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* India’s real GDP growth fell to 5.4% in Q2 2024, the lowest in seven quarters.
Which sector showed resilience with 3.5% growth?

@] fomgl § URd &t Sisit .4% dB
12%)?2411%, _%H‘rﬁﬂm faqrfeal A ﬂa@q;dﬂld% fog asrq% 35
& I Aol [GWTR?
* A. Manufacturing/faﬁmeT .
B. Agriculture and Allied Sectors/?’_ﬁf R dex &F

C. Construction / [
D. Services /




* As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), the Labour Force Participation Rate for
women increased to 41.7% in 2023-24. What was it in 2017-18?

Y7 §o1 JA&Ul (PLFS) P SIOR, Higelel & 49 a?r ‘l-n'lﬂa'lﬁ o0y
2023-24 H SGBR 41.7% @ T8l 2017-18 H UG

* A.22%
B. 23.3%
C. 25%
D. 30%




* The 30th Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF) will showcase 175 films. Which
country_is the focus country this year?

30d
miecr e d i ol
. A.USA / 3MAR®T

B. France / T
C. Germany / SHA
D. Japan / SITUTA

Helgd (KIFF) H 175 fhed welRfa &t

B




* The International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN) supports which
countries in building cagacity for pathggen genomic analysis?

. , (IPSN) I[Tol
& fou fbg <= &1 gAY Hdl &2
* A. Low- and Middle-Income Countries/ﬁl’H Gﬁ? Oy 3T 91d a'-‘ZT

B. G20 Countries / Si120
C. Developed Nations / f[d&RId ;!g
D. ASEAN Members / MR



* A recent Nature study revealed that moiré materials can be
superconducting. What prgperty is unigue to superconductors?

4 AT 3 G
gﬁ&i@c’u g IFdl gl JRbSIER D g%ﬂ CELGIREEG)

9]
B. High thermal conductivity / 3=l GICICEEIGES
C. Magnetic absorption /ﬂiﬁﬂ'q N ERILLY|

D. Resistance increases at low temperatures / PH dIYHIA U UIGRIL)
dedl

* A. Zero resistance to electric current / ﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁ yare & feoe PRI



* The Eklavya Platform, launched in 2024, aims to promote which of the
following?_

2024 T A foar T vpdd Wewd Y # ¥ fHY @ ¢
BT &g ITdl B2

* A. Corporate Educatlon/?FI'CIﬁE 2
ﬁg—[ﬁr I R

B. Professional Military Education / g_[[
C. Higher Secondary Education / 3= dY Areafve &l

D. Rural Skill Development/‘JITIﬁ'UT PINd fAHrg



* According to studies, plastic in oceans could outweigh fish by mid-century.

What percentage of harmful chemicals in plastics is regulated?

;@? HEWR% wf%a?.cm Jof e Udled] deh
ﬂ@‘l%m‘r@r gl Johdl 8l Wiked H fbdd Ufaed gieR®
?

AT h1 [AFaEd fear

* A.5%
B. 6%
C.10%
D. 15%




* Which of the following is NOT a feature of ISKCON? %
v_-lél ?

T ISKCON Pl

* A. Promotes Krishna Consciousness / a?FIT @) derdl ol
;n% SARCURIER]

B. Conducts yoga seminars / T

C. Engages in free food distribution / oF

D. Specializes in political advocacy /

Hio9 faqeor § =nfda
apTad H fagiusian



 The Worker Population Ratio (WPR) for women rose to 40.3% in 2023-24.

What was it in 2017-18? . .
o foU HHART SHESIT SUTd  (WPR) 2023-24H SGhR

o\

40.3% B AT 2017-18 H g fobar ur?

* A.20%
B.22%
C. 30%
D. 35%




* The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park is a popular dark tourism destination.

What event does jt commemorate?
9 d9iRgd Ut U dieiUd S ¢ivod ®d &1 I8
gl &I Wid ¥ 99/ T 82
* A. 1945 Atomic Bombing / 1945 &1 dH fawwie

B. 1919 Jallianwala Massacre / 1919 ®] AT RUBR
C. 1947 Partition Violence / 1947 T fdHTS= f&<r

D. 1950 Korean War / 1950 &I &



R b




(% T

()N SUNDAY -

www.thehindu.com

R

SETHACK FOR ASSAD

Miilicants
enter Al

kill dozens
of soldiers

The surprize attasck has jolted the
frontlines of the Syrian civil war that
have largely been frozen xin

Bushra Dbl (hl‘ velled Waorld Chess
Champlonship: s

tied aftor five games

What will be the fallout
cent events Ir
de

ngladesh?

FAG » FAGE & SFONY % PAGE 1

wvuhe peaple fur
UivaA ctort

Adant responds
» allegations of
bery by

bl LN,

MW A
Adlant G fsarriduy Sanstnim
e P
0 HIRATIONS by L5,

et i wias ot of

Scod Congress
agrecs  work on
biofordfied crops

AWV, Fesotvad 1
farum an b ana
Pkstur el o

raln
I

Parvai w brombibe

1he
VHRRRAY

e hur
night, triggured heavy ram
aned uunl»‘ windas
wrnl i

Ao I Chennal
Aosh l|||n u.klwl n

FUNTR
whi

war e
St day

yonual,
o earask
vooon

l-mllull varmye

...?..u.u.

sl o

vor
in north
athe, Glnscbige Tivw
e png

hm.l unu—d
" lw 7 pamn, with

und 1,

Cyclone Fengal batters north T.N.
coast; 3 die in Chennai, flights hit

ATy e
0 clowd cover,

¥ oy
o ACALGN
" wanbal dbets bin
e the wiily
Ay, Chennid s Nungm
Bakkarn and Movnambak
cm wned
1rage.

llw-lv. Wl A0

ks mn il wn

VMTALG W TI0E At ations Uh

Thiruni
k|

Tovorde

reindall thie continued ull
wening

e Cheanil_ airport
e, a6
Tighis wun«

Ad -nm .

Vertod to ather wports
Chnding AR s awiy o U

EC agrees to review
Cong. concerns on
Maharashtra polls

s inyites the pacty for. n 1 'munm e 8 witer ioalleped Serhous
e g e 1 the v concluded clecthon process

1
W L

Kot thor CGom

ks
W imvite
nwnmuou [

00 Friday, e Congres

ot [
Barsiing the srem saveiamns, w1
Folly marred by
misune of power,
oney: Pawar

Mowmeby, suisling Wo e

I dares
ongress Cvis,
leaders to resign

oMUY 4 i g o
Procosses for ¢
concuded slectiol
The o .

1 me)
round the chock

abiite rokatl (0 Wi
o snigrprty (e UL w1
W s Do,

wuhoth, e

Alrpocis
Authoriry o i

Sl wakeh thae

MUMBAL

wooned
) e NGRS Sharedl Cumer hoe
w

W
I b lu.vvn.m Cangres for
sl

v e
.m.«.n "3 o
" abaran train anivices
Botwoen Ches ach Ratnian
and elchsary i1 M Tho dowi)
ton waew Wurper

I
wach conmiuency” and o
“inanplicably incrvass in
wonng

nay continue
our Uhat ;lnllml
"

.,u-. SNy ARer BRHOL G
0w ARG 4

ay e
o wlmln
vuu».l W e ity

o OaR A Wik

pre

Wepra iy the ‘\ﬂnl
ke Insaie

the paity; e ke au-hl vhat

thwry b be

Dhoglial Canire aaldd

While ¥ puram, Nal
ddalos
Tances of

g
In o

N CUTGENT WENOT I
e 1L y

vl
)

e
et n e m.bl

CURAIA.
Wil W fn Tha Matus Vikias Agtuadi

VOEIN CROpOnAS.  Iooedural hon (MVA) L.umumu |le ay
Boudy \vuuvumd o .m-mn,.-«pm .mll revs, Shiv '), ane
0 Uiy, tha a tranapor DCedn lonalise ot rass barty
aually  winds with | had baen foliowed with i Jowt
WE O haph e | b o W 01 o) xu
phaces sl as | and Thell agente st every n..-,..u alllanou. The €

