnnls(rauon and Presi-
dent-elect Dos Trump’s
team had both ptessgd for

to continue fighting.
PYRRIIC PEACE

» PAGE 10
PALESTINIANS RETURN

pacEs 16
.

Of voters’ diversity dividend

and the BJP’s hat-trick lite

CHENRAL

Young India is hankering

but neitl BJP nor

> fulfils the real as-
pirations of this India, se-
nsor jor st Rajdeep

desai said at The thdu L
for Life festival here on

Mr. Sardesal was in con-
versation with N. Ram, vet-
eran journalist and Direc-

impression ~ was
that the 2024 election was
a done deal and that the
BJP would get more than
400 seats. Even though the

m pow
Jorky e ko

me D claimed & hatr

was a sort of hat-trick
Bin, becmte the party
failed to get a majority. The
ground has shifted under
Prime Minister Modi's feet.
They are trying to repair
those cracks. We saw that
in the Haryana and Maha-
rashera elections

sai_sald, “In
hep pa:l 10 to 15 years we
have seen changes in terms

elnexgenne of the
BJP as the dominant party
of this country, replacing
the old Congress and chal-

=
Rsjdeep Sardesi, senior
Group; and Jayanthi Natarajan, former Union Minister, with

Varghese K.

les the Nehruvian con-
sensus that dominated in-
n poltics for about 60

-+

jowrnalist; N_Ram, Director, The Mindu

Gearge at the Lit For Life in Chennai on Sunday. & FAGU

racy:
Speaking about the role
of media, Mr. Ram said the

years
The BIP 1s not Just another
political party. It is a party
] g conquer In-
dia. The emergence of a
larger-than-life personality
cult is also another feature
of politics in the last de-
cade and a
On the 2024 polls, Mr.
Ram said there were some
smaller_surprises within
the non-surprise. ~The
polls were completely o
iin wihons Exoptlos.

want to highlight is that
several journalists who
went to the field were very

ar that in no way that
the BB as 2 single party

was
—— e And 350 stets.
This was not based on

but on

that people trusted profes-
sional media. Surveys had
shown all over the world
that people relied on pro-
fesstonal

as well as Parliament. The

alliance
against MGR, whose go-

som,
solid information, particu.
larly from the Hindi- speak-
ates
t many ex-
pected 40 out of 40 seats
in Tamil Nadu and Pudu-
cherry for the INDIA bloc.
But the leaders of the rul-
ing alliance were clear that
they would not lose a sin-
e se: same
Bow d S Oaisha and Mad:
Pradesh happen? Why
was there a difference bet-
n Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan? These were sur-
prises within non-surpris-
. But what it brings out is
Giversity and plurafism are
the tion of electoral

sed by the Centre.
e cleclabvely re)ec(ed the
X-Congress  combine
o the Asce and voted
for MGR as Chief Minister,

voted for the DMK-Con-
gress combine. The wo-
men of Tamil Nadu were al-
ways very clear about what
they wanted. women
of India have a voice now
and they want to vote for

political narrative ™
MORE REPORTS

»PAGES, 7.8
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Rahul booked for ‘provoking
rebellion against Indian state’

An FIR was registered against Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi

in Guwahati for al

India’s democracy
has proven doubters
wrong, says Modi

PM calls Maha Kumbh a celebration of “'unity in diversi
take inspiration from Indian traditions in his first Mann Ki Baat of 2025

the Panbazar police station citing Mr.

“The BJP and RSS
and we are now

have caj
fighting the BJP, RSS, and the Indian state itself”

Militants. security personnel
exchange fire in Baramulla

Firing erupted between sec

urity for
militants in north Kashmir's Baramulla on
Sunday evening durlng a search-and-cordon

operation launched by potics and security forces

at Sopore (Baramulla

districn), a hideout was

busted. ruev.nobsened from inside. The area
said.

off-a

3 dead. 4 missing as boat
capsizes in Ganga in Bihar

Three people were killed

and f
Shier a bost capsized in the Ganga in
on Sunday, otfu:hlssa.ld The

bt with 17 people on
Golaghat, th

rescued so ﬁr odﬁchls

ct Magistrate Manesh Kumar Meena satd. «n

held in the country in 1951
52, some were doubeful
whether the country's de-
mocracy
“But our democncy
proved all the apprehen-
ns wrong — after all, In-
dia is lhe Adpeter of
mocracy,” he said.
Speakin, g on the ongo-
ng Maha Kumbh festival,
et ie cleirates “unity
in diversity™. “People from
all over India and the
world congregate on the

been going on for thou-
sands of years... People
from the . from th

adding that the event also

traditions bind
the whole of India togeth:
er. He re are many
temples across India, such
as the shrines in Kumbako-
nam and  Tirucherai,
whose traditions are con-
nected with the Kumbh.
“These festivals connect
the people of India with
the Indian traditions, just
as our scriptures empha
sise on Dharma, Artha, Ka-

sands  of Sangam. ma, Moksha (righteous.
There is ness, love, and
no casteism anywhere in  self: - he said

this tradition which has

realisation),’
On the first anniversary

All ears: Haryana CM Naysh Singh Saini listens to the Prime
Minister's Mann 1G Baat at the BIP office in Kaithat on Sunday. A

. urges people to

of the Pran Pratish:

in Ayodhya, “md. il on
January 11, of
devotces had a darshan of
Ram Lalla. “While walking
on the path of develop-
ment, we have o preserve
our heritage and move for
ward _taking I.nsplnuon
from that,” he said.

S about man-
animal conflicts, he said
villagers in Naugion in As-
sam had planted napier

&5 of elephants straying in-
to fields reduced. This Is
matier of great rellef for
thousands of . This
effort of theirs has been
liked by the elephants as
well” b

Drive to seal rat-hole
coal mines begins in
Assam’s Dima Hasao

GUWAHATI

The police and local auth-

rs remain
untraced.

A few days ago. Chief Mi-
nister Himanta Bdsv-a Sar-
ma said that

mines had been de-
tected in the districts
v

Rescue work under way at 2
mine on January 8 where five
eners remain untraced. P11

the ill-fated mine, believed
to be interlinked under-
ground with three aban-
doned mines nearby, still
has more than 10 crore
litres of water.

area
Meghalaya. Many of these

tricting  access
mines, and disman:
seizing the equipment
a¢ thelr sites, he said, ad-
ding that 11 persons had
been arrested in connec-
ton with the January 6
mishap.

Officials said the hopes
of rescuing the five miners
still trapped in the
mine are dim. They said

of multiple
agencies have been pump-
ing water out from these

Minister had said it might
take up to 60 days to suck
the water out of the mines.

13 mines sealed

Officlals in eastern Assam’s
Tinsukia district sealed 13
illegal rat-hole mines in the
Margheriea area adjoining
Arunac -ad

operation was etiid oot
jointly with Coal India
Limited.

A magistrate in the dis-
trics saks the mepcies to
seal the 13 mines identified
S0 far was

‘India to work
with EU on
developing
modern tech’

NEW DELHE

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has
said that India will work
with the European Union

Critical raw macerial supply
chains to strengthen eco-
nomic ties.

These issues were dis-
cussed dunng a meeting
between M; -
ros " Sefcovic, ” European
Commissioner for Trade
and Economic Security in

a mutually beneficial Free

Trade Agreement (FTA).
The Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry in a state-
ment on Sunday said that
India would build a com-
mercially meaningful, fair
and equitable trade agenda
with the EU, addressing ta-
riff and non-tariff barriers
through  simplification,
and cost competitiveness
iness

economies and developing
closer economic ties bet-
ween India and the EUS
the Ministry said.

