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* What is the primary objective of the SpaDeX Mission launched by ISRO?

ST SdRT dled {hU T FAISFH AT T FLT 3T T 87

* A. To study Mars' atmosphere / #ITA & amm HT FETTT FeAT
B. Demonstrate spacecraft docking technologles/ IafeT T STfehar

deeilepl T UGAT HIaAT
C. Launch satellites for weather monitoring/TﬁHTl' e & A

3Ydlg Ml AT
D. Test reusable rocket technology / 9eT: WaIed Ihe dheilsh T

q1&ToT HLET




e . The SpaDeX mission involved which launch vehicle?

Tarsad TAAT H Shid AT dicd dIgeT QMMTHT AT?

* A. PSLV C60 / FudTrdl HI60
B. GSLV Mk Ill / ST TerdY THS I
C. ASLV / TUHUAG!
D. SLV-3 / THTdI-3




* Where was the SpaDeX mission launched from?

Tarsad TAAT gl I dicd fhar I=AT?

 A. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre / CELaI ?ITITHTQ Fanet ﬂﬁ'

B. Satish Dhawan Space Centre / TdIQl &Idel 3-1'?-Iﬁ'&=l' C T
C. Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station / QJI'EIT qHALY Jhe

JaqoT U
D. Chandipur Integrated Test Range / ma"lgt Q‘ﬁﬂﬁl‘ gqtetor I




* What is the historical significance of SpaDeX for India?

TS T ART & vfagf@e #Agea Far g2
* A. India’s first mission for Mars exploration / HIXd T HITT =dYOT
&% fow gger fAa=s

B. India’s first mission to master docking technology / STTheT dhsdlh
H AR A il & T HART T ggaT AereT

C. India’s first satellite communication experiment / AR T gl
3998 AR TAN9T

tID.f;ndia’s first reusable rocket test / HIRd T Ugell EID'F-I': YA e
&1oT




* The SpaDeX mission satellites, SDX01 and SDX02, were placed in which
orbit?
TqrsFy THLUA & 39dE SDX01 3 SDX02 1 Tohd halT H TATUA
Tohar I ar?

* A. Geostationary orbit / H’Fﬁﬁ'ﬂ? C X
B. Polar orbit / aa"lzr HETT
C. Circular orbit at 475 km / 475 fhHAT T MATHR HaT
D. Low Earth orbit at 200 km / 200 fp#HY &1 A& t!"%'cﬁ &l




* What advanced module was signed under the defense contract related
to Scorpene submarines?

TPl FoigfesTl A HTOd &I IS & dgd fohd 3ooid
HISge U BEAIER fhU Iu?

* A. Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) module / TIX 3@'&?3 NeueT
(AIP) ATSTSA
B. Heavywelght electronic torpedoes / AT S'Wlﬁ'a? AL
C. Nuclear propulsion module / 9IATIT qgeueT HT?;ZI'ET
D. Advanced navigation system / Foold SHfaarers YoTTelr




* The integration of electronic heavyweight torpedoes is in collaboration
W|th whlch country?
g_cﬂq*CIlo-lclo HRY SILUIST ST TehihdUT Tohd 22T o T IgIIeT H
5
* A. Russia / &
B. France / BIH
C. USA / 31 &RT
D. Israel / SISl




* What is Sevdalinka, recently recognized by UNESCO?

BTl &1 H Jel&eh! Ganl ATl YIed Aasfaeat a1 g7
* A. A cultural dance form from India / 3IRd $ grEhfae odcd el

B. A melancholic urban love song from Bosnia / I 3qIH
A 9 A .

C. A traditional tribal art from Africa /m I TRINF STAaTdT
el

D. A martial art from Japan / SIT9TeT &Y Teh HIAS 3iTC



* What is the purpose of UNESCO’s National Inventory of Intangible
Cultural Heritage?

g@ﬁaﬁrmﬁa’@f\* T T TSI G T 366T F3

* A. To safeguard endangered cultural practices / HheITd H’Iﬁ?f?l'ﬂ?

qUTHT T TG FIAT
B. To promote global tourism / 3Ra%F e A derar &aT

C. To establish global trade agreements / 3lR9% AR FASIET A

T Il
D. To ensure environmental sustainability / qgTaoir feeRdr

glAfrRad HTar




* What are the main symptoms of Metabolic Dysfunction-Associated
Steatotic Liver Disease (MASLD)?

AcTelfol BOmrae-aaiad Feaifcsd foay f8aiial (MASLD) &
AT TI&TUT &7 &7

* A. Fatigue and right upper abdominal ache / YTl 3T arfgal I
e 7 &<
B. Yellowing skin and swelling / 9relY ca=m 31X Holel
C. Advanced cases may lead to cirrhosis / 3oeld IFITJ:I'EIT 7 Ry E’T
"HdT g
D. All of the above / 39ed THI
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Franklin D.
Roosevelt,
Various
speeches

“The only limit to our
realization of tomorrow
will be our doubts of
today.” —
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Status quo on rates
for small savings

Zeenat to be
il returned to
Similipal

BILATERAL TALKS
Jaishankar in Doha
for three-day visit

NEWS » PAGE S

Violence over religion
results in a 9.3 score

OPINION » PAGE 3

REIGNING SUPREME
Bengal regains the
Santosh Trophy

SPORT » PAGE 16

Atishi, L-G spar
over religious
structures

NEW DELMI
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi and
Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Saxena £t Into a war
of words on Tuesday after she
alleged that several religious.
places in Dethi nad been put
©n 2 ¥st of structures to be
demolished. The L-G's office
denied her claim. » PAGE 2

Biren expresses ‘regret’ for violence in Manipur

The Chief Minister z

ses for lives lost and

eace in 2025: Congress demands a similar apology from Prime Minister, says he and Union Home

Minister should also take responsibility: Indigenous Tribal Forum says 30 women were injured when Central armed forces dispersed ‘peaceful protesters’ on the same day

e

The Hindu Burcau
GUWAHATUNEW DELI

anipur Chief Mi-
nister

Mr. Singh said the past
three or four months had

bam Biren Singh
has apologised to the peo-
ple of the State for the loss
of hundreds of lives during
the past 20 months of ech-
nic violence.
On New Year's Eve, he

expressed hope that
would usher in peace

and normalcy in Manipur.
“I want to say sorry to
the people of the State for

valley during the week, while
Uttar Pradesh saw a sharp fall
in temperature. » PAGE S

NEW DELIE
and other Quad

ber-nations on Tuesday
reaffirmed the grouping's
Fosadfast commiument to work

2 free, open, stable,

0t penceut indo Pacifc
amid China's Increasing.
miktary muscle-flexing in the
region. » PAGE 4

residen

since May
Tha year {2023]. Many pe-
ople lost their loved ones,

the State’s capital mphal
on Tuesday.

Whatever happencd has
Bappened. We hav

0 forgive
stakes and miake

nister Narendra Modi had
not made a similar state-
ment, or found time to visit
the conflict-ridden State.

‘Confusing neglect’
In a post on X, he said the
Prime Minister and Home
Minister Amit Shah also
had to “bear responsibili-

JATRAM RAM]

Why can't the Prime Minister go to
nd say the Same: thing

jets o the conmnery and the workd

ty™. “Why can't the Prime
Minister go to Mani,

and the world.” he said.
people of Manipur
slrnpl) cannot understand

this neglect.”

Bven a6t Chief Mints-
ter appealed for peace,
e Rt woenen werd

Central armed police forc-

re-
portedly resisted the “for-

NEW DELHI
Manipur accounted for TT% of
violent incidents that took
place in northeastern India in
2023, accoeding to the Union
Hiotiod Minkiey s S uspent
for 2023-24 published ol
Monday. » PAGE 4

cible occupation of com-
munity bunkers~ by the
security personnel.

The Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum said
than 30 women wel
jured during the “peaceful
protest—.

It asked the security per-
sonnel to cease their ~in-

rusive operations” imme-
Giately and let the people
celebrate the New Year in
peace.

“The government must
stop being biased and take
concrete steps to prevent
such incidents and ensure
that those responsible for
the violence are held ac-
countable,” the tribal o
ganisation said In a
statement.

The Chief Minister sasd

ween the Meitei and Kuki-
T comnc e wvice the
viclence broke out in May

hile 12,547 first if

rested.
He felt that the recovery
of 5,600 arms and 35,000
rounds of ammunition dur-

ing this period pointed to
“good progress™ in tackling

“The (.:nxre provided
personnel

nough security
2nd fands t help the dis-

lies have been resettled,”
he sasd.

Speaking to pressper-

. Mr. Ramesh said, “It

has laken 19 months for

the Chief Minister to say

what he has said today.

And it's not enough. The

real issue Is not what the

Chief Minister

the

found time to go to Mani-
pur. That's the issue.™

Welcome 2025

—— g-——;-gp-r--f

- <

—

Festivities begin: Fireworks exploding ower the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge as the New Year dawns in the Australian city. AP

Houthi factor

NEW DELHI

india is handling the “sen-

Del o
maintain any official con-
tact with the Houthis, who
control the Yemeni capital,
Sanaa, sources here indi-
cated on Tuesday.

Earlier, the official spo-
kesperson, Randhir Jais-

wal, had said the Ministry
of External Affairs was
aware that the family of
Ms. Nimisha was ~explor-
ing relevant options

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE &

Kerala CM Vijayan supports Sivagiri Math’s call
to end practice of removing shirts at temples

The Hind, u
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rai Vigayan on Tuesday
gald che Sivagiri Mai

of
rebeilion In connection with his

clal reformist message by

“There Is no need to

force ai .. Newverthe-
ess, progressive change is
ble. Stvagiri has his-

tempts to cast the Guru as

t a of
martial law, » PAGE 16 abandon the regressive Dharma. The Guru chal-
practice of removing shirts  lenged the Sanatana and

before entering temples. Varnashrama Dharma

TH E =em HTINDU Inaugurating the 92nd  concept that individuals

WISHES ITS
READERS
HAPPY AND

PRO 20US

NEW ' YEAR

Sivagiri pilgrimage at var-
kala, near here, Mr. Vi-
Jayan said Math president
Swamy Sachithananda had
sald that the practice was

thought, life and message
of Sree Narayana Guru,” he
said

Atr. Vijayan said temples
associated with the Guru's
had

or social dass could pursue
only the traditional occu-
pation practised by their
ancestors._ The social order
defined by the two ancient
creeds denied thase at the
f the caste-

ent.
The Chief Minister sald

sanatana
L

the questionable custom.
He hoped other temples
would follow suit.

1
fare, with the cynical rider
that “only the well-being of
cows and Brahmins would

ensure

the

ppiness.”
BJP leader and former

world's

Union Minister V. Mura-
leedharan accused Mr. Vi-
Jayan of Insulting Sanatana
Dharma at the philoso-
phy’s heartiand in the Stva-
giri Math. Mr. Vijayan had
followed upon Tamil Nadu
Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Sealins atrack
on Hindu dhar

BIP leader dared

There is no
need to force

ee

based public order™. “The
1Sth-century king of the
rincely State of

progressive change is
inevitable. Sivagiri has
historscally led reformist

social movements
PENARAYI VIIAVAN
Chief Misistes of Xerals

In his speech, Mr. Vi-
renaissance leader's hu-
manist message.

Challenging tenets
The Guru challenged the
tenets of Sanata

Travancore, rthanda

Varma, ruled in the name
of Sanatana Dharma,”
said.

Mr. Vijayan said the Ma-

SC gives Punjab
three more days
to shift Dallewal

a5 gowernment told the court that Its efforts to haspitatiee

Dallewal was trwarted by the farmers'

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Punjab ne in-
formed the Supreme Court

Centre, saying thel
Jasic singh Dallev-a.l who
been on a hunger
ke tor 35 days, would
seek medical help onl)' u
thalCentritiica dhen

rhe court allowed a re-

Bench listed the case on
nuary 2.

Mr. Dallewal has been
on a hunger strike at Kha-
nauri on the Punjab-Harya-

na boundary s Novem-
ber 26 to press the Centre
to accept their demands,

was
about the principle of un-
fversal justice as advanced
by Sanatana Dharma. At

a legal
minimum  support
price for crops.

The States Advocate-
General, C h,

bandh on Manday.

©on anything about negotia-

tons -and-order
situation.  If thing

ppens that is acceptable
to the far a-

contempe action for their
inability to comply with
court order:

Taking Into considera-
tlon the totality of the cir-

nces and in the in-
terest of justice, we are
inclined to accept the re-
quest_for for
compliance of the court's
directions,” the court re-
corded in &s order.

Efforts in vain: govt.
“We had our intervenors

the product of an age
soclety transitioned from
eribal to caste-based polity.

biv: out
cept of justice,” Mr. Vijayan

o
M Visyan 1
other religious bellefs simi-
Tarly: He Said Hindus faced
trying times under Mr. Vi-
Jayan's government.

D raheniieat pecking
order and advanced the 5.
cial and economic hierar-
chy based on a rigid caste-

!le said some entities
the pul

Sing!
explained that its efforts to
hospitalise Mr. Dallewal
was thwarted by the farm-

o the
Centre proposing talks,
which may also spell the
end Mr. Dallewal's fast.
The Vacation Bench of
es Surya Kant and
Sudhanshu Dhulia refused
to comment on “behind-

and go there.
We did make efforts for
compliance. We had even
mobilised 7,000 personnel
right next to the site. But
the bandh was & ere
were blocks all over Pun-
jab. We were hindered:
the Advocate-General told
the court.
On December 28, the

Punjab government appre-

hended that a “forcible

Svacustion® of Mr. Dalte.
al

wal to_a hospital would
ead to

by claim
F Samaturee: Diarena was a
panacea for socioeconom-
ic inequalities.

between the farmers and
the Centre.
“We will not comment

10 both the police person-
nel and agitating
farmers.
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India treads carefully
on death sentence
to woman in Yemen

NEW DELSI

India Is handling the “sen-
sitive™ case of the death
sentence awarded to Nim-
Priya from Kerala in
Yemen with great caution
as New Delhi does not
maintain any official con-
tact with the Houthis, who
control the Yemeni
Sanaa, sources here indi
cated on Tue:

roups, with the Houthis in

of the capital and
capable of mnmm all
of

HNimizha Prya

“The government is ex-

In 2084, Ms. Nimisha
had reportedly received
support from Talal o start

2 haspleal binzse

two soured
mbsequemly to such an
eom e b Seweed

him  of
intimidation.
in 2017, acting on the
of at least one

abuse

the country located in Sa-
naa, making the case

son, Ms. Nimisha
allegedly administered se-
datives to Talal o recrieve
Which Jed to his death.
Some sources indicated
that ne n is current-

Iy under way to reach a set-
Gement through blood

in the case, with the
H being in control
on the ground and in active

‘Manipur accounts for 77%
of Northeast violence cases’

State recorded 137 incidents in 2022, wluchmmmmzuzBandzOSdﬂl\member—endmm

according to Home Ministry; c«

NEW DELHI

anipur accounted
for 77% of violent
that

ook pl:ne o pcetheastern
India in 24
the Union Homme mmmy s
annual report for 2023-24.
There were 243 violent
incidents reported in the
Northeast in 2023, of
which 187 were in Manipur.

crisis™.
m Home Ministry re-
on Mon-
By, said that the rise in -

munities, and the resultant
Itk

led to 33

deaths in 2023

in which five civilians and

30, 203 incidents of vio-
lence had been reported,
‘which

increase in
among civilians and securi-
ty personnel in compari-
son t0 2022.

Rising violence
In comparison to the 187
incid,

which
deaths of 35 civilians and
seven securlty personnel,
there were 137 insurgency-
related incidents 1o

tered in the State in 2022,

w0 Y
personnel and 28 civilians
being llled

counterinsurgency
aperaﬂuns 0 2023 also re-
sulted In be-

Unresotved conflict: The police firing tear £as shells at protesters in Impha In Juy 2023. FLE PHOTO

the Ministry and the Mani-

t with one

of the factions of the Unit-

nal  Liberation

Front (UNLF), the oldest

armed Valley-based Meitei
insurgent group.

group advocates for seces-

slon of Manipur and Iz.vge-
Iy operates from

repom O} pertainine &3
ape,  sexual

Nigerians top list of
deported in 2023-24:
Home Ministry data

NEW DELHI

The highest mmber of fo-
dej

rted from In-

dia were from Nigeria, fol-
by desh and

Home

A total of 2,331 foretgn-
o2 e dopioen

For
tration Officers (FRROS

ria, 411 people were from
Bangladesh and 78 be-
longed to Uganda. The
FRRO maintains the re-
cords of foreigners who en-
ter India on valid docu-
ments. deportation
can be for overstaying the
wvisa and flouting visa con-

£

L112  LongTerm Vi
(LTV) were granted by the
Home Ministry for

tered in the State. minori-

the issue of vio- | ty communities from Pa-

lence ly relates to | kistan. LTVs, ranging from

the maintenance of public | ayear to five years, are pre-
order which is r the | cursorsto hip.

domain of the State, the Slnoe 2019, all citizen-

e being

e fmmediate md

ing Killed, while 154 nstr-
gents were arrested and 49

<
Since ethnic  violence
erupted in the State on
May 3, 2023, more than

250 people have n
killed. In just the first three
onths, between May 3

and July 30, 2023, as many
as 3,023 first infc

Processed ontine and bet:
ween April 1, 2023 and

e stmmation, s March 31, 2024, a total of
On June 4, 2023, the Un- | 1,699 citizenship _certifi-
ion have b

a Commission of Inquiry
headed d by a retired High
Court lef Justice,

quire i e e 2
spread of the violence.

the Union as well as State
governments. The Home

Ministry has  delegated
powers to State govern-
Phent officials In 31 districes

During the period, 1,112
Long-Term Visas were granted
1o those from minarity
communities from Pakistan

In nine States to grant citi-
zenship rs un
Ger the provisions of the
Ctizenship Act, 1955. “Out
of this, 1,278 were granted
by registration under Sec-
tion 5 and 421 were grant-
naturalisation under
Section 6 of the Citizenship.
Act, 1955." the report said.
The data does not reflect

om angladesh
(21,08,734), followed by
ed States of America
(17,37.549), United King-
dom (9,86,954), Australia
Cana

0,39 271), Nepal (2,02,197)
and Singapore (2,00,708).

