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* India and Qatar have recently elevated their bilateral relations to
which level?

e TH 3 U KR U WP TS AT GEASH B § b
©3 0 oK 2P

* A. Economic Partnership / WW cdtSedte

B. Strategic Partnership /¥Y W‘s’ W’&E

C. Free Trade Partnership / @& I: ) m
D. Diplomatic Alliance / %k~ W?J'S' UEERT



e Qatar is one of the largest suppliers of which resource to India?
-3 °U FNIE A S FRARS 39 U 0T © NS coH P

* A. Crude Oil / S 55 oI
B. Natural Gas (LNG) / sdS®FsS &E (LNG)

C. Uranium /WW
D. Gold / &*d



 What is the purpose of India's Biannual Transparency Report (BTR)?
- FEle 5% AKPEE  EOUCHed WA (BTR) 597 &S W P

* A. To report progress on sustainable development goals (SDGs) / € ¢¢
Msd¢ AA(SDG) Se sPIc S WM o
B. To track greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and climate actions /
Tecudk e %E (GHG) &'W Y T YAARI SARHRIGA S 9
susd
C. To promote carbon credit trading / SAEE TPFs [(dedel Sed [ 9daid
T ¥ ) )
D. To regulate industrial pollution /& E®¥'S s SHNF e
SEUSd X X



* Under which international agreement is India preparing its first
Biannual Transparency Report (BTR)?

» Sl 2 ST EUIT AKPEE  EUcHGed Y (BTR)%E §
WEWEEW R Y YUK UEP

A\A

* A. Kyoto Protocol / &&&d SEOY
B. Paris Agreement 2015 /. W eucAed 2015

C. Montreal Protocol /W Ao
D. Glasgow Climate Pact/ Tl B o mm




* India’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions fell by what percentage
in 2020 due to COVID-19 lockdowns?

» COVID-19 6% F&T 33 $auy 2020 WHEE 55 B TEUMRS
13 (GHG)&-W WE«%@I—E« gg&m:laa‘ ©g?

*A.5.1%
B.7.93%
C.10.2%
D. 12.5%



 What major concern was raised regarding the water quality at Sangam
during the Maha Kumbh?

- GOF B T TS GO W T WITT B WY SRE HFT I
=52

* A. High levels of toxic metals /*HISFE I&FT ST &5 bW

B. Dangerous levels of fecal bacteria / ¥ T W 9 ¢ cHdS
b¥

C. Excessive industrial pollution / 2 RS T EW s@BY

D. Severe oxygen depletion in water Wk WO %o © 3'@‘.' R 3‘>R g
ST



* Which organization has been monitoring pollution levels in the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers?

- BT TH IRHT HCTEAWSFEY DY 37 ASUWRE SUS g7 FOET
ST TIUR %P

* A. National Green Tribunal (NGT) / ST USEl *IRSUY  (NGT)
B. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) /W 9%’1’ &FEFE\T
[B# (CPCB)
C Mlnlstry of Jal Shakti /< <H> WG
D. World Health Organization (WHO) /3BIC sHg o FT (WHO)



 Which company has recently posted job openings in Mumbai and
Delhi for its expansion in India?

* BT e T U UF WHTe W AL SRS WlE T
%% WW'S"&T BT 3% ;o
o A Apple/ﬁil'

B. Tesla / &&
C. Amazon / Q GBS

D. Microsoft / Wﬂﬁ'



 Which new educational reform has CBSE announced starting from
20267

. CBSE’; 2026 3 SIS IF SIH TPFS BRI W ST 5F SBI
se

* A. Class 10 board exams will be held twice ayear /S o 10 S& F#s
tieed Gdd W [T © T ¢ S& TI5Y6
B. Introduction of open-book exams for Class 12 / Sed 12 S5 AS
s ES-0& tHeced &% Uple
C. Abolition of board exams for secondary students /Qiﬁ’!l's'l?; %WEE'
S B TResST GOK 56 Ta9Pe
D. Implementation of Al-based grading system /3'c t-% AWl
W s {dde JdW Ushe



 UNESCO has launched which campaign to promote gender balance in
STEM fields?

* STEM GBS TS SH IYhK 39 STRS UNESCO
CE L aae&lw aaa &Eaa'vn?