Nine Navies hold joint drills
in strategic straits between
Indian Ocean and the Pacific

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

‘The Navies of nine Indo-
Pacific countries, including
! e taking part in a
multilateral exercise,

Ocean and the Pacific

Ocean.
The Indian Navy h.

ployed its gu:de@mlsﬂe
destroyer INS Meumbai for

exercise scheduled
from January 16 1o 24 and
led by the French Carrier
Safke Croup (CSC) headed

S,
The three straits are crit-
ical choke points as these

provide entry and exit into

ing.,
the straits are under in-
creased foc

Maritime safety

this exercise, with the de-

maritime accidents and en-
v-mnmmml hazards, ille-
ation, drug traf-

ﬁckl.ng and natural ﬂxk;
such as earthquakes and
tsunamis.

of
bilicy and the ability to act
collectively in the event of
a maritime crisis, whlch
will contribute to it

French Embassy In india
said in a

Modi-Trump meet on Jaishankar’s 5-point agenda

NEW DELHE

Ahead of his visit to Wash-
ington, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. jJaishankar has
said the lnaugul:lﬂnn of
US. Presiden Donald
Trump, which he he wﬂl at
tend,

found comequem:es Ftor
the global order”, spelling
out some of the challen;

Australia, Canada, ges
France, India, Indonesta, | and opportunities india
Malaysia, Singapore, the | could face over the next
UK. and the U.S. are part | four years.
of the exercise. “Todsy, s Saey well ba

In an sign of on the cusp of a new era,”™

Mr. s.nld a lec-
bﬂll)u the mlemen( said, ture iIn Mumbal on Satur-

‘During this exercise, all | day. “One where the Unit-

navies will train in the use
of IORIS, a cox cation

On the ln:anon of the
exercise, it that

and system
dedicated to the exchange
of information.

in order to eﬂe-:nvely and

These straits, mainstays of
global trade, are
subject to numerous hu-
man-induced risks such as

crisis in a s_'ru:hrmuxed
manner”

ed States departs from an
established tradition of fo-
retgn policy and focuses on
its own interests, rather
than in shaping the world
itself... Where the focus is
more on the compulsions
of competition rather than
on observance of regimes,™

ing the Washingron tr

his third visit to the U.S. in
the past six months, will be
to set the course for an in-
tense engagement with the
Trump administration, be-
ginning with an early meet-
ing between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Mr.

Mr. Modi will travel to Paris
intells
gence (AD Action Summit
at the Grand Palals, where
A= Trumy has vit-
or subsequently on a
e by Mr. Modi to the U.S.
in the nexx few months.
The next agenda point

S. Jaishankar

for Mr. Jalshankar is to seta

pan) are expected to be in
Washington, D.C. for the

Trump had told advisers
that he wanted to travel to
China early in his tenure,
and was also considering a
wvisit to Indsa.

Ahead of such a visit, all
eyes will be on who M:

11, 2 political appoin-
tee during the Biden admi-
nistration, will step down

1n contrast to his strong

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing in recent weeks, includ-
ing inviting him to the in-

with a series of “Executive
o

eport released in De-

of a tocal of 1.4 million on
the “final removal orders™
list, and 2,647 Indians are

largest
tionality, following Mexico,
Honduras, and Guatemala.
Finally, the Jalshankar
with

Pre-
sident Trump” External  to him over oy
Affairs Ministry sper-  on Friday in what he called
son Randhir Jalewal an-  a ~very good” call for Chi-

nounced on Friday. On Sa-
wurday, The wall Street
Jowrnal reported that Mr.

na and the U.
M.r Trump's
phm %o begin his temire

be watched for announce-
on their engage-
ment with India.

To solve this pazzie online.
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Nine Navies hold joint drills
“in strategic straits between
Indian Ocean and the Pacific

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Navies of nine Indo-
Pacific countries, including
India, are taking part in a
multilateral exercise, La
Perouse, hosted by France
in the strategic straits of
Malacca, Sunda, and Lom-
bok, between the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific
Ocean.

The Indian Navy has de-
ployed its guided-missile
destroyer INS Mumbai for
the exercise scheduled
from January 16 to 24 and
led by the French Carrier
Strike Group (CSG) headed
by the carrier Charles de
Gaulle.

The three straits are crit-
ical choke points as these

provide entry and exit into
the Indian Ocean Region.
With forays by the Chinese
Navy in the region rising,
the straits are under in-
creased focus.

Maritime safety
“Strengthening maritime
safety will be at the core of
this exercise, with the de-
velopment of interopera-
bility and the ability to act
collectively in the event of
a maritime crisis, which
will contribute to it,” the
French Embassy in India
said in a statement.

On the location of the
exercise, it noted that
these straits, mainstays of
global maritime trade, are
subject to numerous hu-
man-induced risks such as

maritime accidents and en-
vironmental hazards, ille-
gal immigration, drug traf-
ficking, and natural risks
such as earthquakes and
tsunamis.

Australia, Canada,
France, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore, the
U.K., and the U.S. are part
of the exercise.

In an important sign of
strengthening interopera-
bility, the statement said,
“During this exercise, all
navies will train in the use
of IORIS, a communication
and coordination system
dedicated to the exchange
of information, documents
in order to effectively and
collectively face a maritime
crisis in a synchronized
manner.”
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A united administration under the
.

fter 1S months of war, which saw
deaths

of tens of thousands
destruction of much of Gaza
rounds of painstaking negotiations, Hamas and
1srael have agreed to a ceasefire. As scon as the
news was out, ventured out on the

ofpeople, the
and multiple

streets in Gazs, hoping that the dafly bombard-
ment and shelling would co an end_ Uncer-
tainty still lingered, but both sides resolved their

Last-minute differences over details about Israel's
partial withdrawal from Gaza and the names of
the hostages to be released on day one and the
ceasefire came Into force on

A surge in radical governments, the hope of democracy

ne thing seems fairly certain now. If an

a group does not
Capere power, it yill e elxher be foughe thoth and
nail and/or tre.

we had mz . We now have
Syria in 2024

When the Taliban power on August
15, 2021, 13 members of the United States troops

. evena
tspeclally Tor Garas 3.3 million Palestiians. The
is o be in

three phases. in the first phase. Hamas will re-

As o stay focused on phase
one. Trouble could arise when ations for
the next 1srael launched

war, it set two objectives for itself — the destruc-
tion of and the release of hostages. In 1S
months of war, Israel has degraded Hamas's mil-
ftant infrastructure, but the group has survived

and irself as an
to Antony Blinken, the outgoing U.S. Secretary of
State, Hamas recruited as fighters as it hxd
lost the war. Israel's inability to

Hamas or secure the release of the hostages
through the offensive raises serious questions
about the IDF's military tactics in Gaza. This
could probably be one of the factors that per-

jamin Netanyahu to accept
i

Gaza_ A more pngm.nnc solution & to form a un-
L factions un-
der Fohe recos-
ived Patestinian Authority, and then shift the
focus towards the reconstruction of Gaza. But for
this plan to work and peace to prevail, Israel
should be ready to withdraw all its troops from
the Gaza Strip.

i their minds.
The then UN Special Reprosentative to,
. Deborah Lyons, even told the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) that the Taliban
was ‘misunderstood”.