Woman loses
1.25 crore
in digital

4 arrest case

MUMBAL

A 68-year-old woman was
duped of £1.25 crore by cy-
ters who coerced
her into paying the money
by accusing her of being in-
volved in a financial fraud,
the police said on Tuesday.
'I'he victim is a resident
Goregaon city and lives

i et abart

vember, she recefved a call
from an unidentified wo-
man, who introduced her-
self as an executive
Reserve Bank of
@D, an official said.

ive of
india

Training for the big day

the vic-

to the victim wo-
man and threatened to ar-
rest her, he said.
‘The fraudsters asked the
victim to maintain secrecy
her arrest and be at
her residence. They as|
not to inform any relative,
incl

span of one month, d
ficlal said. How o
victim later came across a
news item about digital ar-
rest in the news,

that

by the cyberfraudsters.
=y
% ¢

p Tuesday. oT

Four workers killed in
fire at steel plant in Surat

Press Trust of India
SURAT

Four workers were killed
and another was injured in

The incident occurred
at ArcelorMitzal Nippon
Steel India’s (AM/NS In-
dia’s), Surat Commissioner
of Police Anupam Singh
Gehlot said.

“We have learnt that the
fire spread In one section
of the plant after burning
Soat Aty et cves.

said.
Further probe into the

incident will be carried out

police station said no acci-
dental death report has
been filed so far.

the four persons who
lost their lives, the bodies
of three victims have been
brought to the civil hospi-

an accident at COREX

due to an equipment
Eailure ar AMNS Hazira Op-
erations. The accident oc-
curred around 6.00 pm to-

day during the restart of
the unit after shutdown.
Four contractual workers
of a private company per-
forming malntenance on a
1ift (elevator) mamy were
embroiled in the ct
an

minor injury and was im-
mediately shifted to a hos-
pital on the premises of the
plant and is recovering, it
Rdded.
“We are extending all
support to the families of
the affected personnel. All

doned off;" the statement
added.

Power outage at Delhi
data centre disrupts
IRCTC, govt. websites

NEW DELHI

While the outage was
the

Several web-
sites went down on Tues-
y following a power out-
the National

Informatics Centre’s (NIC)
stri Park

ets for trains departing on
nuary 1.
‘The IRCTC site was not
le during the tatkal
booking period the day af-
ter Christmas as well due
to “a technical issue in the
Next Generation E-ticket-
ing system from
10:: 10 am and 10:SI

a

e
Ministry, the Press Infor-
mation’ Bureau — which

Quad members vow to work
vigorously towards a free,
open, and stable Indo-Pacific

NEW DELHI

India and other Quad
‘member-nations on Tues-
day the

c is
stable and

e group-
ing's steadfast commit-
ment to work towards a

group
in a joint statement com-
memorat th anni-
versary  of  -Quad

nouncements to the news
media, the Health and Fa-
mny ‘Welfare Ministry,
Labour mmmy The
Sites of the MEA and the
DOT were back online by
7.30 p.m. Some, like the
PIB and the Mol, conti-
nued to show error mes-
s or remained inacces-
Sie untll press dme.

@

india, the U.S., Australia
and Japan came together
20 years ago to extend as-
sistance in response to the
2004 Indian Ocean earth-

lition subsequ
took the form of the Quad.
I the Lust few years, the
Quad b, anum-
ber of lnlﬂllhres ldd.tess

[V

ng needs and
Sihe o Pacifie region,

ing some of the most press-
challenges

nnectivity.

e s mehadiled sen
host the next Quad Summi

llkgly in the second half of

Deecds of the tndo Pacific.

. | |

by effective regional insti-
tutions,” the joint state-

indo-Pacific.” the Ministers
“We respect Pacificled
architecture, fore-
most the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum. We are also steadfast
S vioe Suppoet foe die 13-
dian Ocean Rim Assoc
tion, the t@m‘s pmmm
organisation,”
,,
&

Odisha police nab two
fraudsters with many
cases across country

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Police have ap-
prehended K. Satish K

from Chennai and
C.M. Harish from Kozhi-

crore that was cheated,

268 lakh was transferred to

the bank account of Satish

Kumar and 230 lakh to that
of Harish.

“A senior sclentist from
ar had lodged a

complaint that on August
9, 2024 he received a call

from an e
r and the person
the ocher side claimed that

‘was from a courler com-

pany. He told him that us-

as: . three credit
cards, 200 gm of M -
n champheta-

Crime Branch in a press
ase.

They claimed that he

would be mplicated In &

and told him

io transfer  hefty amount

t. They also
1014 hirm that iilegal bank

ing his that
these were used for money
laund, during
ol

Kumar and six complaints
against .~ the Odisha
Crime Branch said. The



Nigerians top list of
deported in 2023-24:
Home Ministry data

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The highest number of fo-
reigners deported from In-
dia were from Nigeria, fol-
lowed by Bangladesh and
Uganda, the Union Home
Ministry said in its annual
report for 2023-24.

A total of 2,331 foreign-
ers were deported by the
Foreigners Regional Regis-
tration Officers (FRROs)
from April 1, 2023 to March
31, 2024. Of these, 1,470
people belonged to Nige-
ria, 411 people were from
Bangladesh and 78 be-
longed to Uganda. The
FRRO maintains the re-
cords of foreigners who en-
ter India on valid docu-
ments. The deportation
can be for overstaying the
visa and flouting visa con-
ditions among others.

During the same period,
1,112 LongTerm Visas
(LTV) were granted by the
Home Ministry for minori-
ty communities from Pa-
kistan. LTVs, ranging from
ayear to five years, are pre-
cursors to citizenship.

Since 2019, all citizen-
ship applications are being
processed online and bet-
ween April 1, 2023 and
March 31, 2024, a total of
1,699 citizenship certifi-
cates have been granted by
the Union as well as State
governments. The Home
Ministry has delegated
powers to State govern-
ment officials in 31 districts

During the period, 1,112
Long-Term Visas were granted
to those from minority
communities from Pakistan.

in nine States to grant citi-
zenship to foreigners un-
der the provisions of the
Citizenship Act, 1955. “Out
of this, 1,278 were granted
by registration under Sec-
tion 5 and 421 were grant-
ed by naturalisation under
Section 6 of the Citizenship
Act, 1955,” the report said.
The data does not reflect
the number of citizenship
certificates granted under
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019 (CAA).
Around 98 lakh foreign-
ers visited India during the
period and the highest
number of visitors were
from Bangladesh
(21,08,734), followed by
United States of America
(17,37,549), United King-
dom (9,86,954), Australia
(4,72,913), Canada
(4,00,417), Sri Lanka
(2,85,664), and Malaysia
(2,80,578), Germany
(2,39,271), Nepal (2,02,197)
and Singapore (2,00,708).
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Deportation Data (2023-24) / f[@aTH«T 3Ths (2023-24)

e 2,331 foreigners deported by FRRO from April 2023 to March 2024.

e FRRO GaRT 2,331 fagfrat & 31der 2023 & AT 2024 & &4
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» Top Countries / ¥ 2:Nigeria / ATSSIRIAT: 1,470 deported /
1,470 AT Ad|

» Bangladesh / ST9cITEeT: 411 deported / 411 THaIfadl|
* Uganda / gdl’s . /8 deported / 78 GEUTGGE

* Reasons for Deportation / T & SRUT.Overstaying visas / aﬁGIT
T AT HTCT gleT|

* Violating visa conditions /Eﬁ\_;IT ordl T ScoldeT|




e 1,112 LTVs granted to

minority communities
from Pakistan.

o UIfh&dlel &
MeUdETh i
1,112 Eraenifos
drerr feu aruy

1 toSyears/18 5
ay|

e LTVs act as precursors
to citizenship.

o LTV ARIRSGAT & foIT
Tsh YRTAS FcH T



e From April 1, 2023, to March 31, 2024.
e 1319 2023 & 31 AR 2024 d|

e 1,699 citizenship certificates issued by Union and State governments.

« TF 3R T WERI GaRT 1,699 ARTRGAT JAOGT SR




e Delegated to state officials in 31 districts.
Process / UTshT: (Pt G

Methods of Citizenship * By registration (Section 5): 1,278 cases.
Grant / AT T o USIehIUT & ATEIH & (YRT 5): 1,278 ATHI|

* By naturalization (Section 6): 421 cases.

' AL aw_{ﬁ' a? m: o QTehcehehiUT & HTEIH § (URT 6): 421 HAHCA
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e Around 98 lakh foreigners visited India.
o STITHIT 98 o facelt ¥IRa U]

Top Countries / oY aer:

e Bangladesh / STecleel; 21,08,734 visitors / 21,08,734 3-TI'<"iT:IDT=FI
« USA / 3R 17,37,549 visitors / 17,37,549 31137 |
* UK / fieeT: 9,86,954 visitors / 9,86,954 3T |
e Others / 31 Australia, Canada, Sri Lanka, Nepal, etc.
o 3iTECTORT, SareT, Seienr, aurd, 37|
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Jaishankar in Doha for talks, to
prepare for Qatari Emir’s visit

The Emir will visit India in Fe

External Affairs Minister's third visit in six months raises hopes for retum of former

Naval officer, delayed by nearly a yvear: New Delhi is also looking to boost ties with several countries in the West Asian region

NEW DELHI

xternal Affairs Mi-

nister S. Jaishankar

& In Doha for a
three-day visit over the
New Year for a serles of bi-
Lateral . as well as
0 prepare for a visit by Qa-
tar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani

sources told The Hindu.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Qatar last February, he had
met and invited Sheikh Al
‘Thani to India. e Emirs
visic is part of New Delhi's
recent broader outreach to

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Zaishankar is
Mohammed bin Abdulrshman bin Jassim Al Thar FLEPHOTO

of
Ministry of External Af-
Ealra OMEAD said in a state.
ment before his departure.
Mr. Jatshankar’s visit to
Qatar, his third in slx
months, has raised ho;
for the renurn of the elghth
former Naval officer con-

Qatar PM Sheikh

returned to India in
February 2024, Comman-

ler Purnendu Tiwari (re-
tired) has been held back
under a travel ban.

The MEA has said that
the former Nav: cer,
who was also decorated

the other seven former na-

However, Mr. Tiwari's
family has rejected any
charges of wrongdoing.

pleading to the Prime Mi-
nister to_“intervene~ and
facilitate his recurn.

West Asia

Among a number of bilat-
eral visits meant to shore
up India’s ties with the
troubled region, Mr. Modl

velled to Qatar In Decem-

ber. the propased
visit of the Qatarl Emir to
india, expected in the first
or second week of Febru-
ary, Jatshankar s ex-
pecied to travel to Oman.
Prince of Abu

visited Delhi in the Last few

months.
ek M Doalial
will rec nian Vice

Minister for External Af»
fairs Taldn szanchi

nuary 2 ‘Arse highle.
el diptomatic. visiter in
2025. The visit from the

fect India as well.

Cong. chief says deprived
classes bearing the brunt
of Manuvaad under BJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
government at the Centre

brunt of Marumvaad. Con-
ress president Mallikarjun

Makanun Kharge

ted to trees and beaten up.
in Madhya Pradesh, a 35

nant woman has to travel
100 km in search of an ICU
anddies. In Muzaffarnagar,

fan'uues are fomed o n\.l

grate because of caste-
on them

the police remains silent,”

Mr. Kharge said. “It is well
known that atrocities are

y loward
and mmnerity communities
under che “anti-constitu-

* of the Modi go-
vunmem Those who are
ved

mindset was prevalent in
the BJPruled States.

chief cited
incidents brrwhich persons
from the Scheduled Castes
or Scheduled Tribes were
targeted.

In the past two days, he

isha, tribal women were

Maharashera, a tribal preg-

gainst Dalit cribal woenen
and children, and as per
the National C:

[Rashuriya Swayamsevak
Sanghl.” ha

Congress, Left protest against police
lathi charge on students in Patna

PATNA

Comgress and Left MLAs on
took out a protest
o g s Raj Bhavan
here In support of cands-
dates who are demanding
reconduct of the 70th Bi-
har Public Service Com-
mission (BPSC) Combined
@reliminary) Competitive
ation (CCE) follow-
lng an alleged paper leak.
s main

don 7oy, the Rashereya Ja-
nota Dal (RID), was not
part of the protest.

They scuffled with the
police while trying to re-

g il sisprpeietices disring protest

Show of support:
against lathi charge o job aspirants in Patna on Tuesday. 4

gation of the MLAs mes the

yiod S Yadin’- A BESC

0 died by sul-
Cide dne oo he allesed
paper leak — and an impa-

tlal inquiry into the ok

IMD predicts fresh spell of snowfall,
as cold wave intensifies across J&K

NEW DELHI

Cold wave conditions in-
ensified across Kashmir
on Tuesday, with the IMD
prodicting fresh spells of
light to moderate snowfall

Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-

ityanath. stu-
dents and youth of Bihar
will not tolerate any more
diceatorship of the Bharari-

to the

leader Shal nation, action against offic-

Xhan and Cs Par- ers  who lathi-charged

ty of india (Marxist-Leni-  With the newly of
legislative party lead- s,

Governor Mohammad Arif
Khan not sworn in, a dele-

Fii against  students,
compensation for the fami-

va Janata Party and Janata
Dal (U

Mr. Khan sald, “There is
lawlessness in the State

ruling dispensation
has alleged that the Oppo-
sition was politicising the
situation and misleading
students.

dipping by more than 5 de-
Erocs Celois.
Parts

a possibilisy of light snaw
at scanered places. A mod-
erate to strong

Turbance 1s lkely to affect
from January 3-6. There is
a chance of snow at most
places with peak activity

higher reaches during the
second spell.

expe-
rienced intense chill as
hbouring  Haryana,

and Punjab continued to
witness biting cold cnnd}
tions. Gulmarg, a tourist
resort town in north Kash-
mir, recorded a low of mi-
nus 1LS degrees Celsius,
the IMD office said.

Pahalgam, the base
camp for the annual Amar-
nath Yatra in south Kash-
mir, registered a minimum

temperature of minus 5.4
degrees Celsius.

In Srinagar, the mercury
dipped o0 minus 3.5 de-
grees Celsius. Qazigund.
the gateway town o Kash-
mir - logged a

sout Ko-
kernag st

: gina y field in
Pubwama district of south Kashmir on Tuesday. IMPAX MSSAR

emperature of mi-

later in the week in the

“A feeble western distur-
bance is likely to hit Kash-
mir on January 1-2. There is

sky
An ohvrcasl sy marked
the las he year in
Dbt with e sasional
capital's tem-
perature settling 2.7 notch-
s below normal at 17.7 de-
sgrees Celsius.
in Uttar Pradesh, the
maximum  temperature
dipped by more than 5 de-
grees Celsius in at least 50
districts, the IMD office in
Lucknow said.

Will set up

XoLKATA

A day after West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
a public meet-

d

mothers and sisters at San-
deshkhali before the 2024
Lok sabha polls. They
were slapped with false
charges and a for
protesting  against  the
ocities by local Trina-
mool strongmen like Shah-
Jahan Sheikh. You [Mama-
ta] will face action for
T

Close to nature

Anmual

the camp and the Mudumata: Tiger

ation: Tourists spending time at the elephart camp at The

ppskad in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday. More than 15,000 tourists visited
Reserve in the week between Christmas and New Year's day. M. SATHEAMOORTH

India-Nepal joint military exercise begins

Press Trust of India
KATHMANDU

The 18th edition of Exer-
cise Surya Kiran, a joint

military exercise between
india and Nepal aimed at

abetting such
the BJP comes to pow
M. Adhilart said at the pu-
biic rally.
cm
S

and fostering collaboration
between the two nations”
Armies, -

The annual training
event is conducted alterna-
tively in the two countries.

The exercise, _takil

the S anges of West
ern Nepal, will be conduct-
ed till January I3

the fields of Counter Terro-
rism (CT) Operations.” ac-
gording to.an X post by the

Indian
a Suxya Kiran
signifies !he serong bond of
friendsh! com-

, trust an
mon milttary unkages that
exist between India and
l\epa.l it said. The Indian

It ~aims to enhance inte-
Pr y

-ompris-

mg 334 personnel, is being
led by a Bacealion from the

11th Gorkha Rifles, accord-
ngto a press reise by the
Defence

The

exercise aims to en-
hance interoperability in
jungle warfare, counter-

NCP leader’s aide surrenders
in case related to murder
of sarpanch in Maharashtra

Pister and NCD loader Dha-
nanjay Munde, surren-
dered before the State
Criminal tion De-
partment (CID) headquar-

Tuesday in

e 3
since the murder of the
threeterm sarpanch of
Massajog village in Beed
t. Santosh Desh-

Walmik Karad surrenders
before the Crime Investigation

Department in Pune. #T1

and order into their hands,
extorting residents, will
have to face strict conse-
quences of their deed. No-
body will be spared.~

On Mr. Karad's surren-
der, the Chief Minister
said: “The CID is handling
the case without any exzer-
nal pressure. 1 do not want
to indulge in politics be-
cause what matters the
most is to punish the mur-
derers  of  Santosh

the CID within hours of the
family’s statement raised
and it has

case.
Besica. auniog pluadls
. Mr. Kar:

Sared & vioes, on s sodal

media ming
been falsely fran)ed in the
case. In (.he video, Ka-
rad said: sulrender-
befove lhe State CID

in
mountains and Humanitar-
tance

in Pune to-
day in a false case filed
against me in Kaij police

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said: “1 had a tele-

phonic conversation with
Bte Santosh Deshmukh's
brother, and I have assured

osecution 5o he
worry We will not mlenle

goonda raj
Moharashirs - and ' those
who are trying to take law

ac-
© the ruling govern-
ment of staging the entire
incidens.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Bhaskar Jadhav said: “The

cloud. Last night, mecmer
Minister and Dhananj

Munde held a long meeting
and today, Karad surren-
dered. It cannot be a coin-
cidence. This drama was
stage-managed. The peo-
ple of Maharashtra have
doubts about this entire

o




India-Nepal joint military exercise begins

Press Trust of India
KATHMANDU

The 18th edition of Exer-
cise Surya Kiran, a joint
military exercise between
India and Nepal aimed at
enhancing interoperability
and fostering collaboration
between the two nations’
Armies, began on Tuesday.