¥ kit s

efoee L
I vaesr MArOU (Wte,
Ik, adding thas as wn

. P o i,
i

BT AR ] T
orotogy 5 | of further review of all i
lachandren autd IoInate Concerns,

tor's h
[ P T B LT W B0 Avala,

No entry
Sambhal

BOCKROW

‘I‘I-.» Mushlnl dbarrict s

nicde
Rt

N wan e
'

for ‘outsiders’ in
till December 10

e
Whvaratiya dumaty P

w
wothe

o skl
hotwes of )

¥ 10
was hiting e

o € o thie %07 el
nyontigate tha
(M

Daven g

st

sbtial,
lmdv 'Illn ratic

i llw My bt
PO T e
ned of
o e

e of e
I Nandial
Nave Gy
Vaduy wrote

I
y awd g

M

17 terror
killed in

Nations fear deadlock over production

curbs, chemicals at plastic treaty talks | northwest
.l e
BIG PLASTIC p-torread 4 ....u ,.;...‘., iann,
e :

st
" hr;\ group

Pl o
walk awiy,
Aok On o
ARon of Wiomynuty 1o o

:u-u Pt et it b

iy
Wi OF Fakistant

ot g o
e DAnIE] OF sl ogga
cotuinue  resieting

wCUriEy R
U

Tnipgotedt

“ “Fhe overe whiailidog
ty "y ot .l~lvm- " e
w of pro TAnd an wary,
A Ry uuwud—lm onadl dalegation
porticular are. Bteongly op Monter
Iy I 36 ther eeddin
and |-I|.Iuluunul i P R
Uriinntatved

3 dmnty,
w b

st y "'
fore thlky prioved o ey sih
s, tho AUl txt ro Arabla and num.mw nat | foeces 4 k!l)lwl

il o
o -«Ih "

offered o

B i
s Viewy and A diplomut from  the
(e i A Coralii o,

Psets




T N DY

My, Dhocernteg |, J0%e N .
Seed Co ss resolves to EXDeldite higher )
pension payments,
promote biofortified crops || ;kers urge Centre
[l petung sk disusied e rcen e (0 minimbe he lopul ccn MOV | e P

VARANARG
Sontisen, poleymak. *

v

Ovar K0 twa-wheutarns ware 3 ....uJ...

ayed In s e

th .-a-v ,..,. e b Vurnw— . the l
wan wlhwiny s ol ead oy e r.n.mul
Bururdny, WA 11 P hoh cone IR COn Verdien on BT waddd by WL

(e, it
Hara on Matirciuy, rasoived
1o work more on I

e vaoid mnmm.p-. Tor

ny
Casnialiion The lededonit ok prlisw un Frlday
1 whhoth the e erupted at the parking Wtand
naur Plattonm One, sccording o y oMcialy,

lghar purison even aar  nis note on the implamen

the  November

W o e
Wi done for. flortal peaalar
DMMME ity CCupAP Tt Jrvms \AES vebvidlos wors g, v ibing
Tochicod 10 wxiwa, they .. ri The Wevting aber s

chimnte rexilem

[
u.u. " tha win
o G imambars Tk

qun-llnnul e pecpmal
culculate the ponsion on i
v IV

W v o Pyt i
eI w1, WAL el Iemim i EPCine s (Ingrsss Droduciivity. HLL e

"

b 0 opted
m‘hnc |wmbon Ve m'rlu
tojectad
10,352 appiicatsons

‘kk‘llll rom Andin and

weoidn, Inchuding hybtids,
el 1 e Bdolociiod crops, s vie
x!

Wl Mice Meswarch nstiuty
ORND, sakt (e chabongy
il by

el winl

unicip: Cas o) A1 e chosiiig vty

m Ipal aw ny, Do, whap et iy," T ket sk Uy wgaleesd [

g Of LFLAR B ke A Uttar trudoali M ding thit discumsions on " b 31U Wit 5. Mallost

M--.m QAL AfTilra o tive Clamernineeld o Wt Avate  fue  Haitic ol wwend ot ook 65 pravicedd O S AN Cakimd D bt

o i Operatig Banicing  pablic-private the Toundation for wane: | In tie neating. Uniion L

Ivocedure u: |-m-r1u-d|m- ny o Auuuhmc Voratin Ttude,  partnerships. and umpo: - forgiative sotutio bour ARy

soplicalile o ) wrae oF Lo St anel e IXPEE, e b FNTe s e s T tvarit was ity or. | Clvorman. Manmiin Man.  teforv. i panve Owaiowel

Avcarding wo lhl- BOP,
wamale) B b i

i !hu dcl!lwnﬂlon! and

bullding  capacity

commumicy dog foedin
v 8 Daimtiars, Tl eed

wanived by the Unfon Agr-
viting 4o paius awny

duviya axked llw uﬂk‘"l
Pl Mmmvv At nlw
[Ch

e b

oy Of pro-rata detaoming

CUPIOTUTE WOTE Encon
- i of pesakonalibe saliry,
i - iy

WO e gevsodiig |
Ao O RN TONE Ui

oo
AR i s

i
i tore S st Iy D DTG e
P 106 @ b Of T fou

Epeciud by the Municipal Corpormion. It reads

CISSUes notcee 1o '

- o1 et o

T Nutsonal Medical Comminson (NMO) has
AL & ABOW-CaLIre NROTICH 1O g
For fuiling o subwmic detally sboun lhu.'
vlid s st s i bt Thw e e,

0
At iburion.

e theme of this years
NSO n +Innovating for

Qual

"wuh the rghe -uu-
rkl |
Jamws iry orervictios thamm
sccems o better quality

Vo
pecurity,
wrowth, and the v.-nun of
OUE TATTONTR T

VYvonne |'|'Ikh llllvv‘lm
Ganeral of the Tnternation.

OREAEen, (he oo
von of bybed varleties.
and the adoption of Al

LIS pracel
.- m e right -n

Bcers wha Alaw 4
Procen. Mr. War
Whsar Fabaed e b
cransing minimum P pen-

barship of s
Uurd o podt Sopromber 1
044 Fotivaes, Wil Do Ul
foe cl .l-uuu e
-Aml on higher W

PPM to inaugurate festival to
celebrate culture, economy

Cuttack hospital likely to be
a one-stop centre for sickle

Finiounily, Tuoa baowis Addst S chmmi At ranCipmala of
"s O e el |'!'I el AN privne
o wnnlbogns nn Cw st

of eight northeastern States |cell anaemia treatment .

il cnallegm. Carv
Hwclude Miilani Asid M-dn-l Calloge, Atat
b Vafprayo 1
BME Hanpital and D Saba
Madical Coll e NML

b A?lnnlh

i roless
et shoinrwnt the slvesihs abenit Ve orTpIE

ol hltrlhnl Ndwrboun, 06
hy Pwnl‘
vl

ot v

Trnw Ministor Nurosdie
Mum will tnuugurate the
AW i MaTuay,
A Urvo-day fearival

‘Freeze NRC and eviction

wsbn, b

sty B dvin 1oyt

LA, TUAIAL W Brasih SomApovi iy 16 v
w4 CHAC, ik T (K Lk said i o

rnalyain o (e ARUALGEL 1L LT CoaltCSaa v

Manipur. The M)IUI'I“"II)II“ Miren Singh
Kovarmiment s panh for NRC o detect und
.hpnn“;l»-ul u‘\la -nu“ nnm MyAmAr i

e doite
Wit o e et
il wivan

il Ningss
Ibuw-!l

Chieny (N!ll.‘t k’wthllq‘d "'”\l tbzl\

'ln ST ke the two

o

8

Ny

e MBarat Masdagra:
Now Delhi 10 showe -hv |Iw
cubual, sock
namic b ke

the -Ilnll

e S
Minie
Devalopmant
el Jebin
i e Teatival

v

o0 VI rextibo ndua-

Uy, urthnal crany, ansd

uan‘lnpll 1ndication
G prodhct.

e Neatos
Arunuelinl - Bea
Aeah, Meglualayn, num‘nn.