Afghani. draft
because India was one of the countries attending

" But when the events of August 2021 unfolded.
India was the president of UNSC | A ettt Any
text or rence.

‘When UNSC Resolution zss:. aﬁer the Talib:
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terrorist attacks on
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UNSC) fo
August 2021

The last thing
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dented girls school

lami and its student wing, the Islami

restrictions on women, and stopped all moves for
an inclusive government. Now. the world looks
the other way.

Now, Syria and Bangladesh
And now Syria in 2024. We have just
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bead for his capture. Capturing power can help
evade capture also.
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foreing the interim government to
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But the
World Is preoccupted with Ukraine and West Asta.
Now, India has a situation brewing closer to
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Bangladesh.
Even if the collapse of the elected
in Bangiadesh has been largely due to an
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and losing the plot, under the guise of su;
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successfully prevented over the last 16 years.
The larger picture
However, for both sides to view the unfolding
events purely through a lens — be itan

readiness to do bustnas with the interim
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Bangiadesh Army staying on s the Last two decades.
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Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners Kifles (8DR) revolted in weuuuy 2009, just after
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the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS),

2008, it was India which gave its rock
o support to the newly-elected governmen
and

It Is i Bangladesh's own interest that this
military coup does not translate into an islamic
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The silver lning Is that. having tasted the power
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’Ihehistoﬂanmustnotethatthepasthasnmnylayers

Hospital on
nouncing the verdict in the presence of the pa-
rents and the accused, Judgs Anirban Das said

accused was found guilty based on evidence

tis of course the historian’s professional
1o bring of the past
back to life for which a
training in the norms and the methods of the
discipline is imparted in institutions like

Trtist be supported by evidence which 1self has to
a critical for its

other bits ol‘e\ﬁde-\ae which m: be

s o T I o oS G e
test of reason rather than providence or any
explanation outside the realm of reason.

The other layers
So far so good. But the past has other Layers not

pu( Torward by the Central Furea of ]
tion (CBD. The accused is being held guilty

Sections 64 (rape), 66 (causing death), and IQ?(I)
tmurder) of the Bharatfya Nyaya Sanhita

w rom texts,
mamscripts or archaeology. One such layer is
memory not captured In texts. manuscripts.

©on the dug up field. It survives in

out the veraict, the e el the crimme caries
e highest of a death
the losem opiiee imprisonment; the terms of the

popular memories of events, persons and

often at with the
siven by peofessional history. The crucial
@ifference is thas while the historian has
bestowed an image of event or
to the

sentence announced today. In his obser-
varions, the Judge alsc pus the spodight on the
functioning of saying

o st St of e college’s principal and oth-

¥
been the handi-
work of only one

Sandip Ghosh. principal of the R.G. Kar nedi-

Judg-
ment and sought the highest punishment for the
accused but expressed hope that the investiga-

uld not be halted so that all the culprits
are nabbed, a echoed by
doctors. activists — and also the Opposition.
There are cases pending in the High Court and
the Supreme Cours of India, which began hearing
o moeu after the uproar over the rape. It
shou.ldm(needarapeandxnurd to wake up to
ap) conditions, such as the ack of
Dalc anscniics and a safe roows to rest.

modes and
pepu.lnrmuwyisnolboundbyany

e Ratnas
much later popular creation, perhaps not before

Lot history at the
Jawahariat
Nehru Unmversity

Today's
historian must
engage with the
“facts” as well as
what has been
habitually

as “fiction’

the 18th century. It does noe alter history very
much but lends some colour to the past. But
some other memories do alter history as well, a
liztle or drastically The story of Jodha Bai, for
instance. One can shout on

nstance of this power.

The example of Ayodhya
Several historians, with help from

no temple of any kind was demolished in 1528
construct

©On a holistic reconstructio:
Historians have, in the Puirsuit of thetr
of the past, the ¥

and
Srchacologcal data From popular mermory and
version

ce from a large

holistic
historian to concern herself with popular
memory as much as with archival data to
context of
the origins ofuus memory, the process of
its. ok

Eviden:
e fentiry artwas
The first

Ilnk between Lord Ram and !hemrucdonof

ends.
If history and soctal memory had been

the masjid dates to 1822 in a
court s

a
within the four walls surrounding the masjid as
Ram jJanmasthan: although no temple is
mentioned but Sita Ki Rasol is. A lot of accretion
to this bare mention occurs during the 195th

ce: — some violence is recorded as is the
intervention of the Awadh star
Cle:

their own in the past,
the present is a watershed moment when social
has

cukums nfl‘he past, gossip,

History
peaks most eloque Iy and consciuentially only
hen it speaks in lts entirecy.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

R.G. Kar case
The werdict ave been
pronounced in Ihemic Kar
case, but there is stilt one
question to ask — what

thin and reports
of corruption are rife. The State government an-
of

January 19), ©_ But we
betieve the investigat
will go on and more culprits

will be caught”, is encugh to
prove that the case has still

been fou,

that only half the battle has
ght.
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. This directive
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legatity. and ethical public spaces. The
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itiple occasions,

reaffirmed the im)
of ensuring the weifare of
while

e Supreme wane now due to digital
intrusions. The session
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A surge in radical governments, the hope of democracy

ne thing seems fairly certain now. If an

Islamic radical group were to seize

power by force, then the world will be

willing to legitimise it and forgive its
past deeds. But till the time such a group does not
capture power, it will either be fought tooth and
nail and/or treated like an enemy.

‘We had Afghanistan in 2021. We now have
Syria in 2024.

When the Taliban captured power on August
15, 2021, 13 members of the United States troops
were killed in an Islamic State (IS) suicide attack,
and $7.1 billion worth of U.S. weaponry was left
behind in Afghanistan. However, the U.S. and the
West as well as China and Russia bent backwards
to work with the Taliban. The West justified this
by saying that this would wean the Taliban away
from supporting terrorism and help in the
protection of women’s and minorities’ rights.
They talked about “inclusive government” but
democracy was not uppermost in their minds.
The then UN Special Representative to
Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons, even told the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) that the Taliban
was ‘misunderstood’.

Treated with kid gloves
The ultimate irony was how “karma™ had come
full circle. In the days preceding the Taliban’s
capture of Afghanistan, the “Troika Plus”, of the
U.S., China and Russia with Pakistan, had tried to
coordinate their efforts in Afghanistan to keep
India completely out and ignore our vital
interests. In the UNSC, even an innocuous
reference to the Heart of Asia Conference on
Afghanistan was deleted from the draft statement
because India was one of the countries attending
it.
But when the events of August 2021 unfolded,
India was the president of UNSC that month. Any
text or resolution required India’s concurrence.
‘When UNSC Resolution 2593, after the Taliban
takeover, was passed on August 30, India left its
imprint particularly in the paragraph relating to
Afghan soil not being used for terrorist activities.
The express reference to terrorists and terrorist
organisations in the UNSC Resolution 1267
sanctions list was inserted at India’s behest,
where it coordinated closely with the U.S. side.
This was necessary to remove any ambiguity
about Pakistani terrorist organisations associated
with the ISIL (Daesh) and al-Qaeda, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed —
listed in 1267 — from using Afghan soil to launch
terrorist attacks on India.

