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 Who has been appointed as the new Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) of India?

m%a:avmamm(cm%wﬁmmﬁm
AT §7?
- A. Sushil Chandra / gefiel =IaT

B. Gyanesh Kumar/?l'l'ﬁ'%l’ $PHAN

C. Rajiv Kumar / Tr&iG FHAR
D. Vivek Joshi / [ade& Siteft



* Under which new law was the appointment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) made?

;_gm%amm(cmﬁmﬁ%rﬁmmm%aﬁraﬁ
>
* A. Election Commission (Reforms) Act, 2024/37-"3' ATANT (HE'TIT)
T, 2024
B. Electoral Appointments and Service Act, 2023 / delld ﬁ'ﬂﬁ-‘d’ 3R
@aT sfafage, 2023
C. Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023

D. Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2023 / 5ol
yfafeafaca (@aes) g, 2023



* Which new official has been appointed as an Election Commissioner
along with the CEC?

» CECF WY ¥ Ie1a Ingad & &7 & fagera fovam amam g2

e A. Anil Chauhan / 3Tfarer algreT
B. Vivek Joshi / fTaa= aneft
C. Alok Kumar / 3TTellsh DHAN
D. Pradeep Rawat / &I9 qdd



* The Finance Ministry is considering increasing the deposit insurance
limit from X5 lakh to what amount?

- fa9 AT 35 1@ Y FTAT AT AT B FT T AN I
gel W faR #T @1 872

* A.X10 lakh / X10 olT9d
B. X7.5 lakh / X7.5 olT&
C. X15 lakh / X15 olTd
D. X20 lakh / %20 ITH



* Which organization provides deposit insurance in India?
+ IR A SIAT AT fFE FIST @RT US foham Jrar g2
» A. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) / ARdT Ro1d d& (RBI)

B. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) /

R AT AaEs 3R [ wfdsor (IRDAI)

C. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) / STHT

T 3R *Ffze IR A9 (DIcGe)
D. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) / R qﬁ'ﬂﬁ

3t [JfFFT ANF (SEBI)



* . Where was the epicenter of the recent 4.0 magnitude earthquake in
Delhi?

- ool F g1 & A 3T 4.0 NFaT F HFT FT Fg FET AT?

* A. Rohini / Qfgufl
B. Jheel Park / sfeT 91k

C. Dwarka /aawa;r
D. Saket / €Thd



* Delhi falls under which seismic zone as per the National Centre for
Seismology?

- TS T AR &g (NCS) & ITaR Reelt v ol &=
# 3l 82
* A. Zone Il (Low risk) / 8 Il (FF NTEH)
B. Zone Ill (Moderate risk) / 83 1Il (eI ANTEH)
C. Zone IV (High risk) / 81 IV (3T=T ATEH)
D. Zone V (Very high risk) / 813 V (3718 3= ATEH)



 What is the name of the joint military exercise between India and
Japan taking place in Mount Fuji, Japan?

- (R AT I & i AFE Fell, S J 3T @ @
ma-?rﬂ—zrafmmﬂ;rmw%’?

 A. Exercise Yudh Abhyas / 37&Id1H Iy HFg™H
B. Exercise Dharma Guardian /31'3-'&13’ H IMToTge
C. Exercise Shakti / 379919 eIfed
D. Exercise Malabar / 3T3JTH HelTdIX



* The Aravali Safari Park is planned to be developed in which Indian
state?

Wwﬁmﬁm?ﬁmwﬁﬁﬁaﬁmmw
?

 A. Rajasthan / {TTol&YTeT

B. Haryana /

C. Gujarat / Mo
D. Madhya Pradesh/ﬂ'ﬁzl' geer



* The Indian Navy is participating in which multilateral naval exercise
hosted by Indonesia?

mummsaﬁﬁmmmmmmmmm
N A AT o W 82

* A. Exercise RIMPAC / 37391 Rad=
B. Exercise La Perouse / 73T o7 Yol
C. Exercise Komodo / 37&I1H
D. Exercise Malabar / 3T3JTH HelTdIX



A

Railway Recruitment Board (RRB)

oy Recritmntsoar () R

NTPC |
 'NTPC"

—

T

—~




Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Class24 - Exam
Preparation App

1552

SCIENCE ADVANCE BATCH

-
Physics ")
Chemistry

Biology

Provious Yeor Questions
UNLIMITED TEST SERIES
Complote Theory POF

Complote MCQ POF

RRB NTPC Book

1=K= o

About this app

GETITON £ Download on the
» Google Play ' App Store




The best things in life are

the people we baoe,
the places we've feex,
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mMuscar
A day after meeting Extemal
Mtaics Winister . laishackcar
iranian For Minister Abbaz
Aeaghch) on Monduy said he
had made an appeal on beha¥
of the Indian nurse on death
Fow in Yemen, with 3 senior
Houthl envoy. » PAGE 3
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caxic waste from 40 years ago
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Carbide factory. » PAGE 5

Hamas and Israel
agree on release
of living captives

JERUSALEM
Hamas and israel anncunced 3
deal on Tuesday for the retease
of six lving hostages from Gaz:
and the retwm of four captives”
bodies — including the
remains of two young boys,
the, militants sad. % PAGE 16

India, Qatar elevate ties to strategic partmership

Modi. visiting Emir of Qatar discuss possibility of a bilateral FTA. and West Asian develo

trade and security: the two sides resolved to double trade: the visit also presented a challenge, as Purnendu Tiwary, an India

NEW DELHI

atar, a major ener-

gy supplier to In-

dia, on Tuesday
signed an agreement to
elevate India-Qatar rela-
tonship to the level of a
strategic partnership, offi
ctals here said.

The Ministry of Exwernal
Affairs announced
Prime Minister Nalmd.ra
Modi and the visiting Emir,
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad

conflict in the Gaza Strip.
Both sides are also explor-
ing the possibility of finalis-
ing a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA).

“Serategic partnership
elevates the present state
of bilateral relation to the

. We are look-

ing at deepening coopera-
tion in the fields of trade,
investment, energy, securi-
ty as well as in the regional
and 1n|‘m’mtlnnal fora,”
sald Arun Kumar Chatter-
Jjee, Secretary (CPV&OIA),
while briefing the media
following the bilateral dis-
cussion. The two sides also
signed a double taxation
e tre

"lnd‘l and (.(X. are ne-

gotiating about having

ture,” said Mr. Chatterjee,
announcing that India is
considering going ahead
with a bilateral FTA with

that the strategic partner-
ship would have a security
component, though a clear
timeline for such a process

HNarendra Modi with the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim

Bin Hamad A Thari, in New Delhi on Tuesday. v

was not articulated.

Bilateral trade
A total of 38 Qatarl entitles
fepresenting 1 tmll. -
nance. and

participated in the deliber-
ations where the two sides

W PISHPARAR

resolved to double bilateral
trade to $28 billion.

The visit also presented
a challenge for both sides,
as Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-
indian Navy commander,
remains in Qatari custody.
even though seven r

nts: both sides sign double taxation avoidance pact. agree to deepen relations in

detamnees from
2022 case were re; ted
in February 2024. ~His
matter still remains sub-
Jjudice in the local courts,”
said Mr. Chatterjee elabo-

Hindu had reported on
Monday that the seven
former Indian navy offi-
clals who returned in Fe-
bruary 2024 has written to
the Qatari authorities seek
repatriation of Comman-
der vi

ary.
Mr. Chatterjee informed

pardons di
snd mghngmmg that t Qa
has lh

S’
India diready has now

Navy

slgned strategic part

ips with Kuwait, Oman,

Uniied Arab Emmirsas. s

Saudl Arabia within the

Gulf Cooperation Council
¢ states.

The official also con-
firmed that the situation in
the West Asian region fea-
tured in the official talks

The visit of the Qatari
ir has drawn attention
as it is being held just two

i
capital Riyadh which will
take up the new proposals
from the United States fol-
lowing the arrival of Presi-
dent mp. Mr.
Trump's proposal that the

in Qatari custody

Palestintans of the region
should be shifted out to
nels ng  countrics
like Egype and jordan has

rawn Aention: India has
not so far made its posision
on new approach.
MEA officials also avoided

of top
fies ‘of Qatari and indian

Tarmac turmoil

Bolly-up: A Delta Alrines piane lies ove
Canada, on Monday, lesving 18 pecple injured.

REPORT Crd PG

n tiesposorverad inomes after crasheng while landing 3¢

= Toronto Pearson AiporT,

Midnight appointment of CEC ‘disrespectful’
while case is being challenged in court: Rahul

NEW DELII

The Leader of the Oppost-
tion (Lop) in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi. on Tues-
day slammed the midnight
appointment of Gyanesh
Kumar as the new Chief

ection  Commissioner
(CEC), calling it “discourte-
ous and disrespectful”
amid an ongoing Supreme
Court challenge to the se-
Secsion pencess aiutcam.
mittee compos

Mr. Gandhi, a member
of the selection committee
alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
shared his dissent note on
X. “It is both disrespectful
and discourteous for the
PAM and HM to make a mid-

By removing the Chie

Justice of Indj
the committee. the Mol
government has ex

erbited the "

concerns of hundreds of millions

of voters ove
clectoral process
RAHUL GANDHI
Leader of

rthe integric: of our

Opposition in Lok Sabha

sent note, cited the speech
of BR. Ambedkar, who

rence in India’s democracy
and the affairs of the Elec-
C while

dreds of millions of voters
over the integrity of our
electoral process...Unfor-
;. soon after the Su-

preme Court order, the Go-
vernment ‘nofied
st 2023

speaking In the Consti-
tuent Assembly in june
1949 to discuss the setting
U ol e Kl

committee’s composition

and the appointment pro-

cess are under Supreme

scrutiny and set to
han 4

—
Process:” he noted.