The annual training
event is conducted alterna-
tively in the two countries.

The exercise, taking
place at the Nepal Army
Battle School, Saljhandi in
the Shivalik ranges of West-
ern Nepal, will be conduct-
ed till January 13.

It “aims to enhance inte-
roperability, primarily in

the fields of Counter Terro-
rism (CT) Operations,” ac-
cording to an X post by the
Indian Embassy here.
“Exercise Surya Kiran
signifies the strong bond of
friendship, trust and com-
mon military linkages that
exist between India and
Nepal,” it said. The Indian
Army contingent, compris-

ing 334 personnel, is being
led by a Battalion from the
11th Gorkha Rifles, accord-
ing to a press release by the
Defence Ministry.

The exercise aims to en-
hance interoperability in
jungle warfare, counter-
terrorism operations in
mountains and Humanitar-
ian Assistance
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Kumbh Mela:

code jackets
to help access ticke: a

1n the run-up to the Kumbh Mela 2025, the
Rallways has int d jackets with QR
scanmers for volunteers in a bid to digitise ticket

bookings for passengers. ~During the
Mahalumbh, North Central Railway officials
from Prayagraj division will be deputed ol

app — Us Tickes:
which will help them book
o wait in queues,” the railway o
& over and above 560 tic counters that will
be capable of doling out 10 lakh tickets daily.

‘Spurious’ drugs worth nearly
6.6 crore seized in Kolkata

Alarge quantity of suspected spurious
anti-cancer, anti-diabeti
ized fros Kol'kmz The

of the drugs seized is at

Tiger leaves Kolkata zoo for
Similipal reserve in Odisha

The wild cat had kept the forest officials of West Bengal Jharkhs

three weeks:; after capture, it is being safely returned along a special route

KOLKATA

iger Zeenat, who
had evaded all at-
tempts at capture
for almost three weeks

turned after the paper-
work was processed for the
return.

The National Tiger Con-
servation wthority
(NTCA) had asked for its
safe return to Odisha and
sought its immediate re-
lease.

The tiger's long journey

and Odisha on their toes for

10 payloads of ISRO’s
POEM-4 module
deployed successfully

The National Tiger Conservation Authority had sought Zeenat's
immediate retum to Odisha. WEST BENGAL FOREST DEPASTVENT

Speaking to The Hindu,

26.6 crore. The seizure follows a joint
investigation conducted by the Central
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), East
Zone, and the Drugs Control Directorate, West
1, on a wholesale premises in Kolkata.
raid was carried out at the firm Care and Cure
For You in Kolkata, according to the release
issued by the Health Ministry on Tuesday.

Amit Patra takes additional
harge as Director of IT-KGP

Amit Patra, who &s currently serving as the
Director of Indian Institute of Technology, BHU
GIT-BHU), took over the additional charge as the
Director of UT-Kharagpur (IIT-KGP) on Tuesday.
tmall the regular incumbent takes aver. He took
ver charge from Virendra Kumar Tewar

Outgoing Director, IIT KGP, who was a Professor
in the institute’s Department of tural and
The UT-KGP, set up in 1951, Is

1990, res)
Instiute as a faculty member at the Department
of Electrical Engncering in 1957.

Cong. seeks immediate release
of detained leaders in J&K

The Congress party on Tuesday criticlsed the

handle the o(es:s o Katra, thie Hnse Camp of
Mata Vaishno Devi, and Soeseir the Mnmiediane
ofthe L
secuire the release of detaned leaders. The party
emphasised the need to create a conducive
for di said that
this step was ey i o
sincere about finding an amicable solution to the
ongoing crisis. People have been against
the proposed Vaishno Devi ropeway project, J&K
Pradesh Congress Committee president Tarig

across three dis-
trices in south Bengal after
multiple attempts at cap-
ture failed

its vitals were reportedly

process is under way, she
will travel to Similipal_ She
will be transported with
proper security, and full
protocol.™
dor, a spect ute wit
stoppages, is being facili-
tated for the transport of
the tiger. Zeenat had been
relocated to Similipal from
Tadoba in Maharashtra to
improve Odisha's tiger

S&-year-old Mrityunjay Bis-
was, Deputy Ranger of
Sundarban Tiger Reserve.
who had travelled with his
team of four to help in cap-
curi
With over 42 vears of ex-
perience in tracking and
capeuring tigers, Mr. Bis-
was had been worried that
Zeenat might meet the fate
of a tiger that was brutally

killed by villagers in 2018 in

Tough operation
>paildng on t_he efforts to

nat, he told
Thz Iﬂlrniu> “We had tried
to tranquillise her multiple
times. But it failed because

wtlh her mouth. 1 was the
10 successfully hlv.
her with 2 dart. Thanke &

shortened the

sure and shot

neck, which she couldn’t

remove. Four of us res-
d h

over 32 tigers in his

life, and his team were
roped in after multiple at-
enat

being put in the van, said
Mr. Biswas, relleved that
both his team and the tiger

safe.

The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authortza-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) on

of the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX
missson.

The  mission was
launched by the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tlon asro) on

nodal agenc: De-
partment of Space to pro-
E's undertake

space activities.

ISRO"s SPADEX Mission
successhutty bfted off from
riharikots on Monday.

making this platform ac-

enabling NGEs to get their
Pavloads space qualified,

their fu-

entry
“The PSLV Orbital Experi-
Module is a practical

by ISRO

that allow: ian stare-
ups, ac; institutions,
and e tions

to test their space technol-
ut the need to
launch entire By

e e ey e
stons.” he added.

In tocal, 24 PS4-Orbital
t Module pay-
loads were deplo; on
board the PSLV-C60 Spa-
DeX mission to support a
wide array of scientil

Bengal Special Task Force
arrests two ‘members’ of
Bangladeshi terror group

KOLKATA

The West Bengal Special
Task Force (STF) arrested
two persons suspected to
belong to the Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT), a mili-

suspocted to be ABT
members were held
from the same

Mond.al — are residents of

ment activitles, and bulld
sleeper cells. Mr. Radi was
allegedly involved in set-

ting up sleeper cells in Ker-
ala, West B and
Assa

bad district on
This follows the recent
arrest of two others sus-

based zermﬂsz or-
Jama.

nday —
24-year-old Sajibul Islam

ty.

Mr. Islam, according o
the police, is a cousin of
Saad Radi, a Bnngladeshl
national who was arrested
from Kerala in a coordinat-
ed inter-State police opera-
tion earlier this month_ Mr.
Mondal is believed to be
Mr. Radi's friend.

West Bengal STF offi-
cials had said earlier that
Mr. Radi was sent from
B: esh to India by a
close assoclate of the ABT
chief to influence Indian

e
with complaints of shelter-
ing militants and being in-
volved in terrorist a

tes.

“After Radi’s arrest, we
kept a close watch on the
movement of his relatives
and associates in Murshi-
dabad” police sources

said.

The police have sought
gustody of Mr. lslam and
atr. Mondal. They

taken to a different mte

Delhi Police to visit Assam,
Bengal to verify documents
of suspected Bangladeshis

NEW DELEI

pital, the Delhi Police
sent multiple teams 1o As-
sam and West Bengal to
verify documents of indivi-
duals whose nationalities
they are doubtful of.

Tl

vernor (L-G) ordered an in-
tensive against “ille-
gal” nglad

immigrants living in Delhi
on December 11, and di-
rected the Chief Secretary

take strict action against
such per.
“Before we send anyone

£
Delts Posice official checks
documents of people durng a
vedfication deive in New Deshi

declared home States to

fy the docm
glaims of the Smpect
indfviduus

ple police teams had been
formed in each district to
visit 1] colonies, labour
chowks and unauthorised
colonies to identify houses
where migrant workers
live. “We have made lsts of
such slums and unauthor-
ised colonies where a large
number of residents are
migrants. Whoever seems
is interrogated
further and their docu-
ments verified,” said the of-
ficer.

On Tuesday, another
n was arrested from
area,

Hameed Karra criticised the administraton for on transit remand as for deportation, we are N semior police officer ration OF
showing ~unnecessary haste and repression-. - 3nd 26-year-old Mustakim  youth, conduct recruit-  police sources said. sending teams to their self.  told The Hindu that multi-  fice.
- To solve this peale onlies, STy SUDOKU FAITH
HiERES BWEIRE + 14371 w5t iRiETn. |
e httprs: - divalks iy Tox 5 4 > al
T == - . Brahma's altar protected
i o o o e e fer 4 6 A person with true bhaliIs able o visualise Lord Naraya-

pe:
na. What Is this true bhakxi? It is not contractual

where we offer a quid pro quo to the Lord. if some wish or

ours is ue bhakti remains the same whether we
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o - 13 Happened before Pluto crashed over the middle of Sweden? 41983625 71 ing river was called Vegavathi. then reclined in her
imatety disropei 823 2 38|51 74 6 9| path, and served as a dam. Sarasvathi was pacified and
amper u ing fire platocn, ezentialty (6) 815 9!
® Couen messtegars short of 000 cormrersons 00T ZL Camioumy siming g O 65 719 4 218 13| wentDack to Brahma Because vishnu served as a dam to
Wi trich mith e queens (7) Z2. “COREONS R S0mNeL MeSTOME SpTINE. Pt i6 7 a G 5 6 2 8 theriver. Heis known as Vegavathi Sethu in this kshetra. In
€ fle o ed 15 s oM Mo % s S Tamil, the name was Vegavathi anai, which got shortened
11 Even more mature file cscover 26 Mcot in coffos house, exchanging bits from classfied files (4} 32 i6/8]9 74l L e B e
9861217 411/315F pecame Vekha. So the kshetra became Thiruvekha.
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10 payloads of ISRO’s
POEM-4 module
deployed successfully

Hemanth C.S.
SRIHARIKOTA

The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authoriza-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) on
Tuesday said that it had fa-
cilitated the successful es-
tablishment and opera-
tionalisation of 10 hosted
payloads from non-govern-
ment entities (NGEs) on
board the POEM-4 module
of the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX
mission.

The mission was
launched by the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) on Monday.

“The mission that
launched today, carried
out in-orbit scientific expe-
riments at an altitude of
350 km with a 55-degree
inclination, utilizing the
spent PS4 stage repur-
posed as the PSLV Orbital
Experimental Module
(POEM-4),” said IN-SPACe,
which is the autonomous
nodal agency under De-
partment of Space to pro-
mote NGE’s undertake
space activities.

Reducing entry barriers
“The PSLV Orbital Experi-
ment Module is a practical
solution deployed by ISRO
that allows Indian start-
ups, academic institutions,
and research organizations
to test their space technol-
ogies without the need to
launch entire satellites. By

ISRO‘s SPADEX Mission
successfully lifted off from
Sriharikota on Monday.

making this platform ac-
cessible, we are reducing
entry barriers and ena-
bling a wider range of enti-
ties to contribute to the
space sector,” Pawan
Goenka, Chairman, IN-
SPACe, said.

“At IN-SPACe, our role is
to create opportunities for
such collaborations and
ensure that India’s private
sector can grow alongside
advancements in space
technology. Missions like
these will be instrumental
in capacity building by
enabling NGEs to get their
payloads space qualified,
thus augmenting their fu-
ture satellite launch mis-
sions,” he added.

In total, 24 PS4-Orbital
Experiment Module pay-
loads were deployed on
board the PSLV-C60 Spa-
DeX mission to support a
wide array of scientific and
technological endeavours.



Mission Details / f2rsT faavor

Module Used / Fa1eT f&T 1T ATSYA:

e POEM-4 (PSLV Orbital Experimental Module) was repurposed from the PS4 stage.
* POEM-4 (PSLV 3iifcel UFaURACS AIST) PS4 Tl & YaA: 3UNeT foham aram|

Launch Vehicle / dled ITeT:

e PSLV-C60 / SpaDeX mission.
e PSLV-C60 / SpaDeX TA2IeT|



+ Altitude & Inclination / FaT§ 3R SlhIa:
e 350 km altitude with a 55-degree inclination.

+ 350 fhelY Fa1S 3 55-F3 S{Fral



. Objectives / 3??{?21'

To test space technologies by Indian startups, academic institutions, and
research organizations.

FdakeT dleaifaifenal &1 gdreTor YT




Key Features / qHEY IR GINY

Hosted Payloads / §1¥¢s ﬁ?‘ﬂ?gﬂ':

e Successfully deployed 10 payloads from Non-Government Entities (NGEs).

o I-TTHNT FEATHT (NGEs) & 10 UcilS FoheldTqdeh T

Accessibility / tIgil'

e Platform reduces entry barriers for Indian private space initiatives.

o g AT AR Al 37aReT ggall & folT a3t &r d T ¢



Role of IN-SPACe / IN-SPACe T S{fRT

Facilitator / g?m‘f:

e Autonomous nodal agency under the Department of Space.

o AT TTHET & dgd Tad Alsel TadT|
Support to Private Sector / [@Sil 819 & GHYAT:

e Helps private players and startups access space technology platforms.

o TS f@enf3at 3R Terescd & aRker dieafadhr Aat a% qgufrﬂqq HIAT gl



. Impacts / IHTd

Capacity Building / &THdT fA&ATOT:

e Enables NGEs to space-qualify their payloads, aiding future satellite launches.

e NGEs &l 37 Uallg ol ITdRET & [oIT I g7 H HAce Hal g, Sif HATSST &
3UAE dicd H eIl Sham|

Technology Advancements / SigaIfarehT gerfa:

e Promotes collaboration between startups and the space sector.

o TETC3TTY 31X 31dReT & & &I gIRT I d¢ar &l o
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The geopolitics of platform-publisher tussles The pulls and pushes in J&K
Despite the LG Omar to with Delhi
ast month, The Australia with one or a group of pubnshem, wvulnerable to criticism of selective
N C Y If either party ith the ONA.
[y bargaining pmeess m wuh ‘The unavailability of the prorm Mahajan, a J&K Administrative
- on Service officer, as director of
no agreement s mlmd at desplme in Canada uncorks the tourism was not accepted by
this, each party can propose a geopolitical ramifications of Pecrzada Ashiq the Chief Minister’s Office.
Vibodh final offer, and an arbitration national media policy. L in Such tit-fortats have become
tensions panel is choose . Canada, the new a region
vere eaches medis policy which offer becomes binding. indonesia have tackled 1z Gt checendt govern: ax that requires a delicate han-
d country between platforms ment of the five-year- dling of situations,

at the Centre for
and

engage users.
vmblotic relationship,

forms. ow the true
of the news distributed
and therefore, the
revenues
in from the content
produced by 2. Placforms
are also known to change thy
mmetrics t gauge popularity and
Sl prefivenca These
raise questions

about
Itmsparenl:y. accountability, and

Meta and abet.

If our current

policy paraly

continues. India’s

news oulll.‘t_\ will
o be

While comcerns over the nancial

health of local news websites led

o the enactment of the ONA, the
has been

even more than two months
after coming e power. The all-

Singh’s birthday. Abdullah re-
s

Recently, A
platforms which refrain from, or
donoerenew, agreements with

Pncentive GNBD pol-:y proposes to

Mlnoj Sinha, one of the
o politicians to occupy the
seat in J&K, and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullsh, the Natonal

Google negotiated deals
with many. but not all, Australian

lnunada e complied
wm-meomby.sgcew;wm
publishers and journalist

revenue of $250 million and more
o finall

Instance,
news outles caurlng o che Punjabi
and Sikh diaspora,
inaccessible for a while on

C) leader who s

iding high on his second best
glectoral victory in the past
been at

loggerheads 1 the last few
It 15 becoming more and
Raj

Sinha paid tribute to
Finance Miniszer. Girdhari Lal
Dogra, on his 37t death annt-
versary. S| ne ot & wellar-
tended runcnon M. Sinha 1

membere:
NC leader ﬁom Jammau, as a
personality

devoid or Tai

Canada, inespecnm of its

e of The Assscratia Todey
pointed out that prior to the
interview, the content of the site

experiences render Meta

fair
being evolved. If so, interviews by
Indian Ministers to news outlets in
those countries will be
inaccessible on Meta's tforms.
there. Therefore, policy pundits
maust wegh In urgently on fair
comp

to the welfare of poor and
marginalised sections of our
society~. However, just about
2 week Later, he curned down 3
NC o reinstate an
the

e o
mocratic forces of pre-1947
‘who revolted against Singh.