L
Torrwsd 1o wa “Ashralakah-

Parliament
should focus
on pressing
issues: BSp

e Ubodu Buseau

v

HUATHAAIY ST MUTLy (0
W

L rhe evei

Wk ks donigebon o Gl
noas rolationstipe betwoon
oreisuny

A UL b
Wit o the NAIOLAY,
M Hbimtla gfliaived the
importance of the nocth.

il B s L -
Sopment, algning  with
Prime Mi

it
1w viskon,

avi
pompt iy,
Bk,
hrumlodlv
al

Prove this vahse .n..m of lor
wal g, o [
far e .n.l Alim nmu
ml--d eeonomic
e
"w pnnlliilll“! in gt Uw
"o

We-dre, worklsii te
theas with

of Hhe counuy and 'eha
Workd,” o Minlater auid,

IHUHANEAWAN

Trem
hdren's O'uml t\lh

by the discuse in
TN TTORE ST TR

ng| ro. diugnostic
o V‘ If‘l ' l-l‘lllll" el
coted wards, and_on-sitw

o
RN vl-muhh

"
et for ettt of
wckle coll anavimia

ual onh the coun
vates

-lrldu cull (nmuu. with
RO biviTale nllu
fomead  fan 470,
PEPOUNM, tranalating o -

O T he Stste Alio cops
the list n IM mimber o
vartbies, wikh 4,6

Tab 1h Lok Natitaa, the N
donal mckle Coll Anasrnin
EHmination "
N Anm Wi Imun

1on.

paTS
TR TS
|

L
I the el

0,52,
kel ey ol 17
u.uun—d Maton,  lave
Buwnn soreein
SRA oraknbng

YA BN mop cenite for 'kk
Jo coll eroatmnent wlll b
tablinhed

ol ¥

EZ

v grimialid by
)

AR pe @ v
by Union A bwakh an ¥
Iy Wellace Minkiter Jagal
Prakuah Nadda on VI‘f‘V

lawdd trabning o enhance

Nirmala Sitharaman urges women to
join Central schemes and be self-reliant

ih M
Trday wald thint the ruling
W and 1he  Oppositon
shoull wnmuy that the
Winter Sesslon of l‘nlllu
P Toeaieens on e
yn pronsiiog

o e

v b Thinrid OGe W ATERIA

Dtowerr, bnving (he ik

WLl asis dnrvenle
wald.

she

Vrog
diwtricr of
N rwniti it et vos
(g Wt Lanlie Knepooel S
Ihargavprin, At

M Al

o soartoc 30 v Bl

wchomn for weifholn

M wnuhl Nl

) mmm. luMuun “bludie,
v

Forvmrire Mibssatng HIEmala 1 e wilh anisarms spesal

st . Il
That tndias develon
shaould b led by \Onil'u'lh
ahw

2]

st
"irime Mintster Nursn
R S L R T
Bt i Laakdippar) abidi
wAlags vl il it
Dan "
Work thay have

Raburday. ang

0y e, W are
Vo fanc in)

nnintans
And tratning through every

self ol Groupe. | Feaues
wVRIYOne 1o become part

fake AAVANLARY O
THAL evwryOne can becams

pwbile,” Mu, Sitha-
ol

it
Carsd (Crops, KOG (Animal
Musbandrvy & Piadwries),
Stand Up Imll.. PM-BVA
AL et M Vsl han

A o e, oan
wancton leitone for teianl
WOCIor, MSMES, SHGA and
u .

waiw dink 3
the Matonal Wank for
Aggrleulture and Rural De
welopment wnd the Small
Indymiries  Deswlopment
M Tenlda

ey, o
nan oot Bodiabic: an

ror
e I won:
AUCTINE TToatiwnt, study
A i o RICU (B
wald 1ot e

India Art Fair
cancels its
Mumbai show

RICICERITEYY

The Indiu Arr Fuir, New
wll, s wltinl e
At

Moy

Aty

¥ L
Sne ik reported about
Whis falr cotnesding with a
WAL v, AT AUl

l'v\nﬂ'l“‘nh the cancal
Bt s ol

e
ol aeda A What
wo want w oA
AVLEOITRM,
Ry has bean concorned
ot TAF Comumponiey
being held ur the same
next




PM to inaugurate festival to
celebrate culture, economy
of eight northeastern States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
“Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav,
2024”, a three-day festival
beginning December 6 at
the Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi to showcase the
cultural, social, and eco-
nomic fabric of the eight
northeastern States.

Union Minister for the
Development of North
Eastern Region Jyotiraditya
Scindia said the festival
would provide an unprece-
dented platform for the re-
gion’s vibrant textile indus-
try, artisanal crafts, and
Geographical Indication
(GI) products.

‘Ashtalakshmi’ States

Assam, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripu-
ra, and Sikkim are also re-
ferred to as “Ashtalaksh-

Narendra Modi

”

mi” or eight forms of
prosperity. “They contri-
bute significantly to India’s
cultural, social, and eco-
nomic fabric. The event
will foster long-term busi-
ness relationships between
the northeast’s artisans
and buyers, and is expect-
ed to generate a large vol-
ume of on-spot sales and
many bulk orders,” the Mi-
nister said.

At the curtain-raiser
event for the ‘Mahotsav’,
Mr. Scindia highlighted the
importance of the north-

east in India’s future deve-
lopment, aligning with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision. “It is the
PM’s vision that the engine
for the growth of India
should be the northeast re-
gion. The eight avatars of
Lakshmi — prosperity, opu-
lence, purity, wealth,
knowledge, duty, agricul-
ture, animal husbandry -
represent the essence of
the northeast,” he said.

Mr. Scindia said the Mi-
nistry had set up five task
forces to analyse and im-
prove the value chain of lo-
cal products, ensuring that
farmers and artisans maxi-
mised their economic
potential.

“The possibilities in the
northeast are massive,
whether it's bamboo, rub-
ber, or other local pro-
ducts. We are working to
connect these with the rest
of the country and the
world,” the Minister said.



* Festival Overview

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi to inaugurate
the "Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav, 2024" on
December 6 in New Delhi.

* The three-day festival will showcase the
cultural, social, and economic fabric of eight
northeastern states.
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* Participating States

* The festival represents the Ashtalakshmi states: Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura, and Sikkim.

* These states are referred to as "Ashtalakshmi", symbolizing prosperity in
various forms such as wealth, knowledge, agriculture, and animal
husbandry.
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e Economic Boost

* The event aims to strengthen business ties between northeastern

artisans and buyers.

* Expected to generate significant on-spot sales and bulk orders for
local Gl-tagged products crafts, and textiles.
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* Support for Local Artisans and Farmers

* The Union Minister for Development of North Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya
Scindia, announced the formation of five task forces.

* These task forces will work to enhance the value chain of local products,
ensuring maximum economic benefits for farmers and artisans.
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e Vision for the Northeast

* The festival aligns with the Prime Minister's vision of the northeast as an
engine for India's future growth.

* Highlights the region's potential in bamboo, rubber, and other local
industries, aiming to connect them with national and global markets.
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Cuttack hospital likely to be
a one-stop centre for sickle
cell anaemia treatment

Sa undar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

A team from the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UN-
ICEF) visited the Haematol-
ogy Department at SCB
Medical College, Cuttack,
to assess its potential for
development as a one-stop
centre for the treatment of
sickle cell anaemia.

Odisha leads the coun-
try in the prevalence of
sickle cell disease, with
89,329 individuals diag-
nosed from 47,62,739
screenings, translating to a
disease rate of 1.88%. This
is significantly higher than
the national average of
0.38%. The State also tops
the list in the number of
carriers, with 3,66,289 in-
dividuals, representing
7.69% of the population.

As per a reply furnished
by Union Health and Fami-
ly Welfare Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Friday

Odisha is among the
States most affected
by the disease in
India, with 89,329
individuals diagnosed

in the Lok Sabha, the Na-
tional Sickle Cell Anaemia
Elimination Mission
(NSCAEM) was launched in
2023 and a total of
4,75,42,776 people, includ-
ing 1,98,62,568 in the tri-
bal-dominated areas of 17

identified States, have
been screened.
Skill training
“A one-stop centre for sick-

le cell treatment will be es-
tablished at SCB Medical
College Hospital, offering
comprehensive care under
one roof. The centre will
be equipped with essential
medical equipment, and
staff will undergo special-
ised training to enhance

their skills. It will provide a
range of services, includ-
ing patient care, diagnostic
testing, ICU facilities, dedi-
cated wards, and on-site
medicine distribution, en-
suring holistic and stream-
lined treatment,” said R.K.
Jena, a professor of Haema-
tology of SCB Medical Col-
lege.