Auring the seleciion meee.

ct
independent c
C free fre

millions of voters over the
integrity of our electoral

ecutive interference is the
Brocess of choosing the
e Chlef

GandhL in his dis-

e Gandni aiso polnted
out that in a

that bypassed the. spirit
and the letter of the Su-
preme Courts order,” Mr.
Gandhi noted in  his
dissent.

He aaid ihat the (nion

the

CEC and Flection Commis.

stoners (ECs) should be un-
a

Feconatituted the commit.
ee to appoint the CEC and

comprising the Prime Mi-
nister, LoP, and the Chief
Justice of Indsa.

The Supreme Court
judgement reflected the
ern among hun-

from the panel.

EoiTomIAL
» PAGE

SCTO WEAR PLEAS
» PAGE S

In landmark talks, Russia,
U.S. agree to work towards
ending the war in Ukraine

RIYADH

and the US. on

rking towards
the war in Ukraine and im-
their dip tic

talks that reflected an ex-

to sup-
port Ulraine peace talke,
and to explore closer rela-
tions and economic coop-
eration. He stressed,

wever, that the talks —
which were also attended

conversation.

Ukraine absent
Speaking to presspersons,
said that in his

Mr. Lavrov
view, “the conversation
was very useful”. He -
tion same three
goals as Mr. Rubio.

were present at the meet-
ing, which came as the be-

leaguer
Iy buc

country &s slow-
steadily losing

Peace bid: Russian Foregn Minister Sergel Lavrow with U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Riyadh on Tuesday. AP

er with the Russians geo-
politically Issues  of
and

“We not only listened,
but also heard each other,”
said ov. “And I
have reason to believe that
the American side has

likely™ to take place next
week.

Mr. Rubio sald on Tues-
day thar ending the conflict
would require concessions
from all sides and that Eu-

talks. In talking about sanc-
tions against Russia, Mr.
Rubio noced that the mea-

have been imposed.” he
.

x'mnnn spokesperson
Peskov on Tuesday
sald lh.lt Mr. Putin has re-

be impaossible
without “a comprehensive
consideration of security
issues™ in Europe.

FRACTURED ALLIANCE
»PAGE 1S




India, Qatar elevate ties to strategic partnership

Modi, visiting Emir of Qatar discuss possibility of a bilateral FTA, and West Asian developments; both sides sign double taxation avoidance pact, agree to deepen relations in

trade and security; the two sides resolved to double trade; the visit also presented a challenge, as Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-Indian Navy commander, remains in Qatari custody

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

atar, a major ener-
gy supplier to In-
dia, on Tuesday

signed an agreement to
elevate India-Qatar rela-
tionship to the level of a
strategic partnership, offi-
cials here said.

The Ministry of External
Affairs announced that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the visiting Emir,
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al-Thani, discussed multi-
ple issues, including the
ongoing Israel-Palestine
conflict in the Gaza Strip.
Both sides are also explor-
ing the possibility of finalis-
ing a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA).

“Strategic partnership
elevates the present state
of bilateral relation to the
strategic level. We are look-

ing at deepening coopera-
tion in the fields of trade,
investment, energy, securi-
ty as well as in the regional
and international fora,”
said Arun Kumar Chatter-
jee, Secretary (CPV&OIA),
while briefing the media
following the bilateral dis-
cussion. The two sides also
signed a double taxation
avoidance treaty.

“India and GCC are ne-
gotiating about having an
FTA. Both India and Qatar
are [also] exploring the
signing of a FTA in the fu-
ture,” said Mr. Chatterjee,
announcing that India is
considering going ahead
with a bilateral FTA with
Qatar as discussion for an
India-GCC FTA continues.

The Indian side also said
that the strategic partner-
ship would have a security
component, though a clear
timeline for such a process

Warmer ties: Narendra Modi with the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al-Thani, in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

was not articulated.

Bilateral trade

A total of 38 Qatari entities
representing retail, fi-
nance, and energy sector
participated in the deliber-
ations where the two sides

resolved to double bilateral
trade to $28 billion.

The visit also presented
a challenge for both sides,
as Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-
Indian Navy commander,
remains in Qatari custody,
even though seven other

detainees from the same
2022 case were repatriated
in February 2024. “His
matter still remains sub-
judice in the local courts,”
said Mr. Chatterjee elabo-
rating on the condition of
Commander Tiwary. The
Hindu had reported on
Monday that the seven
former Indian navy offi-
cials who returned in Fe-
bruary 2024 has written to
the Qatari authorities seek
repatriation of Comman-
der Tiwary.

Mr. Chatterjee informed
that the Indian diaspora is
the largest working force in
Qatar and that at present
around 600 Indians are in
Qatari prisons. “About 85
Indians have received such
pardons during 2024,” he
said, highlighting that Qa-
tar has the provision of
granting pardon.

India already has now

signed strategic partner-
ships with Kuwait, Oman,
United Arab Emirates, and
Saudi Arabia within the
Gulf Cooperation Council
member states.

The official also con-
firmed that the situation in
the West Asian region fea-
tured in the official talks
saying, “both sides con-
veyed their mutual posi-
tions on Israel-Hamas is-
sue. India conveyed its
own position, the Qatari
side conveyed their own
position.”

The visit of the Qatari
Emir has drawn attention
as it is being held just two
days prior to the five Arab
states summit in the Saudi
capital Riyadh which will
take up the new proposals
from the United States fol-
lowing the arrival of Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Mr.
Trump’s proposal that the

Palestinians of the region
should be shifted out to
neighbouring countries
like Egypt and Jordan has
drawn attention. India has
not so far made its position
on this new approach.
MEA officials also avoided
giving a clear answer to
this approach which has
drawn criticism as it would
tantamount to ethnic
cleansing.

India supports two-state
solution in bringing an end
to the Israel-Palestinian cri-
sis and had welcomed the
ceasefire that currently
holds that was announced
shortly before the swear-
ing-in ceremony of Presi-
dent Trump on January 20.

The Qatari side also par-
ticipated in a Joint Business
Forum which drew partici-
pation of top business enti-
ties of Qatari and Indian
sides.



Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Ethnic groups
(2019)2]

Religion (2020)/“!

Demonym(s)

Government

* Emir
* Deputy Emir
* Prime Minister

Legislature

Establishment

» Qatar National
Day

» Declared
independence

* Independence
from the United
Kingdom

Doha
(s 25°18'N 51°31'E

Arabic(]

49% Arab
43% South Asianl3]

- 21.8% Indian

— 12.5%

Bangladeshi

— 4.7% Pakistani

L 4.35% Sri Lankan
7% other

65.5% Islam (official)
15.1% Hinduism
14.2% Christianity
3.3% Buddhism
1.9% other

Qatari

Unitary parliamentary
semi-constitutional
monarchy under an
authoritarianl®ll6] state

Tamim bin Hamad
Abdullah bin Hamad

Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman

Consultative Assembly

18 December 1878
1 September 1971

3 September 1971

Area
« Total
» Water (%)

Population

» 2023 estimate
+ 2010 census

* Density

GDP (PPP)
« Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
« Total

* Per capita
Gini (2007)

HDI (2022)

Currency
Time zone

Drives on

11,581 km?2

(4,471 sq mi) (158th)

negligible

3,063,005!7] (139th)
1,699,435/8!

264/km? (683.8/sq mi)

(76th)

2024 estimate

A $356.0 billion[®!
(60th)

A $115,075°! (4th)

2024 estimate

A $221.4 billion[®!
(55th)

A $71,568° (8th)

41.1010]
medium inequality

4 0.875[1]
very high (40th)

Qatari riyal (QAR)
UTC+3:00 (AST)
Rightl'2]
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India and Qatar have elevated their bilateral relations to a strategic
partnership.

The agreement was signed during Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani’s visit to India, covering:

e Bilateral trade & investment (a':ﬁ'q&’ﬁ'«'il' SR g faaer)
e Energy cooperation (FSIT HgJT)

e Defense & security (T&1T T &)

e Israel-Palestine conflict (W—Wﬁ #El"i')




* 1. Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Negotiations (?Elﬁ_cl' AU '\‘FHEITFIT
areir)

* India and Qatar are exploring a bilateral FTA, while talks continue for
a larger India-GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) FTA.

e IR 3R R T gflavelr AoFd AR g7 (FTA) )
?ﬂﬂ T g &, STl ARG-SAE (GCC) FTA TX 3§T AT ST
|




e 2. Bilateral Trade & Investment (a(i%rcraﬂzr SR Uq ﬁlﬁ'&l‘)

« 38 Qatari companies from retail, finance, and energy sectors
participated in discussions.

- 38 Hal FARAAT 7 e, fAw 3R F=T &E A =T A

* Both sides resolved to double bilateral trade to $28 billion.

- gl gt A gfagefyr samaR @ $28 fAfawer aF Qe w&
ST Hhev fordT|



* 3. Energy Cooperation (FSIT HEANT)

e Qatar is one of the largest suppliers of LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas)
to India.