In fact, most elected Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders

vident from the face that Mr.
Sinha and Mr. are

the people's

suspects from
Investigation
Agency and the J&K Police
spreading “malicious, sedi-
tious. have also

to.
the National

et to be seen together at any
Public or offictal function, ex-
cept the swearing-in ceremo-

the rules of

governance.

in the absence of business

rules, the LG's decision to un-

ilaterally extend the terms of

two vice chancellors of two
aised

governance and politics
in J&K, Chief Minister Abdul-

Minister Naren
Modi, Home Minister Amit

x:
in the Chief Minister's Office,
which said that the LG office

dia in 1948

gra monarch Maharaja Harl

of consultation™. Ni dismissed
and former High Court judge | the Congress's objections
i said, el achines,
has to be arguing that the party’s
and the institution of consulta- | onthe ent. He

tions must be in place”.
Earlier last month, Mr. Ab-
dunnn decision 1o retain ad-
C. Raina as Advocate
Comerat SEJEK was shot down
by

. the
LG's move to wansfer Vishesh

as a rational rag-
matic pols who is ready _t
to engage :

India among25 nations with high religious restrictions
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Shades of intolerance

JANUARY 1, 1975

India and Portugal end two
decades

of confrontation

The Hindu Data Team

n an index measuring reli-
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2022,

India scored the
highest among 198 natons, ac.

cording to a report recently pu-
blished by the Pew Research Cen-
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10 on the SHL. Scores above 7.2 are
considered ‘very high"

The report also assessed coun-
tries based on the government’s
restrictions on religion, using the
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GRI measures laws, pol-
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particular beliefs or practices, the
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| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

n an index measuring reli-
0 gion-related hostilities for

2022, India scored the
highest among 198 nations, ac-
cording to a report recently pu-
blished by the Pew Research Cen-
ter. A higher score on the social
hostilities index (SHI) indicates
greater levels of religion-related
harassment, mob violence, terro-
rism, militant activity, and con-
flicts over religious conversions or
the use of religious symbols and at-
tire. India scored 9.3 on a scale of
10 on the SHL. Scores above 7.2 are
considered ‘very high’.

The report also assessed coun-
tries based on the government’s
restrictions on religion, using the
government restrictions index
(GRD). The GRI measures laws, pol-
icies, and actions that regulate or
limit religious beliefs and practic-
es. These include policies banning
particular beliefs or practices, the
unequal granting of benefits to cer-
tain religious groups, and bureau-
cratic rules requiring religious
groups to register to access bene-
fits. India had a *high’ GRI score of
6.4 out of 10 in 2022. Scores above
6.6 are classified as ‘very high’.

Chart 1 plots the GRI (horizon-
tal axis) and SHI (vertical axis)
scores of 198 countries for 2022.
The higher a country is on the
chart, the more it experiences reli-
gion-related hostilities by non-go-
vernment players. The farther to
the right, the more government
restrictions there are on religions.

Only 12% (25 countries) had
‘high’ or ‘very high’ GRI scores and
SHI scores in 2022: India, Nigeria,
Syria, Pakistan, Iraq, Egypt, Af-
ghanistan, Israel, Libya, Palesti-
nian territories, Ukraine, Bangla-
desh, France, Jordan, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Somalia, Tunisia, Indone-
sia, Yemen, Laos, Nepal, Algeria,
Maldives, and Armenia. In about

M

62% of the countries, including Ca-
nada and South Korea, the GRI
and SHI scores were ‘low’ or ‘mod-
erate’. In 16% of the countries, the
GRI was ‘very high’ or ‘high’, but
the SHI was ‘low’ or ‘moderate’;
these include Cuba and China. In
10% of countries, the GRI was ‘low’
or ‘moderate’, but the SHI was
‘high’ or ‘very high’. These include
Brazil and the Philippines.

The number of countries with
‘high’ or ‘very high’ GHI scores
rose to 59 (30% of 198 countries) in
2022 from 55 in 2021 (Chart 2). In
2007, when the index was started,
only 40 nations (20%) had ‘high’
or ‘very high’ scores.

The number of countries with
‘high’ or ‘very high’ SHI scores
rose to 45 (23% of all countries
analysed) in 2022 from 43 coun-
tries in 2021 (Chart 3). In 2012, 65
countries had *high’ or ‘very high’
scores — the highest share (33%).

Harassment by governments —a
broad measure encompassing ver-
bal and physical pressure by auth-
orities on religious groups — was
among the most prevalent types of
restrictions in 2022. It was report-
ed in 186 of the 198 countries and
territories studied (94%).

Government interference in
worship was also widespread in
2022 and was reported in 170
countries and territories (86%).
This includes policies and actions
that disrupt religious activities,
such as withholding permission to
worship or denying access to plac-
es of worship. It also covers restric-
tions on religious practices and ri-
tuals not directly tied to worship,
such as burial practices.

Chart 4 shows the number of
countries where there was govern-
ment harassment of religious
groups and government interfe-
rence in worship.

The report said that govern-
ment restrictions and social hostil-
ities often align closely, ie., the
lower the score on one index, the
lower the score on the other too
generally, and vice-versa.



Social Hostilities Index (SHI)/Wﬁ'ﬂ-T AT H\il'EFIEF

India’s SHI Score / AR &T SHI THR:

e India scored 9.3/10, the highest among 198 countries in 2022.
« AR o7 2022 & 198 <2lf & 9.3/10 TR foham, S F&d 318® g

e Scores above 7.2 are considered “very high.”

-7.2®H%Wﬁ“a§?r 3Td” HIT ST &



Indicators / §ehdeh:Includes mob violence, religious
harassment, terrorism, and conflicts over religious
conversions.

THIROT &l ofhy oy A g




Government Restrictions Index (GRI)/W gfa«er W

India’s GRI Score / A &T GRI TR

e India scored 6.4/10, categorized as “high.”
¢ IR o 6.4/10 TR fhar, 5 “Iza” Foft & T@r =)

e Scores above 6.6 are considered “very high.”

¢ 6.6 3P THIT I ‘Sgd 3TT” AT el gl



* Measures / 391
* Laws and policies limiting religious
beliefs and practices.
- i faearat 3R l;rzma‘r I O
AT A dTel Flfa

AfaT|

* Bureaucratic rules requiring religious
groups to register for benefits.

o ¢TfHe FHGI HI ATH IIod il
% T GeleuT &1 3TaeIHTI . |




- Global Comparisons / 3/Rae® efell

* High GRI and SHI Scores / 3T GRI 3{iX SHI TR

* Only 12% of countries (25 nations) had “high” or “very high” scores for both
SHI and GRI in 2022.

o had 12% AT (25 TSEY) T SHI R GRITHIT 2022 H “ITI” AT

Hqu 5D'C,I” g;l-l-l
* Countries include India, Nigeria, Syria, Pakistan, Iraq, and Egypt.

¢ SoTH AR, ASoRAT, TR, drfehedrd, &, 3R AT enfde g




 Government Interference in Worship/tIEIT H IR gTdaly
« Extent of Interference / 8Ed&1T $r dr=T:

e Reported in 170 countries (86% of the studied nations).
- 17020 A Yoll H TR EA&TT S@T T (37T fhU 1T oMl
86%) |
* Types of Restrictions / Ufaael & Y&HK:
* Denial of access to places of worship.
+ IS ¥l 9% 9gd ¥ SoAPR|
* Restrictions on rituals and burial practices.

o 31o1%|o1\i 3T TR FT TATIHT 9T gia«aeT]




Key Findings / 9H& sy

Alighment of SHI and GRI / SHI 31X GRI &T HdH:

e Countries with higher SHI also tend to have higher GRI.

e 3T SHIATS 2T H GRI T 31Tk gIar gl

Harassment by Governments / G{&RI QAT 3cdist:

e 94% of countries reported verbal and physical harassment by authorities.

e 94% ¢l o TARIRAT garT Af@H IR ANRF 3cdiza Hr RarE &



Chart 1: The GRI (horizontal axis) and SHI (vertical axis) scores of 198

countries for the year 2022. The higher a country on the chart, the
more the religion-related hostilities by non-government players

SHI 2022
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Chart 2: The share and number of countries
(in bold) with high or very high GRI score over the years

2022 30%—59
2021 28%——55
2020 29% —57
2019 29% —57
2018 28% ——56
2017 26% 52
2016 28% ——55
2015 25% 50
2014 24% 47
2013 28% 55
2012 29% — 57
2011 28% ——56
2010 26% 51
2009 24% a7
2008 22% 43
2007 20% , 40
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Chart 3: The share and number of countries (in bold)
with high or very levels of religion-related
hostilities (SHI) over the years

2022 23% 45
2021 22% 43
2020 20% 40
2019 22% 43




5. Chart 3: The share and number of countries (in bold)
with high or very levels of religion-related
hostilities (SHI) over the years
hi
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RARE HONOUR

Bumrah named captain of Cricket
Australia’s Test team of the vear

SmeRm

~

Cricket Australia named Indian pacer Jasprit Bumrsh as

»

FILE PHOTO. AFP

UPSET WIN

Ipswich stuns Chelsea for fi
home win this season

n

of its Test team of the year, m-nm st fembirss Yoskuad usunl

beat Chetses 200

ECSTASY & AGONY

~

at home for the first time in

League this

The cthers

Root and Harry Brook, Rochis Ravineios s Matt Henry, Kamindu

Mendss and Keshav Maharay.

3 2
(Watkins 26-pen, Rogers 47) drew with Brighton 2 (Adingra 12,
Lamptey 81); ipswich 2 (Delap 12-pen, Hutchinson 53 bt Chelsea 0.

GETTYIMAGES

sixth straight Premier League game as
irvted 2-0 3% OKl Trafford on Monday to

candemnn Ruben Amorim’s side to its worst home run in the top ier

since the 19

PHENOMENAL F|

Belgian ultra-runner Dosogne ran

a marathon eve

day last year

2024,
covering 15,444 km and usng(sn 290 for bmu <an<«nua«n

The
strain during

Tos.
2 153k 4, Joelinton 13}

ot e e aimone o becorme the fit
for this

India’s willow-wielders have to find a way through

ENDIA IN AUS

SYDNEY

ate on Monday, the
light dimmed on the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG). S
desc o et
cleaning staff were busy re-
moving the waste that a
massive sporting contest
tends to generate, and Aus-
tralian cricketers lingered
ir

was rainbow and sunshine

two_previous tours, the
Border-Gavaskar _ Trophy
was secured. This time
sround, the visitors are

trailing ping to
draw level in the funal Test
commencing at Sydney on
Priday.

remains
touh op oppcnel'l! i fts back:
yard, and this was evident
on the concluding day of
the fourth Test. India was
cruising at 121 for three,
and this after a middle ses-
sion in which Yashasvi Jais-
wal and Rishabh Pant sta-
bilised the second innings.
Suddenly, violating his
own self-imposed restraint
103

was the game's llpplng

tours of Australia have forced a closure to

poing. From 121 for four, In-
dia slid to 155 all out.

“The beaurty of Test crick-
et is that it also offers space
for a stalemate. However,
in the: frenetic times of
winning at all costs, a draw
is seen as an aberration.
Buta draw was indeed pos
stble for tndia and. that
hinged on Jaiswal and Pant
stretching their fourth-
wicket partnership. It was
not to be. An old trulsm is
that batters who are set
need to cash in.

‘When Kapil got the axe
In 1984, following rush-of-
blood shots by Kapil Dev

nd Sandeep Patil
England at Delhi, the seloc:
tors wielded the axe. It was
obviously an extreme mea-
sure and one that will not
find an echo in these days
letting a player reveal his

natural vibe. Still, Pant has
to find a method in his
madness.

If youngsters like Jalswal
and Pant did the hard
yards but slipped at the fi-
nal hurdle, e ling
performance of veterans
like skipper Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli derailed
the team. In the past, a
tour of Australia has forced
a closure to pedigreed In-
dian stars. Dilip Vengsar-
kar felt this effect after the

1991-92 tour. It was the
same for Rahul Dravid and
VV.S. Laxman fol

l‘hell 201112 visit.
m Under, either le-

ced Indian stars;

ket
of T201s, while still bemg
In the mix for Tests and
DI, the capeain and his
predece: need
Perform.

Sadly, the efforts of Jas-
prit Bumrah, Nitish Kumar
Reddy and Washington
Sundar in the fourth Test
went in vain. It is time the
batting clicks. Rahul
has been an exception but

board is a non-negotial
requirement and India's
willow-wielders have 1o
respect that. There may be
speculation about the se-
lectors’ cold-tap on the
shoulder, but for now Syd-
ney awaits.

—

- -

Pant has to strike a balance between his cavalier approach and team'’s prospects

Turning point: Pant’s attemoted big shot off Head cost India dearly in the Melbourme Test AP

+Vaishali advances to
World blitz quarterfinals

Sports Burean

R_ Vaishali moved into the
quarterfinals of the wo-
maire wmu blitz chess

In  New
York., lopplng the league
stage. She was the only In-
dian to make it to knockout
rounds.

Valahall did that I style,
opped the

polnls. one more than top
ed Lei Tingjie of China.

Vaishali, seeded 2ist,

will take on Zhu Jines in the
Koneru

ninth: only the top eight
progre

Among the other Indian
women, Divya Deshmukh
and vantika Agrawal fin-

ished 18th and 19¢h respec-
tively while D. Harika was
22nd. It was a disappoint-

vaishall. ioe

ing show by the Indians in
the open event. best
placed among them was R

make the knockout were
the top seed Magnus Carl-
sen, fresh from his jeans
controversy, Fablano Ca-
ruana, Alireza Firouzja and
Ian Nepomniachechl, who
was n the
tie-breaks were applied.

Indians’ standings: Open: &
Pragnansndhas (8.5 points) 23rd

SOt Rsunak Sadhwa

Arjun Erigatsi [ nunmmm

Chithambaram (7) 63; V.

7167 Weommen: 7 Volshal 5.9 1;

Koneru Humey (83, Divya
Deshmukh (7} 18; Vantika
Agarmsl [7) 19; D Haria

Vaisha-
Ii's younger brother who
was placed 237d. The high-
estseeded Indian. Arjun
Erigaisi, ended up in the
64th position.

n event was a
ﬁzn:el) contested affair in
the league stage, as 10
rs tied for the first
spot, scoring 9.5 points
each. Among the eight to

pen: 1.8;1an
Hopcesalactachl Vol ksl
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Be

ngal regains the

Santosh Trophy

HYDERABAD

West Bengal re-asserted its
supremacy in the Santosh
Trophy national football
championship, clinching
the title for a record 33rd
time with a 1-0 win over
Kerala in the final of the
78th edition at the GMC Ba-
layogi Stadium here on

The match-winner came

through Robi Hansda in ad-
ded time of hall

when he picked up a head-
er from Aditya Thapa into
the bax and slotted the ball

froflrighebig hangaraj
award for player-ofthe-
championship.

Both the awards carried
a cash prize of 21 lakh each
were given by anga-
na State Government.

The resutt: Fimal: West Eengal 2
{Robi

Bengal won Its 33rd tithe. SPECAL ASRANGEMENT

Hyderabad Toofans opens account with shootout win over Delhi Pipers

A \
scneraa

Delighted bunch: Hyderabad Toofans players celebrate a Strike. w. VEoHAN
cm

HIL

Uthra Ganesan
ROURKELA

0 goals in a space of one
minute capltalising on de-
fensive blunders by Delhi
SG Pipers and holding
nerve in a tense sudden
death helped Hyderabad
Toofans get its first point

fensive and counter-attack-

ing play of Hydersbad
appeared to have the up-

r hand against a Delhi
team that seems to be lack:
ing firepower up front but
continue to play attacking

hockey, relying on s
youngsters Singh
and Aditya Lalage with

Shamsher Singh and Raj-
kumar Pal bringing in the
experience.

Gameplan

But with Gonzalo peillat in
. Hyderabad'’s

pnon!les were always

«conds of each other in the
10th minute and slammed

~
The game picked up tempo past
e bre sk with the teams.
exchanging control and
possession but nerther could
ke thei chances court

in by Peillant and Aman-
deep Lakra respectively -
to go up 2-0 early on.

To Delhi's credit, it did
not go into panic mode.
Although both the PCs
conceded were due to de-
fensive lapses, the team
ook the nity at the
first :Ilne -Out to recover
and oup, gradually
pushing forward fromboth

playing back deeper, man-
aged to hold the Delhi for-
war Corey

Weyer's precise diagonal
pass bisected the field to
ake Whetton who put Dil-
) throvgh and the young:
ster lifted into the net
the 20th minute to pull e
back.

Rennie to the rescue
The game picked up tempo
post the break with the
teams exc ontrol

and possession but nefther
Could make thelr chances

finally levelled in the 49th

minute. Two PCs in the dy-

ing minutes of the game for
rabads went waste

well as teams entered the

shootout.

Dixon denies Yamasaki
Having won fts
in sh

Gented by Dominic Dixon.
The resutt:

tyderabad Toofans 2 (mandeep
Lakra 10, Gonzalo Pediat 11} drew
with DSGP 2 {Dilewj Singh 20,
Gareth 45).

Toofans won 5.6 wa shectout.

Amx

-+




Bengal regains the
Santosh Trophy

Sports Bureau
HYDERABAD

West Bengal re-asserted its
supremacy in the Santosh
Trophy national football
championship, clinching
the title for a record 33rd
time with a 1-0O win over
Kerala in the final of the
78th edition at the GMC Ba-
layogi Stadium here on
Tuesday.

The match-winner came
through Robi Hansda in ad-
ded time of the second-half

when he picked up a head-
er from Aditya Thapa into
the box and slotted the ball
in from close range.

Robi Hansda bagged the
Tulasidas Balaram award
for player-of-the-final and
also the Peter Thangaraj
award for player-of-the-
championship.

Both the awards carried
a cash prize of X1 lakh each
were given by the Telanga-
na State Government.

The result: Final: West Bengal 1
(Robi Hansda 90+4) bt Kerala 0.