The UNICEF team and a
team from the National
Health Mission jointly visit-
ed SCB Medical College
Hospital and inspected the
infrastructure of the Hae-
matology Department lab-
oratory, day care centre,
ward, bone marrow tran-
splant centre, and Gynae-
cology Department.

“The Haematology De-
partment of SCB Medical
College Hospital, which
has been declared a Center
of Competence, is con-
ducting treatment, study
and research on blood dis-
eases,” said Prof. Jena.



What are
Sickle Cell Disorders?

« A group of disorders that cause
red blood cells to become
misshapen and break down.

» The cells die early, leaving a short
age of healthy red blood cells and
can block blood flow causing pain.

Types:

Sickle Cell Anaemia Sickle Cell Crisis

Dysfunctional red cells Blockage of blood vessels

due to abnormal causing severe pain or
haemoglobin organ damage (‘




Normal Normal Sickle

erythrocyte cell
red blood cell anemia

o \ﬁ// |

\
SErpe
4
grO (

\

. .
Q_ s Sickle ‘ ighaandiesonas
shaped and easily aggregated.,

they can block the smalle

red blood cell blood vesseis



What is Sickle Cell Disease (SCD)?

Chromosome 11 Normal red blood cells Sickle cells

‘e

Normal
hemoglobin

Pain crises
due to ischemia

Anemia

Defective
hemoglobin

Two copies of a
mutated Hemoglobin
Subunit Beta
(HBB) gene

r

Susceptibility
to infections

Sickle cells
impede blood flow

\

Blood vessel



* SCB Medical College, Cuttack, as a Sickle Cell Anemia Centre

* UNICEF and the National Health Mission evaluated SCB Medical College to
develop it as a one-stop treatment center for sickle cell anemia.

* The facility will provide comprehensive care, including diagnostic testing,

ICU services, and medicine distribution.
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* Odisha's High Disease Prevalence

* Odisha has the highest prevalence of sickle cell disease in India, with
89,329 diagnosed cases from 47,62,739 screenings.

* The state also leads in carriers, with 3,66,289 individuals, representing
7.69% of the population
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* National Efforts Against Sickle Cell Disease

* The National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission (NSCAEM) was
launched in 2023 to combat the disease.

e Over 4.75 crore individuals in tribal-dominated areas across 17 states
have been screened under this mission.
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e Skill Training for Hospital Staff

e Staff at SCB Medical College will undergo specialized training to

enhance their skills for comprehensive care.

* The hospital will be equipped with essential infrastructure like bone
marrow transplant facilities and a day care center.
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* Research and Development at SCB

* The Haematology Department conducts studies and research on

blood diseases and has been declared a Center of Competence.

* The department focuses on innovative treatment methods and
providing streamlined care.
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S5 CRASHES, 20 FATALITIESEVERY HOURIN 2023; CRASHES UP 4.2% AS COMPARED TO 2022

India continues to top road accident fatalities globally with over 1.72L deaths in 2023

DHEERAJMISHRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 30

UNION MINISTER of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said that
over 4.8 lakh road accidents took
place in the country last year that
resulted inover 1.72 lakh people
fatalities. When compared with
the 2022 data on road accidents,
the crashes have increased by 4.2
percentand thereisanincrease
of 2.6 per cent in fatalities. Over
4.61 lakh road accidents and
over 1.68 lakh fatalities took
place in2022.

The Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways is yet to
release the 2023 report on road

crashes in India. While address-
ing an event on road safety in
Lucknow, Gadkari said that out
of the total deaths in the acci-
dent, around 10,000 deceased
are minors.,

“In the areas outside schools
and colleges, 35,000 accidents
and 10,000 deaths took place. A
total of 35,000 deaths are of
pedestrians. A total of 54,000
deaths happened due to not
wearing helmets and 16,000
deaths have occurred due to not
wearing seat belts. A total of
12,000 deaths have occurred due
to overloaded vehicles. Similarly
driving without a valid licence
accounted for around 34,000 of
the total crashes. The remaining
deaths occur due to old vehicles,

il s

old technology like not being able
toapply brakesetc.," said Gadkari
during the event, He further said
that the most important thing in

epaperindianexpress:com mumm =E

‘ ‘ ... there are potholes

on the roads at many
places. Thereis lack of
underpasses, overbridges.
We have identified black
spotsinroad engineering
problem and such spots
are being rectified on the
National Highways..."

— NITINGADKARI

MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS

thisis that the highest number of
road accident deaths in the world
occurs in India and out of this, the
highest number of deaths occur

in Uttar Pradesh (UP). “There
have been 44,000 road accidents
in UP and out of these 23,650
deaths have occurred. Of these,
1,800 deaths are of people below
18 years of age and 10,000 are of
pedestrians and two-wheelers.
There have been 8,726 deaths
due to overspeeding,” Gadkari
said in Lucknow.

Gadkari said that these acci-
dents are happening because
people do not have respect and
fear for the law. “There are many
reasons for accidents, but the
biggest reason is human behav-
iour. This is also true that there
are potholes on the roads at
many places. There is a lack of
underpasses and foot over
bridges. We have identified the

black spots in this road engineer-
ing problem and such spots are
being rectified on the National
Highways by spending about Rs
40,000 crore. All roads are not
under me, I am the Minister of
National Highways only. There
are many state highways and
district roads. It also concerns the
state government. The cause of
the accident can be found and
rectified,” the Minister said.

He said that instructions
have been given to companies to
improve automobile engineer-
ing. Along with this, an aware-
ness programme is being run.
“Weare trying toensure that the
state government includes ‘rules
of the road' inits curriculum. We
were talking about reducing ac-

cidents by 50 per cent by 2024,
but they have not reduced. This
means we need to do more
work,” said Nitin Gadkari.
Sources said that the Road crash
severity i.e fatalities per 100
crashes have marginally de-
creased to 36 in 2023 from 36.5
in2022. Overspeeding is the ma-
jor cause of accidents, where
68.1 per cent people in 2023 died
because of this reason. Two-
wheeler users accounted for
44 8 per centand pedestrians ac-
counted for nearly 20 per cent of
all road crash fatalities.

Onanaverage,in 2023, India
witnessed 1,317 road crashes
and 474 fatalities every day or 55
crashes and 20 fatalities every
hour.



* Road Accident Statistics in India (2023)
* Over 4.8 lakh road accidents occurred, resulting in 1.72 lakh fatalities.

 This marks a 4.2% increase in crashes and a 2.6% rise in fatalities
compared to 2022.
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* Major Causes of Accidents
* Overspeeding accounted for 68.1% of fatalities in 2023.

* Two-wheeler users represented 44.8% of deaths, while pedestrians
made up nearly 20%.
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* Regional Data: Uttar Pradesh
e UP reported 44,000 road accidents, with 23,650 fatalities.

* Over 8,726 deaths occurred due to overspeeding, and 10,000 were of
pedestrians and two-wheeler riders.
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e Contributing Factors to Accidents

* Lack of road infrastructure, such as underpasses and overbridges, and
potholes were identified as major issues.

* Non-compliance with safety measures like helmets, seat belts, and
overloading contributed to fatalities.
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* Government Interventions

* Black spots on highways are being rectified with a 40,000 crore

budget allocation.

* Initiatives to include road safety rules in educational curricula are

underway.
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 Awareness and Engineering Solutions

* Automakers are being instructed to enhance vehicle safety
technologies like braking systems.

* Road crash severity (fatalities per 100 crashes) slightly declined to 36
in 2023 from 36.5 in 2022
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 Call for Behavioral Change

* Union Minister Nitin Gadkari emphasized the need for public respect for
traffic laws to reduce accidents.