+ FAL_HRA P Tellhd IHfAs 39 (LNG) FT @ 3T
Jrqfefear g

o
* Discussions included new energy investments & long-term
agreements.

-ﬁmﬁﬂﬁrmﬁwmw@ﬁwﬁﬁl



« 4. Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (€YgIT FHITETT faaROT
FASI)

A treaty was signed to prevent double taxation for businesses and
individuals.

- gaural AR AfFaal & fav Qey FUEr F BFa gq 9 W
gTdIsY fhw 1T



* 5. Indian Diaspora & Purnendu Tiwary Case (Hﬂ?ﬁﬂ' yardl ug
elg faary ATen)

* 600 Indians are in Qatari prisons, with 85 pardons granted in 2024.

e FAT T FAAT F FAHT 600 HRAT Fdr &, T ¥ 2024 &
85 &I ATHT A

* The case of Commander Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-Indian Navy officer,
remains unresolved.

» 0 AT 1T Ty eig faarly w1 AeAen 3rsit sft
m%l



* 6. Israel-Palestine Conflict & Regional Security (W—ﬁ?ﬁlﬁﬁ gy T &
{I&M)
9

* India and Qatar shared views but did not reach a common stance.

+ AR IR FR o 39U AR FEm Frv AfFT e TG ToeRor aF J@
il

 India supports a two-state solution.

+ TR GI-ISC AT HT GAAA FIT gl
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Major inland waterwavs
terminal launched in Assam

Unbon Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Sarban Samcwsal on Tuesday inauguraved an

inland
at Jogighopa in Assam. The M:Inlsl:er Ragged nﬁ'

trilaeral trade among india, Bhwcan and

“Es
Ppaaition allows i to pley the role of an scancmic
multiglier for the reglon....” he sald.

1 killed as trucks hit vehicles
in separate accidents in M.P.

Ax Least 11 people were killed and over 20 injured
in ewo accidents in Madhya Pradesh on

'l’uesd.s}'aﬂerh’u(l(_srsn:\md Ento vehicles in
Eh.l;nd and Bews districes, officials said. In Bhind,

r
wan from behind on

ter Mohan
ol v Farmlios of the e o
to the eritically injured. In Rewa district, four
men of a Gamily died and one was injured after

«cases, the driver was on the run.

The rate of unerm

MEW DELHE

he unemployment

tisties and Programime Tm-
plementation Minisery
here an T

For men, the 1

ament for

ns of &

15 and above is at 4% for
o Decembrer 2024, says the Periodic Labowur Force Survey: Gujarat has the lowest rate at 3%

Slight dip in unemployment
rate in urban areas: survey

the period of October

Faint glimmer

The charshows

e

N ST ETIENT rate ()

aprn -
June 2034

Do 024

hirg
B 10 veda i Fiydernbind. MAGREA GOl

1 Job seakers partici pating in

ment rare was 5.8%, and
for women, 8. 1%.

In 2023, during the cor-
responding quarter,
unemployment rate for the
cohort was 6.5%, while in

persans in the labour force
in current weekly status
{CWS) — the number of
persons either employed

the Juky
2024 guarter,
The female

ment
B

it wwas A5
umemploy-
rate last year was

Hmachxltapa the st
Among the States. Hima-
T Pt oo the high-

cemtage of unemployed

on an aver-

Lai arce Parti-
cipation Rate {LFPR). the
per of population
in the labour force, was
Z9.6% for people of all ag-

%%, Howen
the LFPR decreased from
last guarter’s fgure of
20.3%.

The lowest LFPR for all
people and for women was
in BEhar at 30.7% and 9.9%,

respectively. The PLES was
done among 170487 peo-

status in employment such
as self employed, regular

ple in 45,074

Increase in

o
725 o October to De-
cember in 203

The WFR tor males of
age 15 urban
a s increased from
Go.8% in r to De-

gories according to their

ks e
within the category of

49.4% were regular em-
plovees and 10.75 were ca-
sual labourers.

o the workars were

ncludes service sectors.

HC allows for trial
disposal of Union
Carbide’s toxic waste

EHOPAL

The Madhya madegh High
allowed

5%l of 358 tonres of tha
PR
dispasal in Pithampur

cineration facilicy
total of 358

. arl st
tonnes of waste awailts
dispasal

e froen Bhog

any “fake news".
4 compliance report of

necessary safiety pr _ the feed rate to 180 kg an
The court asked the  hour kg for the
authorsties to submit a  next two  trial  batches,

ety
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India prepares to submit updated
greenhouse gas inventory to UN

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is in the final stages of
preparing its first ever
Biannual Transparency Re-
port (BTR), part of its com-
mitment as a signatory to
the 2015 Paris Agreement
on climate change, Envi-
ronment Ministry officials
told The Hindu.

This report will be In-
dia’s official position on its
greenhouse gas emissions
inventory, key sectors and
sources, and steps taken to
improve energy efficiency
use, as well as the transi-
tion to renewable energy
sources and the availability
of required resources.

While India has been
periodically  submitting
such information in the
form of ‘national commu-
nications’ and ‘Biannual
Update Reports’ (BUR), the
BTR is a document that will
be subject to technical re-
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The Biannual Transparency Report is part of a commitment made at
COP-21, but countries started submitting it only by 2024. FILE PHOTO

view by independent, non-
Indian, UNFCCC-accredit-
ed experts. The UNFCCC,
or the United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on
Climate Change, is the core
agreement on which rest
commitments by countries
to take climate action.
Historically, only deve-
loped countries have been
required to submit BTRs.
The reports are part of the
commitment made by all
signatories at the

UNFCCC'’s 21st Conference
of Parties (COP), held in Pa-
ris in 2015, in a bid to in-
crease transparency.

However, it was only at
the 2024 COP in Baku that
countries actually began
submitting BTRs that ad-
hered to the prescribed
format. While all countries
were to have submitted
their BTRs by December
2024, several — including
India — failed to meet that
deadline.

“The main feature of the
upcoming BTR submission
is that it will have data up
to 2022. In the BUR, the da-
ta submitted reflected the
emissions inventory of
2020. The other aspect is
that this will be reviewed
by an external set of ex-
perts,” a Ministry official,
who declined to be identi-
fied, told The Hindu.

In its latest BUR, India
reported that in 2020, its
total GHG emissions fell
7.93% from 2019. “One of
the factors was a reduction
in energy consumption
due to COVID-19 inducted
lockdowns. The forthcom-
ing BTR is likely to show an
increase in total emissions,
just as is the trend in other
countries. India’s share of
emissions, however, conti-
nues to be 4% to 5% of the
globe and, in per-capita
terms, less than a third of
global per-capita emis-
sions,” the official added.




* India is in the final stages of preparing its first-ever Biannual
Transparency Report (BTR) under its commitment to the 2015 Paris
Agreement.
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 What is the Biannual Transparency Report (BTR)? (aﬁmﬁw
qREfar RaE (BTR) F4T §7)

* It is an official report on India’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

inventory, including:
* Major emitting sectors & sources (m Il &8 3R H’l?l')

* Steps taken to improve energy eff|C|ency (ﬁ‘f Qq&ldr Hﬂ'ﬂﬁ' & faT 3310

T hgH) ’
* Transition to renewable energy (F-I?ﬁibTUﬁTI' Foll H deelld)

g ART 1 Aag3d 39 Icqste gl W afawies RO &,
f\?mfrmms’l?ra’l?r mﬁam#m#mﬁt
ANFONT For 3 9T AR T




. Why%i_s India Submitting the BTR? (HRd g Raré 4y HEJd hT
&l ©7)

e Under the UNFCCC’s 2015 Paris Agreement, all signatory countries
must submit their BTRs for transparency in climate action.

» 2015 YR AT & dgd, T gEareehdl ST & 379sT BTRs
e il gl & dlfeh Sfeldly Rdals H IRGRIAT Jail T

* Developed nations have been submitting BTRs earlier, but developing
countries like India have recently started.

- A fAT T ggar A & BIRSAT ¥ ¢ &, AfheT HRT AW
fawraefter gt @ ger € 7 3/ Uw AT B




- Key Highlights of India’s BTR (8Tl T BTR 1 HET dTd)

. Covers emissions data until 2022 (2022 d& & 3cdolel Sl &l
hal Xl §) |
Reviewed by independent UNFCCC-accredited experts (HJad
IS¢ UNFCCC EaRT AT UTed faQiwar gaRT G#H1eT &l oiest)
g Reflects India’s climate policies & energy transition efforts (HXd

SToraryg Fiferal AR Fel aRdcs JATET & GRATar §)




* Current Emissions Trends in India ({¥Rd & Fﬁﬁ@ IcHote ﬁﬁ)

» 57 India’s total GHG emissions fell b}(I 7.93% in 2020 due to COVID-19 lockdowns.

5& 2020 A WRA & Fel GHG # 7.93% #Fr PArae g 1, st covip-19
a3 & HROT g3

g? Upcoming BTR m%y show an increase in emissions, aligning with global trends.

57 AEMHAY BTRA 3cWole & gefer @ wahdll @, ﬁéﬁamw%ﬁ%w%ﬂ
ﬁ India’s share of global emissions is 4-5%, but per capita emissions are less than
one-third of the global average.