Organising
body

Founded
Region

Number of
teams

Related
competitions
International
cup(s)
Current
champions

Most
successful
team(s)
Television
broadcasters

—

AlFF

1941; 84 years ago
India

Group stage: 36
Final round: 12

National Games

Asian Champion Club
Tournament (1967-70)

West Bengal (33rd title)

West Bengal (33 titles)

SSEN 2 (online streaming)
SportsKPI

SportsCast India

Prasar Bharati Sports
(YouTube)



KNOW YOUR VITAL STATS

Migraine, sinus or tension?
How to tell headaches apart

According to the World Health Organisation
(WHO0), almost half of all adults experience
a headache at least once a year. But not

every headache is the same 5\

TYPES OF HEADACHES

&

Tension headache  Migraine - Cluster headache

Happens around Typically - Happens in bouts,
the back of the - occurs on just . typically on one
head, the temples one side of . side and behind

and the forehead = the head or around an eye

2" a

Post-traumatic ~ Medication Sinus headache

headache . overuse - Happens inside
Frequently occurs  Location may . the forehead,
in the temples, vary from person | cheekbones and
forehead and neck = to person - nasal cavity
Women are 2-3 | They are also | But more
times more likely = 1.5 times more . men get
to suffer from - likely to get | cluster

migraine than men ' tension headaches ' headaches

Source: MedicalNewsToday



Japan uses stem cells for

MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS cornea transplant; three ~ First pig-to-human
get sight back kidney transplant
AND RESEARCH THAT sl i st
GAVE US HOPE IN 2024 S e O s with
successfully transplanted in nonhuman

three people with severely organs, Richard

Cutting-edge CAR-T Augmented reality for damaged b SOOTVRNG 6 YRR ON
cell cancer therapy, weight-loss surgery Come the firstpersan ever to undergo
now made in India @ In another first, a bariatric surgeon N Allthrea haie successful pig kidney transplant.
@ That too, at one-tenth the cost. from Delhi used an Apple Vision Pro augmented greatly improved vision now, Slayman had a good recovery and
Mumbai-based biotech company reality device to perform weight-loss surgery with no major side effects. was able to stop dialysis, doctors
ImmunoACT came up with on a 45-year-old patient who weighed 155kg. The interactive Clinical trials are planned in said, but he died from his late-stage
NexCAR19 — a desi version of the 3D environment provided by AR helped the surgeon see March to further assess the condition two months later.

chimeric antigen complex anatomical structures with much greater clarity. treatment's efficacy.

receptor (CAR)

T-cell therapy first New gene therapy restores Delhi beagle gets hybrid heart surgery

3;0%952210;;:&'1:0 UK toddler’s hearing @ Juliet, a seven-year-old beagle afflicted with

; Mitral valve disease, underwent a minimally-

treat blood cancer ® Opal Sandy had lived all 18 months of her invasive Transcatheter Edge-to-Edge Repai: (TEER)

so far, this cutting- life without being able to hear anything, in Delhi, an entirely image-guided procedure dubbed
edge treatment is also effective until a 16-minute surgery gave her a working the furst' in Asia and the second in the world. The 7
for brain cancer and autoimmune copy of the gene thought to have caused her common heart condition is a major cause of canine
diseases. NexCAR19 offers hope for deafness. Now, she can hear almost perfectly. deaths worldwide. This hybrid ‘beating heart
low and middle-income countries More deaf children in the UK, Spain, and the surgery was first performed at Colorado state
that cannot afford prohibitively US will participate in this gene therapy trial university a couple of years ago.
expensive cancer treatment. over the next five years.
Egypt becomes malaria-free Mumbai teen gets 1st shoulder-level arm transplant

@ Anamta Ahmad, a 15-year-old from Goregaon, Mumbai was the first in
the world, and the youngest to get a shoulder-level arm transplant after
touching a livewire caused critical burns in her right arm. “Her muscles,
blood vessels and nerves were severely damaged. We almost had to work
inside the chest to repair them,” said plastic surgeon Dr Nilesh Satbhai who
performed her transplant in September.

® “The disease that plagued pharaohs now belongs to its
history,” WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said in October after certifying that almost 100 years of anti-
mosquito efforts have finally rid Egypt of malaria. It’s the third
country in the WHO's eastern Mediterranean Region to get a
clean bill, following the UAE and Morocco
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ISRO prepares for

Chandrayaan-4

NEWS » PAGE 5

groundwater

waR sHORTAGES
Gaza babies dying
of cold, say medics
WORLD » PAGE 14

School dropout
rates worsen in
Bihar and Assam

Dim scene in Gujarat,
Karnataka, Ra

cREDITABLE SHOW
Vaishali claims bronze
in World blitz chess

SPORT » PAGE 16

BJP, asks quiwal
~NEW DELI

Asm Aadmi Party [AAP) chiet
Arvind Kegriwal has written to
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(ASS) chief Mohan Bhagwat
asking If the Sangh Parivar's
mother ship supports the
actions of P eaders who
have aliegedty been
distributing money to buy
votes in Delhi. 3 PAGE 5

After 40 years, taxic waste tying
2t the Union Carbide factory
Sie after the tragedy that

amid heavy security. » PAGE 4

Will accept the Supreme Court’s
decision on Dallewal stir: Centre

Farmer leader’s hunger strike enters 37th ddy m:up~ lezunng the protest say they wﬂl not mlem unless dem.mch are met;
Samyukt i byva by the

Kisan Morcha turns down i

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI/ CHANDIGARH

jon  Agriculture
U Minister Shivraj
smeh . Choutan

said here on
that the Centre will abide
by the Supreme Court’s di-
rections on the indefinite
hunger strike by farmer
leader Joglit Singh Dalle-

-m Sipreme Conrrt 12
looking into the matt
will accept whatever e
sion the top court takes,”
Mr.Chouhan said at a press
conference.

However, farmer and
farm labourer groups that
have been camping on the

of

Net GST collection
growth slumps to
3.3% in December

Farmer outfits are seek-

nds.

Farmers under the ban-
ner of the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMAM) and Samy-
ukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political), the two umbrella

rmers” agitation in Pun-

an-mw-.r, =

T

For a way out: Union Agricufure Minister Shivra) Singh Chouhan
Kot

¥
Punjab and Haryana since
February 13, 2024 declared

met, even as Mr.
hunger strike entered the
7th day.

during &
in the coming days~ he
said

He asked the Aam Aad-
mi Par rnment in
Punjab to pass a resolution
in favour of the farmers"

in the

shi Bnavan in New Dedni. e11

ded. A group of 101 farmers
had m.

.
the Centre is in slumber.
We will continue to surus-
gle until our demands a
fet. Dates for the ‘Delhi
march’ will be announced

“Besides, the AAP govern-
ment should reject the
Centre’s draft National Pol-
icy Framework on Agricul-

keting” he ad-

ments put in place by the

Haryana  government,
their foot march had come
o0 a hale.

Court

Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM), the umbrella

the SKM to join its meeting
on Friday.

~SKM in principle does
not accept intervention of
the Court because the

Stumbling growth

s

The chart shows growth rates of the gross and net
T revenues from Aprit 2024 to December 2

Net growth s

5
Al 2024 June 2024

Aug 2024

ot 2024 Dec. 2034

Vilcas Dhoot
NEW DELH

India’s Goods and
Services Tax (GST) receipts

icy issues with the Centre
and hence the Court has
no role to play. In this con-
text, SKM expresses its in-
ability to accept the mvita-
tion for the discussion by

sting for refunds,
slumped to 3.3%, the weak-
est in fnancial year
2024-2S.
Decembers gross GST
. for transactions
done in November, were a
tad under 21.77 lakh crore,
hitting a three-month low

Truck mows down 10 New Year revellers in New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS,

A U.S. citizen with an Is-
Lamic State flag “hell-bent”
on “carnage” drove a pick-
up truck at high speed into
a crowd of New Year revell-
ers in New Orleans on
‘Wednesday, killing at least
10 people and injuring
more than 35

The FBI identified the
attacker as Shamsud-Din
Jabbar, a 42-year-old “UL.S.
citizen from Texas".

Bombs found in truck
He was fatally shotin an ex-
of gunfire with the

Potential
B e S
i his truck.

“The FBI is working to
determine the subject's po-
tential assoclations and af-
filiations with terrorist or-

ons,” the FBI
in a statement.
The police said the Inck

police.
made

dent ook place around
the heart of the
Quar-

many peopl
he possibly could.” Police
Superintendent Anne Kirk-
patrick told presspersons.

. ~The
is no justification for vie-
lence of any

will not tolerate any artack
on any of our nation's com-

made clear the suspect was
American.

Traghe start: Police Investigators suround a white truck that drove Into 2 crowd In New Orteans, Louisiana, on Wednesday. A

Part of the sharper mod-

ation in net collections®
Srowth visdvis gross re-
celpts, can be explained by
2 45.3% uptick in refunds

taxpayers,  which
touched 22,466 crore. Net
receipts stood at 21,54,366

ons. By contrast, domes-
tic refunds were up 31% In
December, and refunds to

exporters were up 64.5%.
Prior to refunds, reve-
nues from domestic tran-
sactions were up £.4% in
December, lower than the
94% growth in November,
le revenues from im-

growth of X in f1s Budges
Srithmetle for chis yem
T kitty growth is

partner at KPM«.
expected _that
Erowth will Inch nor
this quarter, the GST col-
lections should mirror the
same” he said.

Domestic  transactions
grew about 8%, as four
States recorded a contrac-

mont
with revenues dropping
27% in December.

Cacirnii in large States

14 States reported 8% or
higher growth, led by Sik-
kim (30%), Haryana (28%)
and Punjab (22%), but a

Kerala Hindu bodies differ on
men wearing shirts in temples

xOCH!

Major Hindu organisations
in Kerala are divided over a
stion to allow men to
wear shirts while entering

the Yogam.
Travancore and Gu-

Ukraine halts transit of Russian gas to Europe

date on the Telegram mes-

Ky

Ukraine

on
haked Russian gas suppilies

n.wzyu
Boards, which manage ma-
for cemples in the State, are
yet © ir posi-
tions on the issue.

INSS general secretary G.

ust

Swami  Sathchidananda

had given a call to end the

practice of men re

shirts in temples, terming

B

him, Chief Minister Pina-

rayl Vijayan said his words
the refc ‘mes-

s;lge of Sree Narayana Gu-

™ White the Sree Narayana
Dharma Paripalana  Yo-
cm
3

has
declded to renew its call
ing_me: wear
Enirts, the Nair Service So-
clety (NSS) has left & to the
d of individual

temple authorities.

~The Yogam will direct
all its office-bearers to end
the outdated practice in
the temples managed by
them,” said Vellapally Na-
tesan, general secretary of

Nair smd u is
more

through s pipeline net-
the end of

ar.
Ukraine's Energy Minis-
ter Herman Halushchenko

tice and Svould be beter if
left to the individual tem-
ple authorities to decide.

s. Radhakrishnan Porty,
state general secretary of
the Akhila Kerala Thanthri

lactan of the deley, which
can be sel

morning 1 that

has done today.”
lushchenko said in an up-

bility of the gas fows con-
nuing if payments to Russia
were withheld unnl the
‘war ends.

Russian
energy company Ga:
said in a statement on. \I\‘ed

sate-owned

Even as Russian troops

Key links: An UncerEround gas storage faciity In Lviv, Ukoaine. A7

and tanks moved into Uk-

the gas and
Ukraine took transit fees.

Before the war, Russia
suppl of the
EU's pipeline natural gas_
Gas flowed through four pi-
peline eystems, one under

Balric St through
Belarus and Poland, one

Turkiye

ck as
Norway and the U- S: bed
the gap, becoming the two
largest suppliers.




Ukraine halts transit of Russian gas to Europe

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukraine on Wednesday
halted Russian gas supplies
to European customers
through its pipeline net-
work after a pre-war transit
deal expired at the end of
last year.

Ukraine’s Energy Minis-
ter Herman Halushchenko
confirmed on Wednesday
morning that Kyiv had
stopped the transit “in the
interest of national securi-
ty”. “This is a historic
event. Russia is losing mar-
kets and will incur finan-
cial losses. Europe has al-
ready decided to phase out
Russian gas, and [this]
aligns with what Ukraine
has done today,” Mr. Ha-
lushchenko said in an up-

date on the Telegram mes-
saging app.

At a summit in Brussels
last month, Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy vowed that Kyiv
would not allow Moscow to
use the transits to earn
“additional billions... on
our blood, on the lives of
our citizens.” But he had
briefly held open the possi-
bility of the gas flows conti-
nuing if payments to Russia
were withheld until the
war ends.

Russian  state-owned
energy company Gazprom
said in a statement on Wed-
nesday that it “has no tech-
nical and legal possibility”
of sending gas through Uk-
raine, due to Kyiv's refusal
to extend the deal.

Even as Russian troops

Key link: An underground gas storage facility in Lviv, Ukraine. AFP

and tanks moved into Uk-
raine in 2022, Russian nat-
ural gas Kkept flowing
through the country’s pi-
peline network to Europe,
under a five-year agree-
ment. Gazprom earned
money from the gas and
Ukraine took transit fees.

Before the war, Russia
supplied nearly 40% of the
EU’s pipeline natural gas.
Gas flowed through four pi-
peline systems, one under
the Baltic Sea, one through
Belarus and Poland, one
through Ukraine and one
under the Black Sea

through  Turkiye to
Bulgaria.
Energy crisis

After the war started, Rus-
sia cut off most supplies
through the Baltic and Be-
larus-Poland pipelines, cit-
ing disputes over a de-
mand for payment in
roubles. The Baltic pipe-
line was blown up in an act
of sabotage, but details of
the attack remain murky.

The Russian cutoff
caused an energy crisis in
Europe. Germany had to
shell out billions of euros
to set up floating terminals
to import liquefied natural
gas that comes by ship. Us-
ers cut back as prices rose.
Norway and the U.S. filled
the gap, becoming the two
largest suppliers.



Ukraine Halts Russian Gas Transit:Ukraine stopped the transit of Russian gas to Europe
as the pre-war transit deal expired at the end of 2023.

gohel o 2023 & 3Hd H Y-Fe¥ URIHAST FHSIIAT FATC gl T AT & 4T
I & IRETHST HT U fe&m|

Reason / fRUT:Ukraine’s Energy Minister cited "national security" as the primary
reason.

Tshol & Foll HAT o TSI JI&T" I TAfAS HROT TdrAT



Energy Crisis:

Impact on Europe / II;{’I'CI' QI 9ATd

e Russia supplied nearly 40% of the EU’s pipeline natural gas before the war.
o U U U &H JUUT HY HT UISTAS Wiehicieh I ol ofarstal 40% 3Tfel el
AT

e After the war, Europe faced an energy crisis as Russia cut off supplies through Baltic and
Belarus-Poland pipelines.

oY & d1G, T o dlicceh AR JAEH-Ulels TSTASA! & HAEIH & MY J6 T
&, S Ed qU9 & St dehe YeT g3l




Germany’s Response:

e Germany invested billions in floating terminals to import liquefied natural

gas (LNG).
o ST & TRellhd UTehfdeh I (LNG) IR e & faw weltfear
cTHeTell H 3Er & foaer fhar

New Suppliers:

e Norway and the U.S. stepped in as major suppliers.

o Al R ARG 9AG Yfcierdl §o1 T




Pipeline Sabotage:

e The Baltic pipeline was destroyed in an act of sabotage, with details remaining
unclear.

o difcee TIBSUASA dISHIS A oI5 g 18, 3R fQavor 3egse 9o g37 &l

Historical Significance:

e This marks a significant shift in the European energy market, reducing dependence on

Russian gas.

¢« Ig AN Fofl SR H Ueh FAgeaqul dgeld g, fordel &1 39 9v fAsiar

FH FHT AT
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Botanist Manilal who revived
Hortus malabaricus dies

K.S. Manilal, the botanist who brought the
nt botanical treasure Hortus malabaricus to
dnesday at

Univer:
dedicated around 35 years to researching,

an
a 7th century Latin mamscripe complled by
Hendrik Adrian van Rheede.

Case filed against organisers
of dance event in Kochi

The Kerala Police have reglstered a cass on.

charges of

cheating and criminal
against four persons, including e pmpnemr of
the dance

2 firm that organised

Jawaharlal International Stadium in Kaloor,

deliver on the

rs falled o
Promises given to the participants.

event at the

Newborn dies in A.P. as lack
of road delays medical aid

Vulnerable Tribal Group. The hamlet, and its
surrounding villages, are bereft of road access.

4
hea

T.M. Krishna honoured
with ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’

The musician has attracted you

audiences into the Carnatic music fold. says Music Academy

President N. Murali; Parassala Ravi and Geetha Raja conferred the title of ‘Sangita aacharya’

T Keishna recetves the Sengha Kalanided this from Do

Humanistic Sludlzs inthe

Just about the number of
People who gathered here.
For me, It was not about

I think what

me was that_everybody

here on that day was here
S o wexy pecsomal reascer
And I left

ing
Sith 2 Lot of hepe and & 1t
gfjey but above all, eruth.”

Geetha Raja were con-
ferred the title of ‘Sangita
Kalaa 2" and Dr. Mar-
garet Bastin was the reci-
lent  of “Musicologist
Award 2024". Thiruvaiyya-

mha-
murthy received the TTK
Award.

Speaking at the event,
. Murali, President, The

10 the fold of Carnatic mus-
those outside  it,
panlcuh.rly younger au-
diences, it is Shri TM.
Krishna " he said.
“The Carnatc music
ecosystem needs such an

ready happening. which,
involved iIn

Christmas Day was
"\veryhighqualky and the
from the au-

Alenon ~was truly over

classical performing arts,
need to take serious note
Mr. Murali said Mr.
na  “distinguished
himself in the role as the
President of the 95% An-

ova-

use and standing
o thas the s artist received

ing with such energy and

nual nd Con-

“iis brilliance absofute-
1y shone through the entire
season. The academic ses-
sions have been spe:
curated for the first time in
over 20 years with an ove-

sa

rarching theme ‘Aesthetics
and Synaesthetics: Reflec-
tions on Raga in Indian
Arr'.” he said.

“Non-stop action”
Upon receiving the title,
AMr. Krishna, who thanked

invited to organise a music
festival in 2015 in Uroor OF

can get very lonely.”

asd.