* A. Women in Science Leadershlp Initiative /SBIRS W maa

K
B. Imagine a World with More Women in Science /3 acd SW 5SS

&0 T TUGARIS WHMRS  TRPRISST U R
C. Global Women in STEM Movement /Eﬁﬂ'.?'s' EPPRIGST STEM
SAGHRIS

D. Breaking Barriers for Women in Science /5B W5 SPPRIdS 5
RS URdSHA chtd
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From 2026, CBSE to hold
Class X Boards twice a yr

To Unveil Draft Rules On Mon For Public Opinion

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Hit by the Covid
pandemic, albeit later than
intended, CBSE will roll out
twice-a-year board examsfor
class X from 2026 and intro-
duce the CBSE Global Curri-
culum for260foreign schools
affiliated to it from 2026-2027.

The education ministry
heldadiscussion, led by min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
with CBSE officials and
heads of National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT), Ken-
driya Vidyalaya Sangathan
(KVS) and Navodaya Vidya-
laya Samiti (NVS), where
draft schemes, set for public
consultation on next Mon-
day  were thoroughly
deliberated.

Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) has
announced plans to imple-
ment multiple board exams
annually, allowing students
totaketheirexamstwiceand
retain their best score. This
reform aligns with the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which emphasis-
es flexibility and a student-
centricapproach.

According to a ministry
official, “The initiative aims
at reducing the high-pres-
sure, one-time examination
system and provide students
with an opportunity to im-
prove their performance

Are You Ready. Chalkboard on a wooden background

without the stress of asingle
high-stakes test. By offering
multiple attempts, CBSE
seeks to create a more sup-
portive learning environ-
ment that prioritizes con-
ceptual understanding over
rote memorisation.”

The policy advocates for
competency-based
evaluations over traditional
summative  assessments,
shifting focus to formative
learning and skill mastery.
“CBSE isencouragingashift
towards formative learning,
where students can focus on
skill mastery and
self-improvement  rather
than mere exam perform-
ance, This model also aligns
with global best practices,
such as the SAT system in
the US, which allows stu-
dents to take tests multiple
times and submit their best
scores,” said the official,

The move also supports

NEP’s goal of inclusivity, ac- :
commodating students fac-
ing challenges such as exam
anxiety or illness. Providing :
multiple attempts ensures :

students from diverse back- :

groundshaveafairchanceto :
showcase their abilities. :
CBSE is also scaling up !
teacher training to ensurea :
smooth transition toward :
this progressive assessment :
maodel, :

Pradhan  emphasised :
that the new format isa cru- :
cial step towards a stress- :
free learning environment. :
“Examinationimprovement :
and reform is a key step to- :
wards this, This reform will :
help mitigate exam-related :
stressandensureamorebal-
anced evaluation system,”
hesaid. :
In addition, CBSE will :
launch its Global Curricu- :
Ium for foreign schools in :
2026-2027, :



e Starting from 2026, CBSE will conduct Class X board exams twice a
year, allowing students to retain their best scores.
2026 &5 G&EIRSGE S oo 10 S& ¥ ToecdsT gdd WA e
S /TR C gssﬁa aF“aagzmgs;ra esd aw WeiT 0595 oS 5
sd tbbEd Wﬁ%’

. Th|s initiative is aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which promotes flexibility and a student-centric approach.
qT TUIRT TEH@T 2K o e (NEP)ZOZO?EQ BE € U oA

W‘ > Q—EE-EEF« «H—IBE;R' 33]' DW%@IUE



* The move aims to reduce stress caused by single high-stakes exams
and promote conceptual understanding over rote learning.
TC 3T 34 &) F5 UR THeed & UPAS KB o5ad 3 S
3’&‘3’ >E E‘%‘EE “Ooddr E‘s'm EREI'C 333[ DWW"E

e CBSE is also introducing a Global Curriculum for 260 foreign-affiliated
schools from 2026-27.
CEESE T 2026-27 3 260 *piece @¥ Vﬁagg&ﬁ? SS wC's'

TIETH Fg BF 's'EBUa%' T



* Benefits of the Change | IS 9IS S5 Tdsh

» Students can take exams twice and choose their best score, similar to
the SAT system in the US.
LT[ @WWEEEEW:—H RESd AT V\Eﬂ'af E'S'E'
U«ﬂ'a%? S,EE'UEEEB'QW 's"e"' SAT9TE?-I€ U5E

* The focus will shift from summative assessments to formative
learning and skill mastery.