52 IRd &1 dRa®w 3cuad # REAT 4-5% &, dfher ufa =afFa scgaa dRaw
3taa &1 vw-fage & it &7 g




TARGETS FOR PARIS AGREEMENT
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INDIA
Emission
intentisty of GDP
33-35% below
2005 levels by
2030, Power
capacity to be
40% non fossil
fuel based

Source: uefcc.int

- CHINA

- Emissionintentisty of
- GDP 60~65% below

- 2005 levels by 2030.

- Peak emissions

- around 2030. Non-

- fossil fuel to be 20% of
- primary energy

- consumption by 2030

=

USA
Absolute
emissions

 26-28%

below
2005
levels by
2025

EU (28)
Absolute
emissions
40%
below
1990
levels by
2030



INDIA’S CLIMATE TARGETS: EXISTING AND NEW

Target (for 2030)

Existing: First NDC
(2015)

New: Updated NDC
(2022)

Progress

Emission intensity | 33-35 per cent from | 45 per cent from 24 per cent reduction

reduction 2005 levels 2005 levels achieved in 2016 itself.
Estimated to have reached
30 per cent

Share of non-fossil | 40 per cent 50 per cent 41.5 per cent achieved by

fuels in installed
electricity capacity

the end of June this year

Carbon sink

Creation of 2.5t0 3
billion tonnes of
additional sink
through afforestation

Same as earlier

Not clear.
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Quakes may well sharpen India’s seismic readiness
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Qualkes may well sharpen India’s seismic readiness

Wwo years ago, on February, 6, 2023, the

people of Tiirkiye and Syria were jolted

out of their sleep. At least 17,000 were

killed, with their numbers mounting
within minutes, as a great earthquake shook
those countries in the early hours after 4 a.m., at
7.8 on a scale of O to 10. A second jolt came like a
collaborator of the first, nine hours later,
destroying whatever buildings stood on or
around the scene of the first trauma.

‘Fault lines’ is an expression that we come
across and use as we might ‘glaciers’ or * deserts’.
That is, without realising that it refers to an
intensely volatile and totally unpredictable
phenomenon, like the temper of the proverbial
sleeping dragon or demon. Fault lines lie between
the 15 log-jammed major tectonic plates on which
the earth’s thin crust sits.

These lines can slumber for decades, even
centuries, quietly, one may say so ‘sweetly’, that
their very existence can be forgotten by all except
seismologists. Until...the fault line stir, rise, shake
and then go on to mutilate, destroy and kill
whatever lies on and along those lines.
Depending on the degree of the awakened one’s
temper, the fury lasts or abates till such time as it
lasts or abates.

Nature’s brewing tension

India’s Indian Plate pressing onto the Eurasian
Plate sculpted the Himalaya. The fault line
involved runs right along the great Himalayan arc
that stretches from Kashmir to the North East. It
also implicates adjacent tracts in Pakistan, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region of China, Nepal and
Bhutan.

We are but dimly aware of this. For those of us
who do not live in those stunningly beautiful
tracts, that region means and evokes snow, pure
air, clear waters, holidays and leisure. But we
must know, must understand, the concurrent
‘scene’ which is about potential rubble, ravaged
hill sides, mutilated river courses. And trauma.

‘We must shake ourselves out of our dangerous
illusion, our perilous innocence about the reality
beneath our feet. Seismologists tell us that the
two great tectonic plates, the Indian and the
Eurasian, have now slept their really deep sleep
long enough now and that the built-up pressure
inside their folds cannot be expected to hold its
tension much longer.

Sure enough, a little over just one month ago,
on January 7, 2025 at 9:05 a.m., an earthquake
measuring Mw 7.1 struck Shigatse city of the Tibet

Gopalkrishna
Gandhi

is a former
administrator,
diplomat

and Governor

India must
shake itself out
of its perilous
innocence and
be prepared for
the reality
beneath the
earth’s crust

Autonomous Region of Southwestern China.
Between 126 and 400 people were reported killed
and 338 were injured. Unmindful of national
borders and oblivious of lines of actual or
notional control, the quake made itself felt in
Nepal and in Northern India.

In the media

On January 10, The Hindu had an editorial,
“Damage control”, that said, ‘If the epicentre had
been located closer to India, the damage could
have been manifold.’ And added, ‘Earthquakes in
the Himalayas evoke a special kind of dread in the
country.’ The comment was right. Dread they do
cause. But have they occasioned the kind of
intense and urgent planning that is needed? Have
they occasioned national alertness, resolve and
action? The Editorial went on to say,
‘Unfortunately, predicting the day and time is
outside the ambit of current science. Thus, the
best we can hope for is insulation against the
projected damage. It is in this context that
infrastructure development in the Himalayan
region must be viewed. While several of these
projects are intended to smooth the movement of
people and goods, the recurrent landslides and
glacial lake outbursts that wash away dams,
hydropower projects, and roads serve as a
constant reminder of the inherent fragility of the
region. Every form of infrastructure in the region
— power plant or dam — must take into account
the imminence of a major earthquake and the
associated costs factored into planning.

The Editorial said, ‘Adhering to already
existing building codes, not only in the Himalayas
but in the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can
go a long way in limiting the inevitable damage.’ If
such adherence was good enough as a response
one month ago, the earthquakes that shook the
national capital on February 17, and within four
hours, Siwan in Bihar, suggest that adherence to
existing codes is not enough, Not enough by half.

Social media told us that there were people in
Delhi who said they had never felt a tremor so
big. This was impressionistic, perhaps, but
impressions that come from real sensations
under one’s feet are real in a way that reports and
reconstructed scenes are not. One post said
‘today Delhi and Bihar, tomorrow West Bengal...

It was salutary and sobering to see a post from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, barely back from
his brief visit to the United States, reaching out to
the people of Delhi, asking them to stay calm and
take precautionary steps. The really meaningful

precautions are not within the means of the
people. They must come from government, from
the state.

We are now in a contingency that must take
into account: high probability; high financial and
physical cost if provided for, and incalculably
higher if not provided for.

The principle is the same as in any insurance
arrangement: the higher the risk the higher the
premium.

Time to act, and quickly

We need, not just quickly, not just urgently but
quite immediately, to provide for state expense
on, first, fore-closing and rolling back engineering
enterprises that weaken the earth’s crust,
especially rocky terrain, in India’s seismic risk
zones in the ascending calibration of 11, IIl and IV.

Second, super-imposing on the existing
seismic zonation maps which are really x-ray
plates, new carefully drawn mapped-plans for the
protection (which can include evacuations,
demolitions and re-building) of highly vulnerable
structures, and assessing the seismic status of
high follow-on secondary risk structures such as
like hydel projects and atomic reactors (Narora in
Uttar Pradesh is located in Zone IV).

Third, setting up a seismic building insurance
scheme wherein premiums for insuring against
collapse can be offered and encouraged.

Fourth, doing an assessment of the costs of
rescue, temporary sheltering and rehabilitation
zone-wise, of dislocated populations.

Fifth, fast-forwarding collaboration with
countries that are experts in the field on
earthquake anticipation through sensors, and
architecture nostrums. This would involve
expenses on hiring consultants.

All this sounds grim. But we should tell
ourselves that there is the ‘good news’ that we
are, as of this moment, ahead of the big seismic
shock that has been anticipated by seismologists.
We are capable of planning with some
composure, even as we recover from the shock of
February 17, not in a post-shock trauma
accompanied by fiscal crippling. And, we have an
institutional advantage in the shape of a Ministry
of Earth Sciences and a Disaster Management
Authority waiting to be harnessed in any scheme
towards seismic resistance.

The ‘motto’ is brief: earthquakes are not to be
prevented, they can scarcely be predicted, even
in our age of Artificial Intelligence. But they can
be prepared for. Is anyone doing that?




* The article highlights how recent earthquakes, particularly in Turkey and
Syria, serve as a wake-up call for India’s seismic preparedness.
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* Fault lines exist for centuries but can trigger massive earthquakes when

energy builds up. The Indian and Eurasian plates pose a risk to the
Himalayan region and northern India.
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* Infrastructure projects in the Himalayan region need to be re-
evaluated considering seismic risks.
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afre:qmﬁr@?fgtrq?r gHlem 1 ST TRel

* India lacks a strong system for predicting and mitigating
earthquakes. Measures such as risk-mapping, structural
reinforcements, and seismic insurance need urgent implementation.
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e Concerns Raised | 3oIT [T ﬂﬂ?‘

1.Recent earthquakes in Turkey-Syria and Nepal have demonstrated
the devastatl impact of seismic activity.

AYTT A FA & HH9I F HHT afafafar &
ﬁm&mﬁqma#mﬁm%

2.India’'s Indo-Gangetic plains and Himalayan regions are at high risk
of earthquakes.

HRT & $S-99ifcs Age IR AT a7 HFT & 3=
A arr &7 g1



The absence of proper earthquake-resistant buildings increases the risk of
damage.

HFHY-Uelt sraell Fr IUiPAfT JHAET & Nf@H F Jgrdl B

There is a need for better emergency response planning and infrastructure
reinforcement.

dga IMITawTeils Ffafshar e 3R gAad e A Asqg F&
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* Recommendations | &ITd

* Strict enforcement of building codes, espeaally in high-risk areas.

3o0 @A g &l A ARG & foav w&d Al #1 qree gaftead
ST

* Seismic mapping and retrofitting of vulnerable structures.

qrel STaT &1 AT AT IH ASTGANFOT|

* Government-backed seismic insurance to provide financial protection.

HFIT AT Aot F QAT GER FF=dar e w6

* Public awareness and drills to prepare communities for potential disasters.