Mr. Krishna recalled his
experiences of performing
at The Music Academy on
December 25. “It was not

David Shul-
man said Carnatic music
possesses the power to
change and change so-
mething in reality as well.
“One of the features of Car-

that kind of transforma-
don, part of it, of course,

¥ Vijayan at

Pinaca
in Thi

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayl Visayan on Wedn

So0d firtn on his stand that

should

he ang
rating the Stvagiri pilgrim-
Tuesday, Mr. Vi-
Jayan sald he stood firm on
what he had said. On the
BJP’s allegation that he had
insukted S:

of the 92n0
uram on Tuesday. #T

‘Guru played lead
role in rectifying

Sanatana Dharma’

move their shirts be-
fore entering temples say-
that good

Dharma
for “vote bank politics,” Mr
Vijayan said there Is no
need to link the Guru with
Sanatana Dharm:

tana Dharma.
n :m the Guru played the

rectifying it
i ety S

you examine its
history.”

e albe ‘reiterared his
support to Sivagiri Math
president Swami Sathchi-

op charge
Meanwhile, Leader of the
Opposition V.D. Satheesan
contested the Chief Minis-

T Sa
Dharma and Varnashrama
. an inflexible set of

na Dharma, which profess-
es welfare, was

temples should end :he
practice of making devo-

the collective culture of the
people of Indsa.

CPI(M) renews
efforts to mend
ties with Nair
Service Society

KOTTAYAM

Just as preparations for the

148th Mannam Jayanti cele-

brations were in full swing

at the Nair Service Society

@S$) headquarters at Pe-
runna,

Jatha led by Pad-
‘manabhan.

The event, organised by
the CPIMW's
sery area ittee, was
ostensibly part of the run-
up to the party’s fourday
district conference in Kot

- chuns
ogni-

's pivocal
1

ongotng
strained relationship with
the influential commmumnity
organisation, a rift that
deepened affer the Sabari-
mala women’s entry Issue
in 2018.

“The choice of Perunna

Festive beginning

= Students at a

ahead of the Kerala School Arts Festival. sPeEciaL

C.T. Ravi case: no further
action unless fresh plaint is
filed, says Council Chairman

HUBBALLL

audio-video evidence re-

what transpired in
the Legislative Council
December 19, he would not
be able to

step as he had already
ruled on the st

Mr. Horati said th he
received the com t by
Ikar on

M. Hy Decem-
ber 19, 2024, regarding recording. 1 had given the
Member of x ruli the issue in adhe-
uncil C.T. Ravi using de-  rence to the procedures
rogatory terms and ions of the
when the House was ad-  Council” he said.
Journed for few minuces. The chair: said that
Subsequently, Mr. Ravihad  after the subsequent deve-
file, using Mr

Ravi's arvest and release on
bail, he had received a

video clip of the purported

incident and had also said

that she would file another
‘with

er action as per the Council
regulations in consultation
with the Council secretar-
ies and experts.” he said.

Banking on technology, India’s weatherman to turn 150 on Jan. 15

BENGALURU

lar reporting, and sclentific

From a common conversa-
tion starter to the deciding
ctor for ous

stands out as the sole polit- | India Meteorological De-
(IMD) has been
the event telling pecple about sunny,
2amanabhan’s contribu- | rainy. and wintry d dzys far
tions” observed a senlor | overa

e
ding to him, the
has m.
tent efforts to engage
with the NSS through its

tries Minister P. Rajeeve
and D Minister

completing 150 years of
service.

According to the depart-
ment, the IMD is one of the
earliest de-

(then) Madras in 1793.
While the number gradual-

S MAHRISHA

y . th
standards of instruments,
and the time of observ
tions_ were not fixed and
the

V.N_ Vasavan.
c

created for sys-
tematic observal tion, regu-

<could not
be utilised for predicting
purposes.

Among its major break-
throughs through its evolu-

Iy Weather Report in 1878,
of

dar age and flood Met ser-

The Somneneeraert af G
global satellite era in 1960-

1970, 1 nitoring
and better forecasting up
to 24 n 19711983,

the Indian Satellite era in
19841990, and the age
modernisation
Between 2014 and 2023,
there was rapid advance-
ment in abservation, com-
and modelling

Eacilicies, paradigm shift fn

“Accordingly. there was
of

six regions of the country,
ywhich are further assisted
by 26

Céntres (MCs) at the State
level

C.5 Paell. Scieniss and
Director. IMD Bengal
sald now, with changes in
weather patterns, increase
in and an

boasts advanced

logical instruments, state-
of-the-art computing plat-
for 3 ather and di-

mate prediction models,

creasing number of ex-
treme weather events
across the world, the im-
portance of et De-
partment and its work has

and
services, and significant
improvement in all fronts,

tion were the
of the first chart in 1877,
preparation of the first Dai-

based on obser-
wvational data, followed by
the of

tion, modelling, and

and forecasting systems,
and dissemina-
tion systems. With its head-
quarters in Delhi, & has six

further.
"l\kreorologca.l servic-
utilised in va-

Regional
Centres (RMCs) catering to




T.M. Krishna honoured
with ‘Sangita Kalanidhi’

The musician has attracted younger audiences into the Carnatic music fold, says Music Academy

President N. Murali; Parassala Ravi and Geetha Raja conferred the title of ‘Sangita Kalaacharya’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

enowned Carnatic

musician T.M.

Krishna was con-
ferred the title of ‘Sangita
Kalanidhi 2024’ by Profes-
sor David Shulman, Chair,
Renee Lang Professor of
Humanistic Studies, and
former professor of Indian
Studies and Comparative
Religion, Hebrew Universi-
ty, Jerusalem at the 98th
Conference and Concerts
— Sadas, the traditional
oriental convocation — of
The Music Academy in
Chennai on Wednesday.

Parassala Ravi and
Geetha Raja were con-
ferred the title of ‘Sangita
Kalaacharya’ and Dr. Mar-
garet Bastin was the reci-
pient of ‘Musicologist
Award 2024’. Thiruvaiyya-
ru Brothers S. Narasimhan
and S. Venkatesan, and
violinist H.K. Narasimha-
murthy received the TTK
Award.

Speaking at the event,
N. Murali, President, The
Music Academy, and Direc-
tor, The Hindu Group Pu-
blishing Private Limited,
said Mr. Krishna’s concert
on Christmas Day was of
“very high quality” and the
response from the au-
dience “was truly over-
whelming. The rapturous
applause and standing ova-
tion that the artist received
were incredible”.

“All in all, the rasikas,
young and old, were in
such high spirits and burst-
ing with such energy and

| Mesie Acalome |

.&{‘_ i l

T.M. Krishna receives the Sangita Kalanidhi title from David
Shulman, Chair, Renee Lang Professor of Humanistic Studies, in the
presence of N. Murali, President, Music Academy. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

enthusiasm that the whole
atmosphere was surreal in
a sense. I would dare say
that, if at all there is a mus-
ician who could attract in-
to the fold of Carnatic mus-
ic those outside it,
particularly younger au-
diences, it is Shri T.M.
Krishna,” he said.

“The Carnatic music
ecosystem needs such an
induction sorely as there
are structural changes al-
ready happening, which,
institutions involved in
classical performing arts,
need to take serious note
of”

Mr. Murali said Mr.
Krishna  “distinguished
himself in the role as the
President of the 98" An-
nual Conference and Con-
certs”.

“His brilliance absolute-
ly shone through the entire
season. The academic ses-
sions have been specially
curated for the first time in
over 20 years with an ove-

rarching theme ‘Aesthetics
and Synaesthetics: Reflec-
tions on Raga in Indian
Art’,” he said.

‘Non-stop action’

Upon receiving the title,
Mr. Krishna, who thanked
the people of Uroor Olcott
Kuppam, along with his
friends and family, said his
life changed after he was
invited to organise a music
festival in 2015 in Uroor Ol-
cott Kuppam in Chennai.
“My life over the past de-
cade or so has had many
rounds of disturbances.
Many have lasted about a
month or so, but 2024 was
different. It was about
eight months of non-stop
action, if you can call it
that. I know I'm tough, but
sometimes, it is hard and it
can get very lonely,” he
said.

Mr. Krishna recalled his
experiences of performing
at The Music Academy on
December 25. “It was not

just about the number of
people who gathered here.
For me, it was not about
that. It was not about the
applause. It was not about
the standing ovation. It
was not about the screams
or the howls and happi-
ness. No, I think what
made it unprecedented for
me was that everybody
here on that day was here
for a very personal reason.
And I left that morning
with a lot of hope and a lot
of joy, but above all, truth,”
he said.

Professor David Shul-
man said Carnatic music
possesses the power to
change self and change so-
mething in reality as well.
“One of the features of Car-
natic music is that you’re
just capable of changing
your life and also changing
something in reality. Let
me say that part of the rea-
son for this, the magic of
that kind of transforma-
tion, part of it, of course,
has to do with the tremen-
dous interpenetration and
interdependence and
more than symbiosis of the
text, the verbal text, and
the musical, melodic and
rhythmic text. It’s one of
the strongest features of
this entire tradition, be-
cause Carnatic music, we
all know it’s a music of
compositions... as a com-
positional framework, and
even if the composition ex-
ceeds itself in the course of
performance, and wed-
ding together of words and
sounds, that’s a magical
combination,” he said.




* T.M. Krishna Honored:
 Renowned Carnatic musician T.M. Krishna was conferred the title of 'Sangita
Kalanidhi 2024' by Professor David Shulman at the Music Academy’s 98th
Conference in Chennai
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* Other Awards / 31 PWEHR

e Sangita Kalaacharya Title:
e Conferred to Parassala Ravi and Geetha Raja.

. URFT I 3R Far e A gl
Sl &7 W&ae fgar =)
* Musicologist Award 2024:
* Awarded to Dr. Margaret Bastin.

- 31. AN aiffea 1 'FYfFFldifoiee 3ars
2024' f&ar |

* TTK Award:
* Presented to violinist H.K. Narasimhamurthy. '
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« . Contributions of T.M. Krishna / &Y.UH. HSOTT I O ICCAGI

* Described as someone who attracts younger audiences to Carnatic
Music.

e Carnatic music & 9fa {I’ETIHT $T T Toa H HIR|

* Initiated Uroor Olcott Kuppam Festival in 2015 to make music more
inclusive.

-2o1sﬁmmwmﬂawﬁm oaa gfia g9t &
forT gersr =l

* Advocated for structural reforms in the Carnatic music ecosystem.

o Fhellceh FIMld & 8T H TLAcHS GUR HT Tehreld H




* T.M. Krishna’s Remarks / €I.TH. ST 1 fecqoft
* Shared his journey of non-stop action and transformation since 2015.

¢ 2015 ¥ IMAR FihIdr 3R gRader FT 39T IrET IS FH

* Highlighted the importance of unity between text, music, and
emotions in Carnatic compositions.
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Bhuvnesh Kumar takes

charge as UIDAI CEO

Bhuvnesh wok
er of the U

as the Chief

nique Identification

Authority of India (U1IDAD, which administers
Aadhaar, on A Wi e batch

1AS officer of the Utta:
Additional Secretary at the

cadre, is an
Ninistry of

a past
he will continue to hold after this appointment.
-batch

1AS officer of the C: h cadre, who was
also MEITY Additional Secretary prior to his June
2023 ntment. Mr. Kumar has also served as

appols
a Joint Secretary at the Ministry.

‘Excessive nitrates found in
groundwater in 440 districts’

s that about 56% of India’s districts face the problem largely due to subsidised

Synthetic nitrogenous fertilizer, a key input for farming: a level more than 45 mg per litre is high

Report s =
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELE
nitrates
have been found in
er in 440
Qiscricts as of 2023, an n.

Crease from 359 stch dis-
trices in 2017, a report by
roundwas

the Cenatr: Gi ter
Board (CGWBEB) said on
Wednesday. This is a

nvironmental

a suggest that
about 56% of India's dis-

Five persons die inside well
in Jharkhand’s Hazaribag

Five persons died in fharkh.

and's Hazaribag

district, including four persons who tried to

others artempted to rescue him,
another,

rmali climbed down the

butallo!lhemdbedlns)delh
ub-divisional

B.N. Prasad. the
Bishnugarh

well*
police officer of

rge
to the use of subsidised
synthetic nitrogenous fer-

tilizer, a key input for
farming.
Of the 15,239 wa-

ter samples collected from
across the country for test-

ing, 19.8% had nitrates or

The Central Ground Water Board extimates that the stage of
ater extraction i 60.4%, the same since 2009 FLE PHOTO

49%, 48%, and 37%, res-

ly. of their tested

Teport says. However,
in cen s

regions
India are report-

above the safe limits. This
proportion has not shifted
much since 2017. In the

Rajasthan. Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu reported
the trate contam-
with

ination problem,

ing an increasing tre:

Concern in central and

southern regions of India,”
the report notes.

centration exceeding 100
(parts per billion).
Anything over 30 ppb of
uranium is considered un-
safe and several of these
samples were predomi-
nant in regions of Rajas-
than, Gujarat, Haryana,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, And-
hra Pradmh and Karnata-
ka. where groundwater is
being over-exploited, with
more water being drawn

School enrolment
down by over a crore
in 2023-24: report

NEW DELHI

The toal enrolment of stu-

dents has

a crore in 2023-24 From

that of the previous years,
the latest data re-

leased by the Education

X

A total of 24.8 crore stu-
dents enrolled in the aca-

tloo Sysens Tie: Eekic ackses
Plus (UDISE+) report
the Ministry sald.
Over the past four years,
the number has

\ rain tends
B e the country is
with 30.77% of samples 60.4%, roughly the same as

contaminated in the pre-
monsoon  period  com-
pared with 32.66% after
the rainy season.

her major chemical

when m, nts be-
gan biennially (and annual-
Iy since 2022).

About 73% of the blocks

hovered around 26 crore.
Education offictals have

said in the report that the
data real
s from the previous

dent base is unique and dif-
ferent and

Over the past four years, the
enrotment mumber has hovered
arcund 26 crore.

ment Ratio, Net Enrolment

ropout rates and so
on. Since 2022-23, more ef-
forts have been put in ac-
curately establishing stu-

dent ceacher
ials to weed out du-
plicate or ghost entries for

beneficiaries for various

from (hzr ufzuzx u or the

previou: The
UDISE+ fscxluales online
data at the

grou:
ﬂuande

ndwater quality are levels are in ~safe”
and uranjum. Flu-  zone, meaning max they
are ough

Seeding the penmssuﬂe ra

Compensate for the water
drawn out.

is a sharp rise from
the S7a% in 2022. Howev-
er, there were 343 fewer
Blocks analysed for the
2024 assessment,
pared to 2022.

com-

24-year-old man from UP.
kills mother, four younger
‘save their honour’

sisters to

NEW DELHI

The Lucknow
‘Wednesday arrested a 24-
year-old man for allegedly

murdering his mother and
four sisters in a hotel in the
city.

police on

i es, say police

had taken the step because
of i ~Fo-

ople of
his locality and wanted to
save the “honour” of the
women.

Raveena Tyagi, Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Central Lucknow, said the
deceased had been identi-
fied as Alia, 9. Aksa, 16,
Rahmeen, 1S, and Alshia.
19, all sisters of Arshad,

rensic teams have been de-

ouse.
Because his house was
taken away, he and his fa-
mily were forced to run
from pillar to post, he said_

temple and [then later]
convert to Hin

said.

ln the video, he named

e people and accused

lhem of being the land ma-
fia and women traffickers.

strict action e
“Their plan was to get
and my father

in a fake and then sell

locality in Agra, denied the

laims.
~Both Mohammad Badr
mmad

‘Workshop on ‘positive mind
mastery’ for students to be
held online on Jan. 4 and 5

CHENNAL
A worl “positive
mind mastery™ will be or-
& ‘Fran Global

dents aged 11 to 17 and their
parenes. The Hindi tn
School the media

parter.

n today’s world, e
tivity and challenges can
1oom large In te lives of

2HINDU

both parents and teens
with the skills needed =

young people. Sel
anxiety, and the pressure
o can overwheim
them. Smdjes show that a

rsivi
will help stu-
dents overcome challenges
and offer insights to pa-

Hence, and goal-orlented
behaviour. It will be held
from 3.00 p.m. on Janmuary
4 and from 10.30 a.m. and

r war.

The workshop will dis-
cusss topics related to build-
ing accelerated learning

digital influence, goal set-
ting and visualisation. and
affirmation.

Vi Guru, the
founder and chief vi-
sion officer of MiTran Glo-
bal, will conduct the work-

pdnclples discussed dur-
the workshop and pro-
vide additional strategies
o nurture potential.
To  register,

visit
hub. om,

sn:hool level w wm-. Inbull( va-
the

mhseque'n( iera marie
tion at the block,
and State levels ensures da-
ta reliability and tumely
completion.