THeed s{dvle S eWX CHGE © (summative assessments) &
Ueds ™ Eﬁtﬂ' w >Y QE’QW (conceptual) EQEI'U S&
Y EEW —;rs'.ﬁais




* The change supports inclusivity, especially for students facing exam

anxiety or illness.
I S W GEEEE T (inclusivity) S& DYH B9, 2PICSS ¢ & & &S

‘o‘clairggaﬁ-s' E?'e'awgg«w I (RRRIEAGS a7k auzvg

* CBSE will provide teacher training to ensure a smooth transition to

this new format.
EEDEEEF&EWBE&H? oS o 's"@" DEI‘H'S'EBUEI'WE TG OS¢
Fﬂse—a'ﬂaagwaaa- k> € EDOWUHEE?»%'



* Government's Perspective | GUSIH 39 @GHIT

* Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan emphasized that the reform
will reduce stress and create a balanced evaluation system.
L od e WL AT %‘E;IEI'&E?H&E oI ERAY T¥eesd 55 eTdA
S SH 's'EBUa' *H $9 m— WU s {dde DW

* The draft scheme will be released for public consultation next Monday
before final implementation.
e 5 Sd EWQUEWEWE TR S5
oS W&EWW &'EEE'EE" F@'W 9?85313'?'3'03'5'



Kerala’s Plan to Grant
Industry Status to Tourism



* The Kerala government is planning to grant ‘industry status’ to
tourism, a long-standing demand of the tourism and hospitality
sector.

* Granting industry status

* It provides benefits like reduced power tariffs, water tariffs, and
property taxes, promoting investment and job creation.

* The Ministry of Tourism has launched a handbook which aims to
serve as a guide to States/UTs to support efforts of States/UTs in
granting and implementing ‘industry status’ for the tourism and
hospitality sector.



Objectives and Need

The tourism sector, which employs 5 lakh people directly and
20 lakh indirectly, has struggled due to natural disasters, the

COVID-19 pandemic, and a major landslide in 2024.

The recent move aims to boost investment and development
in the sector, which contributes around 10% to the State’s
GDP.




* — |ndia’s tourism sector, rich in heritage, culture, and diversity, is
emerging as a global favorite and a key driver of economic growth.
— The tourism sector’s contribution to GDP regained the pre-
pandemic level of 5 per cent in FY23. The tourism sector created 7.6
crore jobs in FY23.



7z <\

 — The Travel and Tourism

Development Index 2024 (TTDI) \

ranked India at 39th among 119

countries in the 2024 report

published by the World Economic

Forum.

— The Union Budget 2025-26 has

allocated X2541.06 crore to

enhance infrastructure, skill
development, and travel facilitation




SAKSHAM Campaign O



* Indian QOil Corporation Limited and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited
launched a 14-day awareness campaign called SAKSHAM.

* About
* The campaign was launched on green energy and fuel conservation.

* |t aims to raise awareness about fuel conservation and the judicious use of
petroleum products to ensure a safer environment and sustainable energy
resources for future generations.

* The idea is to convince consumers to switch to cleaner fuels and bring in
behavioural change to use fossil fuel intelligently.



India’s Trade with
Afghanistan and

Nepal




* India recorded an unusual trade deficit with Afghanistan in the year
2023-24. In another development, soybean oil imports from Nepal
surged 14-fold (April-November 2024), possibly due to rule-of-origin
(RoO) violations



 Afghanistan: Bilateral Trade
Trends: India's exports to Afghanistan
fell from USD 825.78 million in 2020-21
to USD 355.45 million in 2023-24, while
imports rose from USD 509.49 million in
2020-21 to a record USD 642.29
million in 2023-24.

« Before this, the last time India saw a trade
deficit (USD 0.73 million) with Afghanistan
was in 2000-01. ]

/
7




INDIA'S TRADE WITH AFGHANISTAN

'Export M Import in $million
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Source: Ministry of Commerce




Imports: Agricultural products like figs, asafoetida, raisins, apples, garlic,
saffron, almonds, onions, pomegranates, and walnuts dominate.

Exports: Mainly medicines, vaccines, soybean meal, and garments.

Key Products: In 2023-24, Afghanistan In 2023-24, Afghanistan became India's 3rd-
was the primary supplier of asafoetida, largest apple supplier, (surpassed Italy and

raisins, and garlic. the US) after Iran and Turkey.




* Nepal: India’s total soybean oil imports rose by 19% to
nearly USD 3 billion (April-November 2024) from USD 2.5
billion in 2023.