ATdA e ARRRHRAT AR I9eT yau & fov FafAa s



* Conclusion | fsY

* India must take immediate steps to strengthen its seismic readiness
to prevent large-scale destruction in case of future earthr%uakes.
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SEBI cancels registration of 19
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Tesla posts job openings in India

EV maker owned by Elon Musk posts 13 openings in Mumbai, days afiter Prime

nister Narendra Modi met the Tesla CEOQ

in Washi
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Piramal Pharma
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FDA observations
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Tesla posts job openings in India

EV maker owned by Elon Musk posts 13 openings in Mumbai, days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi met the Tesla CEO

in Washington, DC; Tesla is said to have selected showroom locations in Mumbai and Delhi signalling plans to sell in India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

lectric vehicle mak-
E er Tesla on Monday
posted 13 job open-
ings in Mumbai, days after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met the EV firm’s
CEO and founder Elon
Musk in Washington, DC.
The postings on Linke-
dIn span across business
operations, customer ser-
vice, delivery and order
operations specialists,
showroom staff, and tech-
nicians. While the jobs are
listed for Mumbai, the de-
scriptions mention that
identical positions are also

Head hunting: While the jobs are listed for Mumbai, descriptions

indicate that identical roles are also open in Delhi. REUTERS

open in Delhi. An email to
Tesla for comment did not
yield a response.

The firm has historically
withheld a significant pre-

sence from the Indian mar-
ket. Mr. Musk, who now
holds a prominent position
in the U.S. government to
reshape and cutting down

federal departments, has
long held that Indian tariffs
on Tesla, were too high.

Mr. Musk had also said
that Tesla wanted to probe
buyer interest with im-
ports before starting as-
sembly in India.

It is unclear if Mr. Modi
and Mr. Musk discussed
the issue of tariffs on EVs at
their meeting on February
13. Mr. Modi said in a post
on X that the two dis-
cussed “space, mobility,
technology and innova-
tion”. Mr. Musk was due to
visit India last year before
the general elections, a trip
during which he was ru-
moured to announce in-

vestments in India. That
meeting was, however,
cancelled.

Tariffs lowered
India lowered some tariffs
in the weeks leading to the
Trump-Modi meeting, in-
cluding for EV compo-
nents and minerals used in
their batteries. Duties on
EVs were restructured, but
not substantially reduced.
Meanwhile a Reuters re-
port, quoting sources, said
Tesla had selected loca-
tions for two showrooms
in New Delhi and Mumbai,
moving closer to its long-
delayed plans to sell its EVs
in India.




* Tesla posts job openings in India

* EV maker owned by Elon Musk posts 13 openings in Mumbai, days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met the Tesla CEO in Washington, D.C. Tesla is said to have selected
showroom locations in Mumbai and Delhi signaling plans to sell in India.
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* Tesla has listed 13 job openings in Mumbai, including positions in business operations,
customer service, delivery, showroom staff, and technicians. Identical positions are also
open in Delhi. . ‘ Lo
EAT A Has A 13 AleREr #r fare ol Fr g, T o= e,
FreAT iy, Behadl, i wew 3t TFNfRw & g oA €1 e &
oft g wat & AT 3macer go g

* Tesla has had limited presence in India, but Elon Musk has long held that high import
tariffs were a major obstacle.
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Tariffs on EV components were restructured recently but not significantly
reduced.

sdl (3afdFesd Eidd) FUlicH I & of A ¢NE & sqaa fvar a1,
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Tesla is reportedly planning two showrooms in Delhi and Mumbai, marking a
step forward in its long-awaited entry into the Indian market.
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* Potential Market Impact | FHTfad IR 9919

* If Tesla begins selling in India, it could boost the EV sector and
competition.

IR TTAT WX H fashy & X 8, ar I §at Qe 3R
gyfaeqaT F 91 hdr &

* More investments in EV infrastructure and charging stations may
follow.
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FAMILY EMERGENCY

India’s bowli

coach Morkel

flies back home

=l
FILE PHOTO: B. JOTH: RAMALINGAN

-~
Indias bowling coach Morne Morkel has left Sor his home in South
Micadsmwn famity emergency, Soccas’sali on hiaiter Kot

India
ke ;.ae-s first practice session ahead of the ICC
roph:

and also

ICC APPROVED

Jamieson replaces injured

Ferguson in NZ's CT squad

FILE PHOTO. EVMANUAL OGP

-~

Kyle Lockie New
Zealand's squad for the Champions Trophy after the ICC Event
Technical Comemittes approved the change on the eve of the

WELL DONE

Capitals coach Ba raises RCB

BREAKING THROUGH
U-19 World Cup hero Kamalini

bowlers and Smriti’s captain

%~

Kajaria

= SPORTZACS WL
Delhi Capitals coach Jonathan Batty praised the RCE bowlers and

Smrti Mandhana's captamcy after his team was humbled by eight
wickets in the WPL on Mnod'y #4e felt the totat of 141

becomes youngest to play at WPL

SPORTZPCS WL

-~
G. Kamalini, who was part of the Indian team that won the Under-19
women's T20 World Cup, became the youngest cricketer to play at

the weL. Gujarat

campaign opener against Pakistan in Karachi on
Jamieson, 30, has piayed 13 COis.

to “They get Yh-:-y
executed thelr skills very wok through the mecdle phase -

15 e delrcery, which
e hnfors Sour, 25 Mumbal won by five wickets on Tuesday:

Spotlight on Pakistan as long wait for an ICC event ends

The host will look to stop the Black Caps after the loss in the tri-series final recently: India. with Dubai as its base, will start as one of the finourites:

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

last

organisers
could wish for: archrivals
india and Pakistan squared
off for the crown, with the
huu emerging  trium-

e te the success
of that even, It was axed

repla-:ed by the
Cup in 2021. Eight vears la-

host its first 1CC competi-

New Zealand in Karachi, It
will mark a huge moment
for the refgning champion

the culmination of

visit s
and will play ail
#ts macches here at the Du-
bal_International Crickes
Stadium.
While the focus has
been on the preparations
and readiness of Pakistan

stadiums so far, now that

idea of having only
the top elght teams was to
guarantee -quality
cricket with a built-in jeo-

hope the spirit of the tour-
nament reflects on the

pitch.

“Though it is tough to as-
certain a clear favourite,
conside: 2

absence of pace spearhead
Jaspirt Bumrah.

Drawn alongside Ban-
gladesh, Pakistan, and
New Zealand in Group-A.
the Men in Blue should fan-
£ themselves to reach the
last four. With the ho:

support behind i, Pakistan
will want t defend its
crown, but the twin defeat
to New Zealand in the re-
cent_triseries, including
the final, will be welghing
heavily, and Moham

and SA look to revive form

Rlx-vzn's men can't afford
l:he

The return

—over “mins Wosld

K)wl.slnlhenpener
played frequently in s

tan in recent years. the
Black Caps will bank on
that experience to go deep
in the competition.

in contrast, Group- B is
where things could get in-
teresting and has a poten-
tial for surprise. Australia,
the ODI champion, doesn't

look after losing Pat Cum,
ins and josh Hazle

b injuries, while Mirchell St tngies

Starc has skipped for per- e
reasons. The 0-2 loss 2006

to Sri Lanka was not ldell ralin

preparation either. 2 )

Ausratia
2013
incia

ions which were ex- 2017

Pakizian

will perform on a part

day because we have to
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Cup’ 5 back after
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event would herald a new
Pakistan.
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Swinner Pakistan hosting the event. India, the 2017 finalist, will play in Dubai
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Mumbai continues domination over Gujarat

weL

VADODARA

Mumbal Indians 5, Gujarac

even em
for the Giants on Tu
3 ng GG out
for 120, MI pos(ed a much
needed win by five wick-
ets, with 3.5 owvers
remaining.
It was Nar Sciver-Brunt’s
5 t half-centu-
(57, 39b, lix4) that
Felped the Mumbal team
chase down the modest

Vastiéa off Kerr's bowling. seoRTZACsWPL

target. After

post its first victory of the

season at the BCA Stadium.
arlier, it was Ml's s

ext> Dmiion

GUJARAT GIANTS
Bath Mooy © Sanskiits b
Sciver-Brumt 1 (25). Laura
Wohaardt ¢ Sajna & lsmak & (75,

Saya% Satghare (not cut) 13 /116,
2x%). Priys Wishea run out 2 (75);
Extras (-2, w-3, nb-1) 6; Total fin
20 overs): 120.