In 2018-19, the total en-
rolment of students in

by 1.6% and crossed 26.45
crore, an increase of more
than 42 lakh students. The
enrolments slightly fell in
2020-21 pared with

201920 In 202122, as
compared with 202021,
the total enrolment in-
creased by 0.76%. Even ac-
cording to data from back
in 201213, the total enrol-

22-
drop in enrolment with
25.18 crore students being
ered and there was a
further fall in 2023-24 to
24.8 crore in the total en-

sta
UDISE+ ecosystem which
captures data
than 60 fields

r were
also collected on a volun-
tary

In the latest report,
more than 19.7 crore stu-
dents provide dhaar

services/pmmw scan
Sha- QR coue - For - Gecails,

call
507 or email g

by 2023-24 volun-
tarily, the report said.
ials have stated that

Apart from Aadhaar, a
separate unique educa-
tional ID (EID) for every
in the UDISE+ portal to cov-
er each and every child un-
der ecosystem  of
UDISEs, offictals said

“Through the creation
of unique student and
teacher identities, creden-
tials of individuals students
and teachers in the educa-

duplicate or ghost entries
resulting in precise identifi-
cation of beneficiaries for
benefit transfers of Sama-
gra shiksha scheme, PM
POSHAN Sl:hel‘ne, National
Scholarship scheme etc.
(and) can bring significant
savings to government in
future years,” the report
said While in 201819,
13.53 crore boys were en-

4.57%, while enrolment of
is decreased from 12.49
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T solve this prirzte online. % SUDOKU FAITH
~

rREIsBwWRERRE + 14372
(set by Karaoke)

B2t acioe 8o cur romord ste.
e Retps: gexe.page.tink

T

--and foel soery for 3 long time wien they are free (5,2.7]

S
¢
H
(
i
%
¥

Resembling a sippe
to sheot revolutionary (3-4)
One in lave a#ai

channel (7}

§ kUl

i

o make mistakes and pect

2 ruin

thers mams
He zells papers and latest books featuring Nahatma (5]

He comes back 1o endorse st world (S}

v character, eleven oocasionally £0 arcund

]
¢ peimarity & working in communication

Fatal cisease of middle ear part showng up 1S)

Acress

S The soiri - film cut short after censor (7)

10 Learner wearing smiley embarassingly, it indicates sdmssion
of aversght (5,23

11 Moderste rem increase (3-2)

12 Honey, we never zet out without valet 3t first 3)

13 Provertially, ueice members do this without Thiseing... 15.2.5)

man's spring occasionally spouts hot water (5]
1ce on the ebb in the backdrop iz unuzualt {8)
Problem of girl ends with buming (6}
Amusing? My bad! I's & place for workout 1)
Extremely verturezome temier, trained to find and fetch game
for Funter {9)
One who stakes claim to the throne makes advance submission
o)
“Weronica, cigarete time” Spooner says (3]
Served Rwandese in distress (3}
ILis Ikety that misplaced ciary Ssted namesaies at the centre
.43
He works for band touring extremely around Rio with friends.
hesetity (6]
Inconceivable. Couldn't start off miserabls! (6]
22 Sewe audrors batance (5]
= cups and saucers (5]

WNA AW

o
3

i

N
I

bl ®» ]

6

a

2
3

o =0

-k
WO |

a

Tt A

5

3
2
6
3

a

3

Ly

DIFFICULTY RATING: Yr e YT 7

Selution to previous puzile

Like the earth and seeds

Yudhishthira asks Bhishma which is more important —
vidhi or effort, said PT. Seshadri in a dlseourse Bhishma

replies that there was once a
and Vastst!

a2 discu: n Brahma
ha on the subject. Both vidl o and - Qury have
lains Bhishma_ 1

their place in our lves, exp}

¢ is like the con-

nection between seeds and the earth. The earth has been
and manured, and is ready fore cullhaﬂan But if

we do not sow seeds, can

we get crops? We must continue

to do our duties. We often make the mistake of thinking

that because we have faced some: in our lives,
everything else in furure is going to turn o same way.
Some problems th: e obviously due to

facing disaster. That is why jnanis tell us o disregard mis-
fortune and . to never see
tive or negative terms, but to simply do our duties. Jatayu,
the eagle. who gave up his life trying to save Sita, is an ex-

Yet, jatayu did not

Sotution to yesterday’s Sudoku
576 917]1] =mple ofone who did his dury under the m
> = Ravana was c
471129356 ou!lojzuayulomnerl-uvamsnughlwas\mell

€ 97 4.8 2  Hewas almost

7 25813649 think on these lines. He felt that it was far better to die
9 8 354 6|1 27 thantowimess such %

a6 7 215 3 8  abous the heinousness of what he was doing. And when
1 a2 9 86 3 that pi d no result, he

2 t:; 871 a was cut down by the asura. o

22 g?: '2'1 Liote ing for dharma. He Is a classic example of a person who

.
.

did his duty, even if it meant giving up his life.




Bhuvnesh Kumar takes

charge as UIDAI CEO

Bhuvnesh Kumar took charge as the Chief
Executive Officer of the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI), which administers
Aadhaar, on Wednesday. Mr. Kumar, a 1995-batch
IAS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, is an
Additional Secretary at the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, a post
he will continue to hold after this appointment.
Mr. Kumar succeeds Amit Agrawal, a 1993-batch
IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre, who was
also MEITY Additional Secretary prior to his June
2023 appointment. Mr. Kumar has also served as
a Joint Secretary at the Ministry.




School enrolment
down by over a crore
in 2023-24: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The total enrolment of stu-
dents has dropped by over
a crore in 2023-24 from
that of the previous years,
show the latest data re-
leased by the Education
Mi) 3

A total of 24.8 crore stu-
dents enrolled in the aca-
demic year 202324, the
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education
Plus (UDISE+) report re-
leased by the Ministry said.
Over the past four years,
the enrolment number has
hovered around 26 crore.

Education officials have
said in the report that the
data show some real
changes from the previous
years as this exercise of
maintaining a separate stu-
dent base is unique and dif-
ferent and incomparable
from that of 2021-22 or the
previous  years. The
UDISE+ facilitates online
uploading of data at the
school level with inbuilt va-
lidation checks and the
subsequent data verifica-
tion at the block, district
and State levels ensures da-
ta reliability and timely
completion.

In 2018-19, the total en-
rolment of students in
school was 26.02 crore,
which increased in 2019-20
by 1.6% and crossed 26.45
crore, an increase of more
than 42 lakh students. The
enrolments slightly fell in
2020-21 as compared with
2019-20. In 202122, as
compared with 2020-21,
the total enrolment in-
creased by 0.76%. Even ac-
cording to data from back
in 2012-13, the total enrol-
ment was 26.3 crore.

In 2022-23, there was a
drop in enrolment with
25.18 crore students being
registered and there was a
further fall in 2023-24 to
24.8 crore in the total en-
rolment, a drop of 6%
(nearly 1.22 crore students)
as compared with 2018-19.

In 2022-23, the Ministry
started a  revitalised
UDISE+ ecosystem which
captures data on more
than 60 fields for each stu-
dent and to maintain the
uniqueness of the child,
the Aadhaar details were
also collected on a volun-
tary basis.

In the latest report,
more than 19.7 crore stu-
dents provided Aadhaar
numbers by 2023-24 volun-
tarily, the report said.

Officials have stated that
UDISE+ 2022-23 data is not
strictly comparable with
the previous reports on va-
rious educational indica-
tors such as Gross Enrol-

iy

Over the past four years, the
enrolment number has hovered
around 26 crore.

ment Ratio, Net Enrolment
Ratio, dropout rates and so
on. Since 2022-23, more ef-
forts have been put in ac-
curately establishing stu-
dent and teacher
credentials to weed out du-
plicate or ghost entries for
specific identification of
beneficiaries for various
educational schemes.

Apart from Aadhaar, a
separate unique educa-
tional ID (EID) for every
student has been created
inthe UDISE+ portal to cov-
er each and every child un-
der the ecosystem of
UDISE-, officials said.

“Through the creation
of unique student and
teacher identities, creden-
tials of individuals students
and teachers in the educa-
tion ecosystem can be esta-
blished more accurately
leading to weeding out of
duplicate or ghost entries
resulting in precise identifi-
cation of beneficiaries for
benefit transfers of Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme, PM
POSHAN Scheme, National
Scholarship scheme etc.
(and) can bring significant
savings to government in
future years,” the report
said. While in 2018-19,
13.53 crore boys were en-
rolled, this saw a drop to
12.87 crore enrolments in
202324 a decrease of
4.87%, while enrolment of
girls decreased from 12.49
crore in 201819 to 11.93
crore in 202324, a de-
crease of 4.48%.

States like Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra
saw among the highest
drop in enrolments. In
201819, Bihar reflected an
enrolment of over 2.49
crore students which
dropped to over 2.13 crore
(a dip of over 35.65 lakh
students) in the respective
years UDISE+ report data.
Similarly, Uttar Pradesh
had shown enrolment of
4.44 crore students in
2018-19 which dropped by
28.26 lakh to 4.16 crore in
latest data. Maharashtra re-
corded a decrease of 18.55
lakh students from over
2.32 crore to 2.13 crore in
the latest report.

-+



Key Highlights / qHET ﬁg

Enrolment Decline / ATHTSRT & fmae:

e Total student enrolment in 2023-24 fell to 24.8 crore from 26 crore in previous years.

* 2023-24 H FT T ATHTheT 24.8 HUS &I 3T, Sif UGSl aul H 26 HUS AT
Percentage Drop / 9Taerd fRmae:

e A 6% drop since 2022-23, translating to 1.22 crore fewer students.

¢ 2022-23 " 6% T FRIGe, A 1.22 HUS A ST ATHIhT gul



Factors Behind the Decline / PIRTde & &HROT

Improved Data Accuracy / 3T ddldhdl & qYUr:

e Validation checks and Aadhaar-linked enrolment ensured the elimination of duplicate or ghost
entries.

o ATISAT Ueh 3N MUR foieFs ATATRA o SiCelehe AT EIFC TET I HATCA foha|

Economic and Social Changes / e 3R genfes aRade:

e States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharashtra reported significant drops in enrolments.

o UER, 3R wew, AR AGRISE S AT H AHGST H HAgcaqul [RIGT gof &I 5|



. State-wise Trends / <A1 & HJHT W{ﬁtﬁ

Bihar:
* Enrolment decreased from 2.49 crore to 2.13 crore.

o ATHIRT 2.49 IS F el 2.13 HAS g3

Uttar Pradesh:
e Enrolment fell from 4.44 crore in 2018-19 to 4.16 crore in 2023-24.
¢ 2018-19F 4.44 s T geca? 2023-24 H 4.16 FAS|

Maharashtra:

* Enrolment declined by 15.55 lakh from 2.32 crore to 2.13 crore.
o ATHRT 2.32 HUS T g 2.13 HAUT & 3T, 15.55 G HI HAT




* Measures Taken / 36TT 3T heH

* Revitalized UDISE+ Ecosystem / g?l\_rﬁﬁ?l' UDISE+ SHhITOTeH:

Introduced unique student identification (EID) linked to Aadhaar.
IMYUR § S Gfacy S Ygdle (EID) &l are] fohar )|

Data verified at block, district, and state levels for accuracy.

3eT &I TéladTl & U &dlieh, foram, 3R T T W I+ |
. Government Schemes / GIHRI FIST=ITT:

* Data is being used for targeted implementation of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, PM
POSHAN Scheme, and other scholarships.
» ST T 39T A fRAeT A, fUA 99T A=, 3R 3" SEgAl
& forw fomar i @t 8




* Broader Impact / g9 YHTT

« Savings for Government / G{&hRY d9d:
e Elimination of ghost entries saved significant public funds

+ HIEC UST &I gele § Hidaiielsh Ul I FAgeaqul Fd Eél

* Future Projections / $TfasT &Y HATIATT:
* More accurate enrolment data will aid in better educational policy-making.

« 3T Tl AR 3eT dgal Afeie Afa AT # A FHm|
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TOPF OF THE CHARTS

Bumrah registers record by an
Indian bowler in ICC rankings

IS
Premier fast bowter Jasprit Bumrah on Wednesday bettered the
all-time rating-poNt record by an Indian In the latest ICC rankings

when he tou] point mark

highess ratng.

jointly
was S04, achieved in 2016

Bumrah had dravam level with Ashrin ahead of the Baxing Day Test

IMPETUS

Konstas has brought momentum
Care

and intensity. sa

HICH PRAISE
Australian PM Albanese hails
Bumrah's superb show

~

n
Alex Carey said on

pErr—y

= Prime Minister Anthony Albanese on Wedne:

scored an

with the Inddi

escizy
cricket teams anead of the

alf-century
Test. "We'l zee how he plays aulher:(Sydn:y] - to be abie to throw
cmentum

a few punches early and get 3 bit of m:

for 1=, the opening

Ppartnership was probably just lacking that intensity™

acknowledged

D Fos a1 by chy oatont oot EmpentsSor P o 1
the Border Gavaskar Trophy. According 1o the locat media.
Bumrah's superb performance in the series.

END OF THE ROAD

flatters to

deceive. loses in second round

[
The new doubles team of Nowak Djckovic and Nick Kyrgics bowed
06t of the Brisbane Intemational in the second round. The palr,
gramted a wild-card entry by tournament organisers, lost 246, 63,
Nekola

[8-203

Mekzic of Croatia and New Zealand's Michael Venas.

One-man army Bumrah at his
menacmg best Down Under

ENDIA IN AUS

K.C. Vijava Kumar

SYDNEY
slow walk gather-
Alng pace, legs sud-
whmnng

while apploaching the

bowling crease, back arch-
ing and the ball being re-
leased as If from a high-
strung catapult. This is the

planes gently roll before
munching tarmac in the
blink of an eye and being

atrborne.

In the katest Border-Ga-
vaskar Trophy sesies, Bum-
rah has been at his menac-
ing best. Stumps have been

There was theatre when
Shane Warne bowled; an
equally dramaric rush hap-
pens when Bumrah is at
work. Great players im-
pose their will on contests.
Kapil Dev during India's
1991-92 tour Down Under
bagged 25 wickets. Thirty
two years later, another In-

ecial is the absence of re;

ncrslurm.

dian fast bowler has 30
scalps from just four Tests

stage.

current tally of 203 wickets
in cricket's longer format is
bound tw_quadruple. To
bag 200 phss with an aver-
age of 19.42 is spectacular.
He is the first bowler to get
to this milestone while the
average stayed below the
20 mar]

Prlo'r lo Rohit Sharma’s
return as captain at Ade-
laide, Bumrah led India
well in the triumphant first
Test at Perth. While the
subsequent contests wit-

daunted. Even as a tailen-
der, he has put a price on
his wicket.

Rare show of emotion
After castling Sam Konstas
in Australia's second dig ar
the icket

S

Fast and furious: Bumeah has been simply sensational in the
e

Border-Gavaskar Trophy series.

raw emotion. When Nath-
an Lyon suffered a similar

Ground, the speed mer-
chant mimicked the open-
er's crowd-rousing ges-
tures. It was a rare hint of

the
mantler just stood i
held a cold gaze.
This was the hero in a
wild Western, gunning

down rivals with a phleg-
matic _air.

ery Australian batter has
been subjected to the

‘Bumrah question” in press

rformance even more

raj has slowly found his rhythm while Akash has tried hard without Tuck

conferences. Their usual
responses reflected shock
and ar
" ls no( easy to perform
consistently while his regu,
hamme:

Carlsen, Nepomniachtchi
share World blitz title;
Vaishali clinches bronze

cHESS

The World blitz champion-
ship ended on a bizarre

lar partner Mol note in New York. Magnus
Shami is yet to resurface | e e N
level fol- cided to share
injury and rehabili- | the ttle, with the approml
tation. The other Mo- | from the world
. Siraj, has verning body F il

found a rhythm to gain 16
wickets. Akash  Deep,
meanwhile, has strived
hard withous huck.

All this meant that Rohic
was often employing Bum-
rah in repetitive spells. The

conscious
dia strides out at the SCG,
Bumrah is expected to re-
plicate his excellence. It
would be ideal if the bat-
ters too can contribute.
Readers of a certain vin-
tage may remember a Sa-
chin Tendulkar hundred
ing the lone balm while
India lost. Now the roles
are reversed.

He nu

Teat ot ey phylng Sev
Even then he will 4o all the
heavy-lifting. Bumrah
knows no other way.

may not have quite allowed
thar

Tied
The final was still ted after
three games in the sudden
death when Carlsen pro-

the ttle, even though both
the finalists were from one
country — China. Ju Wen-

= <
JoInt winners in 3 first e

Jun, the defending World
classical champlon, added
the blitz title to her collec-

were declared

clinched the bronze me-
dal. She was beaten by Ju
nthe aeraifinaks;

as the second me-
dal for Tndia in New York.

Koneru Humj

won the women's World
rapid ticle on

McGrath

SYDNEY

Jasprit Bumrah's incredible
show has prevented the
BorderGavaskar _ Trophy

rom becoming com-
ple(ely' lopsided in Austra-
la's favour, said pace great

he does is spectal.”
McGrath

Team management and
training are the franchises’
prerogative, feels Ikram

Uthra G: o
ROURKELA

international Hockey Fed-
eration (FLH) President

Tayyab [kram has made it
clear that while the win-
dow for the Hockey India

Many overseas players
had cited it clashing with
Christmas as reason for

w franchises
their training

on
his foundation's cancer
awareness event here.
“Terrific young guy who
has found a way to adapt.

and
is their
no

how
he powers into bowl the
last few steps” McGrath
sabd of Bumrah's short run-
up.
The man with 563 Test
wickets also found similari-
ties between him an

bends backward

“HIL is close to my hear!
acamse It ks for the ath:
I.eles Globally, we need
re platforms that pro-
vide athletes with oppor-

great first step and 1 am
sure the rest of the world

Ikram. e ProTO

will also come soon. It's an
annual event and 1 have al-
ready started seeing some
interest, & is not far that
the response of all the
countries will be more pos-

itive,” he added.

Ikram also refuted FIH
launching a Pakistan-spec-
ific project to revive hock-
ey

Surpri;
“Even

it dsd with India 14-15 years

g0
It can be Korea,

et s o B equal parti-

We are launching the
Pro League Connect so
that all hockey nations
engage with it

cipation, commitment and
investment from the res-

example,”
tared.
Elaborating on his plans
to spread top-tier hockey

to more countries, lkram
said, ~Earlier we had top-8-

tions Cup that targets elght

playlng top hockey in some

A League,
we have a lot to do to

to engage more. Which s

L

ROURKELA

The rub of the green went
Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tig-
ers” way as it registered its
second win in as many
games with a 2-1 victory ov-
er Team Gonasika
Birsa Munda Stadium here
on Wednesday.

For a game that was as

sive error led to a penalty
stroke for SRET, proving to
be the difference between
the two sides.