In December 2021, the UNSC allowed the
Taliban to get donor money directly into its
coffers. With no political will among the P-5 or
the West to demand accountability for
implementing UNSCR 2593, the Taliban soon

T.S. Tirumurti

was Permanent
Representative/
Ambassador of India
to the United Nations
(UN), New York
(2021-22) and
President of the UN
Security Council
(UNSC) for

August 2021

The last thing
India needs is
the revival of
Islamic
radicalism in
Bangladesh

denied girls school education, imposed
restrictions on women, and stopped all moves for
an inclusive government. Now, the world looks
the other way.

Now, Syria and Bangladesh

And now Syria in 2024. We have just witnessed a
radical Islamic leader Abu Muhammad al-Jolani
or Ahmed al-Shaara of the Hay'at Tahrir Al-Sham
(HTS) seize power, culminating in the toppling of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Al-Jolani was
earlier leader of the al Qaeda in the region, with
links to international terror groups. His radical
outfit, the HTS, which was earlier an al Qaeda
wing in Syria called the Jabhat al-Nusra, still
features in the U.S. State Department list of terror
groups. Mirroring what they did with the Taliban,
the U.S. and the West have lined up behind the
HTS and its leader. The first move of the U.S. was
to remove the bounty of $10 million on al-Jolani’s
head for his capture. Capturing power can help
evade capture also.

This is wonderful news for Islamic terrorists
and extremist groups gaining ground, especially
in Africa such as in Mali, and adopting IS and al
Qaeda techniques to topple governments. But the
world is preoccupied with Ukraine and West Asia.
Now, India has a situation brewing closer to
home, in Bangladesh.

Even if the collapse of the elected government
in Bangladesh has been largely due to an
autocratic government stifling democratic forces
and losing the plot, under the guise of supporting
regime change, the U.S. clearly downplayed the
interests of its “strategic” partner India. It is
propping up the interim military-led government
of Muhammad Yunus, which is seen as tolerating,
even encouraging, Islamic radical groups in
Bangladesh and is a threat to its minorities. The
last thing India needs is the revival of Islamic
radicalism in Bangladesh, where the last 16 years
have seen the two countries and its peoples come
closer in a variety of ways for mutual benefit.

When Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League
came to power in 2008, it was seen as free and
fair elections with a cleaned-up electoral list and
the Bangladesh Army staying on the sidelines.
The people overwhelmingly rejected the violent
past of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of
Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners
such as the Jamaat-e-Islami. Just when one
thought that the Jamaat-e-Islami stood discredited
for siding with Pakistan in the 1971 war and
rejected by the people of Bangladesh for causing
mayhem and disrupting lives, the popular
student protests of 2024 and the ensuing military
coup have given them a fresh lease of life.

While there is no doubt that the Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT) — affiliated to the Al Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), the

Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing, the Islami
Chhatra Shibir, the Hefazat-e-Islam, the Jagrata
Muslim Janata Bangladesh (JMJB) and the Islamic
State-Khorasan Province (ISKP) have taken
advantage of the situation, it is not as if the
people of Bangladesh have embraced them
wholeheartedly. Consequently, these radical
groups have tried to shore up support for their
extremist ideologies by attacking the minority
communities, forcing the interim government to
release Islamic extremists from prison (such as
like Jashimuddin Rahmani, head of the ABT), and
adopting shrill anti-India rhetoric, conflating the
dismantling of Sheikh Hasina’s legacy with
attacks on India. India should be careful not to
fall into this trap.

Religious hate has been on the rise around the
world. It was when this writer was India’s
Permanent Representative to the UN that India
brought up, for the first time, in 2021-2022, the
rise of religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions, including against Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists. India condemned all forms of religious
hate, whether in the U.S. and the West or in
Bangladesh and the neighbourhood. While India
may have taken its eye off the ball when it came
to the Sheikh Hasina government, it cannot
ignore Islamic extremism again rearing its head in
Bangladesh and posing renewed danger to India’s
national security — something which New Delhi
successfully prevented over the last 16 years.

The larger picture

However, for both sides to view the unfolding
events purely through a religious lens — be it an
Islamic lens or Hindu lens — would be a mistake.
This has been counterproductive before and will
be so now. In fact, Islamic radicals are baiting
India, and, unfortunately, so are the officials who
have been appointed as advisers to Mr. Yunus,
precisely to polarise forces within their own
country. On the other hand, India has the larger
perspective in mind to protect its bilateral
relations from damage. It has reiterated its
readiness to do business with the interim
government. India has removed most irritants in
its bilateral relations in the last two decades,
except maybe for the sharing of Teesta river
waters. What is forgotten is that when Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) revolted in February 2009, just after
the first clean elections of Bangladesh in
December 2008, it was India which gave its rock
solid support to the newly-elected government
and helped save democracy.

It is in Bangladesh’s own interest that this
military coup does not translate into an Islamic
coup and goes the way of Syria or Afghanistan.
The silver lining is that, having tasted the power
of democracy in 2008, and now in 2024, it will be
difficult to put the clock back.




* Introduction to the Issue / {gg $T {fAT

* Radical groups seizing power don’t seek legitimacy but enforce their
rule through violence.

» FET WAE FAT UIcd Fa & dg dedr gl 9red, dfew
fET & ATCTA @ AT A9 FIS §

* Examples: Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan (2021) and rise of
extremist forces in Syria, Bangladesh, and other regions.

» IETEUT: AHIMfATArT #H difadrsT &1 Fsar (2021) i iR,
AR T 3T A F AT grwal FT IHR)



« . Taliban’s Takeover of Afghanistan / 3T EdTeT A arfedrs &1 cheoll

* August 15, 2021: Taliban captured Kabul; 13 US soldiers died, and $7.1 billion of American
military equipment was left behind.

+ 15 3T 2021: AIFAGRT F FgT W Feorm fran; 13 AR dfasw AR 71w 3ikk 7.1
ﬁﬁmwwhm%mmml

e US, China, Russia worked with the Taliban, sidelining India’s concerns.
- AR, A7 3R w F afeea & ary ggahr R, sefd aRa i [Riast s
sTer3Tersr foraT |

* Taliban initially promised inclusive governance but later restricted women’s rights and minority
freedoms.

. aifaereT F ATITT A AR ATHT T IIET FAT O1, AfFT g A ARt ik
HeTHETF! & FIVFRT F1 AT FT ==



+ . Radicalism in Syria and Bangladesh / #IRIT 3 IR A Fgearg

* Rise of HTS (Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham) in Syria, with links to al-Qaeda, reflecting Taliban’s
power grab.

@nﬁmﬁHTS(maﬁTmamT ab-rm S IA-FIAGT & ST &, difears
& HT gAY ST gATAT

* Bangladesh faces an increasing influence of radical Islamic groups.
+ AR H Feexqdl FFATH! HHGH FT HIT 9% @T B

* Sheikh Hasina’s government faces criticism from Islamic hardliners, and groups like
Jamaat-e-Islami are gaining ground.

+ G FHNAT I FFR F FFATAT Feed AT @ Foldt e @ 8, 3R sroAma-v-
ST SR FAHg A & W &



India’s Diplomatic Response / TR &I aﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ? IGIE |

India has remained cautious in its stance, avoiding direct intervention but closely monitoring
the developments.