40.22.2, Paruniks 20200,
Senangot 20171

MUMBAI INDIANS
Haytey Matthews c Hareen &

PRO LEAGUE

Uthra Ganesan
BHUBANESWAR

1t was a disappointing day
for Indian hockey with

both the men and women

shootout in their previous
game while the men, play-
ing without some of the
main players, barely put
up a fight in their 1-4 loss to
German;

.
The women paid the
price for being erratic and

1.22 (Matthews, 3.4). 245
(rastika, 6.6), 355 (Numannn&
7.5, 4-100 (err, 14,1}, 5
(Screr Brunt. 15.5)

GIANTS

Ive), D Hervalats o FALL OF WICKETS Tacui 90, 2es), Yastikn spite starting
Mestivens 3110, Tu) raboeith 1.6 Dhoorey, 1.2 Sversh 214 Shatta  woAmL Prs 8108, Garndres 5021 S St kel i
Carimers Sapns n Mendas St S ok S Grurt ey 5T 30305, o3 10155 Priva | third win on h
ryoye T emiamnaien: ot a

s 5 Armacton 33 (3101 ) e i oo o G e ,f;,_,mm
4w}, Deandra Dottin . .3), 7- B'Sman Kerr Ibw b Kasheee 19 (208, Ind, Matthows. ti S eSS g

e 1ot Tios  1em Sae et ou 168 Moo By v mickets minzs | JyoUl Singh impi

vtk s oty 35 (150

© Swewkrit b Keey 13 1126, 2e4).
balls. Beth Mooney lasted
just three: she chose to

catch to  backward

t.
in the next over, Laura
Wolvaardt found the safe

™

[Tondin, 1711 2047, G. Kamalini {not out] 4 (26,

MR AANS Srown Loy, Extras (1b-2, w2ie 3, Total
tsmad 42171, Sc tor Linisl ) 2
2263 Veatihens 40163, Kerr FALL OF wic!

hands of S. Sajana in the
deep off Shabnim Ismail.

Kerr ran fast at deep mid-
wicket to come up with a
brilllant catch, off Hayley

who would

often
acha neaxly diid not, but

S to spare.

Wednesday’s match:
UP wiarmorz vs Dethi Capitals,

7300m e ‘quarter when
to proac-
back-to-back was | dvely sek v. the team
out for 10, Sajana catching | seemed to rely mors oo e
her at deep mid-wicket to | opponent’s mistakes to
give SciverBrunt the se. | Bad the tanget.
cond’ big of the India had to wait tll the
% minute for the opener,
Sciver-Brunt wasn't | Baljeet Kaur perfectly posi-
done yet. tioned in front of the goal

Germany outplays India;
women too suffer aloss

Bright spets Gurjant scores Incka’s kone goal againat Genmiany.
BTAARRS 1A O

to deflect Deepika’s pass outing against Germany
in. Two minutes later, the since the bilateral serfes in
ball traversed the circle October.

from right to left of the In- Harmanpreet  Singh,
dian before Ro- Hardik Singh and Sumit
goski found the net  wWalmiki were all out wuh
thr smallest of injuries and India

Zaps betwel‘?: Savita Pu-  gdefence all over the plsce

nia's shoulders and the The Germans simply out-
Five wast-

post.
The lead kept changing
hands, India capitalising

on goalmouth
33 before Lucta Jimenez  The results: Women: Soain 4
{500 Rogsit a1, Excal Pechame

ed PCs did not help the
cause of the Indians.

rziand 2 {Jacob Payton
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The return of the Champions

The ICC’s 50-over ‘mini World Cup’ is back after an eight-year gap with the previous edition’s winner Pakistan hosting the event. India, the 2017 finalist, will play in Dubai

THE ELITE CLUB TEAM SCANNER RULING THE CHARTS
1998 GROUP A GROUP B BATTING Inns I Runs | HS | 100s/50s
South Africa INDIA AUSTRALIA Gayle (WI) 17 791 133 n.0. 3/1
2000 M M Jayawardene (SL) 21 742 84n.o. 0/5
ke 2.5 2 | 18 8 3 24 | 12 8 4 Dhawan (Ind) 10 701 125 3/3
ew Zealan itk bl S
_ PAKISTAN SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING Inns I Wkts | BB | aw
2002 M M Mills (NZ) 15 28 4/30 2
'S’:?'LZ i‘ka i Zo IR Malinga (SL) 16 25 4/34 2
— NEW ZEALAND ENGLAMND Muralitharan (SL) | 15 24 4/15 2
2004 M i
West Indies 24 12 10 25 14 11 0 4 India has ].3 Jerome Taylor 474
reached the final (WI, 2006) and Gayle’s
2006 EANGLADESH AFGHANIS_TA" P the most number Hasan Ali (Pak, 2017) run-collection in
Australia The Afghans will be making of times (2000, have the best wicket- | 2006, the biggest
e their Champions Trophy debut 2002, 2013,2017) tally in an edition in a campaign
Australia MEN IN BLUE’S RECORD SHINING BRIGHT*
1998 2006 MOST RUNS .
2013 Pt £ y Kohli
emifina roup stage
India P 529
2017 2000 |2009
Paldetan [ — Final Groupstage  HIGHEST
Rohit
We should all eni 2002 |2013 123..
Q ¢ S‘ ou a €njoy Joint winners Winners vs Bangladesh
the Champions Birmingham,
Trophy as we are having 2004 2017 2017 A
SUC]:I d big event in . N 122 D Group stage Final MOST WICKETS
Pakistan after along time.  [LLILSXSIIUZLY Jadeja
It is hard to say how we February 20 vs. Bangladesh Dubai = !leila, if it qual.iff.iesi. 16, 10in0s
i a2 narti 5 N , will play its semifinal in
zlwll gerform on ﬁ particular  rebruary 23 vs. Pakistan Dubai oo Lo BEST BOWLING
dy because we have o March 2 vs. New Zealand Dubai . . Jadeia \
play to our optimum level ALL MATCHES START AT 2.30 PM. IST -. TDhebfmal VXAI“ bf, zg,lcd J
_ _ : ) _ 4 15 s on March 91 5/36 vs WI, The Oval, 2013
MOHAMMAD RIZWAN India has played six ODIs at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium. Rohit’s men reach the
Pakistan captain It has won five and tied the other summit clash *Players from the current squad

SOURCE: ESPNCRICINFO COMPILED BY R. NARAYANAN & G. PRASAD



“High levels of fecal bacteria
~ In Sangam waters: Report

Alarmed NGT
Summons
UP Officials

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Sangam
waters where millions of de-
votees have been takinga ho-
ly dip every day during the
ongoing Maha Kumbh has
been found tobe contaminat-
ed with alarming levels of
faecal and total coliform,
prompting the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) to
summon UP govt author-
ities.

A quality assessment re-
portsubmitted to NGT by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) on Feb 3 said
the coliform levels — a key
indicator of the presence of
untreated sewage and hu-
man and animal excreta —
were found to be 1,400 times
the standards in the Ganga
and 660 times in the Yamuna
atsome stretchesonapartic-
ular day, making the river
waters unfit for bathing.

According to the CPCB
standards, for organised out-
door bathing, the total coli-
form levels must not exceed
500 MPN (Most Probable
Number) per 100ml. Howev-
er, the pollution watchdog
found that by Jan 19, the total

Devotees returnig from the Maha Kumbh festial sit inside the
luggage coach of a train in Prayagraj on Tuesday

coliform levels had reached
a whopping 700,000
MPN/100ml in the Ganga
and 330,000 MPN/100ml in
the Yamuna. The CPCB ana-
lysed the samples on Jan 12,
13, 14, 15 and 19, and the total
coliformlevelsnever metthe
standards.

The CPCB findings not
only indicated non-compli-
ance with NGT’s earlier di-
rective to maintain critical
water quality standards, but
also raised concerns over
public health and environ-
mental sustainability, the
tribunal’s principal bench,
headed by its chairperson
Justice Prakash Shirvasta-
va, noted during a hearing
onFeb17.

The high levels of faecal
bacteria in the waters pose
significant risks of water-

borne diseases, while exces-
sive  organic  pollution
threatens aquatic life and
overallriver health.

Pointing out that the UP
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) had not filed any
comprehensive action taken
report, as directed by the tri-
bunal in Dec last year, the
bench ordered the board’s
member secretary and the
state authority responsible
for maintaining the water
quality in the river Ganga at
Prayagraj to appear before it
virtually during the next
hearingon Feb19.

The NGT had in Dec
asked CPCB and UPPCB to
monitor and report the wa-
ter quality regularly, while
also ensuring that untreated
sewage did not flow into the
two rivers so that the pil-

grims who came for a holy
bath did not suffer. It direct-
ed the agencies to analyse
water samples from the riv-
ers at least twice a week at
regular intervals.

In compliance, the CPCB
submitted its report, which
said that with respect to bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD), river water quality
did not conform with the
bathing criteria during the
monitoring carried out on
Jan 12-13 at most of the loca-
tions. But, after that, organic
pollution started to decrease
due to freshwater intrusion
atupstream locations.

However, river water
quality did not conform to
the bathing criteria with re-
spect to faecal coliform at all
the monitored locations on
various occasions, the re-
port stated. “A huge number
of people taking bath at
Prayagraj during the Maha
Kumbh Mela in the river, in-
cluding auspicious bathing
days, eventually leads to an
increase infaecal concentra-
tion,” itadded.

Reporting on the sewage
treatment plants, the CPCB
pointed out that there were
ten STPs installed in Praya-
graj with a combined treat-
ment capacity of 370 million
litres per day (MLD). All the
STPs were found operation-
al and complied with the
norms, except one with a
10MLD capacity, it state-
d.sions, thereport stated.



* The water at Sangam, where millions bathe during the Maha Kumbh, was
found to have dangerous levels of fecal bacteria, making it unsafe for
bathing. ‘ ‘ ’ ‘

HET HFH & GRIT WA A AT FIA grel ar@l e & e gl
g@aww,ﬁﬁ:mmsﬂmaﬁﬁww TR Alg
I

* The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) report found coliform levels
exceeding limits by 1,400 times in the Ganga and 660 times in the
Yamuna at some monitoring points. o ‘ o
FET geuor faaer @15 (cpee) Fr RGIE # 7MW # Frewi i
FT 1,400 7 3R IHAT F 660 =T IHFAF q=AT AT




* NGT (National Green Tribunal) summoned Uttar Pradesh authorities over concerns
about public health and environmental sustainability.