‘or the remaining part,
there was e 1o Shaood
from wo,

Bengal Tigers find a way past Gonasika,
record second victory of the season

matched in their attempts

tive opening goals within
30 seconds of each other.

that both outfits play
strategically, resulting in
most of the work

hy we are |

jeet Singh Abhishek
were the key men with re-

the | peated into the
Connect so | circle and Affan Yousuf

(.hux all hode) nations en-
sage with i

them up. only to
Bnd their thots Blocked by

Ofiiver Payne.
SRBT did earn enough
penalty corners. however.
# had to wait tll the sixth
one for Pal Singh
to finally step into the ac-
tion — Jugraj Singh was en-
trusted with the responsi-
bility dll then but was
unable to beat Payne —and
e veteran made no

For sika,
Manpreet Singh. along
with  Fren n_ Victor

chma:
Charlet, who was the beat-

Roaring success: Rupinder's double sealed

ingheart, controlling every
aspect and running relent-
Tasaly w0 attack, create and
defend.

It was prise that
the former India captain
Zot name on the sco-
resheet as well, swinging to
smash into the board, un-
marked on the left after be-
ing put through by Struan
Walker.

That  should  have
opened up the game but
the teams went back to
possession play and it
looked like yet another HIL
match would go into shoo-

Sor Tigers. SPECUL ARRANGENENT

touts. However, a 48th mi-

ending on the losing side.
The result: SRET 2 (Rupinder Pal
Singh 31. 48} bt Team Gonaska 1
[Manpreet Singh 32)

A




Carlsen, Nepomniachtchi
share World blitz title;
Vaishali clinches bronze

CHESS

Sports Bureau

The World blitz champion-
ship ended on a bizarre
note in New York. Magnus
Carlsen and Ian Nepom-
niachtchi decided to share
the title, with the approval
from the world chess go-
verning body FIDE.

What if the regulations
may not have quite allowed
that.

Tied

The final was still tied after
three games in the sudden
death when Carlsen pro-
posed to Nepomniachtchi
that the title be shared. Be-
fore the tie-breaks, the de-
fending champion had ta-
ken a 2-0 lead but his
Russian rival fought back
to win the next two.

After the match, Carlsen
reasoned: “At that point,
we had already played for a
very long time. I was very
happy to end it. I thought
at that point it would have
been very, very cruel on
both of us if one came first

Nothing to separate: Carlsen and Nepomniachtchi were declared
joint winners in a first. FIDE
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News / Business / World starts waking up to Indian coffee, exports cross $1 billion first time

W Premium

World starts waking up to Indian coffee,
exports cross $1 billion first time

India’s coffee exports rose to a record high of $1,146.9 million between April and November in FY24,
compared to $803.8 million during the same period last year, registering a 29 per cent rise.




INDIA'S COFFEE EXPORTS

(April- Nov)
M Exports ($million)
2020-21 B 460.7

2021-22 [ 6215
2022-23 [N 765.6
2023-24 [N 303.8 -
2024-25 [N 11469 SN

Source: Commerce Ministry/ CMIE




Brazil is the world’s largest coffee producer, contributing about 40 per
cent of global production.

Meanwhile, Vietham, the second-largest coffee producer, has also
reported lower production forecasts. Although Vietnam’s coffee
production is expected to recover by 2.6 million bags to 30.1 million, it
will still remain below the record crop of 2021/22, according to the USDA.



Coffee Board data showed that Chikkamagaluru, Kodagu
and Hassan in Karnataka with 2,48,020 MTs during 2022-
23 is the largest producer of Arabica and Robusta coffee.

Kerala comes a distinct second at 72,425 MTs followed by
Tamil Nadu at 18,700 MTs.




Official data revealed that
India’s top export destination
between April and November

this year was the European

Union, with Italy, Belgium, and

Germany accounting for nearly

half of total coffee exports.

)

Other significant destinations
included Russia, the UAE and
the US, which together
accounted for about 20 per
cent of total exports. The US,
Germany, France, Italy are the

largest importers of coffee.

)




Google Willow
Chip
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* Google recently unveiled its latest
guantum processor, named ‘Willow.




* About Willow Quantum Al:

* Willow is Google’s latest quantum
processor with 105 physical qubits O
designed to enhance quantum error

correction and scalability.

* Error Correction
Protocols: Employs surface code with

data and measurement qubits to
detect and mitigate errors without
collapsing qubit states.




e Superconducting Qubits: Operates
at near absolute zero temperatures
(-273.15° C) for maximum stability.

* Improved Coherence
Time: Achieves 100 microseconds
of coherence time, allowing qubits
to hold information longer during
computations.




Significance of Willow:

Computational Breakthrough: Successfully completed the Random Circuit Sampling
(RCS) task in minutes a task that would take classical computers 10 septillion years.

Applications in Complex Problems: Paves the way for solving challenges in drug
discovery, climate modelling, materials science, and optimization problems.

Foundation for Scalability: Addresses key hurdles, ensuring qguantum computers can
grow larger and remain reliable.

Societal Impact: Potential to revolutionize industries and solve problems of global
significance




Trinidad and
Tobago




Trinidad and Tobago
declared a state of
emergency, following a surge

in violence, including gang-
related shootings.




 About Trinidad and Tobago:

 Capital: Port of Spain

* Location: Southernmost island nation in the Caribbean, situated 11
km northeast of Venezuela and 130 km south of Grenada.

* Trinidad and Tobago are located in the Atlantic Ocean




e Geographic Features:

» Rivers: Ortoire River, Caroni River,
and Nariva River (major rivers on the
island of Trinidad).

* Mountains: Northern Range
(Trinidad), including jche highest - o
peak, El Cerro del Aripo (940 meters).




Digital Maha Kumbh O



* The Maha Kumbh 2025, set to take place in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
promises to be a unique fusion of spirituality and cutting-edge technology.

* Cyber Security at Maha Kumbh

* Deployment of 56 dedicated cyber warriors and experts for cyber
patrolling.

e Establishment of a Maha Kumbh cyber police station to counter cyber
threats.

* 40 Variable Messaging Displays (VMDs) will be installed in both the fair
area and the commissionerates for raising awareness about cyber threats.



* Infrastructure and Land Digitalization

* A new district, Maha Kumbh Nagar, is being developed with state-of-
the-art digital infrastructure.

* Drone surveys before and after the monsoon will map land
topography accurately.

* GIS-based maps on Google Maps will provide real-time navigation of
essential public utilities.



* Enhanced Devotee Security

 Remote-controlled life buoys will be
deployed to quickly respond to
emergencies and ensure the safety of

pilgrims in water.

* Underwater drones, capable of diving
up to 100 meters, will monitor
activities beneath the waters,

transmitting real-time reports to
the Integrated Command and Control
Center (ICCC).



Aspect

Key Facts About Kumb Mela

About

Locations

Types of Kumbh Mela

Historical Evolution

Guinness World Records

Cultural Significance

Largest peaceful congregation of pilgrims globally, involving bathing in sacred rivers for
purification.

. Haridwar: On the Ganges.

. Ujjain: On the Shipra.

. Nashik: On the Godavari (Dakshin Ganga).

. Prayagraj: At the confluence of the Ganges, Yamuna, and Saraswati.

. Main Kumbh Mela: Celebrated at four locations every 12 years.

. Ardh-Kumbh Mela: Held every 6 years at Haridwar and Prayagraj.

. Maha Kumbh Mela: Held every 144 years at Prayagraj.

. Maagh Kumbh: Celebrated annually in Prayagraj during January-February.

P W N2 B W N

=

. Mythological Origins: Rooted in the Puranas, describing the battle for the Amrit pitcher.
2. Ancient Period: Prominent during Maurya and Gupta periods; gained prominence under
Gupta rulers.

3. Medieval Period: Harshavardhana organized Kumbh at Prayagraj; Akbar honored Naga
Sadhus.

4. Colonial Period: Documented by British administrators like James Prinsep.

5. Post-Independence: Recognized by UNESCO in 2017 as an intangible cultural heritage.

1. Largest Traffic and Crowd Management Plan.

2. Biggest Painting Exercise under the Paint My City Scheme.

3. Largest Sanitation and Waste Disposal Mechanism.

Symbolizes spiritual ethos, cultural unity, and India’s capacity to host large-scale global events.




New Glenn Rocket



* The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted Blue Origin a
commercial space launch license for its New Glenn rocket.

e What is the New Glenn rocket?

* New Glenn is a heavy-lift, two-stage rocket developed by Blue Origin.
* |tis named after John Glenn, the first American to orbit Earth



The rocket stands at 320 feet, and has a 7-meter-wide payload fairing.

The first stage of the rocket is reusable and powered by seven BE-4
engines, which are LNG-fueled and produce over 3.8 million pounds of
thrust.

The second stage is powered by two BE-3U engines, using liquid
hydrogen and oxygen, generating over 320,000 pounds of vacuum thrust.




India’s First Glass
Bridge Over Sea




The Tamil Nadu CM inaugurated India’s first glass bridge over the
sea.

About bridge It connects the Tiruvalluvar Statue and Vivekananda
Rock Memorial in Kanniyakumari.

The inauguration was part of the 25th anniversary celebrations of
the Tiruvalluvar Statue.




* The statue is officially named
the “Statue of Wisdom.“

* |t represents the 133 chapters of
Tirukkural.

* Bridge Features: The 77-meter-
long, 10-meter-wide bridge allows
safe passage between the two
landmarks while providing views of
the sea below.
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Business Ready (B-



Recently, the World Bank launched the Business Ready (B-

READY) report 2024 to replace the Ease of Doing Business
report.

The Ease of Doing Business report was paused in 2020 due
to data manipulation issues and concerns over the

integrity of certain rankings, leading to an independent
review and methodology changes



 What is Meant by Business Ready?

* Benchmarking Tool: B-READY evaluates the global business climate to
promote inclusive private sector growth.

* Ten Core Topics: B-READY is organized around key topics for
private sector development, covering the stages of a firm's life
cycle, including market entry, operation (or expansion), and
closure (or reorganization).



* Ten Core topics covers Business
Entry, Business Location, Utility
Services, Labor, Financial Services,
International Trade, Taxation,
Dispute Resolution, Market
Competition, and Business -
Insolvency.




* Pillars of B-READY: For each topic, B-READY considers three
pillars.

* Pillar I: Regulatory Framework
* Pillar ll: Public Services
* Pillar lll: Operational Efficiency



‘tial v B-READY pillars define the scope of the project

Pillar | Pillar II
Regulatory Framework Public Services
Rules and regulations that Facilities to support
firms must follow as they regulatory compliance
open, operate, and close and institutions and
a business infrastructure to enable

business activities

Pillar 11l

=_—
Operational Efficiency

Ease of regulatory
compliance and effective
use of public services
directly relevant
to firms



* Indicators: B-
READY analyzes 1,200
indicators to identify policy
reform opportunities, using data

from primary sources to

highlight key aspects of each
topic.



* Three Themes: B-READY assesses three key themes across
10 topics.

 Digital Adoption
 Environmental Sustainability
* Gender:



B-READY topics correspond to various stages of the life cycle of a firm and
examine three cross-cutting themes

H & AR B G G
----------

 Digtalsdopton | Enveonmentalsustamabiiy | Gender

Source: B-READY project.



Global
Expansion: Covers 50
economies in 2024, with

plans to reach 180 by
2026.

Focus on Reform: B-READY

shifts focus to inclusivity,
sustainability, and
efficiency in evaluating
business environments.

J




B-Ready Index
Significance

Boosting Competitiveness

E-commerce Support

Informed Policy

Encouraging Innovation

Promoting Inclusivity

Monitoring




* India Specific Observations of think tank Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI)

* India did not participate in the 2024 B-READY
Report. However, there are some India-specific observations by
the think tank GTRI.

 Moderate Score in Business Entry: India’s business registration
system is time-consuming and lacks complete digital integration.

« Countries like Singapore achieve one-day online registration with minimal costs,
setting a global benchmark.



Challenges in Labor Regulations: Despite introducing four labor
codes, India faces slow and uneven implementation across states,
affecting labor market flexibility and compliance ease.

Trade Inefficiencies: India’s customs processes are marred by
delays, inconsistent enforcement, and high logistics costs, unlike
Germany and Singapore, which excel in trade facilitation.




Positive Aspects: India is

expected to perform well in the

three core pillars of B-READY,
highlighting strengths

in operational and regulatory

areas.

Low Score in Business
Location: Regulatory
inconsistencies and approval
delays hinder the establishment
of business facilities, affecting

investment decisions.

/ /
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* Which river in Trinidad is a significant water source?

ffdce # @l @1 ST Teh Ageaqul ol Aid §7?
* A. Ortoire River/3f|'€h’!’ sTal

B. Ganges River / 1911 A
C. Amazon River / 3TASTeT sTcl
D. Nile River / ster adl



* The Digital Maha Kumbh aims to enhance cybersecurity by deploying
how many cyber warriors?

f3fored #gTRsT TSR JI&T &l gl F v fohdad TSR
&I rA3I K1) a?r%]m—cﬁm%’?

* A. 40

B. 50

C. 56

D. 60



* What is the name of the quantum processor recently unveiled by
Google?

google GART gTel &1 # dlled {hU 3T Faled WA Hl ATH F1
?

e A. QuantumX / FIICATFH
B. Willow / faen
C. Phoenix / Bifaad
D. Orion / 3NRAA



* What is the main feature of the Willow quantum processor?

ﬁmmmﬁm%%mw%?

* A. 105 physical qubits / 105 #ifas FJTacH
B. Solar-powered operation / R ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?—l’ H’EITGI'FI'
C. Satellite communication enhancement / 393§ {OR gadd
D. Nuclear energy applications / YIATI]



* Which country did not participate in the 2024 B-READY Report?
2024 -3 RO H Sl AT S HIET &1 of IIT?

* A. India / AR
B. China / ©eT

C. USA / 3raRert

D. Australia / 3T¥e



* What is the purpose of the Integrated Command and Control Center
(ICCC) at the Maha Kumbh?
HeTH H ThIhd FATS AR A0 Fg (1CCC) FT 3T FT §7?

* A. Provide real-time navigation | AEATAS TAT ATNAT YTl HIeAT
B. Monitor underwater act|V|t|es/tITFﬁ & AT Tﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁl’f T

COUCICIG]
C. Ensure public safety/'\qTé'Glﬁ'ﬂ? L& Hﬁﬁﬂ?—l’ Il

D. All of the above /



* What is the historical significance of the Statue of Wisdom?
Teey 3w fesa &1 (faef@s Agca & 87
* A. ReEresents Tirukkural's 133 chapters / fﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ' & 133 3regr

C | cd hIdl %
B. Symbolizes India's technological growth / ¥R T ddheilehl TITa

ST Yelleh
C. Honors Indian freedom fighters / AT TadAdT QATAAT Fl

HFATIAT T & .
D. Showcases modern art forms/ﬂTﬁlﬁ'ﬂ? Fell TUT I Yfdd HIdr

g




* What core technology does Google’s Willow chlp utilize?

googlea? faelr =T & $IT A A& il ST 3UANET {har I
?
* A. Artificial Intelligence / H'Tﬁ'ﬂ' E'Efa'ﬂ'aT

B. Superconducting Qublts/mm Wﬁw

C. Blockchain Technology / sdldae ddeld
D. Nanochips /




* What is the purpose of drone surveys at the Digital Maha Kumbh?

fsfSicer AgTReT A 31T TATUT T 36T AT &7

* A. Monitor land topography / 31@' TAATRIT HT AIRTAT FHIET
B. Provide security during events / EI'EF-IT31"f & SRt {I_;THT Yaled
C ]

C. Map public utilities in real-time / Aot faier ITATANATT 1
AT A HAGITAAOT HIAT
D. All of the above / 390&d HHI



Word of the day

Condone:

excuse, overlook, or make allowances for; be
lenient with

Synonym: excuse

Usa g€ We should not be seen as condoning
violence.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/condonepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kan'doun/




Fun Fact



Myth :
Mercury Is
the only
liquid metal
at room

temperature.

* Truth: Mercury is the most well-known liquid
metal, but gallium is also a metal that can melt in
your hand, as its melting point is around 29.8°C.



CURRENT Nav@ COMPLETE

AFFAIRS 22~ 7= G6K/GS
=== COURSE
By Bhunesh Sir S

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir

@COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) A i
CURRENT AFFAIRS : v @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) (\ ggg]%l;v
©360°DEGREE EXAMS COVERED " -

Soool 8 S //\ 9ECONOMICS
[\ vIJ[ €4991 J K\ / | @SCIENCE
l
,f’ CLASS24 } | F 9859/ - 3499/-
\

| T

USECODE-BB50  caiLrorsupPorT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE-B50




Wl S5% &

Hi, faishal khan ¢ Ssccel: )

5 CURRENT
JRFAdda : © NEW. AFFAIRS
— su D 2025 By Bhunesh Sir
We Are Online Learning 3 Videss 2000} #UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS - \.(‘,_
~Video Course~ - “COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2024 + 2025)
Platform For UGC NET - Books - 74000/~ N Vo 4 COMPLETE NOTEE 006 <=

and CSIR Exam -y - Hours - 700 WEDNESDA “360°'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED
~PYP~Last5 Yrs \JSE CODE: = ¥999/- ¥ -
o | RFAdS - Test - Unlimited 55(;50 CALLTOR SURGRT: Y- TaER 3047
& By Top Experts Enroliment Close (“geY 50% OFF )

Wednesday —

'.
Current Affairs 2025 - \

Batch

| Course Features

SSC SUPER 50 BATCH * Updated Syllabus Coverage
* Complete Roadmap
e Live + Recorded

SSC CGL B5 Selection
> * Doubt Session
Batch

SSC CGL B4 Selection é—i']
Batch

GETITON £ Download on the
» Google Play ' App Store




ﬁ

ank
o you