* He highlighted human behavior as the primary cause of accidents,
alongside infrastructural gaps
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. Libya: 73.4 deaths per 100,000 people

. Thailand: 32.7 deaths per 100,000 people

Malawi: 31.6 deaths per 100,000 people

Liberia: 31.3 deaths per 100,000 people

Congo (Brazzaville): 31.2 deaths per 100,000 people
Tanzania: 29.2 deaths per 100,000 people

Central African Republic: 29.0 deaths per 100,000 people
Rwanda: 28.9 deaths per 100,000 people

Mozambique: 28.7 deaths per 100,000 people

Burkina Faso: 27.7 deaths per 100,000 people



Hold that drink

Alcohol deaths and diseases are rising.
Know how the spirit affects your body

FE FEATURES

NEW DATAREVEALS alcohol deaths have
doubled in the United States. Research
has also shown that even small
amounts of alcohol are detri-
mental to health. What do physi-
cianssee in their OPDs? Are there
more cases where alcohol has a
direct effect as a causative agent
for disease? Dr Suranjit Chatter-
jee, senior consultant, internal
medicine, Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals, says:*Yeswe have been
observing cases where alcohol
directly contributes to health issues,
including alcohol use diserders (AUDs),
liver diseases, and certain cancers.
Chronicalcohol consumption is linked to
over 200 diseases, with specific condi-
tions like alcoholic liver disease (ALD),

a.as a

A

Dr Suranjit
Chatterjee

pancreatitis,and cardiovasculardiseases
being particularly prevalent. Even mod-
erate drinking has been associated with
detrimental health effects, such as
increased risks of cancer and
- cardiovascular complications.”
This trend is alarming, as it
suggests that even small
amounts of alcohol can have
significant negative impactson
health, prompting physicians to
advocate for more awareness
and preventive measures
regarding alcohol consumption
in their patients.

Common perception is that alcohol
affects only the liver. What other
organs/ illnesses have alcohol as a
direct causative agent?

While the liver is often highlighted as

o e a

the primary organ affected by alcohol,
numerous other organs and conditions
are also impacted. Alcohol is a leading
cause of chronic pancreatitis and signif-
icantly increases the risk of gastroin-

testinalissues,such as gastroesophageal
reflux disease (GERD) and gastrointesti-
nal bleeding. Moreover, it contributes to
cardiovascular diseases by increasing
blood pressure and promoting arrhyth-

financialexp.epapein.. sh@h @

mias.Alcohol consumption isalso linked
to several cancers beyond liver cancer,
including breast, esophageal, and
colorectal cancers. The immune system
suffersaswell; heavydrinking canimpair
immune responses, making individuals
more susceptible to infections, This
multifaceted impact underscores the
need for a broader understanding of
alcohol's health implications beyond just
liver damage.

The lifespan or the healthy lifespan of
even a moderate drinker decreases by
how much?

Moderate drinking has been shown
to decrease both lifespan and healthy
lifespan significantly, Studies suggest
that even light to moderate alcohol con-
sumption canincrease therisk of devel-
oping various health conditions that
ultimately lead to premature death. For
instance, research indicates that mod-
erate drinkers may experience a reduc-
tion in healthy lifespan by approxi-
mately 1-2 years compared to
non-drinkers. This is particularly con-
cerning considering that many people
perceive moderate drinking as safe or
even beneficial. The
cumulative effects of alcohol on health-

New Delhi
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especially when considering its role in
chronic diseases and accidents-high-
light the need for re-evaluating what
constitutes ‘moderate’drinking in pub-
lic health discussions.

Does alcohol affect men and women
differently?

Alcohol affects men and women dif-
ferently due to biological and physiolog-
ical factors.Women generally metabolise
alcohol differently than men; they tend
to have a higher blood alcohol concen-
tration after consuming the same
amount of alcohol due to lower body
watercontent and differencesin enzyme
activity. This leads toincreased suscepti-
bility to alcohol-related health issues
such as liver disease and breast cancer
among women.

Additionally, studies show that
women are more likely to develop AUDs
atlowerlevels of consumption compared
to men. Furthermore, hormonal differ-
ences can influence how alcohol affects
moad and behaviour in women, poten-
tiallyleading to higherrates of depression
and anxiety associated with drinking.
Understanding these differences is criti-
cal fortalloring prevention strategiesand
treatment options for both genders.
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* Impact of Alcohol on Health
 Recent studies show alcohol-related deaths have doubled in the U.S.

* Even moderate alcohol consumption has significant adverse health
Impacts.
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* Diseases Linked to Alcohol Consumption

* Alcohol directly contributes to conditions like:
* Alcohol use disorders (AUDs), liver diseases, and cancers (e.g., liver, breast, esophageal, colorectal).
* Chronicissues such as alcoholic liver disease (ALD), pancreatitis, and cardiovascular diseases.
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e Effect on Lifespan

* Moderate drinking can reduce life expectancy by 1-2 years compared
to non-drinkers.

* Even light drinking increases risks of chronic illnesses and premature
death.
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e Differences in Men and Women

 Women process alcohol differently due to biological and physiological

factors.

* Women are more likely to develop alcohol-related health issues at

lower consumption

IR Eﬂ‘cﬁﬂﬂy

evels.

5 BRUT ¥ Aedl W Bl AT g I

31fec

°H WU TR %} Ul wR1e ¥ Geifd oy gwwnsl
|

N G

R



* Misconceptions About Alcohol

* Alcohol doesn’t just affect the liver; it also impacts other organs like
the pancreas, heart, and immune system.

* Heavy drinking weakens the immune system, making individuals more
prone to infections.
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 Call for Awareness and Prevention
* Need for redefining "moderate drinking" in public health discussions.

* Physicians emphasize the importance of awareness regarding alcohol
consumption and its long-term effects.
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10.

. Cook Islands: 12.97 liters of pure alcohol per capita

. Latvia: 12.9 liters

Czechia: 12.73 liters
Lithuania: 11.93 liters
Austria: 11.9 liters

Antigua and Barbuda: 11.88 liters

. Estonia: 11.65 liters

France: 11.44 liters
Bulgaria: 11.18 liters

Slovenia: 11.05 liters



* The National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-
5) provides insights into alcohol
consumption among men aged 15 years and
above across various states:

1.Arunachal Pradesh: 52.7%
2.Telangana: 43.3%
3.Sikkim: 39.8%

4.Goa: 36.9%

5.Manipur: 37.5%
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Plastic treaty negotiations fail with |Bangladesh upheaval has not led to
countries split over production cuts spike in border interceptions: data
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‘America first': A supporter wearing a mask of Donald Trump holds

=

an Amenican Flag near Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate on Friday, 4

Associated Press
WEST PALM BEACH

U.S. President-elect Do-
nald Trump on Saturday
threatened 100% tariffs
against a bloc of nine na-
tions if they act to under-
mine the US. dollar.

His threat was directed
at countries in the so-
called BRICS alliance,
which consists of Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South
Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, and the United Arab
Emirates,

While the U.S. dolkar is
by far the most-used cur-
rency in global business
and has survived past chal-
lenges to Its preeminence,
members of the alliance
and other developing na-
tions say they are tired of
America's dominance of
the global financial system.

The dollar represents
roughly 58% of the world's
foreign exchange reserves,
according to the IMF and
magor commodities like oil
are still primarily bought
and sold using dollars. The
dollar’'s dominance |s
threatened with BRICS's
growing share of GDP and
the alliance’s intent to
trade in  non-dollar
currencies.

Mr. Trump, in a Truth
Social post, said: “We re-
quire a commitment from
these Countries that they
will neither create a new
BRICS Currency, nor back
any other Currency 1o re-
place the mighty U.S. Dol-
far or, they will face 100%
Tariffs, and should expect
o say goodbye to selling in-
to the wonderful U.S. Eco-
nomy."

Russia’s stand

At a BRICS summit in O¢
twber, Russian President
Viadimir Putin accused the
U.S. of “weaponising” the
doflar and described it as a
“big mistake®.

“It’s not us who refuse
to use the dollar,” he said.
“But if they don't let us
work, what can we do? We
are forced to search for
alternatives.”

Russia has specifically
pushed for the creation of
a new payment system that
would offer an alternative
to the global bank messag-
ing network, SWIFT, and
allow Moscow to dodge
Western sanctions.

Research shows that the
US. dollar's role as the
primary global reserve cur-
rency is not threatened in
the near future,
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* Trump’s Tariff Threat Against BRICS Nations

* U.S. President-elect Donald Trump threatened 100% tariffs on BRICS countries

(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) and others like Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and
UAE.

* The threat aims to deter these nations from undermining the U.S. dollar by
creating alternative currencies or payment systems.
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* Dollar’s Global Dominance

* The U.S. dollar accounts for 58% of the world’s foreign exchange

reserves and dominates global trade.