T g 31fOFHIOT (NGT) A ST Fareey 3 qAiaeoiiy fBeRar & da 3w
g & IfAFIRAY & qaa B

* CPCB found that the water quality at multiple points did not meet bathing standards,
despite some reduction in organic pollution.

cPCB F RUIE & 9raT 3T & el Iorqar FAT & AR W GO A 3],
gt AfaF yguor # Fo FAT S



* High levels of bacteria in the river pose risks of waterborne diseases
and threaten aquatic life.

A4l H 3T9 TR F Ay Jesfad fHARat &1 @awT Tord §
3t sl Shaer & wanfda #¢ g &



* Actions Taken | 33IT 9T haH

* NGT asked CPCB and UPPCB (Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board)
to regularly monitor water quality and prevent untreated sewage
from entering the river.

NGT @ cpcB 3R TuIfiHlEt #r fafda v & e aoraar it
ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁaﬂﬁaﬁtaﬁﬁmmﬁa:qﬁaraﬁmﬂ

farder fe=m



* The report mentioned that during auspicious bathing days, fecal
concentration increases due to the high number of pilgrims.

RUIE & AR, Y7 I & Ol A 981 F&a1 A Heure st
F HROT Al SAGOHT 6T AAT 9 ST B

* Three sewage treatment plants (STPs) in Prayagraj were found to be
operating, but one did not meet pollution control norms.

YRR & die @ dedAe care (STP) Ga1fad 9Tv 3T,
AfheT UF Telle gguuT faTor P QA T4 FT FHII



* Potential Impact | ¥HTRAT THTE

* Unclean river water can lead to severe health hazards, including gastrointestinal

diseases.
HEITS Ad) STl MHR TAELT FATIATIN T FRUT a7 Thdl &, oaH

dreigeresad A9 anfaa gl

* If corrective measures are not taken, it could affect the religious and tourism

nificance of the Maha Kumbh.
u%mmaﬁrmm oY FHA AFTHH AT UTfAEd AR gdeaT wgan

g @ dFdr gl



About Fecal Coliform:

A subgroup of coliform bacteria that primarily originate from the intestinal tracts of warm-
blooded animals, including humans.

A 4

Limit: The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) standards have set
a permissible limit of 2,500 units of faecal coliform per 100 ml of water, while
for drinking water, E. coli must be absent.

Types of Bacteria: Includes Escherichia coli ( coli), with certain strains like E. coli
0157:H7 being harmful and capable of causing intestinal infections.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/10/24/e-coli/

e What its Presence Indicates?

e Sewage contamination of water sources.

* Potential presence of disease-causing pathogens such as those
responsible for typhoid, hepatitis A, and gastroenteritis.

* Poor waste management, leakage from septic systems,
or agricultural runoff polluting water bodies.



* BOD Increase: Fecal coliform bacteria decompose organic waste,
consuming dissolved oxygen and raising Biochemical Oxygen Demand
(BOD), leading to oxygen depletion and aquatic life suffocation.

* COD Increase: Contaminants from sewage and industrial discharge
raise Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD), indicating non-biodegradable
pollutants, lowering water quality and harming ecosystems.




Syria World
Heritage Site




Syria World Heritage in danger

UNESCO on Thursday warned of six ancient sites threatened by civil w

N
's
* Experts are initiating v . Northern Syia
- Al v cient villages
efforts to re;tore war Ao 3
ravaged heritage sites |
. Crac des Chevaliers,
like Palmyra and Crac des Qal'at Salah E-Din
Che\{allers, aiming to revive o
tourism and boost Syria’s St “\

economy.
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* About Syria World Heritage Site in News:

1.Palmyra

1. Location: Situated in the Syrian desert, Homs Governorate, Syria.

2. Features: A UNESCO World Heritage Site, famous for 2,000-year-old Roman-
era ruins, temples, and colonnaded streets.

3. Historical Significance: A key Silk Road hub, capital of the Palmyrene Empire
under Queen Zenobia in the 3rd century.




From 2026, CBSE to hold
Class X Boards twice a yr

To Unveil Draft Rules On Mon For Public Opinion

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Hit by the Covid
pandemic, albeit later than
intended, CBSE will roll out
twice-a-year board examsfor
class X from 2026 and intro-
duce the CBSE Global Curri-
culum for 260 foreign schools
affiliated to it from 2026-2027.

The education ministry
heldadiscussion,led by min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
with CBSE officials and
heads of National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT), Ken-
driya Vidyalaya Sangathan
(KVS) and Navodaya Vidya-
laya Samiti (NVS), where
draft schemes, set for public
consultation on next Mon-

day, were  thoroughly
deliberated.
Central Board of Second-

ary Education (CBSE) has
announced plans to imple-
ment multiple board exams
annually, allowing students
totaketheirexamstwiceand
retain their best score. This
reform aligns with the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which emphasis-
es flexibility and a student-
centricapproach.
According to a ministry
official, “The initiative aims
at reducing the high-pres-
sure, one-time examination
system and provide students
with an opportunity to im-
prove their performance

Are You Ready. chalkbod on a wooden bacround

without the stress of a single
high-stakes test. By offering
multiple attempts, CBSE
seeks to create a more sup-
portive learning environ-
ment that prioritizes con-
ceptual understanding over
rote memorisation.”

The policy advocates for
competency-based
evaluations over traditional
summative  assessments,
shifting focus to formative
learning and skill mastery.
“CBSE isencouragingashift
towards formative learning,
where students can focus on
skill mastery and
self-improvement rather
than mere exam perform-
ance. This model also aligns
with global best practices,
such as the SAT system in
the US, which allows stu-
dents to take tests multiple
times and submit their best
scores,” said the official.

The move also supports

NEP’s goal of inclusivity, ac-
commodating students fac-
ing challenges such as exam
anxiety or illness. Providing
multiple attempts ensures
students from diverse back-
groundshaveafairchanceto
showcase their abilities.
CBSE is also scaling up
teacher training to ensure a
smooth transition toward
this progressive assessment
model.

Pradhan emphasised
that the new format is a cru-
cial step towards a stress-
free learning environment.
“Examination improvement
and reform is a key step to-
wards this. This reform will
help mitigate exam-related
stress and ensure a more bal-
anced evaluation system,”
hesaid.

In addition, CBSE will
launch its Global Curricu-
lum for foreign schools in
2026-2027.



 Starting from 2026, CBSE will conduct Class X board exams twice a
year, allowing students to retain their best scores.

2026 ¥, Hidivws Fam 10 i A3 Thaw T & a -
I FOM, FTTT SET FT JYAT JaASS THIY d410 3@
ST HAlhT A

* This initiative is aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which promotes flexibility and a student-centric approach.

qg gl TS ST AT (NEP) 2020 F 31w 8, St erefierget
3R sE-FiEa Bewor #1 Ferar g B



* The move aims to reduce stress caused by single high-stakes exams
and promote conceptual understanding over rote learning.
SH FGH T 36T TF &l W& ¥ gl arel deld &l FHA FIAl
R e Y T AheUsdlcA® AT H do1aT ST ¢

e CBSE is also introducing a Global Curriculum for 260 foreign-affiliated
schools from 2026-27. ‘ .
Hews 2026-27 § 260 fageM oy Fhal & fAT v dRa"w
qToaHA I AT FLam



« Benefits of the Change | I&eITd & T

» Students can take exams twice and choose their best score, similar to
the SAT system in the US.

BE &l IR e & ¥ahd § AR e aldd &R I dhd
g, 3% 3 &1 S 3ANSET AT SAT YISl F ghar g

* The focus will shift from summative assessments to formative

learning and skill mastery.
qdl&TT YUITell AT AHIAT HedTdhd (summative assessments) ¥ FETHT

o

sierd A 3R ITURUMTAS (conceptual) FAST &Y 3T o
STRIT STUaM|



* The change supports inclusivity, especially for students facing exam
anxiety or illness.

Ig HeH FATALAA (inclusivity) Y deraT ¢3m, a9 & & 34
m#mmqﬁgﬁcé’?'%mm@w@%u

* CBSE will provide teacher training to ensure a smooth transition to
this new format.

mﬁmﬁmmﬁwﬁmmmaﬁwaé
&1 JouTTell # FATE T § dqolrd g Fhl



* Government's Perspective | §{hI{ I TieeaoT

* Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan emphasized that the reform
will reduce stress and create a balanced evaluation system.

fratr = e wener o SR T T aE gur adien & e
F FH FOM AR TF Ffod AedidwsT JoTell qATEI|

* The draft scheme will be released for public consultation next Monday
before final implementation.

S AISTAT ST AGIET 39Tl HIR HI A6 WHY & AT
aﬁrﬁmm 3% d¢ 59 fad w7 I smwem|



Science” Campaign

‘/ '
“Imagine a World with '
More Women in O
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 UNESCO launched the “Imagine a
World with More Women in
Science” campaign in February,
marking the 10-year anniversary of
the International Day of Women
and Girls in Science.




* What it is: A global awareness campaign highlighting the importance
of gender balance in STEM fields and encouraging participation of
women in scientific innovation.