 Rule-of-Origin Violation: Nepal imports 98% crude edible oil, refines
it, and exports it to India indicating duty structure exploitation.

* Nepal enjoys a 30% tariff advantage over other exporters due to the Nepal-India
Treaty of Trade (2009), allowing duty-free exports to India.
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First-time MLA Rekha Gupta to
be Delhi CM; swearing-in today

BJP Legislature Party meet selects Shalimar Bagh legislator to hold the top post; Lieutenant-Governor invites her to form

government; she will become the fourth woman CM in the capital; PM to attend oath-taking ceremony at Ramlila Maidan

Satvika Mahajan

NEW DELHI

ekha Gupta, a first-
Rtime MLA from
Shalimar  Bagh,

has been chosen as the
new Delhi Chief Minister,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) said after its legisla-
ture party meeting at its
national headquarters on
Wednesday evening.

Ms. Gupta, 50, will be
the fourth woman to head
the government in the Un-
ion Territory.

The  announcement
comes nearly 10 days after
the BJP returned to power
in the national capital after
26 years, winning 48 of the
70 seats in the Assembly
election. The party is yet to
announce its picks for mi-
nisterial berths.

Ms. Gupta, a three-time
municipal councillor who

Starting big: CM-designate Rekha Gupta with party leaders at the
BJP office in New Delhi on Wednesday.SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

was active in student polit-
ics, was a surprise choice.
She beat a number of prob-
able candidates, including
Parvesh Verma who had
defeated Aam Aadmi Party
chief Arvind Kejriwal in the
New Delhi constituency,
three-term MLA and form-
er Leader of the Opposi-

tion Vijender Gupta, and
former Delhi BJP president
Satish Upadhyay.
Lieutenant-Governor

V.K. Saxena invited Ms.
Gupta to form the govern-
ment after she met him at
his residence following the
legislature party meeting,
accompanied by senior

BJP leaders, to stake claim
to it.

The oath-taking cere-
mony, set to take place at
Ramlila Maidan on Thurs-
day, will be attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Chief Minis-
ters of NDA-ruled States.

Approved by consensus
Ms. Gupta’s selection by
the legislature party was
overseen by two central
observers - senior MP Ravi
Shankar Prasad, and form-
er Haryana MLA O.P.
Dhankar. BJP sources said
that nine proposals were
made in her favour, and all
were approved by
consensus.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the meeting, Ms.
Gupta expressed her grati-
tude to the top leadership
of the party for trusting
her with the responsibility.

“I pledge that I will work
with full honesty, integrity
and dedication for the wel-
fare, empowerment and
overall development of ev-
ery citizen of Delhi. I am
fully committed to this im-
portant opportunity to
take Delhi to new heights,”
Ms. Gupta said.

Three MLAs supported
her claim to become the
leader of the Delhi BJP’s le-
gislative party.

The meeting was at-
tended by all 48 MLAs-
elect, as well as Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva
and other senior Delhi BJP
leaders.

In this month’s Assemb-
ly election, Ms. Gupta de-
feated three-time AAP
MLA Bandana Kumari by a
margin of 29,595 votes.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 5
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NINTH CHIEF MINISTER OF DELHI

REKHA GUPTA | 50

QUALIFICATION —1 »
Bachelor of Law from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
University, Meerut

POLITICAL JOURNEY
Defeated AAP’s
Bandana Kumari from
Shalimar Bagh assembly
constituency by 29,595 votes

First-Time MLA
» Was elected MCD
councillor in 2007,

2012 and 2022

> Was chairperson of
education committee in a5 Sl
North Delhi Municipal p
Corporation in 2013

> Elected Delhi University S
Students’ Union president ~ Total movable and = Ran ‘Sumedha Yojana’, a non-govt

in 1996 immovable assets T initiative to help economically weaker
35.3 CRORE female students pursue higher educatio

CM-to-be Rekha Gupta is greeted by BJP leaders on Wednesday

FIRST REACTION

| am fully committed to this important opportunity to take Delhi to new heights. |

express my heartfelt gratitude to all the top leadership for trusting me and
entrusting me with the responsibility of the post of chief minister. This trust and support of
yours has given me new energy and inspiration”

== REKHA CHPTA



* Rekha Gupta, a first-time MLA from Shalimar Bagh, has been chosen
as Delhi’s new Chief Minister by the BJP.