* Major commodities like oil are predominantly traded in dollars,
solidifying its role as the world’s reserve currency.
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 BRICS and Dollar Alternatives

* BRICS nations, representing a growing share of global GDP, are
exploring alternatives to reduce reliance on the dollar.

* Russia has advocated for a new payment system to bypass SWIFT and

Western sanctions.
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e Putin’s Criticism of the Dollar

e At a recent BRICS summit, Russian President Vladimir Putin accused the
U.S. of “weaponizing” the dollar, forcing other nations to seek alternatives.

* He emphasized that countries are compelled to act due to U.S. sanctions
and restrictions.
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* Economic Implications

* Trump’s tariffs could impact global trade and relations with BRICS
nations, potentially escalating economic tensions.

* Experts note that despite BRICS efforts, the U.S. dollar’s dominance as
the reserve currency remains secure for now.
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Bangladesh upheaval has not led to
a spike in border interceptions: data

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The recent major political
changes in Bangladesh
have not led to a significant
increase in the number of
undocumented people in-
tercepted on the border
while entering or leaving
India, Union government
data show.

Between August 5,
when then Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina fled to India, and No-
vember 27, 1,393 people
from Bangladesh were ap-
prehended along the Inter-
national Border. From Ja-
nuary 1 to August 4, the
number was 1,144, the data
accessed by The Hindu
show. In all, 3,907 undocu-
mented people have been
intercepted so far this year,
which includes Indians
and people of other nation-
alities. In 2023, 5,095 were
intercepted, including
3,137 Bangladeshis.

BO rder No major rise in number of undocumented

people due to the political changes in

tra ﬂSIt Bangladesh

Status Quo Despite the political | In 2024 so far,
TS turmoil in the number of

Yeai haiAs Bangladesh, undocumented
T between August 5 people intercepted

2018 2,995 and November 27, was 3,907

2019 2,480 only 1,393 persons

2020 3,295 were apprehended

2021 2,451

Other than wundocu-
mented Bangladeshis, the
Border Security Force in-
tercepted 873 Indians en-
tering Bangladesh without
documents from January 1
to August 4.

The number of Indians
who wanted to cross to
Bangladesh from August 5
to November 27 stood at
388. This year, 109 people
from other nationalities,

including of Myanmar,
were stopped at the bor-
der. In 2018, 2019, 2020,
2021, and 2022, the num-
ber of Bangladeshis inter-
cepted was 2,995, 2,480,
3,295, 2,451, and 3,074,
respectively.

The BSF, deployed
along the 4,096-km border
with Bangladesh, has been
on a heightened vigilance
since August, with instruc-

tions from the Union
Home Ministry “to not al-
low anyone into the coun-
try without valid docu-
ments”.

On alert
After the recent arrest in
Dhaka of Chinmoy Krishna
Das, spokesperson of the
Bangladesh Sammilito Sa-
natani Jagaran Jote, an um-
brella group of minority re-
ligious communities, in an
alleged case of sedition,
the BSF has tightened its vi-
gil along the border.
“There could be in-
stances when members of
the minority community
may want to enter India
fearing for their safety, but
till now, no such scenario
has emerged. There were a
few reports from Dinajpur
in north Bengal but no
mass movement of people
is noticed so far. We stop
unauthorised entry of all
people,” a senior BSF offi-
cial said.



Plastic treaty negotiations fail with
countries split over production cuts

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Delegates from nearly 170
countries who gathered in
Busan, South Korea, failed
to agree on a framework
agreement to eliminate
plastic pollution, despite a
week of negotiations.

While this was the fifth
and officially final round of
talks of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiations Com-
mittee that began in 2022,
ultimately the chasm bet-
ween the blocs of coun-
tries — those that saw cut-
ting plastic production as
necessary to eliminate
plastic waste and those
that didn’t — proved too
wide to overcome. Coun-
tries, however, have decid-
ed to resume negotiations,
likely sometime next year,
under the tentative banner
of INC-5.2.

As of Sunday evening,
the assembly of countries
in the final plenary ex-

CM

' |

Delegates pose for a group photo at tﬁe end of a member state
press briefing during the fifth meeting of the INC in Busan. AFP

pressed disappointment as
well their reservations on
several paragraphs in a
text, which was synthe-
sised by the Chair of the
proceedings, Luis Vayas
Valdivieso, following nego-
tiations by countries in an
attempt to cobble an agree-
ment.

“We share the unhappi-
ness we feel in this room
with the limited amount of

progress that we were able
to make,” said Hugo Schal-
ly, who spoke on behalf of
the European Union at the
closing plenary.

At the other end, other
delegates saw proceedings
as trying to reach
“beyond” addressing plas-
tic pollution. “Everyone is
bringing their own lenses
and turning it into a pre-
text for trade restrictions,

economic agendas, and
commercial competition
disguised as environmen-
tal action,” said Salman Al-
Ajmi who spoke for
Kuwait.

A long-standing sticking
point, and vehemently op-
posed by countries such as
Saudi Arabia whose econo-
mies are centred on petro-
chemicals and the produc-
tion of plastic polymers,
was the push to have coun-
tries set targets to cut vir-
gin plastic polymer pro-
duction. This position was
also unacceptable to India.

“India would like to
state its inability to support
any measures to regulate
the production of primary
plastic polymers as it has
larger implications in res-
pect of the right to deve-
lopment of Member
States,” said Indian delega-
tion leader Naresh Pal
Gangwar of the Environ-
ment Ministry, at the

plenary




* Failure of Plastic Treaty Negotiations in Busan

* Delegates from nearly 170 countries failed to agree on a framework to
combat plastic pollution after a week of discussions in Busan, South Korea.

* The negotiations were part of the fifth and final round of the
Intergovernmental Negotiations Committee (INC) that started in 2022.
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* Key Division: Production Cuts

* Countries were divided over whether to impose limits on the

production of plastic polymers.

* Nations like Saudi Arabia and India opposed production targets, citing

economic and deve

opmental concerns.
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e Saudi Arabia and India's Stand

* Saudi Arabia emphasized the economic importance of petrochemicals
and rejected limits on polymer production.

* India argued that regulating polymer production would infringe on
the developmental rights of member states.
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* European Union’s Perspective

* The EU delegation expressed dissatisfaction with the limited progress and
called for more stringent measures to address plastic pollution.

* They accused some countries of prioritizing trade over environmental
concerns.
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* Future Negotiations

* Countries agreed to resume discussions under INC-5.2 next year to
attempt bridging the differences.

* The ongoing lack of consensus reflects broader global tensions over
balancing environmental goals with economic interests.
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The Mid-Infrared Instrument (MIRI) of the James Webb Space Telescope captured this brilliant new view of the famous Sombrero Galaxy (officially M104). The core of the galaxy is

dim in this view, revealing a smooth inner disk as well as details of how the clumpy gas in the outer ring is distributed. Its name comes from an image by the Hubble telescope,
where, together with its prominent core, it appeared like the broad-brimmed hat. NASA
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New HIV infections declined
44% in 2023, AIDS-related
deaths down 79%, says Nadda
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New HIV infections declined
44% in 2023, AIDS-related
deaths down 79%, says Nadda

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s sustained efforts
have ensured that the pre-
valence of HIV epidemic in
the country remained in
low levels over the years,
with new infections in
2023 almost 44% lower
than in 2010, while AIDS-
related deaths declined by
79%, Union Health Minis-
ter J.P. Nadda said at an
event held on Sunday to
mark World AIDS Day.

Data released by the Mi-
nistry showed that HIV
prevalence in adults conti-
nued to be high in Mizo-
ram and Nagaland, closely
followed by Manipur.
Further, its rising trend in
Punjab is a cause for con-
cern.

It continues to be high
among high-risk groups
such as women sex work-
ers, transgender people,
truckers, and migrants.

The rising trend of
prevalence in Punjab
is a cause for
concern, show data

According to the HIV
burden estimation report,
which provides updated
evidence of the prevalence
level and trend of the HIV
epidemic, Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka, and Te-
langana had an estimated
adult prevalence higher
than 0.4% (the national

prevalence stands at
0.20%).
25.44 lakh people

The report said that even
with the low prevalence,
India still had an estimated
25.44 lakh people living
with HIV in 2023. Women
aged 15-plus accounted for
44% of it, while nearly 3%
of the cases were among
children.