* Launched by: UNESCO, with support from Canada’s International
Development Centre (IDRC).

e Aim: To create a gender-balanced scientific community, increase
women’s leadership in STEM, and promote inclusive research and
Innovation.



* Features:

* #EveryVoicelnScience Movement: Engages
global scientists to envision a diverse scientific
landscape.

* Highlights Gender Disparity: Women constitute
only 22% of STEM jobs in G20 countries and
10% of leadership roles.

* Showcases Real-World
Consequences: Emphasizes missed innovations,
Al biases, and unequal access to scientific
opportunities.

* Encourages Social Media Participation: Invites '
people to share their views on the impact of
women in science. /

> 4




Kerala’s Plan to Grant
Industry Status to Tourism



* The Kerala government is planning to grant ‘industry status’ to
tourism, a long-standing demand of the tourism and hospitality
sector.

* Granting industry status

* It provides benefits like reduced power tariffs, water tariffs, and
property taxes, promoting investment and job creation.

* The Ministry of Tourism has launched a handbook which aims to
serve as a guide to States/UTs to support efforts of States/UTs in
granting and implementing ‘industry status’ for the tourism and
hospitality sector.



Objectives and Need

The tourism sector, which employs 5 lakh people directly and
20 lakh indirectly, has struggled due to natural disasters, the

COVID-19 pandemic, and a major landslide in 2024.

The recent move aims to boost investment and development
in the sector, which contributes around 10% to the State’s
GDP.




* — |India’s tourism sector, rich in heritage, culture, and diversity, is
emerging as a global favorite and a key driver of economic growth.
— The tourism sector’s contribution to GDP regained the pre-
pandemic level of 5 per cent in FY23. The tourism sector created 7.6
crore jobs in FY23.



7z <\

 — The Travel and Tourism

Development Index 2024 (TTDI) \

ranked India at 39th among 119

countries in the 2024 report

published by the World Economic

Forum.

— The Union Budget 2025-26 has

allocated X2541.06 crore to

enhance infrastructure, skill
development, and travel facilitation




SAKSHAM Campaign O



* Indian Oil Corporation Limited and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited
launched a 14-day awareness campaign called SAKSHAM.

* About
* The campaign was launched on green energy and fuel conservation.

* |t aims to raise awareness about fuel conservation and the judicious use of
petroleum products to ensure a safer environment and sustainable energy
resources for future generations.

* The idea is to convince consumers to switch to cleaner fuels and bring in
behavioural change to use fossil fuel intelligently.



India’s Trade with
Afghanistan and

Nepal




* India recorded an unusual trade deficit with Afghanistan in the year
2023-24. In another development, soybean oil imports from Nepal
surged 14-fold (April-November 2024), possibly due to rule-of-origin
(RoO) violations



- Afghanistan: Bilateral Trade
Trends: India's exports to Afghanistan
fell from USD 825.78 million in 2020-21
to USD 355.45 million in 2023-24, while
imports rose from USD 509.49 million in
2020-21 to a record USD 642.29
million in 2023-24.

» Before this, the last time India saw a trade
deficit (USD 0.73 million) with Afghanistan
was in 2000-01. ]

/
7




INDIA’S TRADE WITH AFGHANISTAN

'Export M Import in $million
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Source: Ministry of Commerce




Imports: Agricultural products like figs, asafoetida, raisins, apples, garlic,
saffron, almonds, onions, pomegranates, and walnuts dominate.

Exports: Mainly medicines, vaccines, soybean meal, and garments.

Key Products: In 2023-24, Afghanistan In 2023-24, Afghanistan became India's 3rd-
was the primary supplier of asafoetida, largest apple supplier, (surpassed Italy and

raisins, and garlic the US) after Iran and Turkey.
Vi (]




* Nepal: India’s total soybean oil imports rose by 19% to
nearly USD 3 billion (April-November 2024) from USD 2.5
billion in 2023.

* Rule-of-Origin Violation: Nepal imports 98% crude edible oil,
refines it, and exports it to India indicating duty structure
exploitation.

* Nepal enjoys a 30% tariff advantage over other exporters due to the Nepal-
India Treaty of Trade (2009), allowing duty-free exports to India.



10 MCQ



* India and Qatar have recently elevated their bilateral relations to
which level?

+ HRT 3R FaX A g & FH 9= glavsfir geat F g T@
deh Se1dT g7
* A. Economic Partnership / 3% dsierl

B. Strategic Partnership / 0T Ifds HISICRY

C. Free Trade Partnership / &d I HTSERY
D. Diplomatic Alliance / JTTTATA® TSI



e Qatar is one of the largest suppliers of which resource to India?
+ F AR H Fd FEU FT 9@ 37 3qfelaar 872

* A. Crude Oil / =T del
B. Natural Gas (LNG)/FIWTP(-H'T T (LNG)
g

C. Uranium /

D. Gold/?ﬂ?IT



 What is the purpose of India's Biannual Transparency Report (BTR)?

« R T glaar¥s IRGRIar R9IE (BTR) T 358T 4T 7

* A. To report progress on sustainable development goals (SDGs) / Hdd
R oY (SDG) #Y warfa Hr R e
B. To track greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and climate actions /
(GHG) Sdrg FIETSAT FT &F HIEAT
C To promote carbon credit trading / FTao $Hise SATIR F daldl

et
D. To regulate industrial pollution /m Yauor H aflEa
C ]



* Under which international agreement is India preparing its first
Biannual Transparency Report (BTR)?

+ R 3UAT gl gfaarie IRgrRdr RUlE (BTR) o 3raArsgr
AT F ded AR FT @ 87
* A. Kyoto Protocol / Fa1EY HIeYhiel

B. Paris Agreement 2015 / e ;mgﬁr—n 2015
C. Montreal Protocol/ﬂmﬂ'  IEIG

D. Glasgow Climate Pact / T?*ITFI'?ff 3|'6I'<':ITZI' afer



* India’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions fell by what percentage
in 2020 due to COVID-19 lockdowns?

» COVID-19 ATHSI3T & FRUT 2020 H HRT & el MAe3H I
(GHG) 3cHsiT # fFdaar ufdera #r PRmae ns?

*A.5.1%
B.7.93%
C.10.2%
D. 12.5%



 What major concern was raised regarding the water quality at Sangam
during the Maha Kumbh?
-}ﬁﬁﬂ#ﬁtﬁ@mﬁaﬁwaﬁawwﬁww
?
* A. High levels of toxic metals / Qe EII'IT:I;&IT &l 3=d T
B. Dangerous levels of fecal bacteria / #el sﬁawgaﬁ CO N CRGIED
Al
C. Excessive industrial pollution / g+ K O ITIED

D. Severe oxygen depletion in water / STeT # TFHISTA HT AT



 Which organization has been monitoring pollution levels in the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers?

+ I AR IHAT ARG A YU FAX A ARG et A1 Horasa
FT W2

* A. National Green Tribunal (NGT) /TI'@TI' G'ﬁ?l' HferIoT (NGT)

B. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) | T qeyor GEE WK IE]
(CPCB)

C. Ministry of Jal Shakti / STeT eIfd HATT
D. World Health Organization (WHO) / fa?d Fareey IS (WHO)



 Which company has recently posted job openings in Mumbai and
Delhi for its expansion in India?

- T FTEl A g @ A 9Ra 7 e fawaR & e #{eg 3k
ﬁ—eﬁﬁa’h:ﬁ'q’ra?rmwna?r%?

e A. Apple / TCOol
B. Tesla / ¢&IT
C. Amazon /31'ﬁ'3|7-l'

D. Microsoft / H‘I’S’ﬂﬂW



 Which new educational reform has CBSE announced starting from
20267

-gs;#zozsﬁmmmmwmmaﬁm
?

* A. Class 10 board exams will be held twice a year / &&1T 10 &I SIS
qdaTT Tl H g IR 3mAfaa i e
B. Introduction of open-book exams for Class 12 / %81l 12 & faT
3NIsT-gh qd&T AE gl
C. AbO|ItI0n of board exams for secondary students / AregafAe omEl
& foT 15 gdisre gATCT v ST

D. Imglementatlon of Al-based grading system /Q’31T§' areiRa afser



 UNESCO has launched which campaign to promote gender balance in
STEM fields?

- STEM &73T & i1 TdeleT T derar ¢ & fAT UNESCO & &hisT
a1 i o B §2

* A. Women in Science Leadership Initiative / Ta1TeT ﬁ?!;—?‘ H Afgee

gl .
B. Imagine a World with More Women in Science / sheYdll H{ Th

gferar et faser & 3rfas aAfRere gt ’ ’

C. Global Women in STEM Movement / 3fRa& ATEATT STEM 3Mgreret
D. Breaking Barriers for Women in Science / GG ﬂ'f%'FIT:ﬂT &
foT srene Qiser



Word of the day

Bulwark:

an embankment built around a space for
defensive purposes; a fencelike structure
around a deck; a protective structure of stone or
concrete

Synonyms: rampart, wall, seawall

Usa g€ The organisers see the event as an
important bulwark against extremism.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/bulwarkpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bul.wak/




* The Real Name of _____Is the Longest City Name in the World
"Krung Thep Maha Nakhon Amon Rattanakosin Mahinthara Yuthaya
Mahadilok Phop Noppharat Ratchathani Burirom Udomratchaniwet
Mahasathan Amon Piman Awatan Sathit Sakkathattiya Witsanukam
Prasit."”

This makes it the longest city name in the world!
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