%wﬁmwm%,mmmaﬁmaﬁmwwmw
|

India removed indirect criticism of Taliban from UNSC resolutions in 2021 under US pressure.
2021 H, ARNFT & gaF A, AR A UNSCYEdTal & aifaarsr &Y 3mea«r &1 ger &

Delhi supports Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina government as a stable partner in the region.

e gaey H 9E gl TER &1 ey fRRar & A gxde & @ &



* Religious Tensions and Their Impact/ﬁ-'l'l'ﬁﬂw' dd1d 3R 3dA6T AT

* Islamic radicalism in Bangladesh threatens minorities, especially Hindus.

» EACY H FTATHI Heedlg FHeuueaHl, Y &7 & fogat & fav
ga gl

* India must balance its response to avoid escalating tensions.

» {RA H YA TG P FJfod @A FRT difr detrag HR 7 a3

* Bangladesh’s relations with India have improved, but radical groups pose a risk.

+ FEAICY & AT HART & I FEX §, dAfheT Heeadl g & o
oIl g3 &



* Geopolitical and Historical Contextlﬂi-ﬂa?ﬂﬁ? 3T efae@e Test

e Taliban’s rise is compared to earlier extremist takeovers, showing a
pattern of radical groups exploiting power vacuums.

- A & 3gF Y Jelell Tl & IAYAT Feall § AT 7§ &, AN
geltar § & ¥ gAg &9 & Wl $T FEET 38T 8

* Bangladesh’s history of Islamist violence, including 2009 BDR mutiny,
highlights the challenge of maintaining stability.

¢ FEACY & & S 2009
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Future Outlook and Recommendations / #fasT & o 3R gHATd

India should support democratic forces in neighboring countries to counter extremism.

AT H_TWATY FT FFEal FA F AT gl St # dwaifas amsal &1 q@deT
HIAT AT

Bangladesh should maintain strict policies against radical groups to prevent Taliban-like
scenarios.

AR F dlfeed S IR F T94 & AT Fgewd wopgl F§ Rarw #3
fgs oy F3A =il

International pressure and diplomatic engagement are key to stabilizing South Asia.
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SPAT WITH BROADCASTER
Djokovic skips customary
post-match TV interview

-

-~
Nowak

Intendew after his win on Sunday night to protest et e

LIFE PARTNER

Neeraj Chopra ties the knot with
tennis plaver Himani Mor

XENEERAL_CHOPRAL

DOMINANT
India women wer past Nej
clinch title in style in kho kho WC

¢ |
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Jsvelin ace Neersj Chopra on Sunday his
tennis player Himani Mor. “Grateful for every blessing that brought
2010 this moment soatives Boind by Love, ha poll awer skac tha

Snisi by officlal beoadcaster Chanmel 2% Sory Joeva: Djokovic xakd
the

o ko World Cup in New
Delhi on Sunday, easing past Nepal 78-40 in the final. The domnant
dinpla o Ve roma skl wae Sonslstent vath s mup artorky right

Indjan men beat Nepal in final
to ring in the double cheer

SPECIAL ARRANGEVENT

Incia atthe kho Cup as the men

followed the women in lifting silverware in New Dethi on Sunday.

Up aganst Nepal in the final, the men won 54-36 to bve up 1 the
ane of

Ka]inga Lancers script a Yibbi’s brace powers —

sensational comeback win

The shootout victory makes thousands

of home fans happy while Pipers suffer their seventh

consecutive defeat: Reynolds-Cotterill does the star turn with three penalty saves

stunning comeback to pip
Delhi SG Pipers in an ac-
tion-packed high-scoring
Pool-A thriller of the Hock-

£
suffered their seventh con-
secutive defeat.

Lancers conducted raids
from the left and earned a

denly switched in Pipers’
favo Graham Reid-
side converted

four penalty corners in the
space of five minutes.

Acrobatic effert: Reyncids-Catterdl puls off 3 save in the Shootout. R NCORTHT

They pumped In :hree

Yamasakd jumped to tap in
another rebound
helped Pipers retain cheir
advantage at the halfway
stage.

ng in
smart effort, Tomas  off a free ball inside the cir-
Domene dragflicked high  cleto pull one back soon
to equalise. ter ange of ends.
Argentinian scored a hard tussle and

Corey Weyer found Pip-
ers third goal off a rebound
beating Pathak on
right_

Pipers made it 4-1 as Koji

af-

heated exchanges, Dilrs)
Si finished off Do-  take it to the shootouts.
mene’s excellent circle en-

try from she right to score

Lancers, served well by
Antoine Kina and Boby

$ingh Dhami up front. re-
fused to give u

The resutt: Pool A: Vedanta
Kaings Lancers 5 (Hendricks 13,
52, Beinbrman 35, 47, Angad Sir
43] drew with Deti SG Pipers 5
{Dormene 18,20, Weyera1,

ROURKELA

btd Jaspen's. douible. pia-

Rarh Bengal Tigers in the
ey’ competiion ul
the Hockey India League at
the 'Bisa Munda Hockey
Stadium here on Sunday.
Warriors® third victory
in front of their home
crowd took them to the top.
of the table
Warriors created a few
good chances early on but
could not achieve success
due to Tigers alert goal-
keeper Grace O'Hanlon.
Tigers replied by
launching some raids, led

Stealing the
second goal. Ay, WOCATIY

Warriors to top spot

show: ¥ibbi loads the celebration after scoring her

Tata Steel Masters on
Satur

The results: 3: Masters:
. Gukesh bt Ansh Girk,
e ot Ao g

with Bengamin Sok; £d Gurez bt
Wina Bulmags; Erwin LAmi drew
with Frederic Svane. Mioyi Lu bt

artacks, including
the one by Neha_
before half-time,

blood. Yibbt sent in a dia-
gonal pass from half-line
and Michelle unleashed a
cracking shot from top of
the circle to score a spec-
cacular go:

Bartr:
der off a penalty corner

by Hannah Cotter. At the ¥ibbi sounded the and made some justice to | Nedrbeksantek
stroke of the break, board to convert Warriors'  her team’s 76 per cent pos-
Tigers earned a short cor-  first short comner in style  session at the halfway | FC Goa scrapes past
ner which resulted in a  and double the lead. mark. East Bengal, climbs to
stroke before being can- Amid and | second in the table
celled Warriors'  home _sup counters from both sides, | FATORDA: FC Goa rode on
referral. riors, featuring four local  Lalremsiami boost Brison Fernandes 13th
Warriors showed berrer  players, made several fo  ers' autack in the third | minute goal to beat Ease
coordination while attack-  Fays but Rutuja Pisal and  quarter. Warriors® circle * 1-0 and move to
ing with more incensity in  Neha Goyal missed grear  entries got them two more second spot in the ISL.
the second quarter. opportunities. penalty corners. table on A
Duatch s of FibbI and M rs* custodian Grace ¥ibbi showcased anoth- | Goa's eighth win of the
chelle Fillet combined remained vigilant to blunt  er low dragflick and Neha | season and took it to 30
beawtifully to draw first  some struck home in the final pe- | polnts in 16 matches.

riod to seal the issue for
Warriors.

For Brison, it was his sixth
£0al of the season. Goa
will next play Chennaiyin
FC on Jan. 2S while East
face Kerala
Blasters FC on jJan. 24.