Speaking at a function
held in Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday, the Minister noted
that India in the past
adopted a 90-90-90 target
for combating AIDS, refer-
ring to the targets of de-
tecting 90% cases of AIDS
in the country, treating
90% of identified people
with antiretroviral therapy
(ART), and having the viral
load suppressed in 90% of
them. He said the targets
were later increased to 95-
95-95, of which now 81%
people with AIDS had been
identified, 88% were being
given ART, and the viral
load in 97% had been
suppressed.

Mr. Nadda emphasised
the importance of caution
to prevent HIV infection,
the need to adopt a healthy
lifestyle, and the signifi-
cance of raising awareness
while combating stereo-
types through various
initiatives.




* Decline in HIV and AIDS Statistics (2023)

* New HIV infections in India declined by 44% in 2023 compared to
2010.

* AIDS-related deaths dropped by 79% during the same period.
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 HIV Prevalence Trends

* The national adult HIV prevalence is at 0.20%, but states like Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Manipur
show higher prevalence rates (>0.4%).

* Punjab has shown a concerning rise in HIV prevalence.
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* Vulnerable Groups

* High-risk groups include women sex workers, transgender individuals,
truckers, and migrants.

 Women aged 15+ constitute 44% of those living with HIV, while
children account for nearly 3%.
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Estimated HIV Cases

India had an estimated 25.44 lakh people living with HIV in 2023.

Despite the decline, vigilance and awareness remain crucial to
combating the epidemic.
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Achievements in Combating AIDS

Under the 90-90-90 target, 90% of cases were identified, 90% treated with ART, and 90% achieved viral
suppression.

Revised targets of 95-95-95 showed further progress, with 81% cases identified, 88% treated, and 97%
achieving viral suppression.
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HIV/AIDS

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a diseasa of the
immune system caused by Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).

~—=0ORIGINS

The Wkelihoed is that HIV emerged from Simian iImmunodeficency
Virus (SIV). an ancient disease that is widespread in wild apes.
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outside the bod

HOW IT ATTACKS

IMMUNE SYSTEM ATTACKED

It kills white blood cells that work 1o keep
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When enough of these celis are killed off
t leaves the body open to infection and
aisease

HOW ITS PREVENTED
NO VACCINE, NO CURE
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treatment for expectant Mums
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Types of HIV Treatments

Stem-cell based gene therapy

A genetically engineered
hematopoietic stem

cell transplant with anti-HIV genes

< Broadly neutralizing antibodies
A rare type of antibody that works

\ to kill most ofthe HIV variants,
administered through a vaccine

Latency reversal
A strategy that involves drugs

that reactivate HIV in cells
then the immune system
(or anti-HIV drugs)
targets and kills those cells
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NEARLY ALL OF LATIN AMERICA Is EXCLUDED ASs DrRUG WiTH 100% EFFICIENCY SET TO REACH 120 POOR COUNTRIES

A twice-yearly shot could help end AIDS — only if it’s available to everyone in need

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MEXICOCITY. DECEMBER 1

IT'S BEEN called the closest the
world has ever come toa vaccine
yearly shot was 100% effective in
preventing HIV infections ina
study of women, and results
published Wednesday show it
worked nearly as well in men,
Drugmaker Gilead said it will
allow cheap, generic versions to
be sold in 120 poor countries with
high HIV rates — mostly in Africa,
Southeast Asia and the Caribbean.
But it has excluded nearly all of

Latin America, where rates are in-
creasing, sparking concern the
world is missing a critical oppor-
tunity to stop the disease,

“This is so far superior to any
other prevention method we
have, that it's unprecedented,”
said Winnie Byanyima, execu-
tive director of UNAIDS. She
credited Gilead for developing
the drug, but said the world's
ability to stop AIDS hinges onits
use in at-risk countries,

In a report issued to mark
World AIDS Day Sunday, UNAIDS
said that the number of AIDS
death last year — an estimated
630,000 — was at its lowest since

peaking in 2004, suggesting the

is now at “a historic cross-
roads” and hasachance toend the
epidemic. Thedrug called lenaca-
pavir is already sold under the
brand name Sunlenca totreat HIV
infections in the US, Canada,
Europe and elsewhere. The com-
pany plans to seek authorisation
soon for Sunlenca to be used for
HIV prevention.

Experts say the shots would
be particularly useful for margin-
alized people often fearful of
seeking care, including gay men,
sex workers and young women,

“lewould be a miracle for these

groups because it means they just

Experts say the shots would be
marginalised people often fea

rticularly useful for
of seeking care. AP file

epaper.indlanexprem .- -

have to show up twice ayearata
clinic and then they're protected.”
said UNAIDS' Byanyima,

“In Latin American countries,
there s still a lot of stigma, patients
are ashamed to ask for the pills,”
said Dr Alma Minerva Pérez, who
recruited and enrolled a dozen
stucly volunteers at a private re-
search center in Guadalajara.

Byanyimasaid other countries
besides Mexico that took partin
the research were also excluded
from the generics deal. including
Brazil, Peru and Argentina. “To
now deny them that drug is un-
conscionable.” she said.

The drugmaker said it is also

working on establishing “fast, ef-
ficient pathways to reach all peo-
ple who need or want lenaca-
pavit for HIV prevention.”

On Thursday, 15 advocacy
groups in Peru, Argentina,
Ecuador, Chile, Guatemala and
Colombiawrote to Gilead, asking
for generic Sunlenca to be made
available in Latin America. citing
the“alarming” inequity inaccess
to new HIV prevention tools
while infection rates were rising.

Dr Chnis Beyrer, director of
Giobal Health Institute at Duke
constituted “a public healthemes-
gency” in Latin Amenica,

© Em n

Asia Russell, executive direc-
tar of the advocacy group Health
Gap, said that with more than 1
million new HIV infections glob-
ally every year, established pre-
ventionmethods are not enough.
She urged countries like Brazil and
Mexico to issue “compulsory li-
censes,” where countries suspern
patents in a health crisis.

SalimAbdool Karim, anexpert
at South Africa's University of
KwaZulu-Natal, said he had never
seen a drug as effective as
Sunlencain preventing HIV, “The
mnssmg piece in the puzzle now
is how we get it to everyone who

needsit," he said.




Introduction of Twice-Yearly HIV Preventive Shot

A new drug, Lenacapavir, is hailed as a breakthrough with 100% effectiveness
in preventing HIV infections in trials.

It is administered as a twice-yearly shot and is expected to be a game-changer
in global HIV prevention efforts.
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Global Accessibility Concerns

The drugmaker, Gilead, plans to offer generic versions in 120 countries with high HIV rates, mostly in
Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Caribbean.

However, most of Latin America, including Brazil, Peru, and Argentina, has been excluded, raising
concerns of inequity.
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* Importance for Marginalized Groups

* Lenacapavir is particularly beneficial for
marginalized communities, including gay men, sex
workers, and young women, who often face barriers
to accessing HIV prevention tools.

* Experts emphasize that the simplicity of twice-
yearly doses could encourage usage among at-risk
populations.
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* Stigma and Access Issues in Latin America

 Cultural stigma and lack of access to generic drugs are significant
challenges in countries like Mexico and Guatemala.

* Advocacy groups in Latin America have called for “compulsory

licenses” to make the drug affordab
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 Global HIV and AIDS Trends

 UNAIDS reported that AlIDS-related deaths fell to an estimated
630,000 in 2023, the lowest since 2004.

* More than 1 million new HIV infections occur yearly, highlighting the
urgency for effective preventive solutions.
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NEW PEAK

GM Arjun breaks the 2800 ELO
barrier, second Indian after Anand

A LTEFI

AFP

Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi on Sunday became the second Indian
after legendary Viswanathan Anand and 16th worldwide to reach
the gold standard ELO rating of 2800, while also occupying fourth
spot in the latest rankings. The 21-year-old has 2801 rating points
for the fourth sport, just below USA’s Hikaru Nakamura (2802).



Jay Shah. aFp

Shah takes
charge
as ICC chair

Sports Bureau
MUMBAI

A day after resigning as the
secretary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCD), Jay Shah took over
as the chairperson of the
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC), the sport’s global
governing body.