CIIeEER (U 35 EURlg (99 SBRIUS (1SH BT O SH (6o3ee ©
%E 36 °F TGOS ST v T WA U

* She wgll be the fourth woman CM of Delhi.
JTSEE 3& GI0% PP GHCHE UEHES



* The decision was made at the BJP legislature party meeting, attended by all 48
MLAs-elect and senior leaders.
JqU (Rl dd DEEEE”HQW cd e 3PS Wﬂ' U'J]d, &FEWE% 48
2, © SERIAS T SHEK Sod PR 555

* The swearing-in ceremony will take place at Ramlila Maidan and will be
attended by PM Narendra Modi and other NDA Chief Ministers.
cto ZUY CHEHH TTledd GdT WOUGH, - W5 s ATHHE T Toie
T ) 35755 WEHE TP URES

* Rekha Gupta defeated AAP’s Bandana Kumari in the recent Assembly election
by a margin of 29,595 votes.
Wd U S UERI UF WO%-3 SBIRTS G i IS WS H S THE gl 5% BB
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War games

Sharing expertise: Military personnel during the third edition of the India-Egypt joint special forces exercise 'CYCLONE-III' at the Mahajan
Field Firing Range in Rajasthan. The drill is aimed at strengthening joint operational capabilities, a statement said. @PRODEFGAU/X



Exercise
Name

Malabar
2024

SIMBEX
2024

Participating

Countries Branch

India, USA,
Japan, Australia

Navy

India, France,
Germany, Spain,
UK, Australia,
Japan, USA,
Singapore, UAE,

Sri Lanka, Greece

India, Singapore

Date

October 8-
18, 2024

August 6 -
September
14, 2024

October
23-29,
2024

Location

Visakhapatnam,

Bay of Bengal

Sulur and
Jodhpur Air

Force Stations

Visakhapatnam,

Bay of Bengal

Description

Annual naval exercise
focusing on anti-submarine
warfare, air defense, and
joint operations. The 2024
edition included complex
drills and advanced tactical

exercises.

India's largest multinational
air exercise, conducted in
two phases, involving over
150 aircraft. The exercise
aimed to enhance
interoperability and
showcase indigenous

aviation platforms.

Annual bilateral naval
exercise emphasizing
maritime combat exercises

such as firing drills, tracking

exercises, and coordinated

tactical maneuvers.




Milan India and 50 Navy February VAEELGEEIGET Biennial multilateral naval

2024 other nations 2024 exercise aimed at enhancing
professional interaction
between friendly navies. The
2024 edition was the
largest, with participation

from 50 nations.

Pitch Australia, Air July 12 - Australia Biennial multinational air

Black Canada, France, Force August 2, combat exercise hosted by

2024 India, Indonesia, 2024 the Royal Australian Air
Germany, Japan, Force, focusing on large-
Malaysia, New force employment warfare.
Zealand, The 2024 edition was the
Singapore, South largest since its inception.

Korea, Thailand,
UK, USA, Brunei,

Fiji, Italy, Spain,

Papua New

Guinea,

Philippines
La France, Australia, Navy January Malacca, Sunda, Multinational naval exercise
Perouse Canada, USA, 16-24, and Lombok led by France, aiming to
2025 India, Malaysia, 2025 Straits enhance maritime

UK, Singapore cooperation among

participating navies.
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U.S. tariffs threat a ‘shock’ to Canadian firms
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Trump's SEC pick shifts power from investors to boardrooms
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U.S. tariffs threat a ‘shock’ to Canadian firms

Agence France-Presse
MONTREAL

Donald Trump’s threats of
import tariffs have sent
shockwaves through Cana-
da, forcing businesses to
question their dependence
on the U.S.—a reassess-
ment that is creating hea-
daches for many sectors.

“It was an absolute
shock,” Matthew Holmes,
vice president of the Cana-
dian Chamber of Com-
merce, told AFP. “There’s
an incredible anxiety that
comes from the unpredic-
tability and the
uncertainty.”

“It got everybody talk-
ing in Canada about (how)
we can't trust this partner-
ship anymore,” he added.

Earlier this month U.S.
President Trump an-
nounced 25% tariffs on Ca-
nadian and Mexican im-

Palliative move: Mr. Trump's 30-day tar?ff reprieve has done little

to reassure Canadian businesses. REUTERS

ports, then granted a
30-day reprieve.