The resuit: Ocizha Warrsors 4
[Michelle 16, Yibbi 18, 47, Neba
53} bt Shrachi Rarh Bengst Tizers
1 (Udita 30)

Further turmoil for
United and Spurs

Final nail: Georgit

EURO LEAGUES

Associated Press
MANCHESTER

Manchester United’s sea-
son lurched further into

o Rutter sesied the win for Brighton. REUTERS

United 1 Femandes 23-pen) lost
o BOEh1on 3 (Vinteh 5, Mitorma

55, Rustter 76); Nottingham Farest
3 (Anderson 13, Hudson-Odoi 23,

(Bednarck 60, Oneachu 30+1).

(Berenguer 2, Vrsian 711 Resl
Maceld s wibagee 18 pons 36, bt
57) bt Las Paimaz 1
i 2t
Bu Unicn Berin 2

from ¥ spot..

Tottenhany's woeful

&5 aleo sunk &0 new

depths with 2 32 loss at re-

legmon fighting Everton,
Nottngham

Meainz 1 (Amin 5-pen)
Serie A: Cagian 4 {Gactano 50,
Gbert 83} bt
Lecoe 1 (Prarots 421; Fiorentina
(ean 28] crew with Torne
(Grenis Tof; Parma 1 fHemani
) drew with Venezia 1
(Pohjsnpalo 20-pen
Saturday: LaLiga: Real Betis
1 (Rodriguex 23] tost to Al
(Garcia 11-pen, 80, B4 Geeate L

Djokovic sets up mouthwatering
with Alcaraz

quarterfinal clash

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Day
Eight

in numbers

AO

nce France Presse
MELBOURNE

Novak Djokovic surged in-

Am

Pack

second

127y 3wy s the youngest
erican to sdhance to b

nghes quarterfinal
Pk sihee Radaick

quarterfinal clash against St Meboun
-z with a domi- - [21y 4rm) in 2004
nant victory
n ile women's The number of times Gauft has
World No. 1 Aryna Sabalen- cight st a I 8
n e T . beeceas T
ble d*f“‘l?“l! Serena (9] and Chjsters ()
a collision course with in-

Dickanic has equslied
Federer's quarterfinal
sopearances

form “nrld No.
Gauff in the semifinals
Mielottne i both win tn
the last eight.

On the hottest day of the
tournament, Alcaraz went
through when Britain’s
Draper retired

3ca<o

fokowc is onty the

il.

Bec

<scond
he singles quarterfinals.
Vowat Cne SRans Svoet 20 6resons

Zuoerey o Ras the
()E 54 105 -tied with 1325}

ameoog Germe:

piayer afior Federes

25 cope e chart «

prime-time match on

Laver Arena_
The 2I-year-old Alcaraz,
who never goné  Russian Iyearold Mira

The League:
Everton 3 (Cakwert Lewar 13,
Ndisye 30, Geay 45+7-cg) bt

77,

Richartizon 92+2%; Manchester

ndesliga: Bayer n3
Witz 32, 62-pen, Schick T4) bt

(Klendiens: 50+1)

&1, 62 m a chill-

Melbourne, was leading  ing warning to sweep into

75, 61 when Draper pulled  the quarterinals.

the plug- A rous Gauff faces
American I2th seed Spain’s 1th seed Paula Ba-
mmy Paul destroyed after fighting back to

dosa ing

beat Belinda Bencic 57,

62,61 wasa 61, 7-
winner over Serbia's

Olga Danslovic.

na for the loss of just three
games.
Sabalenka blew away

pertain to Open £0

TOP RESULTS

T-Djokersic

181 be
(Seb} b1 29 Lehocka (C2e) 63,64, (Rus) 6-1. 6.2 27 Pavtyuchenkova

7-614); 3-Akcaraz [Esp) bt

Fra) 6-1.2-6,6-3,6-2.

Ru) be 18-Vekic (Cro} 76001, &-0;
11 Badoss bt Daniloc
(Seb] &1, 7-612); 3-Gauff [USA) be

Mixed : Second reund:
Zhang (Che) & Bopanna 0nd) wio

Smooth sailing for
favourites on day one

Amol Karhadkar
SURAT

The 86th se National
table tennis championship

stage procee: at
P; Upadhyay
Indoor Stadium here.

Suhas aryana's architect.
FILE FHOTO: M. RARUNAMARAN

Daman & Diu 3-1

knockouts. Growp F: West
S oesmeana bt
Prad BN: 3-0, M Bengal bt
30 in"the dash of the ST v wagatana s

gether in Group G to im-
prove its chance of enter-
ing the round of 16.
The most
tie of the day saw Suhana
i starring to help Ha-
ryana past U ra-
Qesh 32 Ih & womens
Group E tie.

Group H: Gujarst bt Pungab 2.0,
30,

Telangana b Purgab 3-0.
™ a: oS

Important results: Women:
Group A: RSPE bt Gos 3-0,
Chancigarh bt JLK 3.0, RSPE bt Pordicharry bt Himachat Pradesh
Crancigarh 3.0. 32
Group D= West Sengal bt TTF-2

Pradesh 3.0, PSPB bt Assam 3.0, 30
™; <h bt Ladakh 3.0. Sroup £: 1 bt Shar
Geoup C: Tamil Nadu 3.0, Karnataka bt J&K 2.0,
Megha 3 n Pracesh Maharashtrs bt Kamataka 3.0
e M 3.0; Tamil Nadu bz Group F: T
Arces Pragesh Nt 3. Tarmit Nadu be
Geoup O: Madhya Pradesh 3-0.
Jharkhand 3.0, Maharashtra bt = Telangana bt Ancaman
Ocisha 3-1 & Nicobiar 3-0, Haryana bt

E: Haryans bt Uttar Chandigarh 3-0; Telangana bt
Sradesh 32, Pradesh




SUPER SUNDAY

Indian men beat Nepal in final
to ring in the double cheer

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

India completed the double at the kho kho World Cup as the men
followed the women in lifting silverware in New Delhi on Sunday.
Up against Nepal in the final, the men won 54-36 to live up to the
expectations of a buoyant crowd. Captain Pratik Waikar was one of
the star performers for the men’s team.



Axelsen and Young stamp their class

The Dane secured his third India Open title to equal Malaysian Lee Chong Wei's record; the Korean was dominant in the women’s section

BADMINTON

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

fter a week of long-
A drawn  matches,
upset wins and lo-

cal heartbreaks, the finals
of the India Open on Sun-
day were anti-climactic
with four of the summit
clashes decided in straight
games. Viktor Axelsen and
An Se Young lived up to
their pre-tournament fa-
vourites tag, registering
comprehensive one-sided
wins to clinch men’s and
women’s India Open bad-
minton titles respectively
here on Sunday.

While Axelsen sent last
year’s runner-up Cheuk
Yiu Lee of Singapore pack-

All smiles: Axelsen and Young strike a happy pose after claiming the singles titles. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

to wrap up a 21-12, 21-9 vic-
tory against Thailand’s
Pornpawee Chochuwong
for her second after 2023.
In the process, Axelsen al-

trasting time since their Pa-
ris triumph but at the
packed K.D. Jadhav Indoor
Hall, they hit their strides
to stamp their dominance

u___"

ris — Axelsen has been
struggling with injuries,
training and motivation,
even pulling out of the
year-end World Champion-

slowly and being erratic,
the 2017 and 2019 cham-
pion trailed 2-6 before le-
velling at 77, then reeled
off six points to go 13-8 up

cond, running away with
the game and the title to
take home a prize purse of
$66,500 and 11,000 rank-
ing points.