“This is an exciting time
for the sport as we build up
to the LA28 Olympic Games
and strive to make cricket
more inclusive and popular
than ever before. We also
stand at a critical juncture
in terms of the coexistence
of multiple formats and ac-
celerating the growth of the
women’s game,” Shah said
in a statement released by
the ICC after assuming
charge at its headquarters
in Dubai on Sunday.
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Abbreviation

Predecessor

Formation

Type

Headquarters

Membership

Official
languages

Chairman

Deputy
Chairman

CEO

General
Manager

Revenue (2023)

Expenses
(2023)

ICC

Imperial Cricket Conference

(1909-1965)
International Cricket
Conference (1965-1987)

15 June 1909; 115 years
ago

International sport
federation

London, England (1909
2005)

Dubai, United Arab
Emirates (2005—present)

108 members

English

== Jay Shah
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4= Wasim Khan

US$904.385 million!?!
US$208.375 million'?!
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Centre postpones launch
of PM Intrnshlp Scheme

MANU KAUSHIK
& PRIYANSH VERMA
New Delhi, December 1

THE LAUNCH OF the ambitious
PM Internship Scheme (PMIS) has
been postponed, two sources from
the ministry of corporate affairs
(MCA) told FE, even as they insisted
the decision had little to do with
response to the scheme from com-
panies and job seekers.

As per the plan, the scheme was
supposed to start from today
(December 2),withadurationof 12
months for the first batch of benefi-
ciaries. “The new date is yet to be
determined. But the scheme has got
good response,” said an MCA offi-
cial,on condition of anonymity.

The official did not elaborate on
the reason for the postponement.

As perthe latest data from MCA,
the pilot project of PMIS received
over 650,000 applications for
125,000 opportunities, offered by
280 companies participatingin the
scheme.

Initially, the registration win-
dow was also expected to close on
November 10, but it was later
extended till November 15 forwider
participation from candidates.

The pilot phase of the scheme
intends to provide 125,000 intern-
ships across 24 sectors such as oil &
gas,energy, travel, automotive,bank-
ing and financial services, etc.

The pilot phase of the PM Internship Scheme (PMIS) intends to provude
125,000 internships across 24 sectors

Broadly, the scheme is divided into
two phases with a target to train 10
million people overa five year period.

The selected interns will be
trained in real-life skills, and will
receive a stipend of ¥5,000 per
month, out of which the govern-
ment plans to contribute 4,500 —
via direct benefit transfer to the
intern’s Aadhaar-seeded bank
account, Therest of the amountwill
come from the companies.

It is not clear yet that whether
the selection process forcandidates
hasbeen concluded,since the num-
ber of applications received is over
five times of the total opportunities.

The scheme, which was
announced during the Union budget

2024-25 and kicked off on October
3,hastargeted top 500 companiesin
India, based on their average corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR)
expenditure over the last threeyears.

Although,thesecompaniesdon’t
have to mandatorily participate in
the scheme. If a company cannot
directly provide internship opportu-
nities,itcan collaborate with compa-
nies in its forward and backward
supply chain (like suppliers, cus-
tomers,vendors)to offerinternships.

Meanwhile, companies and
financial institutions beyond the
top 500 list can participate as well,
subject toapproval from MCA, espe-
ciallyif theyrepresent under-repre-
sented sectors.




* Postponement of PM Internship Scheme (PMIS)

e The launch of the PM Internship Scheme,
originally planned for December 2, has been
postponed.

e Officials from the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) confirmed the postponement but did not
provide a specific reason.
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* Pilot Phase Details

* The pilot phase aims to provide 125,000 internships across 24 sectors,
including oil & gas, energy, banking, and financial services.

e Over 650,000 applications were received, exceeding the opportunities
available by over five times.
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* Internship Stipend and Cont

ributions

* Selected interns will receive a stipend of 5,000 per month, with the
government contributing 4,500 via direct benefit transfer to Aadhaar-

linked accounts.

 Companies will bear the remaining amount as part of their corporate social

responsibility (CSR) obligatio

. M S &I ufld AE
IRNPR 24,500 G HTUR-

ns.

35,000 b1 _dSIBT
dige @Idl § SHT S

A=2n o\

. QY MR HUHTT U7 &
dg DI

ORC TS 3G

fores 9

(CSR) & dgd



* Phase-Wise Implementation
* The scheme is designed to train 10 million people over a five-year period.

* |t targets top 500 companies based on their CSR expenditure over the past
three years but also allows smaller companies to participate.
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* Registration

and Application Process

* Initially, registrations were scheduled to close on November 10 but
were extended until November 15 due to high interest.

* The selection process for candidates is yet to be clarified.
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1.CSR Participation and Flexibility
1. Participation by companies is voluntary, and they can involve vendors and suppliers
in their supply chain to fulfill obligations.
2. Companies not in the top 500 list can also join with MCA approval, especially those
representing under-represented sectors.
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Top 10 MCQ from today’s
session



* Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Ashtalakshmi
Mahotsav, 2024 in New Delhi. What is the primary_focus of this festival?
UYHHA g Alal s facell H PAEH Heladd, 2024 &I
JeUlcd PRI 9 Helddd &l H g H] g7

* A. Promote northeastern cuisine/q\ﬂﬁ?' & o] aﬁ%m

Showcase northeastern culture and economy /

IR 3 JHTRIT B UGRId BT

C. Encourage global trade partnershlps/af%ﬁ? 21K '\‘I'I@ET\& &l
d DhIAl

D. Develop_infrastructure projects in the Northeast/‘}ﬁ['_\ﬂ' | ﬁﬁm’l—ta
eidl uRglSHI3 BT BT




* Odisha has the highest prevalence of sickle cell disease in India. What
percentage of the state's population are carriers qf the disease?

SR H URd ¥ Rred A I &7 Iy 3P Yo @
U B fbdHl Uidd SHISA] 39 S§ARI & digd %’

*A. 5%
B. 6.5%
C. 7.69%
D. 8%




* Over 4.8 lakh road accidents occurred in India in 2023, resulting in
1.72 lakh fatalitjes. What was the major cause of these accidents?

2023 H _YRd H 4.8 ¢@RG USSP gueAll gg, [oFH 1.72
@G Hid 83! 39 gUcIsll & H3d HRU &1 YUl?

* A. Drunk driving/T'I"\?f A St I
B. Overspeeding/a\_r[ q digd ddIdl

C. Faulty vehicles / die- .
D. Poor road infrastructure / WRTd HSP DI W HEL




e The National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission screened over
4.75 crore individuals. When was this mission launched?

S fi™E & dgd 4.75
7 @ra{fﬁ'ammWﬁﬂ@ g fiRM &9 L&
fhdr T Y72
e A. 2021

B. 2022

C. 2023

D. 2024




* The International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN) aims to build
capacity in genomic analysis. Which countries benefit most from this

network?
| WWQW\(IPSN)W%W H_
&Hdl Pl d&d XGdl ol Y dcdd Pl dYd
3igh MY gl g?

* A. Developed countries /mﬁ %QT

B. Low- and middle-income countries /ﬁ'ﬁ MR 7EH AT dTal a'-'lT
C. G20 nations /\_rﬁ20
D. ASEAN members / qJa™d




 Recent studies show alcohol-related deaths have doubled in the U.S.

Which disease is directly linked to glcohol consumption?

Bl ATl ¥ Udl Iqdl g b MRS § NG 9
ﬂ—q’fﬁﬁﬁlﬁa‘gﬁs‘rﬂé S DN = A
a9 U el 82

* A. Heart disease / gqd
B. Liver disease / AP d

C. Pancreatitis /

SUTARNY
D. All of the above / SWRIdd gt




* The PM Internship Scheme (PMIS) will offer how many internships
during its pjlot phage? .
iU SR ISET (PMIS) & Ude ROl H fodHi
SR UGM B Sl

* A. 100,000
B. 125,000

C. 150,000
D. 200,000




Word of the day

Saturnine:
bitter or scornful; showing a brooding ill humour

Synonyms: dark, glowering, glum, moody,
morose, sour, sullen

Usa g€. Heis saturnine in temperament.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/saturninepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: ['saetanain/, /-nin/




* Myth: Detox diets cleanse your
body.
Burst: Your body doesn’t need
external help to detoxify. Your liver

and kidneys already do this job

perfectly. -
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Thank you
guys.