The pause, however,
has done little to reassure
Canadian businesses that
send more than 75% of Ca-
nada’s exports to the U.S.,
and who worry that a trade
war would lead to a reces-

sion and hundreds of thou-
sands of job losses.
Canada must prepare
for the tariffs by removing
barriers to trade between
provinces and diversify its
export markets, Mr.
Holmes said. “We need to
be ready and have the in-

frastructure and relation-
ships and start building
those out now.”
Otherwise, he said, Ca-
nadian businesses will be
“really, really screwed.”

‘No quick fix’

According to a recent sur-
vey, nine out of 10 Cana-
dians agree on the need to
lessen Canada’s trade re-
liance on the U.S.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau recently hosted a
summit in Toronto that
brought business leaders
together to discuss ways of
growing the Canadian eco-
nomy, including removing
internal trade barriers, di-
versifying export markets
and boosting productivity.

Provincial governments
and business leaders, he
told delegates, must “step
up and push hard” to make
Canada more competitive,

while acknowledging that
it has been easy to just sell
to the country’s southern
neighbor. But that may be
easier said than done, ac-
cording to Robert Gille-
zeau, a professor at the Un-
iversity of Toronto.

“The two economies are
extremely interconnected
with over a trillion dollars
in trade between the two
countries,” he told AFP,
pointing to their close
proximity and “longstand-
ing good relations” for how
ties developed.

“For some sectors, it’ll
be a little bit easier” to dis-
entangle from the United
States, Mr. Gillezeau said.

For others, “it's going to
be a mess,” he added. “You
can’t just snap your fingers
and take that integrated in-
dustry and have it work
with someone else or have
it become fully domestic...

There is no quick fix.”

The food industry is a
case in point.

“We’ve frozen our pur-
chases of some American
goods and we're looking el-
sewhere for alternatives,”
explains Mike Bono of Can-
Am Food Services.

But it is not possible for
the company-which is one
of the largest distributors
of fruits and vegetables in
Quebec and Ontario with
nearly 3,000 customers in-
cluding restaurants and
hotels-to find substitutes
for its American offerings.

The removal of interpro-
vincial trade barriers was
flagged in a report as a way
to boost Canada’s econo-
my as far back as 1940.

Ottawa led efforts to dis-
mantle them in 2017 but
hundreds of exceptions
were kept in an agreement
signed by the provinces.



 Shock to Canadian Businesses

* Donald Trump announced a 25% tariff on Canadian and Mexican
Imports.

* Businesses in Canada are concerned about dependency on the U.S.
and uncertainty in trade.

 Matthew Holmes, Vice President of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce, termed it an "absolute shock."



Economic Consequences

Over 75% of Canadian exports go to the U.S.

A trade war could result in recession and job losses.

A 30-day reprieve was granted, but it did little to reassure businesses.



Need for Canada to Diversify Trade

Canada must:

e Remove internal trade barriers.
e Diversify export markets.
e [mprove productivity.

Business leaders emphasize the need for infrastructure and alternative

trade relation




Interconnection Between the U.S. and Canada

The two economies trade over a trillion dollars annually.

Robert Gillezeau, University of Toronto, says disentangling from the U.S. will be
difficult.

Challenges in the Food Industry

Some companies are looking for alternative suppliers instead of U.S. goods.

Large distributors, like Can-Am Food Services, struggle to find alternatives.



1. Canadian PM Justin Trudeau hosted a business summit to discuss solutions.
2. Interprovincial trade barriers need to be removed for a stronger economy.
3. Ottawa failed to fully dismantle these barriers despite past efforts.
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Vietnam Parliament approves
$8-billion railway link to China

Vietnam’s Parliament has approved an $8 billion rail link to China,
designed to boost trade and connectivity between the two
countries. The 390-km line will connect Haiphong to Lao Cai,
running through key manufacturing hubs and the capital, Hanoi. It
is part of Vietnam’s “Two Corridors, One Belt” initiative. arp



Railway Link

China-Europe
Railway Express

China-Mongolia
ETNEL

China-Russia
ETIEL

China-Kazakhstan

Railway

China-Laos

ETNELY

Connecting

Countries

China = Europe
(Multiple)

China -
Mongolia

China = Russia

China =

Kazakhstan

China = Laos

Route & Key Cities

Chongqing, Xi'an,
Chengdu, Wuhan -
Germany, Poland, etc.

Erenhot (China) - Zamyn-
Uiid (Mongolia) -
Ulaanbaatar

Manzhouli, Suifenhe -

Moscow, Vladivostok

Alashankou, Khorgos -
Almaty, Nur-Sultan

Kunming - Luang Prabang
- Vientiane

Purpose/Significance

Freight transport, part of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI).