An Se, who has never
lost to Pornpawee in their
nine previous meetings,
extended her dominance
to 10-0 in just 39 minutes,
taking control early on for
a 6-1 lead before winning
21-12. The second game
was no different, An Se
leading 7-1 before closing
the match at 21-12, not hav-
ing dropped a single game
in her 10 matches this year.

The results (finals): Men: Viktor
Axelsen (Den) bt Cheuk Yiu Lee
(Sgp) 21-16, 21-8; Doubles: Sze
Fei Goh & Nur Izzuddin (Mal) bt
Won Ho Kim & Seung Jae Seo
(Kor) 21-15, 13-21, 21-16.
Women: An Se Young (Kor) bt
Pornpawee Chochuwong (Tha)




e India'sspencs _e1.26Lcr

on education

SINCE THE KOTHARI Commission's BUDGET 2024

reportin 1966 and the first National ALLOCATION FOR

Poli Education in 1968, poli

e)(:pgx}"tzrlllaveu l()::ei(l)?ti'l;ssing tlrl):t o EDUCATION ! OF WHICH

n;tional public egpenditur;e on 73,498 CRWENTTO
ti tbeat 6% of GDP.

f{olixcfzvlei?tig;:;s h(;:/e sho€vn thatwhile SCHOOL EDUCATION

private expenditure on education has

increased since 1968, the sameis not

true for public expenditure.According ABOUTONE INTWO

toa 2024 study by Venkatanarayana

Motkuriand E Revathi published in the U N ION BUDGET (N ARE NOTYET READILY

Indian Publlic Policy Review,"The per \ EMPLOYABLE

pnics peoperavatlll & EDUCATION STRAIGHT OUT OF

[ dtheratioi dto2.3i

N e COLLEGE, SAIDTHE

declining since 1990s,and itis 1.5 at ECONOMIC SURVEY

present.” Currently, the total budgeted
expenditure on education isabout
3.5%0 of GDP; the Centre bears 25% of
the total government spending on
education,with the rest coming from
the States.The Union Budget 2024
allocated ¥1,25,638 crore for

Shifting the focus from
outlays to outcomes

=2 FORFY 23-24

While budgetary outlay for education remains much less

ed}t:calti%n,mttihth;}ll)ucllkggl"l?gtot ; h he 6% of T —— ) ; i UNIVERSITIES
:zhgglgdﬁgzﬁgg-w a:alfgcat:;en 0 than the 6% of GDP1 _e- ,what's more 1mportant 1sut 1s.1ng NEEDED TO ENSURE
<73,498 crore, of which ¥37,010 crore the allocated funds efficiently and innovatively,whetherin 50% OF STUDENTS

was allocated to the Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyaan, the Centre's flagship school
education scheme.

school education or higher education, to ensure positive
learning and employment outcomes, explains Anwvitti Rai

CAN ACCESS HIGHER
EDUCATION




e Unemployable
graduates

THE PROBLEM OF poor quality of
education getsworse when it comes to
higher education.While we have more
than 70,000 higher education
institutions,'about one in two are not
yetreadily employable straight out of
college; the Economic Survey for FY24
had pointed out.The disconnect
between degrees and employability has
been pointed out several times by
industry chiefs.ATeamLease study had
warned that only 10% of the successful
15 lakh engineering graduatesin 2024
were likelyto find a job.The future of
education isabout creating alearning
ecosystem that bridges academic theory
with real-world industry skills.“Work-
linked degrees represent more thana
trend.Theyneed to be consideredasa
strategic response to the rapidly
evolving job market,where adaptability
and practical expertise are becoming as
crucial as traditional academic
credentials,' Jaideep Kewalramani, COO
and head of employability business at
TeamLease Edtech, had told FE recently.

e Internships &
industrial training

ASSORTED GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
are aiming to make the workforce more
employable.Astart has been made with
the PM Internship Scheme announced
in Budget 2024; the programme kicked
off in December last year with interns
from 656 districts embarking on their
internship journeys with top
companies.The pilot phase of the
scheme intends to provide 1.25 lakh
internships across 24 sectorswith 10
millionyouth to be trained over a five-
year period.Itis nowto be seen whether
the coming Budget builds on this.

Budget 2024 had announced that
1,000 Industrial Training Institutes
would be upgraded; outdated
curriculum, lack of industry-specific
training, poor perception of students
among companies,weak industry
engagement,had made them the last
port of call foranyworthy student.
%1000 crore had been allotted for this in
FY25, however,not much has happened
on that front.The coming Budget will
need to prioritise this.

@ Reformsin highereducation

THE UNIVERSITY GRANTS Commission
(UGC) Draft Regulations 2025 seems to
be making astart here —the stated aim is
toaddress faculty shortages (33% and
299% teaching positions across central
universities and NITs are vacant),lack of
multi-disciplinary courses,outdated
evaluation metrics and inflexible
governance structures. More funds along
with a policy rethink can help. Budget
2024 had brought down the funding for
UGCby 61%.0n the other hand, the
grants for central universities sawan
increase of over 34,000 crore. NITI Aayog

CEO BVR Subrahmanyam had recently
emphasised the need to double the
number of universities to 2,500 to
ensure 50% of students can access
higher education; only 29% of the age-
eligible population currently enrolls in
universities. Promoting public-private
collaborations can help here.With higher
education increasingly expensive,
financial support becomes essential.
Budget 2024 had announced loans up to
¥101lakh to students for higher
education in domestic institutions, more
needs to be done on that front.

e Current status of school education

WHILE UNIVERSAL EDUCATION is the goal
of the National Education Policy 2020, the
poor quality of school education continues
tobeasadreality. The latest data from the
Unified District Information System for
Education Plus (UDISE+) of the education
ministry indicate that we continue to

grapple with low enrolment, retention of
students,and infrastructure challenges.
Gross enrolment ratio at the secondary
level is 66.5% while the dropout ratio is
10.9%.As the Annual State of Education
Report 2024 revealed, though 86.8% of
14-18-year-oldsare enrolled inaschool,

25% of them cannot read a standard
II-level text fluently in their regional
language."At a state level, 80-90% of the
money goes into paying teachersand
paying pensions,and less money goes to
pedagogy,'says Amit Chandra, CEO, Centre
for Civil Society.

financialayn anar






* |nJanuary 2025, Venus, Saturn,
Jupiter, and Mars have aligned
spectacularly in the night sky,

creating a rare celestial
phenomenon known as a
“planet parade.




. _~"® SATURN-
_—~% NEPTUNE

© MailOnline



e What is a Planet Parade?

* A planet parade occurs when several planets in the solar system are visible
simultaneously in the night sky. "

* |tis not an official astronomical term but describes the alignment of planets
along the plane of the solar system.

* These alignments can occur in either the morning or evening sky.




* How does a planet parade occur?

* Planets orbit the Sun on approximately the same plane, known as the ecliptic
plane, making them appear aligned in the sky.

* Due to their varying orbital speeds and distances, this alignment is temporary
and visible only for specific periods.

* The current alignment features Venus, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Uranus, and
Neptune, forming a curved arc across the sky.



Kokborok




Kokborok day is celebrated by the Indigenous Tripuri people of the state of Tripura on 19th
January each year.

About

Significance: It commemorates the rich cultural heritage, history, and linguistic contributions of
the Kokborok language, which is the mother tongue of the Tripuri people.