Key trade route for coal, minerals,
and goods.

Trade of energy, machinery, and
consumer goods.

Major cargo route linking China

with Central Asia.

Enhances regional trade and

tourism.




China-Vietnam
Railway

China-North Korea
RETIE

China-Myanmar
Railway
(Proposed)

China-Pakistan

Railway

(Proposed)

China =»

Vietham

China = North
Korea

China -

Myanmar

China =

Pakistan

Nanning, Kunming - Hanoi

Dandong - Pyongyang

Kunming - Mandalay -
Yangon (Under
development)

Kashgar - Gwadar (Part of
CPEC)

Supports cross-border trade and

passenger travel.

Limited use due to sanctions but
supports trade and diplomacy.

To enhance China-Myanmar
connectivity under BRI.

To strengthen trade via the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor.
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STA  STICS A slice of life in numbers

DIABETES 8 TIMES DEADLIER
THAN MALARIA NOW

Just 20 years ago, malaria killed more Indians than diabetes did,
and now diabetes kills eight times as many people as malaria.
This doesn’t mean that we can take our foot off the malaria-prevention
pedal yet, but it does signal a big shift in the future of Indian health

Share of Indian deaths, by cause (in %)
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Source: Dataforindia.com
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A-118,8-119,120, Road No 9, VKIA, Jaipur-302013. Editor (Jaipur Market): Kunal Majumder- responsible for selection of
news under PRB Act. Tel no.(Editorial):2850120; (Response): 2745555. Registration No. RAJENG/ 2008/ 25534
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* Bharat Tex 2025, India’s largest global textile event, was held in New
Delhi, showcasing India’s textile advancements and global trade
potential.

* The Indian government aims to triple textile exports from X3 lakh
crore to X9 lakh crore by 2030, leveraging sustainability, innovation,
and policy support.



 Overview of India’s Textile Sector:

e 6th Largest Exporter: India holds 8.21% share in global textile trade (2023-
24).

 Employment Generator: Provides direct jobs to 45 million
people and indirect livelihood to over 100 million, including rural and
women workers.

* Export Markets: USA and EU account for 47% of India’s textile exports.

 Government Initiatives: 10,683 crore allocated under Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme to boost manufacturing.
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* The National Geospatial
Knowledge-based Land Survey of
Urban Habitations (NAKSHA) pilot
project is set to launch in 152
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) across

26 States and 3 Union Territories

(UTs). - -y

N\




* What is NAKSHA?

* NAKSHA (National Geospatial Knowledge-based Land Survey of Urban

Habitations) is a geospatial technology-driven land survey initiative
aimed at creating and updating land records in urban areas to ensure

transparency, efficiency, and accuracy in property ownership
documentation.
* Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India



* Implemented by: Department of Land Resources, in collaboration
with Survey of India, and National Informatics Centre Services Inc.
(NICSI).




India’s 1st Vertical
Bifacial Solar Plant




* Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs inaugurated India’s first
vertical bi-facial solar plant installation at Okhla Vihar Metro
station.

 About

* The inauguration was done in the 5th International Conference on
Green Metro Systems — The Future of Urban Mobility here.



Chhatrapati Shivaiji
Maharaj



* The birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was
commemorated globally on 19t February, reflecting his
enduring legacy and influence.

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj: Born on 19 February 1630, at
Shivneri Fort, Pune was a visionary leader from the Bhonsle
clan and the founder of the Maratha Empire, known for resisting
the Mughal Empire and striving for self-rule.



« Major Battles:

» Battle of Pratapgad, Battle of Pavan Khind, Sacking of Surat,
Battle of Purandar, Battle of Sinhagad, and Battle of Sangamner.

« The Wagh nakh, was used by Shivaji to kill Afzal Khan in
the 1659 Battle of Pratapgad.



e Titles:

* Chhatrapati, Shakakarta, Kshatriya Kulavantas, and Haindava
Dharmodhhaarak. Administration:

* Centralized administration with the Ashtapradhan (Council of Eight
Ministers), abolished the Jagirdari System, implemented the Ryotwari
System, and built a strong naval force for coastal defense.



* Shivaji is renowned for his innovative
guerrilla warfare tactics, which influenced
subsequent rulers and shaped the Maratha
Military Landscapes.




Word of the day

Explicate:

make plain and comprehensible; elaborate on
theories and hypotheses

Synonyms: explain, develop, formulate

Usage: His teacher explicated the complex
theory to him.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/explicatepro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: ['ek.spl1 kert/




* The Real Name of _____Is the Longest City Name in the World
"Krung Thep Maha Nakhon Amon Rattanakosin Mahinthara Yuthaya
Mahadilok Phop Noppharat Ratchathani Burirom Udomratchaniwet
Mahasathan Amon Piman Awatan Sathit Sakkathattiya Witsanukam
Prasit."

This makes it the longest city name in the world!
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* From which year will CBSE conduct Class 10 board exams twice a year?

* CBSE®E © WE’E’EWO o5& (B ThRed odl WS dd
T ?,'E#e‘ EW

* A. 2024
B. 2025
C. 2026
D. 2027



 Which Indian state is planning to grant 'industry status' to tourism?

+ SIS oF FECET W EMS T OCRH §9 ST THIE FTE W 1
tIOKT UEP
* A. Rajasthan / Tk &I

B. Goa / B
C. Kerala / SS&IRI

D. Uttarakhand / & Jekicas



* What is the main goal of the 'SAKSHAM' campaign launched by Indian
Oil and BPCL?

+BFAS T AT U (FEecesd B E T US 'To LIhaEs
sam&ﬁ W P

* A. Promoting green energy and fuel conservation /UFEle T ol > ¥
ERY cHle S LSdaM g°d
B. Encouraging electric vehicles (EVs) adoption | EBHE AU (EVs)
A RS A W sSeed

C. Reducmg petroleum proauct prices / SR I &'ng seuleh
S SH SUTd

D. Banning the use of fossil fuels / Tg3k0 &R TASe &TTAF T
IR duded



* Which country has imposed a 25% tariff on Canadian and Mexican
imports, affecting businesses in Canada?

FT T ST TY WHSH B We W 25% O TTRE
U3 § 35 S SAIIE (G SHPHE UG UUB U

* A. United Kingdom /W SBAT F
B. United States / &% 2°) QWE’

C. China /E‘F@T
D. Germany/rw



 Who has been appointed as the new Chief Minister of Delhi?
+ & 58 S¢ WIORE T T F B TR B T UIT P

* A. Atishi Marlena / 3¢ Cg TRREPd
B. Bandana Kumari / FESd SARERR
C. Rekha Gupta/m'a' ﬁiﬁ' )

D. Ankita Sharma /* QEDE od TN



 Which event showcased India’'s textile advancements and aimed to
triple textile exports by 2030?

3T TA S FES FE 58 S AT sVIE 5H S SUSH O
59U 2030 $3 S FATAFIOF 59 76° WEA SUS 59 9% WG &
P

* A. India Textiles Expo 2025 / B¥F I g¥ea¥l S%&A 2025
B. Bharat Tex 2025 / shdltle E23 2025~
C. Global Fabric Summit 2025 / €1 [RPES PR 2025
D. Make in India Textile Fair /58 ¥TF S 3T W OsIer



 What is the objective of the 'NAKSHA' project?
* 'NAKSHA' EYeREE 59 39 &35 W 0P

* A. Developing a digital land survey system /38 s Sl 3k
s{d¥e *pisie = sSHTd
B. Mapplng historical monuments in India / FEl WWE’
NERISSH 5d T al sutd
C. Enhancing forest and wildlife conservation /AS Y Sﬁﬁ (2307
Sgd 1 Ydad 8d
D. Promotin§ satellite-based weather forecasting / &€ZU © WIe



 Where was India’s first vertical bi-facial solar plant inaugurated?

* Shetle S EUITd 3PBE U [dE-UPKE T ¢t Pl SUH &ecds®
’zzuatﬂua?

* A. Mumbai Metro Station /W E CEE EE S
B. Okhla Vihar Metro Station /& & EIHW S 8E ©
C. New Delhi Railway Station /S & 85'6@?;5'&'5

D. Chennai Central Statlon/E' m ﬁ':



 What was the significance of 19th February in Indian history?

* 19 0 ¥3te sheltlemdl TeUKIC @W Utp

* A. Birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose / Sedoe &S
aF B2 <Y 3'@" o bR
B. Independence of Goa from Portuguese rule / GSB Se @FPde
cde® & sefied
C. Birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj / € qoie K ddae
SUEKIcE- 3{»" o b

D. Formation of Indian National Army (INA) / c€lcgdl SKIHET e
(INA) 5T U&S
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