It was first recognised as an official state language of Tripura in 1979.
* Other official languages of Tripura are Bengali and English.

Tripura has rolled out a language mapping drive to boost Kokborok in schools.
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Zombie Deer Disease (CWD)

R . « D



e |t may also affect some other members of the Cervidae family.



 Human Infection Risk: CWD is caused by prions, infectious proteins,
and there are concerns about the disease potentially jumping to
humans, particularly through the consumption of infected meat.

 However, no confirmed human cases have been reported.

* Transmission : CWD prions spread through body fluids such as saliva,
blood, urine, and feces, either by direct contact or environmental
contamination.

* Once present, prions remain infectious for years in soil, water, and plants.



onal Year of Glaciers’



* The United Nations will observe 2025 as the International Year of
Glaciers’ Preservation, with 21st March marked annually as World
Day for Glaciers starting in 2025.

e What are Glaciers?
e About:

* Glaciers are large, slow-moving masses of ice formed from compacted
snow over centuries. They form on land and move due to gravity,
slowly moving downward.



* Historical Context: Most glaciers today are remnants of the
massive ice sheets that covered Earth during the Ice Age
(around 10,000 years ago).

 During Earth'’s history, there have been glacial periods (or ice
ages) when glaciers formed and interglacial periods when glaciers
melted.






* Note: There are over 275,000 glaciers globally, covering
approximately 700,000 sg km of land.

* Ice sheets store around 70% of the world’s freshwater,
highlighting the importance of glaciers for global water supply.



* Hindu Kush Himalayas

» About: Hindu Kush Himalayas is a
mountain range stretching over 3500
kilometres and across eight countries
i.e., Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, India, Nepal, Myanmar and
Pakistan.

* |t is home to all of the world’s
peaks above 7,000 metres.




. Major river basins
. Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region



« Water Tower of Asia: It is called the ‘Water Tower of Asia’ as it is an important
source of water for 12 river basins, including 10 major (transboundary) rivers:

- the Amu Darya, Brahmaputra, Ganges, Indus, Irrawaddy, Mekong, Salween,
Tarim, Yangtse, and Yellow (Huang He).

« They flow through 16 countries in Asia and provide freshwater services
to 240 million people living in the HKH region and 1.65 billion
downstream.




Word of the day

Widget:
something unspecified whose name is either

forgotten or not known; a device or control that
is very useful for a particular job

SyﬂO NYIMS: appliance, contraption,
convenience, gadget

Usa £E. These widgets are now more
technologically advanced.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/widgetpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /wiaz.at/




Fun Fact




One of the Oldest Democracies in Asia

* The first Asian country to hold democratic elections in 1931,
introducing universal adult suffrage even before many Western
nations.
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 What is the primary objective of the SVAMITVA scheme?
- TAIfACT ATl FT IIAF 35T FT 872

* A. To provide urban housing to the poor / & Al QIEdl 3T
Halel T
B. To map and record property rights in rural areas using drone
technology / 31T dehsileh T ITANT Hch ATHIOT 835 A A9
FAFRY &1 AARET iR RFE FHEr .
C. To promote foreign investment in real estate / Raar v &
faeelt Ader ¢ FeEr

D. To provide government subsidies for housing construction / ATdTH

fa#or & foT e afeust e ST



* How many property cards were distributed under the SVAMITVA
scheme by PM Modi?

» FUTAHAT Al GaRT FAMACT AT & dgd fohdsl FUTT 1S
frafta f&w aTw?

* A. 50 lakh
B. 55 lakh
C. 60 lakh
D. 65 lakh



 What major benefit does the SVAMITVA scheme provide to rural
property owners?

ﬁﬁgmmmmaﬂaﬁammmaw

m ?

* A. Ability to use property as collateral for loans / T Al FHOT &
AT IR & T & 3YANT FIA T &THT

B. Free housing grants / fo: R[esh ATA HeaTeT
C. Automatic land ownershlp without verification / [T g9 &

Fad: qfHA FEIACa
D. Permanent exemption from property tax/mﬁ FT @ TUARA oc



* Which country became a full BRICS member from January 1, 2024?

- 157eal 2024 & i AT &2A BRICS FT YOI HGET &l ITAT?

* A. Egypt / TR

B. Indonesia / S?ﬂﬁ'ﬁ'iﬂ
C. Bangladesh / STl ar

D. Turkey / T:I’ﬁ



 What is the role of Indian pharmaceutical companies in obesity drug
development?

-a%m?ﬁzrmﬁwﬁﬁa?rmm-mﬂmﬂ;ﬁwﬁwa@m

?

* A. Developing affordable generic versions of Wegovy and Ozempic /
amd! 3 nefEae Y FFead FaRe gwaor [feAaT s
B. Creating new vaccines for weight loss / @<TeT "elel & T aT &%
CEIG]]

C. Exporting US-made obesity drugs to India / 3ARFT ATAT Aerr-
el Ear3T FT HRT A AT

D. Reducing diabetes-related medicines / Iﬁ]ﬁ?’ AT a3 &l
SH HIAT



* What is the "Planet Parade"” phenomenon?
. "Toldle 93" HEAT F4T 87

* A. The simultaneous visibility of multiple planets in the night sky / T
AT HS AGH Y Td & THIT H TIAT

B. A solar eclipse visible from different continents / CIE GGl Hﬁ?ﬁ’l‘cﬂ
¥ faars & arem ¥F wgor

C. A meteor shower occurrlng twice a year / av & al 9 ?Iﬁ' aTell
3ol quT

D. Alignment of the planets with the Milky Way / 3]?[ FT e T &
AT JIGOT



 Which Indian state celebrates Kokborok Day on January 19?

« BT T ARAT TST 19 FAG F FhdRS Gaq AATAT 82

 A. Assam / 3TdHA
B. Tripura / TAORT
C. Manipur / T
D. Meghalaya / #€TaT



 What is Zombie Deer Disease (CWD)?

. SHe fBUY fesfier (cwb) +am 82

* A. A viral disease affecting deer and elk / fevor I Ted A yIfAA
H grell Tk IR dtAN]

B. A brain-wasting disease caused by prions / 9Tl QART 3cYeel
C. A rare genetic disorder in wildlife / I=gsiial H TH E:ei'ai'
He[a e faFR

D. A bacterial infection found in cold regions / 33 Al # U1§ A=
arell UF dFARTT AFHAT



e What is the theme of the UN's 2025 "International Year of Glaciers’
Preservation"?

g'qa-?rwﬂ:zozs "HRTSOT BHAG AIETOT qu" Y offer &
?
* A. "Protecting the Planet's Water Towers" / "qdg & ST Sl Y
HTHI”"
B. "Glacier Preservation for Future Generations" / "sTfasg Y tﬂﬁ'ﬂ’f
ﬂ: fav R#Hse Iaor
C. "g%:/e the Glaciers, Save the World" / "1%11?13 T3, gﬁl‘iﬂ
aAT3A™
D. "Water Conservation and Ice Protection" / "STel TIETOT 3R 9%
$r &



 Which mountain range is called the "Water Tower of Asia"?
+ FIT AT qad HWeT "TRAAT &1 STl TAN" FgT AT 87

 A. Karakoram Range / Wm It
B. Hindu Kush Himalayas / HRA GIGE ]

C. Pamir Mountains / 9THIY

D. Altai Mountains / 3TedTs 9dd
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guys.
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